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WALTER SCHWEIKARDT NAMED NJ EXEMPLARY EDUCATOR
Submitted by Gary Miller
Versatile Linden teacher Walter Schweikardt
has been selected as an Exemplary Educator by
the New Jersey Department of Education.
He is one of just 93 teachers across the state
who are being honored for 2020. He joins
Linden School No. 1 fifth-grade teacher Amy
Maloney in being honored.
“Congratulations to Mr. Schweikardt for this
wonderful honor,” said Superintendent Dr.
Marnie Hazelton. “This program recognizes
the best of the best from around New Jersey,
and Mr. Schweikardt has shown himself to be a
dedicated and skilled educator in many
different roles. For Linden to have two teachers
honored as Exemplary Educators is indicative
of the outstanding commitment of our faculty
and staff.”
Schweikardt just started a position as
technology teacher at Soehl Middle School, but
has filled several different roles during his 23
years in the district. He spent 18 years as a
third-grade teacher at School No. 2, before
becoming an elementary math coach, which he
called his “dream job.” He worked primarily at
Schools No. 5 and 9, but also filled in at
Schools No. 1 and 2. He spent the first part of
the 2020-2021 school year filling in as a thirdgrade at School No. 9.
“Throughout my years in Linden, and in the
many schools I have worked, I have enjoyed
building lasting friendships and strong bonds
with staff members, administrators, students,
and families,” Schweikardt said. “Those
relationships and bonds have been the greatest
rewards of my career.”
School No. 9 Principal Dr. Larry Plummer
said Schweikardt’s dedication goes far beyond
his assigned duties, including volunteering at
concerts and other extracurricular events, and
acting as a mentor and counselor to other
teachers.
“Mr. Schweikardt is a true teacher-leader in
the broadest sense,” Plummer said. “He
dedicates himself to the success of our teachers
and the school. This new honor envisions the

(above) Linden teacher Walter Schweikardt brought his dog Buster, a
retired therapy dog, into School No. 9 in 2019 when classes were
learning about therapy dogs.
Photo by Linden Public Schools

work of more than just instructing; it presumes an expansive role in the
school. It implies a go-to educator for teachers, staff, administrators and
students. Mr. Schweikardt is the epitome of pedagogy, and education in
Linden is enhanced because of him.”
The students Schweikardt is leaving behind at School No. 9 wanted
him to know how much he meant to them. Parents and students held a
drive-by parade past his house on February 24, then stopped to give him
balloons and a class photo collage, and to show him posters that they
made thanking him for his love and dedication.
“I was overwhelmed by the outpouring of kindness and generosity
from my third-grade students and their families,” Schweikardt said. “I
could not be more appreciative or thankful!”
Each year, the New Jersey Department of Education invites public
school districts to participate in the Exemplary Educator Recognition
Program. The goal of this program is to identify outstanding educators
for special recognition. Exemplary Educators exhibit strong knowledge
and skills, an inspiring presence, and a positive impact on students,
colleagues, and the school community.
Schweikardt turns that positive impact into a lifelong commitment to
his students.
“My motto has always been, and will always be, ‘Once you are my
student, you are my student for life,’” Schweikardt said. “Therefore, you
can always visit me and seek out any help that you may need.”

Selling Your Home? Looking For Top Dollar?
Call Your In Town Linden Specialist All Towne Realty
WE GET YOUR HOME SOLD!
Call Now For A Free Home Evaluation

732-381-1190
www.alltownerealty.com
30 Brant Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

Buying or Selling?
We are Ready to
Spring Ahead for You!
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NEW NOVEL SET IN LINDEN, WINS AWARD
Life in Linden is published by Renna Media in
cooperation with the Linden Chamber of
Commerce, an affiliate of the Gateway Regional
Chamber of Commerce.
17,400 newspapers are printed monthly. and
are mailed to every postal patron in Linden.
Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Linden Chamber of Commerce assumes no
liability for errors or omissions.

Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 418-5586
Fax: (908) 709-9209
E-mail: editor@rennamedia.com

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Did you or someone you know accomplish
something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your latest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Life In LInden your news!

Call: 908-858-4012
Fax: 908-709-9209
Email: editor@rennamedia.com

Through A Broken Window, a new novel by
“I’m living proof the creative journey doesn't
Gary Turchin (Linden High School Class of ‘70) end with a diagnosis,” he said.
is set on the sandlot softball fields of Linden’s
The book is available directly from Turchin’s
elementary schools. The novel won first prize in website, www.garyturchin.net, or from Amazon,
the Best Indie Book Awards competition (BIBA), https://rb.gy/pgk8ma.
mainstream novel category.
“The story is part family drama, part disorganized crime thriller, part civil rights tale, and
at the center of which is the constant of a youth
softball tournament between Linden’s schools.
Ultimately, it’s a coming of age saga of its 12year-old protagonist, Jerry Epstein,” described
Turchin. “Generally, it's a period piece about
Linden’s culture, circa 1964.”
Turchin was surprised by the award, which is
for small presses and independently published
books. “I entered the competition on a lark,
hoping, at best, for an honorable mention. But I
won the first prize.”
Turchin grew up in the Sunnyside district of
Linden. His dad owned a luncheonette in East
Orange, where part of the story is set as well.
“There’s a lot of autobiography in the novel,
but it is ultimately fiction, and should be read as
such. I made up the story completely.”
Turchin is a well-established poet currently
living in Berkeley, California.
“You can take the boy out of Linden, but you
can't take Linden out of the boy,” he noted.
Turchin is particularly proud of accomplishing
this novel while his body has been ravaged by
(above) Turchin with his book and
Parkinson’s Disease.
BIBA winner statue

Century 21 Real Estate Group
Thinking of Selling Your Home?
It is a Seller's Market Right
now. We are working with a
number of Buyers. Call us for
a free, no obligation Market
Analysis of your home.

MARKET ANALYSIS
OF YOUR HOME
Century 21 Real Estate Group
Office 908-322-2901
908-294-2388
century21nj.com

FREE
Each office is independently owned
and operated. If your home is currently
listed please disregard this offer.

1824 Front Street, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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15-19 Wood Avenue South
Linden, NJ

908-862-2334
Visit Our Website
for Directions & Menu

linwoodinntaphouse.com
Visit us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram
Brick Oven Thin Crust Pizza

Half plain
Whole
Plain Cheese .........................................................................................................................................................................$14.50
Aloha - Pineapple & ham.........................................................................................................................$18.95 ..................$19.95
Big Bubba - Grilled chicken, bacon, and ranch ......................................................................................$18.95 ..................$20.95
Buffalo Chicken - Buffalo chicken & bleu cheese ..................................................................................$18.95 ..................$20.95
Chef Dave’s Super - peppers, onions, pepperoni, sausage, & mushrooms...........................................$18.95 ..................$21.95
Heart Attack - Pepperoni, sausage, meatballs, bacon............................................................................$18.95 ..................$22.95
Corko’s Margherita - Fresh Mozzarella, & Fresh Basil ..........................................................................$17.95 ..................$20.95
Vegetarian - Broccoli, spinach, peppers, onion & mushrooms ...............................................................$17.95 ..................$20.95
Vodka - Vodka Sauce & Mozzarella ........................................................................................................$17.95 ..................$19.95
Nonna - Fresh tomato, Garlic, basil, & Mozzarella..................................................................................$17.95 ..................$20.95
***All Specialty Pizza’s also available in 12” Cauliflower Crust for all Keto, Lo Carb diets.

