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Loryn O'Brien 
Coldwell Banker East  

209 Central Ave 
Westfield, NJ 

lorynobrien118@gmail.com 
908-247-1136 

Office: 908-233-5555

DEDICATED 
TO RESULTS, 
A TRADITION 

OF TRUST 
Let Me Find 

Your Dream Home

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952 
From ants to bed bugs and squirrels to mice- 

and everything in between, we can help. 

ARNOLD’S 
PEST CONTROL 

Business license #90966A 

908-276-8062 
ArnoldsPestControl.com 

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

C A L L  U S !

FIRECRACKER SHINES BRIGHT:  
Thousands Run and Watch the Annual Event Return In-Person 

together safely. 
Stephen Rathbun, 21, of Springfield won the four-miler 

event with a time of 20:01.0. Nicole Vanasse, 19, of 
Martinsville was the top female finisher at 22:52.8. The top 
male and female finishers in the one-mile fun run--Evan 
Surmay, 15, and Bella Giudice, 12--were both from Cranford.  

The event is a fundraiser for the Jaycees scholarship fund. 
In June, the group awarded a total of $30,000 in scholarships 
to twenty graduating Cranford seniors: Casey Benderoth, 
Katharine Bracke, Caroline Bush, Sinead Cumiskey, Kathryn 
Dolan, Rachael Durant, Maeve Hanlon, Robert Kelly, 
William Kennedy, Julia Love, Genevieve Marchesi, Peter 
Marino, Olivia Merriman, Erin Miklencic, Meghan Pitts, 
Deirdre Tighe, Maya Tobolewski, Mason Towery, Liam 
Walsh, and Catherine Walter. 

The Cranford Jaycees next major event will be 
Oktoberfest, which returns to Union County College on 
October 2nd. Tickets go on sale in early-September.

(above) More photos can be found on Cranford Jaycees Facebook page.

Photo by Cranford Jaycees

Submitted by Andrew Feldman 
The Firecracker Four-Miler and Fun Run made a 

triumphant return in-person on July 4th, hosting 1,449 
participants, one of the largest turnouts in the event’s 42-
year history. 

The annual race, organized by the Cranford Jaycees, was 
forced to go virtual last year with runners participating 
remotely. It wasn’t clear until May whether the traditional 
format could return, but the event was able to proceed with 
minimal changes. 

“We felt really fortunate that we could hold the race 
again,” said Dave Farrell, who co-chaired the event with 
Roger Imhof. “We heard from so many runners how much 
they’ve missed in-person races, and the response from the 
community was overwhelmingly positive.”  

Cranford’s Township Committee issued a proclamation at 
their July 13th meeting to commend and thank the Jaycees 
for the event, noting how the 70+ volunteers and the 
thousands of participants and spectators were brought 



Cranford Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,500 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every 
business and resident in Cranford. 

Although great care has been taken to ensure the 
information contained within is accurate, Renna Media 
assumes no liability for errors or omissions. 
© 2021 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.
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Advertise in this  
newspaper 

Reserve space in the next issue.  
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586 
or email info@rennamedia.com

9,800 papers 
are printed  

monthly  
and mailed  

to every 
household  

and business  
in Cranford.  

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Non-Emergency Police ..........908-272-2222 
Non-Emergency Fire..............908-709-7360 
Non-Emergency First Aid......908-272-2222 
Administrator .........................908-709-7205 
Attorney .................................908-709-7200 
Building and Construction.....908-709-7213 
Clerk.......................................908-709-7210 
Court Administrator ...............908-709-7242 
Downtown Business & 
    Economic Development ....908-709-7208 
Library ...................................908-709-7272 
Engineer .................................908-709-7219 
Health Inspector.....................908-709-7225 
Judge ......................................908-709-7242 
Prosecutor ..............................908-709-7242 
Public Defender .....................908-709-7242 
Public Works..........................908-709-7217 
Recreation & Parks ................908-709-7283 
Recycling ...............................908-709-7217 
Registrar.................................908-709-7238 
Swim Pool..............................908-709-7260 
Tax Assessor...........................908-709-7211 
TV 35 .....................................908-709-3995 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Did you or someone you know accomplish 

something amazing? We are interested in 
hearing about your latest achievement 
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you 
have an event that you need help publicizing? 
Then send Cranford Monthly your news! 

Call: 908-418-5586 
Email: editor@rennamedia.com

TOWN WIDE GARAGE SALE – REGISTER BY SEPT. 23
check for $25 to Project Home of Cranford, PO 
Box 724, Cranford, NJ 07016. Note, only your 
address and what you are selling will be posted 
to the site for shoppers to see. 

All participants are requested to follow the 
current health and safety guidelines relating to 
COVID-19 while running their individual sale. 

It is through fundraisers like the Town Wide 
Garage Sale that we as a community are able to 
lend a hand to those in need when unexpected 
financial crisis impacts our neighbors. 

For over 25 years Project Home of Cranford, 
a 501(c)3 charity has been working through 
Cranford Family Care to keep Cranford families 
in crisis in their homes. The Town Wide Garage 
Sale is one of the events that Project Home runs 
to raise funds for Cranford Family Care.  

For questions about the garage sale or just 
find out more about Project Home and our 
mission please email us at  

projecthomeofcranford@gmail.com  
visit us at www.projecthomeofcranford.org  
and Like us on Facebook   
www.facebook.com/ProjectHomeOfCranford

Project Home of Cranford’s Fall 2021 Town 
Wide Garage Sale is scheduled for Saturday 
October 2, 2021 Rain or Shine. This is a great 
opportunity for residents to clean out items they 
no longer need and turn them into cash and most 
importantly help support township residents in 
need. 

Those who register will have the address of 
their sale and a brief description of what they are 
selling included on the listing that will be posted 
on the Project Home website and on Facebook 
for shoppers looking to find sale locations. On-
line registration will be available through 
Tuesday September 28, mail in registration must 
be postmarked by Friday September 23. 

To participate in the Town Wide Garage Sale 
registration is available on-line through the 
Project Home website:  

www.projecthomeofcranford.org/2021-
townwide-garage-sale or by mailing in the 
completed registration form, which can also be 
found on the website or send a note with your 
name, address, telephone number and brief 
description of what you are selling, along with a 

FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP – AUGUST 17
Are you feeling stressed and alone in trying to 

cope with the effects of a loved one’s mental 
illness? NAMI Union County’s Family Support 
Group is for family members and caregivers of 
persons with mental illness. Join our peer-led 
group meetings and gain insight from others 

facing the same challenges. 
Zoom sessions are held on the 3rd Tuesday of 

every month from 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
To register, email Denise at:  

namiunioncounty@yahoo.com with your name, 
town, and phone number.

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs. 

• 1 hour denture repairs  
• 3 hour lab relines laboratory on premises  
• All repairs schedule permitting 

OFFICE COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS 

It’s time for new dentures!

