MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME
AND BUSINESS IN LINDEN

Published by Renna Media On-line at RennaMedia.com

Issue 141 » December 2021

=

We Buy Houses

073.558.8287
Carlos & Adriana

HOUSES

FOR

Lom
w o9
22 £
r~N| A
®hac2| 2
cO<hir| e
netns| &
Fo ok
) %D_
x
x
x
x
2
5=
EE:
(&)
FE2
-
* n
x
-
: e
:U)z
r @ =
ol = S

DONATION FROM PHILLIPS 66 FUNDS SBIENBE KITS

The Linden Public School District has received
a $58,000 donation from Phillips 66 Bayway
Refinery to support the district’s science
curriculum. The funds will be used to purchase
science kits for all of the district’s 400 second-
graders.

“Phillips 66 and our colleagues at the Bayway
Refinery support our local Linden school
community in so many ways,” said Cynthia
Apalinski, the district’s elementary science
specialist. “Their generous donation is one in a
long line of us joining together as partners to
provide the strongest science learning
opportunities possible to our students.

“This most recent support is representative of
our partnership to develop the next generation of
scientists and engineers. We are extremely
grateful for their continuous support and with
these funds we are able to purchase new science
materials for our second-grade classrooms.”

The Full Option Science System (FOSS) kits
supply students with materials to study and
investigate units on Insects and Plants; Solids and
Liquids; and Pebbles, Sand, and Silt. In all three
units, students spend significant time outdoors
exploring their schoolyards and the local
community to make real-life connections with the
science concepts they are learning about in their
classrooms.

“Thank you to our neighbors at Phillips 66 for
their generous support for our science
curriculum,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Marnie Hazelton. “They say it takes a village to
educate a child and this kind of financial backing
from one of our vital community partners puts
that mantra into action.”

Access to high-quality instructional materials
allows Linden’s elementary teachers to provide
students with rich and engaging experiences as
they investigate phenomena in science and solve
problems in engineering.

“At Phillips 66, one of our key focus areas for
our philanthropic giving is Education and
Literacy. We are very proud to support the
purchase of required curriculum materials that
will help the development of local Linden
students,” said Chris Gallo, general manager of

(above, I-r) Representatlves of Phillips 66 visited School No. 6.
(Back row, I-r) are School No. 6 Principal William Mastriano, second-
grade teacher Kimberly Zagaja, Bayway Refinery Community Relations
Coordinator Mary Phillips, Bayway Refinery Manager of Public Affairs
Nancy Sadlon, and Linden Public Schools Elementary Science
Specialist Cynthia Apalinski, with Mrs. Zagaja's class.

Photos by Linden Public Schools
Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery. “We have supported this community need
over the past six years, annually addressing a different grade level. With
Bayway’s contribution this year, Grades 2 through 8 in the Linden Public
Schools will have state-required science kits.”

Apalinski added: “These materials allow our student scientists to
develop a love of science, learn how science and engineering can improve
our world and solve its most challenging problems, and help them
envision a potential trajectory into a science-related career.”

The FOSS program gives students in-depth exposure to life, physical,
and earth and space sciences while engaging them in the engineering
design process:

Insects and Plants: Young biologists study the biodiversity of plants
and animals by investigating firsthand the life cycles and behaviors of
common insects and plants. They observe and care for mealworms,
milkweed bugs, and painted lady butterflies live in their classrooms. They
also plant their own seeds and collect and analyze data about their growth.

Solids and Liquids: Students explore solid and liquid materials by
observing, describing, and sorting them according to their properties.
Next, they investigate interactions between solids and water, liquids and
water, and the melting and freezing of familiar liquids.

Pebbles, Sand, and Silt: Student geologists observe the properties of
rocks of various sizes and study the components of soil. They study and
analyze the results of weathering and erosion and work collaboratively to
locate natural sources of water. They discover various earth materials’
important role as natural resources and uses as building materials.
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SELLING YOUR HOME? GIVE US A CALL!

Call Your In Town Linden Specialist All Towne Realty

We’ll Exceed Your Expectations!
Call Now For A Free Home Evaluation

www.alltownerealty.com REIIRTEEIIIY
30 Brant Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

732-381-1190

a Happy & Healthy
Holiday Season!
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Life in Linden is published by Renna
Media. 17,400 newspapers are printed
monthly and mailed to every business and
resident in the Linden.

Although great care has been taken to
ensure the information contained within is
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability
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©2021 Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from
Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award,
etc.). Then send us your news!

Email: editor@rennamedia.com
Online at www.rennamedia.com
like us on facebook.com/

Life in Linden
Tina Renna: 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna: 908447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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LESSONS

International Master
Yaacov Norowitz

e Group or private lessons

e Live or virtual options

¢ Classes for all Levels
from beginners on up

Call or email Joe Renna:
joerenna@rennamedia.com

908-447-1295

For more info about lessons.

STUDENTS AWARDED SCHOLARSHIP
TO STUDY CHINESE

Linden Public Schools

Three Linden High School freshmen have
been awarded a scholarship to receive additional
teaching in Mandarin Chinese throughout this
school year.

Abigail Armstead, Ashley Agbottah Grubbs,
and Trinity Ellis will take part in virtual classes
through the Huaxia Chinese School in Edison
each Sunday, in which they will learn about
language and culture.

“I am so proud of our student’s enthusiasm in
learning a different language and culture,” said
Lin Lin Hu, the students’ Chinese teacher at LHS.

The scholarship covers all tuition and fees
for the school, and was given by Bo Wang,
chief executive officer of Wealthhouse

Advisers of Metuchen.

“Our students were selected because Mr. Wang
was impressed by their love for learning Chinese
language and culture and their involvement in the
community, which Mr. Wang has always been
passionate about,” Hu said.

She explained that Wang funds the scholarship
to give back to the community because an
American millionaire gave him a chance over 30
years ago, paying his way to come to the United
States.

“Mr. Wang said he wants to give back,” Hu
said. “He is so happy that he can provide our
students this opportunity to study Chinese
language and its culture. This is a beautiful story
with positive messages for our students.”

(above, I-r) LHS Chinese teacher Lin Lin Hu and freshmen Ashley Agbottah Grubbs, Trinity Ellis,
and Abigail Armstead, students awarded scholarships to study Mandarin Chinese on weekends
during the school year at the Huaxia School of Edison.

Photo by Linden Public Schools
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Cenltury 71" Alliance Really

Thank you to everyone that donated to our
annual food drive, enjoy the hohdays’

.....

ENTURY 21

Alliance Realty :
N Ny,
867 N Stiles St.Linden NJ 07036 [

off: 908-587-5222
fax: 908-925-5495

like and follow us on:

. Century 21 Alliance Realty

. C21alliancerealty B8 century21 Alliance Realty
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NATIONAL NETWORK SEEKS TO RESHAPE EDUCATION

Linden Public Schools

Linden Public Schools have joined “Learning
2025,” a collaborative nationwide network of
districts aspiring to become more student-
centered, equity-focused, and future-driven.

The network, administered by AASA, The
School Superintendents Association, includes
more than 60 “demonstration systems” that
represent a collection of forward-leaning urban,
suburban, and rural districts serving as national
models to help guide partner districts by sharing
successful practices, as well as challenges.

The program allows members to collaborate
and learn with school systems that are committed
to supporting the whole learner, ensuring anti-
marginalization, and adopting practices that
anticipate future needs in a bold effort toward a
holistic redesign of America’s schools.

“Serving as a demonstration site for ‘Learning
2025’ is an honor for Linden Public Schools,”
said Superintendent Dr. Marnie Hazelton. “We
look forward to working with other school
districts from across the country to learn more
about their strategic improvement efforts. In
addition, our staff will be able to network with
peers nationwide and share strategic ideas and
winning solutions in our collective effort to
strengthen our communities and raise student
outcomes.

