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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS RECEIVE ACADEMIC RECOGNITIONS
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(above, l-r) Senior Grace Endy, a 2021
National Merit Semifinalist and 11th grader
Conor Daly who received a perfect score on the
Math subject test of the August 29 SAT.

(above, l-r) Westfield High School seniors
Samantha Salz and Maxwell Scialabba are
2021 National Merit Semifinalists.

(above) Senior Mira Mehta
earned the Academic All
American Award from the
National Speech and Debate
Association.

(above) 11th grader Lillian
Qin earned a perfect score on
the Biology-M and Chemistry
subject tests of the August 29
SAT.
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Submitted by Mary Ann McGann
Westfield High School students continue to be recognized for
academic excellence in a number of different areas. The district recently
CALL US!
announced seniors Grace Endy, Samantha Salz, and Maxwell Scialabba
ARNOLD’S as National Merit Semifinalists, as well as nine 12th graders recognized
for their exceptional academic promise as Commended Students in the
PEST
2021 National Merit Scholarship Program: Kyle Azzaretto, Karan
CONTROL
Chulliparambil, Olivia Ebel, Jonathan Keenan, Mira Mehta, Sophia
Business license #90966A
Nazzaro,
Aprina Wang, Benjamin Zakharenko, and Kailey Zhao.
Complete Termite &
Pest Control Since 1952
Additionally, Westfield High School senior Mira Mehta recently
From rats to bats,
earned the Academic All American Award from the National Speech
skunks to racoons,
and Debate Association. Fewer than 1% of the more than 141,000
and squirrels to mice
student members of the association earn this prestigious award every
. . . and everything
in between,
year. The award recognizes academic rigor, competitive speech and
WE CAN HELP.
debate success, and personal excellence.
908-276-8062 Westfield High School students also performed well on the August
ArnoldsPestControl.com 29 SAT, earning perfect scores in the following subject areas:
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ • Conor Daly, 11th grade – Math
• Vijay Sreenivasan, 11th grade - Math
CALL
• Justin Shen, 12th grade – Math Level 2
TODAY!
• Lillian Qin, 11th grade – Biology-M and Chemistry

(above) Westfield High School 11th grader
Vijay Sreenivasan (left) earned a perfect score
on the August 29 SAT on the math subject test
and 12th grader Justin Shen received a perfect
score on the Math Level 2 subject test.

• SERVICE • COMFORT • PEACE OF MIND •

QUALITY HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES SINCE 1981
CALL TODAY

732-329-3784

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.carranoair.com

FALL SPECIAL!

FURNANCE
TUNE-UP

$49

We Service All Makes & Models

Plus any part and labor
if repairs needed.
Not to be combined
with any other offers.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 0% DOWN , INTEREST FREE FINANCING, CALL FOR DETAILS

License Number: 19HC00350900
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Westfield Monthly is published by Renna
Media. 11,800 newspapers are printed monthly
and mailed to every business and resident in
Westfield.
Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
© 2020 Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media LLC.

To submit content
Email: editor@rennamedia.com
Call: 908-418-5586
website: rennamedia.com

Westfield Monthly
is online at
www.rennamedia.com
like us on
facebook.com
/WestfieldMonthly

WSL EXPRESSES GRATITUDE FOR GRANT
FROM THE WESTFIELD FOUNDATION

On behalf of the Westfield Service League, we
wish to publicly thank the Westfield Foundation
for funding our roof grant request earlier this
year. We were honored and thrilled that the
Foundation selected our project, especially
during these fiscally challenging times when
there is such a tremendous community need.
Without a stable roof, our shops could not open
and we could not fulfill our mission to the
community. The grant amount allowed for our
entire roof replacement and ensures the safety of
our house and business for many years to come.
The Westfield Service League offers a three-

fold service opportunity to the community:
discounted merchandise for our shoppers, grants
for local non-profit organizations, and a volunteer
opportunity for residents in and around Westfield.
We determined our roof was in dire need of
repair.
Thank you for allowing us to continue to give
back to our Westfield and Union County
agencies.
Thank you for all you do for our community!
With gratitude,
Linda Heroux and Rosann LiVolsi
WSL, Co-Presidents

CASA TO CELEBRATE WESTFIELD UNITED FUND

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)
of Union County, the nonprofit that serves as
extra eyes and ears for judges in family court
cases involving abused, neglected and abandoned
children removed from home and placed in foster
care, will hold their annual Foster the Dream
Gala on Saturday, Nov. 14.
This year’s event – the single-largest
fundraiser responsible for the lion’s share of the
organization’s funding – has gone virtual due to
Covid-19. Traditionally an affair with cocktail
attire, dinner, dancing, and live and silent
auctions, this year’s gala will be special in its own
right, and all are invited to attend from the
comfort of their own couch. Plans include
surprise celebrity appearances, auction items,

award presentations, a former Union County
foster youth sharing her story, and more.
This year’s Honorable Jo-Anne B. Spatola
Dream-Maker Award will go to Westfield United
Fund, a grassroots organization fueled, like
CASA, by volunteers. For more than 80 years its
focus has been helping vulnerable neighbors as
well as small-but-mighty nonprofits working in
the trenches. Thanks to Westfield United Fund
and other longtime supporters, CASA of Union
County’s growth continues, with expanded
trainings and implementation of a model that
vastly increased the number of youth served
without impacting staff size.
For details on how to attend and to participate
virtually, log on to www.fosterthedream.org.
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231 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,750,000

3 Hiawatha Drive, Westfield
Offered at $1,995,000
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950 Minisink Way, Westfield
Offered at $1,950,000

945 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,575,000

10 Hawthorn Drive, Westfield
Offered at $1,495,000

110 Wychwood Road, Westfield

404 Tillinghast Turn, Scotch Plains

Offered at $1,395,000

Offered at $1,345,000

880 Winyah Avenue, Westfield

184 Harrow Road, Westfield
Offered at $1,299,900

140 Brightwood Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $1,145,000

256 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $998,000

411 Everson Place, Westfield
Offered at $650,000

702 Garfield Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $619,000

Offered at $1,299,900

1 Egan Court, Mountainside
Offered at $995,000

853 Tice Place, Westfield
Offered at $829,990

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Cell: 908-787-5990
For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi | twitter @homeswestfield

209 Central Ave., Westﬁeld
Oﬃce: 908-233-5555

©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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ROTARY CLUB OF WESTFIELD AWARDS PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS
Submitted by Dr. D. Michael Hart
The Rotary Club of Westfield honored two
club members at their first in-person meeting
since March at the Deutscher Club in Clark on
September 24. Rotarians Burim Regjaj and Joe
Mindak were each awarded with a Paul Harris
Fellow in recognition of exemplifying Rotary’s
motto of “Service above Self.” Burim recently
joined Rotary and has already jumped in by
heading up Westfield Rotary’s service project
helping the homeless vets at Community Hope
Shelter at Lyons VA. Burim is owner of Outta
Hand Pizza on South Avenue and offers a free
slice and drink to any vet who visits the pizza
shop. Since the beginning of the pandemic Burim
has been busy preparing and delivering meals to

(above) Paul Harris Fellow award recipients
Joe Mindak and Burim Regjaj pictured
with his daughter

frontline workers at Overlook Hospital and area
hospitals and medical facilities. He was also
instrumental in delivering meals to area families
who relied on Rotary for assistance during the
quarantine.
Burim came to the US in 1992 after escaping
the war in former Yugoslavia and considers
himself lucky to be an example of the “American
success story.” According to Burim, “Only in
America can a foreigner with learning disabilities
be accepted as an equal in their community, given
the chance and the help necessary to become a
productive member of society.”
Joe Mindak has been a Rotarian since 2010,
joining Rotary in Hoboken where he used to live
and serving two times as president of the
Hoboken club. Joe joined the Westfield Rotary
club when he and his family moved here in 2017.
Joe considers that his biggest accomplishment as
a Rotarian happened during his 2nd year as club
president of Hoboken Rotary when they took on
the challenge of redeveloping a broken down
American Legion Hall. Under his leadership,
they were able to raise $1 million and persuade
the city to donate land to build what is now a
brand new American Legion with 6 units of
housing for homeless veterans. “This is the first
of its kind for the American Legion in the
country,” says Joe. “My goal is to take this model
out to other Rotary clubs so we can help those
who have served our country and provide them
with housing.”

In the Westfield Club, Joe serves on the board
of directors and oversees publicity for the club.
Last year he launched the club’s first sponsorship
program and is also responsible for launching the
Annual Art Auction fundraiser for the club. His
latest fundraising program, painted pallets of
American flags, peace signs, and motivational
messaging has raised over $6,500 for Westfield
Rotary and over $14,000 for the local businesses
in Westfield, which provided financial assistance
during the quarantine.
Paul Harris founded Rotary in 1905 with the
idea to create a network of local business people
to support each other’s business while also
providing service to the community. Today
Rotary is a worldwide service organization with
over 1.2 million members. “To receive a Paul
Harris is a great honor for a Rotarian,” says club
president Liz Ensslin. “Both Burim and Joe have
made great contributions to our club in the short
time they have been members. They both
exemplify what being a Rotarian is all about caring for others, their community and a
commitment to improving the world in which we
live. They are most deserving of being
recognized for all they do for our club and greater
community.”
To learn more about Westfield Rotary, please
visit westfieldrotary.com and visit us on
Facebook at Rotary Club of Westfield, NJ. If you
are interested in joining Rotary, please email
membership from our website.
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Announcing

Edward Anthony Somma, MD
Internal Medicine

New Office in Berkeley Heights
Please join us at ou
r

Open House and
Patient Health Fair
Rain or shine!

N o vem ber 14, 2
020
10 am - 2 pm

• Meet our doct
ors
• Blood pressure
checks
• Glucose monito
ring
• COVID-19 test
s
• Activities for
children
• Light refreshm
ents and more!

654 Springfield
Avenue
Berkeley Heigh
ts, NJ
**

We will be practicin
g all social distancin
g guidelines**

After graduating from medical school, Dr Somma served his internship in Internal Medicine at Trinitas Regional
Medical Center. He then completed his residency in Internal Medicine at Seton Hall Post Graduate School of Medicine,
where he was elected Chief Resident of Internal Medicine in his final year.
Dr. Somma has been in practice in Union and Middlesex counties for over 20 years, with an emphasis on excellence
and compassion for his patients. He has served as the physician for the Elizabeth Fire Department, the Board of
Health of Hillside and has served the Board of Education for Woodbridge NJ. He was granted the Humanitarian of the
Year Award by Trinitas Health Foundation in May 2014, for his dedication to the community and his outstanding
service to the goals of the Foundation.
Dr. Somma has special interests in various fields of Internal Medicine, including diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular
diseases and arthritis/rheumatology. He has represented to major pharmaceutical companies, such as ScheringPlough and Pfizer, in a consulting and educational role for his peers. Dr. Somma has been a clinical educator for
Seton Hall’s Physician Assistant Program and is an Associate Professor of Medicine for their Internal Medicine
program.

“Providing exceptional comprehensive health care with unrivaled compassion and personalized
attention for more than 2 decades”

654 Springfield Ave Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
(908) 219-8800

www.intutitivemedgroup.com
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WESTFIELD SENIOR CITIZENS HOUSING WELCOMES WESTFIELD POLICE

Submitted by Carezza Motley
The Westfield Police Department’s newlyestablished Juvenile/Community Policing
Bureau, operating under the direction of
Detective Sergeant Lauren Maloney, has
commenced its “Coffee with the Cops” tour at
Westfield Senior Housing. Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing was delighted to welcome the
Westfield Police Department to engage with our
seniors in a socially distanced setting. The
Westfield Police officers brought coffee, donuts
and a variety of safety items.
The Westfield Police Department’s
Juvenile/Community Policing Bureau was
established by Chief Christopher Battiloro on
August 1, 2020. It seeks to focus its efforts on
ensuring the safety and well-being of not just
juveniles, but all of Westfield’s most vulnerable

populations – to include senior citizens and
those with special needs. It also endeavors to
build strong working relationships and
partnerships with all segments of the Westfield
community.
Elizabeth Fennik, Executive Director of
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing, was pleased
that this event was a success. “Our organization
was happy that the Westfield Police were finally
able to visit us this Fall. This event at our
location was a joint effort of the Westfield
Police Department, Lifelong Westfield (the
Mayor’s Seniors Advisory Council), and
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing. It was a
wonderful opportunity for our seniors to have a
‘meet and greet’ with the officers and receive
valuable information in regards to their safety.”
Brad Chananie from Lifelong Westfield said,

“Our Council looks forward to assisting the
WPD in any way that we can.”
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing, located at
1133 Boynton Avenue, Westfield, NJ, was
planned and built by the Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing Corporation (non-profit). The
facility was under discussion and planned for
over ten years, and evolved from efforts by
several Westfield churches and a series of study
committees appointed by and reporting to
Mayors of the Town. Construction of the 172
unit complex commenced in September of
1976.
Second Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
opened in October 1995 and was developed
under the Westfield Senior Citizens Urban
Renewal Partnership. It is comprised of 131
rental units.

(above, l-r) Elizabeth Fennik, Exec. Dir. WSCHC; Det. Elizabeth Savnik; Chief Christopher Battiloro; Officer Tiffany Kenny;
Officer Ricardo Johnson; Det. Sgt. Lauren Maloney; Brad Chananie, Lifelong Westfield.
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Pediatric Occupational Therapist
Susan Hero MS, OTR/L
www.susanhero.com

Providing: In Home Therapy and Teletherapy

(732) 259-5558
Local area resident

WE BUY ANTIQUES
FREE HOUSE
KONANTIQUES

CALLS
908-578-7593

We buy entire estates or single items and pay the
highest prices along with friendly, professional service.

info@konantiques.com
www.konantiques.com

Free on-site consultation at your home or business

Over 20
years of
Experience

Located in Summit

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ

One Bedroom Apartments Available
from $1,350.
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed.
Conveniently located in residential area.

908.789.9198

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

THANK TEACHERS WITH LAWN SIGNS
Submitted by Tamra Feldman
The Westfield Education Fund (WEF), a nonprofit that aims to be a driver for innovation in
the Westfield Public Schools, is encouraging
families to display lawn signs as a public thank
you to teachers and students for being true heroes
in this challenging year. With timing anchored
around Thanksgiving, the WEF is hoping to
spread a positive sentiment throughout the
community at a trying time.
“We see the incredible energy and dedication
teachers are committing to make this challenging
year an effective one, and wanted to find a way
to publicly recognize these efforts,” said Nicole
Breslow, President of the WEF. “We see it as a
double win to have created a vehicle to allow the
community to applaud teachers while
simultaneously giving back to our schools. It will
be so touching and meaningful to see this
common sentiment of thanks spread throughout
our town.”

Signs are two-sided: “THANKFUL for our
teachers!” on one side and “Support our
Westfield Schools” on the other. Local mom and
Westfield resident Tracey Edelstein designed the
signs. Signs are $30 each. All proceeds fund
innovation for the schools. Signs are available for
purchase at: westfieldedfund.org/lawn-signs.
With the proceeds from the sale of these signs,
the WEF will fund grants to strengthen and enrich
students’ academic experience. For instance,
during 2020-2021, WEF is funding nearly
$40,000 to sponsor the Racial Literacy Initiative,
impacting all schools in the district. In 20192020, WEF funded improvements to the design
and engineering classrooms at each of the
intermediate schools. Historically, a significant
portion of grant making has focused on funding
various technology tools to integrate into
instruction. Schools across the district have
received Makerspace materials, Chromebooks,
iPads, computers, printers, interactive projectors,
document cameras, and camcorders to support
student learning, all funded by WEF.
ABOUT WESTFIELD EDUCATION FUND (WEF)
WEF is run by a Board of Directors comprised
of Westfield parent volunteers and was
established in 1991 by community members, in
partnership with the school district and Board of
Education. It supports innovative projects that
strengthen and enrich students’ academic
experience but fall beyond the school district
budget. Visit westfieldedfund.org to learn more
about the WEF and its mission “to promote a
culture of innovation and enrich students’
academic and social emotional learning”. WEF
is a non-profit and relies completely on donations
from the community to fund such initiatives.
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MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372
CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
1-800-650-0968

Family
Owned &
Operated For
16 Years

Save $900

• All Work Guaranteed
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• 20% Senior Discount
• Major Credit Cards
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

CHIMNEYS

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 11/30/20.

SIDING
ROOFING

You Home Improvement Connection

MASONRY
GUTTERS

STEPS

November Specials
FOUNDATIONS

CHIMNEY LINER $1300
Why Should I Use A Chimney Lining System?
• Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles
• Protect the masonry from
the corrosive by products
of combustion
• Provide a correctly sized flue
for optimum efficiency
Easy & Effective
Cleaning
of appliance

100 feet of
Fire
Safety

Long Term
Preservation

Improved
Performance

GUTTER COVERS

ONLY
$999
With this ad.
Cannot be combined
with any other offer.
Expires:
November 30, 2020

FOUNDATION
• NEW
FUNDATIONS
• REPAIRS
• WATERPROOFING

MASONRY

• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK & BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

ROOFING

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

CHIMNEY

• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

GUTTERS

• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

Carbon Monoxide
is invisible,
odorless,
and can kill you!

$400
OFF
ANY FOUNDATION JOB
OF $2000 OR MORE
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 11/30/20.

Save
$900
ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 11/30/20.

$79.99
GUTTERS CLEANING
(Any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 11/30/20.

$150 OFF
of $500 or more

ANY ROOF REPAIR
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 11/30/20.

$200 OFF
of $800 or more

ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 11/30/20.
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COLLEGE WOMAN’S CLUB OF WESTFIELD AWARDS 2020 SCHOLARSHIPS
Submitted by Ingrid McKinley
The College Woman’s Club of Westfield
awarded $40,000 in Scholarships at its Annual
Meeting via a live teleconference event. The
awards were presented to six young women from
Westfield to help them pursue their college
education. The recipients were selected based on
academic achievement, community service, and
financial need.
THE CLASS OF 2020 RECIPIENTS:
Annabella Cerria received both the Past
Presidents’ Scholarship and a College Woman’s
Club Scholarship totaling $8,000. Ms. Ceria
plans on studying Classics or Political Science at
The University of St. Andrews, in St. Andrews,
Scotland.
Emily Ensslin received the College Woman’s
Club Scholarship for $11,000. Ms. Ensslin will
attend Northeastern University in Boston to study
nursing.
Emma Karp received the College Woman’s
Club Scholarship for $11,000. Ms. Karp plans to
study entrepreneurship at Indiana University in
Bloomington, Indiana.
Theresa Lizzo received both the Eva Wiley
Scholarship and the College Woman’s Club of
Westfield Scholarship totaling $5,000. Ms. Lizzo
will major in Speech Pathology/Communications
Sciences and Disorders at George Washington
University in Washington, DC.
Remi Shendell received the Freshman Grant in
Memory of Katherine Jaruzelski for $2,000. Ms.
Shendell plans to major in Biology and will be
attending Emory University in Atlanta, GA.
Julia Singer received the Freshman Grant in
Memory of Jane Orto for $3,000. Ms. Singer will
be attending Villanova University in Philadelphia
in the fall.
The College Woman’s Club of Westfield has
awarded over $1M in scholarships since 1995.
The CWC is proud to acknowledge this
outstanding group of young women as well as our
past recipients. Applications for the scholarship
are available through the Westfield High School
guidance department in February of each year
and are evaluated by a committee of CWC
members each spring. Funds for the scholarships
come from community donations, membership
dues, interest on investments and legacies from
our members.
Pictures from the Scholarship teleconference
event, as well as more information about who we
are and what we do, is available on our website,
cwclubwestfield.org, or our Facebook page,
College Woman's Club of Westfield. Feel free to
contact the College Woman’s Club directly by
email at: cwc.westfield@gmail.com.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
MOUNTAINSIDE

Private Entrance • Bedroom & Full Bath
For Business Person
$700 Per Month, Utilities Included
Security Deposit Required

908-358-2021
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HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR MEETS LMA STUDENTS
Submitted by Eugene Bell
Holocaust survivor Peter Stein recently met
with the students and faculty of Westfield’s
Lamberts Mill Academy (LMA) to share his
experiences about living through the Holocaust.
Mr. Stein spoke of his struggles and loss of
family growing up as a young boy in German
occupied Czechoslovakia. As he told his story
the students were captivated by his
recollections. He was born to parents of a mixed
marriage – his father Jewish and his mother
Catholic. As the terror grew, he identified with
his mother to find some level of protection.
Frequently his father was taken to do hard labor
at Terezin without any notice. Most of his
father’s family were murdered there during the
war.
He shared his fear on the days that Germany
moved in to occupy – how their country and his
life went from carefree to fearful. His childhood
images were filled with the sight of soldiers and

GRAND OPENING!

Formerly Emma’s Brick Oven Pizza

Brick Oven Pizza
Italian Cuisine
908-325-6729
101 N. Union Ave
Cranford, NJ

saporedi.italia
www.saporediitalia.net

equipment constantly moving around the city.
He told of the affirmations he was meant to give
every day at school to Adolph Hitler and the
propaganda rallies they had to attend on a
weekly basis to boost German morale. He spoke
of the class bully who targeted him by calling
him a dirty Jew and his fear that this might
reveal his true background.
Mr. Stein also spoke of hope as he talked
about the spirit of his people and their
aspirations for a better future. He also
highlighted other parts of his childhood – his
meals with his Catholic grandparents where
food was plentiful while at home there was
rationing and a struggle to have enough to eat.
He also told of the times that they secretly
listened to the BBC on Sunday nights despite the
German’s radio jamming. He said this always
gave them hope as the Allies moved closer.
After his presentation, several students and
faculty asked questions. These ranged from his

levels of fear, what it was like to survive a
bombing, and if he still believed in God. He
noted that he was among the lucky as he and his
mother were able to immigrate to the US after
the war and establish a life in a free country. He
emphasized several times how lucky we are to
live in the US where we are free. Two students
told Mr. Stein he was a hero for living through
the terror and sharing his feelings with young
people.
The assembly was part of the school’s history
program that brings history to life for its
students. Lamberts Mill Academy is one of five
special needs schools sponsored by the Union
County Educational Services Commission, a
public-school district headquartered in
Westfield, NJ, to serve the needs of students in
Union County and nearby towns.
Further details about LMA or the other
schools may be gathered by calling their offices
at 908-233-9317.
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SHOP FROM HOME
Visit our website:
MaranoSonsAuto.com
Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /
Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Buying
& Sellin
g Used C
ars & T
rucks Sin
ce 1955

Featuring Online Purchasing.
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles.
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only.
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations:

SUV & Trucks

Cars & Specialty Vehicles

507-13 South Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

150 South Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

908-789-1551

908-789-0555

Fax 908-789-2744

Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!
Like us on
Facebook!!!

Credit problems?
Call us to get you approved!
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VISION LOSS ALLIANCE
OFFERS FREE VIRTUAL PROGRAMS

Vision Loss Alliance of New Jersey will be
able to offer FREE virtual wellness classes, peer
support groups and technology-focused offerings
over Zoom thanks to a grant from the Grotta
Fund for Senior Care. Anyone who has low
vision in New Jersey, as well as out-of-state
residents, can participate.
VLANJ offers virtual classes in managing
grocery shopping, yoga, Zen, meditation and
mindfulness. Additionally, their tech talk classes
help people understand their tech devices and
how to use them to connect to online events. The
classes have been a hit, helping people with
vision loss stay active, learn skills and connect
socially.
Vision Loss Alliance of New Jersey is a
nonprofit organization serving people who are
blind or have low vision. Through the group’s

programs, participants learn skills that allow
them to manage their lives, and create a
welcoming community in which they feel safe
and supported.
The Grotta Fund provides its grantees with
opportunities for technical assistance, learning,
and networking with other non-profits. In turn,
grantees are encouraged to promote the results of
their grant, leverage funding, and sustain
programs which have been funded by Grotta. The
fund is administered through the Jewish
Community Foundation of Greater MetroWest
NJ.
Register
for
Classes
visit
To
https://www.vlanj.org/programs/
The post Vision Loss Alliance's Virtual Classes
Get a Boost from Grotta Fund first appeared on
Morris County, NJ.
• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

au t
Electrical Lic. # 14616
& Plumbing w #8660

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com

908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

NEW! DOUBLE-STACKED DRYERS
SAVE YOU TIME AND MONEY!

Garwood Laundromat is thrilled to announce the installation
of 28 new double-stacked dryers. Thirty-five- and fifty-pound
machines which change direction in the middle of the drying cycle.
This saves you time and money because your clothes dry more
efficiently. They are equipped with card readers to accommodate
your loyalty card, debit or credit cards. Come check them out!

Self Service Washers and Dryers
available 24 hours per day.
WASH AND FOLD LAUNDRY SERVICE FOR $1.00 PER POUND.
d
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o
F
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!
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Most special requests accommodated without extra charge.

BRING IT IN ONE DAY AND PICK UP THE NEXT!

WASH AND FOLD HOURS ARE
Monday through Friday 8 am to 7 pm • Saturday 8 am to 6 pm • Sunday 8 am to 3 pm

92 North Avenue, Garwood, NJ 07027

908-789-6402

info.garwoodlaundromat@gmail.com

www.garwoodlaundromat.com
Door to Door Laundry Service our SPECIALTY!!!
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HOLDS WINE AND
CHEESE RECEPTION
Submitted by Carol Goggi
On Saturday, October 10, the Westfield
Historical Society held its first ever Wine &
Cheese Reception on the grounds of their Reeve
House headquarters. The event featured
wonderful cheese and charcuterie in paper cones,
tortellini in pesto in paper boats and individual
servings of sweets for guests to enjoy in a safe,
socially-distanced manner. Wine, beer and other
beverages were also enjoyed by attendees.
Guests enjoyed a presentation by Ron
MacCloskey, an expert on Charles Addams, who
humorously spoke about the life of Charles
Addams and hosted a fun Addams Q&A “game
show”. Masked guests were able to enter the
Reeve House in small groups to view Charles
Addams’ 1920s drawing of “Dudley the
Skeleton”, on loan from the Town of Westfield,
which was removed as part of the wall of a
Dudley Avenue home’s carriage house. A video
showing the careful removal of the drawing was
shown as well. A special fundraising Silent
Auction sent high bidders home with great prizes,
and one creative guest was awarded the mostcreative face mask prize.
Greg Blasi, Westfield Historical Society
President, states that “With the success of this
outdoor reception, we will definitely hold more
events and programs like this in the future.”
Proceeds from these events raise funds to support
the operations of the Westfield Historical Society
and the designated historic 1875 Reeve House.
The Society thanks the many individuals and
businesses who helped make this event
successful including: Echo Lake Country Club,
Ferraro’s Restaurant, Limani Restaurant, Joseph
Capone, the Lukas, the Town of Westfield for the
loan of “Dudley”, the Westfield Police
Department for traffic control, the Westfield
DPW; and, all the volunteers who helped plan,
prepare and run the event.
Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-profit Westfield
Historical Society has worked to preserve,
interpret, and encourage interest in history,
Westfield, and its residents through educational
efforts and community outreach programs.
For further information on the Westfield
Historical Society and its activities; or, to become
a member, volunteer or donate, call 908-6541794 or visit westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.
Please like on facebook and follow on Instagram.

Northeast
Spine&
Wellness
Center

1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066
www.nespinecenter.com
Call 732-827-0800
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

(above) Guests enjoying a presentation by Ron
MacCloskey, an expert on Charles Addams.
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FOUNDATION GRANTS $250K TO YWCA AND ANNOUNCES 3Q 2020 GRANTS
Submitted by Ingrid McKinley
The Westfield Foundation recently granted
$250,000 to the YWCA Union County, who is
celebrating their centennial year, for the
construction of their new building in Elizabeth,
which will function as a central hub for all
programs. The building is in close proximity to
the Union County Prosecutor and the Courthouse
Offices. The grant was distributed from the
Bertha Bogaert fund, a legacy fund established in
2016.
For 45 years, the Westfield Foundation has
provided funding support in the areas of the arts,
health, aging, historic preservation, social
services and civic projects. The Foundation has
granted $7,200,000 to over one hundred local
organizations in and around Westfield.
For the third quarter of 2020, the Foundation
granted $73,012 from their general fund to 7
organizations. These funds supported capital
improvements such as replacement of flooring,
roof and window repair. Funds will also provide
PPE for volunteers, and offer programs for the
community, including career counseling,
financial management and adult enrichment.
Recipients include: Caring Contact, Youth &
Family Counseling Service of NJ, Our House
Foundation, Jewish Family Service of Central
NJ, JCC of Central NJ, CASA of Union County
and the Westfield Neighborhood Council.
In addition to supporting capital projects of
established social service agencies such as the
YWCA Union County, the Westfield Foundation
has also been an important resource of ‘seed
money’ for smaller organizations and emerging
needs. Programs started with seed money
include: IMAGINE, Roots & Wings, Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (now the NJ Festival
Orchestra), the WHS Ice Hockey team, and the
WHS Rowing Club. The Foundation also
established the Foundation Park for the Westfield
community.
Creating a Westfield Foundation DonorAdvised Fund is one way for your family to leave
a legacy to the Westfield community. By creating
a family fund, you make it possible to leave a

permanent legacy for your philanthropic interest.
Money to support the Foundation’s mission and
grant distribution has been and continues to be
provided by concerned and caring citizens of
Westfield.
To learn more about the Westfield Foundation
and how you can help, please go to:

thewestfieldfoundation.com. Donate today to
help others in need. Secure donations can be
made directly here: thewestfieldfoundation.com/.
For more information, please do not hesitate to
contact Betsy Chance, via email, at
foundation@westfieldnj.com or by phone at
908-233-9788.

(above, l-r) The groundbreaking of the YWCA Union County occurred on September 23, 2020.
Pictured are Darielle Walsh (Westfield Foundation Board member), Betsy Chance (Executive
Director at the Westfield Foundation), Janice Lillien (CEO, YWCA Union County Board of
Directors), Jennifer Vriens (Dir. of Development of the YWCA Union County), and Tina Earley
(President, YWCA Union County Board of Directors).

SAGE Home Care

The most trusted
in Home Care for 66 years

Call Today: 908-273-8400
Our home health aides adhere
to CDC and Department of Health
COVID-19 protocol.

• Home Health Aides are equipped
with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
• Clients and Home Health Aides are screened
for COVID-19 symptoms prior to placement.

ORGAN DONOR ENROLLMENT DAY

On October 8, NJ Sharing Network and its
many healthcare partners and volunteers
throughout the state worked together to register
organ and tissue donors in celebration of Organ
Donor Enrollment Day. The non-profit,
federally designated organ procurement
organization set a goal of amassing at least 2,020
new donor registrations on 2020 Organ Donor
Enrollment Day. The 2,020 goal helps create a
positive spin on the number ‘2020’ as opposed
to the negative ‘2020’ references seen virtually
everywhere due to the challenges faced this
year.
Currently, there are nearly 110,000 Americans
– nearly 4,000 of whom live in New Jersey –
waiting for a life-saving transplant. You can
register to be a donor at any time by visiting
njsharingnetwork.org/register.
“Organ Donor Enrollment Day is about taking
action and inspiring others to learn more about
how they can save lives through organ and tissue
donation,” said Joseph S. Roth, president and
chief executive officer of NJ Sharing Network.
“One organ and tissue donor can save eight lives
and restore health to over 75 people.”
In New Jersey, one person dies every three
days waiting for an organ transplant. However,
the generosity of those in the Garden State is
providing hope for the future. New Jersey’s
organ and tissue donor registrations continue to
rise thanks to strong community education and
outreach efforts as well as simplified ways to
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register as an organ and tissue donor are also
helping to save more lives. It is now easier than
ever for New Jerseyans to register in any of the
following options:
Online at www.NJSharingNetwork.org
Through the iPhone Health App
In person at your local Motor Vehicle Agency
Another key component of Organ Donor
Enrollment Day is encouraging those who
register to have a conversation with their family
and friends about their decision to donate.
“Donation provides comfort and healing to so
many families after losing a loved one. It is so
important to talk to your family and share your
decision about organ donation so your gift is
honored,” said Carolyn M. Welsh, vice president
and chief clinical officer, NJ Sharing Network.
ABOUT NJ SHARING NETWORK
Dedicated to saving lives through organ and
tissue donation, NJ Sharing Network is the nonprofit organization responsible for the recovery
and placement of donated organs and tissue for
the nearly 4,000 New Jersey residents waiting for
a life-saving transplant. With headquarters in
New Providence, NJ, the organization, selected
by NJBiz as one of the state’s “Best Places to
Work” for the third consecutive year, is also part
of the national recovery system, serving the
nearly 110,000 people on the national waiting
list. To learn more, get involved and register as
an
organ
and
tissue
donor,
visit
NJSharingNetwork.org.
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(above) Jim Rhatican of Berkeley Heights was
in desperate need of a life-saving liver
transplant. Thanks to the selflessness of his
donor, Jim gets to enjoy precious time with his
grandchildren.

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ
www.reynolds-plumbing.net
Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Auto Spa of Cranford wishes you and your family
health and happiness this holiday season!

$2 OFF
ANY CAR WASH
SERVICE ANYTIME

With this coupon only.
Can’t be combined with any other offers.

$4 OFF
OUR GOLD QUALITY OR
HIGHER WASH SERVICE
With this coupon only.
Can’t be combined with any other offers.

$5
OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE
With this coupon only.
Can’t be combined with any other offers.

$10 OFF
Hand Car Wash Available
•
Ask About Our Detail Service
•
Buff & Wax
Full Detail Services Available
•
Certified Mechanics on Staff

OPEN FOR FULL SERVICE!

908-272-7255
OPEN 7 DAYS

550 South Ave. East • Cranford, NJ

ANY BREAK JOB
With this coupon only.
Can’t be combined with any other offers.

20% OFF

ANY CAR WASH
With this coupon only.
Can’t be combined with any other offers.
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SUMMIT OLD GUARD
NOVEMBER ZOOM EVENTS

The Summit Old Guard’s weekly Tuesday
meetings have continued through the use of
ZOOM, and have attracted more than 100
viewers each week. Our November meetings will
prove to be informative and enlightening. There
is little limitation to our dynamic presentations as
the viewers have, as before the virus, chances to
ask questions of the presenter at the end of the
meeting. To gain access to the programs send an
email to info@summitoldguard.org and check
our web site summitoldguard.org for more
information.
Nov. 3 - How Crisis Accelerates Technology
Change – Arun Sundararajan, Harold Price
Professor of Entrepreneurship and Professor of
Technology Operations and Statistics, NYU Stern
School of Business, will use the COVID-19
situation as an example for his topic.
Nov. 10 - Restoration of the WWII U.S. Coast
Guard Cutter Lilac – Mary Habstritt, Museum
Director and President of the Lilac Preservation
Project, will describe the Lilac’s historic and vital
work of tending lighthouses and buoys from 1933
to 1972. She will describe the nonprofit
preservation project’s efforts to restore the Lilac
and it’s rare intact steam engines and review the
cultural and educational programs provided by
the museum.
Nov. 17 - Driverless Cars - Just in Time for Us,
Maybe – Alain L. Kornhauser, Professor of
Operations Research and Financial Engineering
at Princeton University, has been researching
transportation for five decades and will talk about
autonomous vehicles and ‘SmartDrivingCars,’
that will possibly reduce crashes, costs, and
energy consumption.
Nov. 24 - The Inside Story from a Federal
Prosecutor – A retired assistant United States
attorney will describe the Federal Court System
and a Grand Jury, He will walk through a typical
criminal case and provide perspectives on the
rule of law and what an attorney has to do to
uphold it and our democracy.

RUTGERS MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM

Rutgers Master Gardeners are trained
volunteers who assist Rutgers New Jersey
Agricultural Experiment Station (NJAES)
Cooperative Extension in its mission to deliver
horticulture programs and information to the
general public. Anyone with an interest in
gardening and a commitment to volunteer service
can become a Rutgers Master Gardener. No
previous education or training in horticulture is
required.
RUTGERS MASTER GARDENERS USE THEIR
SKILLS IN A VARIETY OF AREAS, INCLUDING:
• Gardening demonstrations
• Telephone Helpline and Plant Clinics
• Community and youth gardening
• Horticultural therapy
• Information booths at county fairs and other
public events
• Research assistance at Rutgers, The State
University of New Jersey
• Harvesting and packing food for the hungry
The Rutgers Master Gardener Helpline is
opened to the general public and is staffed year-

round. April through November hours are,
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Fridays
from 1 p.m. to 1 p.m. and can be reached at
mastergardeners@ucnj.org or 908-654-9852. To
learn more about the program visit
njaes.rutgers.edu/master-gardeners/.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SEEKING SUBSTITUTES

The Westfield Public School District is seeking
Substitute Teachers and School Nurses who hold
appropriate credentials. The district accepts
candidates with a Standard Certificate, Certificate
of Eligibility with Advanced Standing (CEAS),
Certificate of Eligibility (CE), or a current
County Substitute Certificate.
The district is also seeking substitute
paraprofessionals and secretaries. Please contact
Jill Kelly in the Human Resources Department at
jkelly@westfieldnjk12.org
or 908-789-4400 x4425.

WE DO MORE THAN APPROVE YOU FOR A MORTGAGE
We put you on the right road
to a strong financial future.
Meet with a financial professional
with 20 years of experience
to structure the right mortgage
to help you reach your financial goals.

LUIS J. MACALUSO
Principal/Branch Manager
NMLS #925848

Office: 908-280-2141

• No Appraisal costs for qualified properties
• Interest Rate Match Guarantee
• Transparent process from beginning to end
• Refinances/Home Improvement/Debt
Consolidation/Investments

Email:luis@mycommunityhomeloans.com

www.mycommunityhomeloans.com

COMMUNITY HOME LOANS - a division
of Innovative Mortgage Services Inc. Co.
NMLS #250769

732-382-2272
AngeloCPAfirm.com

• Individual and Business Tax Returns
• Full Service Accounting
• Estate and Inheritance Tax Returns
• Financial Planning

18 Brant Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

908-251-9441

Serving the Public since 1984

Mrhandyman.com
License number: 13VH09897400

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 11/30/20.

Let us help you make
this year a great success!
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KEAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT-VETERAN RECEIVES K-9 SERVICE DOG

A special ceremony was held on Kean
University’s Union campus as senior Jason Pryor,
a U.S. Army veteran, introduced the K-9 service
dog that he received through an on-campus
fundraiser.
Pryor, a senior from Elizabeth majoring in
exercise science, did tours in Iraq and Honduras
and suffers from PTSD. He received the K-9,
named Keen, at the start of the Fall semester as a
gift from the Kean Office of Student
Government.
“Being with Keen has taught me to be more
patient,” said Pryor, whose dog accompanies him
to class. “Keen is used as a measure to help
prevent me from going through the symptoms
and effects of spiraling down, by me tending to
his needs and having him tend to me.”
Kean is ranked first in the nation among large
public schools for its programs supporting
student-veterans, according to the Military
Friendly Schools survey.
Student Government raised nearly $20,000 to
support service dogs through Rebuilding
Warriors, a volunteer non-profit organization
whose mission is to provide trained service dogs
to veterans. The bulk of the funds raised went
toward training Pryor’s dog, and the rest was
donated to Rebuilding Warriors to help train other
K-9 dogs.
At the ceremony held outside Miron Student
Center, Vito Zajda, director of Veteran Student
Services at Kean and a U.S. Coast Guard veteran,
called Pryor a remarkable student.

“He has been a big support and influential
person in our program,” Zajda said. “He has
helped open our eyes about how the University
can best support its vets.”
Vice President of Rebuilding Warriors Jeff
Mullins, also a veteran, said post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) is a condition that can’t be seen
by others. ”It’s invisible, stays with you your
entire life, and it’s not easy sometimes,” he said.
“Our goal is to provide veterans and first
responders with a service dog to help them
achieve their new normal.”
The University's Veterans Day event included

(above) Jason Pryor, a U.S. Army veteran who
did tours in Iraq and Honduras and suffers
from PTSD, received the K-9, named Keen, as a
gift from the Kean Office of Student
Government through an on-campus fundraiser.
Photo by Kean University

a color guard, a performance of the national
anthem by the Kean Gospel Choir, and the
presentation of other honors.
Juan Leon Torres, a senior from Spotswood
also studying exercise science and a U.S. Navy
veteran, received the 2019 Kean Veteran’s Award
for Outstanding Mentor. He develops transition
opportunities and initiatives, and mentors a
student-veteran each semester.
“Being a veteran and going back to school is
super hard because you go from one community
to a different lifestyle,” Torres said.
Zajda noted that it is important to support
veterans at all times. “The importance of Veterans
Day is to recognize that it’s 365 days a year, as
veterans go through different highs and lows in
their lives,” he said.
ABOUT REBUILDING WARRIORS
A 501(c)3 Non-Profit Providing Service Dogs
to Veterans
Rebuilding Warriors provides highly trained
and socialized Service/Companion Dogs to
Veterans diagnosed as Amputees as well as those
with PTSD, (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) and
TBI (Traumatic Brain Injury). Most of our dogs
are bred especially for this mission and have a
highly sought after demeanor. We provide these
dogs to Honorably Discharged Veterans from any
branch of the Armed Forces or from any service
era meeting our eligibility standards as well as
First Responders. For more information, or to
support
our
mission,
please
visit
www.rebuildingwarriors.com.

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now!
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend
the life of your unit.

FREE
ESTIMATES

NO
OBLIGATION

0% Financing
Available

We are a full service installation and maintenance company.
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

Hi-efficiency heating equipment
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates.
NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

$25 OFF
SAVE THIS COUPON

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901 ANY SERVICE CALL
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.
With Coupon – No Expiration

$300 OFF

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE
Expires: 12/31/2020. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
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GARCIA PAINTING Co.
PAINTING & DECORATING

PAPER HUNG & POWER WASHING
RESIDENCIAL & COMERCIAL
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Call any time
908 233-7469
Over 40 years of experience

Member:
Professional
Painter’s
Association

FREE ESTIMATES

908.241.4195

Climbing Experience Since 1975

TREE SERVICE
Marine Owned
and Operated

Property Clean-ups
Insured, Safety Cutbacks
Character Trims & Shaping
Removals when Necessary

Military Rates

Jeff
Houston
Electrical
NJ License # 15659
Mountainside, NJ

Specializing in Rewiring
of Older Homes

908-721-6455

jeffhoustonelectrical@gmail.com

Fully Insured

Free Estimates

Lic. #
13VH06601300

908-389-0200
SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

www.WestfieldHandyman.com

Westfield’s Best Handyman

• Cabinetry/Carpentry • Porch & Decks
• Plaster & Paint • Windows & Doors
• Moulding & Floors

Gerard Kelly

Craftsman Carpenter & Handyman

Cell: 908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net
LICENSED & INSURED

FREE Estimates

omes
c
k
r
o
Our w
w i th a
ty
warran

2 year

Serving All
Union Coun
ty

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing

908-925-0444
908-928-0031

WOOD FLOORS

CARPET & RUGS

Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation

RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind

908-342-5048
A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
labor only. Materials not included. Cannot
10% Discount beOn combined
with other offers. Exp. 11/30/20.
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Marketing
Toolbox
Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyperlocal to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS
We mail 135,000 newspapers
to evry home and business in
21 towns, You can advertise
in any number of towns.
ads start at $60.

DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE
• Get unlimited clicks
ONLY
• Trackable results
PER
DAY
• Free ad design and copywriting
1 year contract
• Paid search engine promotions
$365
• Posts are shared through social media

$1

Call Joe Renna

908-447-1295
See samples on our websites
and facebook pages.

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

FULL COLOR PRINTING

Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

We print flyers and menues,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$35 per thousand.

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

DIRECT MAIL
Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING
Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES
Start with an audit/analysis
of your website giving you a
report and recommendations
for $250.
It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
info@ rennamedia.com

Adver
in 1 o tise
r
21 tow all
ns
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COVID-19 CREATES A CRISIS FOR RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS YOUTH IN NJ
Submitted by Erin Jerome
The COVID-19 pandemic is straining
resources for programs serving runaway and
homeless youth that were already in short supply
prior to the crisis. The primary causes of
homelessness among youth are family conflict or
severe economic hardship, making these
programs more critical than ever to ensure young
people who need aid do not slip through the
cracks.
Youth programs at Community Access
Unlimited (CAU) transform lives and are
comprehensive to meet individual needs. From
emergency housing to semi-independent and
supported housing, CAU ensures that members
have a safe home as well as training and

education to prepare them for a stable, self-reliant
adulthood. Services also include crisis
intervention, counseling, recreation services, and
leadership and advocacy opportunities.
Natalie Flores, 18, is one Transitional
Opportunities Program member who is
celebrating her accomplishments this year. A
2020 graduate of Essex Valley High School,
Flores was class president and salutatorian.
“Coming from a challenging environment and
not having a typical support system was a
struggle,” Flores told her classmates. “To start
high school and fail all your classes and then to
graduate with a 3.6 GPA and be a member of the
National Honor Society and be salutatorian is a
tremendous accomplishment because I myself

Full Service Online Marketing

Online Marketing Items
• Website ads and Social Media Posts, Classified ads .....$20 per item
- Special bulk price....................................Block of 20 items $100
Including: Press releases / Classified Ads
Web Page / Calendar Event / Monthly Banner ads
Extra Boost:
• Blast your online ad or press release to a targeted market: .....$100
• National Press Release Distribution
to 300 to 500 news outlets .......Budget choice from $300 to $500.
Website / SEO services
• Website Audit/Analysis and recommendation plan: ................$250
• Website creation/update:.....................................................$2,400
(Cost for average website: 12 pages,
contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design)
• Website Hosting: .....................................................$300 per year
Includes website hosting, software updates,
monthly website content updates
• SEO Services: ..................average cost $1,000 - $2,000 per month
Custom tailored solutions:
Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing
Video advertising
Production:
- Product placement $250
- 30-second commercial $500
- 3-minute spot $1,000
- 30-minute show $1,500
- 3-hour shoot - $2,000

Do not commit to a service
unless you have a solid
marketing plan and budget.
Your plan should work on paper before you
spend dime one. Don’t waste money just
trying something. There is no magic bullet.

Call Joe for a free consultation.

Call Joe Renna 908-447-1295
Email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

had doubts about my own success.”
Flores will attend Union County College in the
fall and plans to major in education to pursue her
goals of teaching math to children in a juvenile
correctional facility.
“I’ve been there and I want to make a change,
I want to help another kid out,” Flores said. “I
want to set up my own program where I try to get
kids off the streets and put them in their books. I
want to help them focus in school and be ready.”
“[My staff] have seen my growth and how
difficult it was,” she added. “They kept trying to
lead me in the right direction. They were guiding
me in telling me what the real world is out there.
They also taught me about credit and budgeting.”
Homeless youth face particular risks during
this time. An average of 25 percent of youth
accessing runaway and homeless youth programs
have a chronic or pre-existing health condition
like diabetes, asthma or HIV, according to a
recent survey of programs coordinated by the
Coalition for Homeless Youth. Youth living on
the streets are also at high risk for victimization
and assault, mental illness, substance misuse,
juvenile justice system involvement, and human
trafficking, all of which increases the likelihood
of perpetuated homelessness in adult life.
CAU youth programs include the Transitional
Opportunities Program (TOP) which provides
comprehensive residential services to youth ages
13 to 21, as well as the Union County Youth
Shelter and federal Runaway and Homeless
Youth Basic Center Program and federal
Transitional Living Programs. These programs
provide safe shelter and supportive services that
address the experiences and needs of these youth
to mitigate their risks and put them on a better
life outcomes trajectory.
Youth enrolled in the TOP day program
participate in an employment training workshop,
a GED program, or volunteer job practicum for a
minimum of 30 hours per week. TOP members
may receive 24-hour supervised residential
living, community services, daily living skills
training, case management, advocacy and
outreach, education in accordance with the NJ
Approved Life Skills Curriculum, and drug and
alcohol awareness education.
Eligible youth in any county can become a
TOP member through the New Jersey Division
of Child Protection and Permanency, Children’s
System of Care, referral by local schools,
community organizations or local agencies, or
self-referral.
To learn more about CAU, visit caunj.org or
follow the agency on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram. Learn more about supporting the
agency and become a monthly donor at
caunj.org/support-us/.

ABOUT COMMUNITY ACCESS UNLIMITED
Community Access Unlimited (CAU),
celebrating more than 40 years in 2020, supports
people with special needs in achieving real lives
in the community. For more information about
CAU and its services, contact us by phone at 908354-3040, online at caunj.org or by mail at 80
West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.
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