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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN RAHWAY

JILL GUZMAN 
REALTY INC.

Rahway Resident & 
Former Rahway Teacher 

List with your neighbor!

Good Old Fashioned Service

908-353-6611 
CELL: 908-377-4140 
JillGuzmanRealty.com

2021 

Celebrating 

33 Years

www.alltownerealty.com
30 Brant Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

We’ll Exceed Your Expectations! 
Call Now For A Free Home Evaluation 

732-381-1190

SELLING YOUR HOME? GIVE US A CALL! 
Call Your In Town Rahway Specialist All Towne Realty

Wishing Our Community  
a Happy & Healthy 

Holiday Season!

RAHWAY WINTER WONDERLAND POP-UP SERIES 2021
On Friday, November 26, 2021 Rahway held its annual tree lighting 

celebration. Featuring fire pits, horse drawn carriages, ice skating, 
giveaways, hot chocolate, performances, and the grand finale when Santa 
lights the tree in front of City Hall. Rahway’s Winter Wonderland featuring 
safe and festive holiday events continues on Fridays in December (12/3, 
12/10, 12/17) from 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. in Train Station Plaza. There will be live 
jazz, fire pits, hot chocolate, give aways, crafts, photos with Santa and more. 
Fore more information call 732-669-3600.
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Rahway

Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Our Town Rahway is published by Renna 
Media. 12,400 newspapers are printed 
monthly and mailed to every business and 
resident in Rahway. 

Although great care has been taken to 
ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability 
for errors or omissions. 
©2021 Contents of this newspaper cannot be 
reproduced without written consent from 
Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.). Then send us your news! 

Email: editor@rennamedia.com 
Online at www.rennamedia.com 

like us on facebook.com/ 
Our Town Rahway 

Tina Renna: 908-418-5586 
tinarenna@rennamedia.com 

Joe Renna: 908447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Chess 
Lessons 

International Master 
Yaacov Norowitz
• Group or private lessons 
• Live or virtual options 
• Classes for all Levels 

from beginners on up

Call or email Joe Renna: 
joerenna@rennamedia.com  

908-447-1295 
For more info about lessons.

“Your Home Sold, Guaranteed . . . or We Buy IT!”

FREE THROW HOOP 
SHOOT CONTEST - 11/ 4

Rahway Lodge No. 1075 of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks is pleased to 
announce the 50th Annual Elks Hoop Shoot 
Contest. The National Free Throw Hoop Shoot 
Contest will be held on Saturday, December 4, 
2021 at the Rahway Recreation Center. 
Registration starts at 9:00 a.m. The program is 
free to all children ages 8 through 13. The contest 
provides youth an opportunity to compete, 
connect and succeed through hard work and 
healthy competition. 

There are six divisions and the groups are 
based on the contestant’s age on April 1, 2022. If 
contestant will be age 7 on April 1, 2022, he or 
she is too young to participate. If the contestant 
will be age 14 on April 1st, they would be too old 
to participate. Contestants should be 
accompanied by at least one parent or guardian 
and bring proof of the contestants’ age. 

Winners will advance to a District Contest in 
January. The winners of the District Contest can 
advance to the State, Regional and National 
competitions. Visit elks.org/hoopshoot for more 
information or contact Bob Temple, Rahway Elks 
Hoop Shoot Director at (908) 487-8809.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
Honoring America's Veterans 

SATURDAY, DEC. 18, 2021  
Rahway Cemetery  

Saint Georges Ave., Rahway  
12 PM
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124 Elmora Ave., Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Wow! Are we selling Rahway, and for great prices!

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME ? YOU KNOW WHO TO CALL 

WWW.JILLGUZMANREALTY.COM

CALL US 908-353-6611

• HOMES 
• APARTMENTS 
• MULTI FAMILY 
• BUILDINGS 
• LANDS

For more than 34 years, Jill Guzman Realty proudly serves NJ homeowners 
and buyers with all of their real estate needs. Jill’s trilingual fulltime staff prides 
themselves on their outstanding “Good Old Fashioned Service.” 

Jill, who lives in Rahway, NJ,  had the honor of teaching at Rahway High 
School in her early career!!! Trusted and loved by clientele for three decades, 
sellers, investors, first time buyers and renters will find that this Real Estate 
office is committed to working harder and caring totally for YOU!

Recently listed 
and marketed 
successfully by Katia 
Ragghianti Realtor 
Associate for Jill 
Guzman Realty Katia 
is amazingly caring 
about her clients and 
dedicates totally to 
their needs. Let 
Katia guide you 
when selling your 
home!!!!! Ask for 
Katia and your home 
will be successfully 
sold!

Adorable colonial, but you 
are too late!!! Listed by Jill 
Guzman and successfully 
placed under contract in a 
week!!!! Buyers love the easy 
commute to NYC with the 
Rahway train steps away!!!!!! 
Your home may be worth 
more than you think. Call 
your neighbor and friend Jill 
for a free market analysis!!!!

Wow! This home was listed 
exclusively by Jill Guzman 
Broker. Placed under contract 
by Jill 5 days later . . .  Happy 
Seller and Happy Buyer . . .  
Call Jill! She can make this 
happen for you.

1176 Kline Place 
Rahway

74 W. Cherry Street 
Rahway

1322 Maple Terrace 
Rahway

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

Hats off to Sergia 
Floy! Amazingly 
dedicated Realtor 
Associate for many 
years with Jill Guzman 
Realty!!! This home 
was listed by Sergia 
and successfully went 
under contract in a 
week!!! If you are 
seeking a truly caring 
realtor, you have found 
one in Sergia! Call the 
office and ask for 
Sergia!!! You would be 
glad you did!!!

170 Berthold Ave  
Rahway

Adorable home located 
in Rahway by the border of 
Clark. Listed by Jill 
Guzman and under contract 
within weeks. Call your 
neighbor and friend Jill.

1221 Madison Hill Rd 
Rahway

SOLD
SOLD
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RWJUH RAHWAY RECEIVES AN ‘A’ FOR SAFETY
hospital safety data to assign grades to more than 
2,700 U.S. acute-care hospitals. The Hospital 
Safety Grade’s methodology is peer-reviewed 
and fully transparent, and the results are free to 
the public. 

For more information on the Leapfrog Group 
and the fall 2021 scores, please visit: 
www.hospitalsafetyscore.org. 

