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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME 
AND BUSINESS IN CLARK
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1st ADVANTAGE

*Disregard if currently listed.

IT MIGHT BE COLD  
OUTSIDE, BUT IF YOU’RE  
THINKING OF SELLING,  
JUMP INTO A “HOT”  

REAL ESTATE MARKET! 
Selling homes for top dollar 
in a short amount of time!  

Call us now to find out how! 
Clark Residents & Specialists

Clark: Prime location building lot  
in Hillcrest Area, or build your  

own 30+ years of listing & selling  
in our home town of Clark

JERRY & LISA SCATURO 
732-259-3937

732-382-0200

www.alltownerealty.com
30 Brant Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

We’ll Exceed Your Expectations! 
Call Now For A Free Home Evaluation 

732-381-1190

SELLING YOUR HOME? GIVE US A CALL! 
Call Your In Town Clark Specialist All Towne Realty

Looking for 
your Pot O'Gold? 

Call us and we'll get 
your home SOLD!

CLARK SENIORS CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S DAY
Clark senior citizens had the opportunity to enjoy a fun 

Valentine-themed monthly meeting in February. Recreation 
Director Ralph Bernardo provided seniors a box lunch from 
the Honey Baked Company. Entertainment was provided by 
Great Scott the Magician.   

“These seniors represent a lot of history in the town of 

Clark,” said Bernardo. “Doing these types of special things 
for them throughout the year brings them joy and shows our 
gratitude too.” The meeting closed with a visit from Clark 
preschoolers who gave each senior a handmade Valentine’s 
Day card. Attendees also received a box of chocolates and 
Valentine’s Day cookies. Photos by Township of Clark

(above, l-r) Great Scott the Magician

(above) Clark preschool children present seniors with 
handmade cards for Valentine’s Day. 



CLARK MONTHLY • Page 2  • March 2022 

Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Clark Monthly is published by Renna 
Media. 6,700 newspapers are printed 
monthly and mailed to every business and 
resident in Clark. 

Although great care has been taken to 
ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability 
for errors or omissions. 
©2022 Contents of this newspaper cannot be 
reproduced without written consent from 
Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.), send us your news! 

Email: editor@rennamedia.com 
Online at www.rennamedia.com 

like us on facebook.com/ 
Clark Monthly 

Tina Renna: 908-418-5586 
tinarenna@rennamedia.com 

Joe Renna: 908447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

HURT AT WORK? CALL VINCENT! 908-232-2040

VINCENT JESUELE, ESQ. 
Kessler, DiGiovanni & Jesuele, LLC 

Attorneys At Law 

“Your Legal Eagles” 

(908) 232-2040 

E-Mail: Kessler54@comcast.net 

www.injuryhq.com 

152 Central Avenue, Suite 200 

Clark, New Jersey 07066

I have been handling workers compensation cases 
throughout New Jersey for more than 35 years.   
We are a small firm that gives personalized service.  
When you call about your workers compensation case,  
you will speak to Vincent, not a secretary or paralegal.

VALLEY ROAD SCHOOL HOLDS PAINT NIGHT
Clark Public Schools  

Valley Road School students and parents put 
their art skills to the test during a recent PTA-
sponsored Paint Night. Under the direction of art 
teacher, Kerry Kennedy, the students painted 
Valentine’s themed puppy dogs. Eighty second 
and third graders attended this exciting event. 

Mrs. Kennedy stated, "Paint night is a fun and 
enjoyable evening that brings the school 
community together. The students and parents 
created beautiful pieces!" The third and final 
paint night takes place on March 7th for fourth 
and fifth grade students. Families can sign up 
through Genesis.

Photos by Clark Public Schools

(above l-r) Valley Road School students enjoy Paint Night.
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30 BRANT AVENUE CLARK, NJ 07066 

www.alltownerealty.com

 

       We sold these properties  
            & we can sell yours too!  
Take advantage of this HOT market 
     & call one of us Today 732-381-1190

PLATINUM

LORI KAZANOWSKI 
Cell 732-713-4984

KAREN WOHLRAB 
Cell 908-720-2121

BRONZE

Congratulations to Our All Towne Realty 

2021 Circle of Excellence Award Recipients!

CLOSED PROPERTIES IN 2021 
80 Barnegat Blvd South, Barnegat 
620 Old Dutch Rd., Bedminster 
295 Douglas Rd, Bernards Twp 
21 Shaffer Ave., Branchburg 
77 John St, Clark 
39 Frances Dr., Clark 
45 Starlite Drive, Clark 
17 Hillside Ave., Clark 
1119 Maurice Ave., Clark 
12 Ascot Way, Clark 
47 Briarwood Path, Clark 
12 Yorktown Dr., Clark 
61 Coldevin Rd., Clark 

309 Oak Ridge Rd., Clark 
1 Rose Terrance, Clark 
15 Tudor Dr, Clark  
303 West Ln., Clark 
84 Wheatsheaf Rd, Clark 
1 Jarvis Ter, Clark 
5 Tudor Dr., Clark 
14 Washington St, Clark 
118 Jupitor St., Clark 
61 Sycamore Rd, Clark 
26 Rugby Rd., Colonia 
10 Wildwood Place, Colonia 
29 Roselle Ave., Cranford 
31 Iroquios Rd., Cranford 

345 Diamond Spring Rd., Denville 
9 Boltin St., Edison 
27 Morrell St, Elizabeth 
247 Fulton St., Elizabeth 
46 Florida St, Elizabeth 
43 Fox Grape Rd., Flemington 
244 3rd Ave, Garwood 
109 Willow Ave, Garwood 
408 Hemlock St., Garwood 
304 Myrtle Ave, Garwood 
299 Gemini, Hillsborough 
91 Park Dr. Kenilworth 
117 Woodland Dr., Keyport 
829 Erudo St., Linden 

25 E. 13th St., Linden 
911 Cranford Ave., Linden 
345 Miltonia St., Linden 
2731 Wickersham Ave., Linden 
1611 Wood Ave., Linden 
2006 Orchard Terr, Linden 
2616 Orchard Terr., Linden 
110 Main Street, Linden 
2603 Summit Ter, Linden 
613 Miltonia St, Linden 
41 Pallant Ave, Linden 
1037 Forest Dr., Linden 
207 W 11th St, Linden 
2838 Wickersham Ave, Linden 

123 Springfield Rd, Linden 
315 Lincoln St, Linden 
2 Sherwood Cir. Linden 
230 Marion Ave., Linden 
936 Baldwin Ave., Linden 
1607 Summit Ter, Linden 
345 Raritan Rd, Linden 
1706 Westover Rd, Linden 
46 Edgewood Rd., Linden 
612 Ainsworth St, Linden 
148 E. Chestnut Ave., Metuchen 
11 Clinton Ave., New Providence 
701 Pine St, North Brunswick 
67 Elm Ave., Rahway 

2010 Rutherford St. Rahway 
1650 Columbus Pl, Rahway 
39 Frances Dr, Rahway 
2124 Evans St, Rahway 
1215 Kline Pl., Rahway 
2020 Rutherford St, Rahway 
160 Cornell Ave., Rahway 
404 E. 6th Ave., Roselle 
217 E Clay Ave, Roselle Park 
119 Warren Ave, Roselle Park 
124 Briar Hills Circle, Springfield  
302 Passaic Ave., Stirling 
143-C Beverly Hills Ter, Woodbridge

JOYCE KACZMAREK 
Cell 908-902-9198

MARIA MUNOZ 
Cell 908-249-3948
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15-19 Wood Avenue South, Linden, NJ 
908-862-2334 

Visit Our Website for Directions & Menu  
linwoodinntaphouse.com 

     Visit us on Facebook      Follow us on Instagram

Visit our website  and select online ordering. You can also download 
the Mobilebytes loyalty app and place your order there.  

www.linwoodinntaphouse.com

Monday - Closed 
Tuesday 12pm - 11pm 

Wed 12pm - 11pm 
Thursday 12pm - 12am 

Friday 12pm - 12am 
Saturday 12pm - 12 am 
Sunday 12pm - 11pm

For online ordering, go to our website, www.linwoodinntaphouse.com 
and select online ordering, or download the mobilebytes loyalty app.   
Earn points with every order for Mobilebytes.

