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CALL TINA 
FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

First come, first served.

A GREAT 
ATTENTION GRABBER

Place Your  
   Ad In 
This Space!

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more. For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 11"x17" /  
Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

HISPANIC HERITAGE NIGHT CELEBRATED
Kenilworth Public Schools 

Students love a good party, so it’s no surprise that Kenilworth Public 
Schools’ recent fiesta was hugely popular. The October 14th celebration 
also included the community – and a vibrant cultural theme.  

The district’s Hispanic Heritage Night helped represent the background 
of many Kenilworth students. Hispanic students make up 35 percent of 
the district’s enrollment. 

“We have students from Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Peru, Ecuador, and many more Hispanic countries and territories 
around the world," said David Brearley Middle-High School Principal, 
Jeremy Davies. “Events such as Hispanic Heritage Night highlight our 
commitment to make sure all students feel a sense of belonging." 

Students served as “ambassadors” at the event, sharing information and 
heirlooms from their families’ countries of origin. The event was partly 
sponsored by the New Jersey Education Association’s Pride Program, 
which seeks to build community involvement in public schools.  

Two of Brearley’s World Language teachers, Kayla Khaled and 
Alejandro Mejia, spearheaded the night’s activities. They coordinated 
student participation and arranged for entertainment and empanadas--both 
of which were big hits. A Mariachi band performed, and a Zumba 
instructor gave lessons. And those empanadas? They went rápido! Local 
restaurants donated more than 500 empanadas, which were gone within 
30 minutes. Participating restaurants, La Casa del Pan in Union, Chilean 
Bakery in Roselle Park, and Antojitos Don Chucho of Elizabeth Port, 
contributed empanadas of various flavors, offering a taste of diverse 
regional cuisine. 

“Students and community members were thrilled and appreciative that 
our school was able to provide an event that encouraged and inspired their 
interests in Hispanic culture, while also creating a cooperative approach 
to a collective positive school environment," Khaled said. 

For extra credit, Hispanic Heritage Night also was educational. “This 
year we’ve implemented an instructional curriculum in World Language 

classes that provides students with the 
opportunity to immerse themselves in both 
Hispanic culture and Spanish language,” Mejia 
said. “The event created an authentic experience 
that complemented and supported our 
instructional goals.” Cultural events such as 
Hispanic Heritage Night also help advance one 
of Kenilworth’s 2021-22 district goals, 
namelyincreasing the focus on nurturing diversity 
and equity and inclusion.  

Judging by the feedback from the recent event, 
Kenilworth should expect a crowd at upcoming 
celebrations such as Black History Night in 
February and a Women's History Night in March. 
One attendee said, “I am proud that I was 
afforded this opportunity” to participate in 
Hispanic Heritage Night. Another appreciated 
how “the beauty of Hispanic heritage was 
highlighted". And the words of one student might 
have been the most poignant: “Our school felt 
different. We felt united.”

(above) Student ambassadors display heirlooms 
and information about their countries at 

Hispanic Heritage Night

Photos by Kenilworth Public Schools
(above) A mariachi band performs at Hispanic Heritage Night
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202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Kenilworth Business Life is published by 
Renna Media. 3,600 newspapers are printed 
monthly and mailed to every business and 
resident in Kenilworth. 

Although great care has been taken to 
ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability 
for errors or omissions. 
©2021 Contents of this newspaper cannot be 
reproduced without written consent from 
Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.). Then send us your news! 

Email: editor@rennamedia.com 
Online at www.rennamedia.com 

like us on facebook.com/ 
Kenilworth Business Life 

Tina Renna: 908-418-5586 
tinarenna@rennamedia.com 

Joe Renna: 908447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

COMMEMORATION OF VETERANS DAY
Kenilworth Public Schools 

For Kenilworth Public Schools, 
commemorating Veterans Day is an active duty. 

This year at Harding Elementary School in 
Kenilworth, NJ, students created thank-you cards 
and presented them to veterans. Dozens of flags 
were placed around school grounds to honor 
service members in time for Veterans Day and 
Superintendent of Schools, Kyle Arlington, was 
among the speakers at the Kenilworth Veterans 
Center’s holiday program on November 11th. 

