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FIVE-TOWN PARADE INCLUDES SUPERHEROES, GIFT BASKETS
Submitted by Gretchen M. Boger-O’Bryan
A recent Friday morning had special meaning to five
Union County foster youth celebrating an end to living in
foster care as adoptions into their forever families became
finalized. Union County’s Family Court celebrated National
Adoption Day on Friday, Nov. 20, ahead of the national
Saturday Nov. 21 festivities, as five youth ranging from two
to 11 years old, along with their foster families, met on
Zoom with Judges Marc R. Brown and James Hely to make
official what each already felt – they were home.
Although COVID-19 required the day be different than
prior years, the excitement was as palpable as ever. A car
parade included judiciary staff, CASA of Union County staff
and interns, fire trucks, police cars and a band of
superheroes from Heroes 4 Heroes, a volunteer organization
of corrections officers that don superhero costumes and visit
children facing adversities. The parade included stops at
each adoptive home – Cranford, Elizabeth, Linden, Newark
and Union – with sirens blaring, horns honking and rounds
of applause.
Each family received a gift basket from CASA of Union
County, with collaboration from David Brearley Middle and
High School, Live or Tie Dye, Two Park Princesses, Kappa
Alpha Theta of Westfield, Division of Child Protection and
Permanency and Catholic Charities, Girl Scout Troop 40042
of Cranford, and Scotch Plains Girl Scout Lauren
Cunningham, Union County Bar Association, and many
generous community members who heeded the call for
donations. Each family fun-themed basket contained board
and card games, puzzles, fleece blankets, teddy bear for each
adoptee, themed picture frame for the first official family
photo, jars of popping corn, movie candy, Delice Macarons,
ShopRite and WalMart gift cards and a welcome mat
declaring, “There’s No Place Like Home.” Adoptees and
siblings received tie-dye sweatshirts from Live or Tie Dye
and books handpicked by Kappa Alpha Theta’s Westfield
chapter. At each parade stop, Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan,
Development and Communications Manager at CASA of
Union County, took photographs of each family as they
emerged from their homes and were greeted by superheroes,
the symphony of honking horns and applause, and received
balloon bouquets from A Birthday Wish. A hot breakfast –
sponsored by Union County Surrogate James LaCorte – was
delivered to each family by DCPP staff and Cranford
resident Robin Johnstone.
Adoption Day began 20 years ago when a coalition of The

(above) The Rodriguez family of Linden
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, Congressional
Coalition on Adoption Institute, Alliance for Children’s
Rights and Children’s Action Network encouraged nine
cities to open courts the Saturday before Thanksgiving to
allow adoptions to be finalized and celebrated. Today, more
than 120,000 nationwide need a permanent home, with an
average wait in foster care of four years. Each year, 23,000
youth age out of the system without a family or safety net in
place.
ABOUT CASA OF UNION COUNTY
Since 2005, Court Appointed Special Advocates of Union
County has been recruiting, training, supervising and
supporting community volunteers to advocate for abused,
neglected and abandoned children placed in foster homes or
residential facilities. CASA volunteers ensure children’s best
interests remain the priority while working toward
establishing a safe, stable and permanent home for each child
served.
For details on CASA of Union County and becoming an
advocate for a foster youth, contact Walia at
wworrill@casaofunioncounty.org
or
log
on
to
www.casaofunioncounty.org.

Selling Your Home? Looking For Top Dollar?
Call Your In Town Linden Specialist All Towne Realty
WE GET YOUR HOME SOLD!
Call Now For A Free Home Evaluation

732-381-1190
www.alltownerealty.com
30 Brant Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

Roses are red,
Violets are blue,
Looking for a house?
We can find one for you!
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SCHEDULE YOUR COVID VACCINATION
Life in Linden is published by Renna Media in
cooperation with the Linden Chamber of
Commerce, an affiliate of the Gateway Regional
Chamber of Commerce.
17,400 newspapers are printed monthly. and
are mailed to every postal patron in Linden.
Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Linden Chamber of Commerce assumes no
liability for errors or omissions.

Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 418-5586
Fax: (908) 709-9209
E-mail: editor@rennamedia.com

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Did you or someone you know accomplish
something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your latest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Life In LInden your news!

Call: 908-858-4012
Fax: 908-709-9209
Email: editor@rennamedia.com

The County of Union opened an online
registration system at ucnjvaccine.org for those
eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccination.
Please note the registration system will only
log those who are eligible to receive the
vaccination. Those who are ineligible to receive
vaccinations will not be allowed to pre-register,
and must wait until they are eligible.
Those who are eligible to receive the vaccine
include paid and unpaid persons serving in health
care settings who have the potential for direct or
indirect exposure to patients or infectious
materials and long-term care residents and staff,
and also sworn law enforcement personnel and

fire professionals. Residents 65 and older are also
eligible to receive the vaccinations, as are those
between the ages of 16-64 with medical
conditions, as defined by the CDC, that increase
the risk of severe illness from the virus.
The county is offering the Moderna vaccine.
The vaccination clinic is located at Downs Hall
at Kean University in Union, and is currently
open five days a week from 3-7 p.m. Once more
vaccines are available, the county is planning to
offer the COVID-19 vaccine in different areas of
the county.
To secure an appointment for the COVID
vaccination visit ucnjvaccine.org.