Ask about 
implant supported dentures.

• Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing •

✔ All staff & patients screened and temperatures taken 
✔ Reduced reception seating ✔ Shielded reception desk 
✔ Personal protective equipment for the dental team 

✔ Intra-oral high speed suction systems 
✔ UV wands for surfaces and equipment 
✔ Operatories with HEPA and UV-C filtration

u a r q
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Latest homes sold and under contract by The Jackie Safran Group

315 Walnut St, Garwood 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms  

Sale Price: $465,000

206 Chestnut Ct, Garwood 
2 bedrooms, 3 1/2 bathrooms 

Asking Price: $630,000

JUST SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

1 Plainfield Ave, Metuchen 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 

Asking Price: $425,000

UNDER CONTRACT

© 2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker  
and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell  
Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is  

comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a  
subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised  

offices which are independently owned and operated. 

Chloe Beauchamp brings her own unique blend of marketing savvy, boundless enthusiasm and a lifelong knowledge of the area she 
serves. As a member of the Jackie Safran Group, a team with over 30 years of combined experience, affiliated with the top-performing Westfield East 

office of Coldwell Banker Realty, Chloe can deliver personal service to both buyers and sellers with the resources of a big agency.

“Born and raised in Westfield,  
I’m not just your agent,  

I’m your Neighbor”

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS: 
DEDICATED PERSONAL SERVICE BACKED BY A GREAT TEAM

Call today for a free market report! 
CHLOE BEAUCHAMP 
Cell: 908-251-2492 
Office: 908-233-5555 

Email: chloe.beauchamp@cbrealty.com

For listings, and info about buying or selling, visit Website: 

chloebeauchamp.cbintouch.com 
Featuring: Cranford • Fanwood • Garwood • Scotch Plains • Westfield

Coldwell Banker Realty - Westfield East • 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

COLLEGE WOMEN’S CLUB OF CRANFORD 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

Submitted by Cynthia Isaksen 

The College Women’s Club of Cranford held 
their Annual Scholarship Banquet at the 
Westwood in Garwood to celebrate the 2021 
scholarship recipients. Throughout the year the 
club fundraises specifically to provide for 
Cranford residents who are graduating from the 

high schools of their choice. This year’s 
scholarship recipients are Robert Kelly, Kirsten 
Williams, Meghan Pitts, Samantha Romito, 
Dane Hagstrom, and Madison Alpaugh-Mclean. 
Congratulations to our scholarship winners and 
to all of The Class of 2021!

(above) The College Women’s Club of Cranford 
would like to congratulate Casey Benderoth 

2021 CHS graduate for her winning art work 
on the club’s current fundraising project.  Casey 

will be studying environmental science at The 
University of Vermont. She will continue to 

work on her art as a personal hobby. The club 
wanted to celebrate Cranford’s  150 years with 
something special for all. Thank you to Cougar 
Headquarters for their support of this project. 
Bags are available for purchase through the 

club website collegewomensclubcranford.com.
(above, l-r) This year’s scholarship recipients are Robert Kelly, Kirsten Williams, Meghan Pitts, 

Samantha Romito, Dane Hagstrom (not pictured Madison Alpaugh-Mclean).
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CRANFORD PAL AWARDS 5 SCHOLARSHIPS 
Submitted by Cranford Police Department

everything related to sports and was a fierce 
competitor who demonstrated exceptional 
perseverance. After Will’s passing, community 
groups such as the Cranford Knights of 
Columbus, Cranford Jaycees, and fraternity 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon TCNJ came together to 
hold fundraisers – including the Knights’ 
Corned Beef Dinner and the Jaycee’s Track 
Friday – to help fund a scholarship in his honor. 
Recently, the Brookside School PTA contributed 
to this fund. Will’s family determined that 
students who have persevered through adversity 
would be eligible for this award. For the 
inaugural Will DeGregorio Memorial 
Scholarship, Dominic Fallone, Dane Hagstrom, 
and Kate Wilson were selected as award 
recipients.  

For more information on the Cranford PAL, 
visit cranfordpal.org. The Cranford PAL consists 
of volunteer parents and police officers whose 
collective goal is to help create a positive, 
trusting relationship between the youth and 
police officers of Cranford. Officers include 
Lieutenant Christopher Polito (President), Vice 
President Gregg Wheatley, Ptl. Brian Trotter 
(Secretary), Ptl. Robert Chamra (Treasurer) and 
Lieutenant Matthew Nazzaro (Executive 
Director).

The Cranford Police Athletic League (PAL), a 
not-for-profit youth sports organization serving 
the Township since 1981, awarded 5 
scholarships to graduating Cranford High 
School seniors this year during a ceremony at 
Memorial Field. Presenting the scholarships was 
veteran Board of Director Member Kim Capece.  

The Glenn A. Owens Scholarship was 
established in honor of the late PAL board of 
director member who dedicated his life to 
service and community. A police officer, 
volunteer coach, and military veteran, Glenn 
played baseball for the Philadelphia Phillies 
from 1952 to 1956 as well as coached baseball 
in the Cranford baseball leagues for over 15 
years. In 2002, Glenn was inducted into the 
Cranford Sports Hall of Fame. For the Glenn A. 
Owens Scholarship, applicants were required to 
demonstrate their shared similarities with Mr. 
Owens, who was affectionately known as a 
“doer”. For 2021, Matthew Coates and Meghan 
Pitts were selected as recipients.  

With an outpouring of community support 
and grassroots donations, the Cranford PAL was 
able to establish a second scholarship in memory 
of PAL Participant Will DeGregorio who passed 
away in 2020 after a courageous battle with 
pediatric cancer. Will loved anything and 

20% OFF Rug 
Cleaning Sale! 
Hurry! Offer Expires 8/31/21. Incoming orders only.

• Expert Hand Washing Process 
• Repair & Restoration Services 
• Fully Insured Service 
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Sale & Service of Oriental Rugs & Carpets

Ask us about  
the proper way  
to store a rug!

210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

908-757-7847 (RUGS) 
www.HamrahRug.com

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 

Over 20 
years of 

Experience Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,  
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),  

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items 
           Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

Located 
in Summit
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USED BOOK SALES 
AT THE CRANFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Looking for some good reading at bargain 
prices? The Friends of the Cranford Public 
Library invite you to visit their used book sales 
in the library's "Friendly Book Cellar." Browse 
through shelves full of thousands of books. 
Quickly find what you are looking for and 
make new discoveries. Most hardcover adult 
books are $2.00 and paperback books are 
$1.00. Most children's books are 25 cents or 50 
cents.  

