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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN CRANFORD
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Loryn O'Brien 
Coldwell Banker East  

209 Central Ave 
Westfield, NJ 

lorynobrien118@gmail.com 
908-247-1136 

Office: 908-233-5555

DEDICATED 
TO RESULTS, 
A TRADITION 

OF TRUST 
Let Me Find 

Your Dream Home

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952 
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice 

. . . and everything in between, WE CAN HELP. 

ARNOLD’S 
PEST CONTROL 

Business license #90966A 

908-276-8062 
ArnoldsPestControl.com 

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

CALL 
TODAY!

TIGER SCOUTS ROARING FOR SERVICE
Submitted by Nicole Savino Mulcahy 

December marks a time of reflection and giving for many 
in our community. For those involved in Scouting, the 
willingness to give yourself in service to others is learned at 
a young age. Cub Pack 75 has an incredibly enthusiastic 
group of young first graders from across Cranford in their 
Tiger Program. During the course of this year, Tiger Scouts 
will work on a variety of Scouting Adventures that seek to 
assist with character development, good citizenship, building 
respect for others, fostering a sense of achievement, and 
service to the community.  

The Cub Pack 75 Tiger Dens 2 and 5 collaborated with 
the Salt and Light Ministry of St. Michael's Church for their 
December community service project as part of their “Team 
Tiger” adventure, which focuses on teamwork. Each Tiger 
family donated snack and drink items that the Scouts then 

used to assemble snack bags. Den 5 Leader, Laura Rutzler, 
explained, “The boys were so excited to work together to 
decorate and assemble the snack bags.” The snack bags were 
distributed to children in need through Catholic Charities, 
Family Promise, St. Joseph's Social Service Center, Cranford 
Family Care, as well as parishioners in need. Zachary Rutzler, 
a First Grader at Brookside Place School said “I was happy to 
help people.” Together, the 36 Scouts assembled and donated 
about 200 snack bags. They accomplished their Team Tiger 
Adventure and served their community as well as Cub Pack 75 
proudly in the 2021 holiday season. 

Cranford Cub Scout Pack 75 provides opportunities for 
youths in Kindergarten through 5th grade to explore activities 
centered around earning badges that are specific to each school 
grade level. If your family is interested in learning more about 
Cranford Cub Scout Pack 75, please visit cubpack75.com.

(above, l-r) Tiger Den 5: Ethan Rochowiak, Zachary Rutzler, and Roman Gens
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Cranford Monthly is published by Renna 
Media. 9,900 newspapers are printed 
monthly and mailed to every business and 
resident in Cranford. 

Although great care has been taken to 
ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability 
for errors or omissions. 
©2022 Contents of this newspaper cannot be 
reproduced without written consent from 
Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.), send us your news! 
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

Online at www.rennamedia.com 
like us on facebook.com/ 

Cranford Monthly 
Tina Renna: 908-418-5586 

tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna: 908447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com 

209 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office: 908-233-5555 

THE SPRING REAL ESTATE MARKET IS HERE! 
Our home preparation recommendations are different for all of the homes 

we list for sale. Here are some ideas if you’re considering selling. 

Diana Dollard Hearns/Realtor  
908-656-5940 

Diana.dollardhearns@cbmoves.com

Cindy Merlino/Realtor 
732-910-2082 

Cindy.Merlino@cbrealty.com

Barbara Zeckman/Realtor 
908-418-3503 

Barbara.zeckman@cbmoves.com

Reach out to any one of us for a  
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION  
& MARKET ANALYSIS when selling  
a home is on you’re mind 

Curb appeal!   
The lawn should be 
tidy.  Trim shrubbery, 
add in mulch and 
plant some flowers.  
Make sure the 
driveway, walkways 
and sides of the home 
are power washed 
where needed. Little 
touches such as new 
house numbers, a new 
mailbox, or newly 
painted front door 
make a difference.

The sense of smell is the 
strongest of all the 
senses to connect buyers 
to a home. While a bad 
smell can deter buyers 
(think smoke, pet odors, 
mildew), a good smell 
can tempt buyers to a 
home. Cleans & neutral is 
best! Natural oils can be 
used in moderation to 
create a calm, spa-like 
atmosphere. Strong 
candles and plug-ins can 
be overwhelming and 
should be packed away.

Let the sunshine  
in!  Wash those 
windows and 
remove dark 
window 
treatments.  
If your kitchen  
and bathroom  
cabinets need  
a facelift replace  
old knobs and  
hardware with  
current, popular  
choices.

LADIES' NIGHT OUT SET FOR MARCH 23

available on the Project Home of Cranford 
website. Please visit 
projecthomeofcranford.org for tickets and 
additional information. 

For over 25 years Project Home of 
Cranford, a 501(c)3 charity has been working 
through Cranford Family Care to keep 
Cranford families in their homes. Ladies' 
Night Out is our largest fundraiser and a 
popular event that regularly attracts many 
local residents. This can be the perfect 
opportunity for merchants to advertise their 
businesses by donating to the event or 
becoming an event sponsor. 

If you would like to donate goods or 
services, become a sponsor of the event or 
inquire about the tickets for Ladies' Night Out 
or just find out more about Project Home and 
our mission please email us at 
projecthomeofcranford@gmail.com, visit us 
at.projecthomeofcranford.org/ and Like us on 
Facebook: projecthomeofcranford.

Project Home of Cranford is excited to 
announce that they will be hosting Ladies' 
Night Out on Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
from 6:30 - 10:00 p.m. at the Westwood, 438 
North Ave. in Garwood. 

Ladies Night Out is Project Home of 
Cranford’s largest fundraiser that they hold 
each year, and due to COVID-19 have been 
unable to host this event for the past two years. 
They are excited to bring this event back as it 
is always a perfect opportunity to catch up 
with friends, make new friends, and to help a 
local organization whose mission is to help 
Cranford residents who are in danger of losing 
their homes due to crisis situations, such as 
illness or job loss. 

The evening includes a sit-down dinner with 
wine, a tricky tray auction with a large variety 
of items, and an evening of socializing and 
catching up with friends. All the profits from 
this event go to help Cranford Family Care, a 
local charity that assists Cranford families in 
need. 

Due to COVID-19 protocol there will be a 
limited number of tickets available for this 
year’s event. Tickets can be purchased on the 
Project Home of Cranford website. Tickets are 
$60 each (includes dinner, wine and raffle 
tickets). New for 2022 there will also be 
advance sales of additional raffle tickets 
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Cranford United Methodist Church is teaming 

up with the Cranford Girl Scouts to host its next 
Drive-Thru Food Collection on Saturday, March 
12 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Church parking 
lot at 201 Lincoln Avenue East, Cranford.   

Many of our neighbors are still struggling to 
keep food on the table and your help is very 
much needed.  

Place your bags of non-perishable food in 
your trunk, drive up, pop your trunk and 
volunteers will remove them! No contact 
needed. Your food donations will be delivered to 
Cranford Family Care, St. Joseph’s Social 
Services, and other local organizations serving 
families in need.  
WE ARE IN SPECIAL NEED OF:   

Paper towels, toilet paper, tissues  
Hardy fresh produce like bags of apples, 

onions, and potatoes  
Cooking oil, canned tuna, canned chicken, 

shelf-stable milk, spices, salt, pepper, tea, 
coffee, sugar, flour, crackers, soup, cereal, 
canned vegetables, rice (one or two pounds), 
lentils, beans, cake mix, cake frosting, dish 
detergent, soap, laundry detergent, toothbrushes, 
and toothpaste. 

