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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN CRANFORD
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Loryn O'Brien 
Coldwell Banker East  

209 Central Ave 
Westfield, NJ 

lorynobrien118@gmail.com 
908-247-1136 

Office: 908-233-5555

DEDICATED 
TO RESULTS, 
A TRADITION 

OF TRUST 
Let Me Find 

Your Dream Home

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952 
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice 

. . . and everything in between, WE CAN HELP. 

ARNOLD’S 
PEST CONTROL 

Business license #90966A 

908-276-8062 
ArnoldsPestControl.com 

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

CALL 
TODAY!

CRANFORD POLICE OFFICER DELIVERS BABY BOY

(above) Patrolmen Thomas Bell and James Knight  
recently visited the Chaves family.

Submitted by Detective Lieutenant Davenport 
Patrolmen Thomas Bell and James Knight were on patrol 

around 8:33 a.m. on December 20, 2020, when they were 
dispatched to a 9-1-1 call for a pregnant woman in labor. 
Cranford resident Gina Chaves had gone into labor in her 
Cranford home when her water suddenly broke and the baby’s 
head had begun crowning. 

Patrolman Bell, a 21-year veteran of the police force, 
quickly assessed the situation, making a determination that 
their time was limited and the delivery would need to occur 
in the home. During the delivery, Patrolman Bell soon 
discovered that the umbilical cord had wrapped around the 
baby’s neck. Patrolman Bell was fortunately able to remove 
the cord from around the baby’s neck and deliver the baby boy, 
shortly thereafter. Everyone, including the newborn’s parents, 
were relieved when the baby began to cry. Patrolman Knight 
took part in comforting the new parents until Lucas was turned 
over to the Cranford First Aid Squad to assess the newborn 
and monitor Gina’s condition. 

The Cranford First Aid Squad took baby Lucas and his 
mother to Saint Barnabas Medical Center, Livingston for 
evaluation. The proud parents, Gina and Noberto Chaves of 

CRANFORD FIRST AID SQUAD AIDS IN BABY DELIVERY

(above) Cranford First Aid Squad EMTs Julia Connolly, 
Brian Waldner, Gianni Matadial and Jake Thompson.

Photo by Cranford First Aid Squad

Submitted by Kent Lucas 
On an early morning in 2020, the Cranford First Aid Squad 

crew of EMTs Julia Connolly, Gianni Matadial, Jake 
Thompson and Brian Waldner was dispatched for a woman 
in labor. The sleeping crew members, who always stay 
overnight at the CFAS building in order to have the quickest 
response possible, jumped out of bed and quickly headed to 
the scene to meet the Cranford Police Department.  

Upon arrival, the baby’s head was starting to appear and it 
was evident that the birth was imminent. There would be no 
time to transport to the nearest emergency room and the 
decision was made to deliver the baby at home.  

As the delivery progressed, it was found that the umbilical 
cord had wrapped around the baby’s neck. This is called a 
nuchal cord, and it occurs in roughly 20% of all births. 
Usually it is not a threat to the health of the baby, as the cord 
can be slipped off the neck as the head is delivered, and 
fortunately that was the case for this baby.  

Paramedics soon arrived on scene and accompanied the 
First Aid Squad crew, transporting mom and baby to the 
ambulance. Both were taken to the hospital and were perfectly 
healthy.

Cranford are now home and said, baby Lucas is “healthy” as 
they expressed their gratitude to the responding officers and 
EMT's for their actions.



Cranford Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,500 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every 
business and resident in Cranford. 

Although great care has been taken to ensure the 
information contained within is accurate, Renna Media 
assumes no liability for errors or omissions. 
© 2021 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.
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Advertise in this  
newspaper 

Reserve space in the next issue.  
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586 
or email info@rennamedia.com

9,800 papers 
are printed  

monthly  
and mailed  

to every 
household  

and business  
in Cranford.  

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Non-Emergency Police ..........908-272-2222 
Non-Emergency Fire..............908-709-7360 
Non-Emergency First Aid......908-272-2222 
Administrator .........................908-709-7205 
Attorney .................................908-709-7200 
Building and Construction.....908-709-7213 
Clerk.......................................908-709-7210 
Court Administrator ...............908-709-7242 
Downtown Business & 
    Economic Development ....908-709-7208 
Library ...................................908-709-7272 
Engineer .................................908-709-7219 
Health Inspector.....................908-709-7225 
Judge ......................................908-709-7242 
Prosecutor ..............................908-709-7242 
Public Defender .....................908-709-7242 
Public Works..........................908-709-7217 
Recreation & Parks ................908-709-7283 
Recycling ...............................908-709-7217 
Registrar.................................908-709-7238 
Swim Pool..............................908-709-7260 
Tax Assessor...........................908-709-7211 
TV 35 .....................................908-709-3995 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Did you or someone you know accomplish 

something amazing? We are interested in 
hearing about your latest achievement 
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you 
have an event that you need help publicizing? 
Then send Cranford Monthly your news! 

