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(above) The Hon. Zahid N. Quarishi attended the June 15th Township Council meeting
to receive a proclamation and a hearty round of applause.
Photo by Township of Scotch Plains
The Hon. Zahid N. Quarishi, a 1993 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and a talented soccer player
for championship high school teams, has been named the
first Muslim American federal district court judge in the
United States.
In response, the Township Council adopted a resolution
that commends Judge Quarishi for his tremendous
accomplishment and service to the United States.
Judge Quarishi is s 2000 graduate of Rutgers Law School
in Newark, served in the United States Army Judge
Advocate General's Corps, attaining the rank of captain,
before being honorably discharged in 2007. During this
time, Judge Quraishi was stationed in Germany, assigned to
the First Infantry Division, and deployed twice to Iraq in

support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, both in 2004 and 2006.
He served as United States Magistrate Judge for the District
of New Jersey in the Trenton Vicinage, appointed June 3,
2019. Of Pakistani descent, he was the first Asian-American
to sit on the federal bench in New Jersey. On March 30, 2021,
President Joe Biden announced his intent to nominate Judge
Quraishi to serve as a United States District Judge of the
United States District Court for the District of New Jersey.
The Senate confirmed him June 10 by a vote of 81-16.
“We commend Judge Quraishi for his tremendous service
to the United States of America and serving as a shining
example for the youth of Scotch Plains,” Mayor Losardo said.
“He is truly a role model for all in our community to celebrate
and emulate.”
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Scotch Plains Monthly is published by Renna
Media. 9,500 newspapers are printed monthly
and mailed to every business and resident in
Scotch Plains.
Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
© 2021 Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media LLC.

PROMOTE YOUR
COMMUNITY EVENT
Community service
organizations, schools
and sports teams are
encouraged to submit news of
upcoming events or highlights
and photos from recent events.

Organizations who are
interested in submitting
content, please
email editor@
rennamedia.com
or call 908-858-4012
Scotch Plains Monthly
is online at
www.rennamedia.com
like us on
facebook.com/
Scotch Plains Monthly

Advertise in this
newspaper
9,500 papers
are printed
monthly
and mailed
to every
household
and business
in
Scotch Plains.

Reserve space in the next issue.
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

RAKE & HOE DECORATES
TRAYS FOR MOBILE MEALS

Submitted by Betty Round
Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club
recently met at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield where Mobile Meals originates and
made 55 small floral arrangements to accompany
the Mobile Meals delivered that day.
These colorful small arrangements are much
appreciated by the clients who look forward to
receiving them. One recipient told the club that
she placed the arrangement on her kitchen
windowsill and when she saw the arrangement
every day it brought her happiness and made her
realize that she was not alone and that others
think of her and care. The club has performed this
service twice a year in the Spring and the Fall for
almost 50 years.
Mobile Meals is a voluntary, non-profit
program that provides home-delivered meals to

those who are unable to shop and prepare their
own meals on either a temporary or permanent
basis. It is available to residents of Westfield and
surrounding
communities
including
Mountainside, Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Clark,
and Cranford. For more information, call
908-233-6146.
The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is affiliated
with the Garden Club of New Jersey and the
National Garden Clubs, Inc. Currently, the club
meets online on the second Wednesday of the
month at 12:00 p.m. Meetings feature speakers
on horticultural, flower design, floral crafts, and
environmental topics. Membership is open to
residents of Westfield and surrounding towns.
For more information, call Beth Siano
908-233 4150 or visit the club’s website,
rakeandhoegc.org, or Facebook page.

(above, l-r) Pictured are Mary Smith, Kris Luka, Kathyrn Ciurczak, Margot Partridge,
Gayle Lechner, Donna Hopkins, Mary Fran Annese, Jeanie Pelikan and Betty Gulino.

Are you ready
to take your
mask off?
CALL TODAY
FOR CLEANINGS,
TOOTH WHITENING,
AND OTHER
COSMETIC PROCEDURES*
*Additional treatment
may be necessary prior
to cosmetic procedures

uarq
Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director

908-322-7800

567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com
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LIONS CLUB GRANTS
SCHOLARSHIP
TO VALDON DANIEL III
Submitted by Jerry Kirshenbaum
Valdon Daniel III, a resident of Scotch Plains
and a June graduate of Scotch Plains- Fanwood
High School, was recently awarded the
Grausso/Bendel Memorial Scholarship from the
Scotch Plains Lions Club. The Scholarship is in
memory of two former leaders of the Scotch
Plains Lions Club, Norm Bendel and Tony
Grausso.
This scholarship is awarded annually to a
college-bound Scotch Plains- Fanwood High
School senior. Preference is given to students
who have demonstrated involvement in
community service, especially those causes
dedicated to the blind and visually impaired.
The Lions Club is the World’s largest and most
active service organization. It has more than 1.4
million members active in more than 43,000
Lions chapters around the world. They are
dedicated to meeting a variety of their
community’s needs with the association’s major
service initiative being serving the blind and
visually impaired.
Valdon has participated in many community
service activities. He was a co-leader of a prison
ministry at a juvenile detention center in Newark
where he inspired the youth there with practical
tools to better their lives. He is also involved in
iDance Ministry and uses these skills to volunteer
at boys’ and girls’ clubs, nursing homes, and to
train children for the Special Olympics.
Valdon will be attending Morgan State
University in the fall majoring in video game
design (game and interactive media).
For more information on the Scotch Plains
Lions Club or to attend a meeting, call the club’s
president Barbara Anilo at 908-322-4472. The
Scotch Plains Lions Club welcomes new
members.

