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Submitted by Laura Queller
Congregation Beth Israel of Scotch Plains and
Temple Emanu-El of Westfield, along with area
Jewish camps, conducted The Purim Amazing
Business license #90966A
Complete Termite Race on Sunday, February 21, in advance of the
Jewish holiday of Purim. The Purim Amazing
& Pest Control Race provided a safe and fun way for families to
Since 1952
celebrate the festive holiday during the Covid-19
pandemic.
From ants
The Purim Amazing Race was modeled after
to bed bugs
the popular television show, The Amazing Race.
and squirrels
The scavenger hunt was open to congregants of
to miceall ages and abilities. To enroll, participants
and everything contributed items for the local food pantry,
fulfilling the Purim commandment of giving gifts
in between,
WE CAN HELP. to the needy.
Approximately 75 teams of families raced
the towns of Scotch Plains and Westfield
908-276-8062 around
in their cars, with the goal of helping Queen
ArnoldsPestControl.com
Esther save the Jewish people, the way she did in
9 Quine Street
the Biblical Purim story. Participants stopped at
Cranford, NJ
places such as the YMCA, the JCC of Central NJ,
and Kramer Park in Scotch Plains, and visited
sites such as the Westfield Memorial Library,
Mindowaskin Park, and McKinley School in
Westfield. At each of the 15 outdoor locations,
contestants participated in missions that were
both educational and enjoyable, such as
designing a crown for Queen Esther, or
performing a family talent act for the Biblical
King Ahasuerus’ pageant.
“We needed to replace the traditional Purim
carnival held in a crowded indoor space with an

alternative activity held outside,” said Aviva Tilles, Director of
Congregational Learning at Congregation Beth Israel. “We collaborated
with Temple Emanu-El because our two synagogues faced the same
challenges. And we realized that we could develop and implement
something really great if we joined forces.”
Aviva Tilles partnered with Temple Emanu-El’s Samara Schwartz,
Director of Youth Learning & Engagement, and Samantha Eichert,
Assistant Director of Youth Learning & Engagement.
Area Jewish camps also helped with the Purim Amazing Race by
creating and running four of the stops along the course. The camps
included: Camp Yachad at the JCC of Central NJ; Camp Nah-Jee-Wah;
Camp Ramah in the Berkshires; and Camp Harlam. Additionally, One
Happy Camper, a non-profit organization, provided additional funding for
the Purim Amazing Race because of the camps’ participation.
Feedback from parents and children alike was positive; many
congregants remarked afterwards that they preferred the scavenger hunt to
the usual Purim carnival.
“What an amazing job … you and your ‘leaders’ did - 15 stops, all those
activities, but moreover, an opportunity to get outside, interact with ‘real
people’, have a few laughs … and just get silly,” wrote Kathi Wolder, a
congregant from Temple Emanu-El. “We sang; we danced; we did crafts;
we ran; and we learned a little more about Purim. Everyone was so cheery,
and embracing, and welcoming.”

• SERVICE • COMFORT • PEACE OF MIND •
QUALITY HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES SINCE 1981
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

CALL TODAY

732-329-3784

www.carranoair.com

FALL SPECIAL!
FURNANCE
TUNE-UP

$49

We Service All Makes & Models

Plus any part and labor
if repairs needed.
Not to be combined
with any other offers.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 0% DOWN , INTEREST FREE FINANCING, CALL FOR DETAILS

License Number: 19HC00350900
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GIRL SCOUTS’ HUG IN A MUG CAMPAIGN
Westfield Monthly is published by Renna
Media. 11,800 newspapers are printed monthly
and mailed to every business and resident in
Westfield.
Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
© 2020 Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media LLC.

Westfield Girl Scouts Ambassador Troop
40436 successfully completed their first "Hug in
a Mug" campaign. To connect with local seniors
and those isolated by quarantine, these high
school sophomores and juniors collected mugs
and filled them with coffee, hot chocolate,
oatmeal, and sweets. Over 50 mugs were
distributed to local residents as well as clients of
the New Jersey Veterans Network.
This project was undertaken in honor of the

late William Kessinger, who passed in September
of last year. Mr. Kessinger, a paratrooper during
the Korean War, was a grandfather figure to many
in the Westfield/Scotch Plains area. Nicknamed
the "Candyman", he was famous for giving out
sweets to local children.
Troop 40436 wishes to thank Michael Boll,
Director of the New Jersey Veterans Network,
and the many local donors for supporting this
campaign.

To submit content
Email: editor@rennamedia.com
Call: 908-418-5586
website: rennamedia.com

Westfield Monthly
is online at
www.rennamedia.com
like us on
facebook.com
/WestfieldMonthly

(above) Troop 40436 distributed over 50 mugs filled with goods as part of their
“Hug in a Mug” campaign.

Century 21 Real Estate Group
Thinking of Selling Your Home?
It is a Seller's Market Right
now. We are working with a
number of Buyers. Call us for
a free, no obligation Market
Analysis of your home.

MARKET ANALYSIS
OF YOUR HOME
Century 21 Real Estate Group
Office 908-322-2901
908-294-2388
century21nj.com

FREE
Each office is independently owned
and operated. If your home is currently
listed please disregard this offer.

1824 Front Street, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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14 Kimball Circle, Westfield
5 Bedrooms | 5.1 Baths | $3,850,000

466 Channing Avenue, Westfield
3+ Bedrooms | 2.1 Baths | $825,000

306 Massachusetts Street, Westfield
5 Bedrooms | 4.1 Baths | $1,599,900

230 Virginia Street, Westfield
4 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | $565,000
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THREE WHS BAND STUDENTS
TO PERFORM IN STATE VIRTUAL ENSEMBLE
PRIVATE ACTING & PUBLIC SPEAKING CLASSES
AVAILABLE ONLINE & IN PERSON.
For more information or set up
a free consultation visit

bradshawcreativeservices.com

973-867-8926
info@bradshawcreativeservices.com

View my IMDB page.
Check out our Google reviews!
@BCSTheStudio
@BradshawCreativeServices
@BradshawCreativeServices

1021 Stuyvesant Ave., Suite #6, Union, NJ 07083

Looking for a
great place for
Mom & Dad?

Submitted by Mary Ann McGann
Three Westfield High School students will
perform in the New Jersey State Solo and
Ensemble Festival in April, an inaugural virtual
event launched by Arts Ed NJ for the 2020-2021
school year to recognize student achievement in
music education across the state.
Eleventh graders Conor Daly (trombone), Nate
Oberstein (percussion), and Matthew Robinson
(alto saxophone) advanced to the state festival
after submitting video performances to a regional
festival in February. Over 1,000 students
participated in the regional festival, which was

adjudicated by highly skilled judges. Each
student performance received a ranking.
“Out of 30 total points, students who scored 28
points or higher advanced to the state finals,”
says band director Christopher Vitale. “We are
extremely proud of the accomplishments of Nate,
Matt, and Conor. This has been a challenging
year for musicians to stay motivated without
public performances. These three students have
gone above and beyond to push themselves to be
better. They serve as an inspiration to all of us for
how to navigate circumstances that may not be
ideal."
Photo by Westfield Public Schools

SHARED LIVING - AGES 62 & OLDER

Private, spacious rooms
with full baths includes
dinning, activities, and
housekeeping in
ranch style homes.