Call: 908-418-5586 
Email: editor@rennamedia.com

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs. 

• 1 hour denture repairs  
• 3 hour lab relines laboratory on premises  
• All repairs schedule permitting 

OFFICE COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS 

It’s time for new dentures!

Ask about 
implant supported dentures.

• Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing •

✔ All staff & patients screened and temperatures taken 
✔ Reduced reception seating ✔ Shielded reception desk 
✔ Personal protective equipment for the dental team 

✔ Intra-oral high speed suction systems 
✔ UV wands for surfaces and equipment 
✔ Operatories with HEPA and UV-C filtration

u a r q

CRANFORD’S LITTLE FREE PANTRY 
IS NOW OPEN FOR ANYONE IN NEED

Submitted by Susan Caruso Green 
Drive by Cranford United Methodist Church 

and in the parking lot (shared with the Cranford 
Library) you will see the new Little Free Pantry. 
Built by Boy Scout Josh Schwartz, the pantry is 
open 24/7 for anyone who needs food, or wants 
to donate food for families in need. 

Take what you need, leave what you can – no 

questions asked. 
If the pantry is full, there are extra bins 

available for your non-perishable food donations. 
The pantry was created by Josh to enable 
neighbor to help neighbor in the spirit of 
community, charity, justice and sharing. Thank 
you, Josh, and thanks to everyone who is making 
this community service possible.

(above) Boy Scout Josh Schwartz built a community pantry where neighbors can help each other. 
Located in the parking lot of Cranford United Methodist Church (corner of Walnut and Lincoln 

Avenues), t is available to pick up and drop off 24/7.
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

CRANFORD’S TOWN  
WIDE GARAGE SALE 

APRIL 10
Cranford’s Town Wide Garage Sale hosted by 

Project Home of Cranford is scheduled for 
Saturday April 10, 2021 rain or shine. This is a 
great opportunity for residents to clean out items 
they no longer need and turn them into cash and 
most importantly help support township 
residents in need. Winter is the perfect time to 
start your spring cleaning early and to plan your 
sale. 

Those who register will have the address of 
their sale and brief description of what they have 
to offer for sale included on the listing that will 
be posted on the Project Home website and on 
Facebook for shoppers looking to find sale 
locations. On-line registration will be available 
through April 6, 2021, mail in registration must 
be postmarked by April 2, 2021. 

To participate in the Town Wide Garage Sale 
registration is available on-line through the 
Project Home website: cranfordprojecthome.org, 
or by mailing in the completed registration form, 
which can also be found on the website or send a 
note with your name, address, telephone number 
and brief description of what you are selling, 
along with a check for $25 to Project Home of 
Cranford, PO Box 724, Cranford, NJ 07016. 
Note, only your address and what you are selling 
will be posted to the site for shoppers to see. 

All participants are requested to follow the 
current health and safety guidelines relating to 
COVID-19 while running their individual sale. 

Since March and the start of the current 
COVID crisis Project Home of Cranford, through 
Cranford Family Care has assisted over 25 
families with housing costs. It is through 
fundraisers like the Town Wide Garage Sale that 
we as a community are able to lend a hand to 
those in need when unexpected financial crisis 
impacts our neighbors. 

For 25 years Project Home of Cranford, a 
501(c)3 charity, has been working through 
Cranford Family Care to keep Cranford families 
in crisis in their homes. The Town Wide Garage 
Sale is one of the events that Project Home runs 
to raise funds for Cranford Family Care. For 
questions about the garage sale or just find out 
more about Project Home and our mission please 
email us at info@cranfordprojecthome.org, visit 
us at cranfordprojecthome.org and Like us on 
Facebook ProjectHomeOfCranford.

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 
We buy entire estates or single items and pay the 

highest prices along with friendly, professional service. 
Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com 
www.konantiques.com 

Located in Summit

Over 20 
years of 

Experience
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ANNOUNCING THE NEW OFFICE OF DR. EDWARD SOMMA IN BERKELEY HEIGHTS 
“Providing exceptional comprehensive health care with unrivaled 
compassion and personalized attention for more than 2 decades”  

654 Springfield Ave Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922 

(908) 219-8800 • www.intuitivemedgroup.com

After graduating from medical school, Dr Somma served his internship in Internal 
Medicine at Trinitas Regional Medical Center. He then completed his residency in 
Internal Medicine at Seton Hall Post Graduate School of Medicine, where he was 
elected Chief Resident of Internal Medicine in his final year.   
 