The dates for the summer sale are Thursday, 
August 12 through Saturday, August 14, 2021. 
On Saturday, which is Bag Day, you can fill a 
paper shopping bag with books for just $8. 
Hours for August 12 are from 1:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Hours for August 13 are from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Hours for August 14 are from 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. For the safety of attendees and 

volunteers, masks must be worn at all times. 
This sale is open to all and registration is 

required. Attendees are invited to sign up for a 
one hour session, starting on the hour. Please 
sign up for one session only. Reservations for 
multiple sessions will be canceled except for the 
first session booked. To register, go to 
Cranfordlibrary.org and click on Friends of the 
Library. 

Two sales are planned for the Fall. On Friday, 
September 24 and Saturday, September 25 a 
children's book sale for Cranford Library card 
holders only will be held. On Thursday, October 
14 through Saturday, October 16 an all-books 
sale for the general public will be held. 

The Friends look forward to welcoming you 
in the "Friendly Book Cellar." All sales will 
benefit the library.

GORDON GRACEFFO 
DRAFTED BY 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS
Congratulations to Cranford High School 

alumni Villanova pitcher Gordon Graceffo on 
being drafted by the St. Louis Cardinals in the 
2021 MLB Draft. Graceffo, a right-handed 
pitcher and Junior at Villanova became the 70th 
all-time draft pick from the program. 

Ranked among the top 250 draft prospects in 
this year’s draft, Graceffo was selected 151st 
overall following an outstanding season on the 
mound. He is the Wildcats highest draft pick 
since 2011. The former Big East Pitcher of the 
Week was also named to the 2021 
ABCA/Rawlings NCAA Division I All-East 
Region team, as well as the All-BIG EAST 
Second Team. 

Born in Cranford, N.J. Gordon is the oldest of 
three children of Gerald and Melanie Graceffo. 
While playing for the CHS baseball team he 
earned three varsity letters, while also being 
honored as a three-time first team all-conference 
and three-time first team all-county selection. 

The selection to the Cardinals is a great way to 
cap off an exceptional year from Graceffo. 
Congratulations and best of luck to Gordon!
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
Family 

Owned & 
Operated For 

17 Years

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERS

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from 
heat transfer 
combustibles 

• Protect the masonry from 
the corrosive by products 
of combustion 

• Provide a correctly sized 
flue for optimum 
efficiency of appliance

Special!CHIMNEY LINER 
$1,300Why Should I Use A 

Chimney Lining System?

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

  $2,800

August Special
Carbon Monoxide  

is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION 

908-361-6372 
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed 
• 24/7 Emergency Service 
• 20% Senior Discount 
• Major Credit Cards 
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

Save $900 
ON ROOF 

REPLACEMENT 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/21.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB  

OF $2000 OR MORE 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/21.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 

(Any Average House) 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 8/31/21.

$200 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 8/31/21.

$200 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $800 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 8/31/21.

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Save $900 
ON ROOF 

REPLACEMENT 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/21.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires August 31, 2021

BEFORE AFTER

With this ad. Cannot be combined with  
any other offer. Expires August 31, 2021

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning

Long Term Preservation
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GOOD OLD FASHIONED CRANFORD SUMMER HAPPINESS
A group of friends were very surprised to catch 

a huge fish in Cranford’s Sperry Park recently. 
The catch caused a lot of excitement for the 
friends and onlookers. The fishermen shouted 
“we’re going to be famous!”

(above) Mike Snyder, Joey Snyder, Nicholas Scanielo, Peter Scanielo and Mikey Snyder. 

(908) 202-1702 CELL 
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE 
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX 
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE 
elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

Elizabeth Bataille 
Sales Associate

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, 

Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing 

908-925-0444 
908-928-0031

Serving All 
Union County
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908-688-8333 
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ 

Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm • Sunday: Closed
We accommodate the trade as well as the  

do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.

Largest Display of 
Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Largest Display of 
Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

SOIL 
Black Topsoil ...................................$36 

MULCH 
Black Dyed.......................................$30 
Brown Dyed.....................................$30 
Red Dyed..........................................$32 
Hardwood.........................................$24 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Concrete Sand..................................$50 
3⁄4 Clean Stone..................................$44 
Stone Dust........................................$34 
QP ......................................................$36 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Red Stone .....................................$74 
3⁄4 Red Stone .....................................$70 
3⁄4 Goose Egg ....................................$94 
11/2-3 Goose Egg ...............................$98 
3⁄4 Arctic White.................................$98 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel................$60 
1 Riverbed ........................................$70 
11/2-3 Riverbed..................................$80 
Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Concrete Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Limestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Shovels  
• Rakes 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• Pipe

Polymeric Sand 
Paver Sealer 
Paver Cleaner

LAWN & GARDEN
Grass – Seed 
Fertilizers 
Peat Moss

FREE 
Same Day Delivery 

5-Yards or more

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs

Prices 
per yard
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Registrations for the 2021-2022 
academic year are now being accepted 
• Faith-based environment 
• Early Childhood Program  

Pre K3 & Pre K4 (Full & Half Day) 
• Full Day academically based  

Kindergarten 
• Primary, Elementary,  

and Middle School curriculums  
• Controlled class size 
• Average 16:1 student-teacher ratio  
• 1:1 chrome books for grades 4-8 
• Before and after care programs  

are available daily on site  
• Member of the National Catholic  

Education Association (NCEA) 
• Accredited by the Middle States  

Association Commission  
on Elementary Schools

PLEASE CALL 
(908) 276-9425 

TO SCHEDULE A TOUR 
100 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ 
www.smscranford.com 
E-Mail: saint.michael@verizon.net

CELEBRATING OVER 90 YEARS 
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

CRANFORD KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
ANNUAL GOLF OUTING – SEPT. 17

Cranford Knights of Columbus 
The Cranford Knights of Columbus will hold 

our Annual Golf Outing at Galloping Hill Golf 
Course in Kenilworth, NJ on Friday, September 
17, 2021. The cost is $150.00 per golfer which 
includes golf, golf cart, lunch, refreshments, 
prizes and dinner, with lunch starting at 11:30 
a.m. and a shotgun start at 1:00 p.m. The Golf 
Outing proceeds will benefit our Council 
supported charities and programs. We will also 
be making special donations to the New Jersey 

Veteran’s Network and Cranford Front Line 
Appreciation Group (FLAG for Cranford) in 
recognition of all of the great work both 
organizations have done and are doing in support 
of our Veterans and First Responders during these 
trying times.  

For more information about sponsorships, 
playing or to get involved, please contact John 
Doolan, Past Grand Knight, Lecturer & Golf 
Outing Chair at 908-451-8947 or by email at 
jdoolan@verizon.net.

Dedicated To Helping Veterans 
And Their Families Live Better Lives 
If you are a veteran, or family member,  
in need of assistance or comradeship,  

please contact us at NJVN1775@gmail.com 
or call 973-332-1556.  