(above) Valdon Daniel III was recently
awarded the Grausso/Bendel Memorial
Scholarship from the Scotch Plains Lions Club.

Northeast
Spine&
Wellness
Center

1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066
www.nespinecenter.com
Call 732-827-0800
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!
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LEADERS MOVE FORWARD WITH RACIAL HEALING STRATEGY
Submitted by Tom Kranz
A community-wide effort to further a dialogue
on combating racism has resulted in an action
plan now being carried out across the FanwoodScotch Plains community by groups of concerned
elected and community leaders. This action plan
addresses ongoing concerns about bias,
especially in the areas of policing and education.
This forward movement is the result of an
almost year-long listening tour during 2020,
culminating in a report that codifies the concerns
of citizens, students and community leaders. The
report, listening tour and the ongoing discussions
are conducted under the Truth, Racial Healing
and Transformation (TRHT) model, a national
project funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation
and others. Our local Fanwood-Scotch Plains
TRHT Committee is engaged with consultants
and trainers from Rutgers University-Newark in
implementation of the TRHT framework.
Recent incidents of racial bias in our schools
and elsewhere in the community prompted our
own non-profit group, Social Justice Matters, to
recommend the TRHT model.
“This important work is being done by a
grassroots committee made up of our neighbors
and leaders who are heavily invested in our
towns,” said Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.
The Committee's report focuses on these main
conclusions:
• Top issues are policing and education
• Minority parents see their children facing the
same challenges at school and in the
community that they experienced in their
youth
• Emphasize racial healing, improved
consistency in delivery of a diverse
curriculum and staffing in schools
• Improve communication with police
• Build improved race relations in general
Since the presentation of the Committee's
report in late 2020, the following actions have
been taken:
• The SPF School District is implementing antibias training for administrators and educators
• The Fanwood Police Department has a more

diverse roster and is currently undergoing a
review of its policing policies and command
hierarchy
• Fanwood and Scotch Plains leadership have
pledged to broaden the scope of their cultural
offerings
• Subcommittees composed of members of our
local TRHT Committee are currently
discussing these and other topics of concern
towards presenting action plans
Superintendent of SPF schools, Dr. Joan Mast
said, “We need to ensure all children and families
have the same benefit of our excellent school
system. We’re committed to sustainable change
in equity, curriculum, diversity and inclusion.
This is the time for us to capitalize on this
moment as a unified community.”
The Committee also learned people love this
community and are willing to work to improve

it. Residents of color wish to stay within the
community and engage their children in
activities. Connections are important – residents
want to get to know their police.
Scotch Plains Mayor Joshua G. Losardo
remarked, “I encourage members of both
communities to contact Social Justice Matters
and participate in upcoming programs. The more
candid conversations we have with our neighbors
of different backgrounds and experiences, the
more we continue to learn from one another and
create better understanding. I appreciate this
important partnership with Fanwood, as we
continue to proactively work together to improve
racial equity.”
If you are interested in getting involved in this
work, please contact Social Justice Matters by
emailing president@socialjustciematters.org or
admin@socialjusticematters.org.
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION

908-361-6372
1-800-650-0968

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS
SIDING

Family
Owned &
Operated For
17 Years

Save $900

• All Work Guaranteed
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• 20% Senior Discount
• Major Credit Cards
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 7/31/21.

You Home Improvement Connection

GUTTERS

MASONRY
STEPS

July Special
COMPLETE SET OF STEPS
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete

$2,800

With this ad. Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Expires July 31, 2021

FOUNDATIONS

FOUNDATION
• NEW
FUNDATIONS
• REPAIRS
• WATERPROOFING

MASONRY
• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK & BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

ROOFING
BEFORE

AFTER

Special!CHIMNEY LINER
$1,300

Why Should I Use A
Chimney Lining System?
• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles
• Protect the masonry from
the corrosive by products
of combustion
• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
efficiency of appliance

Easy &
Effective
Cleaning

Long Term Preservation

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires July 31, 2021

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

GUTTERS
• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

Carbon Monoxide
is invisible,
odorless,
and can kill you!

$400
OFF
ANY FOUNDATION JOB
OF $2000 OR MORE
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 7/31/21.

Save
$900
ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 7/31/21.

$150
GUTTERS CLEANING
(Any Average House)

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7/31/21.

$200 OFF

ANY ROOF REPAIR
of $1,000 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7/31/21.

$200 OFF
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
of $800 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7/31/21.
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LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS BRING
SPECIAL OLYMPICS TORCH THROUGH TOWN
Fanwood and Scotch Plains police officers
took part in this year’s Special Olympics Torch
Run, a statewide, daylong marathon along 26
separate routes, involving 3,000 New Jersey law
enforcement officers. The annual event raises
funds and awareness for the Special Olympics.

This year’s route took officers through
downtown Fanwood along South and Martine
Avenues, then into Scotch Plains up Park
Avenue to Front and Terrill where they handed
off the torch to the next group. Well done,
officers!
Photos by Tom Kranz

Deal directly with the owner operator
for personal service and accountablility.

Visit our website to read
reviews from you neighbors

908-432-7081
ajproroofers.com

ROOFING

A+ Rating
(above) Father and son, Al and Chris,
are on every job site since 2004.