Dr. Somma has been in practice in Union and Middlesex counties for over 20 years, 
with an emphasis on excellence and compassion for his patients.  He has served as 
the physician for the Elizabeth Fire Department, the Board of Health of Hillside and has 
served the Board of Education for Woodbridge NJ.  He was granted the Humanitarian 
of the Year Award by Trinitas Health Foundation in May 2014, for his dedication to the 
community and his outstanding service to the goals of the Foundation. 
 
Dr. Somma has special interests in various fields of Internal Medicine, including 
diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular diseases and arthritis/rheumatology. He has 
represented to major pharmaceutical companies, such as Schering-Plough and Pfizer, 
in a consulting and educational role for his peers.  Dr. Somma has been a clinical 
educator for Seton Hall’s Physician Assistant Program as an Associate Professor 
 of Medicine for their Internal Medicine program.  Edward Anthony Somma, MD 

Internal Medicine

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED 
TO DELIVER MOBILE MEALS IN CRANFORD

Mobile Meals of Westfield needs volunteer 
drivers to deliver prepared meals to our clients in 
Cranford. Mobile Meals of Westfield is a non-
profit organization which provides meals to 
people who are unable to provide meals for 
themselves in Clark, Cranford, Fanwood, 
Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and 
Westfield.  

Requirements for volunteer drivers are: 
• Licensed Driver over the age of 18 
• Insured vehicle 
• Commitment of 1-2 hours per delivery day 
• Minimum commitment of one time per month 

To apply for a volunteer driver position for the 
Cranford openings: 
• Go to the Mobile Meals website at 

mobilemealsofwestfield.org 
• Click on VOLUNTEER in the upper right 

hand corner of the home page 
• Click PRINT VOLUNTEER APPLICATION 

at the bottom of that page 
• Print completed application and submit to: 

MOBILE MEALS OF WESTFIELD 
170 ELM ST. 
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 
For more information, call 908-233-6146.

RECREATION & PARKS 
WINTER VIRTUAL PROGRAMS

The Cranford Recreation & Parks Department 
would like to announce that registration for 
Virtual Winter programs is still open, with 
availability in all programs. All programs are 
listed in our online brochure, which is posted on 
the website, cranfordnj.org/recreation-parks and 
the social media pages of Facebook at 
facebook.com/CranfordRecreationAndParks and 
Instagram at 
instagram.com/CranfordRecreationAndParks.   

Registration for all classes may be done online 

through Community Pass. Online registration 
will enable you to register 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week, to make payment by credit card and to 
receive the latest program updates as they occur 
through your account. You may access your 
existing account or create a new accounts by 
visiting  register.communitypass.net/cranford.  

If you would like assistance to register online 
or have any other questions, please call the 
Recreation Department at 908-709-7283, 
Extension 2.

TENDER TOUCH  
HOME CARE AGENCY

We care for the elderly who need assistance 
and would like to stay in their own home. 

908-588-2888 
Full Service Home Healthcare Agency  

Single Visit Assistance to 24-Hour Care 
Assistance for you or your loved ones, with their basic  

needs including, bathing, grooming and toileting. 

Bonded 
& Insured

• Daily Living - ADLS 
• Alzheimer’s 
• Ambulation 
• Bathing 
• Companion
We make it easy and  
affordable to stay at  
home to rehab and  
convalesce. Stay  
close to family  
and loved ones.

(908) 202-1702 CELL 
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE 
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX 
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE 
elizabeth.bataille@coldwellbankermoves.com

Elizabeth Bataille 
Sales Associate



CRANFORD MONTHLY • Page 7  • February 2021



CRANFORD MONTHLY • Page 8  • February 2021

• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations 
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease 
• Optos Retina Imaging 
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands 
• Comprehensive Eye Examinations 
• Contact Lens Examinations 
• Variety of Contact lenses 
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES:  
• Oxford 
• VSP 
• Aetna 
• Avesis 
• NVA 
• Block Vision  
• Davis Vision 
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield and many more.  
Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.

EYES ON YOU 
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours: 
Mon: 10am to 6pm 
Tues: 10am to 6pm 
Wed: Closed 
Thur: 10am to 6pm 
Fri: 10am to 6pm 
Sat: 9am to 2pm 
Sun: Closed 
Late appointments are  
    available by request.