Visit online at NJVN.org  
for more information about our services,  

and ways you can make a difference  
in a heroes life.
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VILLAGE INSURANCE AGENCY 
95 Westfield Avenue  •  Clark, NJ  •  732-396-4466 
www.Village-Insurance.com
Auto • Home • Business

We are agents for 26 major companies including 
Progressive, Travelers, CNA, Hanover and NJ Skylands

Aldo Tripicchio 
Serving the Clark community since 1979

To help you prepare for life’s challenges,  
Village Insurance offers a wide range of  
services and products for individuals,  
families and businesses who are seeking  
financial protection and peace of mind. 

We do business the old fashioned way,  
through personal relationships. 90% of our  
business comes from satisfied clients’ referrals.

Save up to 40% by bundling  
auto and home insurance.

Call us for a FREE estimate 
before you renew your insurance.

Continued on page 14Graduation Ceremony 
Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Memorial Field 
 

Valedictorian: Robert Kelly 
Salutatorian: Samuel Sullivan

Emily Bornstad Sophia Boxwell Katharine Bracke Sean Bradford Isabella Brandi Harrison Brown Kimberly BryamHailee Bissell

Joel Beltran Casey Benderoth Patrick Benderoth Brianna Benes Shannon Berry Delaney Bertrand Daniella BesharClint Belliot

Lindsay Anderson Karena 
Andreassen

Michael Anzalone Nathaniel Atwan Daniel Balkan Andrew Baur Amanda BeckleyRandy Amoa

Hannah Adcock Joseph Agnone Abbigail Ahern Angelina 
Albanese

Myles Almonte

Cranford High School Class of 2021
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CRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2021 
Continued from page 13 - Continued on page 15

Rachael Durant River Elbayar Ari Eskinazi Erin Esposito Isabella Estrella Dominic Fallone Colin FarleyShea Dreyer

Alexander 
DeMartino

Aaron Derasmo Jack DeSimone Luke DiGiovanni Kathryn Dolan Ryan Dooley Griffin DowdDennis DeMarino

Sinead Cumiskey Liam 
Cunningham

Alexa Curren Diar Dautaga Sean DeGroat Ryan DeLong Daniel DeMarcoIsabella Costello

Matthew Coleman Kaitlyn Collins Diego Colon Jack Connolly Sydney Connors Kylie Contreras Mary Josephine 
Conway

Joseph Colello

Gabrielle 
Castellano

Aidan Ceravolo Jacob Cermak Jacob Chapman Annabelle Chen Matthew Coates Valery Cobo 
Castro

Jack Cartnick

Layla Campbell Kimberly 
Capozzoli

Erin Caputo Paige Carbone Joseph Carrera Matthew Carrico Zachary CarterNathan Caldwell

Andrew 
Buontempo

Erin Burke Hunter Burke Zachary Burkle Rileigh Burns Caroline Bush Caroline 
Caccavale

Christina Budsock
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CRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2021 
Continued from page 14 - Continued on page 16

Robert Kelly Siobhan Kelly Kevin Keogh Jasonah King-
James

Daniel Klimko Noah Kopla Sheila KrispinTyler Keirstead

Marcus Johnson Gavin Jones Alexa Joy Max Kapetanakis Erin Keady Carolyn Kealey Ashley KeeneNatalie Itzel

Joshua Hunt Luke Infante Daniel Iosso Lasairfhiona 
Iosso

Sarah Iredell Troy Isaksen Carly ItzelChristian Hulse

Mackenna 
Heesters

Morgan Heim Luke Hofmann Maya Hollanek Nina Hollanek Lindsay Hooey Dylan HudackDevin Haughey

Josephine 
Gunther

Dane Hangstrom Amber Haley Tyler Hamblin Maeve Hanlon Sarah Harvan Chloe HasbrouckBrian Gudoski

Harrison 
Gilmartin

James Gluck Andrew Goldfeder Alyssa Gomez Kelly Gonzalez Lena Graven Daniel GrazianoGiulia Gebert

Kurt Fiebiger Leah Filimonczuk Liam Fitzpatrick Amari Folk Ryan Galligan Margaret Garcia Morrigan 
Gardiner

Patrick Feeney
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CRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2021 
Continued from page 15 - Continued on page 17

Syra Molino Sophia Montague Franchesca 
Morales

Gabriella Moreno Philip Morin Lara Mormelo Charbel NamroudErin Miklencic

Alexa Mazura Elizabeth 
McCaffery

Shane McGowan Aidan McMullan Robert 
McNamara

Olivia Merriman Danielle MessinaSavannah Matlosz

Quinn Maroney Elijah Marsh Hannah Marsh Sarah Martin Noureldin Mashal Madison Massa Cameron 
Matheson

Amilia Markase

Christopher 
Mancheno

Ava Manfra Erin Manning Michael Mannix Genevieve 
Marchesi

Mathew Marino Peter MarinoBrienna Malamug

Garrett Lynch Kristina Lynch Brian Macchi Michael Magana Matthew Maggio Tushar Maini Lara 
Maisonneuve

Kayla Lugo

Robert Linder Alexandra Litterio Christopher 
Locastro

Abigail Lore Christopher 
LoGiudice

Michael Logue Julia LoveNicholas Librera

Adam Kutzer James Lacorazza Nicholas Lage Cassandra 
LaMastra

Chloe LaSalle Jack Leahy Giulliana LebronNatalia Kruk
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Benjamin  
Simpson, Lucas

Michael Skalski Daniel Skelton Jacqueline Smith Jewel Sobocinski Sophia Rose 
Pardal

Christopher SorgeChelsie 
Schweikardt

John Russo Robert Salvatore Joseph Santoro Christian 
Savastano

Dominic Savinelli Kathryn 
Scheremeta

Olivia SchindlerSean Ruple

Yasir Rivera Nicolas Rodriguez Peter Roefaro Samantha Romito Lee Rosenthal Ryan Rosenthal Kristof RothAidan Riley

Sam Quinutolo Sophie 
Quisenberry

Nina Randazzo Joseph Ravelo Brendan Reilly Abigail Reynoso Savannah RieraKathleen 
Quinones

Kayleigh Pierce Nicole Pietrucha Dominic Pinto Meghan Pitts Evan Poland Allen Potts II Daniel QuinonesKara Piatkowski

Molly O’Shea Ryan Oliveira Leonardo 
Pacheco

Jordan Panno Ethan Parish Luc Perreault Arjun PetgraveTimothy 
O’Donovan

Amanda Newport Daniel Nicholas John Niemsyk Anthony Noce Patrick Noce Joshua Nudelman Robert O’BrienAaron Nataline

CRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2021 
Continued from page 16 - Continued on page 18
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Grace Wilson Kate Wilson Jake Winn Mairead Young Mateusz Zaremba Nicholas Zingaro Ivan ZuoKirsten Williams

CRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2021 
Continued from page 17

Alyssa Waiser Shane Waleski Liam Walsh Catherine Walter Amber Walters Christian Wilde Derek WilliamsGianni Vivas

