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GOLD AWARD GIRL SCOUT ADDRESSES CHILD LITERACY

It’s recommended that children read for 20 minutes each
day to help develop their vocabulary and increase
comprehension skills.

Unfortunately, for some students, resources aren’t available
to read outside of school.

When 18-year-old Gold Award Girl Scout Gabrielle M.
discovered that many in her own community of North
Plainfield don’t have the opportunities to read, she decided to
create the “Pajama Read to Me” program.

Through this program, a Take Action Project created to earn
her Girl Scout Gold Award, Gabrielle contributed to lowering
childhood illiteracy rates by encouraging young children’s
interest in and access to books. She created well-researched
curricula that included a featured story and related crafts that
together helped children become more competent, confident
readers in both English and Spanish. She hosted 18 sessions
of “Pajama Read to Me” at the Plainfield Public Library, the
Bergen County Library, and HomeFirst, a shelter in Plainfield.
She adapted her curriculum to meet the individual needs of the
students in each session, sometimes hosting large groups,
sometimes working one-on-one. Each session’s theme was
uniquely created, and also included dispersal of pajamas and
reading materials that she received when soliciting donations
to support her project.

“I created this program to put the issue of child literacy on
the front burner in my community,” she said. “It helps to
promote confidence and passion in children’s reading and
learning through a fun and engaging program.”

The Gold Award is the pinnacle of the Girl Scout Leadership
Experience and the most prestigious award a Girl Scout can
earn.

Gabrielle’s passion for books, reading, and learning in
general ignited her project that helped to provide young
students with the education and learning opportunities that she
was afforded as a child.

“I wanted to target the children of my community who
lacked the resources or the stimulating environment,”
Gabrielle added. “They need an equal opportunity for
success.”

To continue her efforts, Gabrielle has created instructions
for other libraries and shelters to implement her program. As
a result of her work, HomeFirst created a library/reading center
at their site, and the North Plainfield Library will renew the
program each year.

Gabrielle has been a part of Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
(GSHNJ) Troop 65380 for the past 13 years. She said Girl
Scouts is a wonderful service opportunity that allows her to

(above, left) During the “Pajama Read to Me” program,
Gabrielle reads to children and does a craft associated
with the story. (above, right) Girl Scout Gabrielle M.
earned her Gold Award through her creation of the
“Pajama Read to Me” program.

partner with the young women in her community to spark
positive change.

She is a graduating senior at Mount Saint Mary Academy
in Watchung.

“Gabrielle’s pursuit of the Gold Award creates the
opportunity for children in her community to have access and
exposure to a positive reading environment for years to

come,” said GSHNJ CEO Natasha Hemmings. “Our Gold
Award is the mark of the truly remarkable. We are so proud
of Gabrielle.”

Photos by Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE

Call Tina today to reserve the space in this or other Renna Media publications.
Each month 8,300 newspapers are printed and
mailed free to every home and business in North Plainfield.

Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today
at 908-418-5586 or email info@rennamedia.com
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The PRIDE
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The Pride of North Plainfield is published by
Renna Media. 6,500 newspapers are printed
monthly and are mailed to every businesses and
homes in North Plainfield, NJ using the 07060
zip code and are distributed for free pick-up
throughout town.

Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
©2020. Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media.

Renna Media welcomes the comments and
concerns of its readers put into writing and sent
via phone, fax or email to:

Renna Media, LLC
Publisher: Joe Renna
202 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ 07016
Phone: 908-447-1295

Fax: 908-709-9209
Email: joerenna@rennamedia.com

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT
Organizations who are interested
in submitting content can email

editor@rennamedia.com

or call 908-858-4012
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Ristorante and Pizza ¢5 A0
Eat-in / Takeout Menu / We Deliver $2 oo'

1
Bringing you the very best Italian dishes. | O F F 1
It is our pleasure to serve you. IANY LARGE!

Feel free to bring your own beer or wine. 1 PIZZA !
Call Ahead for Fast Pickup =~~~ ke === - ol

(We accept our competitor's coupons!)

393 Somerset St. (Somerset Square) (908) 561-7676
North Plainfield, NJ Fax (908) 561-7678

Welcoming Everyone
_] Celebrating Diversity
Following lesus

WATCHUNG AVENUE

FRESEYTERIAM CHURCH
Wi gre known for aur apenness,
warmth ond congeriolity.  Comes, give us g !