Dr. M. Williams 
Optometric Physician 

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ 
732-388-3900 

rahwayeyedoctor.com

• Medicare 
• Medicaid 
• Qualcare 
• Superior Vision 
• United Health Care 
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ 
• Vision Benefits of America

SCHEDULE YOUR COVID VACCINATION
The County of Union opened an online 

registration system at ucnjvaccine.org for those 
eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccination. 

Please note the registration system will only 
log those who are eligible to receive the 
vaccination. Those who are ineligible to receive 
vaccinations will not be allowed to pre-register, 
and must wait until they are eligible. 

Those who are eligible to receive the vaccine 
include paid and unpaid persons serving in health 
care settings who have the potential for direct or 
indirect exposure to patients or infectious 
materials and long-term care residents and staff, 
and also sworn law enforcement personnel and 

fire professionals. Residents 65 and older are also 
eligible to receive the vaccinations, as are those 
between the ages of 16-64 with medical 
conditions, as defined by the CDC, that increase 
the risk of severe illness from the virus. 

The county is offering the Moderna vaccine. 
The vaccination clinic is located at Downs Hall 
at Kean University in Union, and is currently 
open five days a week from 3-7 p.m. Once more 
vaccines are available, the county is planning to 
offer the COVID-19 vaccine in different areas of 
the county. 

To secure an appointment for the COVID 
vaccination visit ucnjvaccine.org.

NAMI UNION COUNTY “CIRCLE OF FRIENDS”
The Union County chapter of the National 

Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) invites 
area residents to join its Zoom “Circle of 
Friends” for a free informal evening of 
discussion on Feb. 23, from 7:30 - 9 p.m. 

The format will be a panel discussion with 
Joyce Benz, LCSW, Director of Intensive 
Family Support Services of the Mental Health 
Assoc. in NJ as moderator along with other 
NAMI members. The panel will explore 
various topics affecting persons with mental 

illness and offer insight from their own 
experiences in dealing with these problems. 
Join us and bring your questions and 
concerns. This is an opportunity for 
information sharing with others who have a 
common interest. 

Please register for this evening at 
naminj.org/support/affiliates/union/Upcoming 
Event. Click on the “Register Here” link 
which will not be available until a few days 
before the event.

908-464-9655 
PeterWTraubRoofing@gmail.com 

PeterTraubRoofing.com 
A.A.S. in Construction, SUNY Delhi University 

Established 1985 • Lic. #13VH00107400

83 Industrial Road, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

• Slate • Tile  
• Wood Shingles  
• Copper Gutters  

& Flashing  
• Snow Guards  
• All Phases  

of Carpentry  
• Roof Restoration

NOW 
HIRING
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On Sat, Feb. 13th, from 1 – 3 p.m., the 

Cranford Police Department Outreach Officers 
and Cranford Riverwalk Restoration and 
Preservation Alliance, in partnership with the 
Cranford Downtown Management, will be 
hosting Coffee with a Cop and Winter Walk on 
the Riverwalk. Cranford residents of all ages are 
invited to pick up complimentary hot chocolate 
or coffee and walk Cranford’s historic Riverwalk 
while having a casual conversation with officers 
at the Cranford Police Department. The goal of 
the walk is to allow the Cranford Police 
Department to interact positively with the citizens 
they serve each day, as well as build relationships 
with the community. 

Participants can pick up a complimentary 
beverage offered by the Cranford Police 
Department at the Cranford Heritage Plaza, 
located at the intersection of South Avenue East, 
Lincoln Park East and Centennial Ave. Everyone 
will then be welcomed to walk the paved one-
third of a mile Riverwalk along the Rahway 
River from the Heritage Plaza to Droescher's Mill 
Park and waterfalls on Lincoln Avenue. 

“Coffee with a Cop is a way for members of 
the Cranford Police Department to interact 
positively and proactively with the citizens they 
serve, building relationships and addressing 
community concerns through casual 
conversations,” Chief Ryan Greco of the 
Cranford Police Department said.  

Officer Ali Muhammad of the Community 

Outreach Division highlighted the benefit of this 
upcoming event in light of this past year. 
“COVID-19 has been devastating to our nation, 
so this opportunity to once again interact in a safe 
manner while informing others of the good works 
of the police and community members has us 
hopeful for a brighter 2021,” he said.  “We will 
have informational handout pamphlets regarding 
safety and new programs coming in the future.” 

