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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
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ARNOLD’S 
PEST  

CONTROL 
Business license #90966A 

Complete Termite 
& Pest Control 

Since 1952 
From ants  

to bed bugs  
and squirrels  

to mice- 
and everything  

in between, 
WE CAN HELP. 

908-276-8062 
ArnoldsPestControl.com 

9 Quine Street 
Cranford, NJ

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more. For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 11"x17" /  
Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

THREE FAMILIES MADE OFFICIAL ON ADOPTION DAY 
Multi-town parade includes superheroes, gift baskets and more

hand selected by the Phi Eta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha. Each 
family received a WalMart gift card funded by the Union County Bar 
Association. Costumes for CASA’s interns were loaned by generous 
members of the Facebook Buy Nothing Group in Cranford and Garwood. 

Today, more than 120,000 youth nationwide need a permanent home, 
with an average wait in foster care of four years. Each year, 23,000 youth 
age out of the system without a family or safety net in place. For details 
on CASA of Union County’s mission, the need for volunteer advocates 
and how to become one, contact Lucia at lfield@casaofunioncounty.org 
or log on to casaofunioncounty.org.

CASA of Union County 
The frosty morning of Nov. 19 may have been 

any other Friday for many, but for three Union 
County foster youth in Rahway, Roselle and 
Roselle Park, all under age three, their lives 
changed forever, as Union County Superior Court 
Judge Lara DiFabrizio granted each the 
consistency and stability deserved by all children, 
finalizing their adoptions and ending their time 
in the child welfare system. Each family had their 
own CASA volunteer working the case. 

The annual event is held the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving and courts nationwide often 
celebrate National Adoption Day the business 
day before, or even open on Saturday, to hold 
adoption hearings. Here in Union County, all 
hearings were performed via Zoom due to Covid-
19, and Judge DiFabrizio made official what each 
child likely already felt: they were finally home. 

Despite the virtual component, those involved 
ensured the excitement was palpable. Upon 
completion of each adoption, the homes were 
visited by a caravan of fire trucks, police cars, 
court staff, law guardians and other case 
stakeholders, CASA of Union County staff and 
two of its interns suited up as Captain America 
and Mr. Incredible, and the bear mascot from 
Kenilworth’s David Brearley Middle and High 
School. All cheered for the family, where each 
took their first official photo together, and the 
children spent time with the superheroes and 
school mascot. 

Families received a hot breakfast donated by 
Urban Griddle in Elizabeth; a flower bouquet 
provided by Jane Phillips who, until her recent 
retirement, headed the Adoption Day Committee 
for the judiciary; and a gift basket from CASA of 
Union County made possible by collections of 
board and card games, puzzles and movie night 
fixings from the Kenilworth school and Summit’s 
Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child. The latter 
collection was spearheaded by Desiree Mitchell, 
daughter of CASA volunteer Hope Mitchell, and 
included fleece blankets made with classmates. 
In addition, each child and all siblings received 
their own superhero dress-up costume and books 

(above) Captain America and Mr. Incredible, 
and Kenilworth’s School bear mascot visited 

homes of each adoption.
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Westfield Monthly is published by Renna 
Media. 11,800 newspapers are printed 
monthly and mailed to every business and 
resident in the Westfield. 

Although great care has been taken to 
ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability 
for errors or omissions. 
©2021 Contents of this newspaper cannot be 
reproduced without written consent from 
Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.). Then send us your news! 
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

Online at www.rennamedia.com 
like us on facebook.com/ 

Wesyfield Monthly 
Tina Renna: 908-418-5586 

tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna: 908447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com 

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford 
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

 
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE 

$300 OFF 
Expires: 12/31/2021. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0% Financing 
Available

FREE 
ESTIMATES

NO 
OBLIGATION

We are a full service installation and maintenance company. 
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER 
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS 
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS 
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

 $25 OFF 
ANY SERVICE CALL 
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance. 

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now! 
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion  
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend  
the life of your unit.

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

Hi-efficiency heating equipment  
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates. 

NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME! 
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

FALL ACT-SAT PERFECT SCORES
Seven Westfield High School students earned 

perfect scores on their Fall ACT and SAT 
standardized tests. 

