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Submitted by Mary Ann McGann
Whether creating holiday cards for senior care
facilities, conducting food drives and collecting
warm clothing for families in need, or donating
CALL US!
ARNOLD’S masks and cleaning wipes to school staff, the
Westfield Public Schools community continues
PEST
its tradition of giving, despite challenges
CONTROL
presented by COVID-19.
Business license #90966A
“During these very difficult times, the club has
Complete Termite &
still
managed to find ways to regularly perform
Pest Control Since 1952
From rats to bats,
acts of kindness in the community,” say
skunks to racoons,
Westfield High School Community Service Club
and squirrels to mice
advisers Gregory Bowers and Zorana Culjak.
. . . and everything
“We currently have over two hundred students
in between,
WE CAN HELP.
who are actively and safely participating in the
908-276-8062 many activities we have initiated since the
ArnoldsPestControl.com beginning of the school year.”
The WHS Community Service Club held its
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ
annual leaf raking fundraiser in November,
CALL
raising $1,070 for the WHS Helping Hands Fund
TODAY!
to support members of the school community.
Club members also recently collected food and
warm socks for local charities, while making 200
lunches for Bridges Outreach, a non-profit
Summit-based organization working to support
homeless individuals.
The Parent Teacher Council (PTC) and
individual school Parent Teacher Organizations
(PTOs) have found creative ways to support the
school community and individuals in need as
well. The PTC raised over $22,000 last spring
and summer, purchasing grocery store gift cards
to assist local families and continued its
fundraising effort this fall.
School PTOs hold generous holiday food and
toy drives every year. This year, the generosity
remains, even as the process is different.
“We usually receive hundreds of toys and
presents through our Holiday Drive which we
donate to families through the Westfield
Neighborhood Council,” says Washington
School PTO co-president Kami Carulli. “This
year, in an effort to keep things safe and simple
during the pandemic, we asked our Washington
community to donate gift cards to stores and
restaurants as well as new toys.”
The schools have continued the weekly

Photos by The Westfield Foundation

(above) Members of the Westfield High School Community Service Club
held a leaf-raking fundraiser in November, raising $1,250 in donations
to help members of the community in need.
tradition of donating extra lunches to area food pantries. In November,
Carulli says the Washington community collected approximately 240
sandwiches, 2 dozen bagged sides,15 bags of fresh produce, 20 bags of
clothes/boots and a truckload of additional nonperishable items for a local
food pantry.
There were plenty of virtual fundraisers, including Do-It-Yourself kits
offered by area merchants for families to create an ornament, make a
pizza, or bake and decorate a sweet treat.
“These DIY kits helped to create memorable family experiences while
supporting our local Westfield stores and the Lincoln School PTO,” says
Lincoln PTO co-president Elise Garfinkel.
Superintendent Dr. Margaret Dolan says these are just a few of the
many ways that the school community is continuing its tradition of giving
back.
“Our students, staff, and families have always been committed to
community service,” says Dolan. “I am proud of the creative and safe
ways they have found to meet the increased need created by COVID-19.”
“The pandemic has created many obstacles for all of us,” adds Bowers.
“It is inspiring to see WHS Community Service Club members rise to the
challenge and work to help so many people in the community. The work
they are doing is as impressive as it is heartwarming.”

• SERVICE • COMFORT • PEACE OF MIND •
QUALITY HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES SINCE 1981
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

CALL TODAY

732-329-3784

www.carranoair.com

FALL SPECIAL!
FURNANCE
TUNE-UP

$49

We Service All Makes & Models

Plus any part and labor
if repairs needed.
Not to be combined
with any other offers.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 0% DOWN , INTEREST FREE FINANCING, CALL FOR DETAILS

License Number: 19HC00350900
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Westfield Monthly is published by Renna
Media. 11,800 newspapers are printed monthly
and mailed to every business and resident in
Westfield.
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the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
© 2020 Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media LLC.