“Sharing ideas with colleagues within the
network can only help us in making certain that
every child is valued and supported.”

The initiative’s end goal is systemic redesign
of the public school system by 2025. Along the
way, member school districts will receive support
in areas such as early learning, technology-
enhanced learning, and enabling students to be
co-authors in their education. Districts will
receive personalized consultation on strategic
direction and become part of a community of
learners who help each other.

“Our goal is to galvanize and synergize
thought leaders from all sectors to emerge from
the pandemic in better shape than they were
before,” said Daniel A. Domenech, executive
director of AASA. “This initiative will ensure
that educators are empowered and equipped to
meet whole learners’ needs by personalizing and
customizing instruction involving students in
designing their own learning and coordinating
resources to support all children’s overall growth
and well-being.”

The initiative is grounded in the foundational
work of the AASA Learning 2025 National
Commission, which recommended essential
principles for school system redesign, including
the creation of demonstration districts.

“This report contains a blueprint to empower
school districts to design their plans and meet the
specific needs of their learners, educators, and
communities,” said Kristi Wilson, 2020-21
president of AASA, and one of the 27 “Learning
2025” commissioners. “Every district that
commits to becoming a demonstration system
will receive a personalized consultation and
become part of a community of learners who help
each other as “critical friends’ focused on student

learning.”
As an AASA “Learning 2025 demonstration
system, Linden Public Schools will:

Receive  senior  consulting  services,
personalized engagement, and strategic planning
support.

Create a customized action plan tailored to
meet the district’s needs.

Gain a customized dashboard to track the
district’s progress and provide real data to
community stakeholders.

Take part in professional learning
opportunities, including registration to one of
AASA’s Leadership Network cohorts.

Contribute to national research, practice, and
policy.

Network, collaborate, and learn with school
systems that are committed to supporting the

whole learner, ensuring anti-marginalization, and
adopting future-driven practices.

Move the district forward with research-based
recommendations to provide all learners with a
bright future.

“This work will be guided by thought leaders
from business and industry who are ahead of the
curve in terms of implementing innovative
strategies and solutions that align to key
components of Learning 2025
recommendations,” said Malbert Smith III, CEO,
president and co-founder, MetaMetrics; creator
of the Lexile and Quantile Frameworks; and
Learning 2025 Commissioner. “The team will
assist in identifying assessments that could be
used to inform and bolster the district’s ability to
achieve its priorities and goals for maximizing
student achievement.”
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136 Central Ave

Clark, NJ 07066
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [ 855.624.6655
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Payment Plans
Hﬂ M E REM DD E L I”G Gnﬂ UF WINDCASS SHY  BASEMENTS 5395

EITCHENS §387 BATHRODMS §199
ROOEHRMG 3447 DECESPATIO: 5187
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ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS AL Blare AvEiabTol
KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS Kt pcyments s s et apuvovel
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
NJDCA 13VHO7755300

MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com[&]
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST
DEC. 18

VEW #1397

Come one, come all to our Pancake Breakfast
on Saturday, December 18, 2021 at the VFW Post
#1397, located at 20 Pennsylvania Railroad Ave.,
Linden, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Donations: Adults
$7.00 / Seniors & Children $6.00/ Ages 5 &
Under Free.

This event is open to the public, so come out
and enjoy a home cooked breakfast!

Take outs are available. Support our Veterans!

PAYLESS ROOFING
ROOFING - SIDING - REPAIRS

Roof Coatings - Flat Roofs
e Same Phone # for 20 Years ®

Call 908-486-0866

PaylessRoofingServices.com
Lic # 13VH00418100

FEATURING:
LAVISH BUFFET
PREMIUM OPEN BAR
Champagne Toast at Midnight
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Noisemakers and Hats provided

$125 per person
Advanced ticket sales only.

Reservations also being accepted
for al la carte dining.

Private Rooms Accommodate Guests
Ranging from 25-200

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK (Closed Mondays)

for ala carte dining
Gift Certificates Always Available
Call about our daily lunch & dinner specials.

(908) 862-0020
1700 W. Elizabeth Ave. Linden, NJ

www.amiciristorante.com
#njitaly

LINDEN RECREATION
DECEMBER CLASSES

Linden Recreation announces a variety of
classes and programs for all ages starting in
December. Linden residents only are eligible.
Pre-registration is required by calling 908-474-
8600 or online at linden-nj.org and click on
Community Pass. First time registrants, are
required to call during business hours to have an
account set up.

YOUTH

Ceramics: Ages 5-12.
Wednesday, December 8,
from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
at JTG Center, 330 Helen Street. The fee is $10.
Kids Paint: Ages 5-12.

Thursday, December 9, from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
at JTG Center, 330 Helen Street. The fee is $10.
Special Needs Ceramics: Ages 16 & up.
Tuesday, December 7 and December 14,
from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
at JTG Center. Contact Union County Parks &
Recreation to register.

ADULTS

Ceramics: Ages 13 & up.
Wednesday, December 15,
from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
at JTG Center, 330 Helen Street. The fee is $10.

SENIOR CITIZENS

Stroke and Alzheimer’s: Ages 50 & up.
Thursday, December 2, from 1:00-2:00 p.m.
at JTG Center, 330 Helen Street.

The class is FREE.

Grab & Go Box Lunches: Ages 60 & up.
Tuesdays & Thursdays,
from 11:30am to 12:30 p.m.
at JTG Center, 330 Helen St.
Suggested donation: $1.75.

For more information, email lindenrec@linden-
nj.org. The Parks & Recreation office is located
at 330 Helen Street. To view full class
descriptions, visit .linden-nj.org and click on
Community Pass.

DECEMBER
MOVIE SHOWINGS

The Linden Public Library is proud to end the
year with several films which will get you into
the spirit of the season with some great holiday
films; and present the 2020 Oscar winners for
Best Picture and Best International Film. All
films are presented at the library, located at 31
East Henry Street, and shown free-of-charge
courtesy of the Friends of the Linden Public
Library. All movies begin at 1:00 p.m.

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946; PG; 130 minutes)
Friday, December 3
This all-time holiday classic turns 75 this year.
First time shown at Linden Public Library
The Adventures of Robin Hood
(1938; PG; 102 minutes)

Tuesday, December 7
Remembering multiple Oscar-winner, Olivia de
Havilland, in one of her first starring roles
Unlikely Angel (1996; TV-13; 95 minutes)
Friday, December 10
Dolly Parton plays a repentant angel in this
holiday film favorite
Goldfinger (1964; PG; 110 minutes)
Tuesday, December 14
Remembering Oscar winner, Sean Connery, in
one of the best James Bond films
Nomadland (2020; R; 108 minutes)
Wednesday, December 15
This 2020 film won the Oscar for Best Picture,
Best Director and Best Actress
The Holiday (2006; PG; 136 minutes)
Friday, December 17
This trans-Atlantic romantic comedy has
become a popular Christmas movie
The Last Picture Show (1971; R; 118 minutes)
Tuesday, December 21
Remembering actress, Cloris Leachman, in her
Oscar-winning role
Elf (2003; PG; 97 minutes)
Wednesday, December 22
This comedy has become a 21st century
Christmas classic, starring Will Ferrell
Draft Day (2014; PG-14; 110 minutes)
Tuesday, December 28

Remembering Oscar nominee, Chadwick
Boseman, in this recent sports movie

{ REPERTORY BALLET

presents

Al
NUTCRACKER |

December 3,5
Unign County
Performing Arts Center

" Rahway :

December 1/-19 -

Stdte Theatre New Jersey
New Brunswick :

S - -ARBALLET.QRG

ETHAN é.T.gFEL_ ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 1 JULIE DIANA HENCH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Irene Rossmer, MD, FACS