Pictured are the students with WHS Principal, 
Mary Asfendis. Mattia Butera (November SAT 
— Math), Julian Hamilton (October ACT — 
English and Reading), Jason Yang (September 

ACT — Reading), Cameron Linenberg 
(September and October ACTs — Reading), 
Emily Cheng (September ACT — Reading), 
Andrew Matus (November SAT — Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing), Sophia Xing 
(November SAT — Math), and Principal Mary 
Asfendis

Photo by Westfield Public Schools

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ

Starting at $1,399. 
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

Call for Availability. 
908.789.9198 

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.
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547 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield 256 Kimball Avenue, Westfield184 Harrow Road, Westfield203 Woodland Avenue, Westfield

616 Maye Street, Westfield 737 Prospect Street, Westfield92 Fairhill Drive, Westfield945 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield

231 Kimball Avenue, Westfield  265 E. Dudley Avenue, Westfield306 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Westfield200 E. Dudley Avenue, Westfield

3 Hiawatha Drive, Westfield 950 Minisink Way, Westfield940 Minisink Way, Westfield14 Kimball Circle, Westfield

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
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CAMP AND CHILD CARE OPEN HOUSES -  JAN. 8
WESTFIELD AREA YMCA 

The Westfield Area YMCA will hold Summer 
Day Camp and Child Care Open Houses on 
Saturday, January 8 from 10 a.m. - noon.     

Summer Day Camp Open Houses will be held 
at the Main Y Facility, 220 Clark Street and the 
Garwood Family Center Y, 500 East Street. All 
Westfield Area YMCA camps are ACA-
accredited. Traditional, sports, S.T.E.A.M. 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Math) and leadership development camps are 
available for children and youth ages 3-15. The 
Y offers full-day and half-day camps by the week 
or all summer long. Camp Early Bird registration 
begins January 3 and ends on January 31.    

Child Care Open Houses will be held at the 
Bauer Branch, 422 East Broad Street; Early 
Learning Center, 170 Elm Street; Main Y 
Facility, 220 Clark Street; and Garwood Family 
Center Y, 500 East Street. Registration for the 
2022-23 school year for full-day child care, half-
day and full-day preschool, full-day 
Kindergarten, Kindergarten Wraparound and 
Garwood after school care will be available. 
Registration for Westfield after school care will 
begin in March. 

For information on all Westfield Area YMCA 
programs and services, visit westfieldynj.org or 
call the Welcome Center at 908-301-YMCA 
(9622). The Y is the nation’s leading nonprofit 

committed to strengthening communities through 
youth development, healthy living and social 

(above) Westfield Area YMCA Blue Sky Camp

responsibility. Financial assistance is available for 
those who qualify.
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

EMS VOLUNTEER 
APPOINTED TO 

CRANFORD PATROLMAN
Cranford Police Department 

At a ceremony held in the Cranford Municipal 
Chambers on December 15th, 2021, the Cranford 
Police Department appointed Gianna Ricerca as 
a Probationary Patrolman. Patrolman Ricerca is 
currently a volunteer for both the Mountainside 
and Westfield Rescue Squads. She is a certified 
Emergency Medical Technician, an Emergency 
Medical Dispatcher, and 911 Basic-
Telecommunicator certified. Ms. Ricerca is 
currently enrolled as a full-time student at Kean 
University majoring in Communications with a 
minor in Criminal Justice. She anticipates 
graduating in December of 2021. Ms. Ricerca has 
been employed as a Communications Officer 
with the Cranford Police Department since July 
of 2021 before her appointment as a probationary 
patrolman.

(above) Cranford Police Chief Ryan J. Greco 
appoints Patrolman Gianna Ricerca. Patrolman 

Ricerca is a volunteer for both the 
Mountainside and Westfield Rescue Squads.

Photo by Cranford Police Department

HELP! 
I FOUND A WILD BIRD
The Raptor Trust is a 501(c)3 organization that 

provides free medical care to thousands of 
injured and orphaned wild birds each year. 

Located at 1390 White Bridge Road, 
Millington, NJ, The Raptor Trust's outdoor aviary 
trail is open to the public daily from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. There is no charge and no reservation 
necessary for general admission. Donations are 
always appreciated.   

The Raptor Trust is also offering private 
guided tours, virtual school programs, and 
outdoor field trips and scout programs through 
the winter months.  