Can’t make that date? There are bins placed 
outside the entrance to the Church off the 
parking lot where donations can be dropped any 
time, 24/7. 

Here’s an idea: Many of the younger Girl 
Scouts are setting out bins on their porches to 
make it convenient for neighbors to donate. Why 
not get your kids involved, too? Set out your 
own bin and invite your neighbors to participate. 
Then drop off the donated items at the event on 
March 12.   

Please spread the word by letting your 
neighbors know about this event. Questions? 
Email: scarusogreen@gmail.com.

(above) Look for this sign on March 12 when 
you drop off non-perishable food at the 

Cranford United Methodist Church.

Photo by Cranford United Methodist Church

(above) Volunteers remove donations from cars 
at a Drive Thru Food Collection sponsored by 

the Cranford Girl Scouts and the Cranford 
United Methodist Church.

• Financing Available 
• Special Discounts 

• 50% off Sales Tax 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted w y [ t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth 

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232 
www.jacobsonappliances.com

FREE DELIVERY 
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;  
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm; 
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR CRANFORD 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES 

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 3/31/22.

(908) 202-1702 CELL 
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE 
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX 
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE 
elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

Elizabeth Bataille 
Sales Associate
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295 New Providence Road, Mountainside 
5 Bedrooms | 4.2 Baths | $1,575,000

214 Park Street, Westfield 
5 Bedrooms | 3.1 Baths | $1,100,000

155 N. Euclid Avenue, Westfield 
5 Bedrooms | 4.2 Baths | $1,795,000

1370 Johnston Drive, Watchung 
8 Bedrooms | 5.1 Baths | $900,000
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THE DROWSY CHAPERONE TO BE PRESENTED BY CHS
Focusing on a musical theatre fan, we follow 

his storytelling of his favorite classic musical as 
it comes to life right in front of his eyes (and 
ours!). Originally opening on Broadway in 2006, 
the show was nominated for and won five Tony 
awards and seven Drama Desk awards. The 
musical’s book is by Bob Martin and Don 

McKellar, and music and lyrics by Lisa Lambert 
and Greg Morrison. The cast, crew, and 
production team look forward to the chance to 
“Show Off” the talent of Cranford High School! 

For ticket information, please visit 
chs.booktix.com or email Miss Elizabeth 
Sheehan (sheehan@cranfordschools.org).

(above) The cast of The Drowsy Chaperone. Photo by Cranford Public Schools

Travel back to the glamorous world of the 
1920’s and attend one of Cranford High School 
Performing Arts Department’s performances of 
The Drowsy Chaperone. The performances will 
be held on March 11 and 12 at 7:30 p.m. and 
March 13 at 2 p.m. in the Cranford High School 
auditorium. 
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MOBILE MEALS OF WESTFIELD
“On behalf of our clients, thank you!” declared 

Ruth Maloney, President of Mobile Meals of 
Westfield, in accepting donations from the Sheet 
Metal Workers’ Union No. 22, $350 Shop Rite 
food card; and the Optimist Club of Westfield gift 
of $50 food cards in support of Mobile Meals’ 
clients. 

Each year, Optimist Club of Westfield 

distributes food baskets to families and 
individuals in need. The program spans 31 years. 
Because of Covid, this year food cards were 
donated in place of the food baskets. In 
presenting the donation, Darielle Walsh of 
Optimist Club of Westfield said, “We are always 
looking for deserving families and individuals 
who can benefit from our food program.”  

Mobile Meals of Westfield is a non-profit 
organization which provides prepared meals for 

(above) Sheet Metal Workers’ Union No. 22 
presented Mobile Meals of Westfield a $350 

Shop Rite food card donation on November 10. 
Representing the union was and Business 

Representative, Financial Secretary/Treasurer 
Jason Rooney. Accepting the donation was 

Mobile Meals Operations Manager 
Josephine Walsh. 

Photos by Mobile Meals of Westfield

(above, l-r) Row 1: Gene Jannotti, Mike Walsh, Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Darielle Walsh (all of 
Optimist Club); Ruth Maloney, Josephine Walsh, Cherie Parker (of Mobile Meals). Row 2: Jayson 
Astel, Ray Kostyack Tony LaPorta (of Optimist Club).  For more information about Optimist Club 

of Westfield, visit westfieldnj.com/optimist/index.htm.

those individuals unable to provide meals for 
themselves. Mobile Meals serves the 
communities of Clark, Cranford, Fanwood, 
Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and 
Westfield. 

For more information on volunteer 
opportunities, food services or those wishing to 
donate can visit the Mobile Meals website at 
mobilemealsofwestfield.org or call 
908-233-6146.
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

The Cranford Historical Society presents: 

A CHILDREN’S 
BUNNY HOP EGG HUNT 

Including Story Time, Craft, 
and Refreshments 

SATURDAY 
APRIL 9, 2022  

Rain date:  Sunday, April 10  

CRANE-PHILLIPS HOUSE  
MUSEUM 
From 2-4 p.m.  

RSVP BY APRIL 1, 2022  
(908) 276-0082  

CRANFORDHISTORICALSOCIETY@VERIZON.NET

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SEEKING MEMBERS 

The Cranford Historical Society is a non-profit 
educational organization whose mission since 
1927 has been to preserve and perpetuate the 
history of Cranford for now and for future 
generations.  We cordially invite you to join us. 
By becoming a member you will help support the 
continuation of our archives collection, costume 
department, the maintenance of the Hanson 
House and Crane-Phillips House Museum, our 
3rd grade school tours, our History Award 
program given out to a Cranford High School 
Senior every year and our community outreach 
programs and events for visitors of all ages. Also, 
our members receive 5 issues a year of our 
electronic newsletter, the “Mill Wheel” which is 
full of informative and interesting facts and 
stories about Cranford and its people.   

A 2021 Membership Form can be found on the 
Society’s website at cranfordhistoricalsociety.org.  

For more info about joining the  
Cranford Historical Society, please call  
the Society’s office at 908-276-0082 or  
e-mail cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

908-494-0961 Free Consultation 
bluemoonestatesales.com 

Estate Liquidation • Estate Sales • Downsizing 
Let our experience and powerful 

customer base do the work for you. 
Helping Families • Selling Treasures • Having Fun 

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 

Over 20 
years of 

Experience Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,  
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),  

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items 
           Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

Located 
in Summit



CRANFORD MONTHLY • Page 10  • March 2022 

VILLAGE INSURANCE AGENCY 
95 Westfield Avenue  •  Clark, NJ  •  732-396-4466 
www.Village-Insurance.com
Auto • Home • Business

We are agents for 26 major companies including 
Progressive, Travelers, CNA, Hanover and NJ Skylands

Aldo Tripicchio 
Serving the Clark community since 1979

To help you prepare for life’s challenges,  
Village Insurance offers a wide range of  
services and products for individuals,  
families and businesses who are seeking  
financial protection and peace of mind. 

We do business the old fashioned way,  
through personal relationships. 90% of our  
business comes from satisfied clients’ referrals.

Save up to 40% by bundling  
auto and home insurance.