About RWJUH Rahway 
Founded in 1917, Robert Wood Johnson 

University Hospital Rahway is an acute care 
community hospital that provides a continuum of 
care. In addition to its medical and surgical care, 
the hospital provides extensive outpatient 
services including physical, occupational, speech 
and hearing, wound care and hyperbaric 
medicine, pulmonary and cardiac rehabilitation. 
The hospital is home to Care Connection 
Rahway, a 24-bed rehabilitation unit and Kindred 
Hospital New Jersey-Rahway, a 34-bed long-

term acute care hospital for medically complex 
patients requiring a longer length of stay. 
ABOUT THE LEAPFROG GROUP 

Founded in 2000 by large employers and other 
purchasers, The Leapfrog Group is a national 
nonprofit organization driving a movement for 
giant leaps forward in the quality and safety of 
American health care. The flagship Leapfrog 
Hospital Survey and new Leapfrog Ambulatory 
Surgery Center (ASC) Survey collect and 
transparently report hospital and ASC 
performance, empowering purchasers to find the 
highest-value care and giving consumers the 
lifesaving information they need to make 
informed decisions. The Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grade, Leapfrog’s other main initiative, 
assigns letter grades to hospitals based on their 
record of patient safety, helping consumers 
protect themselves and their families from errors, 
injuries, accidents, and infections.

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital 
Rahway, an RWJBarnabas Health facility was 
awarded with an “A” Hospital Safety Score 
rating by the Leapfrog Group, an independent 
national nonprofit run by employers and other 
large purchasers of health benefits. 

“We are pleased and proud of this distinction 
– our eighth. Patient safety is our focus and it is 
an ongoing journey that demands continuous 
attention,” said RWJUH Rahway President and 
Chief Executive Officer Kirk Tice.  

“An ‘A’ Safety Grade is a tremendous 
achievement, of which this community should be 
extremely proud,” said Leah Binder, president 
and CEO of The Leapfrog Group. “I thank the 
leadership and workforce of RWJUH Rahway for 
its commitment to prioritizing patients and their 
safety, especially during these trying times.” 

The Leapfrog Group is an independent 
national watchdog organization committed to 
health care quality and safety. The Leapfrog 
Hospital Safety Grade assigns an “A,” “B,” “C,” 
“D,” or “F” grade to all general hospitals across 
the country and is updated every six months. 

It is the only hospital ratings program based 
exclusively on hospitals’ prevention of medical 
errors and other harms to patients in their care. 
Developed under the guidance of a national 
Expert Panel, the Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade 
uses up to 27 measures of publicly available 

(above) Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital Rahway Receives an ‘A’ for the Fall 

2021 Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade.
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30 BRANT AVENUE CLARK, NJ 07066 
www.alltownerealty.com

Get your home on All Towne Realty's SOLD list for 2022! 
Looking to Buy or Sell? Call one of our friendly, 
experienced & dedicated agents at 732-381-1190 

Our SOLD properties for Clark, Rahway, Linden and Surrounding towns....
80 Barnegat Blvd South, Barnegat 
648 Leeward Avenue, Beachwood 
620 Old Dutch Rd., Bedminster 
14 Federal St., Belleville 
295 Douglas Rd, Bernards Twp 
21 Shaffer Ave., Branchburg 
22 E. Belleview Ave., Butler 
5 Domessina Ln. Unit E2, Caldwell 
3 Wunder Lane, Califon 
85 Pulaski St., Carteret 
130 Jersey St., Carteret 
1119 Maurice Ave., Clark 
18 Yorktown Rd, Clark 
7 John St, Clark  
15 Westfield Ave., Clark  
45 Starlite Drive, Clark 
12 Ascot Way., Clark 
1 Rose Terrace, Clark 
61 Coldevin Rd., Clark 
47 Briarwood Path, Clark 
12 Yorktown Dr., Clark 
118 Jupitor St., Clark 
84 Wheatsheaf Rd., Clark 
309 Oak Ridge Rd., Clark 
303 West Ln., Clark 
87 Emerson Rd., Clark 
26 Washington St., Clark 
84 Ivy St., Clark 
17 Hillside Ave., Clark 
72 Dorset Dr., Clark 
29 Conger Way, Clark 
15 Tudor Dr., Clark 
64 Ruddy Pl., Clark 
26 Largo Lane, Clark 
5 Tudor Dr., Clark 
3 Loeser Ave, Clark 
39 Frances Dr., Clark 
53 Conger Way, Clark 
1 Jarvis, Clark 
111 Westfield Ave, Clark 
90 Liberty St., Clark 
14 Washington St, Clark 
11 Harding Ave., Clark 
40 Ivy St., Clark 
41 Largo Ln., Clark 
155 Florence Ave., Colonia 
10 Wildwood Place, Colonia 

26 Rugby Rd., Colonia 
52 W. Hill Rd., Colonia 
309 East Lincoln Park, Cranford 
29 Roselle Ave., Cranford 
31 Iroquios Rd., Cranford 
45 Diamond Spring Rd., Denville 
92 N. Park St, East Orange 
1 Glenville Rd., Edison 
9 Boltin St., Edison 
7 Library Place, Edison  
104 Schuyler Dr., Edison 
41 Queens Way, Englishtown 
346 Florida St., Elizabeth  
247 Fulton St., Elizabeth 
27 Morrell St., Elizabeth 
1035 Louisa St, Elizabeth 
43 Fox Grape Rd., Flemington 
299 Riviera Dr., Forked River 
244 3rd Ave, Garwood 
118 Willow Ave, Garwood 
109 Willow Ave, Garwood 
408 Hemlock St., Garwood 
514 Valley Rd., Gillette 
14 Braen Ave, Hawthorne  
213 May St., Hawthorne 
16 Dogwood Ln., Hazlet 
7 Park Pl., Helmetta 
299 Gemini, Hillsborough 
1073 Chester St., Hillside 
20 W. Francis St., Iselin 
69 Highland Blvd., Keansburg 
117 Woodland Dr., Keyport 
220 Robbinwood Ter, Linden 
546 Edgewood Rd., Linden 
00 Livingston Rd., Linden  
307 W Simpson Ave., Linden  
400 Washington St., Linden 
612 Ainsworth St., Linden 
8 Lucien Pl., Linden 
2616 Orchard Terr., Linden 
41 Pallant Ave, Linden 
915 Middlesex St., Linden 
207 W 11th St., Linden 
315 Lincoln St, Linden 
2838 Wickwersham Ave., Linden 
718 Willick Rd., Linden 
829 Erudo St., Linden 