You can email education@theraptortrust.org 
with any booking questions or find more 
information on our website at 
TheRaptorTrust.org.
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Registrations for the 2022-2023 
academic year are now being accepted 
• Faith-based environment 
• Early Childhood Program  

Pre K3 & Pre K4 (Full & Half Day) 
• Full Day academically based  

Kindergarten 
• Primary, Elementary,  

and Middle School curriculums  
• Controlled class size 
• Average 16:1 student-teacher ratio  
• 1:1 chrome books for grades 4-8 
• Before and after care programs  

are available daily on site  
• Member of the National Catholic  

Education Association (NCEA) 
• Accredited by the Middle States  

Association Commission  
on Elementary Schools

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE 
Thursday, January 27, 2022 

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Sunday, January 30, 2022  
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

PLEASE CALL 
(908) 276-9425 

100 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ 
www.smscranford.com 
E-Mail: saint.michael@verizon.net

CELEBRATING OVER 90 YEARS 
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

#SMS STRONG 

NOW ENROLLING IN WESTFIELD!

THE SOLUTION 
FOR WORKING 

PARENTS

• Extended Days / 7 am – 6 pm 

• Parentview® Internet Monitoring 

• Parent eCommunication App 

• Interactive Whiteboards  
and IPad Technology 

• Clean, Healthy Environment 

• Seedlings Early Childhood  
Education Curriculum 

• Enrichment Programs Included:  
Music, Sign Language, Spanish

751 Central Avenue • Westfield, NJ • 908-228-5791 • LightbridgeAcademy.com

INFANTS – TODDLERS – PRE-K – KINDERGARTEN

HISTORICAL SOCIETY LUNCHEON - FEB 2ND
Westfield Historical Society 

For the Westfield Historical Society’s First 
Wednesday Luncheon series in February, guests 
are welcome to the in-person luncheon at 
Ferraro’s Restaurant on Wednesday, February 2, 
2022 at 11:45 a.m. Joel Farkas will present a 
program on "The Pilgrims and the Mayflower — 
from Sea to Shining Sea”. 

An expert on our founding fathers and 
mothers, Joel Farkas will weave the tale of why 
and how the Pilgrims set sail on the Mayflower 
and its legacy. Beginning with the Ancient 
Greeks through a history of explorers, he will 
connect the voyage of the Mayflower to the 
wives of Henry VIII. Farkas’ talk proves to be a 

voyage to remember. 
Mr. Farkas has lectured extensively on the 

American Revolution, including insights on 
George Washington, the founding fathers, the war 
in New Jersey, the lesser-known heroes of the 
Revolution, as well as the role and impact of 
women during the war. He is a lecturer at the 
Lifelong Learning Institute at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University and a volunteer docent at 
Washington’s headquarters in Morristown, 
NJ. He received the National Park Service 
Centennial Volunteer Challenge Award. A 
collector of original historical autographs, Mr. 
Farkas is a graduate of Ohio State University and 
served as an officer in the United States Army. 

Those wishing to attend the luncheon may 
make a reservation by email to 
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com; or by 
calling 908-654-1794, before Wednesday, 
January 26th. Please advise if there are special 
dietary needs. The luncheon fee of $35 (WHS 
members) or $40 (non-members) includes a 
three-course meal, coffee/tea, and 
gratuity. Depending on COVID transmission 
levels, tables will be spaced out and mask 
wearing is recommended, except when actively 
eating or drinking. The luncheon fee should be 
paid in advance (check payable to Westfield 
Historical Society) by mailing to Westfield 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 613, Westfield, NJ, 
07091; by Venmo to @Westfield-
HistoricalSociety; or online at 
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/registration. 
Payments should be received by the Friday prior 

(above) Joel Farkas will present a program 
entitled “The Pilgrims and the Mayflower — 

from Sea to Shining Sea” for the Westfield 
Historical Society’s First Wednesday Luncheon 

Program to be held on February 2nd at 
Ferraro’s Restaurant. Reservations required.

to the luncheon, January 28, 2022. 
Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-profit Westfield 

Historical Society has worked to preserve, 
interpret, and encourage interest in history, 
Westfield, and its residents through educational 
efforts and community outreach programs. 

For more information on the Westfield 
Historical Society and their events, visit 
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org, like them on 
Facebook, and follow them on Instagram.