“We welcome any opportunity for our students 
to work with veterans,” Arlington said in his 
remarks. “Young people can learn great lessons 
from their example of service and selflessness.” 

Around 100 people attended the Veterans 
Center event, which was cosponsored by VFW 
Post 2230 and American Legion Post 470. The 
turnout was higher than usual, noted Robert E. 
Jeans Sr., Commander of Post 2230. 

Jeans led the VFW presentation, but Ed 
Sudnick, American Legion Post 470 1st Vice 

Commander, and Jerry Dobbins, Kenilworth 
Veterans Center President, also spoke. 

Further, community leaders, including Mayor 
Linda Karlovitch and Police Chief Fred Soos, 
joined Arlington in making remarks. 

“Kenilworth Public Schools is proud of our 
veterans. And we are proud of the way our 
students honor veterans,” Arlington said. 

Arlington mentioned a recent example of 
student support for Kenilworth veterans. Last 
year, students in the Practical Arts class at David 
Brearley Middle-High School designed a 
nonprofit clothing line called Be Nice Co. to 
benefit local charities. The students and their 
teacher decided to give the first round of proceeds 
to the Kenilworth VFW. 

“Kenilworth Public Schools will continue to 
contribute to veterans in the community,” 
Arlington said. 

“Veterans embody the community spirit that is 
so important here in our small town.”

(above) Kenilworth students meet with Commander of VFW Post 2230, Robert E. Jeans Sr., and 
other local veterans at Harding Elementary School after presenting them with thank-you cards.

Photo by Kenilworth Public Schools

Chess 
Lessons 

International Master 
Yaacov Norowitz
• Group or private lessons 
• Live or virtual options 
• Classes for all Levels 

from beginners on up

Call or email Joe Renna: 
joerenna@rennamedia.com  

908-447-1295 
For more info about lessons and 

FREE INTRO CLASS

CHILD CARE 
Portuguese lady takes care of  

children and babies right next to  
the Harding School in Kenilworth.  

I can also take them to school and pick-up. 
908-759-8077  

irenemoniz63@yahoo.com

Learn at your own pace with customized  
sessions. Private, virtual lessons conducted via 
Skype, Facetime and Zoom. Other platforms  
available upon request. For information, contact:

Guitar LessonsV I R T U A L

ONE-ON-ONE 
60 MINUTE INSTRUCTION  $45

PJ Cotroneo 908-380-8438 
pj@pjcotroneoband.com

BFA. The New School-NYC 
MFA, Rutgers-Newark 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO HOST KENILWORTH 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOLIDAY MEETING

On Thursday, Dec. 9, 8:30 – 10 a.m., the 
Kenilworth Historical Society will host the 
December Kenilworth Chamber of Commerce 
meeting to be held inside the Oswald Nitschke 
House, a clapboard wood frame farmhouse built 
in 1880, located at 49 South 21st Street in 
Kenilworth. The house will be festively 
decorated for an old-fashioned Christmas. Santa 
Claus is usually in attendance wearing a Victorian 
Santa outfit, and telling tales of Christmas’ past. 
This is a free networking event for businesses, 
open to both members and non-member guests. 
Light refreshments will be served. 

The Kenilworth Chamber of Commerce is 
under the umbrella of The Gateway Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. To register for the 
December meeting visit.gatewaychamber.com; or 
call the Gateway Chamber of Commerce, 
908-352-0900.

(above) On Thursday, Dec. 9, 8:30 – 10 a.m., 
the December Kenilworth Chamber of 

Commerce meeting will be held inside the 
Oswald Nitschke House, located at 49 South 

21st Street in Kenilworth.

HOLIDAY THEME 
GRAB N’ GO CRAFT

The Kenilworth Public Library located at 548 
Boulevard will be offering two Grab 'n' Go crafts 
in December for Kenilworth residents ages 4 – 9 
years old when a book is checked out from the 
library.  

The Holiday Craft kits will be available as of 
Monday, December 13th while supplies last.   

The New Year's Craft kits will be available as 
of Tuesday, December 28th while supplies last.