ATLANTIC SURGICAL ONCOLOGY
AT CLARK WELCOMES CANCER
SPECIALIST DR. IRENE ROSSMER

Irene Rossmer, MD, FACS, is a fellowship trained, Board-Certified surgical oncologist skilled in the surgical treatment of
cancers of the gastrointestinal tract, liver and pancreas, skin and soft tissue, and breast. Now she's brought her extensive
expertise to Clark. After receiving her medical degree from the lcahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, she retumed to
her alma mater Columbia University and completed her surgical residency at the New York Presbyterian Coelumbia Campus.
She then went on to complete a highly competitive 2-year fellowship in surgical oncology at the University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center. Following her training, she built a robust surgical oncology practice at NYU-Long ksland, and we have
been extremely fortunate to recruit her to join our world-class surgical oncology team. The recipient of multiple awards
and honors for her clinical work and research, Dr. Rossmer is now treating cancer patients right here in our own backyard,

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED | FREE, EASY, CONVENIENT PARKING | RUSSIAN & SPANISH SPOKEN

I4 Atlantic Medical Group

Visit atlantichealth.org/ clark or scan to learn more
Atlantic Health System Clark-North Pavilion
140 Central Avenue Clark, NJ 07066 | 732-943-5024
99 Beauvior Avenue, Carol G. Simon Cancer Center 6th Floor, Summit, NJ 07901 | 908-522-6429
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SIX OUTSTANDING CITIZENS TO BE HONORED BY BOY SCOUTS

Good Scout Awards Dinner

Patriots’ Path Council, Boy Scouts of America,
will be honoring local citizens at the Linden
Good Scout Awards Dinner, held on the evening
of Wednesday, December 8, 2021 at The Grand
Banquet Hall in Linden at 6:30 p.m. The
honorees for the event are Dawn Beviano,
Rebecca

Kerins-Tattoli, Kelly, Richard Koziol, Dr.
Kevin Lukenda, Janet Miller, and Mary Phillips.
The Good Scout Awards Dinner recognizes
outstanding citizens for their positive
contributions and service to their community.

Firstly, Dawn Beviano was a Religious
Education Teacher at St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Church, has been an advocate for the children of
the city of Linden for over 12 years as a Linden
Board of Education Member, and has served as
the President of the Friends of the Linden
Library.

Secondly, Rebecca Kerins-Tattoli is the
Confidential Administrative Assistant to Mayor
Derek Armstead and Secretary to the Linden
Economic Development Corp. Her
responsibilities are running the day-to-day
operation of the Office of Mayor, community
relations, working with elected officials, the
Special Improvement District, Linden Industrial
Association, Linden Economic Development
Corp., the Linden Chamber of Commerce, and
the Gateway Chamber of Commerce. She has
also volunteered in many areas of Linden,
including, Linden Youth Soccer Association,
Linden Recreation Department, St. Elizabeth’s
CYO, Linden PAL, PTA, Mystic Vision Players,
Linden Chamber of Commerce, Linden Industrial
Association, Linden Board of Education, Linden

Cultural & Heritage Committee, Linden
Coalition of the Arts, and Linden Historical
Society.

Further, Kelly Koziol’s past and present civic
involvement and volunteerism includes, PTA,
Linden Second Ward and City Democratic Clubs,
Linden High School Graduation BASH, Linden

Mayor’s Youth Commission, Linden Cultural &
Heritage Committee, Linden Band Parents
Association, Volunteer, Friends of Linden Animal
Shelter, President, Linden Halloween Parade
Committee, and Linden Food Pantry. In addition,
Rich Koziol’s past and present civic involvement
and volunteerism includes, Boy Scout Leader,
Troop 145 of Clark, Linden P.A.L., PTA, Linden
Mayor’s Youth Commission, Linden High School
Graduation BASH, Linden Board of Education,
Linden City Council representing the 2nd Ward,
Linden Second Ward and City Democratic Clubs,
Linden Band Parents Association, Linden
Educational Support Team, Linden Cultural &
Heritage Committee, Linden Board of
Adjustment, Linden Planning Board, Linden
Society for Historic Preservation, Linden
Halloween Parade Committee, and Linden
Hometown Heroes Committee.

Another honoree, Dr. Kevin Lukenda, serves
as Chairman of Trinitas Family Medicine
Department. He is the school physician for
Rahway High School and Metuchen High
School. He further serves as Medical Director at
Delaire Nursing Home, Riverton Nursing Home,
Care Connection in Rahway, and Saint Joseph’s
Nursing Home in Woodbridge, New Jersey. Dr.
Lukenda serves the residents at the Linden
Housing Authority in Linden, NJ. He is a member
of the Knights of Columbus as well as the Free
and Accepted Masons. He is also an active
member of the Colts Neck Athletic Association.

Additionally, Janet Miller is the Executive
Sales Representative for Cox Printers. Janet has
been Chairperson of the Linden Chamber of
Commerce for over 12 years and a member of the
Gateway Regional Chamber of Commerce for 16
years. Her passion to support the local business
is reflected by the many events she organizes, as
well as the fact that she is the driving force
behind the Scholarship Committee to ensure 4 to
5 graduating high school seniors receive
scholarships every year. She was also recently
appointed to the Gateway Regional Board of

Directors. In addition, Janet has been a member
of the Linden Industrial Association since 2016
as well as an active member in various Union
County organizations.

Finally, Mary Phillips is the Community
Relations Coordinator for Phillips 66 Bayway
Refinery. Her responsibilities include managing
the local charitable contributions budget,
coordinating donations, and planning numerous
community outreach programs/events for the
largest oil refineries on the East Coast. Mary is a
member of the Planning/Steering Committees for
Trinitas Regional Medical Center Foundation
Gala, RWJU Hospital Rahway Foundation Rose
Ball, Tribute to Women & Industry (TWIN),
TWIN Awards benefiting the YCWA UC,
Kiwanis Club of Linden, Linden Industrial
Association, Linden Chamber of Commerce, and
an Advisory Board Member for Josephine’s Place
for six years.

The Boy Scouts of America is proud to be able
to honor these integral leaders in the Linden
community, for embodying the very core of our
values, derived from the Scout Oath and Law, in
their professional and personal lives. The Chair
and Master of Ceremonies for the event is June
Lazaro, Financial Representative of Primerica,
and a 2019 Linden Good Scout Award Recipient.
The Linden Good Scout Awards Dinner will raise
funds to benefit scouting in the Linden area and
across the Patriots’ Path Council.

Linden is located within the Munsee Scouting
District. The Munsee District is a part of the
Patriots’ Path Council, Boy Scouts of America,
which serves over 11,000 youth and adults in
over 300 scouting units throughout the
communities of Morris, Middlesex, Somerset,
Sussex, and Union Counties.

For more information on scouting, the Good
Scout Awards Dinner, and future events, contact
Jennifer Volz, Sr. Development Director, at

973-765-9322, ext.249,

or Jennifer.volz@scouting.org,

or visit ppcbsa.org/special-events.

(above, I-r) Dawn Beviano, Kelly & Richard Koziol, Janet Miller, Mary Phillips, Rebecca Kerins-Tattoli
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TOTAL MARRETING SOLUTHINS

ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND.

1634 East Elizabeth Avenue, Linden, M) 07036

@) PRIMERICA

TURN SPARE TIME INTO EXTRA CASH

Just a few hours a week could make all the difference.

Build an exciting new career with Primerica.
Part — time opportunities available.
Call June Lazaro Financial Representative
Office 732 845-0006 Cell 908 930-8310

CLEANING SERVICE

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

CINAS
¢
~

e Basic & Deep Cleaning e Dusting
e Mop/Sweep/Vacuum e Bathrooms

¢ Change Linens ¢ Dishes
‘ I ¢ Basehoards * Much More!!!
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

908-267-8280
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The &iving Iree

Please help St. Joseph’s Social Service Center
make the holidays special. We have over 400
households registered for our Giving Tree
program and would appreciate your support to
make this happen!