(908) 202-1702 CELL 
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE 
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX 
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE 
elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

Elizabeth Bataille 
Sales Associate

Learn at your own pace with customized  
sessions. Private, virtual lessons conducted via 
Skype, Facetime and Zoom. Other platforms  
available upon request. For information, contact:

Guitar LessonsV I R T U A L

ONE-ON-ONE 
60 MINUTE INSTRUCTION  $45

PJ Cotroneo 908-380-8438 
pj@pjcotroneoband.com

BFA. The New School-NYC 
MFA, Rutgers-Newark 
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Retired San Francisco 49ers QB Joe 
Montana, is arguably one of the greatest 
NFL players that has ever played 
football...when his son started playing 
football it would have made sense for him to 
help his son learn how to play Quarterback.  

But that’s not how it went. Joe Montana 
had to hire a quarterback coach to help his 
son be a better football player. Here’s 
possibly the greatest NFL QB of all time, 
needing to hire someone else to help his son. 
It was not that Joe Montana was not 
equipped for the job...it was that his son 
needed a second voice to help him get to the 
next level.  

Many parents who have much less 
knowledge, experience, and skills than Joe 
Montana are in the same boat in regards to 
helping their kids get stronger, faster, and 
more confident.   

Most parents we’ve come across want 
their kids to eat healthier, be more active, 
and have a stronger mindset. But many have 
told us they need help.  

Even with the constant reminders of 
telling their kids to eat more vegetables, get 
outside instead of watching TV, practice their 
sport more, get to bed earlier...they find that 
sometimes the message falls on deaf 
ears...and some backup would be helpful 
toward their vision of helping their kid be the 
best they can be.  

Parents have told us that having us(the 
Grit Athlete Performance Coaches) as a 
second voice to help reinforce the habits they 
want for their kids...is changing the game.  

IS IT REALLY POSSIBLE FOR A KID 
TO LEARN HOW TO RUN FASTER?

Further...Our Grit Athlete Founder has 
over 20 years experience with training 
athletes himself...and certainly knows a LOT 
more about getting stronger and faster than 
the average parent...But has all 3 of his 
children(9, 8 and 6) enrolled in Grit year 
round....because he knows the power of that 
second voice.  

And after they come through our program, 
parents tell how it’s turbocharging their 
parenting. Here are some real-life examples 
that have been reported... 

Before, parents struggled with getting kids 
to eat vegetables...now their kids are asking 
for more.  

Before, parents struggled with getting 
their kids to get enough sleep….now their 
kids are getting to bed earlier on their own. 

Before, parents struggled with getting 
their kids to watch less TV or play video 
games...now they are limiting these activities 
because they’ve learned they don’t really 
help them become better athletes. 

Before, parents struggled with helping 
their kids have more confidence...now their 
kids are doing things out of their comfort 
zone more often which is helping them 
believe in themselves which further 
improves self-esteem. 

Before, parents had no clue how to help 
their kid get faster...now they are faster 
because they’ve learned that speed is a skill, 
and a few simple tweaks can make a kid 
faster immediately.  

Before, parents could not get their kids to 
make their beds...now their kid makes their 

bed each morning on their own because they 
learned that making their bed in the morning 
helps them have a better day. 

Before, parents struggled with getting 
their kids to do even one good push-up...now 
they catch them in their room practicing on 
their own.  

Before, parents wanted their kids to have 
more determination and grit when training 
new things...now they are staying calm under 
pressure and seeking out challenges instead 
of avoiding them.  

Many times it’s not about telling your kid 
to eat more vegetables or stop watching 
TV...but rather finding the right environment 
for them to be more successful.  

Right in your backyard, there’s a team of 
great coaches waiting to be second voices for 
your kids...so that all the things you’re 
teaching as parents will be reinforced. But 
most importantly, the results you’re after for 
your kids will actually become a reality. The 
Grit Athlete winter Sports Performance 
session starts on January 3rd in Berkeley 
Heights NJ, visit www.gritathletes.com to 
fill out an application for your child. 

Grit Athlete Performance is a Sports 
Performance Training Company located in 
Berkeley Heights that helps kids ages 6-18 
get strong, fast, and confident so they can 
have a bigger and better future. They have 
just released the dates for their winter 
program that starts on January 3rd. Visit 
www.gritathletes.com to register for their 
winter session...or see below for more 
details...
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SPORTS PERFORMANCE TRAINING FOR KIDS AGES 6-18 
STARTS JANUARY 3rd (9 SPACES REMAINING)

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3
Scan This QR Code Enter Your Info When You Get To This Page Coach Mike will call you and set you up

Warning: The Winter session is the most popular session of the year and always sells out before it starts. We strongly encourage 
you to scan the QR code today and enter your information to make sure your child doesn't get locked out of the winter session. 
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Attention Parents of Kids Ages 6-18 

UPDATE: THE GRIT ATHLETE 
PERFORMANCE WINTER PROGRAM 
HAS ONLY 9 SPACES REMAINING 

Give us 12 weeks with your kids and we’ll have them  
stronger, faster, and more confident...guaranteed. 