Watch 

March M
adnes

s 

on our 35 Big Screen TVs

Scan QR code for 
One Bite Pizza  
Reviews Video 

RATED 8.2 BY 
BARSTOOL PIZZA’S 
DAVE PORTNOY! 

35 IMPORT, 
CRAFT & DOMETIC 

TAP BEERS

PACK 145 LION DEN TOURS CLARK POLICE DEPARTMENT
Submitted by Michelle Gargiulo 

The Lion Den of Clark’s Cub Scout Pack 145 
took a tour of the town's new Police Department 
on the morning of January 17, 2022, 

The boys are working towards their “Animal 
Kingdom” loop — which encompasses learning 
about what, as well as who, make up a 
community.  

Clark’s local ShopRite generously donated a 
$50 gift card, which was used to purchase various 
snacks to fill the officers’ new break room. 

During the tour, the boys got to learn a little 
about the day in the life of a detective, visit the 
control room where there were large screens that 
showcased surveillance of areas in Clark 
(including the jail cell!), and had a lesson on the 

(above) Pack 145 Lion Den visiting the Clark Police Department. Photo by Pack 145

importance of using 911, as well as knowing your 
address.  

All in all, it was a fun and informative 
experience from some of Clark’s finest 
community members, to some of its youngest.

RAHWAY’S
FISHING FLEA MARKET 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2022 

9 am to 2 pm  

ST. THOMAS CHURCH HALL 
1400 St. Georges Ave, Rahway NJ 

*Door Prizes Every Half Hour* 
Food and Refreshments, New-Used-Antique 

  *Tackle Store Blowouts* 
  “Bluegills to Bluefins” 
  Fishing and Boating Items 

Admission: $5, Kids under 12 - FREE 
Info: 732-381-2165 

Email: info@fishingfleamarkets.com
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Thinking of selling your home? 
Why not use the #1 agent in Clark!

LORI’S CLARK TRANSACTIONS FROM 1/1/20 TO PRESENT

TOTAL NUMBER OF TRANSACTIONS = 126, 92 ARE IN CLARK 

SOLD 
15 Westfield Ave.  
40 Ivy St. 
15 Tudor Dr. 
10 Washington St., Unit 03 
47 Briarwood Path 
39 King St. 
56 Lexington Blvd. 
13 Blake Dr. 
213 East Lane 
1168 Lake Ave., Unit 4 
45 Wendell Pl. 
501 Oak Ridge Rd. 
309 Oak Ridge Rd. 
29 Conger Way 
13 Florence Dr. 
303 West Ln. 
1 Rose Ter. 

Lori Kazanowski 
Realtor®-Associate 

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 
1999-2005 Bronze/Silver years 

Gold 2006-2012  
Platinum Award: 2013, 2014, 2015,  
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

In my many years as a top producing realtor, I have  
been involved in a tremendous amount of Clark  
transactions. I live and work here and know  
everything this outstanding town and school system  
has to offer. Using an agent with a proven track record 
is very important. I put an enormous effort into  
marketing, advertising and customer satisfaction.  
Since 1/1/20 to present, I have had 126 transactions,  
92 in Clark, and have many homes that are currently  
under contract. I also made the highest level  
of Platinum for 2021 Circle of Excellence Award  
which ranks overall in the top 1% of Realtors in  
New Jersey. I also made Top Agent Magazine!

187 Liberty St. 
11 Harding Ave. 
40 John St. 
77 John St. 
17 Hillside Ave. 
11 Avon Rd. 
81 New York Ave. 
42 Kenneth Pl. 
303 West Ln. 
1 Kathryn St. 
29 Hillside Ave. 
9 Shetland Dr. 
12 Yorktown Dr. 
84 Wheatsheaf Rd. 
12 Ascot Way 
301 West Lane 
1119 Maurice Ave. 
1 Longfellow Lane 

8 Wendell Place 
13 Blake Dr. 
42 School St. 
29 Harvey Ct. 
18 Yorktown Dr. 
45 Starlite Dr. 
1538 Franklin St. 
40 Conger Way 
15 Ayers Lane 
72 Dorset Dr. 
5 Schmidt Lane 
269 Willow Way 
18 Ginesi Dr. 
7 Blake Dr. 
43 Willow way 
95 Briarheath Ln. 
18 Terhune Rd. 
1 Jarvais Ter. 

Using a top producer is not expensive. It’s priceless!

39 Frances Dr. 
28 Gibson Blvd. 
41 Largo Lane 
5 Tudor Dr. 
111 Westfield Ave. 
14 Washington St. 
118 Jupitor St. 
61 Sycamore Rd. 
18 Terhune Rd. 
15 Briarheath Ln. 
43 Kathryn St. 
54 Harding Ave. 
 
UNDER CONTRACT 

306 Parkway Dr.  
1 Plymouth Rd. 
75 Union County Pkwy

For a free market analysis call  
Preferred # 

Cell: 732-713-4984  
Office: 732-453-2489 

or email me at  
Lkaz@comcast.net
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SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED
expedite the process.   

The Board of Education recently increased the 
pay rates for our substitute teachers. These new 
daily rates are as follows.  

Substitute Certificate: $95.00 (first five days) 
and $100.00 (on the sixth or more day)  

College Degree: $105.00 (first five days) and 
$110.00 (on the sixth or more day)  

Certified: $120.00 (first five days) and $125.00 
(on the sixth or more day)  

You are eligible for the "sixth or more day" 
rate of pay as soon as you reach your sixth day 
substituting in our district, not necessarily 
consecutive days or for the same teacher.  

Please read the Applying as a Substitute 
Teacher in the Clark Public Schools document at 
tinyurl.com/ynnk9pe2. This document can also 
be found on the district website under that same 
Departments > Human Resources tab.  

Questions? Contact Mrs. Bonnie Bryson by 
email at bbryson@clarkschools.org. 