NAMI UNION COUNTY “CIRCLE OF FRIENDS”
The Union County chapter of the National
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) invites
area residents to join its Zoom “Circle of
Friends” for a free informal evening of
discussion on Feb. 23, from 7:30 - 9 p.m.
The format will be a panel discussion with
Joyce Benz, LCSW, Director of Intensive
Family Support Services of the Mental Health
Assoc. in NJ as moderator along with other
NAMI members. The panel will explore
various topics affecting persons with mental

illness and offer insight from their own
experiences in dealing with these problems.
Join us and bring your questions and
concerns. This is an opportunity for
information sharing with others who have a
common interest.
Please register for this evening at
naminj.org/support/affiliates/union/Upcoming
Event. Click on the “Register Here” link
which will not be available until a few days
before the event.

ANNOUNCING THE NEW OFFICE OF DR. EDWARD SOMMA IN BERKELEY HEIGHTS
“Providing exceptional comprehensive health care with unrivaled
compassion and personalized attention for more than 2 decades”
After graduating from medical school, Dr Somma served his internship in Internal
Medicine at Trinitas Regional Medical Center. He then completed his residency in
Internal Medicine at Seton Hall Post Graduate School of Medicine, where he was
elected Chief Resident of Internal Medicine in his final year.
Dr. Somma has been in practice in Union and Middlesex counties for over 20 years,
with an emphasis on excellence and compassion for his patients. He has served as
the physician for the Elizabeth Fire Department, the Board of Health of Hillside and has
served the Board of Education for Woodbridge NJ. He was granted the Humanitarian
of the Year Award by Trinitas Health Foundation in May 2014, for his dedication to the
community and his outstanding service to the goals of the Foundation.

Edward Anthony Somma, MD
Internal Medicine

Dr. Somma has special interests in various fields of Internal Medicine, including
diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular diseases and arthritis/rheumatology. He has
represented to major pharmaceutical companies, such as Schering-Plough and Pfizer,
in a consulting and educational role for his peers. Dr. Somma has been a clinical
educator for Seton Hall’s Physician Assistant Program as an Associate Professor
of Medicine for their Internal Medicine program.

654 Springfield Ave Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
(908) 219-8800 • www.intuitivemedgroup.com
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LINDEN POLICE DONATE $5,000 TO THE ROMANS WARRIOR FOUNDATION
On Veterans Day Linden PBA Local 42 and
LPSOA, along with Chief Hart and Mayor
Armstead had the pleasure of making a $5,000
donation to the Romans Warrior Foundation.
Dominick Rotondo, a representative of the
foundation, was presented with the donation in
front of City Hall.

LPD Ofc. Isidoro was recently deployed
overseas along with the 102nd Calvary of the
New Jersey Army National Guard. To show
support, a t-shirt fundraiser was held and the
proceeds were donated to the Romans Warrior
Foundation. This foundation helps veterans, law
enforcement, firefighters, and EMS workers with

mental health awareness by providing direction,
healing, brotherhood, and purpose at no cost to
participants.
For more information about The Romans
Warrior Foundation, or to make a donation visit
romanswarriorfoundation.org.
Photo by City of Linden
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AMY MALONEY EARNS DISTINCTION OF EXEMPLARY EDUCATOR
Submitted by Gary Miller
Amy Maloney, a fifth-grade teacher at School
No. 1 in Linden, has been chosen as an
Exemplary Educator by the New Jersey
Department of Education.
She is one of just 93 teachers across the state
who are being honored for 2020.
“Congratulations to Ms. Maloney on this
amazing honor,” said Superintendent Dr. Marnie
Hazelton. “The Exemplary Educator program
recognizes the best of the best from around New
Jersey, and we couldn’t be prouder to have one
of our teachers recognized. Ms. Maloney’s love
and dedication to her students exemplifies the
wonderful educators we have in Linden working
hard for all of our students, especially during
these difficult times.”
Each year, the New Jersey Department of
Education invites public school districts to
participate in the Exemplary Educator
Recognition Program. The goal of this program
is to identify outstanding educators for special
recognition. Exemplary Educators exhibit strong
knowledge and skills, an inspiring presence, and
a positive impact on students, colleagues and the
school community.
“Amy is the embodiment of each of those
characteristics,” said School No. 1 Principal
Dona Preston. “She is an integral part of the
Instructional Leadership Team, School
Improvement Panel, and Data Team, to name just
a few.
“Whether it is in her classroom instructing her
students, or presenting professional development
to her colleagues, Amy demonstrates high
expectations. She is a lifelong longer and is
greatly admired by the School No. 1 community,
her students, and their parents.”