Here’s what parents can expect to happen:  
• They will get stronger which means when they show up to their sport they’ll be able to perform better than ever. 
• They will run faster and jump higher so they can show up to their next season and people will start asking  

what the heck have they been doing. 
• They’ll become more coordinated and improve agility which means they’ll pick up new skills their coaches teach them faster.  
• Your children will start to eat better because we’ll be educating them daily on what’s good and what they should avoid 

…don’t be surprised if they start asking you to buy more vegetables. 
• Confidence will skyrocket. When kids get stronger, faster and more fit…their confidence will rise…so will their self-esteem  

which means their performance in every aspect of life will get better.  
• Their mindset will improve. We’re going equip your child with very specific mindset skills that’ll help them learn  

how to transform how they think about mistakes and failures. 

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3
Scan This QR Code Enter Your Info When You Get To This Page Coach Mike will call you and set you up

STARTS JANUARY 3rd (Only 9 Spaces Remaining) 

Warning: The Winter session is the most popular session of the year and always sells out before it starts. We strongly encourage 
you to scan the QR code today and enter your information to make sure your child doesn't get locked out of the winter session. 

HAPPY PARENTS TALKING ABOUT THE PHYSICAL  
AND MENTAL TRANSFORMATION OF THEIR KIDS...  

• “When my son started Grit he was quiet, shy, and had some difficulty with  
movements...Now he is confident in himself, has become more vocal, and is  
mastering the exercise he struggled with in the past.”  

- Jen O’Brien, Grit Athlete Parent  
• “My son is more disciplined and confident in himself” 

- Steve Hughes, Grit Athlete Parent  
• “I have watched my children become more confident and vocal.”  

- Christine Stramandinoli, Grit Athlete Parent  
• “His confidence has shot up in the last few months...and has carried forward to the  

way he approaches other activities like sports and schoolwork. My son is now  
making his bed daily and exercising every day.”  

- Catherine Solfaro, Grit Athlete Parent
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• Individual and Business Tax Returns 
• Full Service Accounting 
• Estate and Inheritance Tax Returns 
• Financial Planning

732-382-2272 
AngeloCPAfirm.com 

18 Brant Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066 

Serving the Public since 1984

Let us help you make 
this year a great success!

(above) Jane Hoffman was an honoree of the New Jersey State Governor’s Jefferson Awards for 
her creating A Birthday Wish. 

Photo courtesy of New Jersey State Governor’s Jefferson Awards

A BIRTHDAY WISH HELPS FOSTER CARE CHILDREN CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
Submitted by Colby Sheppard 

Westfield resident Jane Hoffman of A Birthday 
Wish was selected in early 2021 as an honoree of 
the New Jersey State Governor’s Jefferson 
Awards. 

The New Jersey State Governor’s Jefferson 
Awards are the state’s official recognition for 
community service and are in partnership with 
the Governor’s Council on volunteerism. 

“At A Birthday Wish, we believe that all 
children in foster care deserve to know that their 
life matters and that they are truly special. We 
exist to give children in foster care a birthday gift 
and card selected specifically for them. In the 
process, we work to raise awareness about the 
issues surrounding foster care and advocate for 
better ways to serve these wonderful children. 
Through the money we raise, we are able to reach 
children on their birthday with a message of 
hope, in celebration of their life.” 

In 2011, Jane and Christian Hoffman became 
adoptive parents and it forever opened their 
hearts to vulnerable children around the world. 
They were immediately struck by the human 
capacity to love, the transformative power of 

family, and each person’s ability to make a 
difference in the lives of others. 

In 2014, Jane Hoffman founded A Birthday 
Wish in partnership with CASA of Union County, 
New Jersey. Born from a simple conversation 
with her three daughters about how to help 
children in foster care, A Birthday Wish has 
become an opportunity to acknowledge the 
birthdays of foster children in New Jersey and to 
celebrate each child’s inherent worth. 