12oz. USDA Certified Prime Black Angus Burgers
Hamburger - Served with lettuce, tomato, and onion............................................................................................................$12.75
Cheeseburger -American cheese, lettuce, tomato & onion .................................................................................................$13.50
Mushroom Swiss Burger - Sauteed mushrooms & melted Swiss.......................................................................................$12.95
Crispy Onion Burger - Lettuce, tomato, and crispy fried onions..........................................................................................$12.95
Bacon Cheese Burger - Thick cut bacon, American Cheese, lettuce, tomato, and raw onion ............................................$13.95
Black & Bleu Burger - Blackened seasoned burger, with melted bleu cheese, lettuce, tomato, and red onion..................$13.95
Bacon, Egg & Cheeseburger - Not just for breakfast ..........................................................................................................$13.95
Yosh Burger -sauteed onion, mushrooms, and cheddar cheese ...........................................................................................$13.95
Jenna’s Jersey Burger - Taylor ham, Bacon, American Cheese, fried onions, lettuce, and tomato....................................$13.95
Guacamole Turkey Burger - Topped with guacamole, melted cheddar, jalapeños sautéed onions, and lime sour cream.$12.95
Tap House Turkey Burger - Topped with bacon, lettuce, tomato, fried onion, and creole mustard sauce ..........................$13.95
Texas Patty Melt - American cheeseburger with au jus, fried onions, served on Texas toast ..............................................$13.50
****All burgers served with Fries, and Pickle

NEW

TAP HOUSE
SPICY BREADED WINGS
Spicy & Crunchy with a moist tender
inside, served with ranch
(7) $12.95 (12) $15.95

TAP HOUSE PHILLY JUMBO CHEESESTEAK NEW
New 3/4lb. Shaved Ribeye, sautéed onions,
green and bell peppers, mushrooms, melted cheddar
and american cheese, marinara sauce
. . . 2 1/2+ lbs of heaven, all said in done!!! $13.95

Visit our website and select online ordering.
You can also download the Mobilebytes loyalty app
and place your order there.

www.linwoodinntaphouse.com
For online ordering, go to our website, www.linwoodinntaphouse.com
and select online ordering, or download the mobilebytes loyalty app.
Earn points with every order for Mobilebytes.

Beginning April 19th, we will reopen
Mondays and Tuesdays from 4pm till 11pm.
Wednesday 12pm till 11pm
Thursday 12pm till 11pm
Friday 12pm till 12 am
Saturday 12pm till 12am
Sunday 12pm till 11pm
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LINDEN RESIDENTS GRADUATE THE TRINITAS SCHOOL OF NURSING
One hundred and six students received their
nursing diplomas from the Trinitas School of
Nursing on January 21st, including Linden
residents Domenica Gonzalez-Robalin, Jackelyn
Justiniano, Andreza Catalunia, Diane Kathryn
Degracia, and Shamise Y. Edwards-Johnson.
“Trinitas School of Nursing is a National
League for Nursing Center of Excellence in
Nursing Education for the fourth time,” said Dr.
Roseminda Santee, Dean of the Trinitas School
of Nursing, which is affiliated with Union County
College, and also awards Associates in Science
Degrees to the graduates. “I have data to show
that the enrollment and applications to the School
of Nursing have increased. And during the
pandemic, it did not falter. It continued
increasing. You would think that people would
no longer be interested. Instead, they go forward.
We are very proud of our class of January 2021,
and our faculty and staff, for doing this
professional work during a very challenging
situation and practicing all precautions including
screening, social distancing, handwashing, and
masking.”
Trinitas School of Nursing, operated jointly by
Trinitas Regional Medical Center and Union
County College, currently holds full accreditation
from the Accreditation Commission for
Education in Nursing (ACEN), and the New
Jersey State Board of Nursing. The National
League for Nursing has awarded the School of

Nursing a fourth designation as a Center of
Excellence in Nursing Education status for the
years 2015 - 2024 for Creating Environments that
Enhance Student Learning and Professional
Development. The School also holds a 20-year,

40-class national licensing examination
(NCLEX) passage rate of 86.30% on first
writing.
For more information about Trinitas School of
Nursing, visit www.trinitasschoolofnursing.org.

Individual photos were taken by Grace Photography and edited to create the class photo.

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH
CALL 908-654-6050
FAST CLOSINGS • ANY CONDITION
•
•
•
•

GUARANTEED CASH OFFER
AS IS SALE - NO REPAIRS REQUIRED
NO REALTOR COMMISSION
CLOSING IN AS LITTLE AS 14 DAYS

NO MATTER WHAT THE REASON:
• PROPERTY NEEDS REPAIRS
• TAX LIENS • DIVORCE
• INHERITED HOUSES
• FORECLOSURE • ETC.
KENSINGTON PROPERTY
INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC
908-654-6050
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LINDEN POLICE OFFICER RECOGNIZED BY MADD NEW JERSEY
Submitted by Lt. Christopher Guenther
Mothers Against Drunk Driving® (MADD)
New Jersey held its 2020 Annual New Jersey
State Law Enforcement Recognition Event in
February.
Due to the ongoing pandemic, the normally inperson event was held virtually on Facebook and
YouTube. The event recognized the work of 250
law enforcement professionals and agencies from
across New Jersey who showed outstanding
dedication to DWI enforcement, prosecution and
education during the 2019 calendar year.
“MADD’s Campaign to Eliminate Drunk
Driving endorses and encourages high-visibility
law enforcement and continuing diligence on the
part of our police, prosecutors and probation
professionals.” says Richard C. Mallow, MADD
New Jersey State Executive Director.
“This event is our way of saying thank you to
the officers who dedicate their lives to keeping
our roads and highways safe.”
Among those honored was Linden Police
Officer Ariel Franjul. Officer Franjul, who has
served as a Patrol Officer since 2017, was
recognized as a Department leader in DUI
enforcement.
“Over the past several years we have been very
aggressive in our efforts to stop impaired
driving,” said Linden Police Chief David Hart.
“Ofc. Franjul has demonstrated incredible
commitment and leadership in this area, and we
are very proud of the work he has done to keep
our roadways safe.”

ABOUT MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING
Founded by a mother whose daughter was
killed by a drunk driver, Mothers Against Drunk
Driving® (MADD) is creating a future of “No
More Victims”. MADD is the nation’s largest
nonprofit working to end drunk driving, help
fight drugged driving, support the victims of
these crimes and prevent underage drinking.
MADD supports drunk and drugged driving
victims and survivors at no charge, serving one

person every ten minutes through local MADD
victim advocates and at 1-877-MADD-HELP.
MADD’s Campaign to Eliminate Drunk
Driving® will end drunk driving through
increased law enforcement, all offender ignition
interlock laws and advanced vehicle
technology.
Learn more by visiting MADD New Jersey’s
website at madd.org/nj or by calling
609-409-1220.