Call us for a FREE estimate 
before you renew your insurance.

PROMOTION AND APPOINTMENT CEREMONY
Patrolman Duffy is a 2015 Graduate of 

Cranford High School and a life-long resident of 
Cranford. While in High School, Liam was a 
four- year student athlete all while maintaining 
high academic standards. Patrolman Duffy holds 
an Associate of Arts Degree in Business 
Administration from the County College of 
Morris and a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Business Administration from Ramapo College. 
A leader among his peers, while at Ramapo 
College Mr. Duffy was the captain of the 
college’s baseball team. In January, he and 
Patrolmen Ricerca will enter the John H. Stamler 
Police Academy as members of the 126th Recruit 
Class. 

Chief Greco also recognized the promotion of 
Eugene Perrotta to Lieutenant. Lt. Eugene 
Perrotta is a resident of Cranford, and a 1995 
graduate of Arthur L. Johnson High School. 

Upon graduating from high Lt. Perrotta attended 
Drew University where in 1999 he received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in History. 
Continuing his education, Lt. Perrotta pursued his 
Juris Doctorate Degree from Rutgers School of 
Law and was admitted to the bar in 2002. In 2006 
Lt. Perrotta pivoted in career choices and 
attended the John H. Stamler Police Academy as 
an Alternate Route candidate, being chosen by his 
recruit class to serve as class president. Aside 
from his day-to-day duties, Lt. Perrotta serves in 
the arduous task of Accreditation Manager - 
ensuring the continued reaccreditation by the 
New Jersey State Association of Chiefs of Police. 
Additionally, he has worked in conjunction with 
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office as the 
departments Humane Law Enforcement Officer 
and Domestic Violence Liaison. He will become 
a Watch Commander in the Patrol Division.

Photos by Cranford Police Department (above) Ptl. Gianna Ricerca
(above) Ptl. Liam Duffy and Family

(above) Ptl. Anthony Giannico and his wife

Cranford Police Department 
At a ceremony held in Municipal Chambers on 

December 15th, 2021, the Cranford Police 
Department promoted Detective Shayne Temple 
to Sergeant and appointed Gianna Ricerca, 
Anthony Giannico, and Liam Duffy as 
Probationary Patrolmen. Additionally, Lt. 
Perrotta was recognized for his promotion from 
Sergeant to Lieutenant. Public Safety 
Commissioner Jason Gareis and Chief Ryan J. 
Greco led the ceremony, which was attended by 
Deputy Mayor Brian Andrews, Township 
Administrator Jamie Cryan, Township Clerk 
Patricia Donahue, Township Attorney Ryan 
Cooper and members of the Cranford Police 
Department. 

Prior to his promotion Sergeant Temple was 
assigned as a Detective in the Traffic Bureau. 
Additionally, Sgt. Temple served as a Field 
Training Officer, Drug Recognition Expert, and 
as a member of the special operations and a Crisis 
Intervention Team. Sgt. Temple is a certified 
alcotest operator, Share the Keys Facilitator, NJ 
State Crossing Guard Trainer, Drug Evaluation 
and Classification Expert, Police Training 
Commission Certified Instructor. He will be 
assigned as a supervisor in the Patrol Division.  

Patrolman Ricerca is currently a volunteer for 
both the Mountainside and Westfield Rescue 
Squads. She is a certified Emergency Medical 
Technician, an Emergency Medical Dispatcher, 
and 911 Basic-Telecommunicator certified. Ms. 
Ricerca is currently enrolled as a full-time student 
at Kean University majoring in Communications 
with a minor in Criminal Justice. She anticipates 
graduating in December of 2021. Ms. Ricerca has 
been employed as a Communications Officer 
with the Cranford Police Department since July 
of 2021 before her appointment as a probationary 
patrolman. 

Patrolman Giannico was enlisted in the Air 
Force, assigned as a KC-135 Crew Chief at 
McConnell AFB, Kansas. He was also deployed 
to the Kandahar and Bagram region of 
Afghanistan, supervising a crew of three. He 
served in the Air Force until August 2020 when 
he received an honorable discharge. He earned 
numerous commendations and medals while in 
the Air Force including: the Meritorious Unit 
Award, Air Force Good Conduct Medal, NATO 
Defense Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, 
Global War on Terror, Air Force Longevity, and 
Expeditionary Service Ribbon. Prior to joining 
the Cranford Police Department, Anthony was 
employed by the Sea Girt Police Department as 
a Class II SLEO after graduating from the 
Monmouth County Police Academy. 

(above) Sgt. Shayne Temple and Family

HOBBIE & HOBBIE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

EDWARD J. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

908-276-4777 
hobbieandhobbie.com 
fax: 908-709-1663 
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com 

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863 

Celebrating 40 years of service to Cranford

• Estate Administration 
• Will and Trusts 
• Elder Law 
• Real Estate
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House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours 

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016 

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990 

“Family care for newborns through 100”

A CHORUS LINE 
COMING TO CDC THEATRE IN CRANFORD

Come be part of Broadway’s most legendary 
musical audition. After having been postponed 
from its 101st season, A Chorus Line will run at 
CDC Theatre in Cranford from March 11 through 
March 26, 2022. This stunning concept musical 
captures the spirit and tension of a Broadway 
chorus audition and explores the inner lives and 

bittersweet ambitions of professional Broadway 
performers. Winner of nine Tony Awards, 
including Best Musical and the Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama, the show features one powerhouse 
number after another. Michael Kidney leads the 
talented cast as director and choreographer. Visit 
cdctheatre.org for ticketing information.

(above) Cast of A Chorus Line. Visit cdctheatre.org for ticketing information.

AUDITIONS FOR A BRONX TALE 
CDC Theatre in Cranford

between the father he loves and the mob boss 
he’d love to be. Featuring a book by Academy 
Award nominee Chazz Palminteri, music by 
Oscar, Grammy, and Tony Award winner Alan 
Menken, and lyrics by Grammy Award winner 
and Oscar and Tony Award nominee Glenn 
Slater, A Bronx Tale is a story about respect, 
loyalty, love, and above all else: family. 

Rehearsals will take place at CDC, in the 
evenings on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and  Sundays, starting April 5th. Performances 
are June 10, 11,17,18,24,25 at 8pm, and June 
19th at 2 p.m. Additional information can be 
found by visiting cdctheatre.org.

Auditions for A Bronx Tale will take place at 
CDC Theatre, 78 Winans Ave., Cranford, NJ on 
March 14, at 7 p.m. for young Calogero only; and 
March 15 and 16 at 7 p.m. for all other roles. 
Callbacks will be on Tuesday, March 22 at 6 p.m. 
by invitation only. 

Please bring a headshot and resume stapled 
together and provide proof of vaccination. 
Prepare a 32-bar cut of a contemporary 
Broadway song; sides will be provided. 

Based on the critically acclaimed play that 
inspired the now classic film, this streetwise 
musical will take you to the stoops of the Bronx 
in the 1960s—where a young man is caught 

(908) 272-3500 
One Commerce Dr. Cranford, NJ 07016 
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

Discovery 
Child Care

Diamond  
Gymnastics  
Academy

Cranford 
After Care

SUMMER CAMP 2022 
Mon. June 13 thru Fri. September 2 

• Weekly Session Options (2 wk. minimum) 
• Gymnastics, Sports, Arts & Crafts & More! 
• Experienced Staff / CPR /First Aid Certified  
• Our center follows all health and safety  

guidelines!
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We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside 
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and 
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and 
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work. 