Currently, Jane brings her message of 
inclusion, empathy, and kindness to Middle 
School students in New Jersey through a network 
of A Birthday Wish school clubs, focusing on 

celebrating children in foster care on their 
birthday and raising awareness about the 
challenges that children in care face on a daily 
basis. Through these student-led clubs, 
participants learn leadership skills and the ability 
to create change in their local communities. 

The 2020 ceremony was postponed until early 
2021 and we are so happy to have Jane Hoffman 
and A Birthday Wish supporting so many in the 
foster care system and teaching local children the 
importance of helping others in our community 
and beyond! 

For more information about A Birthday Wish, 
visit abirthdaywish.org.
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Looking for a 
great place for 
Mom & Dad?

SHARED LIVING - AGES 62 & OLDER

Attractive • Affordable • Available Now!

To learn more call 908-526-8130 
or visit www.CHChousing.org

Private, spacious rooms 
with full baths includes 
dinning, activities, and  
housekeeping in  
ranch style homes.

Language Tutor  
Spanish / Italian / French 

ESL / SAT / ACT 
Specializing in Middle School & High School levels 

Achieve A’s and A+’s and Highest Test Scores 
Using proven, unique, and home-grown methods 
of teaching language, ensuring perfection on all 
homework, projects, and advanced test-taking!!! 

Call William, Guillermo, Guglielmo, Guillaume 
(908) 391-9251 

for a Free consultation and references 
Former teacher at The Adult School of the Chathams,  
Madison and Florham Park.at Westfield High School

Stop your child’s suffering now!  
Struggling students love and excel in class and 

actually speak the language fluently with no accent, as a result.

WESTFIELD STUDENTS PAY TRIBUTE TO OUR NATION’S VETERANS
presentation of colors and flag salute by Emma 
Blaustein and Flynn Martin, members of Scout 
Troops 72/772, patriotic medleys by the eighth 
grade band and chorus, and a video presentation 
honoring family members of Edison staff who are 
veterans and active members of the military. 

Keynote speaker and EIS social studies 
teacher, Robert Maver, who served in the U.S. 
Army from 1996–1999 and in the New Jersey 
National Guard from 1999–2004, talked about 
his military service in Bosnia. He spoke about 
educating local children there to stay away from 
landmines as well as a young girl who, when 
offered a gift as part of a U.S. holiday outreach, 
asked for chalk and school supplies. He 
encouraged students gathered for the assembly to 
never “pass up an opportunity to talk to a family 
member about his or her service.” 

Students at Franklin wore t-shirts representing 
the Six Pillars of Character (Trustworthiness, 
Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, and 
Citizenship) while collecting candy and writing 
handmade cards for U.S. troops. Many listened 
to a video recording of “The Impossible 
Patriotism Project” by Linda Skeers, narrated by 
several Franklin educators. 

There were other educational and heartfelt 
commemorations across the district, as teachers 
read books and led discussions on the importance 
of Veterans Day. Jefferson’s first graders created 

handmade pictures and notes, which teacher, 
Wendy Hahn, arranged with a local restaurant to 
be delivered to each veteran who arrived for 
lunch or dinner. 

“It was a wonderful experience for the students 
and really seemed to mean a great deal to the 
veterans I spoke to,” said Hahn, who hand-
delivered some of the notes.

(above) Jefferson’s first graders created pictures and notes for U.S. troops.

Photos by Westfield Public Schools

(above, left) Roosevelt’s eighth grader, Giuseppe DiPietro, thanks 
U.S. service members while learning about the history of Veterans 
Day. (right) Jefferson’s first grade teacher, Wendy Hahn, delivers 
handmade notes and letters to veterans at an Applebee's in Clark

Retired U.S. Army veteran and social studies 
teacher, Robert Maver, talked about his military 

service in Bosnia during a Veterans Day 
assembly at Edison Intermediate School on 

November 11th

Westfield Public Schools 
Whether writing letters and handmade cards, 

reading books about patriotism and heroes, 
holding assemblies, or learning how Veterans 
Day was established, students in the Westfield 
Public Schools paid tribute on November 11th to 
the nation’s men and women in uniform, past and 
present, to thank them for their service and 
sacrifice. 