RAKE AND HOE JUNIORS
DONATE WREATHS TO FRONTLINE WORKERS

In September, the junior members of the Rake
& Hoe Garden Club of Westfield visited The
Miller Corey House and learnt how to make
grapevine wreaths. The juniors then made their
own wreaths and decorated them with dried and
fresh plant material.
In late November, the Juniors visited the
Shoprite in Garwood and presented the decorated
grapevine wreaths to the Shoprite workers to
thank them for working throughout the pandemic
to keep them and their families fed.
The Juniors, meet monthly, after school during

the school year to work on projects focused on
gardening, flower design, and community
service.
The Rake & Hoe Garden Club is affiliated with
the Garden Club of New Jersey and the National
Garden Club, Inc. The club meets on the second
Wednesday of the month at 12 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club. Membership is open to
residents of Westfield and surrounding towns.
For more information, call Beth Siano (908-2334150) or visit the club’s website,
(rakeandhoe.org) or Facebook page.

To submit content
Email: editor@rennamedia.com
Call: 908-418-5586
website: rennamedia.com

Westfield Monthly
is online at
www.rennamedia.com
like us on
facebook.com
/WestfieldMonthly

(above, l-r) Junior members of the Rake & Hoe Garden Club, Alissa Stumpf, Malissa Morabito,
Arline Bound, Arabella Morabito and Lila Spadaro.

ANNOUNCING THE NEW OFFICE OF DR. EDWARD SOMMA IN BERKELEY HEIGHTS
“Providing exceptional comprehensive health care with unrivaled
compassion and personalized attention for more than 2 decades”
After graduating from medical school, Dr Somma served his internship in Internal
Medicine at Trinitas Regional Medical Center. He then completed his residency in
Internal Medicine at Seton Hall Post Graduate School of Medicine, where he was
elected Chief Resident of Internal Medicine in his final year.
Dr. Somma has been in practice in Union and Middlesex counties for over 20 years,
with an emphasis on excellence and compassion for his patients. He has served as
the physician for the Elizabeth Fire Department, the Board of Health of Hillside and has
served the Board of Education for Woodbridge NJ. He was granted the Humanitarian
of the Year Award by Trinitas Health Foundation in May 2014, for his dedication to the
community and his outstanding service to the goals of the Foundation.

Edward Anthony Somma, MD
Internal Medicine

Dr. Somma has special interests in various fields of Internal Medicine, including
diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular diseases and arthritis/rheumatology. He has
represented to major pharmaceutical companies, such as Schering-Plough and Pfizer,
in a consulting and educational role for his peers. Dr. Somma has been a clinical
educator for Seton Hall’s Physician Assistant Program as an Associate Professor
of Medicine for their Internal Medicine program.

654 Springfield Ave Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
(908) 219-8800 • www.intuitivemedgroup.com
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WOOD FLOORS

Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation

CARPET & RUGS

Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind

RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET
A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048

Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
labor only. Materials not included. Cannot
10% Discount Onbe combined
with other offers. Exp. 1/31/21.

KIWANIS CLUBS JOIN FORCES
TO REMEMBER VETERANS
Submitted by Susan Dougherty
The Kiwanis Clubs of Greater Westfield and
Clark combined forces to write thank you notes
to the veterans who are residents of the NJ State
Veterans Home at Menlo Park, NJ to let them
know they were being praised and remembered
for their service to the country. Over 600 heartfelt
notes, letters, and artwork were dropped off at the
facility on November first so that the veterans’
rooms and lunch trays could be filled with
correspondence from grateful folks in Union
County. This has been an ongoing project of the
area Kiwanis Clubs under the presidencies of
John-Michael Jones (Westfield) and Cara Hund
(Clark).
The artwork notes were supplied by the
children in the Westfield Y under the direction of
Kiwanis member Susan Morton. The
preschoolers colored outlined pictures of a
helmeted soldier and their teachers attached the
printed thank you notes. High School students
from the A.L. Johnson High School Key Club
hand wrote or typed letters of appreciation under
the urging of Key Club adviser Ellen Zamboni.
The adult clubs participated in the annual event
with Westfield club's Rev. Richard Burdett
designing and producing a collectible, colorful
card commemorating all branches of the armed
forces.