The easiest way to help is to donate $25 gift
cards (preferably Visa, American Express, or
Walmart), supermarket gift cards of any amount
(preferably Shoprite or Stop and Shop), or make
a financial donation by visiting:
www.sjeliz.org/donate - please mention Giving
Tree in the "note" section. To make a donation by
mail: Send your gift card or check to:[/[] St.
Joseph Social Service Center, 118 Division St.,
Elizabeth, NJ 07201-2736.

Since 1983, St. Joseph's has served the
materially poor and homeless community of
greater Elizabeth, New Jersey, by providing basic
human needs such as food, clothing and
medications, as well as a wide range of services
and programs to help them acquire the material
goods and social services they need to live with
integrity. St. Joseph's is an independent, nonprofit
501(c)3 organization. To view our Form 990,
visit www.sjeliz.org/about-us.html.

BAND SEEKS
NEW MEMBERS

The Township of Union Municipal Band is
back and is seeking new members to join the
band! “Musicians of all ages are welcome,” says
director Howard Toplansky. “If you are a high
school musician looking for extra practice or a
retired professional who wants to get back into
music, the municipal band is a perfect fit.” The
band is looking for new members who play any
instrument. Out of towners are welcome.

The Township of Union Municipal Band
rehearses on Monday evenings at Hannah
Caldwell School. The band performs ten concerts
throughout the year, including special concerts at
Ehrhart Gardens and Putnam Manor.

Mr. Toplansky believes the municipal band
contributes to the culture of the township, sharing
that “the municipal band is one of Union’s oldest
traditions and is a great way to introduce
members of the community to time-honored
musical styles and compositions.”

Musicians who are interested in joining the
band should contact the Township of Union
Recreation Department at 908-686-4200.

WOOD FLOORS
Sand « Stain « Refinish  Repairs « Installation
CARPET & RUGS
Clean « Stretch « Sanitize « Repairs « Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-913-4650

Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
1 00/0 Disco““ On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot

be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/21
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STUDENTS GET A PERSONALIZED LOOK AT VETERANS DAY

Linden Public Schools

Linden High School students got uniquely
personalized lessons for Veterans Day when two
of their teachers held sessions discussing their
time in the military with students around the
school.

Social studies teachers Derrick Potts and Gary
Mazurek talked to their classes in person while
other social studies classes logged in to watch and
listen through videoconference. They shared
stories about their time in the Army, discussed
why they joined the military, and answered
student questions that ranged from “What was the
food like?” to “Would you do it over again if
given the chance?”

“Mr. Potts and I were incredibly humbled, and
thankful, and very flattered that we were asked
to talk about and answer some questions about
our experiences serving in the military,” Mazurek
said.

Mazurek told students he enlisted in the Army
infantry in 1991, going to Fort Benning, Ga., for
infantry training school. He then served three
years in Berlin before he was discharged in 1994
and headed to college.

He turned the bulk of the session over to Potts,
whom he said “did far more remarkable and
courageous things than I did.”

Potts told students that he served in the Army
National Guard while working as a teacher at
LHS. He trained for years to work with field
artillery.

“When 9/11 hit, that was the turning point for
everything,” he said. “Then when the Iraq War
started in 2003 everything started to change.”

He was sent to Iraq in 2004, where he got the
chance to combine his work as a soldier with his
calling as a teacher.

“I was the only teacher in my unit, and they
asked if anyone was a teacher,” Potts said. “So I
raised my hand and this colonel says, ‘Have I got
a job for you.’ It turned out it was one of the
coolest things I’ve ever done.”

Potts was put in charge of a school where they
educated Iraqi civilians who had been arrested to
give them skills to find work and to understand

JACOBSON

APPLIANCES
* Financing Available = FREE DELIVERY
. i i Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;
SpeC|aI Discounts Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm;
* 50% off Sales Tax

Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed
All Major Credit Cards Accepted 8 [
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth
908-354-8533 ¢ 908-352-2232

www.jacobsonappliances.com

____________________________________________

: $25 OFF FOR LINDEN ;
i RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES :

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 12/31/21.

____________________________________________

the new Iraqi government.

“It was our job to educate these people the best
that we could,” Potts said. “It was really
successful.

“I had trained for 20 years to fight with guns,
and I ended up fighting a war with education.”

Both Potts and Mazurek said that they entered
the service looking for the direction and
discipline that they needed when they were
younger. When a student asked them if they
would do it all over again, they gave very
nuanced answers.

“I support the troops,” Mazuek said. “They’re
all like me, working-class kids who were looking
for an alternative coming out of high school. But
when I think about war, I want my nation to be a
nation that looks to war as the very last
alternative. Just like we do in the classroom: We
don’t want our students fighting in the classroom.
We want our students to talk out our differences
and hopefully come to some sort of resolution.”

Potts told students the military experience is

whatever you make of it.

“If you have an idea that it’s going to be awful,
then it’s going to be awful,” he said. “If you want
to go in and learn and see different things, it’s a
great, great experience. I made a lot of friends
and had great experiences. Did I see bad stuff?
Absolutely.

“But I would do it over again in a heartbeat.”

(above) Social studies teacher Gary Mazurek
talking about his time in the military during a
videoconference session with students.

(above) Linden High School social studies teacher Derrick Potts, front left, showed photos during
his Veterans Day videoconference with students at LHS. This one shows his unit with men who
were featured in the HBO miniseries “Band of Brothers,” whom he met while
stationed in Germany.

UGLY HOMES WANTED

FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM
IN THIS AREA

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Qutside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced,
with compensation going back to the homeowner
for a signed release.

Serious Inquiries Please!

CALL 1-800-281-1582

Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation
and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC

Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104

Wkl SAM’S LAl
LANDSCAPING

COMPLETE PROPERTY
HHIHTEHHHGE
HARDSCAPING

908-49441-7302

SAMSLANDSCAPING.COM
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ELF THE MUSICAL JR. TO SUPPORT PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Community Access Unlimited

A triumphant musical returning this December
promises holiday cheer, a lot of laughs, and
possibly too much sugar.

Tickets for EIf the Musical Jr. are now
available for showings on December 10, 11, and
12th. All shows are streaming virtually at 7:00
p.m. for audiences to enjoy at home. Tickets are
$10 and can be purchased on line at:
www.showtix4u.com/event-details/57483

The CAU Community Players are an inclusive
group of performers with and without disabilities
who collaborate to stage incredible musical
performances, including past productions of
Hairspray and Aladdin. Community Access
Unlimited (CAU) is a Union County-based,
statewide nonprofit that works to integrate people
with disabilities and youth at-risk into the
community through comprehensive ways.

The cast of the show is thrilled to return to the
stage after months of virtual rehearsals and
preparation. Performers used clear masks to
interact safely while allowing the audience to
enjoy their expressions.

“The point of the show is to fill everyone with
Christmas spirit,” said Tyler O’Neill, who plays
Buddy. “I’m discovering a side I never thought I
had and a lot of joy. And like Buddy, I too enjoy
a good hug every now and again.”

Adam Fleissner, who plays Buddy’s
cantankerous father, Walter, said he is excited for
everyone’s hard work to pay off in the final
production after a hiatus last year, due to the
pandemic.

“It’s the first time doing a CAU play since the
shutdown and I just love seeing everyone again,”
said Fleissner.

Proceeds from the play support CAU’s
comprehensive services for people with
disabilities and youth at-risk, which include
housing, education, employment, support
coordination, and life skills training.

This adaptation of the hilarious, hit film is sure
to warm hearts as we prepare for the holiday .

“I want people to get tickets so they can laugh
hard,” said cast member Ernie Smalls.