(above, l-r) Captain Joe Cacioppo, Lt. Chris Guenther, Ofc. Ariel Franjul, Sgt. Monika Oliveira,
and Police Chief Dave Hart.
Photo by City of Linden

Direct 908-400-7925
Office 732-669-9090
Cynthia Goodman

Offices in Linden, Rahway,
Livingston, Milburn, Holmdel
1516 Irving Street • Rahway, NJ 07065

Broker Associate

20 years of experience
Don't hesitate to contact me for any of your real estate needs!
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My husband and I
are very grateful fo
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all of your assistanc
e in helping us sell
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home. We’ll definite
ly recommend you.
Thank you - Mr.
& Mrs. Johnson

Cynthia,
I knew from the moment you answered your
office phone and we spoke a few minutes, that you
were going to be the agent to list my home. You
were very polite, professional and enthusiastic. You
were just as pleasant when we met. I also want to
thank you for keeping me up to date throughout the
entire transaction. I will definitely recommend you
to someone who needs a good realtor.
– T.C.
Hello Ms. Goodman,
I’m very happy that I decided to use you as my
real estate agent. When we met, I explained to you
that since I’m an investor, I normally don’t use an
agent, but my property was a unique style & I
needed professional assistance. All of your
recommendations were very instrumental in getting
my property sold.
Thank you – I. T.
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2021 BLACK HISTORY MONTH POSTER CONTEST WINNERS
In celebration of Black History Month Mayor
Derek Armstead, the City of Linden, and the
Department of Parks and Recreation challenged
students to put their best foot forward and push
their creativity to the max by hosting the 2021
Black History Month Poster Contest. In these
unprecedented times it was imperative to create
a fun and inclusive activity for our youth. The
theme of the contest was Black American
Astronauts and was offered to students in grades

6 through 12. The submission deadline was
February 19, 2021. Posters were judged on
Wednesday, February 24, 2021
The winners are: Janvi Patel, 9th grade (her
beautiful artwork displays a picture of Mae C.
Jamison); Bryan Figueroa, 10th grade (his
beautiful artwork displays a picture of Ronald
McNair); Anai Carpio, 11th grade (her beautiful
artwork displays a picture of Ronald McNair);
and Dior Weaver, 12th grade (her beautiful

artwork displays a picture that represents all
Black American astronauts)
All four winners represented Linden High
School. Each was awarded with a $25 Visa gift
card donated by Mary Phillips, the Community
Relations Coordinator at the Bayway RefineryPhillips 66. The Linden Recreation Department
would like to thank each and every participant
and hope that you continue to artistically
participate in the future.

(above, l-r) Anai Carpio, 11th Grade; Bryan Figueroa, 10h Grade; Janvi Patel, 9th Grade; and Dior Weaver, 12th Grade
Photos by the City of Linden
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION

908-361-6372
1-800-650-0968

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS
SIDING

Family
Owned &
Operated For
17 Years

Save $900

• All Work Guaranteed
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• 20% Senior Discount
• Major Credit Cards
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/21.

You Home Improvement Connection

GUTTERS

MASONRY
STEPS

April Special
COMPLETE SET OF STEPS
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete

$2,800

With this ad. Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Expires April 30, 2021

FOUNDATIONS

FOUNDATION
• NEW
FUNDATIONS
• REPAIRS
• WATERPROOFING

MASONRY
• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK & BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

ROOFING
BEFORE

AFTER

Special!CHIMNEY LINER
$1300

Why Should I Use A
Chimney Lining System?
• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles
Fire
Improved
• Protect the masonry from
Safety
Performance
the corrosive by products
of combustion
• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
Long Term Easy & Effective
efficiency of appliance
Preservation
Cleaning
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires April 30, 2021

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

GUTTERS
• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

Carbon Monoxide
is invisible,
odorless,
and can kill you!

$400
OFF
ANY FOUNDATION JOB
OF $2000 OR MORE
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/21.

Save
$900
ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/21.

$79.99
GUTTERS CLEANING
(Any Average House)

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4/30/21.

$150 OFF

ANY ROOF REPAIR
of $500 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4/30/21.

$200 OFF
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
of $800 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4/30/21.
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TEACHERS’ BLACK HISTORY MONTH VIDEOS HIGHLIGHT LOCAL HEROES
Submitted by Gary Miller
Teacher L.J. McGhee wanted to find a way to
make Black History Month feel more personal
and relevant to students in Linden Public
Schools.
He did so with a little help from his friends.
McGhee and Allison Rotola, both Pre-K
disabled teachers at School No. 2 in Linden,
came up with the idea of creating a video
highlighting success stories of former Linden
Public Schools students who went on to be
successful adults. Most of the subjects to
contribute to the video are McGhee’s former

(above) A scene of Linden teacher L.J. McGhee
in a video he created along with colleagues for
Black History Month. The video aims to inspire
students by showing success stories of alumni.
Photo by Linden Public Schools

school friends.
“The video came about because I grew up in
Linden and most of my friends are successful
products of the Linden Public School system,” he
said. “We all are still actively involved in either
the school community or community outside of
the school. I thought it would be cool to have real
life people that you can see daily making an
impact in your community that once were sitting
in the same exact seats these students are sitting
in now.”
The “Mr. McGhee and Friends” video is
relevant to students throughout Linden, not just
from School No. 2. Participants went to schools
throughout the district, including Linden High
School, McManus and Soehl middle schools, and
various elementary schools.
McGhee and Rotola brainstormed the idea,
then got the support of Principal Peter Fingerlin
and acting Vice Principal Antoinette Modrak.
“They did an amazing job,” Fingerlin said.
“Very powerful! School No. 2 and the Linden
Public School District continue to inspire
students, of all backgrounds, to challenge
themselves and exceed their own expectations.
This video is proof of that.”
Modrak added: “The work they put together
created such a personal connection that has made
this Black History Month celebration even more
inspirational.”
Next McGhee enlisted his friends to be

subjects of the video.
“When I asked the question about
participating, my friends did not hesitate,” he
said. “They sent me short videos about them and
which school they attended and provided positive
messages for the students.”
The response was so overwhelming that the
video actually turned into two videos.
McGhee and Rotola also enlisted School No.
2 paraprofessional Sardou Sainvil to be in the
video, as well as to use his extraordinary video
editing skills to put the video together.
“Mr. Sardou did an amazing job of putting all
the pieces together,” McGhee said. “The response
was amazing from students, colleagues, and
people in the community. Huge credit goes to
those that participated and made the video so
impactful to our school community.”
Many Black History Month lessons focus on
famous African-Americans who made great
contributions throughout history, but McGhee
and Rotola felt everyday heroes from students’
own hometown may be more accessible to
today’s students.
“I think it is very important to recognize the
community heroes, and I was just fortunate a lot
of them are my close friends of 20-plus years
who walked the halls of the elementary school,
middle school, and high school together,”
McGhee said. “We are proud to be from Linden
and want to help in any way possible.”
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GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

15

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

%

SENIOR CITIZEN
OFF DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$250-$350
ANY CHIMNEY JOB

CHIMNEY LINERS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS

SHINGLE ROOF

FLAT TOP ROOF

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

300

$

OFF

ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

SLATE ROOF

SPANISH STYLE ROOF

NEW STEPS

$

800

OFF ANY NEW

ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

24/7
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450
ANY ROOF REPAIR

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-30-21. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.
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RAHWAY GIRL SCOUT
TROOP WELCOMES
LINDEN RESIDENTS
Submitted by Robyn Koenig
Girl Scout Troop 41748 is from Rahway, NJ.
We are comprised of girls from all over Union
and Somerset counties. We have girls ranging
from 7th to 12th grade. We are an active troop,
even during the pandemic.
We meet about once a month and do many
different badges and community service
activities. We have also traveled to many places
such as Philadelphia, PA and Savannah, GA.
We always are happy to help in our community
and look forward to doing the placemats for
Rahway Food For Friends each year to put smiles
on the faces of the community. Visit gshnj.org to
join or learn more.

ITALIAN CONTINENTAL CUISINE
WONDERFUL FOOD
WITH GREAT ATMOSPHERE

Celebrate Easter
With Us
(above) Charlotte Koenig, Cadette, Lily Ternay,
Senior, and Monyka Koenig, Ambassador.