Seventh graders in Brian Vieth’s social studies 
class at Roosevelt Intermediate School utilized 
visual literacy skills to conduct a historical 
analysis of a painting by Childe Hassam entitled, 
“Allies Day, May 1917”, which depicts New 
York City’s 5th Avenue decorated with the flags 
of the United States, Britain, and France one 
month after the U.S. had officially entered the 
First World War. In the classroom next door, 
eighth graders wrote letters to veterans and 
current members of the armed forces while 
teacher, Kira Brady, reviewed the history of 
Veterans Day, formerly known as Armistice Day, 
to mark the end of World War I.  

“If you know someone in your life who is a 
veteran, remember to thank them for their 
service,” Brady told her students. 

Organized by vocal music instructor, Kenneth 
Horn, and emceed by fellow vocal music 
instructor, Stephen Markowski, an assembly at 
Edison Intermediate School included the 
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY FOOD DELIVERY PROJECT 
Optimist Club and Rotary Club

This project is made possible through the 
generosity and funding from the Optimist Club 
and the Rotary Club of Westfield and 
contributions from members, friends and local 
organizations that sponsor gift cards. A special 
thank you to The Westfield Foundation, Rotary 
Foundation, Westfield Area Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation, Northfield Bank 
Foundation and the Westfield Y Men’s Club for 
their contributions and support. 

One hundred holiday food gift cards were 
delivered to local families, the Westfield Food 

Pantry, Presbyterian Church Agape Food 
Program, Union County College Student 
Assistance Food Pantry and the Saint Joseph’s 
Social Service Center Food Pantry. Thank you 
to members of both organizations who 
attended the breakfast and delivered the gift 
cards. 

The involvement of volunteers and local 
organizations ensures the success of this annual 
program, which reflects the mission of helping 
those in need and assisting members of our 
community.

(above) Members of the Westfield Optimist Club and Rotary Club delivered over one hundred holiday food gift cards this holiday season.

On Saturday, December 18, members of the 
Westfield Optimist Club and Rotary Club 
demonstrated their commitment to community 
service by providing holiday food to Westfield 
area families and local food pantries. Due to 
current health and safety concerns and food 
restrictions, ShopRite and Stop & Shop food gift 
cards were distributed to families instead of food 
baskets. 

The Holiday Food delivery program has been 
an annual community service project for the 
Optimist Club of Westfield for the past 31 years. 

Fully Insured Free Estimates

Installation - Repair - Cleaning 
TILE - ASPHALT - SLATE - SHINGLES 

(Slate Roof Hand-Washed) 

908-389-0200

Lic. # 
13VH06601300

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/22.

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/22.
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Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

TANK SWEEPS $50 OFF

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
FLAT RATE $1,895

Gerard Kelly 
Craftsman Carpenter & Handyman 

Cell: 908-209-0104 
brogankelly@comcast.net 
LICENSED & INSURED 

FREE Estimates

Our work comes 

with a 2 year  

    warranty

www.WestfieldHandyman.com

• Cabinetry/Carpentry • Porch & Decks 
• Plaster & Paint • Windows & Doors 
• Moulding & Floors

Westfield’s Best Handyman

SOPHIA'S BOOK STAND
Westfield Public Schools 

Eager to help other children during the 
pandemic, Franklin second grader, Sophia 
Parekh, established an organization called 
Sophia's Book Stand, which uses donations to 
help provide books to underprivileged families 
and classrooms. To date, she has given out 2,300 
books. “I am making sure that all children have 
books to read and will love reading forever,” 
Sophia said during a segment that aired on the 
Drew Barrymore Show. Sophia appeared as a 
guest on the show on November 16th in 
recognition of her charitable efforts.

(above) Sophia Parekh has already given out 
2,300 books as a result of her organization, 

Sophia's Book Stand!
Photo by Westfield Public Schools

WILSON FIFTH GRADERS WRITE LETTERS TO ALUM
Westfield Public Schools 

A fifth-grade science unit on space took on 
special significance in fall of 2021 as fifth 
graders at Wilson Elementary School in 
Westfield, NJ wrote letters to a famous Wilson 
alumnus as part of the unit. 

Billionaire and entrepreneur, Jared Isaacman, 
orbited the Earth in September 2021 as part of 
the all-civilian crew of the SpaceX Crew 
Dragon capsule dubbed Resilience. In a 
space.com article, Isaacman recalls enjoying 
picture books of the Space Shuttle as a student 
at Wilson, telling his kindergarten teacher that 
he would go into space someday. 

“He walked these hallways,” Wilson fifth 
grade teacher, Coral Venturino, told her 
students as they prepared in November 2021 to 
write letters to Isaacman. “He lived in an 
ordinary town but went on to do extraordinary 
things.”  