100% FINANCING AVAIABLE

SIDING
GUTTERS

Fully Insured • NJ License #: 13VH03110900
•
•
•
•

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FOR
FREE ESTIMATE 908-432-7081
AJPROROOFERS@GMAIL.COM

Windows
Painting
Powerwashing
All types of
Home Improvement

Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 9 • July 2021

Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 10 • July 2021

CINAS CLEANING SERVICE
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Basic & Deep Cleaning
• Mop/Sweep/Vacuum
• Change Linens
• Baseboards

• Dusting
• Bathrooms
• Dishes
• Much More!!!

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

908-267-8280

SENIOR CITIZENS
PICNIC
Dozens of Scotch Plains' senior citizens
enjoyed the beautiful weather and a picnic at
Brookside Park on Thursday, May 27th. It was
the first big event that the seniors got to enjoy
together post-pandemic and the outdoor pavilion
was the perfect venue for it. Township officials
came out to show their support and offered a
lending hand throughout the event.
Photos by Scotch Plains Township
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908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm • Sunday: Closed • July 3rd – Saturday, 7:30 am - 2 p.m. • July 5th – Monday, Closed

We accommodate the trade as well as the
do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.

5-Yards or more

Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat Moss
Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

Prices
per yard

Black Topsoil ...................................$36

MULCH
Black Dyed.......................................$30
Brown Dyed.....................................$30
Red Dyed..........................................$32
Hardwood.........................................$24

FREE
Same Day Delivery
LAWN & GARDEN

SOIL

HARDSCAPE

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS

Concrete Sand..................................$50
• Cement
3⁄4 Clean Stone..................................$44
• Concrete Block
Stone Dust........................................$34
• Belgium Block
QP ......................................................$36
• Curbing
DECORATIVE STONE
• Limestone Treads
3⁄8 Red Stone .....................................$74
• Diamond Blades
3⁄4 Red Stone .....................................$70
TOOLS
3⁄4 Goose Egg ....................................$94
• Mason Tools
11/2-3 Goose Egg ...............................$98
• Shovels
3⁄4 Arctic White .................................$98
• Rakes
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel................$60
DRAINAGE
1 Riverbed ........................................$70
• Catch Basins
11/2-3 Riverbed..................................$80
• Pipe
Prices subject to change without notice.

Largest Display of
Cambridge Pavers
in Union County
Waterfalls • Fireplaces
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways
• Patios • Curbs
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PAT KEEFE JOINS IMAGINE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Submitted by Valerie Stierhoff
We are so pleased to welcome Pat Keefe of
Scotch Plains to the Board of Trustees at Imagine,
A Center for Coping with Loss in Mountainside
and Newark.
Pat joined Elizabethtown Gas Company in
March of 1980 as a Staff Attorney in the Legal
Department responsible for Rate and Regulatory
matters. She was elected General Counsel of
Elizabethtown in 1985 and served in various
positions within the utility, ultimately serving as
the Vice President of Regulatory Affairs, General
Counsel and Secretary of the utility group and a
member of its board of directors. She joined the
Regulatory team of AGL Resources in 2004 and
was responsible for regulatory matters in New
Jersey, Maryland and Virginia. She was named
the Managing Director of Regulatory Affairs for
the Mid-Atlantic Region in 2011 and was elected
Vice President Regulatory Affairs and Business
Support for Elizabethtown Gas and Elkton Gas
in September 2014. In July of 2016, AGL
Resources was acquired by the Southern
Company and she assumed the same role within
that organization, as well as responsibility for
regulatory compliance with all terms and
conditions of the acquisition by the New Jersey,
Maryland and Virginia regulatory bodies. She
retired in January of 2019.
Pat has extensive experience in all aspects of
utility regulation and ratemaking, having served
as lead counsel in numerous base rate cases, rate
clause
filings,
franchise
applications,
infrastructure replacement proceedings, energy
efficiency matters, utility management audits, as
well as merger and acquisition approvals.
Pat graduated with general honors from
Douglass College for Women of Rutgers
University in 1972 and with honors from Seton

(above) Imagine, A Center for Coping with
Loss welcomed Pat Keefe of Scotch Plains to
the Board of Trustees.

Hall University Law Center in 1975. She was
employed by the New Jersey Public Utility
Commission as a hearing examiner and
regulatory officer prior to joining Elizabethtown
Gas Company in 1980.
She served as Chair of the New Jersey Utility
Association’s Board of Directors and was the first
woman to serve in that capacity in the 100 year
history of the organization. She was also the first
woman to chair the Utility Law Section of the
New Jersey State Bar Association. She is a
member of the New Jersey Bar and is admitted
to practice before the U.S. District Court for New
Jersey and the United States Supreme Court. Pat
was named to the Top 50 Women in Business by
the New Jersey Biz magazine in 2012 and
received the 2017 Mary Philbrook Award of the
Women’s Political Caucus of New Jersey for her
work in the energy field. In 2019, she received

the New Jersey Utility Association’s
Distinguished Service Award for her leadership
and commitment to the industry.
She resides in Scotch Plains and has two adult
daughters and two granddaughters.
When asked about her reasons for joining
Imagine’s Board, Pat said: “My mother died
when I was a very young child after a long battle
with cancer. Her death left a huge void in our
family. Imagine’s promise that no child should
grieve alone touches me deeply.”
Imagine offers grief and loss education and
training to the community and free year-round
grief support groups for children ages 3-18 who
have had a parent or brother or sister die.
Concurrent groups are available for parents and
guardians, and young adults 18-30. For more
information please contact Imagine at
908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.
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RICHARD HERNANDEZ, RECEIVES STUDENT EXCELLENCE AWARD
Literacy New Jersey
Literacy New Jersey recently held its annual
Literacy for Life Conference, a virtual conference
for adult literacy practitioners. During the
conference, Richard Hernandez received the
Student Excellence Award from among more
than 1,000 Literacy New Jersey students.
Program Director Barbara Bagger of Westfield
said: “Richard is an outstanding choice for our
Student Excellence Award. He is a model student
and earned his high school diploma in record
time. He aspires to attend college and join his
brother’s software business. He inspires other
students to achieve their goals. We are very proud
of Richard. I know that this is just the beginning
for Richard.”
Richard Hernandez came to Literacy New
Jersey in September 2020 during the height of the
pandemic. While many HSE students were
discouraged from attending online classes and

using unfamiliar computer technology, and faced
with closed test centers, Richard persevered.
Richard has lived in Elizabeth, New Jersey all of
his life. He had trouble in high school because of
test anxiety and accordingly did not earn his high
school diploma. However, at 27, Richard made
the decision to earn his high school diploma and
called Literacy New Jersey to sign up for classes.
Within 3 short months, Richard was a high school
graduate.
His tutor, Vivian Saito, a Literacy New Jersey
tutor from Westfield, describes Richard: “From
the get-go Richard Hernandez was a ‘go-getter’;
He was determined to earn his HSE diploma
within the term allotted to do so.
“Even while taking care of family obligations,
Richard made time to study his lessons and
complete all practice tests for class each week. I
knew Richard was bound for success in earning
his diploma after reading his initial writing essay

(His was the first in the class to be submitted.).
Richard's essay was like reading a page from a
book and I told him so…Thank you, Richard, for
allowing this tutor to feel my time spent has been
so worthwhile with Literacy New Jersey and with
students like you.”
Math tutor Peggy Tung, a Literacy New Jersey
tutor from Berkeley Heights added, “Richard has
all the qualities that make every student a
success. It can be summed up in three words:
goal-setting, conscientiousness and hard-work.
“First, he set his goal, in this case, to get his
HSE certificate. Then, he meticulously did
everything he could to reach that goal. He
understood that ‘practice makes perfect’ was a
necessary condition for learning math. As a
result, he made every effort to attend all classes
while meeting family obligations. He was
attentive in all classes, trying to understand the
subject at hand and asking questions for
clarification. He did all the homework assigned
to the students, which required tenacious pursuit.
Last but not least, to prepare for the test he did
all sample tests in the TASC system and the extra
review problems until he mastered them. His hard
work paid off. He passed the math test in his first
attempt, a reward for and a testament to his
sustained and concentrated effort. As a math
tutor, I cannot ask for more from a student than
what Richard has been doing. His methodical
approach to reaching his goal was exemplary. It
has been a complete privilege to have the
opportunity to be his tutor and to help him
accomplish success. It is without a doubt that
Richard will continue to complete whatever goal
he sets for himself in his life.”
Literacy New Jersey is a non-profit
organization that helps adult students who
struggle with reading, writing and speaking
English. Programs include: English as a Second
Language, Basic Literacy, High School
Equivalency, Digital Literacy and citizenship
classes. Classes are free to students and because
of the pandemic, all classes are currently held
online. Literacy New Jersey gratefully received
support from the Westfield United Fund, the
Westfield Foundation and the Elizabeth Public
Library. If you would like to volunteer with
Literacy New Jersey, you must be 18 years old
and speak English. For more information, contact
Barbara Bagger, Program Director at
bbagger@literacynj.org.

(above) Richard Hernandez received the
Student Excellence Award from Literacy New
Jersey at its Literacy for Life Conference.
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FANWOOD SUMMER
MOVIE SERIES
Fanwood Recreation announces the return of
its Free Summer Movie Series Under the Stars to
La Grande Park! The probable schedule is:
JUNE 29:

Aladdin (2019) PG
JULY 6:

Monsters Inc. (2001) G
JULY 13:

Frozen II (2019) PG
JULY 20:

Jumanji: The Next Level (2019) PG-13
JULY 27:

The Croods: A New Age (2020) PG
AUG. 3:

Toy Story 4 (2019) G
AUG. 10:

Mamma Mia! (2008) PG-13
AUG. 17:

Guardians of the Galaxy (2014) PG-13
All movies are scheduled for Tuesday
evenings, and will initially begin around 8:30
PM. As the summer progresses and the days get
shorter the start time will gradually move up to 8
PM. The rain date for each movie is the following
day. Moviegoers should bring blankets or low
beach chairs to sit on.

TOWN HALL IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Following Gov. Phil Murphy’s recent
loosening of restrictions for public indoor
gatherings, the Scotch Plains municipal building
was reopened to the public on Tuesday, June 1.
The township will still enforce social
distancing guidelines, as well as requiring all
visitors and staff to wear masks. Residents are
encouraged to schedule an appointment to help
monitor the number of people that are entering
throughout the business day.
The municipal building will be open Monday
through Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and on Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to noon.

FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP –
TUESDAY JULY 20, 2021
Are you feeling stressed and alone in trying to
cope with the effects of a loved one’s mental
illness? NAMI Union County’s Family Support
Group is for family members and caregivers of
persons with mental illness. Join our peer-led
group meetings and gain insight from others

facing the same challenges. Zoom sessions are
held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month from 7
p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
To
register,
email
Denise
at:
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com with your name,
town, and phone number.

REC ANNOUNCES
CAMPS & PROGRAMS
There's still time to register for these summer
camps and programs offered by Fanwood
Recreation: Fashion Design Camp, Summer Park
Program (day camp), Girls Lacrosse Camp,
Junior Tennis Lessons, TGA Junior Golf Camp,
Skateboarding Camp, Soccer Camp, MultiSports T-Ball, Basketball, Golf, Junior First
Responders Program, Art Camp, Babysitting
Certification, Yoga for Preschoolers, Summer
Book Club for Middle Schoolers and Algebra
Review.
For more info about these programs and to
register, please go to fanwoodrecreation.org.

For All Your Landscaping Needs
Sale & Service of Oriental Rugs & Carpets

20% OFF Rug
Cleaning Sale!

• Foundation Waterproofing • Property Drainage Systems
• Custom Patios
• Topsoil, Grading & Lawn Renovation
• Masonry • Walkways • French Drains
• Large Capacity Drywells
• Colorful Landscape Planting & Design
• Retaining Walls

Hurry! Offer Expires 7/31/21. Incoming orders only.

• Expert Hand Washing Process
• Repair & Restoration Services
• Fully Insured Service
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Ask us about
the proper way
to store a rug!

908-757-7847 (RUGS)
www.HamrahRug.com
210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

908-276-6895
rfcontractors@gmail.com

www.rflandscapeconstruction.com

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
Submitted by Christopher D Sands
The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
is a fraternal organization dedicated to preserving
the history and legacy of those who fought and
worked to save the Union. Hereditary
membership is available to a male descendant, 14
years of age, who directly descends from a
Soldier, Sailor, Marine or member of the
Revenue Cutter Service between April 12, 1861
and April 9, 1865.
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The General Phil Kearny Camp #20 meets four
times a year at the Abraham Clark House in
Roselle, NJ. The next scheduled Camp meetings
are September 11, and November 13, 2021, all
Saturdays at 1 p.m. We support over 20 high
schools and 2 universities with the SUVCW
ROTC Medal. Our current program is to place
signs where Grand Army of the Republic (GAR)
posts met in North Jersey.
For more information visit suvcw.org.

Spectacular Ocean
Beach Vacation
Popham Beach, Maine
Only $1,900 for a week in August

Fort Baldwin

Fort Popham
River
Beach

2021:
Reduced
Rent

(above) Colonel Stephen Harlan is inducted into the General Phil Kearny Camp 320 membership.
Chaplain James O,Halloran, Secretary Clark McCullough, and Commander Peter Lindsey
conduct the induction.

We are here!

• Beach-front
cottage
• Ground
Level
• Sleeps 6

Call or Email Teri & John
732-423-2792
93popham@gmail.com
For photos & other info, visit:
www.FamilyFriendlyVacationRentals.com/p9858

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

908-251-9441

Mrhandyman.com
License number: 13VH09897400

10% OFF
OF LABOR COST
On labor only, materials not included.
Cannot be combined with other offers.
Exp. 7/31/21.
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FAITH LUTHERAN THANKS
COMMUNITY FOR BIKE DONATIONS

(above, l-r) Alana Lamberti of Scotch Plains
highlights with admiration the long line of bikes
that have been donated. Alana's sister, Elyse, at
the middle of the long line, signals the same
admiration.
NOW
HIRING
• Slate • Tile
• Wood Shingles
• Copper Gutters
PeterWTraubRoofing@gmail.com
& Flashing
• Snow Guards
PeterTraubRoofing.com • All Phases
A.A.S. in Construction, SUNY Delhi University
of Carpentry
Established 1985 • Lic. #13VH00107400
• Roof Restoration

908-464-9655

Submitted by Larry Holt
Faith Lutheran Church, 524 South Street in
New Providence, gives a substantial “Thank
You” to the persons who donated 402 secondhand bikes, which will be used by needy persons
in rural communities of African countries.
The parking lot of Faith, on Saturday, May 8,
was the setting for the 402 bike collection, which
had occurred over a few months. Generous
persons from the following towns contributed
bikes: New Providence, Berkeley Heights,
Chatham, Summit, Basking Ridge, Long Hill
Township, Cranford, Westfield, Maplewood,
Scotch Plains, Mountainside, Watchung, Rahway
and Wayne. These towns suggest that some
persons had to travel a distance to contribute their
bikes. The large source of towns was mainly due
to articles in the town newspapers published by
Renna Media.
On that wet May 8 day and the subsequent
Tuesday, May 11, members of Faith and two
members of Osceola Presbyterian Church in
Clark repaired and processed the bikes in Faith’s
parking lot. The bikes were then placed on trucks
of Pedals for Progress, an organization which
annually recycles bikes for persons in developing
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America.
Faith’s bikes will shortly be on their way to
Africa.
The bikes will provide reliable transportation
for men and women to commute to work,

transport produce to market, access health care
and other services.
Since 2002, Faith has been collecting bikes for
Pedals for Progress. The total of 402 significantly
exceeds the number in any prior year. The
persons giving their bicycles also donated $1,248
toward the international shipping costs of the
bikes. Faith will contribute $2,800 toward the
shipping expense.
Faith will continue its collection of secondhand bikes. Persons may drop off their bikes at
the parking lot on any day. Those who have bikes
but are unable to deliver them to Faith, may call
the church office at 908-464-5177 or email the
office at family.faith@verizon.net. Faith
graciously asks that bikes with rusted frames,
handlebars or rims not be left, as they cannot be
repaired or used. The bikes are to be ridden, not
scrapped.
Since 2016, the chairperson of this ministry of
Faith has been Casey Walsh, who is a long time
member of the church. Mr. Walsh lives in
Bridgewater. His daughter, Anna, and son, Casey,
helped repair and process the bikes.
Faith feels much gratitude toward the many
persons who have kindly donated their bikes.
The pastor of Faith is Rev. Jane McCready.
Visit online at famfaith.org or reach by phone at
the above number.
Sunday services are online at 10 a.m. at
facebook.com/FaithLutheranNewProvidence/live

83 Industrial Road, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

EXPERIENCED HELP WANTED
Fully Insured

Free Estimates

Lic. #
13VH06601300

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

WIRED RITE
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS
Senior
Citizen
Discount

24 Hour
Emergency Service

Free
Estimates

201-600-3530
Contractor License # 13VH01784700

Landscaping • Excavating
Tree Service • Brick Patios & Walkways

908-755-6839

Family owned and operated since 1986.

www.bowmanlandscaping.com

(above, l-r) Wesley and Steve MacPherson of Somerville, Elyse and Alana Lamberti of Scotch
Plains, Andrew Tintera and Sally Reier of Union, Anna, Casey Jr. and Casey Walsh of
Bridgewater. Standing on the truck is Gary from Pedals for Progress.
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FAITH LUTHERAN PEDALS FOR PROGRESS
• Houses
• Decks
• Roofs
• Patios
• Driveways
Call, text or email today
for a free estimate and ask about • Fences
our SPRING CLEANING special!
• Siding
(732) 596-7525
• Gutters
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com
• And More

WOOD FLOORS

Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation

CARPET & RUGS

Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind

RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET
A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-913-4650

Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
labor only. Materials not included. Cannot
10% Discount Onbe combined
with other offers. Exp. 7/31/21.

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003
(above, l-r) Alan of Pedals for Progress, Gary of Pedals for Progress, Bill Bradley of
New Providence, Casey Walsh of Bridgewater, Sally Reier of Union, Diana Bjorge of
Berkeley Heights, Ky Luu of Fanwood, Linda Fuller of Berkeley Heights.

358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ
www.reynolds-plumbing.net
Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Keep your cool this summer
with Reel Strong
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

REEL-STRONG can evaluate your heating and cooling needs with
no obligation, before you purchase equipment that you may not need.
We are a full service installation and maintenance company.
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER • RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS • NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

Visit us on

0% Financing Available
Serving Union County
for 96 years!
Rheem
High Efficiency
Central Air Conditioning
NJ Clean Energy Program*
Incentive for the Purchase
of High Efficiency Heat and AC

ASK US ABOUT OUR
GREAT WARRANTEES!

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

SAVE THIS COUPON

$25 OFF

ANY SERVICE CALL
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.
With Coupon – No Expiration

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL
THEN TAKE

*Some model restrictions may apply.

$300 OFF

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

*Some expiration dates apply so don’t delay

May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF A FATHER
Father’s Day is a special time of year for
Rajesh Karnani of Paramus, NJ. It is a time when
he joins his family members to remember his
father, Sham C. Karnani, who unexpectedly
passed due to heart complications on March 17,
2010. Rajesh recalls how his father always spoke
to family members and friends about his support
for organ and tissue donation. His father’s selfless
decision to be an organ and tissue donor
ultimately restored sight for two other people
with his donated corneas.
More than a decade later, Rajesh has made it
his personal mission to inspire others to register
as organ and tissue donors. He actively supports
NJ Sharing Network’s community events,
activities and fundraisers to help raise awareness
for NJ Sharing Network’s life-saving mission.
According to NJ Sharing Network, there are
nearly 4,000 New Jersey residents currently
waiting for a life-saving transplant, and one

(above) Sham C. Karnani and his son
Rajesh Karnani

DO YOU NEED A

DUMPSTER?

Professional Delivery & Pickup

Affordable

Call to Reserve One Today
We take (but not limited to)...

General Construction
Household Waste
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps
Demolition Debris
Bulky Waste

person in New Jersey dies every three days
waiting for a transplant. Just one organ and tissue
donor can save eight lives and enhance the lives
of over 75 people. To learn more, get involved
and register as an organ and tissue donor, visit
www.NJSharingNetwork.org.
The following was written by Rajesh to pay
tribute to his father and help raise awareness
about organ and tissue donation and
transplantation in our local communities:
My father, Sham C. Karnani, was born in India
and migrated to New York in the 1970s. He came
to America to help ensure that his family has a
better life, and he worked as an importer of
garments shipped from India and sold to
prospective buyers in the U.S.
I can talk about my father for hours - about the
great businessman he was, how he supported and
loved his family so much, or how he would put
other people’s happiness over his own. His
passion in life was service to his fellow
man/woman. What motivated him in life was to
make sure that those around him were happy. He
was always determined to pay it forward in some
way.
He was (and still is) not only my role model,
but an inspiration, to me and to everyone who had
the pleasure of knowing him. He taught me so
much - how we are fortunate enough to live a
good life, and so it is our responsibility to do our
best to help others less fortunate do so too.
My father’s major passion for the last two
decades of his life was to spread the awareness
of organ and tissue donation. His message to
others was simple: Organ and tissue donation
saves and enhances lives.
My father would often say, “When it comes
down to it, we can’t take our organs on our
journey to heaven. We don’t need them, so why
not give others the opportunity to complete the
rest of their journey in the present.”
On March 17th, 2010, my father unexpectedly
passed away while in a temple on a holy day (our
Indian new year). He was dancing with the love
of his life, my mother. I am proud to say that,
upon his death, my father was able to donate both

of his corneas to two recipients in need.
My father kept a journal of his thoughts that
we found after he passed away. His writings
confirmed how much faith he had and how
passionate he was about donation and
transplantation. In the journal, he called it
“recycling of organs for the benefit of mankind.”
He noted that he believed that most people
would want to make the selfless decision to
donate their organs and tissue upon death.
However, he believed that the biggest barrier is
that most people do not let their family members
know about their choice to donate. He noted that
if only person just lets their family knows, about
their wishes, countless number of lives can be
saved.
My father was also a very spiritual person. He
once was able to ask one a spiritual leader his
thoughts on the subject of organ and tissue
donation. We all remember the spark and
happiness in my Dad’s eyes, when this spiritual
leader, declared that organ and tissue donation is
“the best gift anyone can give to their fellow man
or woman.”
It has been difficult for us to move on without
my father here. Each day, I still expect him to
walk through the door. However, I feel comfort
in knowing that the gift of sight my father gave
helps justify the passion he had all those years on
how organ and tissue donation really is the best
service we can provide to others. That passion
has now been passed down to me.
ABOUT NJ SHARING NETWORK
NJ Sharing Network is the federally designated
non-profit organization responsible for
recovering organs and tissue for the nearly 4,000
New Jersey residents currently waiting for a lifesaving transplant. With headquarters in New
Providence, NJ, the organization is part of the
national recovery system, serving the 110,000
people on the national waiting list. NJ Sharing
Network was selected by NJBiz as one of the
state’s “Best Places to Work” for the third
consecutive year. To learn more, get involved and
register as an organ and tissue donor, visit
NJSharingNetwork.org.

GUITAR & UKULELE
VIRTUAL
Servicing and

LESSONS

Maintenance of Instruments

Chris Brown
45 Years Experience

NJ DEP# S27236

908-234-2382

Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

908-577-4224

christophervbrown@msn.com
Center Stage Music Lessons

SP-F SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
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Distributes over $188,150 In Scholarship Awards
Despite the unprecedented nature of the 20202021 school year, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation has continued to fulfill
its mission of helping local students achieve their
goals of a higher education by distributing over
$188,150 in scholarship aid to 115 deserving
students.
Throughout the year, members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood
community
generously
contributed to the Foundation’s “Dollars for
Students Campaign,” which distributed $19,500
to various high school and college students who
are residents of Scotch Plains or Fanwood and
have demonstrated both impressive academic
achievement and financial need.
Some of these Dollars for Students awards are
named in honor of board members of the
Foundation (in parentheses). The high school
students who received such awards are: William
Felcone (Lee Stein), Sofia Dietze (Joseph Nagy),
Tracy Bagdonas (Eleanor Kramps), Ethan
Heifetz (Recipient Funded), Shruti Khandelwal
(Henry Schweiring), and Daniel Ferrone (John
Lawson). Additional high school students who
received Dollars for Students awards are Ava
Gelling and Jade Glassman. Recipients currently
attending college who received Dollars for
Students awards are: Catherine Buren, Antoinette
Chango, Caroline English, Ryan Flynn, Emily
Herman and Christine Vilarino.
In addition, several individuals, families and
community organizations have entrusted funds to
the Foundation’s stewardship.
In addition, the following students have
received awards new to The Foundation this year:
The Coach Brez Memorial Scholarship, Ryan
Eng and Sophia Lama; The Class of 1957 Alumni
Scholarship, Nicolas Ruggiero; The JJ
Cunningham Memorial Scholarship, Miles Roper
and Juliette Ciullo; The Daidone Family
Scholarship, Miles Roper; The George Kurek
Memorial Scholarship, Jamie Frank; The Lyght
Family Scholarship, Ryan Jones and Chloe Alce;
The SPFHS Black Student Union Scholarship,
Valdon Daniel, III.
The Class of 1960 Memorial Scholarship
funds non-academic expenses including oncampus housing, room and board at Rutgers
University for four years. This award has an
approximate annual value of $15,000. This year’s
recipient, Lindsey Bartley, joins previous
recipients Joseph Marta (2020), Jonathan Ramos
(2019) and Thomas Bruckman (2018) in
receiving this generous award. The monies
received for this scholarship are not included in
the total dollar amount awarded listed above, as
the amount to be awarded will be determined
during the school year.
One of the Foundation’s deepest partnerships
is with the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
and the Rotary-Garbe Foundation, which funds
numerous generous scholarships administered by
the SPF Scholarship Foundation. The RotaryGarbe Foundation Scholarships, awarded for four
years, went to Clare McGuinness, Sabrina Ngu
and Dennis Gannon (2021); John Veglia, Kyle
Marquardt and Sol Casimiro (2020); Tyler
Dvorin, Joshua Venick and Giancarlo Castro

(2019); Rosella Cuomo, Rhiannon Leonardo, and
Patrick Gannon (2018). The William Mullin
Memorial Scholarship, awarded for four years,
went to Alexa Vierschilling (2021), Isabella
Richardson (2020), Massimo Modica (2019) and
Julia Dunlap (2018). The following students
received The Ethel Perkins Memorial
Scholarship, awarded for four years: John
Michael Cristobal (2021), Sarai Romero (2020),
Saniya Dalvi (2019) and Niva Patel (2018). The
David Ringle Memorial Valedictorian Award was
awarded to Miles Roper, and the Salutatorian
Award was awarded to Erica Schug. The Robert
H. Kraus Memorial Scholarship was awarded to
Alexa Mach; the Dr. Richard W. Dobyns Turn
Around Award was awarded to Sam Mundle.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation began its work in 1966 with a
donation from the SPFHS PTA – a partnership
that flourishes to this day. Each school’s PTA
contributes at least two scholarships to graduates
who have attended their schools. The SPF PTA
Council also awards scholarships to SPFHS
graduates. In addition, the Scholarship
Chairperson for each PTA serves on the
Foundation’s Screening Committee.
The Brunner PTA scholarships this year were
awarded to: Haley Cino (Dr. Albert DeSousa
Memorial Scholarship), Kaitlyn Reilly (Brunner
PTA Scholarship) and Kristen Adams (Brunner
PTA Scholarship).
The following scholarships were awarded by
the PTA to former students at J. Ackerman Coles
Elementary School: Carl M. Kumpf Scholarship,
Kayla Hsu; Carol Patten Scholarship, Hannah
Filler; Michelle Crisafulli, Christopher Colasanti;
Laurie Prusik Scholarship, Gabrielle Lancaster.
From the Evergreen Elementary School PTA,
the following scholarships were awarded: Dr.
Beverlee Kaminetzky Memorial Scholarship,
Quinn Williamson; Kehs-Aakjer Memorial
Scholarship, Eric Cunningham; Mary “Chickie”
Giraud Memorial Scholarship, Ethan Berkman.
The McGinn Elementary School PTA awarded
its Marianna Cassidy Excellence Awards to
Natalia Nervi and Daniel Soler.
The Park Middle School PTA’s McTB
Scholarships were awarded to Ryan Duthie and
Maura Leahy.
The PTA Council Awards: Manya Ungar
Scholarship, Corinne Lyght; Dr. Margaret Hayes
Scholarship, Evelyn Liang; Dr. Carol B. Choye
Scholarship, Holly Nelson; Health and Wellness
Scholarship, Ciara Worthey.
From the School One Elementary School PTA,
the following scholarships were awarded: James
V. Cerasa Scholarship, Cassandra Salot; Jeffrey
Grysko Scholarship, Hadley Rose.
The SPFHS PTA awarded the Robert Adams,
Jr. Scholarship to Rachel Small and the Dr. Terry
K. Riegel Scholarship to Ryann Wall.
Finally, the Terrill Middle School PTA
awarded the John C. Foulks Scholarships to
Felicia Su and Daniela Jayinski.
For further information, please visit our
website spfscholarshipfoundation.org or contact
the Foundation’s president, Michelle Wyrwa at
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com.

Comfort Food
With Gourmet Taste

2581 Route 22 West
Scotch Plains, NJ
(Next to the old
Bowcraft location)

908-977-9077
8 Different Style Hot Dogs

All Burgers
Made with Angus Beef

Fresh Homemade Sausage
with Our Own Secret Herbs and
Spices. No Preservatives!

16 Variety of Wings:
Mild, Sweet, Spicy & Dry Rub

4 Classic styles

Featuring: Papa Jay’s
Infused Seasoning
Angus Beef Burger

Monday thru Thursday
11am till 8pm
Friday & Saturday
11am till 10pm
Sundays 12 noon till 6pm

uarq

Order online:
orderyummies.com

10% OFF
First online order!
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OUT FOR FIRST JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION
Submitted by Tom Kranz
The first Juneteenth community celebration
sprang to life in Scotch Plains Saturday, June 19,
2021, with a spectrum of events celebrating the
end of slavery in the U.S. and a restating of racial
equity goals going forward.
The mayors and councils of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood took part in the dedication ceremony,
capping off months of planning by the local nonprofit Social Justice Matters and a committee
made up of volunteers and community leaders.
The daylong program at the historic Shady Rest
Country Club on Jerusalem Road featured a live
martial arts demonstration, readings about black
history, poetry, live music and awards for several

of the young artists who won the Juneteenth art
design contest. There were also tours of the
Shady Rest, the first African American golf club
founded in 1921. In its heyday, the Shady Rest
was a hotspot of entertainment featuring
headliners such as Duke Ellington, Ella
Fitzgerald, Count Basie and other jazz greats.
Scotch Plains author Robert Constant read from
his book "Hey Tuskegee," a children’s story that
teaches black history, at nearby Jerseyland Park.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Scotch
Plains Mayor Josh Losardo, each accompanied
by members of their town councils, made
remarks supporting the new holiday and thanked
the organizers.
Photos by Tom Kranz

(above) Free mini golf was enjoyed by the
Robinsons of Scotch Plains

(above, l-r) Juneteenth Committee Chair Tashira Wheeler introduces guests and entertainers,
Author Robert Constant reads from his book, Mayor Losardo speaks.

(above) Free golf lessons

(above) Mayor Mahr speaks
(above) Local residents brought lawn chairs…
and pets

Serving All
Union Coun
ty

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing
(above) A martial arts demonstration

908-925-0444
908-928-0031
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Marketing
Toolbox
Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyperlocal to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS
We mail 135,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
21 towns. You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL COLOR PRINTING
We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$35 per thousand.

DIRECT MAIL
Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING
Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES
Start with an audit/analysis
of your website giving you a
report and recommendations
for $250.
It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016
Call today for FREE consult on marketing and business plans.
Online at RennaMedia.com
and NJLocalinfo.com

Advertise
in 1 or all
21 towns