Clark President Cara Hund collected
handwritten notes from her membership and
thanked them all “for taking the time to once
again to remember the people who have helped
to keep America free.”
For more information about the Kiwanis Clubs
and their high school, middle school, or
elementary school clubs, contact Susan
Dougherty at 732-382-5367. Kiwanis is an
international organization that helps the world
one community, one child at a time.

(above) Over 600 heartfelt notes, letters, and
artwork were dropped off by the Kiwanis Clubs
of Greater Westfield and Clark to the veterans
who are residents of the NJ State Veterans
Home at Menlo Park, NJ.
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Pediatric Occupational Therapist
Susan Hero MS, OTR/L
www.susanhero.com
Providing: In Home Therapy and Teletherapy

(732) 259-5558
Local area resident

Language Tutor
Spanish / Italian / French
ESL / SAT / ACT
Specialising in Middle School & High School levels
Achieve A’s and A+’s and Highest Test Scores
Using proven, unique, and home-grown methods
of teaching language, ensuring perfection on all
homework,projects, and advanced test-taking!!!

Call William, Guillermo, Guglielmo, Guillaume

(908) 391-9251
for a Free consultation and references
Former teacher at The Adult School of the Chathams,
Madison and Florham Park.at Westfield High School

Stop your child’s suffering now!
Struggling students love and excel in class and
actually speak the language fluently with no accent, as a result.

LIGHTBRIDGE ACADEMY DONATES TO
WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD
Thank you to Lightbridge Academy for their of providing volunteer emergency services to our
donation of $500! All donations, big or small, are town. Follow Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
greatly appreciated and used to continue our goal on FaceBook.
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BEREAVEMENT
SEMINAR ON ZOOM
Submitted by Virginia Waters, PhD
and Patti Williams, RN
As we enter the darkest time of the year, we
offer a ray of light and welcome you to join the
Journey Toward Wholeness bereavement
seminar. The seminar, sponsored by the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford, grew out of a
spark from Dr. Bruce Williams who co-created
this program 20 years ago. Due to our respect for
keeping our participants safe, the program has
transitioned from in person to a ZOOM platform
which allows us to include participants from a
wider distance.
The co-leaders of the program Patti Williams,
RN, Certified Bereavement Counselor, and
Virginia Waters, PhD have both personal and
professional training and experience in the field
of grief and loss and are joined by a team of
trained facilitators who provide support and lead
breakout groups for individuals with like losses.
Follow the light to find comfort, support, tools,
and connection at our next seminar.
The seminar begins Sunday, January 10, 2021
for 6 consecutive weeks, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. Meet us on ZOOM, a meeting link will be
provided upon registration. Register by calling
Patti Williams at 908-709-1341.
We Welcome all who have experienced loss of
any kind, in the past or present. All faiths are
welcome. We also welcome all who have
previously attended this Seminar to return for a
refresher.

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003
358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ
www.reynolds-plumbing.net
Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Fully Insured

Free Estimates

Lic. #
13VH06601300

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

GARCIA PAINTING Co.
PAINTING & DECORATING
PAPER HUNG & POWER WASHING
RESIDENCIAL & COMERCIAL
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Northeast
Spine&
Wellness
Center

1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066
www.nespinecenter.com
Call 732-827-0800
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Over 40 years of experience

Call any time
908 233-7469

Member:
Professional
Painter’s
Association
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KONANTIQUES

WE BUY ANTIQUES
FREE HOUSE
CALLS
908-578-7593

We buy entire estates or single items and pay the
highest prices along with friendly, professional service.

Free on-site consultation at your home or business

Over 20
years of
Experience

info@konantiques.com
www.konantiques.com
Located in Summit

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA OFFERS
IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL FITNESS CLASSES
The COVID-19 pandemic has undeniably
changed the way we live, work and exercise. But
the fundamental benefits of exercise for physical
and emotional well-being remain the same. And,
they are even more important during these
challenging times.
The Westfield Area YMCA has always adapted
to the changing needs of the community and now
offers both in-person and virtual fitness classes

Florida bound? Give me a call!