AN OLD-FASHIONED CHRISTMAS
Please Join the Kenilworth Historical Society 

at The Oswald J. Nitschke House (49 S. 21 
Street) for “An Old-Fashioned Christmas” and 
Holiday Celebration with “Victorian Santa” and 
more on Sunday, Dec. 5 (12 to 5 p.m.), visitors 
will have an opportunity to meet and take photos 
with Victorian Santa, and to view all five period 
rooms of the c. 1880 home authentically 
decorated for the holidays and to visit the site’s 
multicultural Christkindlmarkt, where the 
recently created Kenilworth Commemorative 
Coverlet, handcrafted gift items and holiday 
treats/baked goods will be available for 

purchase. 
Admission to all activities is free. Masks/face 

coverings are required.Visitors are invited to 
bring, for the Nitschke House Cultural Heritage 
Tree, an ornament (labeled with their family 
name) that represents their family's 
heritage/culture. 

Details about the Dec. 5 event, along with a 
videotaped reading by Victorian Santa of ‘Twas 
the Night Before Christmas are available on the 
Kenilworth Historical Society's website, 
kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org, and Facebook 
page.

(above) One of the many families who visited the Nitschke House during last year's 
holiday celebration.

• Financing Available 
• Special Discounts 

• 50% off Sales Tax 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted w y [ t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth 

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232 
www.jacobsonappliances.com

FREE DELIVERY 
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;  
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm; 
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR KENILWORTH 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES 

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 12/31/21.

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

Drop Off Your Child’s Gift 
Dec. 11 & 12: 10am - 4pm 
Kenilworth Fire Headquarters 
Gifts will be delivered to YOUR KENILWORTH 
HOME by Santa riding aboard one of KFD’s fire 

engines the week of 

DEC. 13-17TH BETWEEN 6 - 930 PM. 
(An exact deliver date will be assigned when you drop 

off your child’s gift.) 
Santa’s Express is free - we only ask that you please 

remember the less fortunate and bring a small 
unwrapped toy for the USMC’s Toys for Tots program 

with you when you drop off your child’s gift. 
Visit KenilworthFire.org or 

Kenilworth Fire Rescue on Facebook 
ONE SMALL GIFT PER CHILD 

ages 10yrs or younger. Kenilworth Residents Only.
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(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

What, Where, and When in Old Kenilworth: CHRISTMASES I REMEMBER
weekend. When the FAA later prohibited such 
landings, the fire department took over and drove 
Santa all over town on a bell clanging fire truck. 
The tradition continues with sirens blaring.  

Friday nights were Kenilworth’s “uptown” 
shopping nights. Stores stayed open late. Then 
one year it happened! The Kenilworth 
Businessmen’s Association and the mayor and 
council shared the cost for first-ever colorful 
lights to span the Boulevard. The towering, 
illuminated official Borough Christmas tree stood 
on the library front lawn. Shoppers scurried into 
Jule’s and Harvey’s Commonwealth Department 
Store or to Heller’s Boro Drugs for gifts. More 
expensive items could be found at Dick Hage’s 
or Donlin’s Jewelers. Tools and gadgets for dad 
or countertop appliances for mom could be gotten 
at Simmenroth’s Center Hardware or Charlie’s 
Kenilworth Hardware. Hobbies and games for 

children – the Kenilworth Hobby Shop was the 
place. Still looking for something? It was off to 
Whalen & Berry’s 5 & 10. Still short on gifts? 
Order something from the Sears & Roebuck 
catalogue or go to shops in Elizabeth.  

In my childhood home at 47 Arbor St., my 
sisters, brother, and I went to bed Christmas Eve 
with no toys or tree in sight. Miraculously, the 
next morn there was a fully decorated tree with 
lights ablaze, an electric toy train chugging 
around under the tree, and most importantly, lots 
and lots of presents. Often still in our night 
clothes, there was no holding us back. 

From me to you, enjoy your family and friends 
– “Merry Christmas!” 

Persons with inquiries about this or other 
aspects of Kenilworth history may contact Walter 
E. Boright, Ed. D., at drbori@aol.com or call 
908-256-5200.

(above) Anna Ruscansky played 
Santa for over 30 years.

(above) Miss Lorraine Conover 
presented Christmas Concerts.