Maloney said teaching is her passion.
“My work has always been about helping the
students understand how important education and
learning are in this fast-moving world,” she said.
“Teaching is something that I take great pride in,
so to be the recipient of this recognition as an
Exemplary Educator is an honor.
“But it is not just my efforts; School 1 has an
amazing team that supports and motivates each
other.”
Preston and the entire School No. 1 faculty and
staff surprised Maloney with the news during a

video conference on Thursday, December 17.
“Ms. Preston had called an afternoon
meeting,” Maloney recalled. “Everyone had their
cameras off. I hear ‘Cameras on,’ and that is
when everyone turned their cameras on and I saw
all the posters that my colleagues had made. I
didn’t realize at first and I was so confused. Once
I grasped what was happening, I was in complete
shock! I never expected it!”
“I am genuinely grateful, and I want to thank
Ms. Preston and my colleagues for seeing me as
deserving of this recognition.”

(above) Amy Maloney, a fifth-grade teacher at School No. 1 in Linden, was surprised by her
principal and colleagues during a video conference with the news that she had been chosen as an
Exemplary Educator by the New Jersey Department of Education.

It’s time for new dentures!
If your dentures …

uarq

• Are loose
• Over 5 years old
• Have been repaired many times

Or . . .

• You would like to improve your smile

Then call . . .

(above) Amy Maloney, a fifth-grade teacher at
School No. 1 in Linden, has been chosen as one
of just 93 Exemplary Educators statewide for
2020 by the NJ Department of Education.
Photos by Linden Public Schools

Ask about
implant supported dentures.

For an appointment today!
The doctors at Dentalcare Associates
will provide all your denture needs.
• 1 hour denture repairs
• 3 hour lab relines laboratory on premises
• All repairs schedule permitting

OFFICE COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS

✔ All staff & patients screened and temperatures taken ✔ Intra-oral high speed suction systems
✔ Reduced reception seating ✔ Shielded reception desk ✔ UV wands for surfaces and equipment
✔ Personal protective equipment for the dental team
✔ Operatories with HEPA and UV-C filtration

• Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing •
TURN SPARE TIME INTO EXTRA CASH
Just a few hours a week could make all the difference.
Build an exciting new career with Primerica.
Part – time opportunities available.
Call June Lazaro Financial Representative
Office 732 845-0006 Cell 908 930-8310

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director

908-322-7800

567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com
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GK Tax Service LLC
625 Elizabeth Avenue
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07206

(908) 289-1000
Fax: 908-289-1001

Graciela “Grace” Ayudant
Email: gktaxservicellc@yahoo.com

Now with a second location in Colonia, NJ.

Can Work With You Remotely
SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST
• Bookkeeping • Tax returns • Payroll
• Sales Tax • Electronic Filing
• New Business Registration
• Notary Public • Translations
Year-round or Quarterly service
30 years experience • Se habla español
• Registered Tax Return Preparer •
• Member of New Jersey Association of Public Accountants •
• Member of National Association of Tax Professionals •

Northeast
Spine&
Wellness
Center

1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066
www.nespinecenter.com
Call 732-827-0800
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

LIFE in LINDEN • Page 8

• February 2021

LFD DEPUTY CHIEF
RETIRES
By Fire Chief William Hasko
Deputy Chief Larry Kolesa officially retired on
January 1, 2021. Deputy Chief Kolesa served
proudly on the City of Linden Fire Department
for 28 years. He most recently was the
Administrative Deputy Chief overseeing the Fire
Prevention and Training Division. DC Kolesa
was also the Fire Official for the City of Linden.
The year 2020 was my first full year serving as
Chief of the Department and Deputy Chief
Kolesa was an instrumental in helping me run the
Fire Department on a day to day basis. His
knowledge, experience and hard work will be
missed. Enjoy your well-deserved and earned
pension.

NEWLY PROMOTED FIREFIGHTERS
Michael Brattole. All three are up and coming
By Fire Chief William Hasko
Congratulations to our newly promoted stars and leaders in the Linden Fire Department.
Officers. Deputy Chief Christopher Rooney, The future is bright for the LFD.
Captain Grzegorz Wronski and Lieutenant
Photo by City of Linden

VFW DONATION TO L.I.N.C.S.

(above) Deputy Chief Larry Kolesa with Fire
Chief William Hasko

(above) Linden VFW Post #1397 made a contribution to L.I.N.C.S Food Pantry for all that they
do for the community.. Jay Dertinger, Carolynne Baykowski, Dennis Costello, Joseph LaPlaca,

Photo by City of Linden

GENERAL AND
COSMETIC DENTIST
• Financing Available
• Special Discounts
• 50% off Sales Tax

FREE DELIVERY
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm;
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

wy[t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232
www.jacobsonappliances.com

$25 OFF FOR LINDEN
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES
One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 2/28/21.