Ronna Lower Realtor
Cell phone: 561-313-9628
Email: RONNALOWER@AOL.COM

12161 Ken Adams Way,
Suite 110HH
Wellington, FL 33414

www.homesellersmarket.com

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ
One Bedroom Apartments Available
from $1,350.
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed.
Conveniently located in residential area.

908.789.9198

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

(above) Westfield Area YMCA instructor
Natalie Adams leads a real-time Zoom
Kickboxing class.

with options to accommodate a wide range of
fitness needs and levels. Current class offerings
include: Ageless Grace, Barre, Body Sculpt,
Cardio Sculpt, Cycle & Strength, Dance Fitness,
Delay the Disease: Exercise to Fight Parkinson’s
Symptoms, HIIT, Kickboxing, Pilates, Project
Healthy Bones, R.I.P.P.E.D., Senior Fitness,
TRX/Sculpt, Yoga, and Zumba!
At the Y, the health and safety of participants
and staff is the #1 priority. All facilities and
programs meet or exceed state and CDC health
and safety guidelines including social distancing,
small group sizes, face coverings and temperature
checks. In-person fitness classes are available
inside the facility and outside, weather
permitting. Masks are worn at all times indoors,
and reservations are required for classes in order
to maintain social distance. Virtual classes do not
require ongoing registration — participants who
register once will receive weekly emails with
Zoom links to all classes. To learn more, contact
Greg
Hatzisavvas
at
ghatzisavvas@westfieldynj.org or 908-301YMCA (9622) x251.
The Y is the nation’s leading nonprofit
committed to strengthening communities through
youth development, healthy living and social
responsibility. Financial assistance for YMCA
programs and memberships is available for those
who qualify.
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OPTIMIST AND ROTARY CLUBS ANNUAL HOLIDAY FOOD DELIVERY PROJECT
Submitted by Darielle Walsh
On Saturday, December 19, members of the
Westfield Optimist Club and Rotary Club again
demonstrated their commitment to community
service by providing holiday food to Westfield
area families in need and several local food
pantries. Due to current health and safety
concerns and restrictions, food gift cards were
distributed to families instead of food baskets.
The Holiday Food delivery has been an annual

community service project for the Optimist Club
of Westfield for the past 30 years. This project is
made possible through the generosity and
funding from the Optimist Club and the Rotary
Club of Westfield and contributions from
members and friends.
The involvement of volunteers from both the
Optimist and Rotary organizations contribute to
the success of the annual project, which reflects
the goals of both organizations in helping those

in need and assisting members of our community.
The time and efforts of volunteers speaks
volumes about caring for the neediest among us.
This annual project is an illustration of what
Optimists and Rotarians do to help the
community.
For information about the Optimist Club of
Westfield, go to westfieldnj.com/optimist.
For information about the Rotary Club of
Westfield go to westfieldrotary.com.

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

au t
Electrical Lic. # 14616
& Plumbing w #8660

(above) Members of the Westfield Optimist Club and Rotary Club.

732-382-2272
AngeloCPAfirm.com
18 Brant Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066
• Individual and Business Tax Returns
• Full Service Accounting
• Estate and Inheritance Tax Returns
• Financial Planning

Serving the Public since 1984

Let us help you make
this year a great success!
WE DO MORE THAN APPROVE YOU FOR A MORTGAGE
We put you on the right road
to a strong financial future.
Meet with a financial professional
with 20 years of experience
to structure the right mortgage
to help you reach your financial goals.