Attractive • Affordable • Available Now!

To learn more call 908-526-8130
or visit www.CHChousing.org

(above, l-r) WHS 11th grader Nate Oberstein, WHS 11th grader Matthew Robinson,
WHS 11th grader Conor Daly

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH
CALL 908-654-6050
FAST CLOSINGS • ANY CONDITION
•
•
•
•

GUARANTEED CASH OFFER
AS IS SALE - NO REPAIRS REQUIRED
NO REALTOR COMMISSION
CLOSING IN AS LITTLE AS 14 DAYS

NO MATTER WHAT THE REASON:
• PROPERTY NEEDS REPAIRS
• TAX LIENS • DIVORCE
• INHERITED HOUSES
• FORECLOSURE • ETC.
KENSINGTON PROPERTY
INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC
908-654-6050
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RAKE AND HOE GARDEN
CLUB SUPPORTS
JARDINE ACADEMY
Submitted by Betty Round
Since the first year of its founding in 1952, the
Rake & Hoe Garden Club of Westfield, NJ has
been committed to supporting students with
cerebral palsy at the Jardine Academy in
Cranford.
As part of this commitment, each Spring and
Fall garden club members select an appropriate
children’s book and make 100 ornaments inspired
by the story. Club members take the ornaments
to the Academy, read the story to the students,
and decorate a tree with the ornaments. The tree
stands in the school foyer for all to enjoy. A copy
of the book is donated to the school library.
Unlike other years, Rake & Hoe club members
did not visit the academy due to concerns over
the spread of the Coronavirus. This year, Rake &
Hoe Garden Club member Mary Lou Nolas spent
many days making 100 colorful pinwheels. The
ornaments were inspired by Gilberto and the
Wind by Marie Hall Ets. The book tells how
Gilberto plays with the wind. It takes his balloon
up into the sky but does not fly his kite. He sees
how his bubbles fly away, his pinwheels twirl
around, and his paper boat sails across the water.
Ms. Nolas delivered a copy of the book and
100 pinwheel ornaments to Jardine Academy on
March 9. The Academy staff will read the story
to the students and decorate the tree. After
enjoying the tree for a couple of weeks, each
student will receive a pinwheel to take home.
The Jardine Academy, operated by the
Cerebral Palsy League and approved by the New
Jersey Department of Education, provides a
comprehensive educational program designed to
meet the cognitive and physical needs of children
and young adults, 3-21 with multiple disabilities.
The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is affiliated
with the Garden Club of New Jersey and the
National Garden Club, Inc. The club meets on the
second Wednesday of the month at 12:00 p.m. at
the Scotch Hills Country Club. Membership is
open to residents of Westfield and surrounding
towns. For more information, call Beth Siano
908-233-4150 or visit the club’s website,
rakeandhoegc.org or Facebook page.

(above) The Rake & Hoe Garden Club chose
the book Gilberto and the Wind to donate to
Jardine Academy this Spring. They created 100
pinwheel ornaments inspired by the book.

Northeast
Spine&
Wellness
Center

1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066
www.nespinecenter.com
Call 732-827-0800
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!
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ROOSEVELT STUDENTS WATCH PARTY FOR MARS LANDING
Submitted by Mary Ann McGann
There were excited reactions during a student
virtual “watch party” at Roosevelt Intermediate
School as NASA’s Perseverance rover landed on
Mars just before 4 p.m. on February 18.
“When the coverage of the landing started,
some students and teachers logged in to
participate in the virtual “watch party,” says

science teacher Melissa Czerwinski who
organized the virtual event with fellow teachers
Andrew Bausch, Dominick Ceccio and
Katherine Vaccaro. “We watched the coverage
together, discussed the science and engineering
behind the landing, and cheered” when
Perseverance touched down on the Red Planet.
Czerwinski says the group also cheered when

they saw and heard C.J. Giovingo, a friend of
hers who is a systems engineer at NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Lab. Giovingo, the lead engineer for
the Entry, Descent, and Landing Activity for
the Perseverance rover mission, joined students
in a virtual session on February 23 to talk about
the Perseverance mission and to answer
questions.

Photo by Westfield Public Schools

(above) Excited reactions as Roosevelt students watch NASA's Perseverance rover land on Mars just before 4 p.m. on Thursday, February 18.
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CELEBRATING 10 YEARS WITH HEART TRANSPLANT
NJ Sharing Network
Emma Rothman of Cranford, NJ will be
graduating this spring from Syracuse University
with a degree in Food Studies. Like most college
graduates, she has mixed emotions about taking
the next step in her life’s journey.
“I am definitely a bit terrified, but I am excited
about the variety of opportunities that lie ahead,”
said Emma.

This is a remarkable time for Emma as she is
also celebrating the 10th anniversary of her lifesaving heart transplant (April 1). She is humble
and always thankful for her donor who gave her
the gift of life and made her achievements
possible.
“Everything after my heart transplant was
working towards moments like this,” said Emma.
“It motivates me to appreciate the day to day –
being able to travel, go away to school, and have
life experiences without my health dictating what
I can and cannot do is a blessing. I owe all of this
to my organ donor’s act of extraordinary
humanity.”
In March 2011, Emma was 12-years-old when
she suddenly began to feel extremely fatigued
and could not make it through an entire day at
school. Her parents brought her to Newark Beth
Israel Medical Center (NBIMC) for what was
supposed to be a quick, routine blood test.
However, Emma went into cardiac arrest, was put
on life-support under an induced coma and was
rushed to the pediatric cardiac intensive care unit
at New York-Presbyterian/Morgan Stanley
Children’s Hospital.
Emma, who showed no prior symptoms, was
somehow battling end-stage heart failure brought
on by hypertrophic cardiomyopathy. On April 1,
2011, Emma, underwent a successful emergency
heart transplant, which saved her life. Just 15
days later, Emma was discharged, taking with her
new knowledge about what a heart transplant is

and how she could best care for her new heart at
home.
“The last thing I remember was feeling
uncomfortable while the nurses were attempting
to draw blood at the hospital thinking I might
have had mono or a virus,” said Emma. “I woke
up six days later and learned that I had a heart
transplant. Prior to that, I had never heard of
organ and tissue donation or transplantation.”
In 2013, Emma and her family, guided by their
firsthand experience, established Hearts for
Emma, a 501 (c)3 organization that provides
assistance to families of children with heart
disease, and supports educational initiatives
related to heart transplantation and promotes
awareness of organ and tissue donation. As part
of a joint outreach effort, Hearts for Emma
established a Partner Fund within the NJ Sharing
Network Foundation that has raised more than
$50,000 since its inception. The Hearts for Emma
Partner Fund has helped educate more than
100,000 students in New Jersey about organ and
tissue donation and transplantation through the
production and distribution of education
materials and related programs, and provides
scholarships to high school seniors who are
advocates of or personally impacted by the
mission.
CALL TO ACTION
To learn more, get involved and register as an
organ
and
tissue
donor,
visit
www.NJSharingNetwork.org.
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WESTFIELD ROTARY INDUCTS TWO NEW MEMBERS
Submitted by Dr. D. Michael Hart
At the regular Tuesday lunch Zoom meeting
on December 15, 2020, Club President Liz
Ensslin presided over the induction of two new
members into The Rotary Club of Westfield,
Zach Blutner and Aditya Verma.