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This 
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch 
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced, 
with compensation going back to the homeowner 
for a signed release. 

Serious lnquiries Please!

UGLY HOMES WANTED 
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM 

IN THIS AREA

CALL 833-375-1472 
Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation 

and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC - Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ

Starting at $1,399. 
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

Call for Availability. 
908.789.9198 

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

IT’S AN EXCELLENT TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME!

732-815-1550 
21 Brant Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

ROBERT MICHAEL 
REALTY

The Cranford Experts,  
with 30+ YEARS of experience  
selling homes in your town,  
are ready to work hard for you! 
 
Honesty, Reliability, and keeping  
your best interest first and  
foremost is how we conduct  
business here at Coldwell Banker 
-Robert Michael Realty. 
 
Give us a call now for your  
FREE Market Analysis!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCILS JOIN FORCES
The Cranford and Garwood Knights of 

Columbus Councils joined forces and held a 
Football Championship fundraiser at the 
Columbian Club of Garwood Hall in Garwood 
on Sunday, January 30th. This worthy event was 
a tremendous success with over 100 guests 
attending, and by working together, the Councils 
were able to raise over $5,000 for our two worthy 
designated charities. Donations will be made to 
the Anne Salway Dolan Memorial Scholarship 
and to Cranford Brother Knight Bob Scheurer 
and his family to help with Bob’s courageous 
battle against Cancer. 

There are too many people to thank here with 
both Councils as this event was put together with 
only two weeks of prior planning. Based on the 
success of this event, both Councils will be doing 
some more events like this, and are in the process 
of planning another one on April 2nd for the 

NCAA Final Four Championship games to help 
and support another worthy cause. Save the date 
and see below for contact information. 

The Cranford Knights of Columbus is a 
Catholic Fraternal Organization dedicated to our 
Four Core Principles: Charity, Unity, Fraternity, 
and Patriotism. The Cranford Council supports 
many charities and civic causes locally, state-
wide, and nationally and is committed to being a 
viable part of our community. For information 
about joining the Cranford Council, please 
contact our Grand Knight Jerry Conheeney at 
908-416-3464 or visit the Council website at 
cranfordknights.org. 

Garwood residents who would like to join the 
Garwood council can either inquire at the club at 
37 South Ave or visit 
https://garwoodkofc.weebly.com/become-a-
member.html.

(above) PGK & Lecturer John Doolan, Worthy Consultant Jim Byrnes, PGK & District Deputy 
Jim Vari, Garwood Columbian Hall Chairman Aaron Dolan, Grand Knight Jerry Conheeney, 

Bill Doolan, and Worthy Chaplain Monsignor Tim Shugrue.

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 3/31/22.

• Houses 
• Decks 
• Roofs 
• Patios 
• Driveways 
• Fences 
• Siding 
• Gutters 
• And More

Call, text or email today 
for a free estimate and ask about 

our SPRING CLEANING special! 

(732) 596-7525 
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com
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LIBRARY MARCH 
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

224 Walnut Ave, Cranford, NJ 07016 
Phone: (908) 709-7272 

http://www.cranfordlibrary.org/ 
Monday - Thursday: 10 AM - 9 PM;  

Friday: 10 AM - 5 PM; 
Saturday: 10 AM - 2 PM; Sunday: Closed

NJ MAKERS DAY 2022 –MARCH, 26
The Cranford Public Library NJ Makers Day 

schedule: 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Stop by our maker stations to 

test out coding robots, create a DIY water 
filtration system, and make art using recycled 
materials! This portion is geared towards children 
ages 5-11, but all are welcome.   

Then at 2 p.m., join us in the theatre for a 
virtual reality demonstration led by a local 
designer who created a virtual reality app that 
allows users to play classical music with a wave 
of a wand. Registration for this portion of our NJ 
Makers Day program is required and can be done 
online: https://bit.ly/3rOcrSm  

When here, remember to pick up your 
sourdough bread starter kits prepared by 
Breadsmith, while supplies last. You will also 
have a chance to win a Breadsmith gift card at 
our virtual reality program.   

This free program is made possible by the 
support of New Jersey Makers Day, the Friends 
of the Library, and Breadsmith. For more 
information please visit the calendar page on the 
Cranford Public Library website 
cranfordlibrary.org or call 908-709-7272. Find 
out more about New Jersey Makers Day at 
njmakersday.org.

Cranford Public Library  
Join us on Saturday, March, 26 2022, at the 

Cranford Community Center for the eighth 
annual NJ Makers Day. Cranford Public Library 
is thrilled to have been awarded a New Jersey 
Makers Day mini grant this year to help fund our 
event!   

NJ Makers Day is a statewide event that 
introduces, celebrates, and promotes maker 
culture, as well as the values associated with 
making, tinkering, and STEM-based learning. 
The last New Jersey Makers Day drew over 
83,000 individual attendees to more than 300 
participating sites across 20 counties in the state. 
Participating locations included schools, colleges 
and universities, libraries, museums, and other 
educational organizations.   

Makerspaces across the state are having a 
significant impact on education and job skills 
development by providing access to people, 
information, resources, and tools that facilitate 
making to a wide variety of skill levels. New 
Jersey Makers Day allows communities to share 
hands-on programming opportunities, 
demonstrations, and displays, as well as the 
expertise of the individuals and organizations that 
make, create, and develop right in their own 
backyards.   

Grab and Go Kits for Children 
Starting Saturday, March 5 

The Cranford Public Library will be providing 
an assortment of Grab and Go Kits for children 
in March and April. Kits are available starting 

at 10:00 on Saturday mornings. March 5: Paper 
Bag Princess Day; March 12: Cupcake Liner 
Lion; March 19: Cotton Ball Sheep; April 2: 

Coffee Filter Flower; April 23: Paper Butterfly.  
Grab and Go kits will be available on a first 

come, first served basis in the Library’s 
contactless pickup area, while supplies last. 

Please limit to one kit per child. 
Cranford residents can also bring home a jar of 
cookie mix and whip up a batch of butterscotch 
chip cookies! Kits are available on a first come, 
first served basis at the Children's Desk, while 

supplies last. Jars contain all necessary dry 
ingredients; you'll need to add wet ingredients.   

Celebrate Women's History Month 
Thursday, March 10 from 5 - 6 p.m 
Calling all fans of the Who Was series! 

Celebrate Women's History Month by learning 
about some famous women. Children in grades 

2-5 are invited to join us virtually. Visit the 
Children's Desk to register and check out your 

book pick.   
Early Readers Book Club 

Wednesday, March 30 at 6 p.m 
April meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 13 at 6 p.m. 

Emerging readers in grades K-2 are invited to 
join our Early Readers Book Club. We will be 

reading Hi, Jack by Mac Barnett and Greg 
Pizzoli and completing some fun activities. 
Club meets virtually. Reserve a spot online: 

eventbrite.com 
New Jersey Makers Day 

Saturday, March 26; 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
This year is going to be better than ever, thanks 

to a NJMD mini-grant, Breadsmith, and the 
support of the Friends of the Library. Children 

and families can join us in the Community 
Center to test out a variety of Maker Stations.   