LUIS J. MACALUSO
Principal/Branch Manager
NMLS #925848

Office: 908-280-2141

• No Appraisal costs for qualified properties
• Interest Rate Match Guarantee
• Transparent process from beginning to end
• Refinances/Home Improvement/Debt
Consolidation/Investments

Email:luis@mycommunityhomeloans.com

www.mycommunityhomeloans.com

COMMUNITY HOME LOANS - a division
of Innovative Mortgage Services Inc. Co.
NMLS #250769
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STUDENTS RECEIVE VIRTUAL VISIT TO EXPLORE CULTURE AND IDENTITY
Submitted by Mary Ann McGann
Author David Good recently paid a virtual visit
to a Humanities class at Westfield High School
to explore themes of culture and identity.
Good is the author of "The Way Around:
Finding My Mother and Myself Among the
Yanomami” and the son of an American
anthropologist and a tribeswoman from a distant

part of the Amazon. He spoke to the students
about his own self-discovery as he reunited with
his mother and her remote tribe in the Amazonian
jungle 20 years after she left New Jersey and the
family because she could not fully adapt to the
Western lifestyle.
“We are very fortunate to have established this
relationship with David Good. He has been a
visiting guest speaker for many years. Students
always find his story engaging and interesting,”
says K-12 Supervisor of Social Studies Andrea
Brennan. “David spoke eloquently to a group of
9th grade Humanities students about his lived
experience growing up as a product of two very
different cultures. David linked major course
themes to his personal story, and in doing so truly
brought history to life. Students could see how
struggling to develop a sense of self is a common
experience. A powerful part of David’s message
is the joy he experienced when he recognized his

authentic self and learned to celebrate, not hide,
his cultural roots.”
WHS Humanities teacher Kimberly Leegan
said that she hopes her students, after hearing
Good’s story, “will become inspired to not only
embrace all parts of their own identity but to
expand their cultural competency and learn all
they can about the indigenous peoples of our
world.”
“We love having David Good in to speak to
our class because while his story is certainly
unique - a man from New Jersey discovering his
Yanomami roots - it is also a universal one,” says
Leegan, who thanked the Westfield Education
Association for sponsoring Good’s virtual visit.
“His story reminds us of the power that comes
with discovering our identity and the common
humanity that binds us all.”
For more information on the author and his
journey, visit davidgoodamazon.com.

(above) Author David Good and his mother
travel to the United States to reunite with other
family members. Photo by Elius Kim

(above) Author David Good reunites with his mother in 2011
in the Yanomami village of Irokai-teri.
Photo by Hortensia Caballero-Arias

www.WestfieldHandyman.com

Westfield’s Best Handyman
• Cabinetry/Carpentry • Porch & Decks
• Plaster & Paint • Windows & Doors
• Moulding & Floors

Gerard Kelly

Craftsman Carpenter & Handyman

Cell: 908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net
LICENSED & INSURED

FREE Estimates
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ENVIRONMENTAL CLASS PAYS VIRTUAL VISIT TO SEA TURTLE HOSPITAL
Submitted by Mary Ann McGann
Westfield High School 11th and 12th graders
in Jennifer Sirman’s environmental science class
made a recent virtual field trip to a sea turtle
hospital in Florida as part of a classroom ecology
unit. Students were given a virtual tour, meeting
“Galapagos,” “Justice Ginsberg,” and other
rehabilitating sea turtles named, by hospital staff,
after places and people in history.
“The average lifespan of a sea turtle is 80-100
years old,” said Lindsay French, STEM
Education Coordinator at the Loggerhead
Marinelife Center in Juno Beach. “We have 100
sea turtles on average here each year.”
French said hospital staff treat loggerhead,
green, and leatherback sea turtles for a variety of
injuries caused by shark bites, fishing lines, boat

propellers, and other hazards. The center also
rescues and releases sea turtle hatchlings into the
ocean, who may have become disoriented by
nearby lighting, heading toward the lights rather
than the sea.
“In our ecology unit, we discussed ecosystems
and food chains/webs,” says Sirmans. “During
our introduction to environmental science, we
also touched on broad topics, including
biodegradability and pollution, and, as we
continue through the year, we will focus more on
these topics, specifically plastics during a unit on
waste.”
Sirmans says her students greatly enjoyed the
virtual field trip on November 24 and, as a class,
“adopted” a male loggerhead sea turtle named
Brady who is being treated for wounds and

internal injuries he suffered after becoming
entangled in a fishing line.
“I hope my students make the connection of
how damaging little things we do every day –
like using and throwing away plastic water
bottles, plastic bags, plastic utensils, and straws
– can be to sea turtles and other living
organisms,” says Sirman when asked what she
hopes her students take away from this
experience. “This could spark a change and
make them more conscious of their decisions to
use certain products over others.”