Mr. f Yandyman

Home Improvement Professionals

- NO JOB TOO SMALL -
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE -
- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

908-251-9441

Mrhandyman.com

License number: 13VH09897400

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

ABOUT COMMUNITY ACCESS UNLIMITED:
Community Access Unlimited (CAU), who is
celebrating 42 years in 2021, supports people
with special needs in achieving real lives in the
community. CAU provides support and gives
voices to adults and the youth who traditionally
have little support and no voice in society. CAU
helps people with housing, life skills,

employment, money management, socialization,

and civic activities. CAU also supports
opportunities for advocacy through training in
assertiveness, decision-making and civil rights.
CAU currently serves more than 3,000
individuals and families, with the number
growing each year. For more information about
CAU and its services, contact us by phone at
908-354-3040, online at caunj.org, or by mail at
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ, 07202.

(above, I-r) Zoe Rivera and Tyler O’Neill perform as Jovie and Buddy in Elf the Musical Jr.
with other CAU Community Players.
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OIL TANK EXPERTS

We are your professional environmental
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

TANK SWEEPS $50 OFF

OIL TANK REMOVAL
FLAT RATE $1,895

T Call: 908.964.2717
www.OilTankSolutions.com
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

Providing Energy.
Improving Lives.
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SCOUT EXECUTIVE SPEAKS TO ROTARY CLUB

Submitted by Dr. D. Michael Hart

Marc Andreo, the Scout Executive and CEO
of the Patriot’s Path Council, Boy Scouts of
America spoke to the Rotary Club of Westfield
on Tuesday, September 21, 2021. His topic was
to update the club on the state of the local
Scouting. The pandemic has decreased the
scouting program somewhat, but it is still going
strong, and they are planning to rebuild it to
where it was before the shutdown.

Paul Harris, the man who started Rotary
International in 1905, was great friends with
James E. West who started the Boy Scouts of
America in 1910. Paul gave advice on how to
spread the program throughout the US, mirroring
the way Rotary clubs were spreading. Both
organizations have a lot of similarities, including
an ethical code, teaching leadership skills, being
community based and service oriented. Rotary
clubs currently charter 1,000 scout units across
the US.

The Patriot’s Path Council, BSA consists of 5
counties in northern New Jersey with more than
10,000 scouts and 4,000 adult volunteers. They
are in the counties of Sussex, Morris, Somerset,
Union and northern Middlesex. The headquarters
in Cedar Knolls has only 25 full-time staff. There
are two scout shops one in Cedar Knolls, and one
in Mountainside.

The Council offers three Day Camps: at
Watchung Reservation; Johnson Park, New
Brunswick; and Camp Wheeler at Mt. Allamuchy
Scout Reservation. The Council offers four
overnight camping opportunities: Winnebago

Scout Reservation in Rockaway, NJ; Mt.
Allamuchy in Byram Township; Sabattis
Adventure Camp in Long Lake NY, and the four
national high adventure bases: The Summit in
West Virginia; Northern Tier in Minnesota, Sea
Base in the Florida Keys, and Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico.

Recent changes to the Scouts include
welcoming girls to the Cub Scout and the legacy
Boy Scout programs three years ago. The purpose
was to include entire families in the activities. To
accommodate this change, the “Boy Scout”
program for ages 5th grade through age 18 was
renamed the “Scouts BSA”. The name of the
parent organization remains the Boy Scouts of
America. The Cub Scout program is for children
from K through 5th grade; Scouts BSA is for
children 5th grade through age 18. Other
programs have been coed for many decades,
including Explorers - who explore career
opportunities, Venture Crews - who go on high
adventure trips, Sea Scouts who learn mariner
skills, and a relatively new program - STEM- in
which students explore science related careers.
These last four programs welcome boys and girls
from ages 14 to 21.
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Cub Scout Dens may be all boy and all girl, or
coed. Scouts BSA Troops are either all girl or all
boy. This year there are 250,000 young women
in the scouts, and 1,000 girls were the first
graduating class of female Eagle Scouts. Only
4% of all scouts ever achieve the rank of Eagle,
making it a mark of distinction.

The residents of Westfield are enthusiastic
supporters of Scouting. There are 12 units: 7 Cub
Scout Packs and 5 Scout Troops, with nearly 500
youth, which is double the national average. Last
year the Patriots’ Path Council recognized 315
Eagle Scouts and Scouts collectively earned more
than 6,200 merit badges. The Rotary Club of
Westfield has been a long time supporter of the
Scouts. Several members are Eagle Scouts, and
many of the children of Rotarians are in the
Scouting program, and a number have earned the
rank of Eagle. The club likes to support Eagle
Service projects financially.

Scout Executive Marc Andreo asked the
Rotarians to help spread the word about local
Scouting. With units and camps open again, they
are seeking more youth to join the local
programs. Please visit beascout.org to locate a
unit near you!

(HEATING
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Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

& COOLING
i

549 Lexington Avenue ¢ Cranford

908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 : ANY SERVICE CALL
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM i

Are you ready for Winter.'

ChecR your heating unit now!
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend
the life of your unit.

FREE

_[SAVE THIS COUPON |-

ESTIMATES OBLIGATION Available
We are a full service installation and maintenance company.
e HEATING OIL SUPPLIER
e WILLIAMSON BOILERS E Williamson

e RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
* NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE e

Hi-efficiency heating equipment
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates.
NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!

Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

NO 0% Financing
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1+ May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.

$25 OFF |

With Coupon — No Expiration

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE

_______________________________________________

$300 OFF |
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR 21ST ANNUAL PIPES OF CHRISTMAS

The Pipes of Christmas will celebrate its 23rd
season with performances in New Jersey and
New York this December. The holiday favorite
opens on Saturday, December 18 at Madison
Avenue Presbyterian Church, located at 921
Madison Avenue (at 73rd Street) in New York
City for a 2PM performance. The concert moves
across the Hudson River on Sunday, December
19 to Central Presbyterian Church located at 70
Maple Street in Summit, NJ with performances
at 2PM.

For those weary of the ceaseless stream of
secular seasonal music from department stores
to TV, the Pipes of Christmas offers a spiritual
and traditional take on the season that connects

of
- CHRISTMAS

New York City
Saturday, December 18
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church at 2 PM.

Summit, New Jersey
Sunday, December 19
Central Presbyterian Church at 2 PM.

For additional info, contact: pipesofchristmas@gmail.com
Clan Currie Society Facebook page: /ClanCurrieSociety
Concert Facebook page: /ThePipesofChristmas

PRINTING COMPANY
IS HIRING!!

Assorted Opportunities!

Tell A Friend!

Minimum Wage: *$20/Hr.
(+ Benefits)

coxprinters.com/careers

Or Scan Me 2 [w]
To Learn More!

P>

concertgoers to the holiday in a fresh,
meaningful way. The show features tunes such
as, Highland Cathedral, Joy to the World, and
Amazing Grace, all performed live on pipes and
drums, harp and fiddle, and organ and brass and
more. Not only does the performance define
Christmas cheer, but also it inspires those of
Celtic descent to retrace and reconnect to their
ancestry.

The concert presents the music of Christmas
accompanied by readings taken from the Celtic
literature of Scotland, Ireland, and Wales.
Featured performers include singer Margaret
Kelly from Aberdeen, Scotland, James
Robinson from the film ‘“Braveheart,” New
England fiddle champion Paul Woodiel,
champion harpist Rachel Clemente, and the Pipe
Major Kevin Ray Blandford Memorial Pipe
Band from Redlands, CA among many more.
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW

Tickets may be purchased online exclusively
through ShowTix4U. (Be certain to select “The
Learned Kindred of Currie” as the organization
name.)

LEARNED KINDRED’S ONLY FUNDRAISER

This annual concert is the Learned Kindred’s
only fundraiser, generating their operating
budget for the year ahead. Losing the concert
income is financially devastating to outreach

WIRED RITE
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK
* FIXTURES - OUTLETS - PANEL CHANGE
| + SECURITY - HIGHHATS - CEILING FANS

programmes which support young people in
education in Scotland, Canada and the United
States through scholarships and sponsorships.