We speak Polish and Spanish

908-925-8110

CenterofDentalServices.com
924 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036

We are here for you during the COVID-19
pandemic with emergency appointments
and 24 hour on-call service.
Dr. Myung Hae Hyon DDS & Dr. Mrunal Patel DDS
Dr. Lealon Robinson - Oral Surgeon - FREE Implant consultation
Dr. Jeff Seiger - Orthodontist - FREE Orthodontic consultation
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ASSISTANCE WITH PPP2 APPLICATIONS
Submitted by Janet Miller, President Linden Chamber of Commerce
The Paycheck Protection Program is a loan
designed to provide a direct incentive for small
businesses to keep their workers on payroll. First
Draw PPP Loans can be used to help fund payroll
costs, including benefits, and may also be used to
pay for mortgage interest, rent, utilities, worker
protection costs related to COVID-19, uninsured
property damage costs caused by looting or
vandalism during 2020, and certain supplier costs
and expenses for operations:
PPP loans have an interest rate of 1%.
Loans issued prior to June 5, 2020 have a
maturity of two years. Loans issued after June 5,
2020 have a maturity of five years.
Loan payments will be deferred for borrowers
who apply for loan forgiveness until SBA remits
the borrower's loan forgiveness amount to the
lender. If a borrower does not apply for loan
forgiveness, payments are deferred 10 months
after the end of the covered period for the
borrower’s loan forgiveness (either 8 weeks or 24

weeks).
No collateral or personal guarantees are
required.
Neither the government nor lenders will charge
small businesses any fees.
If you are a small business in Linden that needs
PPP2 assistance we recommend you speak with
your bank for guidance. If the Linden Chamber
of Commerce could be of additional assistance
contact Janet Miller jmiller@coxprinters.com.
The Linden Chamber is actively involved in
the community. In the spring the Linden
Chamber gives out scholarships to graduating
seniors at its Annual Awards Dinner. Meetings
take place at 8:30 a.m., on the fourth Tuesday of
every month. Representatives from the Linden
government are always in attendance at meetings,
which allows for an open and communicative
relationship between business owners and the
municipality. For more information call
(908) 352-0900.

BELLA GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI
Where you are treated like family

Catering • Café
We’re Known For Our Fresh Homemade Mozzarella,
Delicious Prepared Foods, Sandwiches, Lunch Buffet,
Fresh Salads and Catering For Your Every occasion. All Get 5 Stars!
Bella Gina's Serves Authentic Homemade Italian Food Made With The
Freshest Highest Quality Ingredients. We Guarantee You’ll Be Delighted!

OFFERING CURBSIDE PICK
AND HOME DELIVERY

908-925-6868
Fax 908-925-5736

www.BellaGinaItalianDeli.com
Online Ordering Now Available

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

CELEBRATING OVER 90 YEARS
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

#SMS STRONG

Valentines’ Day
FEBRUARY 14th
Reservations Required

Please call 908-862-0020

Wedding & Party Specialists

Registrations for the 2021-2022
academic year are now being accepted
• Faith-based environment
• Early Childhood Program
Pre K3 & Pre K4 (Full & Half Day)
• Full Day academically based
Kindergarten
• Primary, Elementary,
and Middle School curriculums
• Controlled class size
• Average 16:1 student-teacher ratio
• 1:1 chrome books for grades 4-8
• Before and after care programs
are available daily on site
• Member of the National Catholic
Education Association (NCEA)
• Accredited by the Middle States
Association Commission
on Elementary Schools

Rooms from 25-200 people.

www.amiciristorante.com
#NJITALY
1700 W. Elizabeth Ave. Linden, NJ

PLEASE CALL
(908) 276-9425
TO SCHEDULE A TOUR
100 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ
www.smscranford.com
E-Mail: saint.michael@verizon.net

LIFE in LINDEN • Page 10

• February 2021
NOW
HIRING

• Slate • Tile
• Wood Shingles
908-464-9655
• Copper Gutters
PeterWTraubRoofing@gmail.com
& Flashing
• Snow Guards
PeterTraubRoofing.com • All Phases
A.A.S. in Construction, SUNY Delhi University
of Carpentry
Established 1985 • Lic. #13VH00107400
• Roof Restoration

83 Industrial Road, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

WOOD FLOORS

Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation

CARPET & RUGS

Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind

RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET
A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048

Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
labor only. Materials not included. Cannot
10% Discount Onbe combined
with other offers. Exp. 2/28/21.

PAYING CASH FOR HOUSES
• As-is Condition
• Fast Closings
• Stop Foreclosure
• 35 Years Experience

CALL TONY: CELL 973-202-0996
OR GARY: OFFICE 973-762-9000
Realty 33 LLC, 1837 Springfield Ave, Maplewood, NJ

CASH 4 CARS
RUNNING OR NOT
908-247-5423
www.Mula4Cars.com

COMMUNITY HOPE CONNECTS VETERANS
AND THEIR FAMILIES WITH HOUSING, SERVICES
CALL THE REFERRAL HOTLINE FOR ELIGIBILITY
Veterans and their families who are
experiencing a housing crisis may be eligible for
emergency assistance such as motel/hotel stays,
security deposits, rent, rental arrears, groceries
and utilities through Community Hope.
Community Hope’s Supportive Services for
Veteran Families (SSVF) program is currently
providing
assistance
remotely.
Urgent
community-based services such as critical
supplies and veteran wellness-checks are
provided in person.
The increase in support services to veterans
and their families during the COVID-19
pandemic is possible thanks to funding from the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.