(above) William “Mr. Bill” 
Hartshorn made tree stands 

and checked tree lights.Photo by Joan Merill, daughter

Photo by Mr. Bill’s family

Photo by Historic Signs

As a young boy growing up in Kenilworth in 
the 1940s, ‘50s, and ‘60s, I have memories of 
Christmas time. Harding and McKinley schools 
were hubs of holiday activity. Teachers would ask 
who could donate this or that for classroom 
decorations. Before consulting parents, someone 
called out, “I’ll get the tree.” Our beloved 
custodian, “Mr. Bill” (William Hartshorn) built 
Christmas tree stands for every tree.   

Miss Margaret Ray’s art students made tons of 
white cut-out snowflakes and snowmen that 
found their way in abundance onto every school 
window and door. Students fashioned never-
ending chains from strips of green and red 
construction paper held together with a thick 
paste from huge jugs of peppermint-smelling 
paste. Some couldn’t resist tasting it – I tried once 
– we all survived. Kids created long strands of 
popcorn to encircle the tree from top to bottom 
along with the red and green paper chains. Tree 
lights were brought in from home, but first had 
to pass Mr. Bill’s safety inspection before 
adorning any tree. 

Music teacher Miss Lorraine Conover put on 
Christmas concerts – as they were called back 
then. Every child at every grade level was 
featured singing or playing an instrument. The 
auditorium was standing room only. Fortunately, 
the fire marshal was in the Christmas spirit.   

Santa visited the schools. One was Anna 
Ruscansky who arrived in her self-made Jolly 
Old Elf suit. For over 30 years she brought sweet 
treats for all. When she died at age 96 in 1996, 
the St. Theresa organist played “Jingle Bells” at 
the end of her funeral mass. For a number of 
years the Lion’s Club brought a Santa via 
helicopter to Harding School on a December 

(above) Dick Hage of Kenilworth 
Jewelers sold Christmas Gifts.

(above) Santa has landed! On left, Priscilla Boright 
and Santa Dick Neyon. Sharon McGevna on far right.

(above, l-r) Boright Christmas, 1948. Diane, Lewis 
“Chippy,” Claire, and Walter, Jr.

Photo by Historic signs
Photo by Historic Signs

Photo by Walter Boright

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/21.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service
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549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford 
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

 
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE 

$300 OFF 
Expires: 12/31/2021. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0% Financing 
Available

FREE 
ESTIMATES

NO 
OBLIGATION

We are a full service installation and maintenance company. 
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER 
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS 
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS 
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

 $25 OFF 
ANY SERVICE CALL 
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance. 

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now! 
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion  
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend  
the life of your unit.

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

Hi-efficiency heating equipment  
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates. 

NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME! 
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

US SPACE FORCE: 
GUARDIANS OF THE HIGH FRONTIER

communication and navigation on Earth. It 
provides a much needed position of strength, 
especially technology-wise, for protecting US 
interests in space or going on offense, if needed, 
in the future. Civilian life cannot survive without 
our space capabilities. Our military based 
missions are now largely supported by space 
operations. Additionally, as space tourism is 
about to lift off in the coming years, the US will 
have a growing space community. 

As an empowerment message to the young 
cadets, Maj Almanzar and Capt Nguyen talked 
about the Space Force’s need for bold and diverse 
leaders with new ideas. They stressed the 
importance of being exposed to STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) experiences 
and education early on - “Always take advantage 
of opportunities presented to you and explore the 
growing areas of the Space Force. The sky is not 
the limit so it is your time to soar!" 

The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) Cadet Program is 
open to all Middle School and High School 
students from ages 12 to 18. For more 
information about C.A.P., please contact the NJ-
102 Squadron Commander, Captain Jose Vergara, 
at jose.vergara@njwg.cap.gov, or the NJ-102 
Squadron Recruiting Officer, 1st Lt Josline Pinto, 
at josline.pinto@njwg.cap.gov. Visit the CAP 
National webpage at gocivilairpatrol.com or the 
NJ-102 squadron website at nj102.cap.gov. Also, 
be sure to check out the NJ-102 Squadron’s 
Facebook page at facebook.com/NJ102/.

Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program (NJ-102) 
As we explore new horizons, the United States 

expands beyond what is imaginable. With the 
creation of the US Space Force, the country truly 
embodies the notion of “reaching for the stars”! 
On June 29, 2021, Captain “Bud” Jackson 
Composite Squadron (NJ-102) of the Civil Air 
Patrol (CAP), an Auxiliary of the United States 
Air Force, had special guest speakers from the 
US Space Force - Major Jose Almanzar and 
Captain Ronald Nguyen. In a virtual meeting of 
over 110 participants, including visitors from 
other CAP squadrons, attended and the speakers 
shared the goal and purpose of this new branch 
of the military, talked about their jobs, gave 
advice to the cadets considering the path and 
much more. There was time for a Q&A session, 
where the speakers provided valuable 
information towards a wide range of cadet/senior 
member questions. Cadets took away extensive 
information to inspire them about this new 
exciting path of space research and operations. 

Headquartered at the Pentagon, the US Space 
Force is an independent branch of the military 
that was carved out of the Air Force in December 
2019. With their Command motto as “Guardians 
of the High Frontier”, the US Space Force is 
considered a critical asset, impacting everyday 
life. Although it is currently the smallest of the 
US armed services, the Space Force is 
responsible for operating and defending military 
satellites and ground stations and supports 

Please help St. Joseph’s Social Service Center 
make the holidays special. We have over 400 
households registered for our Giving Tree 
program and would appreciate your support to 
make this happen! 

The easiest way to help is to donate $25 gift 
cards (preferably Visa, American Express, or 
Walmart), supermarket gift cards of any amount 
(preferably Shoprite or Stop and Shop), or make 
a financial donation by visiting: 
www.sjeliz.org/donate - please mention Giving 
Tree in the "note" section. To make a donation by 
mail: Send your gift card or check to:�� St. 
Joseph Social Service Center, 118 Division St., 
Elizabeth, NJ 07201-2736. 

Since 1983, St. Joseph's has served the 
materially poor and homeless community of 
greater Elizabeth, New Jersey, by providing basic 
human needs such as food, clothing and 
medications, as well as a wide range of services 
and programs to help them acquire the material 
goods and social services they need to live with 
integrity. St. Joseph's is an independent, nonprofit 
501(c)3 organization. To view our Form 990, 
visit www.sjeliz.org/about-us.html.
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/21.

ELF THE MUSICAL JR. TO SUPPORT PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
ABOUT COMMUNITY ACCESS UNLIMITED: 

Community Access Unlimited (CAU), who is 
celebrating 42 years in 2021, supports people 
with special needs in achieving real lives in the 
community. CAU provides support and gives 
voices to adults and the youth who traditionally 
have little support and no voice in society. CAU 
helps people with housing, life skills, 
employment, money management, socialization, 

and civic activities. CAU also supports 
opportunities for advocacy through training in 
assertiveness, decision-making and civil rights. 
CAU currently serves more than 3,000 
individuals and families, with the number 
growing each year. For more information about 
CAU and its services, contact us by phone at 
908-354-3040, online at caunj.org, or by mail at 
80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ, 07202.

(above, l-r) Zoe Rivera and Tyler O’Neill perform as Jovie and Buddy in Elf the Musical Jr.  
with other CAU Community Players.

Community Access Unlimited 
A triumphant musical returning this December 

promises holiday cheer, a lot of laughs, and 
possibly too much sugar. 

Tickets for Elf the Musical Jr. are now 
available for showings on December 10, 11, and 
12th. All shows are streaming virtually at 7:00 
p.m. for audiences to enjoy at home. Tickets are 
$10 and can be purchased on line at: 
www.showtix4u.com/event-details/57483 

The CAU Community Players are an inclusive 
group of performers with and without disabilities 
who collaborate to stage incredible musical 
performances, including past productions of 
Hairspray and Aladdin. Community Access 
Unlimited (CAU) is a Union County-based, 
statewide nonprofit that works to integrate people 
with disabilities and youth at-risk into the 
community through comprehensive ways. 

The cast of the show is thrilled to return to the 
stage after months of virtual rehearsals and 
preparation. Performers used clear masks to 
interact safely while allowing the audience to 
enjoy their expressions. 

“The point of the show is to fill everyone with 
Christmas spirit,” said Tyler O’Neill, who plays 
Buddy. “I’m discovering a side I never thought I 
had and a lot of joy. And like Buddy, I too enjoy 
a good hug every now and again.” 