Proceeds from the concert support an
extensive music scholarship program, which
includes the Carol Hassert Memorial Fine Arts
Scholarship at Summit (NJ) High School as well
as annual gifts to the National Piping Centre, the
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland (both located
in Glasgow, Scotland), Sabhal Mor Ostaig, the
Royal National Mor and the Gaelic College in
Nova Scotia, among others.

ABOUT THE PIPES OF CHRISTMAS

Since making its debut in 1999, The Pipes of
Christmas has played to standing room only
audiences. Now a cherished holiday event, the
concert provides audiences with a stirring and
reverent celebration of the Christmas season and
the Celtic spirit. Audience-goers return year
after year to experience the program, many
reporting that the Pipes of Christmas has
become part of their family’s annual Christmas
tradition.

The concert has been lavished with critical
acclaim. In his review for Classical New Jersey
Magazine, Paul Somers wrote, “The whole
evening was constructed to introduce gem after
gem and still have a finale which raised the roof.
In short, it was like a well constructed fireworks
show on the Glorious Fourth. The Westfield
Leader described the concert as “a unique sound
of power and glory nowhere else to be found.”

The Pipes of Christmas Virtual Concert,
produced by The Clan Currie Society / The
Learned Kindred of Currie, has been nominated
for an award in the prestigious MG ALBA Scots
Trad Music Awards (Na Trads) 2021.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Robert (Bob) Currie (United States)
currierobert82@gmail.com, (908) 858-6357

Neil Gunn (Scotland) neil@ngwriting.com,
07493 509991

Clan Currie Society Facebook page:

facebook.com/ClanCurrieSociety

Concert Facebook page:

facebook.com/ThePipesofChristmas

f ) _
1 Senior 24 Hour Free |
Citizen Emergency Service <.\, Estimates

Discount

201-600-3530




LiFE in LINDEN - Page 15 ¢ December 2021

MEMORY OF COUNTY RESIDENT HONORED DURING CELEBRATION OF LIFE

NJ Sharing Network

On September 12, thousands of walkers,
runners and volunteers participated in NJ Sharing
Network’s 5K Celebration of Life Walk and
USATF Certified Race at the organization’s
headquarters in New Providence, NJ. The event,
which was presented by Hackensack Meridian
Health and Pfizer and supported by dozens of
other generous sponsors, honored those who gave
the gift of organ and tissue, paid tribute to those
who have received a transplant, offered hope to
those currently waiting for a transplant and
remembered the lives lost while waiting for the
gift of life.

Family members and friends of the late Caitlin
Nelson, 20, of Clark, NJ, gathered together to
form the “Caitlin Gives” 5K team to honor her

memory and show their support for NJ Sharing
Network’s life-saving mission. Caitlin, who
tragically passed away in 2017, was an organ and
tissue donor who saved and enhanced the lives of
many others. Caitlin was a social work student
hoping to be a pediatric oncology social worker
and she was also a huge proponent of organ
donation. At one time prior to her tragic accident,
Caitlin told her mother to donate her organs if
anything ever happened to her because she said
someone could use them. Members of “Caitlin
Gives” offered the following message during the
5K Celebration of Life:

Caitlin was a selfless, loving, amazing, warm-
hearted girl who was one month shy of
celebrating her 21st birthday when she tragically
passed away. Her passion for life and devotion to

(above) Family members and friends of the late Caitlin Nelson, 20, of Clark, NJ, gathered
together to form the “Caitlin Gives” 5K team to honor her memory and show their support for
NJ Sharing Network's life-saving mission

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
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SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
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AElghbod, damminity,
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' Infinsum interraticeal Lid. 25509
WikA wwes P com

Performance you can rely on,

helping others was remarkable.

Caitlin's brilliant smile had this way of lighting
up a room. She had an incredible, dazzling charm
and a sweet, warm personality. She was a fervent
supporter of organ donation and strongly
encouraged her family and friends to sign up to
become organ donors. Caitlin gave the gift of life
by donating her heart, lungs, kidneys, pancreas,
and liver. She also donated over 200 bone and
tissue grafts. Her gifts have already helped 50
people.

Our angel baby accomplished so much and
touched so many lives in her 20 years. As a
daughter, sister, girlfriend, cousin, friend, and
niece, Caitlin will be missed terribly but will live
on in our minds and hearts.

ABOUT NJ SHARING NETWORK

Dedicated to saving lives through organ and
tissue donation, NJ Sharing Network is the non-
profit organization responsible for the recovery
and placement of donated organs and tissue for
the nearly 4,000 New Jersey residents waiting for
a life-saving transplant. With headquarters in
New Providence, NJ, the organization, selected
by NJBIZ as one of the state’s “Best Places to
Work” for the fourth consecutive year, is also part
of the national recovery system, serving the
110,000 people on the national waiting list.

To learn more, get involved and register as an
organ and tissue donor, visit

www.NJSharingNetwork.org.

(above) Caitlin Nelson gave the gift of life by
donating her heart, lungs, kidneys, pancreas,
and liver. She also donated over 200 bone and
tissue grafts. Her gifts have already helped 50

people.
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GRIEF SUPPORT
FACILITATORS NEEDED

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
need for children’s grief support programs has
never been greater. Imagine, A Center for Coping
with Loss, a non-profit organization based in
Mountainside and Newark, exists to support
children in New Jersey who have experienced the
death of a parent, sibling, or close family
member. Imagine offers free peer support groups
for children ages 3-18, young adults 19-30, and
the parents and guardians of the children in the
program. Groups for Spanish-speaking bereaved
adults are also available. Currently, all groups are
being held virtually, however, there are plans to
transition some groups to in-person as soon as it
feels safe to do so.

Imagine’s support groups are only possible
because of our amazing team of volunteers who
facilitate the groups. Imagine currently has a wait
list of families looking to join our support groups.
We are unable to offer them support at this time
because we do not have enough volunteers to begin
another Night of Support. We need your help!

Imagine’s volunteer facilitators come from all
walks of life and no special background is
required, other than, a willingness to listen, a
heart inclined to serve, and the ability to be with
children and adults in grief without trying to fix,
solve, or give advice. No prior experience is
necessary, but volunteers must be 18 years or
older. Bilingual (Spanish-speaking) volunteers
are needed as well. Volunteers serve as
companions and caring listeners for those who
are grieving to help create a safe space where
participants can share tears and embrace the joys
of life.

10-12th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. For
information on joining Imagine’s team of
volunteers, please contact Imagine’s Program
Manager, Veronica Ortiz, by emailing
veronica@imaginenj.org, or by calling 908-264-
3100. Please help us address the growing need
for children’s grief support and ensure that no
grieving child is required to wait to receive the
support they need.

PARK DINER &

PANCAKE HOUSE
BREAKFAST « LUNCH  DINNER

Featuring our extended
breakfast menu
with a large selection of
signature pancakes
and colossoal omeletes.

Open December 25th
and January 1st. ]
DINE IN
Mon - Sat: 8 am-10 pm, Sun: 8 am-8 pm

PICKUP SERVICE
Mon-Sat: 8 am - 9:45 pm, Sun: 8 am-7:45 pm

DELIVERY SERVICE
Mon-Sat: 8 am-9:45 pm, Sun: 8:30 am-7:45 pm

1932 St. Georges Ave,
Linden NJ ¢ 908-925-2777

ORDER ONLINE

Scan QR or go to

orderparkdiner.com

10% OFF
1ST ONLINE ORDER

PLAN A TRIP TO THE RAPTOR TRUST - IT’S FREE

The Raptor Trust is a 501(C)3 organization
that provides free medical care to thousands of
Injured and orphaned wild birds each year.
Located at 1390 White Bridge Road, Millington,
NJ, The Raptor Trust's outdoor aviary trail is
open to the public Tuesday through Sunday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There is no charge and no
reservation necessary for general admission at

this time,
appreciated.