To make a referral, please call the referral
hotline
at
1-855-483-8466
or
email
SSVF@communityhope-nj.org, or email Gema
Diaz at gdiaz@communityhope-nj.org.
Community Hope is a nonprofit that helps
individuals, including veterans, and their
families, overcome mental illness, addiction,
homelessness and poverty. Learn more at
communityhope-nj.org.

ROGER, FOR NEW JERSEY
VETERAN COMMUNITY TO FIND SUPPORT
ROGER, a search platform for New Jersey
veterans, launched on November 9th, just ahead
of Veterans Day 2020. The platform was created
by Backpacks For Life founders Brett
D'Alessandro and Alexa Modero. After serving
the Veteran community for 6 years, they found
many inefficiencies and convoluted systems that
prevented veterans from getting the care they
need in a quick and efficient way. From lengthy
intake processes to outdated information on
organizations' websites, the Backpacks For Life
team knew there was a better way to get veterans
the care they needed.
ROGER allows veterans and their family
members to search for programs, resources and
care by a variety of factors such as zip code,
branch of service, discharge status and income.
With these customizable search features, veterans
will see only the programs that they qualify for.
This helps mitigate time wasted for not only
veterans searching for programs that fit their
needs, but also the service providers to ensure the

PAYLESS ROOFING
ROOFING – SIDING – REPAIRS
Roof Coatings - Flat Roofs
• Same Phone # for 20 Years •

Call 908-486-0866
PaylessRoofingServices.com

NORTH ARLINGTON
CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors
Residential / Commercial

In business for over 30 years

“One-Stop-Shop Construction Company”
We do it all! No job to small or to large.
We work on one project at a time,
Licensed & Insured.
no bouncing from job to job.
FREE ESTIMATES
We have a showroom for viewing,
10% discount for all projects
booked by April 15th 2021
and can provide referrals upon request.

732-815-1661

www.northarlingtonconstruction.com

Lic # 13VH00418100

KONANTIQUES

WE BUY ANTIQUES
FREE HOUSE
CALLS
908-578-7593

We buy entire estates or single items and pay the
highest prices along with friendly, professional service.

Free on-site consultation at your home or business

Over 20
years of
Experience

veteran is a good fit for them.
"Navigating through resources is hard...we get
it. As a veteran myself, I was often running
around in circles trying to find programs that I
was eligible for and that fit my needs. When
we're working with veterans, every minute
matters and with ROGER we can work more
quickly to get veterans what they need. We're
excited to bring ROGER to the NJ veteran
community." - Sgt. Brett D'Alessandro, Retired
US Marine & President of Backpacks For Life
To explore ROGER, visit www.roger.vet or
contact
the
ROGER
team
at
roger@backpacksforlife.org
Backpacks For Life is a 501(C )3 nonprofit
organization that serves the homeless and at-risk
veteran community. By regularly distributing
backpacks filled with essentials to veterans on the
streets and providing mentorship to at-risk
veterans and their families, Backpacks For Life
aims to bridge the gap between veterans and the
resources available to them.

info@konantiques.com
www.konantiques.com
Located in Summit
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SEA SCOUT SHIP 228 VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE
Are you interested in boating, sailing, or
mechanics? Come check out Sea Scouting and
let the adventure at sea begin! The crew of Ship
228 will be hosting a virtual open house, taking
place over Zoom on Saturday, March 13 at 4:00
p.m. and featuring various activities that are
bound to pique a young adult’s interest in
scouting.
Sea Scouting is open to both male and
females ages 14-21 who have graduated the 8th
grade; we also have a new Maritime Explorer
Club for younger youth in 6th to 8th grade.
Adult volunteers with maritime experience or
captain's licenses are needed too. Join us for a
day on the water and bring a friend! Visit our
website for more information ship228.com.

Ship 228 is proud to host the virtual open
house. The event will include a tour of the ship’s
main vessel (the 65’ Sea Dart II, one of the
largest Sea Scout vessels on the east coast), an
introduction to the Sea Scout program,
appearances from current Sea Scouts, a lively
Q&A, and more.
To register, please provide your name, email
address, and phone number (which is optional)
in an email to Ship228.SeaDart@gmail.com.
Sea Scouts from Ship 228 operate the 65’
vessel Sea Dart II, along with a fleet of smaller
vessels (including sailboats) from their
picturesque base located in Linden, New Jersey.
Sea Scouting (which is part of the Venturing
Program of the Boy Scouts of America) offers
young adults the opportunity to travel and learn
skills that could be useful in future careers.

