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JAGDEEP SINGH BHATIA AWARDED SECOND PLACE IN
REGENERON SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH
Submitted by Denis Kelly
Watchung Hills Regional High School (WHRHS) Class of 2020
graduate Jagdeep Bhatia has won the second place prize in the 79th
Regeneron Science Talent Search, and in so doing, he has been awarded
$175,000 in prize money.
Bhatia plans to continue his education at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), Cambridge, Mass., and he plans to apply the prize
money toward his continuing education.
He has said he plans to study Computer Science in college, and perhaps
later pursue a Ph.D or a more entrepreneurial tract.
“We are tremendously proud of all of Jagdeep's accomplishments,
including this latest well-deserved recognition,” said WHRHS
Superintendent Dr. Elizabeth Jewett. “He has left an indelible mark on the
WHRHS school community. I eagerly anticipate learning about his
continued achievement throughout his future educational and professional
journey.”
The Talent Search winners were announced as part of a virtual awards
ceremony in July, where more than $1.8 million was awarded to 40
finalists across the country. They were “evaluated based on the scientific
rigor of their projects, their exceptional problem-solving abilities and their
potential to become scientific leaders,” according to the announcement
from the talent search organizers. Bhatia says that “the three days of
virtual judging were nerve-racking but fun. The best part was getting to
know the other finalists. It feels amazing to receive recognition for my
work, and I’d like to thank all the people who inspired me and guided me
in my research.”
The Regeneron Science Talent Search is a science and mathematics
competition for high school seniors. Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. is
an American biotechnology company headquartered in Tarrytown, N.Y.
According to the Regeneron press release, Bhatia, 18, of Green Brook
Township, earned this honor for solving an open problem and “developing
two fast and simple machine learning algorithms for computer programs
that are attempting to learn new concepts under the tutelage of an
instructor, either a computer or human. His Artificial Intelligence (AI)
algorithms do not only ask random questions but, like a savvy detective,
ask just the right ones. His AI algorithms could help train robots and other
automated devices faster and easier.” Bhatia’s research has the potential
to solve some of the most pressing problems in machine learning.
Earlier this year, Bhatia provided a more detailed description of his
project. Its title is: "Simple and Fast Algorithms for Interactive Machine
Learning with Random Counter-Examples."
Bhatia explained that the current processes of training machines – what
is generally thought of as “Artificial Intelligence” – tend to be slow,
requiring a lot of data.
"This is why robots still seem so primitive in their thinking and

(above) WHRHS Class of 2020 graduate
Jagdeep Bhatia of Green Brook, won second
place prize in the nation’s oldest and most
prestigious science fair competition.

Photo by WHRHS

understanding, and my project tries to solve that,"
he said, "tries to make the whole process more
data efficient. My research asserts that there is a
more data efficient way to train machines, which
I prove using mathematics.” A future application
of these algorithms may be robotics, “where a
surgical robot adapts to an individual’s anatomy,
or where a factory robot learns a human’s habits
and patterns so that the two can work effectively
together.”
While at WHRHS, Bhatia was President of the
Computer Science Club, which has included,
among other things, helping to organize and stage
the WHRHS "HillsHacks" Hackathons the last
two years. He and the Class of 2020 Salutatorian
Mayur Sharma, gave leadership to that program.
The day-long program, held this year on Sunday,
February 23, just weeks before the COVID
(continued on page 2)

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Call Tina today to reserve the space in this or other Renna Media publications.

Each month 3,000 newspapers are printed and
mailed free to every home and business in Green Brook.

Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today
at 908-418-5586 or email info@rennamedia.com
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Green Brook Gazette is published by Renna
Media. 3,000 newspapers are printed monthly
and mailed to every business and home in Green
Brook, NJ and the balance are distributed for
free pick-up throughout town.
Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions. ©2020. Contents of this newspaper
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from Renna Media LLC.
Renna Media welcomes the comments and
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Renna Media, LLC
202 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ 07016
Phone: 908-447-1295 - Fax: 908-709-9209
Email: joerenna@rennamedia.com
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JAGDEEP SINGH BHATIA (Continued from page 1)
Pandemic forced the 4-month school closing and
shift to Distance Learning, attracted scores of
computer-interested students, from grade schoolage through high school-age from around the
North Jersey region, and involving a core of
WHRHS computer-interested WHRHS students
as peer leaders led by Bhatia and Sharma.
In addition, Bhatia was president of the
WHRHS Math Team, and a four-year athlete on
the WHRHS Cross Country Team.
At the annual Senior Awards Ceremony for the
Class of 2020, held virtually in June, Bhatia was
recognized for having won the Class of 2020
“Excellence in Mathematics and Computer
Science Award.”
First place honors in the Regeneron Science

Talent Search went to Lillian Petersen of Las
Alamos, N. M., who earned $250,000 for her
entry, inventing a simple tool for predicting
harvests early in the growing season. The
Regeneron release explained that her project
helps to improve food distribution planning and
offers a promising resource to those working to
address global food insecurity. Other Top Ten
winners earned from between $150,000 to
$40,000 for their project entries.
In addition, the competition also recognized
another 30 entrants from across the country, who
each earned $25,000 for their projects. Each year,
around 2,000 student submit original research in
critically important scientific fields of study and
are judged by leading experts in their fields.

STUDENT COORDINATES LETTER WRITING
CAMPAIGN TO SENIORS DURING CORONAVIRUS

Alexandra “Lexi” Jacobson, a Freshman at hopes that “more people will hear about it and
Watchung Hills Regional High School, organized write their own letters so we can help cheer up
a group of more than 80 people to write letters to even more people!”
the residents at the Chelsea in Warren, a nursing
home in Somerset County.
Jacobson said she was inspired to act from
“seeing the amazing things that our state and
community has done to help those in need during
this time” of the pandemic.
“Because of these amazing people I had been
inspired to help people as well!”
Jacobson recruited others for her letter writing
campaign by texting, emailing, and reaching out
via instagram and Snapchat. “I really wanted to
try to get as many people involved as possible,”
Jacobson said.
Jacobson’s group wrote enough letters for all
of the Chelsea residents, about 75, as well as the
staff. Said Jacobson, “Each letter had kind
messages, inspirational quotes, poems, jokes, or
even activities such as how to play card games,
or recipes that are fun to make at home.”
(above) Alexandra “Lexi” Jacobson, a
After delivering the letters, Jacobson received
Freshman at Watchung Hills Regional High
a call from the Chelsea about how much the
School,
organized a group of over 80 people to
residents appreciated the letters.
write letters to the residents at the Chelsea in
Jacobson would like to encourage others to
Warren, a nursing home in Somerset County.
reach out to seniors during the pandemic. She
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MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372
CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
1-800-650-0968

Family
Owned &
Operated For
16 Years

Save $900

• All Work Guaranteed
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• 20% Senior Discount
• Major Credit Cards
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

CHIMNEYS

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 7/31/20.

SIDING
ROOFING

You Home Improvement Connection

MASONRY
GUTTERS

STEPS

September Specials
FOUNDATIONS

$2,600

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete
With this ad. Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Expires September 30, 2020

100 feet of
BEFORE

FOUNDATION
• NEW
FUNDATIONS
• REPAIRS
• WATERPROOFING

MASONRY

• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK & BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

ROOFING
AFTER

GUTTER COVERS

ONLY
$999
With this ad.
Cannot be combined
with any other offer.
Expires:
September 30, 2020

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

CHIMNEY

• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

GUTTERS

• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

Carbon Monoxide
is invisible,
odorless,
and can kill you!

$400
OFF
ANY FOUNDATION JOB
OF $2000 OR MORE
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 9/30/20.

Save
$900
ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 9/30/20.

$79.99
GUTTERS CLEANING
(Any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 9/30/20.

$150 OFF
of $500 or more

ANY ROOF REPAIR
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 9/30/20.

$200 OFF
of $800 or more

ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 9/30/20.
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ALYSSA KRUTIS AND KELLY SAUM AWARDED
Submitted by Denis Kelly
Watchung Hills Regional High School
(WHRHS) Class of 2020 graduating seniors
Alyssa Krutis and Kelly Saum have been named
the recipients of Watchung Hills Regional
Education Association (WHREA) Scholarship
for Future Educators.
“Congratulations to Alyssa Krutis and Kelly
Saum for being selected as this year’s recipients
of the WHREA Scholarship for Future
Educators,” said WHRHS Social Studies
Teacher Greg O’Reilly, the WHREA association
president. “Since 2007, the WHREA has granted
more than $24,000 to future educators from our
school. The scholarship is funded by members
through an annual WHREA event in addition to
individual contributions.”
Alyssa Krutis plans to attend Kutztown
University, Kutztown, Pa., west of Allentown,
Pa., to major in Elementary and Special
Education.
Krutis’ said her experiences at WHRHS have
been influential and have nurtured her dream to
someday work as a teacher in an elementary
school.
Krutis started babysitting when she was just
12-years-old, and it was then that she realized

that she loved being around kids. Looking back
to her elementary school years, Krutis
remembers the significance and influence a
reading teacher had on her development.
The other recipient of the WHREA
Scholarship for Future Educators, Kelly Saum,
plans to attend Shippensburg University in
Shippensburg, Pa, just west of Harrisburg, to
study Early Education, Special Education.
Like Krutis, Saum said she has also been
greatly influenced by her high school experience
at Watchung Hills. Saum’s strong academic
achievement, along with her meaningful
connection to several school and community
groups, have been key in guiding her to decide
to study education in college. She too has
completed courses in the Child Development
program and Saum has built a strong foundation
for her future studies.
Growing and maturing as a student at
WHRHS, Saum believes that the “classroom has
provided me with great learning opportunities
and the chance to increase my leadership skills.”
This has also happened outside of the classroom
because Saum is an active member of student
government as well as several service
organizations.

“As a member of The Red Cross Club and the
BELIEV club at school, I’ve had the chance to
give back to people in need,” Saum said.
Outside of school, Saum has a connection
with a local Lion’s Club. Saum was elected
president of the Lion’s Club youth group.
Additionally, her employment record is deep
and significant. This is her third year working as
a teaching assistant with a local childcare
learning center. The part-time job has helped
Saum earn a little money but, as importantly,
gain first-hand experience working with
younger kids. Saum said, “Witnessing how I can
influence a student’s success has been enjoyable
and enlightening for me. In a way, it has helped
me realize what is in my future.”
There is one other very important connection
Saum has with WHRHS and that is her position
with the wrestling team. Throughout high
school, Saum has been the statistician and team
manager for the program. And, as many locals
will note, the Warrior Wrestling Program has
always been regarded as one of the more
successful programs in New Jersey, winning
County, District and even State Sectional
championships. Saum has been a part of that
achievement.

TOP 10 THINGS TO DO
WHEN SELLING YOUR HOUSE.
#1. Call me (I’ll handle the other 9)

(above, l-r) ‘Future Educators’ Scholarship
winnes Alyssa Krutis and Kelly Saum.

PAINTING DOCTORS

Photos by WHRHS

Interior & Exterior

Fine Workmanship at Reasonable Prices
Wallpaper Removal – Drywall Repairs
References * Insured * Free Estimates

908-342-5048

A division of Carpet Doctor LLC.
116 Sussex Street, Westfield, NJ
13VH06607700

WOOD FLOORS

CARPET & RUGS

Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation

RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind

908-342-5048
A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
labor only. Materials not included. Cannot
10% Discount Onbe combined
with other offers. Exp. 9/30/20.
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TOBLI REMODELING LLC
973-745-8833
ToblireModeling@gmail.com
Family owned and operated with over 20 years of experience.
• LICENSED

WE STOP LEAKS

Free estimate • 24/7 Emergency Support

www.tobliremodeling.com

• BONDED
• INSURED

10% Senior
Citizen Discount

NJ Lic. 13VH10245300

FULL SERVICE HOME REMODELING AND REPAIRS
• Foundations / Waterproofing
• Roofing: Chimney / Skylights

• Masonry: Steps / Pavers / Cement
• Gutters: Cleaning / Screens

$200 OFF $300 OFF $400 OFF $500 OFF
of $600 or more

of $900 or more

OF $2000 OR MORE

ENTIRE
ROOF REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 9/30/20.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 9/30/20.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 9/30/20.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 9/30/20.

ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR

ANY FOUNDATION JOB
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Marketing
Toolbox
Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyperlocal to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS
We mail 135,000 newspapers
to evry home and business in
21 towns, You can advertise
in any number of towns.
ads start at $60.

DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE
• Get unlimited clicks
ONLY
• Trackable results
PER
DAY
• Free ad design and copywriting
1 year contract
• Paid search engine promotions
$365
• Posts are shared through social media

$1

Call Joe Renna

908-447-1295
See samples on our websites
and facebook pages.

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

FULL COLOR PRINTING

Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

We print flyers and menues,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$35 per thousand.

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

DIRECT MAIL
Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING
Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES
Start with an audit/analysis
of your website giving you a
report and recommendations
for $250.
It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
info@ rennamedia.com

Adver
in 1 o tise
r
21 tow all
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The real estate market is thriving due
to historically low interest rates,
compounded by buyers’ need for more
space in order to work remotely and the
uptick in potential buyers relocating from
the New York area. There is not enough
inventory to satisfy the buyer needs for
housing causing a boom in our market.
If you are considering selling your home,
now may be a good time to invite me in
for a no obligation conversation about
your needs. Our meeting is always
confidential and without sales pressure.

102 TOWN CENTER DRIVE
WARREN, NJ 07059
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60 Ridge Road, Green Brook
Meticulously updated colonial w/ in-law suite
6 Beds / 4.1 Baths / 3 Car Garage / $905,000
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S
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1 Bayview Terrace, Green Brook

9 Ridge Road, Green Brook

New kitchen and all hardwood floors
4 Beds / 3.1 Baths / $799,000

Meticulously appointed home
4 Beds / 3.1 Baths / $919,000

ROSEANN O’KEEFE YEAR-TO-DATE 2020 GREEN BROOK TRANSACTIONS
8
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Roseann O’Keefe
Realtor-Associate®
Direct: 908.720.9205
Office: 908.325.5000

Email: RO@RoseannOKeefe.com
www.RoseannOKeefe.com

As a
FULL SERVICE
REALTOR®
I can help you coordinate
all aspects of your move
whether you are
staying local,
moving out of state,
downsizing or simply
changing your lifestyle.

Like Us On Facebook:
“Green Brook Real Estate”
Join Your Neighbors
on Facebook
“Green Brook Neighbors”
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5 Warren Avenue
Listed by Roseann
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110 Mountain Pkwy
Listed by Roseann
50 King George Rd
Listed by Roseann
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4 Kappelmann Drive
Listed by Roseann
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3006 King Court
Listed by Roseann

5
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222 Greenbrook Road
Listed by Roseann
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1
2/1

3015 King Court
Tenant Agent Roseann
38 Lenox Avenue
Listed by Roseann
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308 Warrenville Road
Buyer agent Roseann

LD
SO

256 Greenbrook Road
Buyer Agent Roseann

7
1/1
LD
SO

1096 Shadowlawn Drive
Listed by Roseann

Client Testimonials

1/9

13 Wingate Way
Buyer agent Roseann

“Roseann’s level of professionalism, expertise, knowledge and responsiveness are simply outstanding.
She is a remarkable agent, with extensive market knowledge, always there to respond to texts
regardless the time of day or being 1 step ahead in ensuring that the process is smooth and
progressing on schedule. She is simply amazing at what she does and would highly recommend her
to family and friends.” Maria M. -Green Brook Seller closed August 2020
“Roseann is a true professional who has a caring, knowledgeable approach to her work. She goes the
extra mile to help clients with the often tough process of buying and/or selling a home.” Bobby L.
*Each office is independently owned and operated. If your home is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. All above reported transactions are located in Green Brook, NJ