Adam Fleissner, who plays Buddy’s 
cantankerous father, Walter, said he is excited for 
everyone’s hard work to pay off in the final 
production after a hiatus last year, due to the 
pandemic. 

“It’s the first time doing a CAU play since the 
shutdown and I just love seeing everyone again,” 
said Fleissner. 

Proceeds from the play support CAU’s 
comprehensive services for people with 
disabilities and youth at-risk, which include 
housing, education, employment, support 
coordination, and life skills training. 

This adaptation of the hilarious, hit film is sure 
to warm hearts as we prepare for the holiday . 

“I want people to get tickets so they can laugh 
hard,” said cast member Ernie Smalls. 
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The Peterstown Book  
A RECORD OF ITALIAN-AMERICAN CULTURE

HOLIDAY SPECIAL 
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

776  
Over sized 

Pages 
 

Thousands  
of Photos 

 
Hundreds  
of Recipes 

 
Great gift  

to leave to  
the next 

generation

ORDER BY PHONE! OR ONLINE
By phone 908-447-1295 

On line at PeterstownNJ.com  
- Mail Check and form to: 

Renna Media 
202 Walnut Ave.,  
Cranford, NJ 07016  

- Email inquiries to: 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Only $25! + $1.75  tax 
FREE SHIPPING

Makes a great gift!

Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

TANK SWEEPS $50 OFF

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
FLAT RATE $1,895

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside 
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and 
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and 
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work. 

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This 
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch 
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced, 
with compensation going back to the homeowner 
for a signed release. 

Serious lnquiries Please!

UGLY HOMES WANTED 
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM 

IN THIS AREA

CALL 1-800-281-1582 
Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation 

and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC 
Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104

VOLUNTEER GRIEF SUPPORT FACILITATORS NEEDED 
Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss

walks of life and no special background is 
required, other than, a willingness to listen, a 
heart inclined to serve, and the ability to be with 
children and adults in grief without trying to fix, 
solve, or give advice. No prior experience is 
necessary, but volunteers must be 18 years or 
older. Bilingual (Spanish-speaking) volunteers 
are needed as well. Volunteers serve as 
companions and caring listeners for those who 
are grieving to help create a safe space where 
participants can share tears and embrace the joys 
of life. 

We are hoping to fill our upcoming training 
with lots of wonderful new volunteers! We are 
planning to offer virtual facilitator training 
December  

10–12th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. For 
information on joining Imagine’s team of 
volunteers, please contact Imagine’s Program 
Manager, Veronica Ortiz, by emailing 
veronica@imaginenj.org, or by calling 908-264-
3100. Please help us address the growing need 
for children’s grief support and ensure that no 
grieving child is required to wait to receive the 
support they need.

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
need for children’s grief support programs has 
never been greater. Imagine, A Center for 
Coping with Loss, a non-profit organization 
based in Mountainside and Newark, exists to 
support children in New Jersey who have 
experienced the death of a parent, sibling, or 
close family member. Imagine offers free peer 
support groups for children ages 3-18, young 
adults 19-30, and the parents and guardians of 
the children in the program. Groups for Spanish-
speaking bereaved adults are also available. 
Currently, all groups are being held virtually, 
however, there are plans to transition some 
groups to in-person as soon as it feels safe to do 
so. 

Imagine’s support groups are only possible 
because of our amazing team of volunteers who 
facilitate the groups. Imagine currently has a 
wait list of families looking to join our support 
groups. We are unable to offer them support at 
this time because we do not have enough 
volunteers to begin another Night of Support. 
We need your help! 

Imagine’s volunteer facilitators come from all 
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Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 135,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
21 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$35 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Advertise  
in 1 or all  
21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 

Call today for FREE consult on marketing and business plans.

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com
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• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING 
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why. 

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES 
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs. 

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS 
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website 
• NO OBLIGATION 
This service is recommended even if you have an existing  
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

Call for a consultation 
if you do not have a website 

or if need a new one. 
Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS  
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN

ONE TIME 
FLAT FEE 

$250

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

FLYERS 

$35 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$50 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single poay is $20

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.  
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

HANUKAH: A CELEBRATION OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
By Rabbi Paul David Kerbel Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim, Cranford

Epiphanes, who forbade the Jewish people to 
study their scriptures, keep their calendar, 
observe their holidays or offer sacrifices in the 
Temple. The King wanted the Jews to sacrifice to 
the Greek Gods and study the best of Greek 
culture. King Antiochus was jealous of the God 
of Israel and sought to eradicate distinctive 
Jewish practices and culture. 