170 Watchung Avenue Morth Plainfield, M)

908-755-2781 www.wapc.net

NJROTC ANNUAL MILITARY INSPECTION

With the events of Covid-19 and the shift of
classes online for the remainder of the school
year, the JROTC classroom continues during
these times. Regretfully, all social gatherings
such as drill competitions and ceremonies have
been cancelled for this school year. However,
JROTC cadets still stand strong as we continue
our interactive classes online, as we finish up this
school year!

This upcoming summer of 2020, cadets were
accepted into multiple programs, devoted to
helping cadets learn leadership skills.
Congratulations to Cadet Lieutenant JG Christina
Aguilar and Cadet Lieutenant JG Ashley Dawsey
for getting accepted into Girl’s State, a respected
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program dedicated to developing young women
into future leaders. Congratulations to Cadet
Master Chief Petty Officer John Vargas and
Cadet Lieutenant Daisy Cifuentes for getting
accepted into Leadership Academy/Sail Training,
an intensive program dedicated to teaching
interactive STEM courses to cadets with
leadership skills.

As for the graduating class of 2020, many of
these cadets are unable to experience the highly
anticipated JROTC events such as the Navy Ball.
Thankfully, this upcoming school year current
cadets and returning officers that have graduated
are still able to experience another Navy Ball, as
they are highly encouraged to attend!

(above) North Plainfield High School’s NJROTC Annual Military Inspection 2020

CONGRATULATIONS TO NORTH PLAINFIELD
HIGH SCHOOL GLASS OF 2020

(above) North Plainfield High School class of 2020 gathered for a group photo in October 2019

on the NPHS football field.

Photo by NPHS

Fully Insured Free Estimates

Needleman
Roofing

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

FREE ESTIMATES
908.241.4195

Climbing Experience Since 1975

TREE SERVICE
Property Clean-ups Marine Owned
Insured, Safety Cutbacks and Operated
Character Trims & Shaping @;
Removals when Necessary Military Rates

WOOD FLOORS

Sand e Stain e Refinish e Repairs

W/W CARPET & RUGS

Clean e Stretch » Sanitize * Repairs ¢ Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048

Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
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e All Work Guaranteed

CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS

Family
Owned & \ o 24/7 Emergency Service
908-361-6372 "= - 2 seoir iscoun

e Major Credit Cards
e NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

1-800-650-0968
. Save $900
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You Home Improvement Connection

-

1 Like us on

ek Masterklile
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§ FOUNDATIONS i

I

Sune Specwﬂ

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS

Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete

= With this ad. Cannot be combined with
. , any other offer. Expires June 30, 2020
- I, T ¥ .

Garbon Monoxide
is invisihle, ==
: odorless, =
M'DH I‘.}IIEE and can kill you' =

= e NEW
: 1 FUNDATIONS

$400 OFF

ANY FOUNDATION JOB =
OF $2000 OR MORE &

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. '_'1.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 6/30/20.

Save $900

ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 6/30/20.

e DRIVEWAYS
e STEPS -

* BRICK & BLOCK
o SIDEWALKS

J* REPAIR

* RE-ROOF"
* NEW ROOF.

| +'ROOF REPAIRS $79 _99
| » SHINGLES °
| S—— 7 = -F‘I.AT qu: . GUTTERS CLEANING
AT S , (Any Average House)
g With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
ng ! M Expires 6/30/20.
HIE = ‘Z CHIMNEY LINER CHIMNEY T
|l |L=  WhyShould I Use A 1 300
: ‘s Chimney Lining System? -
| -l-Protect your house from - ] !
AEAE et roraer M ANY ROOF REPAIR
| = %7 combustibles . ~ ~ of $500 or more
I. i I.Protect lhe masonrv irOm Flre |mpr0\l9d W|thcoupon.CannoEtXt;?rs:rg/t;lg/ez%flvnhanyotheroffer.
| 5wl |} the corrosive by products __Safety Performance
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of combustion E -_r'-*"- =
e Provide a correctly sized ;;;T:,'._Er::- %/ : ¥ E $200 0 F F

flue for optimum Long Term Easy & Effective - ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
~ efficiency of appliance  Preservation leani
L y of app rvati Cleaning « REPAIRS of $800 or more