The Raptor Trust is also offering private
guided tours, virtual programs, and outdoor field
trips this fall. You can email
education@theraptortrust.org with any booking
questions or find more information on our
website at TheRaptorTrust.org.

though donations are always

FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP — DEC. 21

Are you feeling stressed and alone in trying to
cope with the effects of a loved one’s mental
illness? NAMI Union County’s Family Support
Group is for family members and caregivers of
people with mental illnesses. The group is led by
NAMI-trained facilitators and is a peer support
group that allows participants to gain insight from
others facing the same challenges.

Free Zoom sessions are held on the 3rd

Tuesday of every month from 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
To register, email Denise at:
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com with your name,
town, and phone number.

NAMI Union County

o e w  e—

776
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Pages

Thousands
of Photos

Hundreds
of Recipes

Great gift
to leave to
the next
generation

The Peterstown BooR

A RECORD OF ITALIAN-AMERICAN CULTURE
Makes a great gift!

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

Only S25! 5175 tax

FREE SHIPPING
ORDER BY PHONE! OR ONLINE
By phone 908-447-1295

On line at PeterstownNJ.com
- Mail Check and form to:

R Medi

enna Media

202 Walnut Ave.,
Cranford, NJ 07016 sz

- Email inquiries to: oy Pl

joerenna@rennamedia.com
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HANUKAH: A CELEBRATION OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

By Rabbi Paul David Kerbel Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim, Cranford

Hanukah is one of the Jewish religion’s most
popular holidays. No doubt, part of Hanukah’s
popularity derives from its proximity to
Christmas and the bundling of a variety of
religious, ethnic and cultural holidays that occur
at this time of year creating a festive holiday
season.

You might be surprised to know however, that
unlike Christmas, Hanukah is not one of
Judaism’s major holidays. That billing goes to
Rosh HaShanah (the Jewish New Year) and Yom
Kippur (the Day of Fasting and Atonement) and
the Pilgrimage Festivals of Passover, Sukkot and
Shavuot that are explained and discussed in The
Book of Leviticus (Chapter 23).

But Hanukah is important for many reasons.
In the first place, next to the Passover Seder,
more Jews celebrate Hanukah than any other
Jewish ritual or holiday observance. We celebrate
two miracles on Hanukah: the military victory of
a small, outmanned Jewish army winning out
over a superior Syrian-Greek King Antiochus

Epiphanes, who forbade the Jewish people to
study their scriptures, keep their calendar,
observe their holidays or offer sacrifices in the
Temple. The King wanted the Jews to sacrifice to
the Greek Gods and study the best of Greek
culture. King Antiochus was jealous of the God
of Israel and sought to eradicate distinctive
Jewish practices and culture.

The second miracle of Hanukah is the story in
Rabbinic tradition, that when the revolt ended
and the Jewish people sought to rededicate and
purify the Holy Temple in Jerusalem that had
been defiled by the decree of King Antiochus by
lighting the Menorah, the religious candelabrum
that served as a major symbol of religious Jewish
life in the Temple, that there was only enough
purified olive oil to last for one day, but the lamp
remained burning for eight days!

But I also think the story of Hanukah teaches
and shares important lessons for our friends and
neighbors of other faiths about religious faith and
belief. To me, Hanukah represents the first

MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.

11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 601b gloss coated stock /

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND

Tri-fold add $10 per thousand

Full Golor Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed
to Every Home and Business in Town!

For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand.

Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab)
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60Ib gloss coated stock /

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com
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* GET UNLIMITED CLICKS
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs

* FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING
Advertising webpage includes many features
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc.

Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter.
* PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS

* TRACKABLE RESULTS
All ads include a live view counter.

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

* POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA

Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location.

PER POST
Block of 20 for $200
Single poay is $20

* SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why.
* ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES

« INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS

* NO OBLIGATION

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS
AND REGOMMENDATION PLAN

Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs.
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website

This service is recommended even if you have an existing
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

ONE TIME

FLAT FEE
$250

Call for a consultation
if you do not have a website
or if need a new one.
Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

* STARTER WEBSITE: $500
Basic static site that can be developed further

« WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400

* WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR

WEBSITE / SEO0 SERVIGES 7)™

Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design

Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates

* SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing

Call for free a consultation if you need
help developing an online marketing plan.

WEBSITE

$500

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com
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victory in human history of religious freedom. In
a certain sense, Hanukah is a universal holiday of
religious freedom. If the Jewish people had lost
this physical and spiritual war in 164 BCE
(before the common era) and 164 years before the
birth of Jesus, Judaism would have died out and
since Christianity and Islam emanate out of and
are connected to Judaism, there would not be
today any adherents of these great faiths.
Judaism, Christianity and Islam exist today
because of the religious faith of these defenders
of Judaism to stand up for their beliefs and rights.

Hanukah also teaches religious tolerance and
the celebration of pluralism. Hanukah reinforces
the rights of a minority to stand up for its beliefs
while living in a larger secular or religious culture
of other religious faiths. Our country was built on
the idea of freedom of religion and the freedom
to live by and practice the customs, rituals and
commandments of our respective religions.
Hanukah teaches me that sometimes miracles
happen in the quiet constancy of our everyday
practice of our respective customs, prayers and
traditions and our interaction and bonds of
friendship and community responsibility with our
neighbors of all religions and ethnic groups.

The most enduring symbol of both Hanukah
and Christmas is the celebration of light. We light
a Menorah to symbolize the miracles of our
survival and the dedication of our people - for
over four-thousand years even in the midst of
persecution or the attempt to suppress our faith
and practice — to practice our customs and
traditions with hope and confidence in the future
as a monotheistic ethical religion and culture.

For our Christian friends, the lights of the
Christmas season represent essential religious
beliefs including joy, peace, kindness and service
to our fellow human beings. Even with the
challenges the Covid-19 pandemic has caused,
among the most difficult in our lifetimes, may the
lights of our respective traditions strengthen our
commitment to our respective faiths and our
obligation and opportunity to make a difference
in our community and in the world at large. As
one great rabbi wrote: “It is better to light one
candle than to curse the darkness.” Wishing all of
us a meaningful holiday season!

Rabbi Paul David Kerbel is the rabbi of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim in Cranford. He
is active in the Cranford Clergy Association, the
Union County Board of Rabbis, the Rabbinic
Roundtable of the Jewish Federation of
MetroWest, NJ and on the New Jersey Advisory
Board of The Anti-Defamation League.
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Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 135,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
21 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL GOLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$35 per thousand.

DIREGT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 * tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 + joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on marketing and business plans.

Online at RennaMedia.com

and NJLocalinfo.com

Advertise
in 1 or all
21 towmns
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December
12/07 - “Pearl Harbor Day”

12/21 - “Winter Begins”
12/25 - “Merry Christmas”

Remember
Our Dedicated Heroes In Hawaii

Santa Claus Is Comxng To Town!