Make your dining
reservations now!
Seating starts at 1 p.m.

GK Tax Service LLC
625 Elizabeth Avenue
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07206

(908) 289-1000
Fax: 908-289-1001

Graciela “Grace” Ayudant
Email: gktaxservicellc@yahoo.com

Now with a second location in Colonia, NJ.

Can Work With You Remotely
SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST
• Bookkeeping • Tax returns • Payroll
• Sales Tax • Electronic Filing
• New Business Registration
• Notary Public • Translations
Year-round or Quarterly service
30 years experience • Se habla español
• Registered Tax Return Preparer •
• Member of New Jersey Association of Public Accountants •
• Member of National Association of Tax Professionals •

Sun: 2pm-9pm • Tues thru Thur: 11:30am-10pm
• Fri: 11:30am-11pm • Sat: 4:30-11pm • Closed Mondays

Pick-Up – orders in advance only or delivery service:
Grubhub • Uber Eats • Doordash

Gift Certificates Always Available

(908) 862-0020
1700 W. Elizabeth Ave. Linden, NJ

www.amiciristorante.com
#NJItaly
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LYDIA PERNIA TAKES OATH AS ADVOCATE FOR LOCAL FOSTER YOUTH
CASA of Union County
Nine community members ranging from age
22 to 63 make up the newest class of volunteer
child advocates for CASA of Union County, the
only nonprofit advocating for the best interests of
Union County youth removed from home due to
abuse or neglect, and placed in foster care.
Linden’s Lydia Pernia is among them.
Superior Court Judge Marc R. Brown presided
over the recent swearing-in ceremony via Zoom;
advocates will now be matched to a foster youth
or sibling set and begin putting their 30 hours of
training into practice. The class includes both
non-parents and parents, and such backgrounds
as teaching, freelance, law and homemaking. In
addition to Pernia, they are Jacqui Lenner and
Nicole Sandstedt of Westfield, Laurie Litterio of
Cranford, Rebecca Muston and Amy Saunders of
Summit, Sue Pangis of Berkeley Heights, Tamara
Parraga-Sez of Newark, and Jackie Rodriguez of
Clark.
Prior to administering the oath, the judge
shared, “I find the value of CASA volunteers
immeasurable. … CASA is so significant; I
always make a point of hearing from the CASA
volunteer during the hearing.” Acknowledging
that COVID-19 requires the swearing-in and
court hearings remain virtual for now, he added,
“I so look forward to being able to shake your
hand and congratulate you. The assistance you
will provide is, again, immeasurable. Thank you
for doing this.”
Currently, the organization serves just over 80
percent of all Union County foster youth in care.
With a goal to provide an advocate for every
youth that needs one, the organization has
remained steadfast – despite the pandemic – in
efforts to ensure its work continues. To that end,
a fully online training and recruiting
infrastructure was put into place, and protocols
implemented to ensure advocates remained both
connected to their youth and able to report to
judges, and staff continued recruiting and training
volunteers to help meet the need for youth still
awaiting an advocate.
Said Executive Director Mariel S. Hufnagel,
“In the face of the challenging life circumstances
we are all facing due to the COVID-19 global
health pandemic, this tremendous group of
women still made a decision to give of their time
and energy, and train virtually to become
advocates. I am so proud to welcome them to the
CASA family and can't wait to see all of the ways
in which they positively impact the youth to
whom they will be assigned.”

PAYING CASH FOR HOUSES
• As-is Condition
• Fast Closings
• Stop Foreclosure
• 35 Years Experience

CALL TONY: CELL 973-202-0996
OR GARY: OFFICE 973-762-9000
Realty 33 LLC, 1837 Springfield Ave, Maplewood, NJ

Upon being court-ordered to a case, the CASA best interests.
volunteer has access to the youth as well as foster
Contact Walia
parents, doctors, caseworkers, therapists and
at wworrill@casaofunioncounty.org f
teachers in order to identify concerns and unmet
or details on upcoming classes
needs, report to the judge and protect the youth’s
and how to Change a Child’s Story.

(above) Linden’s Lydia Pernia was among nine CASA volunteers for foster youth who were
recently sworn in during a ceremony held via Zoom. For details on upcoming classes and how you
can Change a Child’s Story, contact Walia at wworrill@casaofunioncounty.org.

It’s time for new dentures!
If your dentures …

uarq

• Are loose
• Over 5 years old
• Have been repaired many times

Or . . .

• You would like to improve your smile

Then call . . .

Ask about
implant supported dentures.

For an appointment today!
The doctors at Dentalcare Associates
will provide all your denture needs.
• 1 hour denture repairs
• 3 hour lab relines laboratory on premises
• All repairs schedule permitting

OFFICE COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS

✔ All staff & patients screened and temperatures taken ✔ Intra-oral high speed suction systems
✔ Reduced reception seating ✔ Shielded reception desk ✔ UV wands for surfaces and equipment
✔ Personal protective equipment for the dental team
✔ Operatories with HEPA and UV-C filtration

• Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing •

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director

908-322-7800

567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com
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Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am - 3 pm

908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth,

We accommodate the trade as well as the
do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.

5-Yards or more

Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat Moss
Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

Prices
per yard

Black Topsoil ...................................$36

MULCH
Black Dyed.......................................$30
Brown Dyed.....................................$30
Red Dyed..........................................$32
Hardwood.........................................$24

FREE
Same Day Delivery
LAWN & GARDEN

SOIL

HARDSCAPE

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS

Concrete Sand..................................$50
• Cement
3⁄4 Clean Stone..................................$44
• Concrete Block
Stone Dust........................................$34
• Belgium Block
QP ......................................................$36
• Curbing
DECORATIVE STONE
• Limestone Treads
3⁄8 Red Stone .....................................$74
• Diamond Blades
3⁄4 Red Stone .....................................$70
TOOLS
3⁄4 Goose Egg ....................................$94
• Mason Tools
11/2-3 Goose Egg ...............................$98
• Shovels
3⁄4 Arctic White .................................$94
• Rakes
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel................$60
DRAINAGE
1 Riverbed ........................................$70
• Catch Basins
11/2-3 Riverbed..................................$80
• Pipe
Prices subject to change without notice.

Largest Display of
Cambridge Pavers
in Union County
Waterfalls • Fireplaces
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways
• Patios • Curbs
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WAVE OF HIRES, PROMOTIONS, AND RETIREMENTS IN LINDEN PD
Submitted by Lt. Christopher Guenther
There has been a lot of movement in the
Linden Police Department as of late. Three
veteran Officers, including two Supervisors, have
retired since the beginning of this year. Sgt.
Andrew Perrella and Ofc. Jeffrey Searles retired
on February 1st after 31 and 25 years of service
respectively. On March 1st, Sgt. William Bizub
retired, also with 25 years of service. Each of
these Officer have had distinguished careers, and
while we wish them well during the next phase
of their lives, we will certainly miss them.
Following these retirements, Detective Leon
Paster was promoted to the rank of Sergeant on
February 4th. Paster was previously assigned to
the Juvenile Aid Bureau, where he was
instrumental in the development and
administration of the Department’s Youth
Academy. Additionally, Officer John Vasquez
was promoted to the rank of Sergeant on March
2nd. Vasquez, who served as a Patrol Officer

before his promotion, also actively serves as a
Master Sergeant in the NJ Army National Guard.
Paster and Vasquez will both serve as a Field
Sergeants in the Patrol Division.
The Department also added several new
Officers to the ranks, including Recruits Pawel
Kepa, Yokanis Tavarez, & Jesse Colon, who were
sworn in on January 26th. These Officers went
on to graduate from the John H. Stamler Police
Academy on January 28th.