206 W. Blancke St., Linden 
911 Cranford Ave., Linden 
434 Miner Terr., Linden 
423 Gable Ln., Linden 
2729 Oakwood Place, Linden 
2006 Orchard Terr, Linden 
345 Miltonia St., Linden 
14 Furber Ave, Linden 
1611 Wood Ave., Linden 
613 Miltonia St., Linden 
25 E. 13th St., Linden  
2731 Wickersham Ave., Linden 
523 Ainsworth St., Linden 
556 E Curtis St, Linden 
1037 Forest Dr., Linden 
110 Main Street, Linden 
2 Sherwood Cir. Linden 
230 Marion Ave., Linden 
123 Springfield Rd, Linden 
1007 Walnut St., Linden 
2603 Summit Ter., Linden 
2713 Oakwood Pl., Linden 
2201 N. Wood Ave., Linden 
212 Edgewood Rd., Linden 
503 Valley St., Maplewood 
8 Collier Ln., Marlboro 
404 Lafayette Rd., Metuchen  
89 Ravine Dr., Matwan 
11 Clinton Ave., New Providence 
63 5th St., Newark 
274-276 Meeker Ave., Newark 
10 Howard St., North Plainfield 
149 Dawn Ct., Old Bridge 
366 Sunset Ave, Old Bridge 
434 Cornell Ave, Rahway 
839 Riffle Ave, Rahway 
426 Stanley Pl., Rahway 
1421 New Church St., Rahway 
1631 Columbus Pl., Rahway 
2497 St Georges Ave, Rahway 
84 W Emerson Ave, Rahway 
871 Apgar Ter, Rahway 
667 Elm Ave., Rahway 
2138 Prospect St., Rahway 
2010 Rutherford St., Rahway 
422 Central Ave, Rahway 
1451 St. Georges Ave., Rahway 

811 Midwood Dr., Rahway 
661 Pierpont Street, Rahway 
716 Elm Ave., Rahway 
983 New Brunswick Ave., Rahway 
1420 Brown Pl., Rahway 
768 Audrey Dr., Rahway 
2124 Evans St., Rahway 
1757 Bond St., Rahway 
749 Audrey Dr., Rahway 
1215 Kline Pl., Rahway 
2020 Rutherford St., Rahway 
957 Richard Blvd., Rahway 
287 Plainfield Ave., Rahway  
2238 Church St., Rahway 
2493 St. Georges Ave., Rahway 
630 Union St., Rahway 
2253 Church St. Rahway 
1139 Briarcliff Dr., Rahway 
782 Audrey Dr., Rahway 
2314 Colonial Dr., Rahway 
60 Davidson Ave., Ramsey 
371 W. 3rd Ave., Roselle 
32 B. Carolyn Terr., Roselle 
613 Spruce Street, Roselle 
1126 Chestnut St., Roselle 
20 W. Clay Ave., Roselle Park 
217 E. Clay Ave., Roselle Park 
119 Warren Ave, Roselle Park 
128 East Clay Ave, Roselle Park 
1820 Murray Ave., South Plainfield 
100 Dunham Ave., South Plainfield 
124 Briar Hills Circle, Springfield 
210 Yvonne Way, Stewartsville 
302 Passaic Ave., Stirling 
13 Country Ln., Tewksbury 
26 Inverell Dr., Toms River 
1301 Oxford Lane, Union 
630 Selfmaster Pkwy., Union 
899 Dona Rd., Union 
941 Rosemont Ave, Union 
612 Duquesne Ter, Union 
2 Post Rd., Warren 
229 Myrtle Ave, Westfield 
206 Myrtle Ave., Westfield 
669 Norman Pl., Woodbridge 
143-C Beverly Hills Ter, Woodbridge 
212 Metuchen Ave., Woodbridge

Happy Holidays!
Wishing All Of Our Past & Present Clients 

A Happy Holiday Season
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THE GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA’S 7TH GRADE INITIATIVE
With a focus on team building, personal growth, 
character development, service and volunteerism, 
the 7th Grade Leaders Club empowers teens to 
create a chart of work specific to the needs of 
their communities and provides support for 
projects to strengthen communities.  

Students participate in programs and services 
offered by the YMCA and receive a 
complimentary Full Privilege membership 
including health and wellness options, 
swimming, group exercise, as well programs 
designed exclusively for teens. “Our goal is to 
provide ongoing support for 7th grade students, 
assisting them to strengthen healthy behaviors, 
increase activity, gain a better understanding of 
nutrition and develop leadership skills to assist in 
their development and future,” stated Melynda A. 
Mileski, EVP/COO. 

The Gateway Family YMCA is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit, health and community service 
organization of caring staff and volunteers 

dedicated to strengthening the foundations of 
community and stands for youth development, 
healthy living, and social responsibility. The Y 
impacts the community by providing quality 
services to people of all ages, races, faiths, and 
incomes. Providing services for Eastern Union 
County and Northern Middlesex County for over 
119 years, the Gateway Family YMCA has six 
YMCA branches in Elizabeth, Rahway and 
Union, serving the communities of Avenel, 
Carteret, Clark, Colonia, Elizabeth, Hillside, 
Kenilworth, Linden, Plainfield, Port Reading, 
Roselle, Roselle Park, Sewaren, Union, Vauxhall, 
Winfield Park and Woodbridge, NJ.  

For more information about The Gateway 
Family YMCA or the 7th Grade Initiative or the 
7th Grade Leader’s Club, visit tgfymca.org or 
contact the Elizabeth Branch at 908-355-9622, 
Five Points Branch at 908-688-9622, Rahway 
Branch at 732-388-0057 or Wellness Center 
Branch at 908-349-9622.

Registration is open for the new class of 7th 
Grade Initiative members at The Gateway Family 
YMCA.  As part of the NJ YMCA 7th Grade 
Initiative, a state-wide program designed to 
support and encourage teens to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle, The Gateway Family YMCA 
offers a supportive 7th Grade Leaders Club 
program and complimentary membership for all 
7th Grade Students in the local community.   

Current 7th Grade students are invited to visit 
the YMCA and join with proof of grade and a 
guardian’s signature. Registration is available at 
The Gateway Family YMCA – Elizabeth Branch 
- 135 Madison Avenue, Five Points Branch -201 
Tucker Avenue, Union, Rahway Branch – 1564 
Irving Street, Rahway and Wellness Center 
Branch – 1000 Galloping Hill Rd, Union. 