“One of the valuable aspects of Cranford’s 
historic Riverwalk, which is part of the Union 
County parks system, is the central location,” 
explains Michael Mason, president of the 
Cranford Riverwalk Restoration and Preservation 
Alliance. “It is an easy place for Union County 
residents to gather, and its rich history and 
beautiful scenery lends itself to social walks such 
as this. We are honored to have the Cranford 
Police Department use our walk for their 
outreach efforts.” 

The hopes of the Cranford Riverwalk 
Restoration and Preservation Alliance is that 
more individuals will be interested in walking the 
Riverwalk, learning about Cranford’s unique past 
while helping to work restore it at their monthly 
restoration days, held the second Saturday of 
each month from March until November. 

All ages are welcomed. Masks are required. 
Social distancing will be enforced. The Cranford 
Police Department will have pamphlets available 
to inform participants of the many activities the 
Department offers to residents.

NTH DEGREE 
{virtual} 

MATHEMATICS TUTORING 

Susan Marie Mayers 

nthdegreemathematics 
@gmail.com 

908.317.9144

HOBBIE & HOBBIE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

EDWARD J. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

908-276-4777 
hobbieandhobbie.com 
fax: 908-709-1663 
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com 

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863 

Celebrating 40 years of service to Cranford

• Estate Administration 
• Will and Trusts 
• Elder Law 
• Real Estate
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A GARDEN OF GRATITUDE
The teachers and staff of Brookside Place 

School arrived to a wonderful sight recently 
thanks to the efforts of the BPS PTA and its 
families. 

Dozens of handmade signs of thanks formed a 
garden of gratitude on the front lawn. The 

heartfelt expressions recognized the efforts of 
the teachers and staff during these unusual 
times. The initiative also served as a fundraiser 
for the PTA with the funds supporting their 
mini-grant program. The surprise was 
appreciated by all!

Photos by Cranford Public Schools

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ

One Bedroom Apartments Available 
from $1,350. 

Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

908.789.9198 
Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.
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549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford 
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

 
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE 

$300 OFF 
Expires: 12/31/2020. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0% Financing 
Available

FREE 
ESTIMATES

NO 
OBLIGATION

We are a full service installation and maintenance company. 
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER 
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS 
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS 
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

 $25 OFF 
ANY SERVICE CALL 
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance. 

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now! 
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion  
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend  
the life of your unit.

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

Hi-efficiency heating equipment  
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates. 

NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME! 
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

HOW TO BE A GRANDPARENT DURING PANDEMIC
700 schools in the U.S., Asia, Africa Europe and 
Central America.   

“We are excited for SAGE to offer this very 
informative program,” said Nina Tiger, 
Coordinator of Your Decisions Matter. “We 
know the difficulty older adults are facing 
during this unprecedented time and one of the 
biggest issues they are voicing is that they miss 
their grandchildren terribly. We’re hopeful this 
program will offer them helpful solutions.” 

Register here: bit.ly/SAGEEldercare.  
For questions, more information  
or help using ZOOM - email:  
yourdecisionsmatter@sageeldercare.org  
or call 908-598-5511. 
Your Decisions Matter is a community 

initiative funded by Atlantic Health’s Chilton 
and Overlook Medical Centers’ Community 
Advisory Boards whose goal is to encourage 
families to talk with their loved ones about end-
of-life care and decision making.  

Since 1954, SAGE Eldercare has been 
helping make the communities it serves amazing 
places to age.  The non-profit organization 
provides a wide array of information, support, 
and services designed to help individuals lead 
the most independent and active lives possible.   

For more information,  
please call 908-273-5550  
or visit sageeldercare.org.

SAGE Eldercare and Your Decisions Matter 
will host a live zoom event featuring New York 
Times bestselling author and Ph.D. Michael 
Thompson on February 9th at 4:00 p.m. 
“Grandparents are missing their grandchildren; 
grandchildren want to see their grandparents, 
and the parents in the middle are missing the 
support and connection across the generations,” 
explained Thompson, who himself is a 
grandparent of three. 

While Facetime and Zoom allow for face-to-
face communication, the technology can feel 
awkward and unsatisfying to older adults. 
Thompson will discuss this and the stress of 
being separated from families, the yearning to 
be in touch and the unique difficulties 
grandparents are experiencing during COVID-
19. He will also share alternative modes of 
connecting that can help. 