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

908-251-9441

Mrhandyman.com
License number: 13VH09897400

(above) 11th and 12th graders in Jennifer Sirman’s environmental science class “adopted” a sea
turtle named Brady after making a virtual field trip on November 24 to the Loggerhead
Marinelife Center in Juno Beach, Florida.

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/21.

Photo by Loggerhead Marine Life Center

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now!
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend
the life of your unit.

FREE
ESTIMATES

NO
OBLIGATION

0% Financing
Available

We are a full service installation and maintenance company.
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

Hi-efficiency heating equipment
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates.
NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.
SAVE THIS COUPON

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

$25 OFF

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE

May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.
With Coupon – No Expiration

Expires: 12/31/2020. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 ANY SERVICE CALL
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

$300 OFF
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Marketing
Toolbox
Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyperlocal to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS
We mail 135,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
21 towns. You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL COLOR PRINTING
We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$35 per thousand.

DIRECT MAIL
Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING
Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES
Start with an audit/analysis
of your website giving you a
report and recommendations
for $250.
It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE
• We create a webpage advertisement
• Free ad design and copywriting
• Get unlimited clicks
• Trackable results
• Paid search engine promotions
• Posts are shared through social media

ONLY

$1

PER
DAY

1 year contract
$365

Call Joe Renna

908-447-1295
See samples on our websites
and facebook pages.

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!
Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
info@ rennamedia.com

Adver
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r
21 tow all
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STUDENTS CELEBRATE TEACHERS THROUGH THE ARTS
Submitted by Mary Ann McGann
Whether teaching life lessons using quotes of
famous people, spreading Math cheer,
encouraging creative writing, or being a good
listener, teachers in Westfield Public Schools
were lauded by their students who used poetry,
essays, song, and art to thank the educators
during this time of COVID.
“The Parent Teacher Council (PTC) recently
asked students to submit a story, poem, or
drawing highlighting how their teachers have
gone above and beyond this year,” says Kristen
Sonnek-Schmelz, who with Christine Fernandez
and other PTC members spearheaded the
community initiative. “Our smiles grew bigger
and bigger as we read through the more than 80
entries from across all 10 schools. Each
submission reinforced how blessed we are to be
part of such an amazing teaching and learning
community.”
Two submissions from each school were
selected and were on display in downtown
Westfield’s storefront windows for the month of
December. The submissions were beautifully
mounted by Wilson mom and graphic designer
Tracey Edelstein.
“Mr. Latessa makes virtual learning fun,”
writes Jefferson School 5th grader Abigail
Drennan in her winning essay about her teacher,
David Latessa. “Learning through a computer
screen is hard, but Mr. Lattessa always shares his
energy through the screen.”
Roosevelt Intermediate School 6th grader
Molly McDermott reworked the wording of
“Twas the Night Before Christmas” to describe
the difficulties of learning a new school under
COVID rules and protocols. “As I met Mr.
Knight I knew there was nothing to dread, and
soon all my worries left my head,” she rhymes in
her poem about teacher Jeffrey Knight.