Ofc. Daniel Hernandez and Ofc. Katarzyna
Dziadosz were sworn in on February 16th.
Because they have already completed Police
Academy training, Hernandez, who previously
served as a Special Class II Officer in Avon by
the Sea, and Dziadosz, who previously served as
a Police Officer at Rutgers University Police
Department, can bypass much of the standard
recruit training and “hit the streets” almost
immediately.

(above l, r) Sgt. Leon Paster is sworn in by
City Clerk Joseph Bodek.

(above l, r) Sgt. William Bizub and
Police Chief David Hart

(above l, r) Recruits Pawel Kepa, Yokanis
Tavarez, & Jesse Colon.

(above l, r) Police Chief David Hart, Ofc. Daniel Hernandez, Ofc. Katarzyna Dziadosz,
and Mayor Derek Armstead
Photos by City of Linden

“Your Home Sold, Guaranteed . . . or We Buy IT!”
(above l, r) Ofc. Jeffrey Searles and
Sgt. Andrew Perrella

(above l, r) Sgt. John Vasquez is sworn in by
City Clerk Joseph Bodek.
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BLOOD DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED CHRONIC SHORTAGES THREATEN
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM AS POTENTIAL SECOND WAVE LOOMS
New Jersey Blood Services, a division of New
York Blood Center (NYBC), wants to increase
blood donations for area hospitals. The COVID19 pandemic has created a chronic shortage
across the country that shows no sign of
improving. This is particularly dangerous given
the looming uncertainty surrounding the
pandemic’s trajectory over the course of the next
few months.
Blood is urgently needed. The region’s
healthcare system requires 1,500 donations each
day to treat patients ranging from trauma victims
and cancer patients to newborn babies and their
mothers. Prior to the pandemic, blood drives
were held at businesses, high schools, colleges
and community groups. Most of those groups
have had to cancel their blood drives due to
COVID-19. Donations are at just 65% of prepandemic levels - well below what is needed by
hospitals and patients in our area.
“This is an incredibly challenging time for our
communities. We are now relying on people
seeking out a place to donate. So far, that is not
happening at the level we need,” said Andrea H.
Cefarelli, Senior Executive Director of
Recruitment & Marketing for New York Blood
Center.
We are asking our community to visit our
donor centers or to find a convenient community
blood drive to donate. “The Covid-19 pandemic
has created blood shortages for all New Jersey

and NY hospital systems, said Cefarelli. Donated
blood is essential for trauma and surgery patients
in need. We encourage healthy New Jersey
residents, aged 16 to 75, to donate blood at NJBS
blood drives and donation sites now. Visit
NYBC.org or Call 1-800-933-BLOOD (2566) to
make an appointment today.”
HOW NEW JERSEY RESIDENTS CAN HELP:
To make an appointment to donate blood, visit
donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/zip.
NYBC also needs more partners to step up and
help host drives in large venues. If you have a
space available and would like to host a blood
drive,
please
sign
up
at
nybloodcenter.org/support-us/host-blooddrive/apply-host-drive.
For information on the extra precautions being
taken to help prevent the person-to-person spread
of COVID-19, visit our website.
ABOUT NEW YORK BLOOD CENTER
Founded in 1964, New York Blood Center
(NYBC) is a nonprofit organization that is one of
the largest independent, community-based blood
centers in the world. NYBC, along with its
operating divisions Community Blood Center
of Kansas City, Missouri (CBC), Innovative
Blood Resources (IBR), Blood Bank of
Delmarva (BBD), and Rhode Island Blood
Center (RIBC), collect approximately 4,000 units
of blood products each day and serve local
communities of more than 75 million people

in the Tri-State area (NY, NJ, CT), Mid Atlantic
area (PA, DE, MD, VA), Missouri and
Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, Rhode Island, and
Southern New England. NYBC and its operating
divisions also provide a wide array of
transfusion-related medical services to over 500
hospitals nationally, including Comprehensive
Cell Solutions, the National Center for Blood
Group Genomics, the National Cord Blood
Program, and the Lindsley F. Kimball Research
Institute, which — among other milestones —
developed a practical screening method for
hepatitis B as well as a safe, effective and
affordable vaccine, and a patented solvent
detergent plasma process innovating bloodpurification technology worldwide.

REGISTER FOR THE
COVID-19 VACCINE

FOR SENIORS 75 AND OLDER
The NJ State Department of Health has
established a dedicated call center line for
seniors 75 years and older to assist in
registering, scheduling and re-scheduling the
COVID-19 vaccine.

THE CALL NUMBER IS
856-249-7007

Keep your cool this summer
with Reel Strong
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

REEL-STRONG can evaluate your heating and cooling needs with
no obligation, before you purchase equipment that you may not need.
We are a full service installation and maintenance company.
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER • RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS • NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

Visit us on

0% Financing Available
Serving Union County
for 96 years!
Rheem
High Efficiency
Central Air Conditioning
NJ Clean Energy Program*
Incentive for the Purchase
of High Efficiency Heat and AC

ASK US ABOUT OUR
GREAT WARRANTEES!

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

SAVE THIS COUPON

$25 OFF

ANY SERVICE CALL
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.
With Coupon – No Expiration

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL
THEN TAKE

*Some model restrictions may apply.

$300 OFF

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

*Some expiration dates apply so don’t delay

May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
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PHILLIPS 66 RELEASES INAUGURAL HUMAN
CAPITAL MANAGEMENT REPORT
HELP FIGHT VEHICLE
BURGLARIES
Submitted by Linden Police Department
Towns across the state have been plagued by
burglaries to vehicles, and sadly Linden has not
been spared. Help us fight this trend by following
these few tips...
1. ALWAYS lock your doors - almost all of
vehicles that targeted had their doors
unlocked. Cars that were locked were spared.
2. Park work trucks and vans off the street if
possible.
3. Make a report - make a report, even if
nothing is taken. The information you
provide may help identify a suspect or trend.
Together we will make Linden
a safer place to live and work.

Phillips 66 published its inaugural Human
Capital Management Report, a comprehensive
look at the company’s approach to building a
high-performing organization, with workforce
metrics, details on the employee experience, and
insight on the culture that makes Phillips 66 a
premier workplace for its 14,300 employees.
“Our people are among the brightest in the
industry,” said Phillips 66 Chairman and CEO
Greg Garland. “Creating an environment where
they can thrive helps our company play a pivotal
role in solving one of the most important issues
of our time: how to meet the world’s growing
energy needs while achieving a lower-carbon
future.”
The report chronicles some of the company’s
responses to the unprecedented challenges of
2020, including the pandemic, a series of natural
disasters and social unrest. Garland, noting the
company’s achievements during the volatile year,
said 2020 “revealed in our people a remarkable
ability to innovate, solve problems creatively,
work together and achieve excellence.”
The Phillips 66 report covers, among other

things:
• The key principles that shape the company’s
human capital management strategy.
• Phillips 66’s efforts to build a more inclusive
and diverse workforce.
• The benefits that cultivate an environment
where all employees can thrive.
The full report can be found at
phillips66.com/hcmr.
ABOUT PHILLIPS 66
Phillips 66 is a diversified energy
manufacturing and logistics company. With a
portfolio of Midstream, Chemicals, Refining, and
Marketing and Specialties businesses, the
company processes, transports, stores and
markets fuels and products globally. Phillips 66
Partners, the company’s master limited
partnership, is integral to the portfolio.
Headquartered in Houston, the company has
14,300 employees committed to safety and
operating excellence. Phillips 66 had $55 billion
of assets as of Dec. 31, 2020. For more
information, visit phillips66.com or follow us on
Twitter @Phillips66Co.