Thompson is the author or coauthor of nine 
books, including the New York Times bestseller 
Raising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Life of 
Boys as well as Best Friends/ Worst Enemies: 
Understanding the Social Lives of Children, The 
Pressured Child and Homesick and Happy: How 
Time Away from Parents Can Help a Child 
Grow. He also works as a clinical psychologist 
and school consultant. He is presently the 
supervising psychologist for the Belmont Hill 
School in Belmont, MA and has worked in over 

(above) SAGE Eldercare and Your Decisions 
Matter will host a live zoom event on February 

9th at 4:00 p.m. with New York Times 
bestselling author and PH.D. Michael 

Thompson. The topic will be “How to be a 
grandparent during the pandemic”. Register 

here: http://bit.ly/SAGEEldercare. For 
questions, more information or help using 

ZOOM -  email: 
yourdecisionsmatter@sageeldercare.org or call 

908-598-5511.
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House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours 

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016 

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990 

“Family care for newborns through 100”

FIVE-TOWN PARADE INCLUDES SUPERHEROES, GIFT BASKETS AND MORE

County, took photographs of each family as they 
emerged from their homes and were greeted by 
superheroes, the symphony of honking horns and 
applause, and received balloon bouquets from A 
Birthday Wish. A hot breakfast – sponsored by 
Union County Surrogate James LaCorte – was 
delivered to each family by DCPP staff and 
Cranford resident Robin Johnstone. 

Adoption Day began 20 years ago when a 
coalition of The Dave Thomas Foundation for 
Adoption, Congressional Coalition on Adoption 
Institute, Alliance for Children’s Rights and 
Children’s Action Network encouraged nine 
cities to open courts the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving to allow adoptions to be finalized 
and celebrated. Today, more than 120,000 
nationwide need a permanent home, with an 
average wait in foster care of four years. Each 
year, 23,000 youth age out of the system without 
a family or safety net in place. 
ABOUT CASA OF UNION COUNTY 

Since 2005, Court Appointed Special 
Advocates of Union County has been recruiting, 
training, supervising and supporting community 
volunteers to advocate for abused, neglected and 
abandoned children placed in foster homes or 
residential facilities. CASA volunteers ensure 
children’s best interests remain the priority while 
working toward establishing a safe, stable and 
permanent home for each child served. 

For details on CASA of Union County and 
becoming an advocate for a foster youth, contact 
Walia at wworrill@casaofunioncounty.org or log 
on to www.casaofunioncounty.org.

Photos by CASA of Union County 

Submitted by Gretchen M. Boger-O’Bryan 
A recent Friday morning had special meaning 

to five Union County foster youth celebrating an 
end to living in foster care as adoptions into their 
forever families became finalized. Union 
County’s Family Court celebrated National 
Adoption Day on Friday, Nov. 20, ahead of the 
national Saturday Nov. 21 festivities, as five 
youth ranging from two to 11 years old, along 
with their foster families, met on Zoom with 
Judges Marc R. Brown and James Hely to make 
official what each already felt – they were home. 

Although COVID-19 required the day be 
different than prior years, the excitement was as 
palpable as ever. A car parade included judiciary 
staff, CASA of Union County staff and interns, 
fire trucks, police cars and a band of superheroes 
from Heroes 4 Heroes, a volunteer organization 
of corrections officers that don superhero 
costumes and visit children facing adversities. 
The parade included stops at each adoptive home 
– Cranford, Elizabeth, Linden, Newark and 
Union – with sirens blaring, horns honking and 
rounds of applause. 

Each family received a gift basket from CASA 
of Union County, with collaboration from David 
Brearley Middle and High School, Live or Tie 
Dye, Two Park Princesses, Kappa Alpha Theta of 
Westfield, Division of Child Protection and 
Permanency and Catholic Charities, Girl Scout 
Troop 40042 of Cranford, and Scotch Plains Girl 
Scout Lauren Cunningham, Union County Bar 
Association, and many generous community 
members who heeded the call for donations. Each 
family fun-themed basket contained board and 
card games, puzzles, fleece blankets, teddy bear 
for each adoptee, themed picture frame for the 
first official family photo, jars of popping corn, 
movie candy, Delice Macarons, ShopRite and 
WalMart gift cards and a welcome mat declaring, 
“There’s No Place Like Home.” Adoptees and 
siblings received tie-dye sweatshirts from Live or 
Tie Dye and books handpicked by Kappa Alpha 
Theta’s Westfield chapter. At each parade stop, 
Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan, Development and 
Communications Manager at CASA of Union 

(above) The Ayala Family of Cranford

(above) CASA staff interns at parade step off 
at Union County Courthouse

ALL PIPES 
Plumbing 

Heating and 
Air Conditioning 

Master Plumber Lic. #12951 

Located in 
Cranford, NJ 

Joe Neglio 

908-499-9092 

Bonded & 
Insured 

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 2/28/21.
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Registrations for the 2021-2022 
academic year are now being accepted 
• Faith-based environment 
• Early Childhood Program  