Westfield High School teacher Jeffrey
Robbins earned poetic praise from 11th grader
Steve Hess: “In times so bleak, where it all
reeks of gall, this hard worker has given it his
all. His passion to show, to help others know,
has made my respect for him grow. It must be
hard to teach through a screen, to endow youth
with knowledge in ways never seen.”
“She brightens our day as we play, opening
our minds and teaching us to be kind,” write 1st
grade twins Ahad and Wahid Aslam about their
Tamaques Elementary School teacher Linda
D’Onofrio. “Thank you for bringing us
through. Can’t wait to see you.”
“’Owl’ never forget you, Miss Cristiano!,”
kindergartner Daphne Giordano writes in
perfect lettering accompanying an intricately
colored picture of an owl.
Members of the PTC, along with the
individual school PTOs and PTSOs, “extended
a huge thank you” to the more than 80 students
who submitted “heartwarming stories and
drawings honoring their teachers” in the recent
Teacher Appreciation Contest.
“Our hearts are filled with the utmost

gratitude for the extra time and energy each and
every one of our teachers has shared to ensure
our children feel safe and excited to learn
despite this year’s challenges,” the PTC said in
a statement, encouraging members of the
community to take a moment to enjoy the
student work as they shop locally.

(above) McKinley School 2nd grader Cece
Lyons poses fwith her winning artwork showing
her teacher, Dana Passananti.
Photo by The Lyons Family

(above) Abigail Drennan, a 5th grader at
Jefferson Elementary School, praises teacher
David Latessa for making virtual learning fun.
Photo by Kelly Drennan

(above) Jefferson School 1st grader Lucas
Perlmutter and his teacher, Jamie DeNicola.
Photo by Jodi Perlmutter

“RINGING IN THE NEW YEAR” WITH THE WESTFIELD TOWN BELL
Submitted by Carol Goggi
The Westfield Historical Society held a raffle
fundraiser where the 1st prize winner would get
to ring the town bell 21 times to mark 2021 (and
say Goodbye to 2020) at midnight on New Year's
Eve. The Town Bell is located at the Reeve
House. The winner was Nicole Bresnahan. In
addition to the privilege of ringing in the New
Year and a new decade, Nicole also won a $100
Gift Certificate courtesy of Chez Catherine
Restaurant and a bottle of champagne.
The Westfield Town Bell originally hung in
the Prospect Street School from 1869 to 1921
where it also served as the town’s fire bell. The
bell rang at armistice and at the end of WW I.
From 1922-1985, it hung in the Madison
Avenue Presbyterian Chapel’s steeple and
subsequently became property of Presbyterian
Church which later donated it to the Westfield
Historical Society. During 1993-1994, it was
restored with funds raised by the Westfield
Historical Society, with the help of Jack R.
Panosh (Town Bellmaster), Ralph H. Jones
(Town Historian) and Richard Edge, of the

Westfield DPW, for the Westfield Bicentennial
in 1994. It was originally made by Vickers Sons
& Co. Limited, Sheffield (England) in 1869 of
cast steel.
For many years, the bell was displayed and
rung during the Westfield Memorial Day parade
and stored by the Westfield Historical Society. In
2019, a stone monument was erected by
Alexander McGrail for his Eagle Scout Award
project. The monument currently displays the
bell on the grounds of the Reeve House.
Recently, a roof and column structure was built
by the Society to protect the bell for future
generations to enjoy.
The Westfield Historical Society celebrated its
50th anniversary in 2018. Since 1968, the
501(c)(3) non-profit has worked to preserve,
interpret and encourage interest in history,
(above) Nicole Bresnahan, pictured with her
Westfield, and its residents through educational
daughter Abby, won the First Prize in the
efforts and community outreach programs.
For more information on the Westfield Westfield Historical Society’s “Ring in the New
Historical Society and their events, visit Year” fundraiser raffle and won the privilege to
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org;
follow
on ring the Westfield Town Bell 21 times on New
Year’s Eve.
Instagram and like on Facebook.
Photo by Westfield Historical Society
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SHOP FROM HOME
Visit our website:
MaranoSonsAuto.com
Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /
Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Buying

& Sellin
g Used C
ars & T
rucks Sin
ce 1955

Featuring Online Purchasing.
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles.
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only.
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations:

SUV & Trucks

Cars & Specialty Vehicles

507-13 South Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

150 South Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

908-789-1551

908-789-0555

Fax 908-789-2744

Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!
Like us on
Facebook!!!

Credit problems?
Call us to get you approved!