Clark Public Schools  
Interested in becoming a substitute teacher for 

the Clark Public Schools? Please visit 
clarkschools.org and then follow the below steps 
to apply online: 

Select Departments > Human Resources > 
Employment Opportunities > Categories > 
Substitute. Then scroll down to Substitute 
Teacher 2021-2022 School Year. You will apply 
there.  
YOU WILL NEED:  
1. A County substitute teacher certificate OR a 
completed County substitute teacher application 
that requires an official college transcript 
showing: the completion of at least 30 college 
credits AND current college enrollment OR the 
completion of at least 60 college credits   
2. TB/Mantoux test result   
3. Criminal history background check (i.e., 
fingerprints for public school employment)   

Submitting all three of the above together will 

A VIRTUAL VISIT FROM 
A COMMUNITY HELPER

Clark Public Schools 
The Clark Public Library’s Children’s 

Librarian Dierdre Morley recently visited 
kindergarten classes at Valley Road School via 
Zoom as part of their Community Helpers Unit. 
Morley shared the important role of the Library 
in town and what her job as a librarian entails, 
specifically how she helps the community.   

She then shared the story Larry Gets Lost in 
the Library. According to Kindergarten teacher 
Kimberly Nacht, “The classes really enjoyed 
getting to see a ‘real live community helper’ that 
they could ask questions to. It sparked an interest 
in going to the library and many were inspired to 
take a trip there with their parents! We thank Ms. 
Morley for visiting us and, not only sharing her 
important role as a community helper, but her 
love of reading!”

(above) Visiting Librarian Dierdre Morley gets 
Valley Road School kindergartners involved in 

her presentation.
Photo by Clark Public Schools

HOME & POOL DECKS 
Back Yard Design • Pavers 

973-722-2192 
amachado@thiesengroup.com 

thiesengroup.com
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295 New Providence Road, Mountainside 
5 Bedrooms | 4.2 Baths | $1,575,000

214 Park Street, Westfield 
5 Bedrooms | 3.1 Baths | $1,100,000

155 N. Euclid Avenue, Westfield 
5 Bedrooms | 4.2 Baths | $1,795,000

1370 Johnston Drive, Watchung 
8 Bedrooms | 5.1 Baths | $900,000
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“Your Home Sold, Guaranteed . . . or We Buy IT!”

STUDENTS ATTEND LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Clark Public Schools  

Sixteen Carl H. Kumpf Middle School 
students recently attended the NJ State Elks 
Association Path to Leadership Conference at the 
Ocean Place Resort and Spa in Long Branch. 
Teacher Suzanne Hamilton and Guidance 
Counselor Danielle Crincoli accompanied them. 
Over 450 students from around the state attended.   

The conference focused on bullying, 
cyberbullying, social media issues, and related 
topics. The students learned how to best handle 
these situations and how to be a leader amongst 

their peers. Kumpf students enjoyed the 
conference and the opportunity to collaborate 
with students from other NJ schools.  

Kumpf Principal Rick Delmonaco said, “I am 
extremely happy that we could send these student 
leaders to such a worthwhile program. The 
lessons they learned will help them in the future. 
These young student leaders represented our 
school and town in such a positive manner.”   

The Clark Municipal Alliance and the Clark 
Board of Education shared the cost to send the 
students to the conference.

(above) Kumpf students attended a Path to Leadership Conference.
Photo by Clark Public Schools

2/2/22 TIME CAPSULES 
WILL BE OPENED 3/3/33

Clark Public Schools 
First grade students at Frank K. Hehnly 

Elementary School in Ms. Sarah Kasko, Mrs. 
Samantha Johnsen, Mrs. Sharon DeAngelis, and 
Ms. Lisa Cepeda’s classes created small time 
capsules to remember 2/2/22—a unique date. 
Their time capsules include their current likes, 
future occupation, and words of encouragement 
to their future selves. The students can open their 
mini time capsules 11 years from now on another 
unique date—3/3/33. Ms. Kasko observed, 
“When the letters are being opened, this bunch 
will be in the middle of their senior year of high 
school. These letters are sure to bring back the 
exciting memories made in first grade.”

Photos by Clark Public Schools

(above) The time capsule of a Hehnly 
Elementary School student who loves pandas 

and hopes to be a mom.

Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

TANK SWEEPS $50 OFF

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
FLAT RATE $1,995

• Houses 
• Decks 
• Roofs 
• Patios 
• Driveways 
• Fences 
• Siding 
• Gutters 
• And More

Call, text or email today 
for a free estimate and ask about 

our SPRING CLEANING special! 

(732) 596-7525 
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com
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Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs. 

• 1 hour denture repairs  
• 3 hour lab relines laboratory on premises  
• All repairs schedule permitting 

OFFICE COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS 

It’s time for new dentures!

Ask about 
implant supported dentures.

✔ All staff & patients screened and temperatures taken 
✔ Reduced reception seating ✔ Shielded reception desk 
✔ Personal protective equipment for the dental team 

✔ Intra-oral high speed suction systems 
✔ UV wands for surfaces and equipment 
✔ Operatories with HEPA and UV-C filtration

u a r q

CARE PACKAGES FOR US TROOPS 
St. Agnes R.C. Church 

to the Middle East. Our generous parishioners 
donated various items for the troops. The 
children in the religious education program 
made cards for the troops. The high school 

Youth Group assembled the care packages. It 
was a great service project and we were happy to 
show love and appreciation to our US troops for 
their dedication and service to our country.

(above) The St. Agnes Youth Group assembled care packages for our troops in the Middle East.

St Agnes R.C. Church undertook a project to 
create care packages for US troops stationed in 
the Middle East. One of our priests, Father AJ 
DeSilva, is an Army chaplain who was deployed 

(908) 202-1702 CELL 
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE 
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX 
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE 
elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

Elizabeth Bataille 
Sales Associate
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CLARK LIBRARY MARCH EVENTS

Krafty Kids  
Wednesdays, March 9 & 23 at 3:30 p.m.  
Join us as we make some fun and creative 

artwork. Using a few art supplies we will make 
a new craft each session. Don’t forget to bring 

your imagination and creativity!   
[Virtual] Opera Talks with Tanisha Mitchell: 

Marian Anderson  
Wednesday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m.  

Join librarian and opera singer Tanisha Mitchell 
for this virtual opera talk. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Cranford Public Library. This 
program is part of our Better Together series 

with the Cranford Public Library.  
Tinker Tots: Leap into Science  

Thursday, March 10 at 10:00 a.m.  
Come join us for a morning of fun science 

activities perfect for little ones. This month we 
will Leap into Science and learn about light and 
shadow. Curriculum and supplies are provided 
by the Franklin Institute. For children ages 3 

through Pre-K. Registration required.   
Teen Thursday: St. Patricks’ Day Wreath  

Thursday, March 10 at 3:00 p.m.   
Make an adorable shamrock wreath to hang for 

St. Patrick’s Day. Open to Grades 6-12.  
[Virtual] Pajama Time  

Thursday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m.  
Join us in your PJs for an evening Storytime 

session for the family on Zoom. Register to get 
the Zoom link.  

[Hybrid] Stories & More  
Fridays, March 11, 18, 25 at 10:00 a.m.  
Stories, movement, songs, and a take-home 

craft for active listeners ages 3-5. In person or 
via Zoom. Registration is required for supplies.  

[Virtual] Adult Coloring Club  
Friday, March 11 and 25 at 11:00 a.m.  
Pick up coloring sheets and crayons at the 

Library or use your own and meet up on Zoom 
for some soothing music and relaxation.  