The goal of the 7th Grade Initiative is to 
increase physical activity and support teens in the 
development of lifetime healthy habits and 
leadership skills while providing a safe and 
supportive environment with role models. 

As part of the 7th Grade Initiative, The 
Gateway Family YMCA offers a 7th Grade 
Leader’s Club, a structured program offering 
teens leadership and volunteer opportunities. 

• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations 
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease 
• Optos Retina Imaging 
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands 
• Comprehensive Eye Examinations 
• Contact Lens Examinations 
• Variety of Contact lenses 
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES:  
• Oxford 
• VSP 
• Aetna 
• Avesis 
• NVA 
• Block Vision  
• Davis Vision 
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield and many more.  
Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.

EYES ON YOU 
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours: 
Mon: 10am to 6pm 
Tues: 10am to 6pm 
Wed: Closed 
Thur: 10am to 6pm 
Fri: 10am to 6pm 
Sat: 9am to 2pm 
Sun: Closed 
Late appointments are  
    available by request.

Dr. M. Williams 
Optometric Physician 

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ 
732-388-3900 

rahwayeyedoctor.com

• Medicare 
• Medicaid 
• Qualcare 
• Superior Vision 
• United Health Care 
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ 
• Vision Benefits of America
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USE THEM OR LOSE THEM… DENTAL BENEFITS DON’T CARRY OVER! 
Maximize your treatment with 2 years of insurance. Start now with your 2021 coverage and complete treatment with 2022 benefits! Call today and avoid the year-end rush. 

Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing • u a r q

Serving Central New Jersey since 1959

TRUNK OR TREAT EVENT A SUCCESS
families, leaders, and board liaison, Mrs. Lori 
Kennedy volunteered to decorate the trunk of 
their cars and hand out candy. Over 350 
students, along with their parents were in 
attendance for this event.  

Franklin School would like to thank the 

community for making this event so special for 
its students.  

They are so pleased that their first trunk or 
treat was such a huge success and are looking 
forward to it becoming an annual 
extravaganza!

(above) Franklin School’s Trunk of Treat Event Photos by Rahway Public Schools

Rahway Public Schools 
Rahway's Franklin Elementary's PTA 

President, Mrs. Patrice Ferreira and Vice-
President, Mrs. Shavon Smith-Simons planned 
and organized the school's first trunk or treat 
event held in October. Over 24 Franklin 
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WHY ARE THE NAMES OF RAHWAY BANKS ON UNITED STATES CURRENCY? 
Submitted by Al Shipley, City Historian and Rahway Library Research Consultant

We all know what American dollars look like. 
No matter the denomination, the appearance of 
our paper money is something we readily 
recognize. Yet when introduced to the currency 
from another time period, one might easily 
assume it’s just some kind of “play money,” 
especially if the names of Rahway banks are 
prominently displayed on the front of the bills. 
In reality, the “Rahway” bills actually were 
United States legal tender and were circulated 
by four Rahway banks for portions of over 
seventy years.     

Before the Civil War, banks were chartered 
by the state governments where they were 

located. Different states developed different 
regulations and policies creating a system that 
was poorly integrated across state lines. As a 
result, it became more and more obvious that a 
nationally regulated banking structure was 
needed. 

In February, 1863, the National Banking Act 
was created by President Abraham Lincoln with 
a three-fold purpose: to create a national 
chartering and regulatory system, to float 
Federal war bonds to help finance the Civil War, 
and to establish a national currency. After the 
Act was passed by Congress, more than 1,500 
state banks, including two in Rahway, 

(left) The National Bank of 
Rahway, formerly the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’, 
a state bank, received a 
national charter in 1865 
and transacted business for 
the next twenty-two years. 
The bank was located on 
the NW corner of Main and 
Poplar Streets. The 
building was razed in 1905.

(left) The Union National 
Bank was housed in the 
Exchange Building, SW 
corner of Irving and 
Cherry Streets. Chartered 
in 1865, the bank was in 
business until 1878. The 
building was razed in 
1911 to clear the way for 
the elevation of the 
railroad tracks.

(left) The architecturally 
beautiful Rahway National 
Bank was constructed in 
1900 on the NW corner of 
Irving Street and Vail Place. 
It maintained its national 
charter until 1962 when it 
switched to a state charter. 
The building still stands, but 
over the years has been 
altered, added to, and 
modernized   completely 
changing the façade.

(left) The Citizens’ National 
Bank lasted only seven years 
(1925-1932). Located on the 
SE corner of Irving and 
Lewis Streets, the building 
still stands and looks much 
the same as it did in the 20s. 
When it closed, its deposits 
were assumed by the Rahway 
National Bank, its neighbor 
across the street.

converted to the National banking system. Two 
more national banks would be established in 
the city after 1900. The national banks would 
be chartered and supervised by the Office of the 
Comptroller of Currency, an agency in the U. S. 
Treasury Department. 

The new currency would be designed and 
printed in Washington D.C.  Local banks were 
given the option of having the name of their 
bank added on the face side. The Rahway banks 
took advantage of the offer.  

The following are images of the four 
Rahway national banks and samples of the bills 
circulated by each.

Visit The Merchants and Drovers Tavern Museum,  1623 St. Georges Avenue, Rahway, NJ online at: merchantsanddrovers.org
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Rahway - Fireplace Warmth! 
$347,500 

Custom Home, brick & stone,  
center hall entry into spacious rooms.  

Formal Dining Rm,   
3 Bedrooms, 1 full & 2 - ½ baths,  

partly finished basement, 2 car garage.
ERA Village Green Realtors 

35 Brant Avenue, Clark 
732-381-7477 

eravillagegreen.com 
Serving Clark and vicinity since 1968.

Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

TANK SWEEPS $50 OFF

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
FLAT RATE $1,895

BEAUTIFUL OFFICES FOR RENT 
IN THE GREAT TOWN OF CLARK

CALL TODAY-732-396-0606 
Landlord Pays Commission 

• 181 Westfield Ave. 1,200 SF.  
- Was a Dental office on second floor. Elevator.  
2 minutes to Pkwy. Vacant $2,000 Negotiable 

• 138-6 Westfield Ave. 750 SF.  
- Picture Perfect! Direct access-first floor. Parking lot.  
Perfect for any business. Two separate offices & waiting  
room plus lavatory. High visibility in commercial area.  
2 minutes to Pkwy.  
$900.00 available 11/1/2021 Below Market. 