BRING UNWANTED MEDICINES TO POLICE HQ
The Linden police Department joined the New
Jersey Attorney General’s “Project Medicine
Drop” initiative in 2017, and installed a Project
Medicine Drop Box at Police Headquarters. In
2020 254 lbs. of drugs were deposited in the box.
The department’s Project Medicine Drop Box
is located at 301 North Wood Avenue Linden, NJ.
Residents may visit the Linden Police
Department at any time, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, 365 days a year, to dispose of their
unused or excess medications. No needles or
liquids are accepted.
By giving New Jerseyans a safe and secure
method to dispose of unneeded medications,
Project Medicine Drop helps prevent the abuse
of these drugs. This initiative also protects New

Jersey’s environment by keeping these drugs out
of the landfills and out of the water supply. More
information about Project Medicine Drop,
including the full list of Project Medicine Drop
locations
can
be
found
at
NJConsumerAffairs.gov/meddrop.

NORTH ARLINGTON
WE BUY HOUSES IN
NEED OF REPAIR FOR CASH CONSTRUCTION
FAST CLOSINGS
WE BUY IN “AS IS” CONDITION
CONTACT ANTHONY
AT 732-388-9144

ERA Village Green Realtors
35 Brant Avenue, Clark

eravillagegreen.com
Serving All
Union Coun
ty

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing

908-925-0444
908-928-0031

General Contractors
Residential / Commercial

In business for over 30 years

“One-Stop-Shop Construction Company”
We do it all! No job to small or to large.
We work on one project at a time,
Licensed & Insured.
no bouncing from job to job.
FREE ESTIMATES
We have a showroom for viewing,
10% discount for all projects
booked by April 15th 2021
and can provide referrals upon request.

732-815-1661

www.northarlingtonconstruction.com
• Houses
• Decks
• Roofs
• Patios
• Driveways
Call, text or email today
for a free estimate and ask about • Fences
our SPRING CLEANING special!
• Siding
(732) 596-7525
• Gutters
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com
• And More
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BEREAVEMENT SEMINAR
The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
(FPCC) is preparing for its free eight-week
seminar, “Journey to Wholeness - Healing the
Grieving Heart”, taking place every Sunday from
April 11 to May 30 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Everyone across the United States who has
experienced loss of any kind, in the past or
present, are welcome to attend, as well as those
who have previously attended this seminar. This
unique seminar will take place via Zoom.
Registration is required to attend this event. Call
Patti Williams, seminar founder and trained
pastoral bereavement counselor, to register at
908-709-1341.
Eight sessions, each designed to lead a person
through the process of grief, will help those who
have suffered any type of loss better understand
the process and learn ways to cope, while also
practicing self-care. Patti Williams, R.N. and
Certified Pastoral Bereavement Counselor, and
Virginia Waters, PhD. Psychologist, have helped
almost 3,000 people experience healing, find new
purpose for their lives and feel joy once again.
Per Williams, “We are all navigating through
especially challenging times due to the ravages
of the pandemic, exhaustion from political
conflict, depletion of our resources, the loneliness
of increased isolation, and the unprecedented
chaotic environment in which we currently exist.
When you are also grieving a loss in the midst of
all these stressors, life can become very dark and
every day may seem overwhelming.”
The sessions include learning about the stages
of grief and understanding the tasks of the

grieving process, coping strategies and tools for
the journey, taking good care of ourselves,
dealing with changes, decisions, loneliness,
holidays, anniversaries, building a support
system and more.
Both of the leaders and all of the facilitators
have experienced loss within their lives and share
from “the inside out.” Bring family members and
friends. All faiths are welcome.
In the words of a recent participant, name
removed for privacy purposes, “I have learned
more along this heartbreaking journey than I ever
thought possible. I have learned that you will
never ever forget your love and that you are
changed forever, but you need to give yourself
permission to heal… I believe that your loved
one only wants the best for you and you will be
reunited one day.”
The seminar is dedicated to Patti’s late
husband, the Rev. Dr. Bruce D. Williams who had
a vision for this program and a desire to help
others deal with their pain and suffering during
their time of loss.
For more information about the program, visit
firstprescranford.org
ABOUT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
CRANFORD
As the body of Christ empowered by the Holy
Spirit, the First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
(FPCC), 11 Springfield Ave., Cranford, seeks to
live God’s Word and inspire others to embrace
Jesus’ commandment to love one another as the
Lord
loves
us.
Learn
more
at
firstprescranford.org

HEARTWARD YOGA

1 Yoga
1 Meditation
Private or Small Group Sessions
1 Pranayama
Online and In Person
1 Reiki Healing
Anna, certified advanced teacher of yoga, teaching 1 Shirodhara
since 2016, teaching all levels, conditions and ages.
1 HIIY
1 Ayurvedic

Consultation

718-312-2599
Heartwardyoga.com
Instagram@heartwardyoga

Discovery
Child Care

Diamond
Gymnastics
Academy

Cranford
After Care

SUMMER CAMP 2021
Mon. June 14 thru Fri. September 3

• Weekly Session Options (2 wk. minimum)
• Gymnastics, Sports, Arts & Crafts & More!
• Experienced Staff / CPR /First Aid Certified
• Our center follows all health and safety
guidelines!

(908) 272-3500
One Commerce Dr. Cranford, NJ 07016
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
TURN SPARE TIME INTO EXTRA CASH
Just a few hours a week could make all the difference.
Build an exciting new career with Primerica.
Part – time opportunities available.
Call June Lazaro Financial Representative
Office 732 845-0006 Cell 908 930-8310

NOW
HIRING
• Slate • Tile
• Wood Shingles
908-464-9655
• Copper Gutters
PeterWTraubRoofing@gmail.com
& Flashing
• Snow Guards
PeterTraubRoofing.com • All Phases
A.A.S. in Construction, SUNY Delhi University
of Carpentry
Established 1985 • Lic. #13VH00107400
• Roof Restoration

83 Industrial Road, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Asphalt Works
• Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
• Parking Areas
• Sealing
• Resurfacing
• Curbing
• Snow Plowing
• Dump Truck
Brian Hirth
& Backhoe Rental
908-687-0614
• Paving Machine
908-789-9508

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003
358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ
www.reynolds-plumbing.net
Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

PAYLESS ROOFING
ROOFING – SIDING – REPAIRS
Roof Coatings - Flat Roofs
• Same Phone # for 20 Years •

Call 908-486-0866
PaylessRoofingServices.com
Lic # 13VH00418100

WOOD FLOORS

Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation

CARPET & RUGS

Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind

RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET
A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

• Financing Available
• Special Discounts
• 50% off Sales Tax

FREE DELIVERY
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm;
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

wy[t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

www.jacobsonappliances.com

Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard

$25 OFF FOR LINDEN
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

908-913-4650

labor only. Materials not included. Cannot
10% Discount Onbe combined
with other offers. Exp. 4/30/21.