[Virtual] Revolutionary Women: 
Writing About War  

Wednesday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m.  
The Museum of the American Revolution in 

Philadelphia will present this fascinating virtual 
talk on Revolutionary Women.  

Little Scientist: 
Leap into Science with Light and Shadow  

Thursday, March 17 at 3:30 p.m.  
Children will explore the characteristics of light 

and shadow by listening to a story, recreating 
shadow shapes, and designing shadow shapes 

of their own. For children ages 6 and up. 
Equipment provided by the Franklin Institute.   
[Adult; In-Person] The Five-Week Book Club  

Thursday, March 17 at 7:00 p.m.   
Our book this month is Uncanny Valley: a 

Memoir, by Anna Wiener. A young millennial 
seeking meaningful work lands a job in the 

heart of Silicon Valley and gives us a first-hand 
glimpse into the rapidly transforming tech 

industry. See a librarian if you need a copy of 
the book.  

[Adult] The Crafty Folks  
Friday, March 18 at 3:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 24 at 7:00 p.m.   
Make a no-sew fleece pillow. This is an Adult 
craft but Teens in High School are welcome!  

Evening Book Club  
Monday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m.  

We will be discussing The Language of Flowers 
by Vanessa Diffenbaugh. See a librarian or 

email reference@clarklibrary.org for the book.  
LEGO® Club & Craft  

Friday, March 25 from 3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.  
Join us for the LEGO® Club at the Clark Public 
Library! Create your own LEGO® structures. 

LEGOS are provided by the Library. For 
children in Grades K-5.  

Leap into Science Family Workshop  
Saturday, March 26 at 10:00 a.m.  

Leap into Science is a nationwide program from 
The Franklin Institute that integrates open-

ended science activities with children’s books 
for children and families to learn together. This 
Month is all about light and shadows. Families 

with children ages 3 and up will be able to 
investigate the characteristics of light and the 

ways it interacts with other objects.  
LEGO® We Do Robots  

Saturday, March 26 at 1:00 p.m.  
Join us for the 8th Annual New Jersey Makers 
Day! We will provide our LEGO Robots for 

groups to build. New Jersey Makers Day 
inspires and activates libraries to showcase and 
highlight STEM and maker culture, enhancing 
life-long learning. For children in Grades K-5.  

[Virtual] Teen Advisory Board Meeting  
Monday, March 28 at 7:00 p.m.  

Teens, let your voice be heard at the Library! 
The Teen Advisory Board (TAB) helps create, 
plan, and run teen programs and services they 
would like offered at the Clark Public Library. 
Open to teens in Grades 6-12. Members can 

earn volunteer hours for attending meetings and 
for participating in TAB activities.  

New! Inkthoughts  
Thursday, March 31 at 4:00 p.m.  

A gathering of poets and poetry lovers, this 
group is open to Adults & Young Adults in high 

school and older. A casual group who enjoy 
talking about, writing, reading and performing 

poetry, speeches, and essays.  
Female Spies of World War II  

Thursday, March 31 at 7:00 p.m.  
Join us as speaker Alisa Dupuy from The 

Ladies of History portrays real-life spymaster 
Vera Atkins in this thrilling exposé of women 

that were never suspected of being spies.  
Boredom Buster for Kids  

Each month we have a new take-home craft for 
kids to pick up and make at their leisure. 

Available now, while supplies last. 
Boredom Buster for Adults and Teens  

Each month we have a new take-home craft for 
adults and teens to pick up and make at their 
leisure. Available now, while supplies last. 

[Hybrid] Baby Bookworms  
Tuesdays, March 8, 15, 22, 29 

at 10:00 a.m.  
Babies and toddlers are invited to enjoy books, 
songs, rhymes, lap bounces, and fingerplays in 

person or via Zoom.  
Totally New Tuesdays  

March  8, 15, 22 at 6:30 p.m.   
Movies are back at the Library! No registration 

is required.   
Thursday Afternoon Movies  

March 10, 17, 24 at 1:00 p.m.  
Movies are back at the Library! No registration 

is required.   
Celebrate Through Film: 
Women's History Month  

Fridays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 at 1:00 p.m.  
Join us every Friday in March as we screen a 
movie featuring important women in history. 

Registration not required.  
Barks & Books  

Saturday, March 5; 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or 
Tuesday, March 22; 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.   
If you have a young, reluctant or struggling 

reader, we want you to meet our therapy dogs! 
Therapy dogs are non-judgmental listeners and 

furry friends to read to that won’t laugh if a 
child makes a mistake or stumbles over a word. 

Over time, the child’s reading ability and 
confidence can improve from practicing their 

skills. Children will each get approximately 15 
minutes of reading time with Bubble, Magnolia, 

or Sophie. Register for a 15-minute time slot.  
Tales for Tots  

Mondays, March 7, 14, 21, 28 
at 10:00 a.m.  

Stories and songs for active listeners. Geared 
toward ages 2-3 with a caregiver. Older children 

are welcome. Thirty minutes of open play 
follows. Registration required.  

[Virtual] Women’s History Month Kahoot! 
for Kids  

Monday, March 7 at 3:30 p.m.  
Celebrate Black History Month with a game of 
trivia on Kahoot! just for kids! The faster you 
answer, the more points you earn. A computer, 
tablet, or smartphone is needed to play Kahoot! 
Clark residents may borrow Chromebooks or 
iPads from the Library. Prizes for the winner 

and runners-up. Prizes must be picked up; they 
will not be mailed.  

303 Westfield Ave, Clark, NJ 07066 • Tel: 732-388-5999 x2 • Email: reference@clarklibrary.org • www2.youseemore.com/clarkpl/ 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9:30 am - 9:00 pm • Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed

908-494-0961 Free Consultation 
bluemoonestatesales.com 

Estate Liquidation • Estate Sales • Downsizing 
Let our experience and powerful 

customer base do the work for you. 
Helping Families • Selling Treasures • Having Fun 



CLARK MONTHLY • Page 13  • March 2022 

1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

CASA of Union County 
In honor of Child Abuse Prevention Month in 

April, Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) of Union County has launched 
Flags4FosterYouth, and is seeking community 
members to help create a sea of blue to raise 
awareness of the devastating consequences of 
child abuse locally and highlight the need for 
community members to train as volunteer child 
advocates.  

Throughout March, the public is encouraged 
to log onto the nonprofit’s campaign page, 
casaofunioncounty.org/Flags4FosterYouth-2022, 
and sponsor blue flags—the color of child abuse 
prevention–for $10 each. The flags will be 
displayed throughout April in three Union 
County towns. Each flag represents one local 
youth involved with the child welfare system.  

“Each youth in the child welfare system has 
experienced varying levels of abandonment, 
abuse, or neglect, and CASA of Union County 
and our advocates work every day to ensure not 
only that their needs are met, but that their best 
interests always remain at the forefront of the 
case,” shared Executive Director Mariel S. 
Hufnagel. “Flags4FosterYouth provides the 
greater community an extraordinary opportunity 
to show each of these children that together we 
have their back. Bring on the blue!”  