Drop in to test coding robots, create a DIY 
water filtration system, and make art using 

recycled materials. For children ages 5+ and 
their families.  

New Jersey Makers Day Virtual Reality 
Saturday, March 26; at 2 p.m 

Adults and teens can join us in person for a 
New Jersey Makers Day Virtual Reality 

program at 2 p.m. Meet a local game designer 
who has created a VR app that allows you to 

pay classical music with a wave of your wand 
and demo the app yourself on the Library's new 
Oculus! Registration for this portion of the day 

is required: https://bit.ly/3rOcrSm

FUNDRAISER FOR CRANFORD FIREFIGHTER  
Knights of Columbus of Garwood and Cranford

The Final Four Charity Fundraiser to support 
Cranford Firefighter Robert Hurewitz, whose 
career was cut short by physical injuries sustained 
on the job, will take place on Saturday, April 2 
from 6:00 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the Columbian Club 
of Garwood at 37 South Ave., in Garwood. 
Tickets are $35 per person and include beer, 
wine, soda, and food.   

Hurewitz suffered heart and kidney damage in 
the line of duty last year. The effects have been 

lasting and deleterious. Proceeds from the April 
2 fundraiser will be donated his family. 

Please help this family of three by participating 
in the April 2 event or by donating directly to the 
GoFundMe campaign started by Hurewitz’s wife 
Amanda: GoFund.Me/e460a236.  You can also 
mail a donation check made payable to the 
Cranford Knights of Columbus, PO Box 501, 
Cranford NJ 0701 – write in the check note: For 
Hurewitz Family.

(above) Help raise funds on April 2 for Firefighter Robert Hurewitz whose injuries sustained in 
the line of duty prevent him from working.
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RAHWAY’S
FISHING FLEA MARKET 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2022 

9 am to 2 pm  

ST. THOMAS CHURCH HALL 
1400 St. Georges Ave, Rahway NJ 

*Door Prizes Every Half Hour* 
Food and Refreshments, New-Used-Antique 

  *Tackle Store Blowouts* 
  “Bluegills to Bluefins” 
  Fishing and Boating Items 

Admission: $5, Kids under 12 - FREE 
Info: 732-381-2165 

Email: info@fishingfleamarkets.com

CPD RECEIVES TRAFFIC SAFETY AWARD
Cranford Police Department  

AAA Northeast announced that the Cranford 
Police Department won a GOLD Award in the 
2021 AAA Community Traffic Safety Awards 
Program for its efforts in creating safer traffic 
environments for all roadway users in its 
jurisdiction. Due to COVID, a traditional award 
luncheon was not held in 2021, but AAA Public 
Affairs Manager, Shani Jarvis, visited the 
Cranford Police Department on December 21, 
2021 to personally deliver the award. 

Earlier in 2021, the Cranford Police 
Department announced a speed management 
campaign that consisted of increased 
enforcement, heightened visibility during traffic 
enforcement, and the distribution of community-
signage imploring residents and visitors to slow 

down in Cranford.  
Over 250 signs that read “Please Slow Down 

In Our Town” have been deployed throughout the 
township in an effort to remind motorists to obey 
speed limitations. To complement that effort, the 
Cranford Police Department Patrol Division and 
Traffic Bureau began a comprehensive speed 
management campaign aimed at stopping 
speeders, raising awareness, and curving 
undesirable driving behavior in areas of high 
crash data, increased resident complaints, and 
speed studies conducted by the department. 

Over the past two years, the Cranford Police 
Department have upgraded over 25 pedestrian 
crossing signs to include the rectangular rapid 
flashing beacons, or RRFB’s, to enhance 
pedestrian crossing awareness.

(above, l-r) Captain Edward Davenport, Detective James Knight, AAA Public Affairs Manager 
Shani Jarvis, Sergeant Shayne Temple, Chief Ryan Greco, and Captain Guy Patterson.

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 3/31/22.

908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

 
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL 

THEN TAKE 
$300 OFF 

May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

*Some expiration dates apply so don’t delay

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

FREE ESTIMATES 
0% Financing Available

REEL-STRONG can evaluate your heating and cooling needs with  
no obligation, before you purchase equipment that you may not need. 
We are a full service installation and maintenance company. 
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER • RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS 
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS   • NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

 $25 OFF 
ANY SERVICE CALL 
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance. 

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Rheem 
High Efficiency  

Central Air Conditioning

NJ Clean Energy Program*  
Incentive for the Purchase  

of High Efficiency Heat and AC

ASK US ABOUT OUR  
GREAT WARRANTEES! 

*Some model restrictions may apply.

Keep your cool this summer 
with Reel Strong

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

Visit us on

Serving Union County 
for 97 years!
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VFW DISTRICT 5 
COMEDY NIGHT

Supporting Jay Boxwell for 
VFW State Commander 

MARCH 25, 2022 
7:30 p.m. 

KENILWORTH VFW 
33 S 21st Street, Kenilworth NJ 

Featuring New Jersey’s  
funniest lawyer, 
Jon Bramnick 
With an intro by 

Joe Carny of Dumb Kids in the Back 
  

Tickets are $30 per person 
Light refreshments, draft beer & wine  

are included. Cash bar for liquor. 
  

Tickets can be purchased  
at the Kenilworth VFW, or by calling  

908—276-9769, 
or email: njvpowmia@gmail.com a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

FLINTLOCKS CELEBRATE 100TH BIRTHDAY OF MEMBER
make picnic tables, paint the dining hall, do 
maintenance and build craft kits for the Scout 
shops. The Flintlocks represent a wide range of 
skills, including: two electricians, a millwright, 
carpenters, plumbers, diesel mechanics, police 
officers, heavy equipment operators, but also 
many professionals such as a dentist, two 
college professors, computer experts, financial 
advisors, salesmen, etc. 

The most popular craft kits sold at the Cedar 
Knolls and Mountainside Scout Shops are the 
bird houses, bird feeders, benches and handy 
boxes. The men also volunteer at many of the 
Patriot Path Council activities for the scouts. 
Since they are a 501c3, they do not need to pay 

sales tax, and they provide skilled labor for 
free. The Council has 3 camps and the 
volunteers are important to keep things running 
smoothly. Many of the scouters had children or 
have grandchildren in the scouts. More than 
half of the volunteers have been awarded the 
Silver Beaver Award, which is the highest 
National Honor offered by the Boy Scouts of 
America. They are an outstanding group of 
volunteers. 

The Flintlocks meet every Thursday from 8 
am to 2 pm at Camp Winnebago in Rockaway. 
Guests are always welcome. For information, 
contact Secretary Dr. D. Michael Hart by email 
drmhart@yahoo.com.

(above) Joe Schott seated to the immediate right of the parking sign, behind the cake, in a flannel shirt;  
celebrating his 100th birthday with his 24 Flintlock friends around him.

Dr. D. Michael Hart 
Not many centenarians get to celebrate their 

100th birthday surrounded by friends. On 
Thursday, February 17, the Flintlocks 
celebrated Fanwood resident Joe Schott’s 
100th birthday. Joe has been active in this 
volunteer group for 33 years since retiring from 
Bells Labs. He recruited many of his friends to 
join, and even a few relatives.  Joe has a wry 
sense of humor, so they presented him with a 
parking plaque which reads: “Reserved Parking 
Only for Flintlocks Over 100 Years Old.” 