Pre K3 & Pre K4 (Full & Half Day) 
• Full Day academically based  

Kindergarten 
• Primary, Elementary,  

and Middle School curriculums  
• Controlled class size 
• Average 16:1 student-teacher ratio  
• 1:1 chrome books for grades 4-8 
• Before and after care programs  

are available daily on site  
• Member of the National Catholic  

Education Association (NCEA) 
• Accredited by the Middle States  

Association Commission  
on Elementary Schools

PLEASE CALL 
(908) 276-9425 

TO SCHEDULE A TOUR 
100 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ 
www.smscranford.com 
E-Mail: saint.michael@verizon.net

CELEBRATING OVER 90 YEARS 
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

#SMS STRONG 

We are here for you during the COVID-19 
pandemic with emergency appointments 

and 24 hour on-call service.

We speak Polish and Spanish 

908-925-8110 
CenterofDentalServices.com 
924 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036

Dr. Myung Hae Hyon DDS & Dr. Mrunal Patel DDS 

Dr. Lealon Robinson - Oral Surgeon - FREE Implant 

consultation 

GENERAL AND 
COSMETIC DENTIST

COMMUNITY HOPE CONNECTS VETERANS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES WITH HOUSING, SERVICES

To make a referral, please call the referral 
hotline at 1-855-483-8466 or email 
SSVF@communityhope-nj.org, or email Gema 
Diaz at gdiaz@communityhope-nj.org. 

Community Hope is a nonprofit that helps 
individuals, including veterans, and their 
families, overcome mental illness, addiction, 
homelessness and poverty. Learn more at 
communityhope-nj.org.

CALL THE REFERRAL HOTLINE FOR ELIGIBILITY  
Veterans and their families who are 

experiencing a housing crisis may be eligible for 
emergency assistance such as motel/hotel stays, 
security deposits, rent, rental arrears, groceries 
and utilities through Community Hope. 

Community Hope’s Supportive Services for 
Veteran Families (SSVF) program is currently 
providing assistance remotely. Urgent 
community-based services such as critical 
supplies and veteran wellness-checks are 
provided in person. 

The increase in support services to veterans 
and their families during the COVID-19 
pandemic is possible thanks to funding from the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. 

ROGER, FOR NEW JERSEY 
VETERAN COMMUNITY TO FIND SUPPORT

ROGER, a search platform for New Jersey 
veterans, launched on November 9th, just ahead 
of Veterans Day 2020. The platform was created 
by Backpacks For Life founders Brett 
D'Alessandro and Alexa Modero. After serving 
the Veteran community for 6 years, they found 
many inefficiencies and convoluted systems that 
prevented veterans from getting the care they 
need in a quick and efficient way. From lengthy 
intake processes to outdated information on 
organizations' websites, the Backpacks For Life 
team knew there was a better way to get veterans 
the care they needed. 

ROGER allows veterans and their family 
members to search for programs, resources and 
care by a variety of factors such as zip code, 
branch of service, discharge status and income. 
With these customizable search features, veterans 
will see only the programs that they qualify for. 
This helps mitigate time wasted for not only 
veterans searching for programs that fit their 
needs, but also the service providers to ensure the 

veteran is a good fit for them.  
"Navigating through resources is hard...we get 

it. As a veteran myself, I was often running 
around in circles trying to find programs that I 
was eligible for and that fit my needs. When 
we're working with veterans, every minute 
matters and with ROGER we can work more 
quickly to get veterans what they need. We're 
excited to bring ROGER to the NJ veteran 
community." - Sgt. Brett D'Alessandro, Retired 
US Marine & President of Backpacks For Life 

To explore ROGER, visit www.roger.vet or 
contact the ROGER team at 
roger@backpacksforlife.org 

Backpacks For Life is a 501(C )3 nonprofit 
organization that serves the homeless and at-risk 
veteran community. By regularly distributing 
backpacks filled with essentials to veterans on the 
streets and providing mentorship to at-risk 
veterans and their families, Backpacks For Life 
aims to bridge the gap between veterans and the 
resources available to them.

• Financing Available 
• Special Discounts 

• 50% off Sales Tax 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted w y [ t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth 

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232 
www.jacobsonappliances.com

FREE DELIVERY 
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;  
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm; 
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR CRANFORD 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES 

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 2/28/21.
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Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 135,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
21 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$35 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 
tinarenna@rennamedia.com 

 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com 
 

202 Walnut Avenue 
Cranford, NJ 07016 

info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise  
in 1 or all  
21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 

• Get unlimited clicks 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• Free ad design and copywriting 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• Paid search engine promotions 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• Posts are shared through social media 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• Trackable results 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE
ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES $20 

PER POST 
Block of 20 

for $200
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a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

Lic. # 
13VH06601300

CASH 4 CARS 
RUNNING OR NOT 

908-247-5423 
www.Mula4Cars.com

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-342-5048 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 2/28/21.