According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, at least 1 in 7 children have 
experienced abuse and/or neglect in the past year. 
Since 2005, the nonprofit has recruited, trained, 
and supervised nearly 600 community volunteers 
to advocate for more than 950 such youth, 
protecting best interests and ensuring needs are 
met in the courtroom, classroom, and community. 
As caseworkers, foster home placements and 
schools can change frequently, CASA volunteers 
often are the only consistent, caring, and 
informed adult in a youth’s corner, helping ensure 
already experienced trauma is not exacerbated.   

The public is encouraged to visit the flags on 
public display—the locations will be released in 
early April—take a selfie in the sea of blue, and 
post to social media with the hashtags 
#Flags4FosterYouth #CASAofUC and 
#SayNoToChildAbuse. Flag sponsorship not 
only helps raise awareness of victims of child 
abuse in Union County, but funds raised support 
the organization’s recruitment and training of 
volunteer advocates to serve as extra eyes and 
ears for local judges and a voice for their assigned 
youth.  

Last year, CASA volunteers donated more than 
7,000 hours to serve 338 child-victims, and 99.7 
percent of all court their recommendations were 
accepted by judges. For details on how you can 
become an advocate and Change a Child’s Story, 
or other ways you can support the agency’s 
efforts, contact info@casaofunioncounty.org.

FLAGS 4 FOSTER YOUTH 
CAMPAIGN
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VILLAGE INSURANCE AGENCY 
95 Westfield Avenue  •  Clark, NJ  •  732-396-4466 
www.Village-Insurance.com
Auto • Home • Business

We are agents for 26 major companies including 
Progressive, Travelers, CNA, Hanover and NJ Skylands

Aldo Tripicchio 
Serving the Clark community since 1979

To help you prepare for life’s challenges,  
Village Insurance offers a wide range of  
services and products for individuals,  
families and businesses who are seeking  
financial protection and peace of mind. 

We do business the old fashioned way,  
through personal relationships. 90% of our  
business comes from satisfied clients’ referrals.

Save up to 40% by bundling  
auto and home insurance.

Call us for a FREE estimate 
before you renew your insurance.

Fully Insured Free Estimates

Installation - Repair - Cleaning 
TILE - ASPHALT - SLATE - SHINGLES 

(Slate Roof Hand-Washed) 

908-389-0200

Lic. # 
13VH06601300

Quality Dumpster Rental Services
Galluzzo Brothers

973-424-9640 
galluzzobrothers@aol.com 

galluzzobrothers.com 
24-hour emergency service available.

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL 
Short & Long term

Municipal garbage removal & 
recycling services since 1998.

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 3/31/22.

IT’S AN EXCELLENT TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME!

732-815-1550 
21 Brant Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

ROBERT MICHAEL 
REALTY

The Clark Experts,  
with 30+ YEARS of experience  
selling homes in our town,  
are ready to work hard for you! 
 
Honesty, Reliability, and keeping  
your best interest first and  
foremost is how we conduct  
business here at Clark Coldwell  
Banker-Robert Michael Realty. 
 
Give us a call now for your  
FREE Market Analysis!

A TOUCH OF SPRING DELIVERED WITH MOBILE MEALS 
(908) 233-6146.  

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is affiliated 
with the Garden Club of New Jersey and National 
Garden Clubs, Inc. The Club meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 12:00 p.m. at the 

Scotch Hills Country Club. Membership is open 
to residents of Westfield and surrounding towns. 
For more information, call Sharon Shiraga at 
(908) 228 2865 or visit rakeandhoegc.org or the 
Club’s Facebook page.

Photos by Rake and Hoe Garden Club

(above) Rake and Hoe Garden Club members with their floral creations for Mobile Meals clients 
(front row l-r): Kris Luka, Margot Partridge, Lena Peitsinovski, Jeanie Pelikan, and Betty Gulino; 
(back row l-r): Karen Jolley-Gates, Clare Minick, Beth Siano, Mary Foley Smith, Richard Pelikan, 

Maryfran Annese, and Mary Lou Nolas.

Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield 
Twelve members of the Community Projects 

Committee of Rake and Hoe Garden Club of 
Westfield recently met at the First Baptist Church 
of Westfield, where Mobile Meals originates, and 
made 60 small floral arrangements to accompany 
the meals delivered that day. The club supplies 
the flowers and prepares the arrangements in 
laundry detergent caps. These cheerful 
multicolored floral arrangements were decorated 
with red and pink paper hearts. The club preforms 
this service in spring, fall and winter and is much 
appreciated by the clients who look forward to 
receiving these colorful arrangements. The event 
was coordinated by Kris Luka and Mary Foley 
Smith.  

Mobile Meals is a voluntary, non-profit 
program that provides home-delivered meals to 
those who are unable to shop and prepare their 
own meals on either a temporary or permanent 
basis. It is available to residents of Westfield and 
surrounding communities including 
Mountainside, Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Clark, 
and Cranford. For more information, call 
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ASAL FAMILY NAMED VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR
Department and to the Township of Clark. They 
exemplify the meaning of hard work, dedication, 
and especially giving of themselves and not 
expecting anything in return.” 

After so many years, Bernardo sees the family 
as an extension of his own. He also said they 
were instrumental in bringing about the first 
Winter Festival, which has evolved into Clark 
Recreation’s Annual Tree Lighting over the years. 
The family still volunteers many hours and 
makes significant personal donations to the event 
every year.

(above) Fred and Jean Asal with their daughters, Lisa Dunn and Patty Palmer, receive Clark 
Recreation Volunteers of the Year award from Ralph Bernardo and Myor Sal Bonaccorso.

Photos by Don Smith for Clark Township

Township of Clark  
Recreation Director, Ralph Bernardo, 

recognized the Clark Recreation Volunteers of the 
Year at the January town council meeting. This 
year's winners are a family of four that has been 
volunteering at the Recreation Center since 2005. 

Bernardo named Fred and Jean Asal and their 
daughters, Lisa Dunn and Patty Palmer, as this 
year’s winners. 

“Anything these four do, it’s always with a 
smile, calm personality, humor, and enthusiasm,” 
Bernardo said. “They are assets to the Recreation 

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside 
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and 
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and 
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work. 

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This 
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch 
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced, 
with compensation going back to the homeowner 
for a signed release. 

Serious lnquiries Please!

UGLY HOMES WANTED 
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM 

IN THIS AREA

CALL 833-375-1472 
Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation 

and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC - Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104
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Learn at your own pace with customized sessions.  
Private lessons conducted via Skype, Facetime, etc.  
Sample my playing on Instagram & Soundcloud:  
Search "PJ Cotroneo Band". For information, contact: 

Guitar LessonsV I R T U A L

ONE-ON-ONE 
60 MINUTE INSTRUCTION  $45

PJ Cotroneo 908-380-8438 
pj@pjcotroneoband.com

BFA. The New School-NYC 
MFA, Rutgers-Newark 

Chess 
Lessons 

International Master 
Yaacov Norowitz
• Group or private lessons 
• Live or virtual options 
• Classes for all Levels 

from beginners on up

Call or email Joe Renna: 
joerenna@rennamedia.com  

908-447-1295 
For more info about lessons and 

FREE INTRO CLASS

TATUM DOBBINS HONORED
Clark Public Schools  

Recently, Tatum Dobbins, of Arthur L. 
Johnson High School in Clark, joined together 
with over 140 female student-athletes from New 
Jersey’s high schools, colleges, and universities 
in celebration of National Girls and Women in 
Sports Day (NAGWS). NAGWS is one of the 
largest events in the state that recognizes 
women’s athletics. Tatum was nominated by her 
coaches for her accomplishments as an 
outstanding female high school athlete in Field 
Hockey, Winter Track & Field, and Spring Track 
& Field.    