• 29 Broadway 1,368 SF.  
- First floor-behind Town Ace Hardware. Previously  
electrical contractor company.  Immaculate/spacious- 
5 offices. 2 minutes to Pkwy. Vacant $2,100 Negotiable.

138 Westfield Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside 
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and 
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and 
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work. 

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This 
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch 
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced, 
with compensation going back to the homeowner 
for a signed release. 

Serious lnquiries Please!

UGLY HOMES WANTED 
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM 

IN THIS AREA

CALL 1-800-281-1582 
Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation 

and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC 
Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 11/30/21.

RED RIBBON WEEK AT FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY
Rahway Public Schools 

Every year, students all over the nation 
celebrate Red Ribbon Week. The annual 
celebration is sponsored by the National Parent 
Partnership to provide drug awareness. Since its 
beginning in 1985, Red Ribbon Week has 
touched the lives of millions of people around the 
world.  

As part of their celebration, students at 
Franklin Elementary School in Rahway were 

asked to make good choices and show good 
character by bringing in canned goods to donate 
to the Rahway Food for Friends Food Bank. 
Overall, the food drive was exceptional. The 
students brought in 1,123 cans. This was the most 
that the school has ever collected.  

Mrs. Rebecca Rose-Wood's 3rd-grade class 
brought in 60 cans, which was more than any 
other class in the school! They will receive a 
pizza party for their efforts. Great job kids!

(above) Red Ribbon Week at Franklin Elementary
Photo by Rahway Public Schools

PAYLESS ROOFING 
ROOFING – SIDING – REPAIRS 

Roof Coatings - Flat Roofs 
• Same Phone # for 20 Years • 

Call 908-486-0866 
PaylessRoofingServices.com 

   Lic # 13VH00418100

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service
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Dorothy Frances 
Schmidt Taylor left this 
world peacefully after a 
long battle with 
dementia on October 
27, 2021. She was 94. 

Born and raised in 
Morristown, NJ, she 
was predeceased by her 
Mother Dorothy, Father 

Francis, dear sister Barbara, nieces Karly and 
Heidi, and her beloved husband of 35 years, 
Edward J. Taylor Sr. 

She was employed at Merck & Co. Inc for 
30+ years, where she worked in Financial 
Services and met the love of her life. 

Settling in Rahway, she and Ed created and 
enjoyed a loving home and family. She 
enjoyed gardening in her beautiful yard, 
cooking for everyone, sharing celebrations, 
marking milestones, picnics and parades. 

She was a member of the Rahway Elks and 
Historical Society and enjoyed bowling at the 
Rahway Lanes where her Uncle Bill taught her 
to line up her “thumb to the head pin”. She 
rolled a spare at 93 years. 

After retiring she moved down the shore 
with her family where she loved the beach and 
walking on the boards, meeting old friends and 
making new ones.   

Eventually heading further south to St 
Augustine, Fla, she lived her twilight years 
with spunk and grace and enjoyed visits with 
dear friends and family.  

She is survived by her devoted, loving 
family; sons, Edward J Taylor, Jr and his wife 
Suanne, and David W. Taylor and his wife 
Lisa, daughter Dorothy T. Hadley and her 
husband Rob, and her cherished 
grandchildren; Brian “Bri James”, Collin, 
Kerianne, Jackie, Juliet and Danny, beloved 
cousins, nieces,  nephews and extended 
family. She was another mother to many and 
loved her grand dogs and great-grand dogs.  

Mom loved moonrises and sunsets which 
she often described in superlatives; 
stupendous, absolutely marvelous, spectacular 
and breath taking.  She appreciated and 
created awe-inspiring moments, and in doing 
so, lived an awe-inspiring life.  

A memorial service will be planned at a 
future date. Donations in her name can be 
made to merchantsanddrovvers.org or 
saveourseabirds.org and would be greatly 
appreciated.

DOROTHY FRANCES 
SCHMIDT TAYLOR

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 

908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

ELF THE MUSICAL JR. TO SUPPORT 
SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

pandemic. 
“It’s the first time doing a CAU play since the 

shutdown and I just love seeing everyone again,” 
said Fleissner. 

Proceeds from the play support CAU’s 
comprehensive services for people with 
disabilities and youth at-risk, which include 
housing, education, employment, support 
coordination, and life skills training. 

This adaptation of the hilarious, hit film is sure 
to warm hearts as we prepare for the holiday 
season. 

“I want people to get tickets so they can laugh 
hard,” said cast member Ernie Smalls. 
ABOUT COMMUNITY ACCESS UNLIMITED: 

Community Access Unlimited (CAU), who is 
celebrating 42 years in 2021, supports people 
with special needs in achieving real lives in the 
community. CAU provides support and gives 
voices to adults and the youth who traditionally 
have little support and no voice in society. CAU 
helps people with housing, life skills, 
employment, money management, socialization, 
and civic activities. CAU also supports 
opportunities for advocacy through training in 
assertiveness, decision-making and civil rights. 
CAU currently serves more than 3,000 
individuals and families, with the number 
growing each year.  

For more information about CAU and its 
services, contact us by phone at 
908-354-3040, online at caunj.org, or by mail at 
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ, 07202.

(above, l-r) Zoe Rivera and Tyler O’Neill perform as Jovie and Buddy in Elf the Musical Jr. with 
other CAU Community Players.

Community Access Unlimited 
A triumphant musical returning this December 

promises holiday cheer, a lot of laughs, and 
possibly too much sugar. 

Tickets for Elf the Musical Jr. are now 
available for showings on December 10, 11, and 
12th. All shows are streaming virtually at 7:00 
p.m. for audiences to enjoy at home. Tickets are 
$10 and can be purchased on line at: 
www.showtix4u.com/event-details/57483 

The CAU Community Players are an inclusive 
group of performers with and without disabilities 
who collaborate to stage incredible musical 
performances, including past productions of 
Hairspray and Aladdin. Community Access 
Unlimited (CAU) is a Union County-based, 
statewide nonprofit that works to integrate people 
with disabilities and youth at-risk into the 
community through comprehensive ways. 

The cast of the show is thrilled to return to the 
stage after months of virtual rehearsals and 
preparation. Performers used clear masks to 
interact safely while allowing the audience to 
enjoy their expressions. 

“The point of the show is to fill everyone with 
Christmas spirit,” said Tyler O’Neill, who plays 
Buddy. “I’m discovering a side I never thought I 
had and a lot of joy. And like Buddy, I too enjoy 
a good hug every now and again.” 