Whether you’re steering the vessel from the
wheelhouse, learning engine room repair, or
visiting a new location on one of the many trips,
there’s something you’ll enjoy in Sea Scouting.
So, try something different, check us out, and
prepare yourself to set sail for a real adventure.

(above) Whether you’re steering the vessel from
the wheelhouse, learning engine room repair, or
visiting a new location on one of the many trips,
there’s something you’ll enjoy in Sea Scouting.

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003
(above) Sea Scouts from Ship 228 operate the
65’ vessel Sea Dart II, one of the largest Sea
Scout vessels on the east coast, along with a
fleet of smaller vessels (including sailboats)
from their base located in Linden, NJ.

(above) Adult volunteers with maritime
experience or captain's licenses are needed too.
Visit our website for more information
ship228.com, or email
Ship228.SeaDart@gmail.com.

358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ
www.reynolds-plumbing.net
Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial
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ENTRIES SOUGHT FOR
BLACK HISTORY
POSTER CONTEST
Linden Recreation Department
Students, here is your chance to enter in a
Black History Poster Contest. This is your
opportunity to feel free artistically through art.
Submit an entry and make this contest an
awesome experience! There will be prizes for
1stplace winners of each school only.
RULES AND REGULATIONS:
Must be a student in grades 6 through 12.
All entries must have full name, school,
teacher, grade, and parent/guardian cell phone
number printed on a blank index card taped to the
back.
All posters must be 9”x12”. Posters exceeding
this size will be disqualified.
The poster can be made from any drawing
paper material, i.e., construction paper,
sketchbook paper, poster board paper, etc.
Any drawing material can be used on the
poster: chalk, color pencils, crayons, pencils,
markers, paint, etc.
THEME: BLACK AMERICAN ASTRONAUTS
All posters must be submitted to the JTG
Center, 330 Helen Street, on or before February
19th, 2021. The JTG Center hours are Monday
thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Please call
(908) 474-8627 so your poster can be received
outside near the front entrance. Masks must be
worn!
Posters will be judged on Wednesday,
February 24, 2021.
First place winners from each school will be
contacted. First place prizes will be delivered to
your home along with a photo taken by Mrs.
Martin-Ortiz from Linden Recreation on Friday,
February 26, 2021.

LINDEN RECREATION - FEBRUARY PROGRAMS
email lindenrec@linden-nj.org.
The Parks & Recreation office is located on the second floor at 605 South Wood Avenue.
To view full class descriptions, visit linden-nj.org and click on Community Pass.
Pre-registration is required by calling 908-474-8600
or by visitin online at linden-nj.org and clicking on Community Pass.
First time registrants are required to call during business hours to have an account set up.

ADULT ZOOM CLASSES

Introduction To the Great Backyard Bird
Count: Participants will set up their accounts,
learn to do an accurate count and run through
submitting your list online. The class will be
held Thursday, February 11, from 7:00 -8:00
p.m. The program is free.
Mending and Alterations: Participants
learn the basics of mending and simple
alterations. Sewing machines are not
necessary. Students are encouraged to bring
their own items for personalized instruction
suitable for the entire group learning
experience. The class will be held Friday,
February 19 through March 19, from 6:30 8:00 p.m. The fee is $35.

SENIOR CITIZEN CLASSES

Linden Recreation announces a variety of
senior citizens classes starting in February to be
shown on TV 36/42.
Steps to a Healthy Heart: Participants focus on
preventative ways of promoting and maintaining
a healthy heart. An outline of heart healthy foods
will also be discussed to ensure good heart health.
The class will be held Monday, February 22,
starting at 12:45 p.m. The class is free.
The Legacy of New Jersey’s Woodrow Wilson:
The class will be held Monday, February 1,
starting at 1:00 p.m. The class is free.
Yoga: The class will be held Mondays,
February 1 through March 8, from 10:00 – 11:00
a.m. The class is free.
Amending the US Constitution: The class will
be held Monday, February 8, starting at 1:00 p.m.
The class is free.
The Historic US Presidential Election of 1864:
The class will be held Monday, February 22,
starting at 1:00 p.m. The class is free.

YOUTH ZOOM CLASSES

Mini-Robotics: Sphero, Ozobot & Bristlebot:
Participants ages 8-14 explore coding, robotics
and computer science. The class will be held
Saturday, February 20 and February 27, from
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. The fee is $60.
Fashion Design: Participants ages 8-12 learn
to sketch fashion illustration using Fashion
Croakies/Fashion
Figures,
illustration
techniques, silhouette and Fashion details. Price
includes supplies. The class will be held
Saturdays, February 20 through March 20, from
10:00 -11:30 a.m. The fee is $40.
Money Time-Dollar Sense & More Cents:
Participants ages 7-13 are taught the knowledge
of creating a budget. The class will be held
Saturday, February 13 and February 20, from
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. The fee is $45.
A Trip Around the World: Participants ages 713 experience traveling to different countries,
with exposure to their food, music, dress, sports
and many other cultural differences. The class
will be held Saturday, February 6 - France, from
1:00-3:00 p.m. and February 27 – Puerto Rico,
from 9:30 -11:30 p.m. The fee is $20 each trip.
Treats for Tweets & Backyard Bird Count:
Family members, ages 5 & up learn about bird
beaks and what different birds eat. We will also
make a special bird feeder together for you to
put out at home. The class will be held Sunday,
February 14, from 1:00 -2:00 p.m. - free.