Caitlin Turner Lindsey Twaskas Amanda Vath Jessica Vega Tyler Vernick-
Masino

Michael Vetter Jeremiah VincentPatrick Tuohy

Aaron Tolomeo Sophia Tolomeo Julianna Tona Mason Towery Andrew Towne Thomas Treboschi Kai TrombleyElisabeth 
Toddings

Leo Tallon Elena Tantillo Kelly Taylor Sebastian 
Teasdale

Jabarie Thomas-
Nagil

Deirdre Tighe Maya TobolewskiGabriela Tabback

Carly Stopielo Samuel Sullivan Lauren Swandrak Aimee Swisher Emma Szark Kaylee Szekeres Flora SzenasiMatthew Stickles

Shannon Specht Jaime Springer Nolan Spurr Matthew 
St. George

Joseph Stanley Anthony Stevens Robert StevensAriana Sorkin



CRANFORD MONTHLY • Page 19  • August 2021



CRANFORD MONTHLY • Page 20  • August 2021

ST. MICHAEL ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
an abundance of food donations; the Ministry of 
Mothers donated gloves to the Elmora Soup 
Kitchen, gift bags to Raphael’s Life House; 
parishioners donated over 1,500 gifts to our St. 
Nicholas Giving Tree during the Christmas 
Season; a group of our Confirmation candidates 
raised funds for Memorial Sloan Kettering 
through the sale of homemade lollipops, while 
other candidates donated items for blessing bags 
for the mothers at the Mercy House; our Salt & 
Light Ministry cooked & provided 200 
Thanksgiving meals for local seniors, provide a 
monthly dinner donation to the Dudley House, 
donated Christmas Stocking to the Soldiers’ 
Angels Program, monthly they supply lunches to 
St. Joseph’s and cook for the St. Joseph’s Soup 
Kitchen on a bi-monthly basis; the Knights of 

Columbus cooked 500 corned beef dinners to 
raise funds for a local scholarship fund; our Feed 
My Lambs Snack Program has supplied nearly 
4,000 snack bags and 300 weekend bags for 
children in need. 

Blessed by God’s tremendous Grace, this is 
just a glimpse of the outreach that occurs on a 
daily basis here. There are many small, quiet 
gestures of giving that go unnoticed but they all 
create a parish where time, talent and treasure is 
given so selflessly for others. It is indeed a place 
where you see firsthand The Face of Christ. 

This is the third in a series of articles by 
churches of the Cranford Clergy Council. This 
article was written by Patricia Conheeney. 
Photographs also provided by Patricia 
Conheeney.

(above) lockdown stop-drop-go (above) Lunches for St. Joseph's

(above) Knights of Columbus Dinner

(above) Soup Kitchen

Submitted by Skip Winter 
‘Faith in Action’ is a phrase we hear often – 

called to be the compassionate Face of Christ, His 
hands and feet for our most vulnerable brothers 
and sisters in need. This is a guiding principle of 
our parish family at St. Michael’s, this thread is 
woven through the fabric of ministry life here. 
Throughout the pandemic, even during 
lockdown, St. Michael’s found a way to make 
outreach to others work. During those early days 
of lockdown beginning on March 19, 2020, the 
Salt & Light Ministry and the Religious 
Education Department initiated a weekly stop-
drop-go emergency food collection on Miln 
Street, which ran for 15 weeks into the month of 
June. Donations came from everywhere; 
parishioners, residents, schools, businesses and 
other houses of worship – 6-7 carloads of food 
would be dropped off weekly to St. Joseph’s in 
Elizabeth. Also, during lockdown volunteers 
from our Salt & Light Ministry would shop and 
deliver groceries to seniors through a program at 
Catholic Charities – from March 31 – July 15, our 
volunteers made more than 100 trips to the 
grocery store, for seniors in need. 

As day-to-day life begins to find its regular 
rhythm again, here at St. Michael’s outreach 
continues with fervor though our many ministries 
- our Samaritan Ministry supplies on average 70 
loaves of sandwiches to St. Joseph’s every week; 
the Cranford Family Care pantry box is filled on 
a weekly basis; our parish coat drive provided the 
gift of warmth, our Reverse Advent Calendar saw 

House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours 

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016 

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990 

“Family care for newborns through 100”Heart and Soul Senior  
Concierge Services

Heartfelt Help With Life’s Daily Tasks
• Errands 
• Personal Shopping 
• Gift Buying / Wrapping 
• Postal / Packaging Needs 
• Delivery Waiting 
• Light Housekeeping 
• Meal Prep 
• Companionship 

Insured & Bonded 
References Upon Request 

Contact Information: 
Joanne 732-285-2222 
Email heartandsoul0321@gmail.com

Independently Owned 
and Operated serving 
Cranford / Westfield / 
Clark / Garwood Areas
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 
“DECORATE THE CAKE” 

CONTEST WINNERS
Submitted by Teri Kandel 

The Cranford Historical Society would like to 
congratulate the winners of our “Decorate The 
Cake” Contest. The contest was open to all 
Cranford residents in an effort to promote and 
celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Township 
of Cranford. 

Congratulations to the Baginski Family, 
Delilah and Vera and to the Cruikshank Family, 
Juliette and Madeline! We thank you for your 
submissions and we hope you enjoy your gift 
basket! 

If you would like to become a member of the 
Cranford Historical Society our membership 
form can be found on our website, 
cranfordhistoricalsociety.org. 

Happy 150th Anniversary to the Township of 
Cranford!

MARIA HOBBIE 
Nutritionist 

Nutrition Education for Children and Families  
Specializing in: 
• Healthy Eating for proper weight management  
• Specialty diets (Gluten free, Sugar free, Lactose free, etc.) 
• Food allergies and intolerances 

MGH Consulting USA, LLC 
Mghconsultingusa@gmail.com 

(908) 251-3607
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• Financing Available 
• Special Discounts 

• 50% off Sales Tax 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted w y [ t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth 

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232 
www.jacobsonappliances.com

FREE DELIVERY 
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;  
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm; 
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR CRANFORD 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES 

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 8/31/21.

GIRLS SCOUTS OF CRANFORD EARN PRESTIGIOUS GOLD AWARDS
webtoons.com/en/challenge/emma/list?title_no=471819 

All three young women were honored for their achievements at an 
awards ceremony held on June 10 at the Cranford United Methodist 
Church. Mary Grace McNamara of Cranford, Lifetime Girl Scout, served 
as master of ceremonies. Guest speakers were Cranford Mayor Kathleen 
Miller Prunty and Natasha Hemmings, CEO of Girl Scouts Heart of New 
Jersey.  

The Girl Scouts of Cranford boasts over 1,139 Girl Scout Members in 
71 troops and Juliettes making it one of the largest non-profit organizations 
in town. If your family is interested in learning more about local Girl 
Scouts or to find out more information on the Girls Scouts of Cranford, 
please visit cranfordgirlscouts.com.