Tatum has garnered recognition throughout her 
high school athletic career: 
• GPA Challenge Winner (Fall Athletic Teams) 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12  
• First Team All-State Group 1 - Grades 11, 12  
• First Team All-North Jersey:  

Field Hockey - Grades 10, 11, 12  
• MAX Field Hockey Regional Player to Watch                        

Grade 12  
• New Jersey’s Top 100  

Senior Field Hockey Players - Grade 12  
• Third Team All-State Group 1 - Grade 10  

• Four Year Varsity Gold Letter Winner:  
Field Hockey - 2018-2022  

• First Team All-Union County:  
Field Hockey - Grades 10, 11, 12  

• First Team All-Conference:  
Field Hockey - Grades 10, 11, 12  

• Second Team All-Union County:  
Field Hockey - Grade 9  

• Second Team All-Conference:  
Field Hockey - Grade 9  

• Varsity Field Hockey  
Most Valuable Player - Grade 12  

• Varsity Field Hockey Team Award:  
Best Offense - Grades 10, 11  

• Varsity Field Hockey Team Award:  
Rookie of the Year - Grade 9   
Tatum’s accomplishments and involvement off 

the field include: Homecoming Queen, Prom 
Princess, Heroes and Cool Kids, and Blue Cru 
President. The nationwide NAGWS honors the 
success of female athletes and recognizes the 
struggle for equality for women in sports. The 
Outstanding Athlete Awards are presented to one 
individual from each high school, junior college, 
and college throughout the country.  

(above) Tatum Dobbins is Arthur L. Johnson 
High School‘s NAGWS recipient.

Photo by Clark Public Schools
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 3/31/22.

CLASS EXPERIMENT TESTS THE ARCTIC WATERS 
Clark Public Schools  

Kindergarten students in Kimberly Nacht’s 
class at Valley Road Elementary School recently 
studied a unit on Arctic animals. The students 
learned how animal's blubber keeps them warm 
in cold weather and water. As part of the unit, 
the class did an experiment where the children 
felt icy cold water with their bare hands and then 

felt the icy water with their hands immersed in 
blubber—a simulated version, that is—made 
from Crisco. Nacht stated, “We recorded our 
observations like true scientists on a recording 
sheet. The students were amazed at how much 
longer they could keep their hand in the water 
with the blubber hand.”

(above) Kimberly Nacht leads her kindergarten class in a scientific experiment that shows how 
Arctic animals stay warm in frigid temperatures.

908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

 
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL 

THEN TAKE 
$300 OFF 

May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

*Some expiration dates apply so don’t delay

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

FREE ESTIMATES 
0% Financing Available

REEL-STRONG can evaluate your heating and cooling needs with  
no obligation, before you purchase equipment that you may not need. 
We are a full service installation and maintenance company. 
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER • RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS 
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS   • NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

 $25 OFF 
ANY SERVICE CALL 
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance. 

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Rheem 
High Efficiency  

Central Air Conditioning

NJ Clean Energy Program*  
Incentive for the Purchase  

of High Efficiency Heat and AC

ASK US ABOUT OUR  
GREAT WARRANTEES! 

*Some model restrictions may apply.

Keep your cool this summer 
with Reel Strong

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

Visit us on

Serving Union County 
for 97 years!

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, 

Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing 

908-925-0444 
908-928-0031

Serving All 
Union County



CLARK MONTHLY • Page 18  • March 2022 

MEET FERNANDO PORRAS OF CLARK 
By Jahi McDonald, CASA of Union County

always time to do more.” 
In addition to enduring love and respect for his 

close-knit family, Fernando’s fondness for travel 
also keeps him on his toes. Before he embeds 
himself in a law school lecture hall, there are 
plans to travel as much as possible, amid Covid-
restraints and minding his health, of course. He 
recently visited family in Ecuador and soon will 
share his unwavering support for his beloved 
Atletico de Madrid soccer team with a jaunt to 
Spain. 

When life was suddenly outside his firm grasp, 
Fernando reached wider and gripped harder, 
there’s no question. Still, he’s always sure to 
make time for the betterment of others’ lives. He 
fondly quotes an uncle, “Never say you ‘can’t’ do 
something, because what it really means is that 
you ‘won’t.’ It’s stuck with me and allowed me 
to work outside my comfort zone … 
comfortably.” 

While experiences make you who you are — 

and in Fernando’s case that certainly proves true 
—he also reminds me that people make those 
experiences. For us at CASA, that’s Fernando. 
For Fernando, that’s his family, including 
grandparents who modeled resiliency and hard 
work, lessons for which he is grateful. When, 
during the last weeks of his internship, Fernando 
unexpectedly lost his beloved grandfather, 
colleagues at services saw firsthand his tightly 
woven net that is family, and that his commitment 
to life and bettering it comes from a deep well of 
connection, generations old. 

Asked to look back on recent years, when best-
laid plans didn’t happen and an unexpected 
diagnosis did, he offers: “I truly think everything 
happens for a reason. I’ll always have an endless 
number of unanswered questions — but at the 
same time, I’ll always be grateful that I found 
CASA of Union County.” 

In addition to serving as a fall marketing intern 
for CASA of Union County, Jahi McDonald is a 
2020 graduate of Rutgers University-New 
Brunswick, with plans to begin a career in public 
relations and marketing. 
ABOUT CASA OF UNION COUNTY 

Volunteers with Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) of Union County serve as 
extra eyes and ears for family law judges hearing 
cases involving the county’s abused, neglected or 
abandoned children removed from home and 
placed in foster care. 

CASA volunteers have court-ordered access to 
all parties in a foster child’s life, including foster 
parents, doctors, caseworkers, therapists and 
teachers, and incorporate into court reports 
findings from these contacts as well as from their 
own time spent with the youth. Advocates ensure 
a youth’s needs are met and their time in care is 
as short as possible. 

It is CASA of Union County’s goal that every 
Union County foster child have an advocate, yet 
half of the more than 500 such youth still await 
one. Could you be their voice? Contact Lucia to 
learn more lfield@casaofunioncounty.org or visit 
casaofunioncounty.org.

(above) Fernando Porras

By the time this goes to press, my three-month 
internship will have ended. What will endure, is 
getting to know and work alongside my fellow 
intern Fernando Porras. In addition to stepping 
up to serve as an intern a year ago — and 
working some 20+ hours a week since in that 
capacity — he is an active CASA volunteer, well 
into his second case as a child advocate. 

From processing donor thank yous, navigating 
excel spreadsheets, seeking community 
involvement amid a virtual fundraising 
campaign, to shooting videos for social media, 
sorting and hauling holiday wish list toys, and 
even donning superhero costumes for Adoption 
Day, Fernando has been a patient, committed role 
model for CASA’s critical work. His mantra, 
“Anything for the kids,” is one I’ve heard him say 
countless times but seen him put into action even 
more. 