Q AND A GAME SHOW TRIVIA:

Family members of all ages test their
knowledge. MC host will give players a session
key to allow them to play on their smartphone
and/or computer. Must register all family
members participating. The program will be held
Friday, February 26, from 7:00 -8:30 p.m. The
program is free.

LOADED DOWN WITH PLUMBING, HEATING hhhhh
4.9 stars on Google
OR CLOGGING DRAIN PROBLEMS?
18 month
Financing Available
0% Interest

PLUMBING
& HEATING
Call Today 908-925-7007
www.plumbingheatingnj.com
Linden, NJ - NJ License No. 12493

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

$25
OFF
$50
OFF
$50
OFF

ANY
WORK
PREFORMED
ANY
HYDROJETTING
DRAIN CLEANING
ANY WATER HEATER
OR
BOILER REPLACEMENT

Not to be combined.

LIFE in LINDEN • Page 13

• February 2021

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS STUDY POLLS
TO MAKE PRESIDENTIAL PREDICTIONS
Submitted by Gary Miller
Seventh-graders at Soehl Middle School in
Linden worked hard leading up to Election Day
to answer the question on everyone’s mind:
“How is America going to vote?”
Students in Michael D’Amato’s social studies
classes studied the latest polls and analyzed past
election results to track voter trends. They
presented their final “2020 Presidential
Projection Maps” on Thursday, October 29.
Over all of D'Amato's classes, 34 students
correctly predicted former Vice President Joe
Biden would win, 15 predicted President Donald
Trump would win, and one student predicted an
electoral tie. All students correctly forecasted that
New Jersey would support Biden.
Knowing how complicated the concept of why
some states are considered blue or red, while
others switch colors quite frequently, D’Amato
decided to spice the project up by offering any
student who formulated a perfect projection map
a doubling of their grade.
“When the students first heard that they could
earn a 200 as a grade on this project, those ears
that weren’t exactly tuned in suddenly were
leaning in a lot more,” he said.
One student came very close to a perfect map.
Jazlyn Graves had 49 of 50 states correct, missing
only Georgia, which Biden won by only 14,000
votes and which wasn't called for more than a
week after the election.

“I enjoyed predicting who would win and
why,” Jazlyn said. “It made me think more about
how the election system works. The state I spent
the longest time on was Pennsylvania. It was a
tough decision to make because polls showed
more red than blue, which was confusing. I can
most definitely say using past election results
helped me decide.”
Because Jazlyn came so close, D'Amato
decided to reward her.
“I decided that predicting 49 out of 50 states
correctly, which was better than my own
projection map to be honest, and Jazlyn having
the best map out of all four of my classes, was
deserving of the double grade bonus.”
Although his students aren’t of voting age,
D’Amato believes this project will create a solid
foundation for them to understand and appreciate
what it takes to become president.
“What I have been most impressed by is how
many students turned this challenge into a family
project,” he said. “Students tell me on a regular
basis that they are polling family members on
their views regarding battleground states.”
D’Amato, a teacher of 21 years, considers the
“Path to the Presidency” project he created to be
his No. 1 class project of all time.
“As a social studies teacher, my top priority is
to foster within my students the desire for active
citizenship,” he said. “I truly feel that this project
has the potential to echo over a lifetime.”

(above) Michael D’Amato, a social studies
teacher at Soehl Middle School in Linden,
works with his students remotely on their “Path
to the Presidency” project, trying to predict
how each state would vote on Election Day.
Photos by Linden Public Schools

(above) One seventh-grader in Michael
D’Amato’s social studies classes at Soehl
Middle School in Linden predicted a nearly
perfect electoral map. Jazlyn Graves had 49 of
50 states correct, missing only Georgia.

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now!
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend
the life of your unit.

FREE
ESTIMATES

NO
OBLIGATION

0% Financing
Available

We are a full service installation and maintenance company.
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

Hi-efficiency heating equipment
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates.
NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.
SAVE THIS COUPON

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

$25 OFF

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE

May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.
With Coupon – No Expiration

Expires: 12/31/2020. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 ANY SERVICE CALL
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

$300 OFF
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Marketing
Toolbox
Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyperlocal to regional, for every
budget and market size.

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE
• Get unlimited clicks
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs

• Free ad design and copywriting
Advertising webpage includes many features
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc.

$20

PER POST
Block of 20
for $200

• Paid search engine promotions
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location.

• Posts are shared through social media
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter.