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 4/30/21.
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GRAMMY WINNER LEADS LINDEN EDUCATORS
IN COURAGEOUS CONVERSATION ABOUT BIAS
Submitted by Gary Miller
It was the day after Christmas 2020, and
Keyon Harold just wanted to go to breakfast with
his 14-year-old son. But as they were walking
through their hotel lobby in New York City,
Harrold’s son was falsely accused by a young
woman of stealing her phone.
The incident escalated into a heated
confrontation that forever changed the lives of
Harrold and his son, and gained worldwide
attention as an example of the inequities faced by
young African-American men.
Harrold, a Grammy Award-winning jazz
trumpeter, recounted this incident and discussed
its wider meaning with Linden Public Schools
administrators and staff members on March 2
during a special virtual session called
“Courageous Conversations: Adultification Bias
and Its Impact on Children of Color.”
Harrold was invited to speak to Linden
educators by Superintendent Dr. Marnie Hazelton
to help shed light on inequities in our society,
specifically how they affect school-age children.
“Mr. Harrold is a Grammy-award winning
trumpeter, but today he is joining us as a father.”
The session was moderated by Dr. Nichelle
Rivers, an artist, social rights activist, and school
administrator from Long Island. She and Harrold
discussed with dozens of Linden educators over
video conference what is meant by
“adultification” of children in the educational and
justice systems.
“It treats children as if they were adults,”
Rivers said. “It really denies them the protections
of childhood and excuses or even sanctions harsh
punitive reactions to them.”
Harrold said adultification is just part of the
larger system of inequities facing children of
color.
“It is something that has always been for black
kids, brown kids,” he said. “By the age of 9 or
10, they’re no longer cute anymore, so you treat
them the same way you treat an adult. Or you try
these kids as adults.”
Harrold talked about the December incident
with his son as a prime example. He said the
woman who accused his son had never met him
before and had no reason to suspect him. Her
phone was later found and returned to her.
“My son was just being himself,” Harrold said.
“He comes downstairs and he’s wrongfully
accused just because of the way he looks. There
were so many people in the lobby, but he was
keyed in as the person who stole her phone. The
fact that that happens so often, that you choose
the Black person to pick on, you choose him as
the target that ‘he’s a threat to me.’
“But meanwhile, this is a child. This child
plays video games, looks forward to drums, and
looks forward to having pizza. That’s it. But
you’re looking at him as the person that’s trying
to take you out or the person who wants what you
have. You look at him differently, and those kinds
of things need to stop. And that really takes
patience.”

“The woman asked to see my son’s cellphone,
and the manager at the hotel demanded that he
show his property,” Harrold said. “At this point
it’s been 300 or 400 years of Black people
showing their property, showing who you are,
ultimately showing your papers. ‘Show me that
you belong here, boy.’
“I tried to show my son at the time that, ‘I need
to preserve your dignity. You don’t know what
that is quite yet, but after this scenario you will
totally get it.’ I have spoken to him since about
the fact that he didn’t understand what is
happening. The implication of someone making
you prove yourself, making you prove that you
actually belong and what that does to your
identity.”
***
The session featured a strong give-and-take
dialogue between Harrold and Linden’s
educators. Harrold said showing students you
have their back is key for educators.
“Instill trust with the children, that you have
the best intentions with them,” he said. “And also
being able to hit them with anecdotes about the
good, the bad, and the ugly. ‘Trust me, I have
your back.’ Sometimes kids don’t feel like they
have somebody that has their back. Communicate
with them on their mental wavelength while
showing them there’s something bigger on why
you’re saying it.”
Courtney Serpone, a vocal music teacher at
McManus Middle School, said Harrold hit close
to home when he spoke of how he uses music to
help repair harm.
“As a music teacher, this was so impactful and
validating to hear, especially since I frequently
reflect on how the arts have such an incredible
power to not just heal but create true systemic and
social change,” she said. “As a district it is vital

for us to move forward having conversations
around equity, specifically ones that are centered
around race. By building trusting relationships,
talking about our differences in open, honest, and
productive ways, examining our belief systems,
and continually reflecting on our practices, we
will work together to dismantle systems of
inequity and allow for all to thrive within our
district and community.”
Terri Todd, a secretary at Linden High School,
said the session was inspiring and thoughtprovoking, particularly how it shed light on how
“adultification” can affect Linden’s AfricanAmerican students.
Rivers, the moderator, said the session
reminded her of the stark realities many children
of color face when confronted with the
presumption of guilt.
“Educators must reflect on their biases and
unlearn them,” she said. “To that end, he so
eloquently charged all of us with the mission of
intentionally impacting change to protect the
innocence of our children.”
In the aftermath of the phone incident with his
son, Harrold said he was paid an unusual
compliment by a friend.
“They said, ‘Out of all the people this could
have happened to, I’m glad that it happened to
you,’” he said. “The way you handle it, the way
you take it and use it to bring about change is
important. To me that’s the ultimate
compliment.”
Harrold's conversation with Linden’s
educators was part of that effort to find a silver
lining in a terrible situation, and to turn it into
something positive.
“I’m pushing with all of my might and all of
my talent in hopes of bringing about some change
for the next generation.”

(above) Among the dozens of Linden Public Schools educators to take part in the video conference
on bias with Grammy winner Keyon Harrold were (clockwise from top left) Board of Education
President Doris Johnson, Superintendent Dr. Marnie Hazelton, McManus Middle School teacher
Faten Sumrein, and Linden High School teacher Eloy Delgado, who is president of the Linden
Education Association.

Photo by Linden Public Schools
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EARTH DAY RAHWAY RIVER CLEAN-UP — SAT., APRIL 24, 2021
All volunteers are invited to celebrate Earth
Day 2021 with Boy Scout Troop 330 and
members of the Rahway River Watershed
Association in a clean-up of the Rahway River
on Saturday, April 24th (with a rain date of
Sunday, April 25th). The clean-up will focus on
areas upstream and downstream of the
Bloodgoods Pond Dam at Winfield Park, New
Jersey. Please plan to stop by the parking area
adjacent to the waterfall of the Rahway River by
the dam at Winfield Park, NJ at 8:45 a.m. to
register, pick up bags, gloves, bottled water and
snacks, and receive safety information. Folks
should feel free to travel to any part of the river
where they would like to perform cleanup
activities but we specifically will ask folks to
work in small groups for safety purposes with
folks socially distanced and wearing masks. The
team working registration will provide
suggestions on areas with large volumes of
floatable debris.
Cleaning up a river and park area is a great
way to celebrate Earth Day and if you haven't

participated in an event like this before, you will
find it invigorating, and you will feel good about
what you have accomplished...it is also fun and
educational...especially for scouts and young
adults as they always find something interesting.
The clean-up will generally be between 9 a.m.
- 12 noon, but any amount of time or effort that
folks can volunteer is appreciated. There is
always a large volume of floatable debris to pick
up. Over the 20+ years this cleanup has occurred
thousands of folks have participated, including
girl scouts, cub scouts, boy scouts, fishermen,
local activists and citizens, and we pulled some
amazing things from the river.
All participants should wear jeans, longsleeved shirts, gloves and boots, and please wear
a mask. Waders are welcome for folks who like
to get a little wet. Each participant should bring
a standard 5-gallon carry bucket with a handle
(put your name on the bottom)...this makes for
easy carrying of "stuff" for transfer to the large
garbage bags. When we complete the event we
do a basic inventory of the "big stuff" that we

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE
• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Advertising webpage includes many features
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc.

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA

$20

PER POST
Block of 20
for $200

Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter.

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location.

• TRACKABLE RESULTS
All ads include a live view counter.

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN
• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why.

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs.

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website

Call for a consultation
if you do not have a website
or if need a new one.