Adam Fleissner, who plays Buddy’s 
cantankerous father, Walter, said he is excited for 
everyone’s hard work to pay off in the final 
production after a hiatus last year, due to the 
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

SHOP & PAINT NIGHT
Submitted by Linda Lampert 

The Parent-Teacher Association at Franklin 
Elementary School in Rahway recently hosted a 
"Shop and Paint Night."  They had a great 
turnout. About 65 parents and students come out 
to support this fundraiser. Families were invited 
to look around and shop at the Scholastic Book 
Fair, then they went to the cafeteria and had some 
fun painting. The painting activity was led by 
Mrs. Laura Gould, the school's art teacher and 
everyone had a great time. The school's principal, 
Dr. Aleya Shoieb said that she was extremely 
pleased with the success of the event and is 
looking forward to having the school host future 
painting events. The special memories that were 
made are priceless!

Photos by Rahway Public Schools

PARK DINER &  
PANCAKE HOUSE

1932 St. Georges Ave, 
Linden NJ • 908-925-2777

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

10% OFF 
1ST ONLINE ORDER

DINE IN 
Mon - Sat: 8 am-10 pm, Sun: 8 am-8 pm 

PICKUP SERVICE 
Mon-Sat: 8 am - 9:45 pm, Sun: 8 am-7:45 pm 

DELIVERY SERVICE 
Mon-Sat: 8 am-9:45 pm, Sun: 8:30 am-7:45 pm

ORDER ONLINE 
Scan QR or go to 

orderparkdiner.com

Featuring our extended 
breakfast menu 

with a large selection of 
signature pancakes 

and colossoal omeletes.
Open December 25th  

and January 1st.
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HANUKAH: A CELEBRATION OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
By Rabbi Paul David Kerbel Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim, Cranford

practice of our respective customs, prayers and 
traditions and our interaction and bonds of 
friendship and community responsibility with our 
neighbors of all religions and ethnic groups. 

The most enduring symbol of both Hanukah 
and Christmas is the celebration of light. We light 
a Menorah to symbolize the miracles of our 
survival and the dedication of our people - for 
over four-thousand years even in the midst of 
persecution or the attempt to suppress our faith 
and practice – to practice our customs and 
traditions with hope and confidence in the future 
as a monotheistic ethical religion and culture. 

For our Christian friends, the lights of the 
Christmas season represent essential religious 
beliefs including joy, peace, kindness and service 
to our fellow human beings. Even with the 
challenges the Covid-19 pandemic has caused, 
among the most difficult in our lifetimes, may the 
lights of our respective traditions strengthen our 
commitment to our respective faiths and our 
obligation and opportunity to make a difference 
in our community and in the world at large. As 

one great rabbi wrote: “It is better to light one 
candle than to curse the darkness.” Wishing all of 
us a meaningful holiday season! 

Rabbi Paul David Kerbel is the rabbi of 
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim in Cranford. He 
is active in the Cranford Clergy Association, the 
Union County Board of Rabbis, the Rabbinic 
Roundtable of the Jewish Federation of 
MetroWest, NJ and on the New Jersey Advisory 
Board of The Anti-Defamation League.

Hanukah is one of the Jewish religion’s most 
popular holidays. No doubt, part of Hanukah’s 
popularity derives from its proximity to 
Christmas and the bundling of a variety of 
religious, ethnic and cultural holidays that occur 
at this time of year creating a festive holiday 
season. 

You might be surprised to know however, that 
unlike Christmas, Hanukah is not one of 
Judaism’s major holidays. That billing goes to 
Rosh HaShanah (the Jewish New Year) and Yom 
Kippur (the Day of Fasting and Atonement) and 
the Pilgrimage Festivals of Passover, Sukkot and 
Shavuot that are explained and discussed in The 
Book of Leviticus (Chapter 23). 

But Hanukah is important for many reasons. 
In the first place, next to the Passover Seder, 
more Jews celebrate Hanukah than any other 
Jewish ritual or holiday observance. We celebrate 
two miracles on Hanukah: the military victory of 
a small, outmanned Jewish army winning out 
over a superior Syrian-Greek King Antiochus 
Epiphanes, who forbade the Jewish people to 
study their scriptures, keep their calendar, 
observe their holidays or offer sacrifices in the 
Temple. The King wanted the Jews to sacrifice to 
the Greek Gods and study the best of Greek 
culture. King Antiochus was jealous of the God 
of Israel and sought to eradicate distinctive 
Jewish practices and culture. 

The second miracle of Hanukah is the story in 
Rabbinic tradition, that when the revolt ended 
and the Jewish people sought to rededicate and 
purify the Holy Temple in Jerusalem that had 
been defiled by the decree of King Antiochus by 
lighting the Menorah, the religious candelabrum 
that served as a major symbol of religious Jewish 
life in the Temple, that there was only enough 
purified olive oil to last for one day, but the lamp 
remained burning for eight days! 

But I also think the story of Hanukah teaches 
and shares important lessons for our friends and 
neighbors of other faiths about religious faith and 
belief. To me, Hanukah represents the first 
victory in human history of religious freedom. In 
a certain sense, Hanukah is a universal holiday of 
religious freedom. If the Jewish people had lost 
this physical and spiritual war in 164 BCE 
(before the common era) and 164 years before the 
birth of Jesus, Judaism would have died out and 
since Christianity and Islam emanate out of and 
are connected to Judaism, there would not be 
today any adherents of these great faiths. 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam exist today 
because of the religious faith of these defenders 
of Judaism to stand up for their beliefs and rights. 

Hanukah also teaches religious tolerance and 
the celebration of pluralism. Hanukah reinforces 
the rights of a minority to stand up for its beliefs 
while living in a larger secular or religious culture 
of other religious faiths. Our country was built on 
the idea of freedom of religion and the freedom 
to live by and practice the customs, rituals and 
commandments of our respective religions. 
Hanukah teaches me that sometimes miracles 
happen in the quiet constancy of our everyday 

The Peterstown Book  
A RECORD OF ITALIAN-AMERICAN CULTURE

HOLIDAY SPECIAL 
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

776  
Over sized 

Pages 
 

Thousands  
of Photos 

 
Hundreds  
of Recipes 

 
Great gift  

to leave to  
the next 

generation

ORDER BY PHONE! OR ONLINE
By phone 908-447-1295 

On line at PeterstownNJ.com  
- Mail Check and form to: 

Renna Media 
202 Walnut Ave.,  
Cranford, NJ 07016  

- Email inquiries to: 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Only $25! + $1.75  tax 
FREE SHIPPING

Makes a great gift!
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549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford 
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

 
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE 

$300 OFF 
Expires: 12/31/2021. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0% Financing 
Available

FREE 
ESTIMATES

NO 
OBLIGATION

We are a full service installation and maintenance company. 
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER 
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS 
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS 
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

 $25 OFF 
ANY SERVICE CALL 
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance. 