The Flintlocks are a group of retired scouters 
who devote every Thursday all year round to 
helping the Scout Camps. They build cabins, 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS SOUGHT
address at 908-709-1177.  

The submission deadline is April 1, 2022. 
There will be a formal presentation of the 
scholarships to the recipients at the JLEP’s 
Annual Dinner on May 18, 2022. 

To find out more about the League’s 
scholarship program please contact the League at 
908-709-1177, via email at 
scholarship@jlepnj.org, or visit our website at 
jlepnj.org.  

The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield has 
a rich tradition of community service dating back 
more than 93 years and we would love for you to 
consider adding to our story. We are women 
building better communities. For more 
information  please contact: Kalshelia Llyod, 
President, at (908)709-1177 or email her at 
president@jlepnj.org.

The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield 
(JLEP) is pleased to announce that this year we 
will award five $2,000 scholarships to college-
bound women who reside in Union County and 
demonstrate a passion for volunteerism.   

The JLEP believes that volunteerism is a vital 
force in our community, and we support young 
women who share our passion by awarding 
scholarships to college-bound high school seniors 
who have demonstrated a commitment to 
volunteer activities.  

Applicants are asked to complete the 
application form, write a 300-to-400-word essay 
about their volunteer experiences, and provide 
two letters of recommendation. The application 
form is available on our website, jlepnj.org, by 
an email request to office@jlepnj.org, or by 
leaving a message with your address and/or email 

Chris Brown 
45 Years Experience 

908-577-4224 
christophervbrown@msn.com
Center Stage Music Lessons

GUITAR & UKULELE 
VIRTUAL         LESSONS

Servicing and               Maintenance of Instruments
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Quality Dumpster Rental Services
Galluzzo Brothers

973-424-9640 
galluzzobrothers@aol.com 

galluzzobrothers.com 
24-hour emergency service available.

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL 
Short & Long term

Municipal garbage removal & 
recycling services since 1998.

ALL PIPES 
Plumbing 

Heating and 
Air Conditioning 

Master Plumber Lic. #12951 

Located in 
Cranford, NJ 

Joe Neglio 

908-499-9092 

Bonded & 
Insured 

Fully Insured Free Estimates

Installation - Repair - Cleaning 
TILE - ASPHALT - SLATE - SHINGLES 

(Slate Roof Hand-Washed) 

908-389-0200

Lic. # 
13VH06601300

Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

TANK SWEEPS $50 OFF

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
FLAT RATE $1,995

HOME & POOL DECKS 
Back Yard Design • Pavers 

973-722-2192 
amachado@thiesengroup.com 

thiesengroup.com

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

A TOUCH OF SPRING DELIVERED WITH MOBILE MEALS 
spring, fall and winter and is much appreciated 
by the clients who look forward to receiving 
these colorful arrangements. The event was 
coordinated by Kris Luka and Mary Foley 
Smith.  

Mobile Meals is a voluntary, non-profit 
program that provides home-delivered meals to 
those who are unable to shop and prepare their 
own meals on either a temporary or permanent 
basis. It is available to residents of Westfield and 
surrounding communities including 
Mountainside, Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Clark, 

and Cranford. For more information, call 
(908) 233-6146.  

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is 
affiliated with the Garden Club of New Jersey 
and National Garden Clubs, Inc. The Club 
meets on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 12:00 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country 
Club. Membership is open to residents of 
Westfield and surrounding towns. For more 
information, call Sharon Shiraga at (908) 228 
2865 or visit rakeandhoegc.org or the Club’s 
Facebook page.

(above) Sample floral arrangements crafted by 
Rake and Hoe Garden Club members for 

Mobile Meals clients.
Photos by Rake and Hoe Garden Club

(above) Rake and Hoe Garden Club members with their floral creations for Mobile Meals clients 
(front row l-r): Kris Luka, Margot Partridge, Lena Peitsinovski, Jeanie Pelikan, and Betty Gulino; 
(back row l-r): Karen Jolley-Gates, Clare Minick, Beth Siano, Mary Foley Smith, Richard Pelikan, 

Maryfran Annese, and Mary Lou Nolas.

Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield 
Twelve members of the Community Projects 

Committee of Rake and Hoe Garden Club of 
Westfield recently met at the First Baptist 
Church of Westfield, where Mobile Meals 
originates, and made 60 small floral 
arrangements to accompany the meals delivered 
that day. The club supplies the flowers and 
prepares the arrangements in laundry detergent 
caps. These cheerful multicolored floral 
arrangements were decorated with red and pink 
paper hearts. The club preforms this service in 
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HIRING PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IS A WIN FOR EVERYONE
important part of their lives. They feel productive 
during the day, get out of the house, and most 
importantly, earn an income that helps pay their 
bills and other expenses. 

“I like to be out of the house and the activity 
— I like to be working,” Vigliano said. 

Hopson said she loves the people she works 
with and appreciates that the store hires people 
with different abilities. 

“There’s someone at my job who is deaf, but 
she works great,” Hopson said. “They’re equal at 
my job and there’s no prejudice or anything.” 

After paying bills, Hopson said her favorite 
way to spend her money is to take care of her 
dog, Lexie. For Vigliano, it’s important to have 
extra funds to buy his favorite foods. 

“We work to find the right jobs for people with 
different abilities, and we want businesses to see 
the opportunity and benefits of hiring them,” said 
Sandra Lynch, Managing Assistant Executive 

Director of Supported Employment and 
Vocational Programs. 
ABOUT COMMUNITY ACCESS UNLIMITED: 

Community Access Unlimited (CAU), who is 
celebrating 42 years in 2021, supports people 
with special needs in achieving real lives in the 
community. CAU provides support and gives 
voices to adults and the youth who traditionally 
have little support and no voice in society. CAU 
helps people with housing, life skills, 
employment, money management, socialization, 
and civic activities. CAU also supports 
opportunities for advocacy through training in 
assertiveness, decision-making, and civil rights. 
CAU currently serves more than 3,000 
individuals and families, with the number 
growing each year. For more information about 
CAU and its services, contact us by phone at 
908-354-3040, online at caunj.org, or by mail at 
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ, 07202.

(above) Ronald Vigliano delivers an order 
at ShopRite

(above) Tonya Hopson at home 
with her dog Lexie

Community Access Unlimited 
Ronald Vigliano has proven himself as a 

valuable employee with nearly 22 years of 
experience working at ShopRite. He prepares 
orders, delivers them to customers, and processes 
returns at the bustling store. 

Tonya Hopson enjoys her job at Target and has 
worked at the store for 18 years, stocking and 
organizing in different departments and preparing 
drinks at Starbucks. 

Vigliano and Hopson are two of thousands of 
people with developmental disabilities who have 
unique skills and a desire to work in the United 
States. Yet across all age groups, people with 
disabilities are much less likely to be employed 
than people with no disabilities. 

The 2018 American Community Survey found 
that only 36% of people with disabilities were 
employed, compared to 77% of the total 
population. Further, according to a 2019 Census 
Bureau report, workers with disabilities earn only 
two-thirds as much as the average worker without 
a disability. Workers with disabilities have also 
been disproportionately affected by the 
pandemic, making this a critical time for 
inclusive hiring practices in American economic 
recovery.  