While being an advocate and yearlong intern 
is plenty for a CASA of Union County highlight, 
it’s his personal journey, and all he’s made of it, 
that shines even brighter. After his first CASA 
case –  a 13-year-old boy – closed, he 
immediately began his current case, advocating 
for 5- and 10-year-old brothers. His visits, he 
says, often include intense Beyblades battles. “I 
remember playing with Beyblades at that age, so 
it’s even more memorable to bond over 
something I’m familiar with. Also, superheroes! 
Maybe I’m still a kid at heart,” he quips, adding, 
“As an advocate, you read about their life in 
stacks of paperwork, but being able to spend time 
with them as they enjoy the little things? It gives 
me such a different perspective on life.” When he 
sees their smiles, he says, he’s overcome with joy. 

And joy is something — like every CASA 
youth — that Fernando deserves. In April 2018, 
a month before his college graduation, he was 
diagnosed with leukemia. He says, “Though I 
was told the diagnosis was just a matter of ‘bad 
luck’ … my life turned upside down.” Sparing the 
details of hospitalizations, procedures and 
finishing the tail-end of college amid unknowns 
and medical crises, let’s take Fernando’s lead and 
focus on the positive: August marked three years 
in remission. Continued monitoring from his 
medical team as well as navigating other lifelong 
health challenges resulting from the very 
treatments that saved his life are now his norm. 

Fernando continues, “In summer 2019, I 
started trying to piece my life back together. I was 
discussing the future with a hospital social 
worker and she told me CASA would be a perfect 
fit. I’m so glad I took her words to heart; I did my 
research, went to an information session, and the 
rest is history.” 

In addition to advocating for three youth, the 
25-year-old cancer survivor used the yearlong 
intern assignment as a sabbatical of sorts, 
undergoing an intensive and thorough LSAT 
study period and he’s now amid the nerve-
wracking law school admissions process. I asked 
him how he juggles it all, when each ball carries 
great weight: “I’ve always been a ‘yes’ person. If 
something needs to be done, I’ll do it. Some may 
not see that as a positive as I do … but there’s 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service
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• Individual and Business Tax Returns 
• Full Service Accounting 
• Estate and Inheritance Tax Returns 
• Financial Planning

732-382-2272 
AngeloCPAfirm.com 

18 Brant Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066 

Serving the Public since 1984

Let us help you make 
this year a great success!

TEACHER AND FAMILY HELPS 
THOSE AFFECTED BY TORNADO

Clark Public Schools 
Arthur L. Johnson High School Spanish 

Teacher Jessica Lopez-Otalvaro, her husband 
German, and their three children Bianca, 12, 
Trinity, 10, and John, 8, left for Kentucky on 
December 24 to help those affected by the 
December 10th tornado which took the lives of 
58 people and left devastation throughout the 
area.   

Lopez-Otalvaro shared that the timing 
reminded her family of a time when the 
community came together to help them. Three 
years ago, their house flooded while the family 
was away. Lopez-Otalvaro is grateful to all those 
who helped her family and wanted to “pay it 
forward.” 

Additionally, according to Lopez-Otalvaro, 
“We went because we wanted to help others in 
need and also to teach our children the 
importance of serving others. We hoped that 

spending Christmas putting others first and 
giving rather than receiving would help show 
them that.”  

Prior to leaving, Lopez-Otalvaro organized a 
collection at ALJ and the larger Clark community 
for a variety of items including food, toys, and 
clothing. The family actually had to get a bigger 
trailer given the amount of donations received. 
Once in Kentucky, the family distributed the 
items door to door. They spoke with residents and 
heard their stories as well as felt their gratitude. 
They were also able to use monetary donations 
received to buy other items needed. 

Lopez-Otalvaro continued, “It was a life-
changing experience that brought us even closer 
as a family to spend Christmas helping others in 
their time of need. Everyone there was so 
incredibly grateful to the entire Clark community 
and beyond  who helped make this possible.”

(above) The Lopez-Otalvaro Family

Courtesy photo

REPAIR CAFE EVENT 
SET FOR MARCH 26

Repair Café Garden State 
Bring your beloved but broken items to 

Summit’s Repair Café on Saturday, March 26 
from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. at Christ Church, located at 
561 Springfield Avenue, at the corner of 
Springfield and New England Avenues, Summit, 
NJ. Please follow outdoor signage and enter the 
event from New England Avenue. No 
appointment necessary.  Non-Summit residents 
are welcome. 

Repair services available at this event include 
small electronics, jewelry, sewing/textiles, lamps, 
wooden items, and knife sharpening. This is a 
free event, but please note that a voluntary 
contribution is appreciated when an item is 
brought for repair. Donations help to fund future 
repair events. Replacement parts for lamps will 
be on hand for an at-cost fee. Please only bring 
items that you can carry unaided into our event.  

Summit’s Repair Café events are co-sponsored 
by the Summit Area Green Faith Circle and 
Repair Café Garden State. Green Faith Circle’s 
goal is to inspire, educate, organize, and mobilize 
people of diverse religious and spiritual 
backgrounds globally for environmental action. 
Repair Café Garden State is a network of 
community organizers who host monthly repair 
events across the state. This collective shares 
news and schedules of all upcoming Repair Café 
events in New Jersey via their website 
repaircafegs.org. Here you can find all the details 
of Summit and other local repair events.  

If you would like to volunteer or help repair 
beloved but broken items at this event or future 
events reach out via email: 
summit@repaircafegs.org or visit 
repaircafegs.org for more information.
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SNOWMAN CONTEST WINNERS 
Clark Recreation Department

Clark Recreation Director Ralph Bernardo 
recently announced the winners of this year’s ‘Do 
You Want to Build a Snowman?’ contest. 
Bernardo selected three creations from the 
variety of entries. Winners received their very 
own snowman and a gift card.  

Bernardo started the tradition during the 
pandemic when, due to statewide restrictions, 
there weren’t many activities available through 
the Recreation Department.   

“I couldn't stand that there were no activities 

(above) Maeve Philips, winner of Do You Want 
to Build a Snowman? poses with her mom.

Photo by Clark Recreation Department

for children during those early days of the 
pandemic. I felt like they were all locked in their 
houses for school and for everything and I just 
wanted to give them an opportunity to do 
something fun and get them outside and bring 
some joy,” said Bernardo. “The kids had a great 
time with it, and I knew right away this was going 
to become an annual tradition.”  

This year’s winners are: Jessica Oliveira, 
Maeve Philips, Michael Riley. Congratulations to 
Jessica, Maeve, and Michael!

(above) Michael Riley, winner of Do You Want 
to Build a Snowman? poses with his mom.

(above) Jessica Oliveira, winner of Do You 
Want to Build a Snowman? poses with 

her winnings.
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$35 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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RENNA MEDIA 
LAUNCHES THREE NEW 

NEWSPAPERS

(above) Joe and Tina Renna, owners of Renna 
Media, LLC, publish 24 direct-mailed 

community newspapers with a total circulation 
of 160,000. They have been publishing 

community newspapers since 1998. For more 
information, please visit rennamedia.com.