Submitted by Kerry Rokicki 
Three accomplished young women were recently awarded the most 

prestigious award in Girl Scouts. Julia Love, Amanda Newport and Desirée 
Santos each earned the Gold Award and were honored for their 
achievements by Girl Scouts of Cranford, Service Unit 48. 

“We are extremely proud to honor these young ladies for their hard work 
and years of dedication to our community,” said Elayna Torsone, service 
unit manager for the Girl Scouts of Cranford. “Each of their projects makes 
a positive, lasting impact in our community and they had the extra 
challenge of volunteering during the pandemic. They each showed a 
tremendous level of commitment.” 

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest and most prestigious award 
that Girl Scout Ambassadors and Seniors can earn and stands for excellence 
and leadership. Projects require a minimum of 80 hours of work including 
identifying an issue, investigating it thoroughly, building a team, creating 
a plan, gathering feedback, taking action, and educating and inspiring 
others. 

Julia Love (Girl Scout Troop 40843) saw a need created by the dynamics 
of the “stay-at-home” orders and took action. She noticed how religious 
education programs were affected just like public and private schools. To 
prevent “backslide” and keep younger students engaged, she developed a 
Summer Sundays religious education program at Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church for students in kindergarten through grade 5. She created 
lesson plans and trained peers to lead sessions which provided spiritual 
enrichment. The program can also be turn-keyed at other churches creating 
a sustainable initiative. Julia is also the recipient of the George N. Boulukos 
National Scholarship from the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting. 
She will be attending the University of Pittsburgh in the fall to study special 
education and developmental psychology.  

Amanda Newport (Girl Scout Troop 40480) focused her project on 
raising awareness of the contributions of local veterans. She created a slide 
show celebrating 100 years of the Cranford VFW Post #335. She dedicated 
hours to organizing information on the post’s history and past leaders as 
well as chronicling the contributions the organization has made to the 
Cranford community. She also held workshops to educate younger Girl 
Scouts about the role of the VFW and taught them how to care for the 
American Flag. The project will serve as an important part of the post’s 
historical records and will be accessible for many years to come. Amanda 
will attend the University of New Hampshire in the fall to study zoology.  

Desirée Santos (Girl Scout Troop 40113) used her artistic talents to 
create a webcomic that addresses the challenges often faced by parents of 
LBGTQ youth, something she felt is overlooked in mainstream discussion. 
Desirée earned her award the previous year, but due to the pandemic could 
not be recognized for her achievements in person until recently. In 
September she will be a sophomore at SCAD, The Savannah College of 
Art and Design, where she studies animation, storytelling and illustration. 
The comic is available virtually so it may be easily shared. The link is: 

(above, l-r) Desiree Santos, Julia Love, Amanda Newport

(above, l-r) Girl Scouts of Cranford honored three recent Gold Award 
recipients at an awards ceremony. Pictured are Mayor of Cranford 

Kathleen Miller Prunty, Desiree Santos, Julia Love, Amanda Newport, 
Mary Grace McNamara, and Natasha Hemmings, CEO of Girl Scouts 

Heart of New Jersey.

ALL PIPES 
Plumbing 

Heating and 
Air Conditioning 

Master Plumber Lic. #12951 

Located in 
Cranford, NJ 

Joe Neglio 

908-499-9092 

Bonded & 
Insured 
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HOBBIE & HOBBIE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

EDWARD J. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

908-276-4777 
hobbieandhobbie.com 
fax: 908-709-1663 
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com 

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863 

Celebrating 40 years of service to Cranford

• Estate Administration 
• Will and Trusts 
• Elder Law 
• Real Estate

908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

 
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL 

THEN TAKE 
$300 OFF 

May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

*Some expiration dates apply so don’t delay

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

FREE ESTIMATES 
0% Financing Available

REEL-STRONG can evaluate your heating and cooling needs with  
no obligation, before you purchase equipment that you may not need. 
We are a full service installation and maintenance company. 
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER • RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS 
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS   • NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

 $25 OFF 
ANY SERVICE CALL 
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance. 

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Rheem 
High Efficiency  

Central Air Conditioning

NJ Clean Energy Program*  
Incentive for the Purchase  

of High Efficiency Heat and AC

ASK US ABOUT OUR  
GREAT WARRANTEES! 

*Some model restrictions may apply.

Keep your cool this summer 
with Reel Strong

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

Visit us on

Serving Union County 
for 96 years!

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 8/31/21.

The Cranford Area Chamber of Commerce 
will hold its Pride in Cranford Awards Dinner on 
October 14, 2021 at the Cranford Dramatic Club 
Theatre. 

As in prior years, the nominations are made 
by the public. If you know of a friend, neighbor 
or organization who you feel should be 
acknowledged for making Cranford a better 
community through their volunteer efforts, 
please submit their names to the Chamber before 
Friday, August 20, 2021. 

There are 2 categories for nominations: 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD: 

for an individual, group or organization that 
has helped make Cranford a better community 
through its volunteer efforts. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AWARD:  

for a business or individual who has 
developed or remodeled its exterior commercial 
property within the last 5 years, consistent with 
Cranford’s guidelines.  

The nomination forms will be available at the 
following locations: 

- Cougar Headquarters: 415 Centennial Ave.  
- Yumpanadas – 101 Miln St.  
Online - CranfordAreaChamber.com 
Forms should be completed and emailed to  
CranfordAreaChamber@gmail.com.  
Questions?  
Please call Gina Tipton, 908.272.6114.

PRIDE IN CRANFORD AWARDS 
SEEKING NOMINATIONS
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WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 8/31/21.

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

CRANFORD POLICE DEPLOYS UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEM PROGRAM 
Submitted by D/Lt. Matthew R. Nazzaro

Cranford Police Department began deploying 
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS/s) for the 
purpose of improving public safety and 
expanding first responders’ situational awareness 
at critical events, fire scenes, missing persons 
responses, traffic crash investigations, pedestrian 
safety issues, and timely damage assessments 
after natural weather events.  

In February of 2021, the Cranford Police 
Department worked in conjunction with senior 
management at Conrail which operates and 
manages the freight rail line that extends along 
the southern portion of the township. Citing 
concerns about the police department’s 
accessibility to the tracks during calls for service 
about trespassers and high-tension power line 
issues, the Cranford Police Department and 
Conrail collaborated to discuss effective 
strategies to aid in emergency responses in these 
immediately-unreachable areas – which includes 
property abutting the Garden State Parkway, 
residential neighborhoods, an industrial business 
district, and the Rahway River. Conrail 
recognized this gap and also saw value in 
providing the Township of Cranford with a tool 
that could supplement public safety operations. 
The UAS/s has a powerful on-board camera that 
streams HD video back to the operator who in 
turn can immediately communicate critical, 
timely information with emergency personnel in 
the field. Because of Conrail’s support and the 
Township Committee’s approval, Cranford’s 

UAS/s Unit was established and supplied with 
the necessary equipment and training to ensure 
its successful implementation and operation.  

The Cranford Police Department designated 4 
officers as UAS pilots who received wide-
ranging training and passed federal testing 
requirements to safely, effectively and legally 
operate newly-deployed UAS/s. This training 
includes receiving a Part 107 Remote Pilot 
Certification issued by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA). Additionally, the 
Cranford Police Department has secured a 
Certificate of Waiver and Authorization by the 
FAA allowing public safety operations of the 
UAS program. Captain Guy Patterson currently 
serves as the Commander of the UAS/s Team.  

“The purpose of the UAS/s program is to 
provide our officers and our emergency response 
partners with the necessary vantage point to 
assess, monitor, inspect, and assist in critical 
incidents or special events in our community,” 
Chief Ryan J. Greco said. The Cranford Police 
Department’s UAS/s program and all UAS/s 
operators shall be responsible for annual training, 
certification, deployment documentation and 
strict management oversight to ensure proper 
deployment practices. In addition to benefiting 
the Cranford Police Department, the opportunity 
to deploy UAS/s will serve the ever-changing, 
wide-ranging utility needs of other municipal 
departments in Cranford that require access to 
such technology.

Beginning on July 2, 2021 during Cranford’s 
Independence Day Celebration at Nomahegan 
Park, the Cranford Police Department combined 
cutting edge technology and extensive training to 
deploy equipment that enhances first responders’ 
ability to respond to major events and 
emergencies in Cranford. With the support of the 
Cranford Township Committee and a partnership 
with Conrail (Consolidated Rail Corporation), the 

CRANFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT LOGO CONTEST
The Cranford Police Department Community 

Outreach Unit is hosting a youth art competition 
to help create a new logo design for the Cranford 
Police Department. Eligible participants - 
Cranford residents between the ages of 7 and 17 
years old - can submit their creative logo designs 
that may be displayed on t-shirts and possibly 
other advertising material for the Cranford Police 
Department. Winners' art will be showcased on 
CPD’s social medial pages.  

The winners’ design will be printed on t-shirts 
sold at Cougar Headquarters. The winner will 
receive a complimentary t-shirt and a gift card to 
a Cranford restaurant or store of their choosing. 
Profits from all shirts sold will be donated to 
Cranford Family Care. 

GUIDELINES: 
1. Logos must be original artwork of the 

submitter 
2. Logo must not use more than 4 colors 
3. Logos must show inspiration of 3 key words: 
"Integrity", "Community", & "Honor" 
4. Logos may be larger but no smaller than 

5”x5” 
Submissions are due on or before August 6th, 

2021 by 4 p.m. Submissions can be emailed to 
police@cranfordnj.org or dropped off at the 
Cranford Police Department addressed to 
"Community Outreach".  As part of the contest, 
art submissions sent to the Cranford Police 
Department or Cougar Headquarters shall 
become the property of the Cranford Police 
Department upon entry and may be used in future 
social media platforms. Any questions about the 
contest may be directed to the Community 
Outreach Unit at 908-272-8989 or 908-709-4313. 

FLASHING PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING SIGNS

Township of Cranford 
In the ongoing effort to make streets safer for 

pedestrians, young and elderly, the Police 
Department will continue installation of flashing 
pedestrian crossing signs. 

As of July 17, 19 signs have been installed at 
18 locations. This does not include other warning 
signs and pedestrian safety signs throughout 
town. There are 7 additional locations, based on 
pedestrian volume and crash statistics, that are 
awaiting installation.   

Deputy Mayor Brian Andrews, liaison to the 
Pedestrian and Bike Safety Committee, and 
Anthony Durante, chair, commend the Police 
Department’s efforts to make streets safer and 
easier to cross. There is always more work to do 
but this is an excellent start.
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PLUMBING 
& HEATING

LOADED DOWN WITH PLUMBING, HEATING 
OR CLOGGING DRAIN PROBLEMS?

Call Today 908-925-7007 
www.plumbingheatingnj.com 

Linden, NJ - NJ License No. 12493 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

18 month 
Financing Available 

0% Interest

hhhhh 
4.9 stars on Google

Not to be combined. Coupons expire 12/31/2021

$50 
OFF

ANY WATER HEATER  
OR  
BOILER REPLACEMENT

$50 
OFF

ANY  
HYDROJETTING  
DRAIN CLEANING 

$25 
OFF

ANY  
WORK  
PREFORMED

Today’s Solution to 
Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

$50 OFF 
TANK SWEEPS 
WITH THIS AD  REGULARLY $250 
 
• Underground Oil Tank  

Removal 
• Above Ground Oil Tank  

Removal 
• Septic Tank Removal 

LITERACY NEW JERSEY CELEBRATION HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS
pandemic, students achieved over 50+ 
instructional hours during the course of the year 
and were awarded certificates and pins for their 
achievement and dedication to learning English. 
Quite a few students achieved over 100 hours of 
instruction in the program.  

Lauren Sergeant, Program Coordinator, said “I 
am impressed with the tenacity and adaptability 
shown by both students and tutors to continue 
learning and working towards achieving their 
goals, despite the challenges we faced over the 
last year. I am delighted that so many students 
benefit from our program due to the dedication 
of our volunteer tutors and our ability to expand 
our class schedule despite the pandemic.”  

Literacy New Jersey generally provides 
daytime and evening classes at libraries 
throughout Middlesex County. In September, 
Literacy NJ is looking forward to resuming in 
person instruction and will continue some online 
classes. In addition to English classes for 
immigrants, Literacy NJ offers GED prep 
classes, citizenship classes, computer skills 
classes for ESL students, and support for adults 
who struggle with reading and writing.  

Online and in person classes are planned for 

On June 23 over 140 students and volunteer 
tutors came together via Zoom to celebrate a 
year of commitment and success in learning 
English. Literacy New Jersey’s English as a 
Second Language (ESL) program provides free 
classes to adults who want to improve their 
language skills in order to find jobs, help their 
children in school, and become more involved in 
the community. Featured speakers at the event 
were: Tom Ganley of Cranford who volunteered 
with Literacy New Jersey beginning in January 
2020 and has earned over 207 hours of distance 
learning with his ESL students this year; and 
Mitch Grossman of Metuchen, a new volunteer 
tutor to Literacy New Jersey who experienced 
distance learning with ESL students for the first 
time. 

Due to COVID-19, all classes were held 
online this year. Our volunteer tutors learned 
new technology skills and reinvented their 
lesson plans to accommodate online learning. 
Through the generosity of a donor, Literacy 
New Jersey was able to provide tablets to 
students who did not have a device and who 
would otherwise not be able to attend online 
classes. Despite the challenges presented by the 

September 2021. For more information about 
the Literacy New Jersey program, or becoming 
a volunteer tutor, please contact Lauren 
Sergeant, Program Coordinator at 908-906-
5456 or lsergeant@literacynj.org or visit the 
website at literacynj.org/middlesex-county.