• Trackable results
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS
We mail 135,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
21 towns. You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL COLOR PRINTING
We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$35 per thousand.

DIRECT MAIL
Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING
Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES
Start with an audit/analysis
of your website giving you a
report and recommendations
for $250.
It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!
Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise
in 1 or all
21 towns
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February
2/14 – “Happy Valentine’s Day”

“Love”

–

“Love”

–

“Love”

2/22 – “Happy Presidents Day”

George Washington Abraham Lincoln
“Honesty”
“Equality”

John F. Kennedy
“Dedicated Service”

Ronald Regan
“World Friend”

Learn From These Men!
Be “Totally Honest” In Business
Treat All Customers “Equally”
“Maximize” Customer Service
Create “Comradeship” Relations

Epicor / Mercer
1414 / 1410 East Linden Avenue

• February 2021
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Witty’s

TWO
LOCATIONS

Fine Wine and Liquors
ORDER ONLINE AT
www.wittyswine.com
732-381-6776

ORDER ONLINE AT

www.metroliquors.com
908-925-1770

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

PICK-UP CURBSIDE
OR DELIVERY

870 ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036
email: metroliquors@gmail.com
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm

email: wittyswines@gmail.com
qty]

Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines
WHISKY
WINE
VODKA

Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $28.97
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $28.99
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $55.99
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $42.99
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $28.99
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $58.99
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $72.99
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $27.99
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $48.99
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $25.99
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $19.99
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $32.99
Gentleman Jack...............................750ml...................... $29.99
Gentleman Jack...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99
Glenmorangie 10 yrs old.................750ml...................... $40.99
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $47.99
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L ...................... $91.99
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $15.99
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $23.99
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $25.99
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $25.99
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $29.99
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $54.99
Jim Beam Whisky............................1.75L ...................... $29.99
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $187.99
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $379.99
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $28.99
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $57.99
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $34.99
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $32.09
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $59.99
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $27.99
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $49.99

GIN

Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $35.99
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $36.99
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $17.99
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $21.99
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $36.99

COGNAC & BRANDY

Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $27.99
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $47.99
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $44.99
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L ...................... $84.99

CORDIALS

Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $47.99
Duggan’s Irish Cream......................1.75L ...................... $28.99
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $37.99
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $17.99
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $24.99
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $42.99

Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $19.09
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $29.09
Belvedere Vodka..............................750ml...................... $27.99
Belvedere Vodka..............................1.75L ...................... $44.99
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $15.99
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $24.99
Grey Goose ......................................750ml...................... $24.99
Grey Goose ......................................1.75L ...................... $39.99
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99
Luksusowa .......................................1.75L ...................... $22.99
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $11.99
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $19.99
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $11.99
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $19.99
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $29.09
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $30.99

RUM

Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $12.99
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $19.19
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $25.99
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $17.99
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $25.09

TEQUILA

Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $29.99
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................1.75L ...................... $59.99
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $43.99
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $86.99
Patron XO Café ................................1.75L ...................... $34.99

Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $11.99
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $11.99
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $ 5.99
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $ 9.49
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $ 5.99
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $14.99
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $162.99
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $12.99
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml ............ $ 9.99
Fish Eye (All Types) .................................1.5L ............... $ 9.95
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry ..............750ml ............ $10.99
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $ 9.99
Gazela Vinho Verde ..................................750ml............. $ 6.49
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon .............750ml............. $26.99
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $12.09
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml ............ $13.99
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml ........... $ 10.99
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml ............ $21.99
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml ............ $11.97
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml ............ $ 9.99
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml ............ $ 8.99
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $43.99
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $10.99
Ruffino Chianti .........................................750ml ............ $ 8.99
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5 L .............. $13.97
Ruffino Pinot Grigio .................................1.5L ............... $13.99
Ruffino Tan label ....................................750ml ............ $19.99
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml ............ $22.09
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml ............ $76.99
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $13.09
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $12.49

BEER

Becks (12oz) 24pk ........................... 24pk....................... $24.99
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $22.99
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $19.99
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $15.99
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $19.99
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $22.99
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $28.99
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $21.99
Dogfish Head 60 min....................... 24pk ...................... $35.99
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $28.99
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $26.99
Lech (500ml) ................................... 20pk ...................... $28.99
Modelo Especial cans...................... 12pk ...................... $14.99
New Belgium Fat Tire ..................... 24pk ...................... $33.99
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $19.99
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $30.99
Sagres.............................................. 24pk....................... $24.99
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $32.99
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $28.99
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $19.99
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $21.99

We specialize in hard to find items
and custom orders, just ask!

10% OFF

15% OFF

Any purchase of
6 bottles of wine

Any purchase of
12 bottles of wine

Restriction apply.
Coupons not valid on sale items.

Restriction apply.
Coupons not valid on sale items.

Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event:
facebook.com/metrolinden

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price”
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”
ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.
Not responsible for typographical errors.
Prices valid till February 28, 2021.