Beginning in March three new towns have 
joined Renna Media’s growing family of 
newspapers: Florham Park Press, Millburn Short 
Hills Monthly, and Elmora Hills Elizabeth. 
Renna Media is now mailing 160,000, town-
specific newspapers, to 24 towns each month. 

The newspapers’ goal is to be a positive 
influence on the economic development and 
overall well-being of the town. Our publications 
exist to share community service news and the 
good things that are happening in the community. 

Renna Media is a Cranford, NJ based business 
owned and operated by husband and wife team 
of Joe and Tina Renna. Renna Media’s family of 
24 community newspapers are published in 
Morris, Essex, Union and Somerset counties, 
with a total circulation of 160,000. The 
publications are “hyperlocal” in nature in that 
they contain information focused on each 
individual town, and are direct mailed within 
those towns. 

The concept of being hyper-local is to give 
local businesses a venue to promote services. 
Reaching local customers gives you the highest 
return for your advertising dollars. The 
newspapers are designed (black ink on 
newsprint) to keep the cost of an advertisement 
to as low as $60. Regional businesses can take 
advantage of one low rate for advertising in 
multiple Towns.  

Renna Media also prints full-color flyers that 
get mailed along with the newspapers. A cost 
effective alternative to mailing postcards. 

For more information about Renna Media 
publications, please visit rennamedia.com.  

You can contact Tina Renna regarding 
advertising, or to submit news, via email 
info@rennamedia.com; or call 908-418-5586.

• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING 
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why. 

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES 
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs. 

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS 
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website 
• NO OBLIGATION 
This service is recommended even if you have an existing  
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

Call for a consultation 
if you do not have a website 

or if need a new one. 
Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS  
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN

ONE TIME 
FLAT FEE 

$250

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

FLYERS 

$35 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$50 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single poay is $20

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.  
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

CHECK FOR SPOTTED LANTERNFLY EGG MASSES
NJ Department of Agriculture 

The weather is warming up, check your trees 
for Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) egg masses. When 
you find them crush them. Use an old bank card, 
small rolling pin or putty knife. 

Citizens are advised to destroy the Spotted 
Lanternfly in all its forms. 

SLF is a serious invasive pest with a healthy 
appetite for our plants and it can be a significant 
nuisance, affecting the quality of life and 
enjoyment of the outdoors. The spotted lanternfly 
uses its piercing-sucking mouthpart to feed on 
sap from over 70 different plant species. It has a 
strong preference for economically important 
plants and the feeding damage significantly 
stresses the plants which can lead to decreased 
health and potentially death. 

As SLF feeds, the insect excretes honeydew (a 
sugary substance) which can attract bees, wasps, 
and other insects. The honeydew also builds up 
and promotes the growth for sooty mold (fungi), 
which can cover the plant, forest understories, 
patio furniture, cars, and anything else found 
below SLF feeding.

(above) The weather is warming up, check your 
trees for Spotted Lanternfly egg masses. When 

you find them crush them. Use an old bank 
card, small rolling pin or putty knife.
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870 ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065 
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

Witty’s 
Fine Wine and Liquors

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.wittyswine.com  

732-381-6776 

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.metroliquors.com 

908-925-1770 
PICK-UP CURBSIDE 

OR DELIVERY

Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event: 
facebook.com/metrolinden

We specialize in hard to find items 
and custom orders, just ask!

15% OFF 
Any purchase of  

12 bottles of wine 
Restriction apply.  

Coupons not valid on sale items.

10% OFF 
Any purchase of  
6 bottles of wine 

Restriction apply.  
Coupons not valid on sale items.

WHISKY 
Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $28.97 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $28.99 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $55.99 
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $42.99 
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $29.99 
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $58.99  
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $72.99 
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $28.99 
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $49.99  
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $25.99 
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $19.99 
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $32.99  
Gentleman Jack ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Gentleman Jack ...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99  
Glenmorangie 10 yrs old .................750ml...................... $40.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $47.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L ...................... $94.99  
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $23.99  
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $25.99 
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $25.99 
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $29.99 
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $54.99  
Jim Beam Whisky ............................1.75L ...................... $29.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $187.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $399.99  
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $28.99 
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $57.99  
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $34.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $32.09  
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $59.99 
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $27.99 
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $52.99 
  

GIN 
Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $35.99 
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $37.99 
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $19.99 
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $21.99 
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $36.99 
 

COGNAC & BRANDY 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $31.99 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $53.99  
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $48.99 
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L ...................... $99.99 
 

CORDIALS 
Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Duggan’s Irish Cream ......................1.75L ...................... $28.99  
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $39.99  
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $17.99 
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $25.99 
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $42.99  

VODKA 
Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $19.09 
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $29.09  
Belvedere Vodka..............................750ml...................... $27.99 
Belvedere Vodka..............................1.75L ...................... $44.99  
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99  
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $24.99  
Grey Goose ......................................750ml...................... $24.99 
Grey Goose ......................................1.75L ...................... $39.99  
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99 
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99 
Luksusowa Vodka ............................1.75L ...................... $23.99  
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $11.99 
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99  
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $19.99 
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $11.99 
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $19.99  
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $29.09 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99  
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99 
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $30.99 

RUM 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $12.99 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $19.19  
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $25.99 
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $17.99 
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $25.09   

TEQUILA 
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $37.99 
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $46.99 
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $99.99 
Cantera Negra Coffee Tequila .........750ml ..................... $26.99  

BEER 
Becks (12oz) 24pk ........................... 24pk....................... $25.99 
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $24.99  
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $20.99  
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $17.49 
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $20.99  
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $24.99  
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $30.99  
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $23.99  
Dogfish Head 60 min. ...................... 24pk ...................... $35.99  
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $29.99  
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $26.99  
Lech (500ml) ................................... 20pk ...................... $28.99  
Modelo Especial cans...................... 12pk ...................... $15.99 
New Belgium Fat Tire ..................... 24pk ...................... $34.99  
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $19.99  
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Sagres.............................................. 24pk....................... $24.99 
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $33.99  
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $29.99  
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $20.99  
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $20.99 

ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.  
Not responsible for typographical errors.  

Prices may vary.

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price” 
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines
Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036 

email: metroliquors@gmail.com

TWO 
LOCATIONS

q t y ]

WINE 
Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $11.99 
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $11.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $  5.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $  9.49  
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99 
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99 
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $  5.99 
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $15.99 
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99 
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $199.99 
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $12.99 
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml ............ $  9.99 
Adagio Pinot Grigio ..................................1.5L ............... $  9.99 
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry..............750ml ............ $10.99 
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $  9.99 
Gazela Vinho Verde ..................................750ml............. $  6.49 
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon.............750ml............. $29.99 
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $12.09 
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml ............ $13.99 
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml ............ $11.99 
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml ............ $24.99 
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml ............ $11.97 
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml ............ $  9.99 
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml ............ $  8.99 
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $43.99 
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99 
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $10.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................750ml ............ $  8.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5 L .............. $13.97  
Ruffino Pinot Grigio .................................1.5L ............... $13.99 
Ruffino Tan label  ....................................750ml ............ $19.99 
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml ............ $22.09 
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml ............ $76.99 
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $13.09 
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $12.49

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm


