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Loryn O'Brien 
Coldwell Banker East  

209 Central Ave 
Westfield, NJ 

lorynobrien118@gmail.com 
908-247-1136 

Office: 908-233-5555

DEDICATED 
TO RESULTS, 
A TRADITION 

OF TRUST 
Let Me Find 

Your Dream Home

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952 
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice 

. . . and everything in between, WE CAN HELP. 

ARNOLD’S 
PEST CONTROL 

Business license #90966A 

908-276-8062 
ArnoldsPestControl.com 

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

CALL 
TODAY!

CRANFORD RESIDENTS HONORED BY NJ VETERANS NETWORK
On Veterans Day the New Jersey Veterans Network hosted 

its first team awards ceremony at the Union VFW. Over 50 
contributors (team members) were honored during a 
ceremony that practiced social distancing protocol, including 
6 from Cranford: Joseph Montes, Cranford resident and 
owner of The Red Cadillac restaurant in Union; Joe O'Neill, 
owner of Benner's Auto Body in Cranford; Paul Carvalho, 
Cranford resident and owner of Paul’s Garage in Union; Tina 
Renna, Cranford resident and publisher of Cranford 
Monthly; Colonel Andrew Burns (Ret) Commander VFW 
Post 335; and Jay Boxwell, past Commander of VFW Post 
335 in Cranford. 

The New Jersey Veterans Network is a volunteer mobile 
outreach team that aggressively seeks out veterans and their 
families members in need.  

In the last few years the NVN has saved over a dozen 
lives, donated 20 cars, 400 business suits, and during covid 
the team provided over 3,000 meals and thousands of PPE 
items for disabled veterans and active servicemen. 

The Team is fully backed by the NJ VFW, NJ American 
Legion, NJ PBA, NJ FOP, NJ FMBA, multiple service 
groups, and several elected state officials.   

Former VFW State Commander Barbara Hagemann 
presented over 30 NJ VFW Award Commendations. 

NJVN President Michael Boll presented all the members 
in attendance with NJVN team plaques in recognition of their 
contributions. Each member also received proclamations 

from the New Jersey Senate and Assembly. 
Congressmen Tom Malinowski presented the Presidents 

Volunteer Service Award with a Gold Medal and a 
Congressional Commendation to the team's executive board 
including Michael Boll, Sara Abraham, Frank Schupp, Bob 
Johnsen, and Leo Graf. Frank Schupp was presented an 
American Flag that was flown over the Capital Building in 
his honor. Schupp is the mobile outreach program director. 
He was awarded for his outstanding work mentoring veterans 
during Covid and organizing an effort to feed over 3,000 
veterans. 
ABOUT NEW JERSEY VETERANS NETWORK 

We are a group of veterans and volunteers dedicated to 
helping our veterans and their families live better lives. Our 
team is raising awareness of our veterans needs by organizing 
public speaking engagements, meeting with business and 
political leaders across the state and sponsoring fundraising 
events. Our mission is to identify veterans and connect them 
with resources and programs designed to meet their unique 
set of needs. To ensure that every single one of our veterans, 
who have sacrificed so much for this great country, receives 
the resources that they require and deserve.  

If you are interested in joining our team, would like us to 
speak at your event, or contributing to our mission, call 973-
332-1556 or email mdbollio@optonline.net. To learn more 
visit njvn.org.

(continued on page 2)

(above) On Veterans Day the New Jersey Veterans Network hosted its first team awards ceremony at the Union VFW.  
Over 50 contributors were honored during a ceremony that practiced social distancing protocol.



Cranford Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,500 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every 
business and resident in Cranford. 

Although great care has been taken to ensure the 
information contained within is accurate, Renna Media 
assumes no liability for errors or omissions. 
© 2018 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
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Advertise in this  
newspaper 

Reserve space in the next issue.  
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586 
or email info@rennamedia.com

9,800 papers 
are printed  

monthly  
and mailed  

to every 
household  

and business  
in Cranford.  

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Non-Emergency Police ..........908-272-2222 
Non-Emergency Fire..............908-709-7360 
Non-Emergency First Aid......908-272-2222 
Administrator .........................908-709-7205 
Attorney .................................908-709-7200 
Building and Construction.....908-709-7213 
Clerk.......................................908-709-7210 
Court Administrator ...............908-709-7242 
Downtown Business & 
    Economic Development ....908-709-7208 
Library ...................................908-709-7272 
Engineer .................................908-709-7219 
Health Inspector.....................908-709-7225 
Judge ......................................908-709-7242 
Prosecutor ..............................908-709-7242 
Public Defender .....................908-709-7242 
Public Works..........................908-709-7217 
Recreation & Parks ................908-709-7283 
Recycling ...............................908-709-7217 
Registrar.................................908-709-7238 
Swim Pool..............................908-709-7260 
Tax Assessor...........................908-709-7211 
TV 35 .....................................908-709-3995 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Did you or someone you know accomplish 

something amazing? We are interested in 
hearing about your latest achievement 
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you 
have an event that you need help publicizing? 
Then send Cranford Monthly your news! 

Call: 908-858-4012 
Fax: 908-709-0530 

Email: editor@rennamedia.com

(above, left) Tina Renna, Renna Media, is the publisher of 21 community newspaper including the 
Cranford Monthly. Tina was honored for helping NJVN with community outreach, resulting in 
veterans reaching out to the organization for help, and for community members to get involved in 
helping them. 
(above, middle) Joseph Montes, owner of The Red Cadillac restaurant in Union, was honored for 
feeding veterans. He has provided food for veterans shelters and homes, and events. Monthly he 
welcomes veterans to his restaurant for NJVN program ‘Feed A Hero’ program. 
(above, right) Paul Carvalho, owner of Paul’s Garage in Union, has donated and repaired 
numerous cars for disabled veterans. Paul has also hosted a few fundraisers and charity events 
for the team.

(above, left) Jay Boxwell, past Commander of VFW Post 335 in Cranford, is a NJVN liaison for 
the NJ VFW. Jay has assisted with numerous charity events and functions. 
(above, middle) Colonel Andrew Burns (Ret) is the Commander VFW Post 335 in Cranford, Drew 
has assisted the team with numerous VA claims and speaks at ceremonies and other events. 
(above, right) Joe O'Neill, owner of Benner's Auto Body in Cranford, is a NJVN board member. He 
has donated over 16 new cars to disabled veterans and repaired many other cars for them. Joe has 
set also chaired many fundraising events and assists the team with races.

VETERANS NETWORK HONOREES (continued from page 1)
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ANNOUNCING THE NEW OFFICE OF DR. EDWARD SOMMA IN BERKELEY HEIGHTS 
“Providing exceptional comprehensive health care with unrivaled 
compassion and personalized attention for more than 2 decades”  

654 Springfield Ave Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922 

(908) 219-8800 • www.intuitivemedgroup.com

After graduating from medical school, Dr Somma served his internship in Internal 
Medicine at Trinitas Regional Medical Center. He then completed his residency in 
Internal Medicine at Seton Hall Post Graduate School of Medicine, where he was 
elected Chief Resident of Internal Medicine in his final year.   
 
Dr. Somma has been in practice in Union and Middlesex counties for over 20 years, 
with an emphasis on excellence and compassion for his patients.  He has served as 
the physician for the Elizabeth Fire Department, the Board of Health of Hillside and has 
served the Board of Education for Woodbridge NJ.  He was granted the Humanitarian 
of the Year Award by Trinitas Health Foundation in May 2014, for his dedication to the 
community and his outstanding service to the goals of the Foundation. 
 
Dr. Somma has special interests in various fields of Internal Medicine, including 
diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular diseases and arthritis/rheumatology. He has 
represented to major pharmaceutical companies, such as Schering-Plough and Pfizer, 
in a consulting and educational role for his peers.  Dr. Somma has been a clinical 
educator for Seton Hall’s Physician Assistant Program as an Associate Professor 
 of Medicine for their Internal Medicine program.  Edward Anthony Somma, MD 

Internal Medicine

CRANFORD KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS DONATES GOLF OUTING PROCEEDS
Submitted by John Doolan  

On Tuesday, October 20 at their General 
Meeting, the Cranford Knights of Columbus 
donated $5,000 to Cranford High School Student 
Maeve Boger O’Bryan and her family to help 
with the purchase of a therapy dog to manage her 
Type I Diabetes. The donation came from 
proceeds of the Council’s 2020 Annual Golf 
Outing.  

The Cranford Knights of Columbus is a 
Catholic Fraternal Organization dedicated to our 
Four Core Principles, Charity, Unity, Fraternity 
and Patriotism. The Cranford Council supports 
many charities and civic causes locally, state-
wide, and nationally and is committed to be a 
viable part of our Community.  

For information about joining the Council, 
please contact our Membership Chair Joe Kilroy 
at 908-578-4315 or visit the Council web site at 
cranfordknights.org. 

(above) Grand Knight Jim Feehan, presenting the check; Maeve; her parents, Gretchen and Tom; 
Brother Rich Pierce, who introduced our Council to Maeve and her cause; Golf Outing Chair and 

Past Grand Knight John Doolan; Deputy Grand Knight Jerry Conheeney; 
and Council Chaplain Monsignor Timothy Shugrue.

(908) 202-1702 CELL 
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE 
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX 
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE 
elizabeth.bataille@coldwellbankermoves.com

Elizabeth Bataille 
Sales Associate
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CRANFORD VFW “PARKS” 
ITS VETERANS DAY BREAKFAST

Submitted by Past Commander Jim D’Arcy 
Celebrating their annual Veterans Day 

Breakfast was a problem this year for Cranford 
VFW Post #335. The membership just did not 
want to be indoors with the Covid numbers 
increasing as they are. So, looking to keep the 
tradition alive and with the help of the 
weatherman, out into the parking lot of the Post 
Home went the celebration. 

It was a sparkling 70-degree Sunday morning 
as the Post Color Guard marched in to open the 
event to a proper Covid masked and spaced 
crowd at 11:00 a.m. on the 8th of November. In 
normal years this annual breakfast affair has 
drawn standing room only crowds in the Post 
hall. This year only danish and coffee fed the 
Vets, but the many speakers were there as usual, 
as State Senator Thomas Kean, Union County 
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski and Cranford 
Mayor Patrick Giblin all warmly addressed the 
Veterans under the fall colors of the surrounding 
foliage. Also in attendance was Cranford Police 
Chief Ryan Greco, Fire Chief Daniel Czeh and 
former Mayor and current Committeeman 
Thomas Hannen and former Mayor Barbara 
Bilger. 

The days featured speaker was Brigadier 
General Jonathan Moyer, currently the Deputy 

Commanding General of the 335th Signal 
Command in East Point, Georgia. Moyer talked 
about the history of Veterans Day, while detailing 
its roots in Armistice Day which marked the end 
of World War I, but also brought the veterans 
current on the state of affairs in our military 
today. General Moyer is a resident of Medford, 
NJ. 

While the crowd was smaller than usual, there 
still was quite a turnout of veterans representing 
almost 80 years of American conflicts. 
Representing World War II was Cranford’s own, 
98-year-old Peter Kline, a venerable D-Day 
medic who stood to a wonderful applause when 
called on. From the Korean War, post member 
and noted bomber pilot, 92-year-old Arthur 
Snyder was recognized as were many Viet Nam, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Gulf War Veterans. The 
veterans of Cranford have never let anything 
affect the comradery and good will that this 
annual event always fosters and this year’s 
“parking lot” celebration was certainly no 
different. 

The Cranford VFW Post #335 was named after 
Captain Newell Rodney Fiske, Cranford’s first 
casualty of World War I and has been in service 
to the veterans of the greater Cranford area since 
1920, over 100 years.

(above) World War II veteran Peter Klein, and 
General Jonathan Moyer.

Jeffrey Conrad, MLO NMLS#1319531  
cell: (908) 240-8830 fax: (732)963-2450  
jconrad@bluerockmortgage.com  
www.BlueRockMortgage.com 

475 County Road 520, Suite 102A, Marlboro, NJ 07746

“We work with over 25 different lenders. 
Quick service and personal attention.  

Refinance today and SAVE!!”
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CHS MADRIGALS TO HOST “CAROLING NIGHTS”
The Cranford High School Madrigal Choir 

will present a series of “Caroling Nights” outside 
under the music tents next to the auditorium at 
Cranford High School. On six evenings in 
December, the students will offer brief, half-hour 
performances featuring the Madrigals’ traditional 
carols and holiday songs. For more information, 
specific dates, and to register to attend one of the 
performances, visit cranfordmusic.org. 

A fixture in the community during the holiday 
season, the CHS Madrigal Choir normally 
presents more than twenty performances between 
Thanksgiving and the end of the calendar year. 
However, due to the pandemic and restrictions on 
indoor gatherings and singing, most of those 
performances will not take place. Determined to 
find a way to share their music with the 
community, the students have decided to bundle 
up and present holiday music outside. While 
other area school districts have been unable to 
engage students in normal rehearsals and 
performances, thanks to a great deal of planning, 
as well as donations from the Cranford Schools 
Friends of Performing Arts and the Cranford 

Fund for Educational Excellence, the music 
students at Cranford High School have been able 
to rehearse outdoors under canopy tents since the 
beginning of the school year. The protocols and 
precautions put in place allowed the Performing 
Arts Department to present a modified, live-
streamed version of the annual Opening Gala 
Concert in October, which is available to view 
online. The Madrigal Choir “Caroling Nights” 
will be another opportunity for the students to 
showcase their musical work and serve the 
community through music. 

Attendance at the Cranford High School 
Madrigal Choir’s “Caroling Nights” will be 
limited to a 50-person maximum. There is no fee 
for admission, but a free-will donation will be 
taken to benefit the Cranford High School Choral 
Program and Cranford Family Care. Patrons must 
register ahead of time at cranfordmusic.org where 
more information and guidelines can be found. 
Other inquiries can be directed to Anthony 
Rafaniello, Director of Choral Activities by 
calling 908-709-6312 or email  
rafaniello@cranfordschools.org.

CHS CHOIR INVITES ALUMNI TO PERFORM VIRTUAL HALLELUJAH CHORUS
In the midst of extremely challenging times, 

the Cranford High School Choral program adapts 
and continues to create musical art. The singing 
of the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s 
Messiah is a long-standing tradition at the CHS 
Winter Choral Concert. Normally, CHS Choir 
alumni are invited onstage to perform with the 
current students, providing a grand finale to the 
performance. While the pandemic will prevent an 
in-person concert from occurring, the CHS 
Concert Choir would still like to honor the 
tradition and invite alumni to submit videos to 

create a virtual choir of the Hallelujah Chorus. 
Any Cranford High School Choir alumni are 
invited to participate. Videos will need to be 
submitted by Friday, December 11. Detailed 
directions, accompaniment track, and sheet music 
are posted on cranfordmusic.org. The CHS 

Concert Choir hopes all choir alumni consider 
participating in the modified tradition, singing 
the Hallelujah Chorus. Contact Anthony 
Rafaniello,Director of Choral Activities, with 
any questions at rafaniello@cranfordschools.org 
or 908-709-6312.

All Major 
Credit Cards Accepted 

w y [ t

JACOBSON’S 
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
Elizabeth Tradition Since 1949

725 RAHWAY AVE - ELIZABETH 
908-354-8533 

www.jacobsondistributingcompany.com

FREE DELIVERY 
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;  
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm; 

Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR CRANFORD 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES 

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer.  
Minimum purchase of $399.00. must present this coupon  

at time of purchase. Offer Expires 12/10/20.

APPLIANCES • GAS GRILLS • MATRESSES 
Financing Available • Special Discounts 

50% OFF SALES TAX
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
TOYS FOR TOTS 

The Coronavirus Pandemic has affected 
countless businesses, families and resulted in 
millions of parent’s unemployed and in need of 
assistance. The Cranford Fire Department will be 
collecting toys for the Marine Corps Reserve 
Toys for Tots Program in hopes of offering toys 
to families in need. Drop-off will be different this 
year, as pandemic related restrictions will prevent 
people from entering Cranford Fire Headquarters. 

“The Cranford Fire Department is committed 
to giving back,” said Fire Chief Daniel Czeh. 
“We will not let this global pandemic prevent us 
from getting toys to as many children as possible. 
We ask that the community support our Toys for 
Tots initiative while following safety protocols to 
help us put smiles on the faces of less fortunate 
children and parents in need.” 

Toy drop-off at Fire Headquarters will be 
accepted on weekends only from Thanksgiving 
Weekend until the weekend before Christmas. A 
drop off bin will be located near the front door of 
Fire Headquarters at 7 Springfield Ave. All 
donated toys will be brought inside constantly 
during the drop-off dates by the duty shift. Even 
though the bin will be located outside, we still ask 
that face coverings be worn dropping off toys. 

All toys must be unwrapped. Used toys will 
not be accepted due to safety protocols. 
DROP OFF DATES ARE AS FOLLOW: 
11/27, 11/28, 11/29 – Drop-off: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
12/5 & 12/6 – Drop-off: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
12/12 &12/13 – Drop-off: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
12/19 & 12/20 – Drop-off: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

Toys will not be accepted after 12/20.

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations 
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease 
• Optos Retina Imaging 
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands 
• Comprehensive Eye Examinations 
• Contact Lens Examinations 
• Variety of Contact lenses 
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES:  
• Oxford 
• VSP 
• Aetna 
• Avesis 
• NVA 
• Block Vision  
• Davis Vision 
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield and many more.  
Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.

EYES ON YOU 
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours: 
Mon: 10am to 6pm 
Tues: 10am to 6pm 
Wed: Closed 
Thur: 10am to 6pm 
Fri: 10am to 6pm 
Sat: 9am to 2pm 
Sun: Closed 
Late appointments are  
    available by request.

Dr. M. Williams 
Optometric Physician 

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ 
732-388-3900 

rahwayeyedoctor.com

• Medicare 
• Medicaid 
• Qualcare 
• Superior Vision 
• United Health Care 
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ 
• Vision Benefits of America
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Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave.,Scotch Plains NJ 

www.njdentalcare.com

FREE EXAM, 
DIGITAL X-RAYS & 

CASE PRESENTATION 
(a $445 value) Not valid with other offers. Expires 6/31/21.

Extra-oral  
suction 
units  
catching  
aerosols  
at the  
source

UTILIZING ENHANCED SAFETY PROTOCOLS  
FOR YOUR FAMILY’S PROTECTION! 

✔ All staff & patients screened and temperatures taken 
✔ Reduced reception seating 
✔ Shielded reception desk 
✔ Personal protective equipment for the dental team 
✔ Intra-oral high speed suction systems 
✔ UV wands for surfaces and equipment 
✔ Operatories with HEPA and UV-C filtration 

Visit www.njdentalcare.com/covid 
For more information

USE THEM OR LOSE THEM… DENTAL BENEFITS DON’T CARRY OVER! 
Maximize your treatment with 2 years of insurance. Start now with your 2020 coverage and complete treatment 

with 2021 benefits! Don’t wait until December to start treatment. Call today and avoid the year-end rush. 

• Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing • u a r q

CRANFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY PLANNING AHEAD 
Submitted by Michael Maziekien, Library Director

At the Cranford Public Library, we share many 
of your concerns, questions, and frustrations with 
the circumstances surrounding us. As such, we 
field quite a few questions about our phased 
reopening plans, as well as those of other New 
Jersey libraries and industries. Each library is 
governed by its own trustees and administration, 
and reopening plans vary accordingly; while we 
work constantly to coordinate best practices and 
new standards of service among libraries, in the 
end, we must establish our own priorities to 
maintain the health of the community we serve. 
In developing our plans for restoration of 
services, we strive to center health and safety at 
all times. 

At this time, with cases rapidly rising, and 
numerous libraries around the state closing after 
publicly disclosing positive tests for the 
coronavirus, we do not have a date for the full 
restoration of access to the library building and 
services. We are as eager to return to normalcy as 
you - fielding, pulling, processing and bagging 

thousands of requests is a time consuming 
process, as is handling over two hundred new 
online registrations for Cranford students - but 
the safety of our patrons and staff remains our 
priority. We hope in the meantime you will take 
advantage of our “Grab and Go” service, our 
limited browsing hours, our mobile tablet/internet 
kits, our digital media collections and databases, 
our online events, and new services as they are 
implemented. We appreciate your patience, your 
feedback, and your comments, as we look 
forward to better days ahead. 
MORE TO COME... 

As always, I'll close with a reminder to visit 
our Online Resources page to access ebooks 
(through our eLibraryNJ and hoopla digital 
libraries), newspapers, and other digital 
databases, and stay tuned to the Cranford Public 
Library Facebook and Instagram pages for more 
library info. We hope you're staying safe, healthy 
and educated, and we look forward to seeing you 
soon.

CRANFORDOPOLY PRE-ORDERS
Cranford Woman’s Club continues to find 

innovative ways to fundraise during these 
unprecedented times. Their current fundraiser is 
called Cranfordopoly.  

Cranfordopoly has been a community effort to 
bring to market. Residents and business owners 
contributed by purchasing space on the game 
board. The game will look like a Monopoly board 
game but with many of our beloved Cranford 
businesses.  

The goal is to have the games available for 
distribution in mid December. However, a date 
can not be guaranteed due to the uncertainty 
around COVID-19.  

Cranfordopoly is sure to become a beautiful 
and sought after keepsake. Do not miss your 
opportunity to purchase one now. Once they sell 
out they will be gone forever.  

Please visit www.cranfordwc.com to pre-order 
yours today. 

@shopanthem shopanthemFollow us!

CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES, 
GIFTS + MORE

100 North Union Avenue 
Cranford, NJ

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE!OFF

Offer expires 12/31/20. Excludes sale items and S’well bottles.

www.anthemstylegift.com

10% 

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ

One Bedroom Apartments Available 
from $1,350. 

Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

908.789.9198 
Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

HOBBIE & HOBBIE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

EDWARD J. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

908-276-4777 
hobbieandhobbie.com 
fax: 908-709-1663 
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com 

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863 

Celebrating 40 years of service to Cranford

• Estate Administration 
• Will and Trusts 
• Elder Law 
• Real Estate

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 
We buy entire estates or single items and pay the 

highest prices along with friendly, professional service. 
Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com 
www.konantiques.com 

Located in Summit

Over 20 
years of 

Experience
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Over a hundred guests from around New 

Jersey and beyond joined together in the Owl’s 
Nest Casino at the Union County College 
Foundation’s Virtual Casino Night. This two-
night event held on October 29 and 30, raised 
nearly $150,000 in support of its mission to 
accelerate the pace of student success. 

Union County College student Antonio Mena, 
of Cranford, addressed the attendees on each 
night of the event. He expressed that, “Without 
your support, I would not be here today. I 
received multiple scholarships from the Union 
County College Foundation, thanks to donors 
like you. The financial relief from those 
scholarships has made my parents so grateful. I 
can now continue my education and follow my 

dreams.” 
The Virtual Casino Night took the place of the 

Foundation’s traditional Scholarship Gala, which 
is held annually each Fall. Thanks to the 
generosity and support of key community and 
business leaders over the last five years, the 
Foundation has had a generational impact on the 
Union County community by funding nearly $6 
million in direct scholarship and grant support 
and further the core mission of the College, to 
provide students with a high-quality and 
affordable education. 

For information about the Foundation’s annual 
events, please contact the Executive Director of 
the Foundation Doug Rouse at 
douglas.rouse@ucc.edu or (908) 709-7505.

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-342-5048 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/20.

ALL PIPES 
Plumbing 

Heating and 
Air Conditioning 

Master Plumber Lic. #12951 

Located in 
Cranford, NJ 

Joe Neglio 

908-499-9092 

Bonded & 
Insured 
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PATRICK AND AMANDA HOGAN AUTHOR CHILDREN’S BOOK
Cranford school alumni Patrick Hogan and 

wife Amanda Hogan wrote a children’s book 
titled Wrestling the Alphabet. The book, written 
for wrestling fans young and old, is the perfect 
introduction to the ABCs for future wrestlers. 
Each letter features a wrestling legend, for 
example J is for Jordan Burroughs and M is for 
Helen Maroulis.  

Hogan got his inspiration for the book after 
seeing an advertisement online. As he explains, 
“several months ago I came upon a Facebook ad 
for an ABC book for WWE wrestling. Although 
I'm not interested in WWE wrestling, I thought it 
was a cool idea and I began to search for 

children's books about wrestling. Although there 
were a few, there weren't any books about 
specific wrestlers or heros in the sport. It was 
then I knew that we had to make this book a 
reality.” 

Both big kids and adults alike can enjoy a dive 
into the achievements and styles of some of the 
most significant American wrestlers from history 
and today. The book is written at an upper 
elementary grade school level, but has dynamic 
and vivid images so it's perfect for kids of all 
ages. Also available are a coloring book and 
poster for sale. 

You can find the book at 
wrestlingthealphabet.com or on Instagram and 
Facebook at WrestlingtheAlphabet. 

A portion of all Wrestling the Alphabet sales 
will be donated to Beat the Streets NYC. There's 
also an option to purchase a book at half price to 
be donated to the kids at BTS. 

Pat Hogan wrestled in Cranford from 2nd 
grade through high school. He was a three time 
Region 3 Champion, two time District 11 
Champion and two time Union County 
Champion, and senior year went 32-0 and was 
the 171lbs NJ State Champion. He worked as a 
teacher and coach for several years, before 
moving into law enforcement and now a real 
estate agent for Corcoran in NYC. Amanda and 
Pat started dating in high school and she has been 
a teacher for 10 years.

(above) Husband and wife Patrick and Amanda 
Hogan wrote the illustrated children’s book 

Wrestling the Alphabet, an introduction to the 
ABCs for future wrestlers.
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Florist: 908-322-7691 • Landscaping: 908-322-6762

211 Union Ave 
@ Rt 22 East 

Scotch Plains

Serving The Community For Over 100 YearsOPEN UNTIL 9 pm: Nov 28, Until Dec 23 • Dec 24 until 2pm 
www.ponziosflorist.com

• CHRISTMAS TREES - Balsam Fraser and Douglas Fir  
• Handmade Grave Covers and Wreaths • Holiday decorations 

• CANDLES • Holiday floral arrangements  
• FIREWOOD and firewood accessories.

Like us on  
Facebook

CDC THEATRE AWARDED OUTSTANDING PRODUCTION OF A MUSICAL
a non-profit dedicated to honoring achievements 
by artists of all disciplines involved in the 
performance and production of community 
theatre in New Jersey 

Edgar Hildago was awarded Outstanding 

Director of a Musical, Cassandra Lindeblad was 
recognized as Outstanding Supporting Actress 
in a Musical, and the show was awarded 

Outstanding Production of a Musical with Liz 
Howard, Producer and Edgar Hidalgo, Director.

The NJACT 2020 Perry Awards were held 
virtually on October 25 and CDC Theatre in 
Cranford garnered three awards for its fall 
production of CHESS.  

The NJ Association of Community Theatres is 
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LUIS J. MACALUSO 
Principal/Branch Manager 
NMLS #925848 

Office: 908-280-2141 
Email:luis@mycommunityhomeloans.com 
www.mycommunityhomeloans.com

COMMUNITY HOME LOANS - a division  
of Innovative Mortgage Services Inc. Co.  
NMLS #250769

WE DO MORE THAN APPROVE YOU FOR A MORTGAGE 
We put you on the right road  
to a strong financial future. 

Meet with a financial professional  
with 20 years of experience  
to structure the right mortgage  
to help you reach your financial goals.

• No Appraisal costs for qualified properties 
• Interest Rate Match Guarantee 
• Transparent process from beginning to end 
• Refinances/Home Improvement/Debt  

Consolidation/Investments

• No Appraisal costs for qualified properties 
• Interest Rate Match Guarantee 
• Transparent process from beginning to end 
• Refinances/Home Improvement/Debt  

Consolidation/Investments

WHEELIE GOOD PIEROGI 
VISITS CRANFORD

On November 9th Wheelie Good Pierogi, 
located in Rahway, sold out during a pop-up 
event held in front of Sub-Ology in Cranford.

CONSIDER GIVING A UNIQUELY CRANFORD GIFT 
Submitted by Julie Carroll, Cranford Family Care Association

As we approach the holiday season, it’s 
traditional to look back on memories made in 
the year gone by and look forward to the new 
opportunities that the new year will bring. It’s an 
understatement to say that no one could have 
expected what 2020 was to bring. While it was 
difficult for all of us, it was particularly difficult 
for those who suffered illness, the loss of 
employment or worse, the loss of a loved one. 
Despite the difficult times, and a significant 
increase in the number of families needing 
assistance, there was still an outpouring of love 
and support that we couldn’t have anticipated in 
such a tough environment. Perhaps we should 
have. Cranford is truly a special town and one of 
the constants over the years has been the support 
of the Cranford community. This year was no 
different – in fact, the people of Cranford have 
stepped up their normal level of support to help 
those in need and we are very grateful. 

In this season of giving, please consider a 
uniquely Cranford gift – a donation to Cranford 
Family Care. Your donation will be used to help 
a Cranford family in crisis – whether it be 

financial support to pay bills such as rent or 
utilities, or simply food to feed families.  

As we reach the end of the year, please 
consider CFC as you make those last minute 
charitable donations, whether it is for tax 
deductions, or perhaps just want to “pay it 
forward”. Keep in mind, that since CFC is a 
501(c)(3) organization, many employers may 
match your contribution, increasing its impact.  
Donations can be delivered by hand or mail to 
Cranford Family Care Association at 61 Myrtle 
Street. While monetary donations help us to 
direct to where there is the greatest need, 
donations of food, supermarket gift cards or 
even gift cards from local Cranford restaurants 
are always appreciated (in addition to helping a 
family in need, you would also be helping a 
local Cranford business that has also suffered in 
this pandemic).  Please be sure to provide your 
contact information, including email, so that we 
know where to send your receipt. 

We wish all of you and your families the very 
best of the holiday season, and thank you once 
again!

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/20.

House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours 

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016 

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990 

“Family care for newborns through 100”
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549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford 
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

 
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE 

$300 OFF 
Expires: 12/31/2020. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0% Financing 
Available

FREE 
ESTIMATES

NO 
OBLIGATION

We are a full service installation and maintenance company. 
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER 
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS 
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS 
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

 $25 OFF 
ANY SERVICE CALL 
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance. 

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now! 
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion  
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend  
the life of your unit.

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

Hi-efficiency heating equipment  
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates. 

NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME! 
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

VFW TO HOLD PEARL HARBOR DAY SERVICES
On Monday, December 7th at 9:00 a.m., 

Cranford VFW Post #335 will hold an outdoor 
memorial service in remembrance of the attack 
on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 which 
ignited the beginning of WW II. 

The service is open to the public and will be 
held at the VFW Post Memorial Home at 479 
South Ave. E. in Cranford. The program will last 
approximately a half hour. In the event of 
inclement weather, the ceremony will be moved 

indoors at the Post. Proper Covid pandemic 
policies will be followed including mandatory 
masks and distancing.  

Featured at the service will be the VFW Color 
Guard, and a Navy bugler, as well as a taped 
recorded playing of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt’s famous “date which will live in 
infamy” radio address.  

For additional info, please call 
908-482-0132 or email jimdrc@verizon.net.

CRITICAL BLOOD DRIVE SET FOR DEC. 8TH
Cranford’s VFW Post #335 has announced it 

will be holding another very special blood drive, 
on Tuesday, December 8, 2020, from 2 – 8 p.m. 
at the Cranford Community Center, 220 Walnut 
Ave., in the gym. The ample size of the gym 
gives more than adequate spacing between 
donors as required under CCD guidelines. 

VFW Chairperson, Joseph DelGrippo 
stressed the need for Cranford residents to take 
part in this important township-wide event.  
“The current shortage is greater than we have 

seen in a long, long time. The pandemic seems 
to have put a hold on people donating and we 
can’t let that happen in Cranford. Please come 
out once again and do you part.” 

Please note that appointments are encouraged. 
Sign up online at: smarturl.it/NJBS_Drive.   

Use sponsor code 70780.  
You can also call or text Genevieve at  
732-672-5281.  
Remember to eat, drink and bring your donor 

ID Card, or regular photo ID with you.

WINTER WONDERLAND TOUR OF THE TOWN 2020
Cranford High School Project Graduation 

2021 is hosting a Winter Wonderland Tour of the 
Town on December 4 & 5, 2020. The drive-thru 
tour will feature themed displays, twinkling 
lights, and beautifully decorated homes. Lighted 
Scenes, caroling, holiday cheer & more! Follow 
your way through Cranford to get into the 

holiday spirit. 
Price is $25 per car which includes a map of 

participating homes, popcorn, two cups of hot 
cocoa, an entry for a prize raffle, and a letter 
from Santa. 

All tickets are pre-sale. For tickets, please 
visit tinyurl.com/CHSPG21WWRegistration. 

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

Lic. # 
13VH06601300

To pay, please use Venmo @CHSPG2021 or 
mail a check made payable to CHS PTSA 
Project Graduation to CHS, PTSA PG21, 
Winter Wonderland, 38 Roselle Ave., Cranford, 
NJ 07016. 

We will be collecting canned and boxed 
goods to donate to Cranford Family Care.
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DOWNTOWN CRANFORD COMMUNITY 

Submitted by Downtown Business & Economic Development

Though many things have changed in the past 
few months, one thing that’s remained constant 
is that people continue to seek out Cranford as 
where they want to open their new business.  A 
number of new businesses have opened their 
doors in Downtown Cranford recently and more 
will be opening in the next few weeks. 

These businesses have recently opened their 
doors and been welcomed with open arms to the 
Downtown Cranford community. 
Ani Ramen: ramen restaurant,  
109 Walnut Ave. • aniramen.com 
Heal & Glow: infrared spa,  
2 Eastman Street • healnglow.com 
Hickory & Hill General Store:  
home decor and gifts,  
21 North Ave. West • hickoryhillgeneralstore.com 
i bubble tea & cafe: bubble tea,  
109 Walnut Ave. 
Max & Luna: baby and kid boutique,  
10 Alden Street • maxlunashop.com 
Sapore di Italia: Italian restaurant,  
101 North Union Ave. • saporediitalia.net 
Tomasello Winery: NJ winery tasting room  
that also offers small bites,  
109 Walnut Ave. • tomasellowinery.com 

BOY SCOUT 
CHRISTMAS WREATH 
Cranford’s Boy Scout Troop 80 

will kick off its annual 
Christmas decoration fundraiser 
starting Friday, November 21th 

10AM – 3PM. 
Scouts will be outside of the 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
on the corner of N. Union and 

Springfield Avenues 

Every Saturday and Sunday 
til December 6th 

or until they run out of inventory.

Home delivery is available via email 
requests to 

troop80wreaths@aol.com. 
For more information visit 

www.troop80-bsa.com

Door Wreaths: Small $25 – Large $45 
Grave Blankets: Small $25 – Medium 

$35 - Large $45 
White Pine Roping: 72 foot $40

Woof Gang Bakery: pet supplies and grooming,  
4 South Union Ave. • woofgangbakery.com 
Yumpanadas:  
empanadas and Haitian cuisine restaurant,  
101 Miln Street • facebook.com/Yumpanadas 

 
As the Downtown Cranford office looks 

ahead, we also have additional businesses that 
are planning to open in the upcoming weeks.  
Agave: Mexican restaurant, 
117 N. Union Ave. 
Fettle Market: to-go market serving organic, 
gluten free and healthy food,  
34 North Avenue West • fettleandfare.com 
Papa Ganache: vegan bakery,  
106 North Union Ave. • papaganache.com 
 

Our thanks to these business owners for 
investing in Cranford.  

Visit downtowncranford.org to view 
information about these new businesses, as well 
as a full business directory for the downtown 
area.  

You can also follow Downtown Cranford on 
Facebook and Instagram to stay up-to-date on 
everything happening in Downtown Cranford.

(above) Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin assisted Owner Adriano Nery, wife Paula and son Davi 
cut the ribbon to Sapore Di Italia, formerly Emma’s.

We are here for you during the COVID-19 
pandemic with emergency appointments 

and 24 hour on-call service.

We speak Polish and Spanish 

908-925-8110 
CenterofDentalServices.com 
924 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036

Dr. Myung Hae Hyon DDS & Dr. Mrunal Patel DDS 

Dr. Lealon Robinson - Oral Surgeon - FREE Implant 

consultation 

GENERAL AND 
COSMETIC DENTIST

(above) Alex Zhang, owner of i bubble tea & 
cafe, wears his grand opening ribbon  

as a sash.
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(above) Management and staff of Ani Ramen with Mayor Patrick 
Giblin at Grand Opening ceremony.

(above) Owner Cori Ardenta cuts the ribbon of her baby and kid 
boutique Max & Luna. Manager Irena Sopranzetti is holding Max.

(above) Owner Erica Gomez cuts the ribbon to Heal and Glow 
she was joined by parents Otto and Linda and boyfriend Michael.

(above) Owner Kelli Paterno cuts the ribbon to Hickory & Hill 
General Store, assisted by mom Gail Paterno and Heather Cejovic.

(above) Owner Marissa Maranhao cuts ribbon to Yumpanadas, 
an empanadas and Haitian cuisine restaurant.

(above) Owners Michelle Hannen and Sherry Butrico, he mom, cut the 
ribbon opening Woof Gang, joined by husband Tom and son Thomas, 

and Mayor Giblin’s dog Chewie.

Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin presided over seven Grand Opening 
Ribbon Cutting ceremonies in the month of November. The businesses 
are some of the twelve new businesses opening up in the Cranford 
Downtown are.  

The events were coordinated by Caren Demyen, acting Director of the 

NOVEMBER HAD SEVEN RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONIES DOWNTOWN
city’s Downtown Business & Economic Development agency. 

The mayor was joined by Deputy Mayor Kathleen Miller Prunty and 
Township committee member Jean Maisonneuve, and Demyen, who 
welcomed the owners to the community. 

Visit downtowncranford.org for more info on downtown happenings.

Photos of these events can be found  
on the Cranford Monthly page on facebook.com. Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”
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Tina Renna 908-418-5586 
tinarenna@rennamedia.com 

 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com 
 

202 Walnut Avenue 
Cranford, NJ 07016 

info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise  in 1 or all  21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 

• Get unlimited clicks  
• Trackable results 
• Free ad design and copywriting 
• Paid search engine promotions 
• Posts are shared through social media

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 135,000 newspapers  
to evry home and business in  
21 towns, You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menues,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$35 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE
ONLY 

$1 
1 year contract 

$365

PER 
DAY

Call Joe Renna 
908-447-1295 
See samples on our websites  
and facebook pages.

Marketing 
Toolbox
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Full Service Online Marketing

Online Marketing Items 
• Website ads and Social Media Posts, Classified ads .....$20 per item 

- Special bulk price....................................Block of 20 items $100 
Including: Press releases / Classified Ads 
Web Page / Calendar Event / Monthly Banner ads 

Extra Boost: 
• Blast your online ad or press release to a targeted market: .....$100 
• National Press Release Distribution 

to 300 to 500 news outlets .......Budget choice from $300 to $500. 
 
Website / SEO services  
• Website Audit/Analysis and recommendation plan: ................$250 
• Website creation/update:.....................................................$2,400  

(Cost for average website: 12 pages,  
contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design) 

• Website Hosting: .....................................................$300 per year 
Includes website hosting, software updates,  
monthly website content updates 

• SEO Services: ..................average cost $1,000 - $2,000 per month 
Custom tailored solutions:  
Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

 
Video advertising 
Production: 

- Product placement $250 
- 30-second commercial $500 
- 3-minute spot $1,000 
- 30-minute show $1,500 
- 3-hour shoot - $2,000 

Call Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
Email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Howdy Partners! 
Online Marketing is like the Wild West  

Too many carpetbaggers are exploiting business owners, making empty promises that 
don’t materialize.  

Too many businesses are stuck in contracts with no return on investments, no way to 
check if the work is getting done, and needing to invest more to make things right.  

The following is a guide to Renna Media services and costs that you can compare to 
your present provider.  

I highly recommend doing an independent audit of your website! 
Contact Walter Watson at walter@www-online-enterprises.com 
He does a great job analysing and making recommendations. 
It is only $250 and can save you time, money and headaches. 

Thank you. - Joe Renna

Do not commit to a service  
unless you have a solid  
marketing plan and budget.   
Your plan should work on paper before you  
spend dime one. Don’t waste money just  
trying something. There is no magic bullet. 
Call Joe for a free consultation.

Peterstown 
Book 

ONLY $25!

776  
Over sized 

Pages 
 

Thousands  
of Photos 

 
Hundreds  
of Recipes

ORDER BY PHONE! 
OR ONLINE

FREE 
SHIPPING

By phone 908-418-5586 
On line at PeterstownNJ.com  
- Mail Check and form to: 

Renna Media 
202 Walnut Ave.,  
Cranford, NJ 07016  

- Email inquiries to: 
info@rennamedia.com

Cent’Anni 
The 100 year history  
  of an Italian-American  
    neighborhood

The 
PETERSTOWN 

Book

By Joe &Tina Renna

                             Number  of Books:_____  

Total check/charge amount _____________  

Credit Card: ___Visa ___MC ___Discover 

Credit card number ___________________  

Exp. date____/____( mm/yy ) Code______ 

Exact name as it appears on the credit card:  

Name ______________________________  

Billing Address _______________________  

___________________________________  
(If shipping address is different from billing please supply both.) 

Phone ______________________________  

Email_______________________________  

$25 + Sales Tax ($1.75 for NJ purchases only.) 
Buy 5 and get 1 FREE 
FREE Shipping
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SHOP FROM HOME 
Visit our website: 

MaranoSonsAuto.com 

Search over 135 vehicles 
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /  
Body type / Engine specs / etc. 
 
Featuring Online Purchasing. 
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles. 
 
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only. 
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations: 
 
 

Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Like us on 
Facebook!!!

Credit problems? 
Call us to get you approved!

SUV & Trucks 
507-13 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-1551 
Fax 908-789-2744

Cars & Specialty Vehicles 
150 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-0555 
Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!