(above, l-r) Aditya Verma, Zach Blutner

(908) 202-1702 CELL
(908) 301-2046 DIRECT LINE
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE
elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com
Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Zach Blutner is a resident of Roselle Park.
Originally from Queens, NY he moved to Union
County in 2013 with his wife Amanda. They
purchased a home in Roselle Park in 2014 and
now reside there with their two children (Eleanor,
2, and Alexander, 1). Zach accepted the position
of Executive Director with the New Jersey
Festival Orchestra in September. Prior to this role
he spent the past 16 years in Tourism and
Attractions in NYC.
A graduate of Temple University, with a
Master’s in Travel and Tourism, he has been
fortunate enough to have the opportunity to speak
on the importance of memorials and museums in
the modern era, as well as the future of tourism
in the Covid world.
He joined the Rotary, as now his career path
has brought him closer to home and he can now
devote more time and energy to helping in the
local community.
Aditya Verma is the Chief Operating Officer at
Rip Road, Inc. based in New York City. Rip Road
is a healthcare mobile application development
company. Rip Road works in the Healthcare
industry to create mobile programs for
Pharmaceutical Biologic brands to help their
patients get the most out of their therapy. The Rip
Road name comes from a favorite running path
in New Hampshire.

Aditya’s wife Rebecca is a freelance wedding
jewelry editor for several magazines and when
she is not working spends time helping Edison
Middle school as PTO co-president. They have
two daughters; Milla, 15, is a 10th grader at The
Pennington School and Shylah, 11, is a 6th grader
at Edison Intermediate School.
Aditya joined the Rotary because he would
like to get involved in programs that help young,
disadvantaged children flourish. He has been
exposed to several Rotary programs over the
years through an Uncle and Aunt who remain
actively involved in Rotary Club today. Based on
their experiences, he has always thought that the
Rotary may be the right avenue for him to
achieve that goal. Aditya looks forward to
learning how he can make that happen.
The Rotary Club of Westfield is a business
networking service organization of business men
and women. Visit online at westfieldrotary.com.
It is part of an International organization of 1.2
million people in 200 countries around the world.
Local projects include hunger insecurity, helping
homeless veterans, planting trees, supporting
youth service clubs in the schools, community
grants and scholarships. Guests are always
welcome to attend the Zoom meetings. For
information contact Club Secretary Dr. D.
Michael Hart at drmhart@yahoo.com.
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EARTH DAY RAHWAY RIVER CLEAN-UP — SAT., APRIL 24
All volunteers are invited to celebrate Earth
Day 2021 with Boy Scout Troop 330 and
members of the Rahway River Watershed
Association in a clean-up of the Rahway River
on Saturday, April 24th (with a rain date of
Sunday, April 25th). The clean-up will focus on
areas upstream and downstream of the
Bloodgoods Pond Dam at Winfield Park, New
Jersey. Please plan to stop by the parking area
adjacent to the waterfall of the Rahway River by
the dam at Winfield Park, NJ at 8:45 a.m. to
register, pick up bags, gloves, bottled water and
snacks, and receive safety information. Folks
should feel free to travel to any part of the river
where they would like to perform cleanup
activities but we specifically will ask folks to
work in small groups for safety purposes with
folks socially distanced and wearing masks. The
team working registration will provide
suggestions on areas with large volumes of
floatable debris.
Cleaning up a river and park area is a great
way to celebrate Earth Day and if you haven't
participated in an event like this before, you will
find it invigorating, and you will feel good about
what you have accomplished...it is also fun and
educational...especially for scouts and young
adults as they always find something interesting.
The clean-up will generally be between 9 a.m.
- 12 noon, but any amount of time or effort that

folks can volunteer is appreciated. There is
always a large volume of floatable debris to pick
up. Over the 20+ years this cleanup has occurred
thousands of folks have participated, including
girl scouts, cub scouts, boy scouts, fishermen,
local activists and citizens, and we pulled some
amazing things from the river.
All participants should wear jeans, longsleeved shirts, gloves and boots, and please wear
a mask. Waders are welcome for folks who like
to get a little wet. Each participant should bring

a standard 5-gallon carry bucket with a handle
(put your name on the bottom)...this makes for
easy carrying of "stuff" for transfer to the large
garbage bags. When we complete the event we
do a basic inventory of the "big stuff" that we
removed....and within approximately 24 hours
Union County Parks removes and disposes of all
the trash. There is no RSVP required but if you
need more information or think you will attend
please let us know by e-mail at
rivercleanup@comcast.net.

(above) 2020 Rahway River Clean Up.
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Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am - 3 pm

908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth,

We accommodate the trade as well as the
do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.

5-Yards or more

Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat Moss
Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

Prices
per yard

Black Topsoil ...................................$36

MULCH
Black Dyed.......................................$30
Brown Dyed.....................................$30
Red Dyed..........................................$32
Hardwood.........................................$24

FREE
Same Day Delivery
LAWN & GARDEN

SOIL

HARDSCAPE

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS

Concrete Sand..................................$50
• Cement
3⁄4 Clean Stone..................................$44
• Concrete Block
Stone Dust........................................$34
• Belgium Block
QP ......................................................$36
• Curbing
DECORATIVE STONE
• Limestone Treads
3⁄8 Red Stone .....................................$74
• Diamond Blades
3⁄4 Red Stone .....................................$70
TOOLS
3⁄4 Goose Egg ....................................$94
• Mason Tools
11/2-3 Goose Egg ...............................$98
• Shovels
3⁄4 Arctic White .................................$94
• Rakes
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel................$60
DRAINAGE
1 Riverbed ........................................$70
• Catch Basins
11/2-3 Riverbed..................................$80
• Pipe
Prices subject to change without notice.

Largest Display of
Cambridge Pavers
in Union County
Waterfalls • Fireplaces
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways
• Patios • Curbs
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SHEEP TO SHAWL EVENT
Miller Cory House Museum
Spring has sprung and the sheep want out of
winter quarantine! Please join us at the Miller
Cory House Museum, located at 614 Mountain
Ave., Westfield, to see the sheep get a haircut on
April 24, 2021 between 1-4 p.m. (Rain or Shine)
and learn how the fleece was used.
Springtime on an early American farm was the
beginning of the new year, the time when the
cycle of seasons began. It brought numerous
outdoor chores after the long winter – preparing
the fields, building fences, early planting… and
sheep shearing. The process of sheep shearing
will be demonstrated by a master shearer, using
hand shears as was done in early America. The
process of turning wool into cloth will continue
with demonstrations of spinning and weaving as
well as other crafts utilized during Colonial
America.
We would specifically like to thank Sheep
Shearer, Jeremy Mills - Sheep supplier: Mary
McLaughlin, coordinator of "The Woolly Ones"
and Somerset 4-H Leader for their support in
making this event a reality.
Admission is $5 ages 13 and older; $3 ages 312 and free age 2 and younger. No reservations

are necessary and tickets are available at the gate.
Call the museum at 908-232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com
for
more
information.
Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-profit Miller
Cory House Museum/Westfield Historical
Society has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history, Westfield, and its
residents through educational efforts and
community
outreach
programs.
Visit
millercoryhouse.com for more information.