IS YOUR HOME A PART OF LOCAL HISTORY?
Submitted by Steven Saltzman 

You can have a bronze plaque to put on the 
outside of your home that recognizes its historic 
contribution to Cranford’s history. If you live in 
the North Cranford Historic district and your 
home qualifies, you can purchase a distinguished 
bronze plaque from the Cranford Historic 
Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) that 
provides your home with the recognition it 
deserves as contributing to Cranford’s history. 
Plaques are available at preservecranford.com. 
The cost is $150. The webpage includes a map 
that you can expand and then click on your 
property to see if your house qualifies for 
recognition. 

Many homeowners have already purchased 
these distinctive plaques and have commented 
about what it means to them to participate. For 
instance, Suzanne and Mara, living in a home 
built in 1890, wrote that they “wanted to support 
the project and [were] excited about the prospect 
of having [their] home “identified” as 
contributing to the historical character of 
Cranford.”  Remo, whose house dates from 1750, 
“wanted to note to others the value of a historic 
home.”  Another couple wanted to “preserve 
Cranford history.” 

If you are interested please visit our website, 
preservecranford.com, to see if your home 
qualifies and place your order. 

(above) A bronze plaque recognizes your 
home’s historic contribution.

$2 OFF 
ANY CAR WASH  

SERVICE ANYTIME 
With this coupon only. 

Can’t be combined with any other offers.

$4 OFF 
OUR GOLD QUALITY OR 
HIGHER WASH SERVICE 

With this coupon only. 
Can’t be combined with any other offers.

20% OFF 
ANY CAR WASH 

With this coupon only. 
Can’t be combined with any other offers.

550 South Ave. East • Cranford, NJ 
908-272-7255 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

Hand Car Wash Available 
Ask About Our Detail Service 

Buff & Wax Full detail services available 
Certified mechanics on staff

Auto Spa of Cranford wishes 
you and your family 

health and happiness!

OPEN FOR FULL SERVICE!

UNITED WAY OF GREATER UNION COUNTY
As part of its transformation to continue 

providing programs and services, United Way of 
Greater Union County (UWGUC) recently 
announced that it has modernized their 
comprehensive approach to their family 
strengthening model. The organization is 
collaborating within its community resources 
network and its affiliated initiatives to provide a 
series of virtual webinars that will provide 
families and individuals with continued access to 
services, leadership and career focused 
initiatives, and ways they can advocate in their 
communities.  

Building Resiliency Empowering Parents, 
Families and Individuals, the themed focus, 
serves to provide continued support to residents 
who are facing educational, health and economic 
barriers, and ensures services are provided in 
both the traditional and virtual (online) setting. 
During the Coronavirus pandemic, UWGUC saw 
an increase in the number of families struggling 
to meet basic needs such as buying food, paying 
rent and utility bills, and having access to 

healthcare. The unemployment rate in Union 
County went from 4.5% in January to 16.4% in 
June 2020, resulting in more than 81,000 
unemployed residents, 3,100 evictions filed and 
9,000 food stamp applications filed in Union 
County.    

The organization, through donations of fresh 
and nonperishable food from Amazon Logistics 
and the Community Food Bank of New Jersey, 
also hosts weekly food distributions, where 900 
families are served on average each week, since 
the pandemic began. In addition, during the 
summer, UWGUC organized and held a virtual 
back-to-school drive serving more than 400 
students with backpacks and school supplies.   

UWGUC is also calling for volunteers who are 
experts in their field to host a workshop or 
webinar that could help those in the community.  

The virtual workshops and webinars are free 
and open to the public. Interested persons can 
access them through the United Way of Greater 
Union County website at 
uwguc.org/virtualworkshops. 
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SHOP FROM HOME 
Visit our website: 

MaranoSonsAuto.com 

Search over 135 vehicles 
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /  
Body type / Engine specs / etc. 
 
Featuring Online Purchasing. 
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles. 
 
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only. 
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations: 
 
 

Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Like us on 
Facebook!!!

Credit problems? 
Call us to get you approved!

SUV & Trucks 
507-13 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-1551 
Fax 908-789-2744

Cars & Specialty Vehicles 
150 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-0555 
Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!