The second miracle of Hanukah is the story in 
Rabbinic tradition, that when the revolt ended 
and the Jewish people sought to rededicate and 
purify the Holy Temple in Jerusalem that had 
been defiled by the decree of King Antiochus by 
lighting the Menorah, the religious candelabrum 
that served as a major symbol of religious Jewish 
life in the Temple, that there was only enough 
purified olive oil to last for one day, but the lamp 
remained burning for eight days! 

But I also think the story of Hanukah teaches 
and shares important lessons for our friends and 
neighbors of other faiths about religious faith and 
belief. To me, Hanukah represents the first 

victory in human history of religious freedom. In 
a certain sense, Hanukah is a universal holiday of 
religious freedom. If the Jewish people had lost 
this physical and spiritual war in 164 BCE 
(before the common era) and 164 years before the 
birth of Jesus, Judaism would have died out and 
since Christianity and Islam emanate out of and 
are connected to Judaism, there would not be 
today any adherents of these great faiths. 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam exist today 
because of the religious faith of these defenders 
of Judaism to stand up for their beliefs and rights. 

Hanukah also teaches religious tolerance and 
the celebration of pluralism. Hanukah reinforces 
the rights of a minority to stand up for its beliefs 
while living in a larger secular or religious culture 
of other religious faiths. Our country was built on 
the idea of freedom of religion and the freedom 
to live by and practice the customs, rituals and 
commandments of our respective religions. 
Hanukah teaches me that sometimes miracles 
happen in the quiet constancy of our everyday 
practice of our respective customs, prayers and 
traditions and our interaction and bonds of 
friendship and community responsibility with our 
neighbors of all religions and ethnic groups. 

The most enduring symbol of both Hanukah 
and Christmas is the celebration of light. We light 
a Menorah to symbolize the miracles of our 
survival and the dedication of our people - for 
over four-thousand years even in the midst of 
persecution or the attempt to suppress our faith 
and practice – to practice our customs and 
traditions with hope and confidence in the future 
as a monotheistic ethical religion and culture. 

For our Christian friends, the lights of the 
Christmas season represent essential religious 
beliefs including joy, peace, kindness and service 
to our fellow human beings. Even with the 
challenges the Covid-19 pandemic has caused, 
among the most difficult in our lifetimes, may the 
lights of our respective traditions strengthen our 
commitment to our respective faiths and our 
obligation and opportunity to make a difference 
in our community and in the world at large. As 
one great rabbi wrote: “It is better to light one 
candle than to curse the darkness.” Wishing all of 
us a meaningful holiday season! 

Rabbi Paul David Kerbel is the rabbi of 
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim in Cranford. He 
is active in the Cranford Clergy Association, the 
Union County Board of Rabbis, the Rabbinic 
Roundtable of the Jewish Federation of 
MetroWest, NJ and on the New Jersey Advisory 
Board of The Anti-Defamation League.

Hanukah is one of the Jewish religion’s most 
popular holidays. No doubt, part of Hanukah’s 
popularity derives from its proximity to 
Christmas and the bundling of a variety of 
religious, ethnic and cultural holidays that occur 
at this time of year creating a festive holiday 
season. 

You might be surprised to know however, that 
unlike Christmas, Hanukah is not one of 
Judaism’s major holidays. That billing goes to 
Rosh HaShanah (the Jewish New Year) and Yom 
Kippur (the Day of Fasting and Atonement) and 
the Pilgrimage Festivals of Passover, Sukkot and 
Shavuot that are explained and discussed in The 
Book of Leviticus (Chapter 23). 

But Hanukah is important for many reasons. 
In the first place, next to the Passover Seder, 
more Jews celebrate Hanukah than any other 
Jewish ritual or holiday observance. We celebrate 
two miracles on Hanukah: the military victory of 
a small, outmanned Jewish army winning out 
over a superior Syrian-Greek King Antiochus 
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