732-382-2272
AngeloCPAfirm.com
18 Brant Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066

Serving the Public since 1984

• Individual and Business Tax Returns
• Full Service Accounting
• Estate and Inheritance Tax Returns
• Financial Planning

Let us help you make
this year a great success!
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GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

15

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

%

SENIOR CITIZEN
OFF DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$250-$350
ANY CHIMNEY JOB

CHIMNEY LINERS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS

SHINGLE ROOF

FLAT TOP ROOF

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$

300

OFF

ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

SLATE ROOF

SPANISH STYLE ROOF

NEW STEPS

$

OFF ANY NEW

800

ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

24/7
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450
ANY ROOF REPAIR

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.
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FREE EIGHT-WEEK SEMINAR BEREAVEMENT SEMINAR STARTS APRIL 11
The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
(FPCC) is preparing for its free eight-week
seminar, “Journey to Wholeness - Healing the
Grieving Heart”, taking place every Sunday from
April 11 to May 30 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Everyone across the United States who has
experienced loss of any kind, in the past or
present, are welcome to attend, as well as those
who have previously attended this seminar. This
unique seminar will take place via Zoom.
Registration is required to attend this event. Call
Patti Williams, seminar founder and trained
pastoral bereavement counselor, to register at
908-709-1341.
Eight sessions, each designed to lead a person
through the process of grief, will help those who
have suffered any type of loss better understand
the process and learn ways to cope, while also
practicing self-care. Patti Williams, R.N. and
Certified Pastoral Bereavement Counselor, and
Virginia Waters, PhD. Psychologist, have helped
almost 3,000 people experience healing, find new
purpose for their lives and feel joy once again.

Per Williams, “We are all navigating through
especially challenging times due to the ravages
of the pandemic, exhaustion from political
conflict, depletion of our resources, the loneliness
of increased isolation, and the unprecedented
chaotic environment in which we currently exist.
When you are also grieving a loss in the midst of
all these stressors, life can become very dark and
every day may seem overwhelming.”
The sessions include learning about the stages
of grief and understanding the tasks of the
grieving process, coping strategies and tools for
the journey, taking good care of ourselves,
dealing with changes, decisions, loneliness,
holidays, anniversaries, building a support
system and more.
Both of the leaders and all of the facilitators
have experienced loss within their lives and share
from “the inside out.” Bring family members and
friends. All faiths are welcome.
In the words of a recent participant, name
removed for privacy purposes, “I have learned
more along this heartbreaking journey than I ever

WESTFIELD RECREATION
SENIOR EVENTS
The Westfield Recreation Department offers
the following programs in April for Seniors. Preregistration is required. To register, go online
(bit.ly/WRDseniors) or call 908-301-1287.
Mahjong
Thursdays from April 1 to April 29
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Back conference room
Free
AARP SmartDriverTEK Program - Webinar
Wednesday, April 14
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Paint and Sip Watercolor Class
Tuesdays, April 6 to April 27
10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
Location: Tamaques Park Pavillion
(weather permitting)
Basket Bingo
Join us for Basket Bingo! There will be
different baskets that you can win. Such as
dinner for two, gardening supplies, spring
cleaning supplies, and much more!
Friday, April 16
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Tamaques Park Pavilion (weather
permitting)
Price: $5
Zumba Gold
Thursdays April 15 to May 27
Session 1 - Time: 11:00 a.m.to 11:45 a.m.
Location: Tamaques Park Pavilion
(weather permitting)
Price: $30
Senior Fitness
Thursdays April 15 to May 27
Session 2 - Time: 12:00 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Location: Tamaques Park Pavilion
(weather permitting)
Price: $30

thought possible. I have learned that you will
never ever forget your love and that you are
changed forever, but you need to give yourself
permission to heal… I believe that your loved
one only wants the best for you and you will be
reunited one day.”
The seminar is dedicated to Patti’s late
husband, the Rev. Dr. Bruce D. Williams who had
a vision for this program and a desire to help
others deal with their pain and suffering during
their time of loss.
For more information about the program, visit
firstprescranford.org
ABOUT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF CRANFORD
As the body of Christ empowered by the Holy
Spirit, the First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
(FPCC), 11 Springfield Ave., Cranford, seeks to
live God’s Word and inspire others to embrace
Jesus’ commandment to love one another as the
Lord
loves
us.
Learn
more
at
firstprescranford.org

TENDER TOUCH
HOME CARE AGENCY
We care for the elderly who need assistance
and would like to stay in their own home.

908-588-2888

Meet Motion Charge&Go SP X, the first-ever
rechargeable superpower hearing aid.

To learn more: www.westfieldhearing.com
Erich H. Golden
NJ Lic #727

Call the Westfield Hearing Aid Center
to schedule an appointment

908-233-0939
940 South Ave West, Westfield, NJ

Full Service Home Healthcare Agency

Single Visit Assistance to 24-Hour Care
Assistance for you or your loved ones, with their basic
needs including, bathing, grooming and toileting.

• Daily Living - ADLS
• Alzheimer’s
• Ambulation
• Bathing
• Companion

Bonded
& Insured

We make it easy and
affordable to stay at
home to rehab and
convalesce. Stay
close to family
and loved ones.

Door to Door Laundry Service our SPECIALTY!!!
PICKUP & DELIVERY OF YOUR LAUNDRY FOR $1.50 PER POUND

WASH AND FOLD LAUNDRY SERVICE
FOR $1 PER POUND.
MOST SPECIAL REQUESTS ACCOMMODATED WITHOUT EXTRA CHARGE.

BRING IT IN ONE DAY AND PICK UP THE NEXT!
WASH AND FOLD HOURS ARE
ed
Expand old MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8 AM TO 7 PM
F
Wash & s!
SATURDAY 8 AM TO 6 PM
r
u
o
H
SUNDAY 8 AM TO 3 PM

Self Service washers and dryers
available 24 hours per day.
92 North Avenue, Garwood, NJ 07027

908-789-6402

info.garwoodlaundromat@gmail.com
www.garwoodlaundromat.com
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BLOOD DONATION REMAINS ESSENTIAL
AMID COVID-19 PANDEMIC

LOVE SHOULDN'T HURT
Safe+Sound Somerset
You may have heard about the increase in
domestic violence since the start of the pandemic
as families are forced to shelter in place. Since
then, Safe+Sound Somerset has seen a 40%
increase in calls and texts to our 24/7 domestic
violence hotline – even as it has become harder
for those experiencing domestic abuse to reach
out for help. Domestic abuse is a pattern of
controlling, threatening, degrading and violent
behaviors by a partner. Abuse takes many forms,
including emotional, psychological, physical,
sexual and financial.
If someone you know is experiencing domestic
abuse or dating violence, we can help.
24/7 Confidential Hotline - Call or text
866-685-1122. For more information visit
www.safe-sound.org.