“TRANSIT TO TRAILS” APP OFFERS 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS TO PARKS

map, users will be able to search for their 
prospective destinations by park name or view a 
virtual map of the state with different park 
locations. Each destination has clickable access 
points comprised of park entranceways, parking 
lots or meeting areas. Service options for each of 
these individual areas, managing agency 
information and directions will be accessible 
from a pop up that appears at each access point. 

The ease and convenience of being able to 
efficiently plan for leisurely visits to outdoor 
recreation and community destinations 
encourages residents and visitors to utilize 

available public transportation as opposed to their 
personal vehicles when planning a trip. NJ 
Transit’s “Transit to Trails” application planning 
tool will help decrease road congestion, help the 
environment and ensure equitable access to New 
Jersey’s parks for those who depend on public 
transportation for all their travel needs. 

For more information on NJ Transit to Trails 
please visit njtransit.com/trails.

NJ Transit recently launched its “Transit to 
Trails” initiative, an interactive and user-friendly 
web application that easily identifies great parks 
and green spaces in New Jersey that are 
accessible by public transportation. 

The "Transit to Trails" website, found at 
njtransit.com/trails, has links to NJ Transit 
service details and park information for 62 
national, state and county parks throughout New 
Jersey. Results will feature bus, rail and light rail 
options within two miles of the desired park 
throughout all 21 New Jersey counties. 

While using NJ Transit’s “Transit to Trails” 
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Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 135,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
21 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$35 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Advertise  
in 1 or all  
21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 

Call today for FREE consult on marketing and business plans.

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Register Online  
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

FALL CLASS REGISTRATION 
GOING ON NOW

Discovery 
Child Care 

----- 
Diamond  

Gymnastics  
Academy 

----- 
Cranford 

After Care

(908) 272-3500

• Private Lessons 
• Birthday Parties

• Beginner thru Advanced Classes 
• Pre-School Gymnastics 
• Cheer Tumbling

Following 
All Health 
& Safety  

Guidelines
One Commerce Drive Cranford, NJ 07016

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Asphalt Works 
• Driveways 
• Parking Areas 
• Sealing 
• Resurfacing 
• Curbing 
• Snow Plowing 
• Dump Truck  

& Backhoe Rental 
• Paving Machine

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Brian Hirth 
908-687-0614 
908-789-9508

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

Lic. # 
13VH06601300

• Houses 
• Decks 
• Roofs 
• Patios 
• Driveways 
• Fences 
• Siding 
• Gutters 
• And More

Call, text or email today 
for a free estimate and ask about 

our SPRING CLEANING special! 

(732) 596-7525 
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com

BACKPACKS FOR LIFE FIFTH 
ANNUAL GOLF OUTING FUNDRAISER

The event continues with a round of 18 holes as 
well as on course activities.  

“Each yeah we try to bring something new 
and exciting from within our veteran community 
for others to experience. With the veteran owned 
business brunch and our cocktail reception, 
we’re able to highlight incredible veteran owned 
small businesses and help them after what was a 
challenging year for all. It’s an honor to share 
the stories of successful veteran entrepreneurs,” 
said Alexa Modero, Executive Director, 
Backpacks For Life. 

The evening concludes with a cocktail hour 
reception sponsored by Bond Street Mortgage. 
This portion of the event is open to the public, 
golfers and nongolfers alike. The reception 
features food and beverage, a silent auction and 
guest speaker, US Navy SEAL veteran, Anthony 
Page.  

For all event details, tickets and registration, 
visit backpacksforlife.org/golf.  

Backpacks For Life is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization that serves the homeless and at-risk 
veteran community. By regularly distributing 
backpacks filled with essentials to Veterans on 
the streets and providing mentorship to at-risk 
Veterans and their families, Backpacks For Life 
aims to bridge the gap between Veterans and the 
resources available to them. 

On September 20, 2021, Backpacks For Life 
will be hosting their Fifth Annual Golf Outing 
in Wayne, NJ. The golf outing is one of 
Backpacks For Life’s tentpole fundraiser events 
that occurs annually in an effort to spread 
awareness about veteran homelessness and their 
mission to serve the veteran community. Last 
year’s event was cancelled after a handful of 
rescheduling attempts due to COVID-19. The 
outing is presented by the founding sponsors of 
the event, three local New Jersey businesses, 
Biltmore Tuxedos, Sal Lauretta for Men and 
DSM.  

“While it was a disappointment to cancel the 
event last year, we knew it was the right call. 
This year, we’re excited to get back out there, 
bring the community together and have a great 
day in support of the veterans we serve. Our 
event has a lot to offer so whether someone is a 
golfer or not, they can participate in some 
capacity,” said Sgt. Brett D’Alessandro, 
President, Backpacks For Life . 

The outing will be held at one of New Jersey's 
premiere golf courses, North Jersey Country 
Club located in Wayne, NJ. The event kicks off 
with the veteran owned business brunch 
featuring a variety of local veteran owned 
businesses including The Mobile Cigar Lounge, 
Backward Flag Brewing and Black 6 Coffee. 

IMAGINE SEEKS 
VOLUNTEERS

Imagine provides free peer grief support 
groups for children ages 3-18 who have 
experienced the death of a parent or sibling. 
Concurrent English and Spanish speaking adult 
groups are available for the parents or caregivers 
of the youth who attend Imagine. We also offer 
support groups for young adults ages 18-30. All 
groups are held either in-person or virtually. 

Support groups are facilitated by trained adult 
volunteers who attend a three-day training 
totaling 24 hours, as well as regular continuing 
education. Volunteers come from all walks of life 
and no special background is required other than 
a willingness to listen, a heart inclined to serve, 
and the ability to be with children and adults in 
pain without trying to fix, solve or give advice. 
No prior experience is necessary. Volunteers must 
be 21 years or older. Volunteers serve as 
companions and loving listeners for those who 
are grieving. 

"In order to continue to grow our English and 
Spanish speaking programs, we need to 
constantly train new volunteer facilitators," said 
Veronica Ortiz, Imagine Program Manager. 

Imagine is offering a training class that will 
take place virtually from August 27-29. For more 
information, please contact Imagine Training 
Manager, Jamie Saltamachia at 
jamie@imaginenj.org, 908-264-3100.
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SHOP FROM HOME 
Visit our website: 

MaranoSonsAuto.com 

Search over 135 vehicles 
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /  
Body type / Engine specs / etc. 
 
Featuring Online Purchasing. 
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles. 
 
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only. 
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations: 
 
 

Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Like us on 
Facebook!!!

Credit problems? 
Call us to get you approved!

SUV & Trucks 
507-13 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-1551 
Fax 908-789-2744

Cars & Specialty Vehicles 
150 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-0555 
Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!