Better To Give

Than To Receive
: We Were

Good All Year

Chmstmas Business
Get Gifts Of Sales — Wrap Up Inquiries

Epicor / Mercer
1414 / 1410 East Linden Avenue
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METRO

2 LINDEN
ORDER ONLINE AT

www.metroliquors.com

908-925-1770
PICK-UP CURBSIDE

OR DELIVERY

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036
email: metroliquors@gmail.com

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm

- WItty's

—
Eo = e

Fine Wine and Liquors

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.wittyswine.com
732-381-6776

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

870 ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines

WHISKY
Ballantine ................cccoooevvneveinnnnn. 1.75L oo $28.97
Buchanan's 12yrsold ...................... 750ml......oeerrinnn. $28.99
Buchanan's 12yrsold ...................... 175L oo $55.99
Bushmill's Irish ..............c..cccoco....... L75L oo $42.99
ChivasRegal........................o.o........ 750 Ml $29.99
ChivasRegal.....................cococo.o...... 175 o $58.99
Chivas Regal 18 yrsold .................. 750 Ml..ovcverrrnaen, $72.99
Crown Royal ................coovvirnnne. 750ml....ciiiiiin. $28.99
Crown Royal ................cooovvvrrnnnn. 175 oo, $49.99
Dewars12yrsold............................ 750ml....c.ceviiiiinn. $25.99
Dewars 12yrsold.......................... 175L oo $45.99
Dewars White Label ........................ UATUR' 1) I $19.99
Dewars White Label ........................ 1.75L oo $32.99
Gentleman Jack................c.............. 750ml......oeeeerienne. $29.99
Gentleman Jack................c.............. 175L o $52.99
Glenmorangie 10yrsold................. 750ml
Glenlivet12yrsold ......................... 750 ml
Glenlivet12yrsold ......................... 1.75L
Grants

Grants
Jim Beam Whisky...............c........... 175L o $29.99
Johhnie Walker Blue. ....................... 750ml.....ccvnnnn. $187.99
Johhnie Walker Blue ....................... 1750 oo $399.99
Johnnie Walker Black...................... 750ml......cciinnne. $28.99
Johnnie Walker Black...................... | D) D $57.99
Johnnie Walker Double Black ......... 750ml.......ccevienenen. $34.99
Johnnie WalkerRed ..................... 750ml....c.ciriiiiin. $19.99
Johnnie WalkerRed ....................... 175 oo, $32.09
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask)...750ml...................... $59.99
Makers Mark................ccocovvvvnnnne. 750ml.....cveeeinne. $27.99
Makers Mark.................ccocoevvvnnnnne. 1.75L oo, $52.99
GIN
Beefeater.................cocoooevvviinnnn. 175 oo, $35.99
Bombay Saphire .............................. 175 oo, $36.99
Seagram's gin ................ccocoevenennn. 175L oo $19.99
Tanqueray ............cccooeveeeveveveennnnn. 750ml ..o $21.99
Tanqueray ............cccooevevvevevevennnnn. 1.75L e $36.99
COGNAC & BRANDY
Courvoisier V.S. ...................cococo.... 750ml....c.ciriiiiin. $31.99
Courvoisier .S. ............c.cococoevenne. 175 oo, $53.99
Remy Martin V.S.0.P. .................. 750ml....ceeeenenn. $48.99
Remy Martin V.S.0.P. .................. 1.75L oo $99.99
CORDIALS
Bailey's Irish Cream......................... 175 oo, $47.99
Duggan’s Irish Cream....................... 175L oo $28.99
Kahlua............c.cocooovvveiicee 1.75L oo $37.99
Krupnik.............cooooie
Licor 43
Licord3..........coooovonee 1.75L

WINE
Absolut (regular) Bartenura Moscato .................ccccocoeeee.
Absolut (regular)........ccccoeeeeurecunnnes 1.75L Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ...........ccccccoooeeee.
Belvedere Vodka Beringer White Zinfandel .
Belvedere Vodka................oo . 1.75L Beringer White Zinfandel...........cccccou....... ] D $9.49
Ciroc (all types) Black Box (AILTYPES) eevvenrenrereieieereenee
Cir0C (all types) .........ccccoocoeccerrerrcns 1.75L Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon....
Finlandia.......... Casal Garcia Vinho Verde -
Finlandia............ Cavit (AL TYPes) .....cocuvvereeeereereecncncncnn. L5L e, $14.99
Grev Goose Clos du Bois Chardonnay $1999
Grey Goose Dom Perignon..............ccocoovvvvvinnnnnnnee. $189.99
Ketel One ... Dreaming Tree (All Types).....coccovvrrurennee 750ml............. $12.99
Ketel One.............. Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio
LuKSUSOWA ..........c.ooovvvvvverrrrrrennnn. 1.75L i Adagio Pinot GHgio ................ccooevvrrrveennnn. 1.5L .
Pinnacle (all types).......................... 750l $11.99  Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry............. 750ml ............ $10.99
Pinnacle (80 proof) ..............ccccc..... 175L oo $17.99  Gato Negro (AL Types) .......ccccoouucrvvvvvvennns L5L $9.99
Gazela Vinho Verde ...................cc.co.......... 750ml............. $ 6.49
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon............. 750ml............. $26.99
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $12.09
Stolichnaya (all types)..........cc......... 1.75L Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc .............. 750ml ............ $13.99
Tanqueray Sterling .......................... 750ml Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages .............. 750ml ............ $11.99
Tanquerav ster"ng .......................... 1.75L Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ...................... 750ml ............ $24.99
Three 0lives (all types) .........c........ 1L oo, Martini & Rossi Asti ................ 750ml ............ $11.97
Tito’s VOuKa ............coocccrrr.. 1.75L Menage a Trois Red ............ 750ml ........... $ 9.99
Mi Amore Red............................ 750ml ............ $ 8.99
RUM Moet Imperial Champagne........ 750ml............. $43.99
Bacardi Light & Gold ..................... 750ML...ceeiieran. $12.99  Noble Wine 337,667 oo, 750ml............. $11.99
Bacardi Light & Gold...................... {BR) DRST—— $19.19  Papi (AL TYPES) oo, 15L oo, $10.99
Captain Morgan Spice...................... | 7] $25.99  Ruffino Chianti 750m] o $ 8.99
Malibu RUFING Chianti ...............ooococcccccccccccernn, 15L oo, $13.97
Malibu........ooooi L75L Ruffino Pinot Grigio ..........cccocevvvevervnnne. ) DR $13.99
TEQUILA Ruffino Tan label ..................... 750ml ............ $19.99
Deleon Blanco Tequila .................... 750m.cceeeee. $37.99  Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio 750ml ............ $22.09
Deleon Blanco Tequila .................. 1.75L $59.99 Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml ............ $76.99
Patron Silver............c.ccccooveerrnneen. 750ml $13.09
Patron Silver..............ccccooveernnenn. 1.75L . $12.49
Cantera Negra Coffee Tequila......... 750ml ..o $26.99
BEER
Becks (120z) 24pK........ccoovvevevernnne. 24K e, $22.99
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30PK o, $23.99 saliva i : H
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles......... 24pK oo $20.99 We speclallze in hard t(_] find items
Coors Lite (240z) cans..................... 12K o $15.99 and custom orders! IHSt ask!
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $20.99 P e e e P e e e ===
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... R10]1) O $23.99 1 (o) 1 o
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk .......ccceveeeee. $30.99 1 1 0 A’ OFF : 1 1 5 A) OFF :
Dab (160) Cans ... 24DK s21.99 1 Any purchase of |, Any purchase of ,
Dogfish Head 60 min....................... 24K oo, $35.99 |1 6 hottles of wine 1! 12 hottles of wine !
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pK .......coccvevneenee. $29.99 Restriction apply. Restriction apply. |
Land Shark..............cooooveeeeeen 24pK oo $26.99 ICoupons not valid on sale items.1 I Coupons not valid on sale items. I
Lech (500ml) ......ovveeeereeeeeree. 200K e, $28.99 |*m === mmmmmmdblo s ———
Modelo Especial cans...................... 12DK oo $15.99 Visit our facehook page for news of next tasting event:
New Belgium Fat Tire ................. 24PK o $34.99 facebook.com/metrolinden
P Urell - e nes “Cold or warm Beer = Same Price”
SAQIES...........oooorrrreen 24pK e $24.99  “Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pK oo $33.99 . . . L )
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24PK e $29.99 ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.
Yuengling Lager bottles.................. 24K oo, $20.99 Not responsible for typographical errors.
Zywiec (11.202) ...cccoveveveeeereeena. 24pK o $20.99 Prices valid till December 31, 2021.