• NO OBLIGATION
This service is recommended even if you have an existing
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

ONE TIME
FLAT FEE
$250

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES
• STARTER WEBSITE: $500
Basic static site that can be developed further

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR

STARTER
WEBSITE
$500

Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing

Call for free a consultation if you need
help developing an online marketing plan.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed
FLYERS
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand.
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab)

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

$35
PER 1,000

MENUS

$50

PER 1,000

removed....and within approximately 24 hours
Union County Parks removes and disposes of all
the trash. There is no RSVP required but if you
need more information or think you will attend
please let us know by e-mail at
rivercleanup@comcast.net.

(above) 2020 Rahway River Clean Up.

PARKS & RECREATION
APRIL EVENTS
The City of Linden Department of Parks &
Recreation presents ‘The Crafting Corner’ this
April. These are free programs and will be aired
on Linden local channels 36 and 42.
Pre-Registration is required in order to
provide class supplies to participants in advance.
To register, call 908-474-8627 or register online
at https://register.communitypass.net/linden
CLASSES OFFERED ARE:
Pony Bead bracelets
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at 6:00pm
Made with colorful pony beads in a variety of
colors. Make all 3: single, double and triple row
bracelets. For ages 5-12. Kit Curbside Pickup
on Monday and Tuesday, April 5th and 6th from
9:00am - 6:30pm.
Worded Bracelets
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 10:00am
Worded bracelets using beads and letters to
inspire you and those who read it. Words like
Love, Peace, Fabulous, Happy and more. For
ages 50+. Kit Curbside Pickup/Delivery on
Monday, April 12th from 9:00am - 4:00pm.
Chunky Beaded Necklace
Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 7:00pm
Make a Chunky Beaded Necklace with an
assortment of large beads made of wood,
acrylics, glass, metal and more without any
tools (Earrings included and premade). For ages
13- Adult. Kit Curbside Pickup on Monday and
Tuesday, April 19th and 20th from
9:00am - 6:30pm.
Beaded Necklace and Bracelet
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 at 10:00am
Make a Faux Pearl, Fancy Acrylic or Gemstone
beaded necklace with matching bracelet and
(Pre-Made) earrings. No Jewelry tools needed.
For ages 50+. Kit Curbside Pickup/Delivery on
Monday, April 26 from 9:00am - 4:00pm.
Adult and Youth Craft kits can be picked up
curbside on your programs scheduled pickup date
at the John T. Gregorio Center, 330 Helen Street,
Linden. *Drop-offs also available for Senior
Citizen Crafts Only*
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Marketing
Toolbox
Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyperlocal to regional, for every
budget and market size.

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE
• Get unlimited clicks
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs

• Free ad design and copywriting
Advertising webpage includes many features
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc.

$20

PER POST
Block of 20
for $200

• Paid search engine promotions
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location.

• Posts are shared through social media
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter.

• Trackable results
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS
We mail 135,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
21 towns. You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL COLOR PRINTING
We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$35 per thousand.

DIRECT MAIL
Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING
Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES
Start with an audit/analysis
of your website giving you a
report and recommendations
for $250.
It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!
Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise
in 1 or all
21 towns
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APRIL
04/01 – A “Fool’s” Day
04/04 – “Happy Easter”
Join Our “Parade”
- And Show Your Company “Finery”
Wear A “Bonnet” Of Flowering Sales
“Bunny Hop” Into New Territories
“Energize” Lazy Programs & Promotions
Be Aggressive And Ambitious
- Not An “April Fool’s” Representative

Epicor / Mercer
1414 / 1410 East Linden Avenue
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Witty’s

TWO
LOCATIONS

Fine Wine and Liquors
ORDER ONLINE AT
www.wittyswine.com
732-381-6776

ORDER ONLINE AT

www.metroliquors.com
908-925-1770

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

PICK-UP CURBSIDE
OR DELIVERY

870 ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036
email: metroliquors@gmail.com
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm

email: wittyswines@gmail.com
qty]

Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines
WHISKY
WINE
VODKA

Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $28.97
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $28.99
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $55.99
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $42.99
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $28.99
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $58.99
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $72.99
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $27.99
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $48.99
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $25.99
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $19.99
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $32.99
Gentleman Jack...............................750ml...................... $29.99
Gentleman Jack...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99
Glenmorangie 10 yrs old.................750ml...................... $40.99
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $47.99
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L ...................... $91.99
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $15.99
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $23.99
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $25.99
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $25.99
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $29.99
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $54.99
Jim Beam Whisky............................1.75L ...................... $29.99
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $187.99
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $379.99
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $28.99
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $57.99
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $34.99
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $32.09
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $59.99
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $27.99
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $49.99

GIN

Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $35.99
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $36.99
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $17.99
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $21.99
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $36.99

COGNAC & BRANDY

Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $27.99
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $47.99
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $44.99
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L ...................... $84.99

CORDIALS

Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $47.99
Duggan’s Irish Cream......................1.75L ...................... $28.99
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $37.99
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $17.99
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $24.99
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $42.99

Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $19.09
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $29.09
Belvedere Vodka..............................750ml...................... $27.99
Belvedere Vodka..............................1.75L ...................... $44.99
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $15.99
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $24.99
Grey Goose ......................................750ml...................... $24.99
Grey Goose ......................................1.75L ...................... $39.99
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99
Luksusowa .......................................1.75L ...................... $22.99
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $11.99
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $19.99
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $11.99
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $19.99
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $29.09
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $30.99

RUM

Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $12.99
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $19.19
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $25.99
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $17.99
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $25.09

TEQUILA

Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $37.99
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................1.75L ...................... $59.99
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $43.99
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $86.99
Patron XO Café ................................1.75L ...................... $34.99

Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $11.99
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $11.99
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $ 5.99
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $ 9.49
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $ 5.99
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $14.99
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $162.99
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $12.99
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml ............ $ 9.99
Fish Eye (All Types) .................................1.5L ............... $ 9.95
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry ..............750ml ............ $10.99
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $ 9.99
Gazela Vinho Verde ..................................750ml............. $ 6.49
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon .............750ml............. $26.99
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $12.09
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml ............ $13.99
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml ........... $ 10.99
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml ............ $21.99
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml ............ $11.97
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml ............ $ 9.99
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml ............ $ 8.99
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $43.99
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $10.99
Ruffino Chianti .........................................750ml ............ $ 8.99
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5 L .............. $13.97
Ruffino Pinot Grigio .................................1.5L ............... $13.99
Ruffino Tan label ....................................750ml ............ $19.99
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml ............ $22.09
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml ............ $76.99
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $13.09
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $12.49

BEER

Becks (12oz) 24pk ........................... 24pk....................... $24.99
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $23.99
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $19.99
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $15.99
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $20.99
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $23.99
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $29.99
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $21.99
Dogfish Head 60 min....................... 24pk ...................... $35.99
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $29.99
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $26.99
Lech (500ml) ................................... 20pk ...................... $28.99
Modelo Especial cans...................... 12pk ...................... $15.99
New Belgium Fat Tire ..................... 24pk ...................... $33.99
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $19.99
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $30.99
Sagres.............................................. 24pk....................... $24.99
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $33.99
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $29.99
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $20.99
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $21.99

We specialize in hard to find items
and custom orders, just ask!

10% OFF

15% OFF

Any purchase of
6 bottles of wine

Any purchase of
12 bottles of wine

Restriction apply.
Coupons not valid on sale items.

Restriction apply.
Coupons not valid on sale items.

Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event:
facebook.com/metrolinden

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price”
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”
ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.
Not responsible for typographical errors.
Prices valid till April 30, 2021.