The Wilson fifth grade team of Venturino, 
Katherine Brown, and Alexander Schmidt 
included Isaacman’s trip into space as part of 
the traditional science unit, with students 
writing fictional dispatches from the moon and 
brainstorming ideas of how Isaacman has 
inspired them. The fifth graders illustrated cards 
and wrote letters with questions about space for 

Isaacman. 
The classes also created a bulletin board 

titled “Our Future is Limitless.” 
“The bulletin board title is the idea for the 

letters. Basically, Jared had big dreams,” said 
Venturino. “We are not only allowed to have 
‘out of this world’ aspirations, but we are also 
encouraged to have them. We are inspired by 
those who shoot for the stars and make it 
happen like Jared Isaacman, who most certainly 
stood right where we stand in our hall at Wilson 
School. Our future is truly limitless.”

(above) Wilson fifth graders in Coral 
Venturino’s class learn about Wilson alumnus, 

Jared Isaacman, as part of a science 
unit on space.

Photos by Westfield Public Schools

(above, l-r) Wilson fifth graders, Sophie Fernandez, illustrates a card for Wilson alumnus, Jared 
Isaacman; Alexandra Benke, illustrates a card for alumnus, Jared Isaacman; Rocco Dufkis, 

stands in front of a bulletin board as part of a science unit on space inspired by billionaire space 
traveler, Jared Isaacman.

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
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Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 135,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
21 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$35 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Advertise  
in 1 or all  
21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 

Call today for FREE consult on marketing and business plans.

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com
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FLYERS 

$35 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$50 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single poay is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.  
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

KENILWORTH CHESS CLUB IS BACK ON BOARD
The Kenilworth Chess Club resumed meeting 

on November 11, 2021, after twenty months of 
being closed due to the Covid-19 restrictions. 

Club President Jack McCorkell of Cranford 
held a “Welcome Back Tournament” to celebrate. 
The casual unrated tournament excited members, 
and even some new arrivals, who were itching to 
play “over the board” again. The three-week 
tournament ended in a tie for first place between 
Hanna Malko of Clark and Joe Renna of 
Cranford. 

The club was formed in 1972 amid the chess 
craze in America spearheaded by Bobby 
Fischer’s march to the world championship. For 
45 years the club was a force to be reckoned with 
as its member roster included many Master level 
players, including state champions. 

The club has a reputation for being friendly 
and accommodating. It welcomes non-members 
with no obligation or cost. It’s a place where 
beginners can learn in a casual setting without 
being intimidated. Strong players are generous 
with their time in analyzing and giving 
instruction. 

The club’s website, kenilworthchessclub.org, 
is well read and features an award-winning blog 
by Michael Goeller and other instructional 
features. 

Players are welcome to just pop into the 
Kenilworth Chess Club with no formalities every 
Thursday evening at 8 p.m. at the Kenilworth 
Community Center located next to Kenilworth 
Borough Hall on the Boulevard and the corner of 
24th Street.

(above, l-r) Brandon Verno of Kenilworth, John Moldovan of Garwood, Hannah Malko of Clark, 
Jack McCorkell of Cranford, Mark Shoengold and Louis Leiggi of Colonia analyze a critical 

position during the post mortem of Welcome Back Tournament game between Verno and Leiggi 
held at the Kenilworth Chess Club.

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES 
TRANSFERRED 

TO DIGITAL 
FILES & DVD

• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• Audio Cassette to CD 
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD 
• LP to CD 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning 
• Foreign Conversions

Don’t let your family  
memories fade away 

Chess 
Lessons 

International Master 
Yaacov Norowitz
• Group or private lessons 
• Live or virtual options 
• Classes for all Levels 

from beginners on up

Call or email Joe Renna: 
joerenna@rennamedia.com  

908-447-1295 
For more info about lessons.
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SHOP FROM HOME 
Visit our website: 

MaranoSonsAuto.com 

Search over 135 vehicles 
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /  
Body type / Engine specs / etc. 
 
Featuring Online Purchasing. 
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles. 
 
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only. 
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations: 
 
 

Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Like us on 
Facebook!!!

Credit problems? 
Call us to get you approved!

SUV & Trucks 
507-13 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-1551 
Fax 908-789-2744

Cars & Specialty Vehicles 
150 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-0555 
Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!