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now! 
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion  
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend  
the life of your unit.

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

Hi-efficiency heating equipment  
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates. 

NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME! 
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/21.

GRIEF SUPPORT FACILITATORS NEEDED 
Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss

walks of life and no special background is 
required, other than, a willingness to listen, a 
heart inclined to serve, and the ability to be with 
children and adults in grief without trying to fix, 
solve, or give advice. No prior experience is 
necessary, but volunteers must be 18 years or 
older. Bilingual (Spanish-speaking) volunteers 
are needed as well. Volunteers serve as 
companions and caring listeners for those who 
are grieving to help create a safe space where 
participants can share tears and embrace the joys 
of life. 

We are hoping to fill our upcoming training 
with lots of wonderful new volunteers! We are 
planning to offer virtual facilitator training 
December  

10–12th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. For 
information on joining Imagine’s team of 
volunteers, please contact Imagine’s Program 
Manager, Veronica Ortiz, by emailing 
veronica@imaginenj.org, or by calling 908-264-
3100. Please help us address the growing need 
for children’s grief support and ensure that no 
grieving child is required to wait to receive the 
support they need.

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
need for children’s grief support programs has 
never been greater. Imagine, A Center for 
Coping with Loss, a non-profit organization 
based in Mountainside and Newark, exists to 
support children in New Jersey who have 
experienced the death of a parent, sibling, or 
close family member. Imagine offers free peer 
support groups for children ages 3-18, young 
adults 19-30, and the parents and guardians of 
the children in the program. Groups for Spanish-
speaking bereaved adults are also available. 
Currently, all groups are being held virtually, 
however, there are plans to transition some 
groups to in-person as soon as it feels safe to do 
so. 

Imagine’s support groups are only possible 
because of our amazing team of volunteers who 
facilitate the groups. Imagine currently has a 
wait list of families looking to join our support 
groups. We are unable to offer them support at 
this time because we do not have enough 
volunteers to begin another Night of Support. 
We need your help! 

Imagine’s volunteer facilitators come from all 

FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP — DEC. 21
Are you feeling stressed and alone in trying to 

cope with the effects of a loved one’s mental 
illness? NAMI Union County’s Family Support 
Group is for family members and caregivers of 
people with mental illnesses. The group is led by 
NAMI-trained facilitators and is a peer support 
group that allows participants to gain insight 

from others facing the same challenges. 
Free Zoom sessions are held on  
the 3rd Tuesday of every month  
from 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  
To register, email Denise at:  
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com  
with your name, town, and phone number.
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Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 135,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
21 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$35 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Advertise  
in 1 or all  
21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 

Call today for FREE consult on marketing and business plans.

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com
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FLYERS 

$35 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$50 
PER 1,000

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.  
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

(above) Past President of The Rahway Garden 
Club, James Keane, has been researching and 

answering garden questions since 1995.  
Visit 'Keane Gardener' blog at: 

keanegardener.blogspot.com

A SHORT HISTORY OF CHRISTMAS TREES
"Evergreen boughs have been essential 

seasonal decor since ancient times as part of 
pagan winter solstice celebrations. Evergreens at 
midwinter festivals were traditional, signifying 
the victory of life and light over death and 
darkness.” * 

In many countries it was believed that 
evergreens would keep away witches, ghosts, evil 
spirits, and illness. 

There is some debate over the origin of our 
modern-day Christmas trees. Both Latvia and 
Estonia claim to have been home to the first 
Christmas tree. Latvia traces its Christmas tree 
traditions back to 1510, when a merchant guild 
called the House of the Black Heads carried a tree 
through the city, decorated it, and later burned it 
down. Meanwhile, Estonia has countered those 
claims, saying it has evidence of a similar festival 
hosted by the very same guild in its capital city 
Tallinn in 1441. 

Today most historians believe our traditions 
started in Alsace, part of Germany at the time but 
now France. Historical records indicate that a 
Christmas tree was raised in the Strasbourg 
Cathedral in 1539 and that the tradition had 
grown so popular throughout the region that the 
city of Freiburg banned felling trees for 
Christmas in 1554. 

Still, the tradition caught on among German 
families and slowly evolved through the years to 
what we know today. Protestant reformer Martin 
Luther is often credited with being the first to put 
lights on the Christmas tree with candles after a 
nighttime stroll through the forest with twinkling 
stars above. German emigrants took these 
traditions with them as they resettled in other 
countries. By the 18th century Christmas trees 
were all over Europe. 

In 1848, Queen Victoria and her husband 
Prince Albert from Germany captured the 
imaginations of royal watchers around the world 
when the Illustrated London News published an 
illustration of their family gathered around a 
decorated Christmas tree. Queen Victoria was a 
trendsetter of her time, and so the tradition took 
off around the world. 

Germany’s Christmas tree tradition also likely 
arrived in the United States in the late 18th 
century, when Hessian troops joined the British 
to fight in the Revolutionary War. In the years 
that followed, German immigrants also brought 

the tradition to the U.S. and, over time, historian 
Penne Restad writes that they “became a point of 
fascination for other Americans.” 

American families adopted the Christmas tree 
more widely after 1850, when the Philadelphia-
based magazine Godey’s Lady’s Book 
republished the royal family’s Christmas scene 
from Illustrated London News. The magazine 
made a few tweaks, editing out Victoria’s crown 
and Albert’s royal sash to transform them into 
one version of an American family. 

Today, the lighting of two beloved U.S. 
Christmas trees is a part of our country’s ritual 
for ushering in the holiday season. In 1923, 
President Calvin Coolidge oversaw the lighting 
of the first National Christmas Tree in 
Washington, D.C. 

A decade later, in 1933, New York City lit the 
first Christmas tree at Rockefeller Center which 
has since become a must visit for tourists and 
New Yorkers alike each holiday season. Both 
trees have been illuminated every year since, save 
for a few years in the 1940s when they went dark 
due to blackout restrictions during World War II. 
CHRISTMAS TREE FARMS 

Many citizens of New Jersey would be 
surprised to learn that we are the home of the first 
Christmas Tree Farm in the United Sates. 