“If they have the ability to do the work, they 
should be allowed to have a job,” Vigliano said. 
“Why not?” 

Vigliano’s boss, Store Manager Frank Juba, 
said the store welcomes employees with different 
abilities and works to accommodate them. 

“We’re flexible, and a gentleman like Ron is 
fully capable,” Juba said. “We find a position that 
suits their abilities.” 

Vigliano and Hopson receive job coaching 
support from Community Access Unlimited 
(CAU). Every week, Deirdre McCray visits them 
at work to provide supervision and assistance 
with any work-related tasks that they need, such 
as, learning how to use a register or taking a 
training test. People with disabilities that are 
seeking assistance in their job search, job 
readiness training, or businesses looking to hire 
people with disabilities in New Jersey, can 
contact CAU. CAU is an Elizabeth-based 
nonprofit that seeks to integrate individuals into 
the community through comprehensive ways. 

“The people I work with know their jobs,” 
McCray said. She added that she helps members 
stay on task and follow any business procedures 
and rules, as well as may pitch in physically 
depending on the member’s needs. 

The extensive benefits of hiring people with 
different abilities are becoming well-
documented. A 2018 study by Accenture, in 
partnership with the American Association of 
People with Disabilities as well as Disability:IN, 
reports that businesses that actively seek to 
employ people with disabilities outperform 
businesses that do not. Their revenues were 28% 
higher, net income was two times more, and 
profit margins were 30% higher. Additionally, 
workers with disabilities have high employee 
retention rates, high reliability, and a positive 
effect on employee motivation. 

Vigliano and Hopson said that working is an 
Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 908-322-7800 

567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs. 

• 1 hour denture repairs  
• 3 hour lab relines laboratory on premises  
• All repairs schedule permitting 

OFFICE COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS 

It’s time for new dentures!

Ask about 
implant supported dentures.

✔ All staff & patients screened and temperatures taken 
✔ Reduced reception seating ✔ Shielded reception desk 
✔ Personal protective equipment for the dental team 

✔ Intra-oral high speed suction systems 
✔ UV wands for surfaces and equipment 
✔ Operatories with HEPA and UV-C filtration

u a r q
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MEET FERNANDO PORRAS OF CLARK 
By Jahi McDonald, CASA of Union County

always time to do more.” 
In addition to enduring love and respect for his 

close-knit family, Fernando’s fondness for travel 
also keeps him on his toes. Before he embeds 
himself in a law school lecture hall, there are 
plans to travel as much as possible, amid Covid-
restraints and minding his health, of course. He 
recently visited family in Ecuador and soon will 
share his unwavering support for his beloved 
Atletico de Madrid soccer team with a jaunt to 
Spain. 

When life was suddenly outside his firm grasp, 
Fernando reached wider and gripped harder, 
there’s no question. Still, he’s always sure to 
make time for the betterment of others’ lives. He 
fondly quotes an uncle, “Never say you ‘can’t’ do 
something, because what it really means is that 
you ‘won’t.’ It’s stuck with me and allowed me 
to work outside my comfort zone … 
comfortably.” 

While experiences make you who you are — 

and in Fernando’s case that certainly proves true 
—he also reminds me that people make those 
experiences. For us at CASA, that’s Fernando. 
For Fernando, that’s his family, including 
grandparents who modeled resiliency and hard 
work, lessons for which he is grateful. When, 
during the last weeks of his internship, Fernando 
unexpectedly lost his beloved grandfather, 
colleagues at services saw firsthand his tightly 
woven net that is family, and that his commitment 
to life and bettering it comes from a deep well of 
connection, generations old. 

Asked to look back on recent years, when best-
laid plans didn’t happen and an unexpected 
diagnosis did, he offers: “I truly think everything 
happens for a reason. I’ll always have an endless 
number of unanswered questions — but at the 
same time, I’ll always be grateful that I found 
CASA of Union County.” 

In addition to serving as a fall marketing intern 
for CASA of Union County, Jahi McDonald is a 
2020 graduate of Rutgers University-New 
Brunswick, with plans to begin a career in public 
relations and marketing. 
ABOUT CASA OF UNION COUNTY 

Volunteers with Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) of Union County serve as 
extra eyes and ears for family law judges hearing 
cases involving the county’s abused, neglected or 
abandoned children removed from home and 
placed in foster care. 

CASA volunteers have court-ordered access to 
all parties in a foster child’s life, including foster 
parents, doctors, caseworkers, therapists and 
teachers, and incorporate into court reports 
findings from these contacts as well as from their 
own time spent with the youth. Advocates ensure 
a youth’s needs are met and their time in care is 
as short as possible. 

It is CASA of Union County’s goal that every 
Union County foster child have an advocate, yet 
half of the more than 500 such youth still await 
one. Could you be their voice? Contact Lucia to 
learn more lfield@casaofunioncounty.org or visit 
casaofunioncounty.org.

(above) Fernando Porras

By the time this goes to press, my three-month 
internship will have ended. What will endure, is 
getting to know and work alongside my fellow 
intern Fernando Porras. In addition to stepping 
up to serve as an intern a year ago — and 
working some 20+ hours a week since in that 
capacity — he is an active CASA volunteer, well 
into his second case as a child advocate. 

From processing donor thank yous, navigating 
excel spreadsheets, seeking community 
involvement amid a virtual fundraising 
campaign, to shooting videos for social media, 
sorting and hauling holiday wish list toys, and 
even donning superhero costumes for Adoption 
Day, Fernando has been a patient, committed role 
model for CASA’s critical work. His mantra, 
“Anything for the kids,” is one I’ve heard him say 
countless times but seen him put into action even 
more. 

While being an advocate and yearlong intern 
is plenty for a CASA of Union County highlight, 
it’s his personal journey, and all he’s made of it, 
that shines even brighter. After his first CASA 
case –  a 13-year-old boy – closed, he 
immediately began his current case, advocating 
for 5- and 10-year-old brothers. His visits, he 
says, often include intense Beyblades battles. “I 
remember playing with Beyblades at that age, so 
it’s even more memorable to bond over 
something I’m familiar with. Also, superheroes! 
Maybe I’m still a kid at heart,” he quips, adding, 
“As an advocate, you read about their life in 
stacks of paperwork, but being able to spend time 
with them as they enjoy the little things? It gives 
me such a different perspective on life.” When he 
sees their smiles, he says, he’s overcome with joy. 

And joy is something — like every CASA 
youth — that Fernando deserves. In April 2018, 
a month before his college graduation, he was 
diagnosed with leukemia. He says, “Though I 
was told the diagnosis was just a matter of ‘bad 
luck’ … my life turned upside down.” Sparing the 
details of hospitalizations, procedures and 
finishing the tail-end of college amid unknowns 
and medical crises, let’s take Fernando’s lead and 
focus on the positive: August marked three years 
in remission. Continued monitoring from his 
medical team as well as navigating other lifelong 
health challenges resulting from the very 
treatments that saved his life are now his norm. 

Fernando continues, “In summer 2019, I 
started trying to piece my life back together. I was 
discussing the future with a hospital social 
worker and she told me CASA would be a perfect 
fit. I’m so glad I took her words to heart; I did my 
research, went to an information session, and the 
rest is history.” 

In addition to advocating for three youth, the 
25-year-old cancer survivor used the yearlong 
intern assignment as a sabbatical of sorts, 
undergoing an intensive and thorough LSAT 
study period and he’s now amid the nerve-
wracking law school admissions process. I asked 
him how he juggles it all, when each ball carries 
great weight: “I’ve always been a ‘yes’ person. If 
something needs to be done, I’ll do it. Some may 
not see that as a positive as I do … but there’s 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service
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Chess 
Lessons 

VIGIL AGAINST HATRED, TERRORISM DRAWS COMMUNITY TOGETHER 
"I realized that Cranford is very much like 

Colleyville," said Rabbi Paul Kerbel, TBEMC's 
spiritual leader and vigil organizer. "I have a 
close relationship with my fellow clergy who are 
here today. We care about Cranford and we care 
about our community. We have different beliefs 
and likely different political opinions. But we 
believe in pluralism, equity, and diversity."  

In Texas on January 15, Rabbi Charlie Cytron-
Walker welcomed what appeared to be a 
homeless man into the synagogue, preparing a 
cup of tea for him. He leaned on the hospitality 
taught through biblical tradition: welcome the 
stranger. But as the Shabbat morning services 
began, the man cocked his gun and held the rabbi 
and four congregants hostage for 11 hours.  

While the hostages in Colleyville made it out 
alive, recent history shows this is not always the 
case. Jewish institutions in New Jersey, New 
York, Pennsylvania, California, and many other 
places have experienced terrorism due to their 
religion, sometimes resulting in death.  

(above) Rabbi Paul Kerbel addresses a crowd 
of about 125 Cranford neighbors, at TBEMC’s 

vigil against hatred and terrorism.
Photo by TBEMC

Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim 
A vigil held on February 6 at Temple Beth-El 

Mekor Chayim reflected on the acts of hate 
against a synagogue in Colleyville, Texas and 
affirmed Cranford’s inclusive culture.  

"Never forget. Never again. But it happens 
again and again and again and again. It is time 
for all of us to stand up and scream, ‘enough is 
enough!’ All of us–Jews, Christians, Muslims, 
atheists. Enough is enough." These powerful 
words were spoken by Bruce Solomon, co-
president of Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim 
(TBEMC).   

A crowd of approximately 125 people gathered 
and heard remarks from members of the Cranford 
Clergy Council, Cranford Mayor Kathleen Miller 
Prunty, and a statement written by Cranford's 
Superintendent of Schools. The vigil was 
attended by the Cranford Chief of Police and 
other police officers, as well as members of the 
Cranford Fire Department and Township 
Committee.  

"To our Jewish neighbors, community 
members, family members: we see you. We hear 
you," said Reverend Cameron Overbey of the 
Cranford United Methodist Church, and 
chairman of the Cranford Clergy Council. "We 
recommit to making our community one in 
which … you do not have to live in fear simply 
because of your religion or your culture."  

The gathering included neighbors, friends and 
TBEMC congregants in true community spirit. 
"We know that silence and a blind eye means that 
hatred and the haters win," said Mayor Prunty.

CRANFORD RECREATION  
& PARKS DEPARTMENT 

Presents 
TUESDAYS 

FEB. 8 - MAR 29, 2022 
5:30 to 6:30 

$30 PER CLASS 
BEGINNERS ON UP! 
All equipment supplied. 

CRANFORD 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

220 Walnut Avenue 
Cranford, NJ 07016 

Register online at:  
register.capturepoint.com/cranford 
or Pay as you go - 908-709-7283. 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$35 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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RENNA MEDIA 
LAUNCHES THREE NEW 

NEWSPAPERS

(above) Joe and Tina Renna, owners of Renna 
Media, LLC, publish 24 direct-mailed 

community newspapers with a total circulation 
of 160,000. They have been publishing 

community newspapers since 1998. For more 
information, please visit rennamedia.com.

Beginning in March three new towns have 
joined Renna Media’s growing family of 
newspapers: Florham Park Press, Millburn Short 
Hills Monthly, and Elmora Hills Elizabeth. 
Renna Media is now mailing 160,000, town-
specific newspapers, to 24 towns each month. 

The newspapers’ goal is to be a positive 
influence on the economic development and 
overall well-being of the town. Our publications 
exist to share community service news and the 
good things that are happening in the community. 

Renna Media is a Cranford, NJ based business 
owned and operated by husband and wife team 
of Joe and Tina Renna. Renna Media’s family of 
24 community newspapers are published in 
Morris, Essex, Union and Somerset counties, 
with a total circulation of 160,000. The 
publications are “hyperlocal” in nature in that 
they contain information focused on each 
individual town, and are direct mailed within 
those towns. 

The concept of being hyper-local is to give 
local businesses a venue to promote services. 
Reaching local customers gives you the highest 
return for your advertising dollars. The 
newspapers are designed (black ink on 
newsprint) to keep the cost of an advertisement 
to as low as $60. Regional businesses can take 
advantage of one low rate for advertising in 
multiple towns.  

Renna Media also prints full-color flyers that 
get mailed along with the newspapers. A cost 
effective alternative to mailing postcards. 

For more information about Renna Media 
publications, please visit rennamedia.com.  

You can contact Tina Renna regarding 
advertising, or to submit news, via email 
info@rennamedia.com; or call 908-418-5586.

• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING 
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why. 

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES 
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs. 

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS 
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website 
• NO OBLIGATION 
This service is recommended even if you have an existing  
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

Call for a consultation 
if you do not have a website 

or if need a new one. 
Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS  
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN

ONE TIME 
FLAT FEE 

$250

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

FLYERS 

$35 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$50 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single poay is $20

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.  
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

CHECK FOR SPOTTED LANTERNFLY EGG MASSES
NJ Department of Agriculture 

The weather is warming up, check your trees 
for Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) egg masses. When 
you find them crush them. Use an old bank card, 
small rolling pin or putty knife. 

Citizens are advised to destroy the Spotted 
Lanternfly in all its forms. 

SLF is a serious invasive pest with a healthy 
appetite for our plants and it can be a significant 
nuisance, affecting the quality of life and 
enjoyment of the outdoors. The spotted lanternfly 
uses its piercing-sucking mouthpart to feed on 
sap from over 70 different plant species. It has a 
strong preference for economically important 
plants and the feeding damage significantly 
stresses the plants which can lead to decreased 
health and potentially death. 

As SLF feeds, the insect excretes honeydew (a 
sugary substance) which can attract bees, wasps, 
and other insects. The honeydew also builds up 
and promotes the growth for sooty mold (fungi), 
which can cover the plant, forest understories, 
patio furniture, cars, and anything else found 
below SLF feeding.

(above) The weather is warming up, check your 
trees for Spotted Lanternfly egg masses. When 

you find them crush them. Use an old bank 
card, small rolling pin or putty knife.
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SHOP FROM HOME 
Visit our website: 

MaranoSonsAuto.com 

Search over 135 vehicles 
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /  
Body type / Engine specs / etc. 
 
Featuring Online Purchasing. 
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles. 
 
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only. 
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations: 
 
 

Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Like us on 
Facebook!!!

Credit problems? 
Call us to get you approved!

SUV & Trucks 
507-13 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-1551 
Fax 908-789-2744

Cars & Specialty Vehicles 
150 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-0555 
Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!