• Houses
• Decks
• Roofs
• Patios
• Driveways
Call, text or email today
for a free estimate and ask about • Fences
our SPRING CLEANING special!
• Siding
(732) 596-7525
• Gutters
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com
• And More

• April 2021

American Red Cross
A year ago, many things in the world paused
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. But the need for
blood never stopped. Today blood donations are
just as essential, and the American Red Cross
urges individuals who are healthy to make an
appointment to donate blood.
For patients in the emergency room, fighting
cancer or coping with a life-threatening illness,
help can’t wait. Their health is reliant on the
selfless generosity of blood donors. However, the
blood supply continues to face challenges from
the ongoing pandemic and extreme winter
weather that impacted much of the U.S. last
month.
More donors, especially those with type O
blood, are needed now to ensure that patients

“We work with over 25 different lenders.
Quick service and personal attention.
Refinance today and SAVE!!”

have lifesaving blood products available for
emergencies and everyday medical treatments.
Schedule a blood donation appointment by
downloading the Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCrossBlood.org, calling 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or enabling the Blood
Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device.

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

908-251-9441

Mrhandyman.com
License number: 13VH09897400
Jeffrey Conrad, MLO NMLS#1319531
cell: (908) 240-8830 fax: (732)963-2450
jconrad@bluerockmortgage.com
www.BlueRockMortgage.com

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 4/30/21.

1120 Campus Drive West, Morganville, NJ 07751

Deal directly with the owner operator
for personal service and accountablility.

Visit our website to read
reviews from you neighbors

908-432-7081
ajproroofers.com

ROOFING

A+ Rating
(above) Father and son, Al and Chris,
are on every job site since 2004.

100% FINANCING AVAIABLE

SIDING
GUTTERS

Fully Insured • NJ License #: 13VH03110900
•
•
•
•

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FOR
FREE ESTIMATE 908-432-7081
AJPROROOFERS@GMAIL.COM

Windows
Painting
Powerwashing
All types of
Home Improvement
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(abobe) Hope Skibitsky

BLACK HISTORY
DRIVING TOUR

CARING CONTACT WELCOMES
HOPE SKIBITSKY TO BOARD
Submitted by Mary Claire Givelber
Caring Contact is pleased to announce the
addition of Hope Skibitsky to its Board of
Trustees. Ms. Skibitsky grew up in Westfield
and is a former listener on the Caring Contact
hotline. “While living in Westfield I volunteered
as a listener at Caring Contact. Through the
experience of listening to callers I came to fully
understand the power of listening and strongly
believe in Caring Contact’s mission. It is for that
reason that I am excited to be able to contribute
to Caring Contact and the community where I
grew up in this new capacity.”
Ms. Skibitsky is a 2007 graduate of Westfield
High school, The College of New Jersey and
Rutgers Law School. Currently she is a Senior
Associate at the law firm of Quinn Emanuel

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA
GETS NEW STARTING BLOCKS
The Westfield Area YMCA Devilfish are
diving into a championship season with brand
new starting blocks. A fundraising campaign that
ran from February 24 to March 8, 2020 raised
$7,500 from friends and family of the Devilfish
Swim Team, with the remainder of the funding
coming from the Westfield Area YMCA and the
Devilfish PAC (Parents Assistance Committee).

Learn about the History of African Americans
in Westfield with Driving/Walking Tour.
During 2020's 300th Anniversary of Westfield,
a sub-committee was formed, as part of the
Westfield-300 Committee, to explore African
American History in Westfield. The result of this
sub-committee's work was a brochure and tour
which depicts the long and important history of
African Americans in Westfield.
The brochure can be downloaded at
www.westfieldnj.gov/300events.

Pediatric Occupational Therapist

One Bedroom Apartments Available
from $1,350.
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed.
Conveniently located in residential area.

www.susanhero.com

908.789.9198

While the team had hoped to have these blocks
in for the start of the 2020/2021 swim season, the
pandemic shut everything down just days after
the fundraiser ended. Once back up and running,
the blocks were ordered and delivered as quickly
as possible. The Y thanks everyone who
participated and made the starting blocks a
reality.

(above) The Westfield Area YMCA Devilfish received new starting blocks thanks
to a fundraising campaign.

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP, in New York City.
Hope lives with her family in Armonk, NY.
Caring Contact is an award-winning,
volunteer-staffed caring and crisis hotline
providing active listening support and best-inclass education to the Central and Northern New
Jersey community. Founded in 1975 and located
in Westfield, NJ, Caring Contact attentively and
compassionately serve those in emotional
distress. Caring Contact is a primary responder
to the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline and
operates a non-emergency line available to
anyone needing support. For more information
on volunteer opportunities call 908.301.1899 or
visit caringcontact.org.
If you, or someone you know is in crisis
please call 800.273.8255.

Susan Hero MS, OTR/L
Providing: In Home Therapy and Teletherapy

HEARTWARD YOGA

1 Yoga
1 Meditation
Private or Small Group Sessions
1 Pranayama
Online and In Person
1 Reiki Healing
Anna, certified advanced teacher of yoga, teaching 1 Shirodhara
since 2016, teaching all levels, conditions and ages.
1 HIIY
1 Ayurvedic

Consultation

(732) 259-5558

718-312-2599

Local area resident

Heartwardyoga.com
Instagram@heartwardyoga
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION

908-361-6372
1-800-650-0968

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS
SIDING

Family
Owned &
Operated For
17 Years

Save $900

• All Work Guaranteed
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• 20% Senior Discount
• Major Credit Cards
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/21.

You Home Improvement Connection

GUTTERS

MASONRY
STEPS

April Special
COMPLETE SET OF STEPS
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete

$2,800

With this ad. Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Expires April 30, 2021

FOUNDATIONS

FOUNDATION
• NEW
FUNDATIONS
• REPAIRS
• WATERPROOFING

MASONRY
• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK & BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

ROOFING
BEFORE

AFTER

Special!CHIMNEY LINER
$1300

Why Should I Use A
Chimney Lining System?
• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles
Fire
Improved
• Protect the masonry from
Safety
Performance
the corrosive by products
of combustion
• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
Long Term Easy & Effective
efficiency of appliance
Preservation
Cleaning
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires April 30, 2021

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

GUTTERS
• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

Carbon Monoxide
is invisible,
odorless,
and can kill you!

$400
OFF
ANY FOUNDATION JOB
OF $2000 OR MORE
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/21.

Save
$900
ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/21.

$79.99
GUTTERS CLEANING
(Any Average House)

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4/30/21.

$150 OFF

ANY ROOF REPAIR
of $500 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4/30/21.

$200 OFF
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
of $800 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4/30/21.
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TALKING WITH YOUR CHILD ABOUT RACE, A
VIRTUAL COMMUNITY LEARNING NIGHT

(above) On April 13, 2021 from 7-8:30 p.m.,
Westfield Public Schools, in partnership with
the Westfield Education Fund, will host a
virtual community learning night for parents of
elementary and middle school students.
Photo by Westfield Public Schools

Spectacular Ocean
Beach Vacation
Popham Beach, Maine
Only $2,100 for a week in August

Fort Baldwin

Fort Popham
River
Beach

2021:
Reduced
Rent

We are here!

• Beach-front
cottage
• Ground
Level
• Sleeps 6

Call or Email Teri & John
732-423-2792
Popham@optimum.net
For photos & other info, visit:
www.FamilyFriendlyVacationRentals.com/p9858

Florida bound? Give me a call!

Ronna Lower Realtor
Cell phone: 561-313-9628
Email: RONNALOWER@AOL.COM

12161 Ken Adams Way,
Suite 110HH
Wellington, FL 33414

www.homesellersmarket.com

Submitted by Mary Ann McGann
Save the Date! On Tuesday, April 13, 2021
from 7:00-8:30 p.m., the Westfield Public School
District, in partnership with the Westfield
Education Fund (WEF), will host a virtual
community learning night for parents of
elementary and middle school students. The
event will be interactive and will focus on
learning practical strategies for having
conversations about race with children. Those
interested in attending can learn more and register
for the event by visiting the Racial Literacy page
under “Family Resources” at westfieldnjk12.org.
Throughout the school year in Westfield Public
Schools, students explore themes of racial and

FRIENDS OF THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
The Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library
welcome all our new and returning members for
2021. We appreciate your involvement in our
programs, interest in our support of the library
and your dedication to making the Friends into
one of the best organizations in Westfield. Are
you interested in becoming more involved? Do
you have an idea for a new program? Please feel
free to send your suggestions/ideas to
info@fwmlnj.org. In the meantime here's what
we have coming up this Spring.
The Friends will once again offer the chance
to see the Metropolitan Opera. Registration is
open now for the 2021-2022 season. Be sure to
attend the opening performance with Fire Shut
Up In My Bones (Blanchard) on October 13. In
addition to the tickets the Friends offer a round
trip bus ride to the show. As the trip gets closer
the price and seating will be determined based
upon the most cost-effective way for ticket
holders to have a safe experience. To learn how
you can purchase a subscription to the season or
share a subscription, visit The Friends at the
Opera. Both options come with the 15% discount
the Friends enjoy.

Language Tutor
Spanish / Italian / French
ESL / SAT / ACT
Specializing in Middle School & High School levels
Achieve A’s and A+’s and Highest Test Scores
Using proven, unique, and home-grown methods
of teaching language, ensuring perfection on all
homework, projects, and advanced test-taking!!!

Call William, Guillermo, Guglielmo, Guillaume

(908) 391-9251

BEAT THE CROWD
I’m Ready When You’re Ready!
- Let’s Sell Your House So You Can Move On -

John Whittle

Direct: 908-451-6747

REALTOR ASSO.

Office: 732-381-7477

for a Free consultation and references
Former teacher at The Adult School of the Chathams,
Madison and Florham Park.at Westfield High School

It's been a year of the lively virtual book
discussion. From Educated, a memoir by to Tara
Westover to A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor
Towles to Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the
American City by Matthew Desmond our Book
Discussion group offers up insight, opinion and
plenty of analysis over Zoom. Join us on May 19
at 2:00 p.m., as we end the season with Evicted.
To register visit the book discussion page on our
website.
Elementary school-aged parents, this March,
we hope your student was able to enjoy our new
program Reading Buddies. In partnership with
the Youth Services Department at the Library and
the Westfield High School's Community Service
Club, Reading Buddies was a virtual 1-1 reading
experience. High School students read with
younger students; a fun way to foster the
enjoyment of a good book.
Look forward to warmer weather with the
Friends. Take a stroll to visit one of our six Little
Free Libraries around town. Watch for our book
recycling event this summer. For details on these
programs and to stay up-to-date all that we offer
visit us at FWMLNJ.ORG.

NTH DEGREE
{virtual}
MATHEMATICS TUTORING
Susan Marie Mayers
nthdegreemathematics
@gmail.com
908.317.9144

- COVID Compliant ERA Village Green REALTORS, 35 Brant Avenue, Clark 07066

cultural diversity through grade level texts and
additionally, at the secondary levels, through No
Place for Hate Committees, whose members
include students, staff, and parents.
With the support of the WEF, the district in
September unveiled an important educational
initiative aimed at improving discussions of race
in classrooms across the district. The initiative
embeds developmentally appropriate lessons in
and conversations about race and cultural
diversity in Kindergarten through Grade 12. A
generous grant from the WEF helped to fund staff
professional development and to purchase books
and other materials that explore themes of
inclusiveness, diversity, fairness, and equality.

Stop your child’s suffering now!
Struggling students love and excel in class and
actually speak the language fluently with no accent, as a result.
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RESIDENTS ASKED TO LOCK THEIR CARS
On March 16, 2021, the Westfield Police
Department announced the arrest of three (3)
persons on criminal charges stemming from the
investigation of a motor vehicle theft, which
occurred on Monday, March 8, 2021. They
released the following report and asked residents
to do their part in protecting their property.
Reynold Henderson, age 18, of Irvington,
Tyson Armour, age 19, of Newark, and Isaad
Jackson, age 21, also of Newark, were all arrested
at approximately 4:06 PM on Tuesday, March 9,
2021, on the 600 block of Grove Street in
Irvington by detectives from the New Jersey
State Police Motor Vehicle Crimes North Unit.
Henderson, Armour and Jackson were
observed exiting the stolen 2018 BMW X5,
which was taken from the driveway of a
residence located on the north side of Westfield
at approximately 11:15 p.m. the previous night
while it was reportedly left unlocked with its key
fob in it. They fled from Detectives, but were
arrested following a foot chase.
Recovered in the stolen BMW X5 was a 9 mm
handgun, and recovered during the foot chase
was a discarded .40 caliber handgun.
Reynolds, Jackson and Armour were all
subsequently charged with receiving stolen
property. Additionally, all three (3) arrested
persons have been charged with murder,
conspiracy to commit murder, and weaponsrelated offenses, this for the shooting death of a
22-year old male that took place approximately
ten (10) minutes earlier on the 20 block of St.

Paul Avenue in Newark’s West Ward.
Reynolds, Jackson and Armour were turned
over to the custody of the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office, which is handling the
homicide investigation. They are all currently
being held in the Essex County Jail pending
detention hearings.
Westfield Police Chief Christopher Battiloro
stated that a Detective from the Westfield Police
Department is currently detailed to the New
Jersey State Police Motor Vehicle Crimes North
Unit and participated in the investigation and
arrests.
“We are doing everything we can to try to
eradicate Westfield’s on-going motor vehicle
theft problem,” stated Chief Battiloro, “and this
includes assigning personnel to the New Jersey
State Police Motor Vehicle Crimes North Unit to
investigate Westfield’s motor vehicle thefts.”
However, Chief Battiloro stated “Motor
vehicle thefts will undoubtedly continue until
Westfield residents start taking proper action to
protect their property.” This includes “locking
their vehicles, taking their keys, hiding their
things, and doing their part.”
Westfield has received reports of six (6) motor
vehicle thefts thus far this year, including three
(3) in the last two (2) weeks. In all such instances,
it is believed the stolen motor vehicles were left
unlocked with their key fobs or keys left in them
at the time of their thefts. There were a total of
twenty-six motor (26) motor vehicle thefts
reported in Westfield in 2020.

• April 2021

Disposable and washable bag
shields your handbag from
surface-to-surface bacterium
Don’t bring germs home from
work, school or the gym.
8 Bags per package
Available in
4 colors / 5 sizes
U.S. Patent D606/756S

Order By Phone 732-643-0785
or online:
pocketbookhygieneshield.com

KONANTIQUES

WE BUY ANTIQUES
FREE HOUSE
CALLS
908-578-7593

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),
Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items
Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines
Over 20
years of
Experience
Located
in Summit

Free on-site consultation at your home or business

info@konantiques.com

“It only takes five steps
for a beautiful lawn.”
Testimonial
“In just two applications, SWEET BRIAR LAWNS
achieved the results I had been trying to get for
years. John treats every lawn like his own and
it shows. My lawn now looks great!
It was well worth the money to let a professional
do the job.”
- RALPH Clark, NJ

•
•
•
•

Specializing in fertilizing programs
Affordable planting design
Aeration & seeding
100% owner operated; owner
is on the property at all times
• 40 years of experience working
in your community
• Fully licensed and insured

Call John
732-943-7384
50% OFF

Application of First Step

Affordable Expert Planting Design
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Free Estimates

Fully Insured

PILOTS TO THE RESCUE
Home For Good Dog Rescue
On Saturday, February 20, a very special
delivery was made from Aiken, South Carolina
by volunteer pilots from “Pilots to the Rescue.”
Home for Good Dog Rescue (HFGDR), a 100%
foster-based non-profit organization located in
Berkeley Heights, NJ, accepted an offer from
PTTR to transport 15 dogs from high kill shelters
in the South. The precious cargo arrived at
Caldwell Airport at 5:30 p.m. The dogs were then
placed into loving foster families, where they
await adoption into their forever homes.
Prior to their departure from the South, the
dogs were filmed for a special “Meet-thePawsengers.” Broadcasted on the live-streaming
Internet service Twitch, viewers tuned in live to
interact virtually and get to know the pups. They
also met the crew: pilot and PTTR founder
Michael Schneider, co-pilot Daniel Baumel, and
social media influencer Savannah Vinson.
Toni Ann Turco, co-founder of Home for Good
Dog Rescue, said of the mission, “This is a
partnership a long time in the making. We are
extremely grateful to Pilots to the Rescue for
coordinating and executing this maiden voyage.”
Pilots to the Rescue is a non-profit 501c3

aviation organization, whose mission is to
transport animals at high risk of euthanasia. They
rely on their trusted network of volunteer pilots,
who fund their own rescue flights.
ABOUT HOME FOR GOOD DOG RESCUE
Home for Good Dog Rescue (HFGDR) is a
501(c) (3) non-profit organization in Berkeley
Heights, NJ. We rescue dogs from high-kill
shelters in the South, transport them to our rescue
and give them a second chance at life. As a 100%
foster-based rescue, each dog is placed in a
loving foster home until adoption. Since our
inception in 2010, we have rescued more than
9,000 dogs and given them a loving home for
good. To inquire about fostering, adopting or
making a donation to help the HFGDR
organization,
visit
our
website
at
HomeforGoodDogs.org and on Facebook
facebook.com/HomeForGoodDogRescue
ABOUT PILOTS TO THE RESCUE
Pilots to the Rescue (PTTR) is a non-profit,
volunteer-driven, 501c3 public benefit aviation
organization. PTTR’s mission is to transport
animals and people at risk. PTTR supports its
network of trained volunteer pilots so they can
focus on their missions and do greater good.

GRANT AVAILABLE TO LOCAL NON-PROFITS
Lic. #
13VH06601300

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200
REYNOLDS PLUMBING
(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003
358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ
www.reynolds-plumbing.net
Dan DiFabio

Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

NORTH ARLINGTON
CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Residential / Commercial

In business for over 30 years

“One-Stop-Shop Construction Company”
We do it all! No job to small or to large.
We work on one project at a time,
Licensed & Insured.
no bouncing from job to job.
FREE ESTIMATES
We have a showroom for viewing,
10% discount for all projects
booked by April 15th 2021
and can provide referrals upon request.

732-815-1661

www.northarlingtonconstruction.com
Serving All
Union Coun
ty

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing

908-925-0444
908-928-0031

Michael Miller, Rotary Club of Westfield
Community Service Grants Chairperson, has
announced that Rotary Grant Application are
now being accepted for consideration. Nonprofit organizations may receive a copy of the
official application directly from the Rotary
website at westfieldrotary.com, by e-mail at
michael.v.miller@morganstanley.com, or by
contacting Mr. Miller at (908) 518-5404.
To be considered for a Westfield Rotary Club
Community Service Grant, local non-profit
organizations must complete and submit the
official grant application before the Thursday,
April 15 deadline. The Rotary Club, in
accordance with its goal of Community Service,
is most interested in providing grants for
programs and projects that directly serve the
people in the community. As part of the decision
process, the Grants Committee reviews the

simple one-page application form to receive a
clear understanding of the way in which the
funds are used. Grants will not be awarded for
capital improvements or operating funds.
This year the Rotary Club will be offering a
second grant cycle this fall. Applications for the
fall grants cycle will be available in the summer.
An organization may only apply for one grant
per year.
Rotary is a community service organization
comprised of business and professional men and
women who live or work in the Westfield area.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets Tuesdays at
12 p.m. via Zoom. Prospective members and
guests are welcome to join any of the weekly
meetings.
For additional information, please e-mail
info@westfieldrotary.com or visit our website
westfieldrotary.com.

www.WestfieldHandyman.com

Westfield’s Best Handyman
• Cabinetry/Carpentry • Porch & Decks
• Plaster & Paint • Windows & Doors
• Moulding & Floors

Gerard Kelly

Craftsman Carpenter & Handyman

Cell: 908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net
LICENSED & INSURED

FREE Estimates
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2 year
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JACQUI LENNER AND NICOLE SANDSTEDT OF WESTFIELD
SWORN IN AS FOSTER YOUTH ADVOCATES
Submitted by Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan
Nine community members ranging from age
22 to 63 make up the newest class of volunteer
child-advocates for CASA of Union County, the
only nonprofit advocating for the best interests of
Union County youth removed from home due to
abuse or neglect, and placed in foster care. Jacqui
Lenner and Nicole Sandstedt of Westfield are
among them.
Said Lenner, “I chose to invest my time in
CASA because it’s so important to help a child
going through the system alone and find the light
at the end of the tunnel with someone by their
side. The lack of consistency and support they
experience during the process can be so isolating.
I want a child to know they’re not alone in this
scary process.”
Superior Court Judge Marc R. Brown presided
over the recent swearing-in ceremony via Zoom;
advocates will now be matched to a foster youth

or sibling set and begin putting their 30 hours of
training into practice. This class includes both
non-parents and parents, and such backgrounds
as teaching, freelance, law and homemaking. In
addition to Lenner and Sandstedt, they are Laurie
Litterio of Cranford, Rebecca Muston and Amy
Saunders of Summit, Sue Pangis of Berkeley
Heights, Tamara Parraga-Sez of Newark, Lydia
Pernia of Linden, and Jackie Rodriguez of Clark.
Prior to administering the oath, the judge
shared, “I find the value of CASA volunteers
immeasurable. … CASA is so significant; I
always make a point of hearing from the CASA
volunteer during the hearing.” Acknowledging
that COVID-19 requires the swearing-in and
court hearings remain virtual for now, he added,
“I so look forward to being able to shake your
hand and congratulate you. The assistance you
will provide is, again, immeasurable. Thank you
for doing this.”

(above) CASA volunteers for foster youth who were recently sworn in during a ceremony held via
Zoom. For details on upcoming classes and how you can Change a Child’s Story, contact Walia at
wworrill@casaofunioncounty.org.

Currently, the organization serves just over 80
percent of all Union County foster youth in care.
With a goal to provide an advocate for every
youth that needs one, the organization has
remained steadfast – despite the pandemic – in
efforts to ensure its work continues. To that end,
a fully online training and recruiting
infrastructure was put into place, and protocols
implemented to ensure advocates remained both
connected to their youth and able to report to
judges, and staff continued recruiting and training
volunteers to help meet the need for youth still
awaiting an advocate.
Executive Director Mariel S. Hufnagel noted,
“In the face of the challenging life circumstances
we are all facing due to the COVID-19 global
health pandemic, this tremendous group of
women still made a decision to give of their time
and energy, and train virtually to become
advocates. I am so proud to welcome them to the
CASA family and can't wait to see all of the ways
in which they positively impact the youth to
whom they will be assigned.”
Upon being court-ordered to a case, the CASA
volunteer has access to the youth as well as foster
parents, doctors, caseworkers, therapists and
teachers in order to identify concerns and unmet
needs, and protect best interests. For details on
upcoming classes and how you can Change a
Child’s
Story,
contact
Walia
at
wworrill@casaofunioncounty.org.

Keep your cool this summer
with Reel Strong
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

REEL-STRONG can evaluate your heating and cooling needs with
no obligation, before you purchase equipment that you may not need.
We are a full service installation and maintenance company.
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER • RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS • NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

Visit us on

0% Financing Available
Serving Union County
for 96 years!
Rheem
High Efficiency
Central Air Conditioning
NJ Clean Energy Program*
Incentive for the Purchase
of High Efficiency Heat and AC

ASK US ABOUT OUR
GREAT WARRANTEES!

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

SAVE THIS COUPON

$25 OFF

ANY SERVICE CALL
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.
With Coupon – No Expiration

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL
THEN TAKE

*Some model restrictions may apply.

$300 OFF

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

*Some expiration dates apply so don’t delay

May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
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Marketing
Toolbox
Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyperlocal to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS
We mail 135,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
21 towns. You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL COLOR PRINTING
We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$35 per thousand.

DIRECT MAIL
Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING
Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES
Start with an audit/analysis
of your website giving you a
report and recommendations
for $250.
It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016
Call today for FREE consult on marketing and business plans.
Online at RennaMedia.com
and NJLocalinfo.com

Advertise
in 1 or all
21 towns
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NAMI UNION COUNTY APRIL PROGRAMS
Tuesday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m.
Dr. James McCreath, Ph.D., Vice President,
Behavioral Health & Psychiatry at Trinitas
Regional Medical Center
The National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) affiliate of Union County invites the
public to hear about the $3.7 million federal grant
from the Department of Health and Human
Services given to Trinitas Regional Medical
Center to expand and increase operations of
mental health care. This grant will enable Trinitas
to be better equipped to identify those who have
had an acute psychiatric crisis and are in need of
community services for psychiatric, medical and
substance use services.
Join us to hear Dr. McCreath explain how this
program can alleviate decades old challenges by
assisting individuals to receive the fully
integrated care that they need on an ongoing basis

to help stabilize them in the community and
reduce hospitalizations.
You must register in advance for this program.
Email namiunioncounty@yahoo.com or visit
online at naminj.org/affiliates/union or on
Facebook at facebook.com/NAMI.UnionCounty.
Tuesday, April 20 at 7 p.m.
Family Support Zoom Group
This group is for family members and
caregivers of persons with mental illness. Are you
feeling stressed and alone in trying to cope with
the effects of a loved one’s mental illness? Join
this peer led group meetingsand gain insight from
others facing the same challenges. This group
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of every month 7:00
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Next meeting is April 20, 2021.
To
register:
email
Denise
at
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com with your name,
town, and phone number

• April 2021

NOW
HIRING
• Slate • Tile
• Wood Shingles
908-464-9655
• Copper Gutters
PeterWTraubRoofing@gmail.com
& Flashing
• Snow Guards
PeterTraubRoofing.com • All Phases
A.A.S. in Construction, SUNY Delhi University
of Carpentry
Established 1985 • Lic. #13VH00107400
• Roof Restoration

83 Industrial Road, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

au t
Electrical Lic. # 14616
& Plumbing w #8660

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE
• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Advertising webpage includes many features
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc.

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA

$20

PER POST
Block of 20
for $200

PAINTING & DECORATING
PAPER HUNG & POWER WASHING
RESIDENCIAL & COMERCIAL
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Over 40 years of experience

Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter.

Call any time
908 233-7469

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location.

• TRACKABLE RESULTS
All ads include a live view counter.

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN
• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why.

Member:
Professional
Painter’s
Association

WOOD FLOORS

ONE TIME
FLAT FEE
$250

Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation

CARPET & RUGS

Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind

RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET
A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs.

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website

Call for a consultation
if you do not have a website
or if need a new one.

• NO OBLIGATION
This service is recommended even if you have an existing
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES
• STARTER WEBSITE: $500
Basic static site that can be developed further

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR

STARTER
WEBSITE
$500

Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing

Call for free a consultation if you need
help developing an online marketing plan.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed
FLYERS
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND

GARCIA PAINTING Co.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand.
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab)

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-913-4650

Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
labor only. Materials not included. Cannot
10% Discount Onbe combined
with other offers. Exp. 4/30/21.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Asphalt Works
• Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
• Parking Areas
• Sealing
• Resurfacing
• Curbing
• Snow Plowing
• Dump Truck
Brian Hirth
& Backhoe Rental
908-687-0614
• Paving Machine
908-789-9508
• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

$35
PER 1,000

MENUS

$50

PER 1,000

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083
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SHOP FROM HOME
Visit our website:
MaranoSonsAuto.com
Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /
Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Buying

& Sellin
g Used C
ars & T
rucks Sin
ce 1955

Featuring Online Purchasing.
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles.
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only.
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations:

SUV & Trucks

Cars & Specialty Vehicles

507-13 South Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

150 South Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

908-789-1551

908-789-0555

Fax 908-789-2744

Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!
Like us on
Facebook!!!

Credit problems?
Call us to get you approved!