In 1901, W.V. McGalliard planted twenty-five 
thousand Norway Spruces on his property in 
Mercer County near Trenton. Seven years later 
those Christmas trees were sold for one dollar 
each. 

Today there are 83 Christmas tree farms in 
New Jersey. Their locations are posted on the 
internet. 

During the 1940s, 90 percent of all natural 
Christmas trees sold in the United State were 
harvested from forests. The most popular species 
during that era, Balsam Fir, Douglas-fir, Black 
Spruce and White Spruce, were all readily 
available growing wild in forests. 

Luckily following World War II more trees 
began to be planted on plantations. 

Today 30 million Christmas trees are harvested 
every year on tree farms. 25% of these trees are 
grown in Oregon and shipped throughout the 
country. Christmas trees are grown in all 50 states 
including Hawaii and Alaska. Today 98 percent 
of all Christmas trees are grown on farms. 

Evergreen trees generally take 6 to 10 years to 
reach maturity. All of these trees are trimmed 
once a year to give them a pleasing appearance 
in the home. The best-selling trees are Scotch 
Pine, Douglas Fir, Fraser Fir, Balsam Fir and 
White Pine. 

The tallest living Christmas tree is believed to 
be the 122-foot, 91-year-old Douglas fir in the 
town of Woodinville, Washington. 

In the first week, a tree in your home will 
consume as much as a quart of water per day.  

*Carole Cusack is a professor of religious 
studies at the University of Sydney. 

The information in this article comes from a 
few different sources. Thanks to the Smithsonian, 
National Geographic & The History Channel.  

Have a safe & happy holiday season, 

James

(above) This illustration of  Queen Victoria, 
Prince Albert & the Royal Family popularized 

Christmas trees in Europe and worldwide. 

Learn at your own pace with customized  
sessions. Private, virtual lessons conducted via 
Skype, Facetime and Zoom. Other platforms  
available upon request. For information, contact:

Guitar LessonsV I R T U A L

ONE-ON-ONE 
60 MINUTE INSTRUCTION  $45

PJ Cotroneo 908-380-8438 
pj@pjcotroneoband.com

BFA. The New School-NYC 
MFA, Rutgers-Newark 
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870 ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065 
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

Witty’s 
Fine Wine and Liquors

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.wittyswine.com  

732-381-6776 

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.metroliquors.com 

908-925-1770 
PICK-UP CURBSIDE 

OR DELIVERY

Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event: 
facebook.com/metrolinden

We specialize in hard to find items 
and custom orders, just ask!

15% OFF 
Any purchase of  

12 bottles of wine 
Restriction apply.  

Coupons not valid on sale items.

10% OFF 
Any purchase of  
6 bottles of wine 

Restriction apply.  
Coupons not valid on sale items.

WHISKY 
Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $28.97 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $28.99 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $55.99 
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $42.99 
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $29.99 
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $58.99  
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $72.99 
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $28.99 
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $49.99  
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $25.99 
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $19.99 
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $32.99  
Gentleman Jack ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Gentleman Jack ...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99  
Glenmorangie 10 yrs old .................750ml...................... $40.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $47.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L ...................... $91.99  
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $23.99  
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $25.99 
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $25.99 
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $29.99 
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $54.99  
Jim Beam Whisky ............................1.75L ...................... $29.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $187.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $399.99  
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $28.99 
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $57.99  
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $34.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $32.09  
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $59.99 
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $27.99 
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $52.99 
  

GIN 
Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $35.99 
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $36.99 
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $19.99 
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $21.99 
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $36.99 
 

COGNAC & BRANDY 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $31.99 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $53.99  
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $48.99 
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L ...................... $99.99 
 

CORDIALS 
Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Duggan’s Irish Cream ......................1.75L ...................... $28.99  
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $37.99  
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $17.99 
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $24.99 
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $42.99  

VODKA 
Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $19.09 
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $29.09  
Belvedere Vodka..............................750ml...................... $27.99 
Belvedere Vodka..............................1.75L ...................... $44.99  
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99  
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $24.99  
Grey Goose ......................................750ml...................... $24.99 
Grey Goose ......................................1.75L ...................... $39.99  
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99 
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99 
Luksusowa .......................................1.75L ...................... $22.99  
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $11.99 
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99  
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $19.99 
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $11.99 
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $19.99  
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $29.09 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99  
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99 
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $30.99 

RUM 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $12.99 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $19.19  
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $25.99 
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $17.99 
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $25.09   

TEQUILA 
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $37.99 
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $46.99 
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $99.99 
Cantera Negra Coffee Tequila .........750ml ..................... $26.99  

BEER 
Becks (12oz) 24pk ........................... 24pk....................... $22.99 
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $23.99  
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $20.99  
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $15.99 
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $20.99  
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $23.99  
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $30.99  
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $21.99  
Dogfish Head 60 min. ...................... 24pk ...................... $35.99  
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $29.99  
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $26.99  
Lech (500ml) ................................... 20pk ...................... $28.99  
Modelo Especial cans...................... 12pk ...................... $15.99 
New Belgium Fat Tire ..................... 24pk ...................... $34.99  
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $19.99  
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $30.99  
Sagres.............................................. 24pk....................... $24.99 
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $33.99  
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $29.99  
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $20.99  
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $20.99 

ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.  
Not responsible for typographical errors.  

Prices valid till December 31, 2021.

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price” 
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines
Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036 

email: metroliquors@gmail.com

TWO 
LOCATIONS

q t y ]

WINE 
Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $11.99 
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $11.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $  5.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $  9.49  
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99 
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99 
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $  5.99 
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $14.99 
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99 
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $189.99 
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $12.99 
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml ............ $  9.99 
Adagio Pinot Grigio ..................................1.5L ............... $  9.99 
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry..............750ml ............ $10.99 
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $  9.99 
Gazela Vinho Verde ..................................750ml............. $  6.49 
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon.............750ml............. $26.99 
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $12.09 
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml ............ $13.99 
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml ............ $11.99 
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml ............ $24.99 
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml ............ $11.97 
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml ............ $  9.99 
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml ............ $  8.99 
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $43.99 
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99 
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $10.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................750ml ............ $  8.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5 L .............. $13.97  
Ruffino Pinot Grigio .................................1.5L ............... $13.99 
Ruffino Tan label  ....................................750ml ............ $19.99 
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml ............ $22.09 
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml ............ $76.99 
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $13.09 
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $12.49

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm