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires June 30, 2020 &\ With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
y . |1 REP!.ACEME“TS _ Expires 6/30/20.
F ' 1 i X
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The Somerset County Sheriff’s Office, FOP
Lodge 39 and FOP Lodge 89 recently came
together to support the Somerset Regional
Animal Shelter in Bridgewater. Due to the
Coronavirus Pandemic, the shelter has been

SOMERSET COUNTY SHERIFF’S AND FOB
TEAM-UP FOR ANIMAL SHELTER DONATION

facing hard times, with limited resources. On
Wednesday, April 22nd, the officers personally
delivered multiple bags of food, as well as $620
cash to help take care of the sheltered animals
awaiting adoption.

memorvies fade away
HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED

TO DIGITAL
FILES & DVD

e Video Tape Transfers

e DVD & Flash Drive Duplication

¢ Audio Cassette to CD

® Reel to Reel Audio to CD

e LP to CD

e High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

¢ Foreign Conversions

Video Production & Editing
Training ¢ Sales * Documentary

& VIDEO DATA SERVICES™ Y

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com

908-964-4004

406 Chestnut St.  Union, NJ 07083
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ROOFING & MASONRY

Eeie “en EXPERTS
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e T GUTTER CLEANING:
1 e = 'STARTING AT $65'

1
I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 |
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 1
1 Expires 7-10-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons. 1

1 5% SENIOR CITIZEN
| OFF  DISCOUNT

1 MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
I  With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
I  Expires 7-10-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$250-$350

. ANY CHIMNEY JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7-10-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.
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MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7-10-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

NEW_STEP.S - -. s
$ OFF ANY NEW
0 PREFERRED 80 ROOF JOB

1

1

' !

I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 |

<] CONTRACTOR : :
wll

With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7-10-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$350-$450

LFHHJ;_ ANY ROOF REPAIR

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529 : iz |
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RENNA MEDIA
NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
135,000
NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Sy, Gillehia
H'E'qtm

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
info@ rennamedia.com
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GUIDE RIGHT PROGRAM LEADS LOCAL KAPPA LEAGUERS T0
NORTHEASTERN PROVINCE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Submitted by Willie Vick

In February 2020, high school male students
of the PAC Kappa League from North Plainfield,
Plainfield, and Colonia joined 350+ other
Northeast Region high school young men from
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Delaware at the
2020 Northeastern Province Kappa League
Leadership  Conference at  Westchester
Community College, Vallahalla, NY. The themed
"Educating & Training for Leadership" Guide
Right Conference highlighted seminars in
academic excellence, STEM/digital literacy and
coding, dining/grooming etiquette, health and
wellness, financial literacy, mental health, and
police relations.

The conference featured Keynote Speaker
Billionaire Entrepreneur Michael V. Roberts, JD,
author of his book series “Action Has No Season:
Strategies and Secrets to Gaining Wealth and

Authority” and Royce Russell, Esq.,who
specializes in Criminal Defense, False
Arrest/Police Brutality, Immigration, Contracts,
Employment Law and Trademark, author of his
book “Cardiac Arrest”. Both men were huge
supporters of all the potential, goals, and
achievements in each young participant. Many of
the young Kappa League students were glad to
have attended the conference and expressed their
appreciation for an eye-opening experience.

The Guide Right Kappa League Program
provides leadership skills and assistance to male
youth as they transition in and out of high school.
It is a year-round high school program for
incoming Fall 9th through 12th grade boys,
dedicated to the educational and occupational
guidance of young men, primarily inspirational
and informational in character.

Guide Right is the national community service
and mentoring program of Kappa Alpha Psi

(above) At the 2020 Northeastern Province Kappa League Leadership Conference, participants
learned leadership skills and attended seminars in academic excellence, STEM/digital literacy and
coding, dining/grooming etiquette, health and wellness, financial literacy, mental health,
and polic relations.

(above) High school male students of the PAC Kappa League from North Plainfield, Plainfield,
and Colonia joined 350+ other Northeast Region high school young men at the 2020
Northeastern Province Kappa League Leadership Conference.

Fraternity, Inc. Since its inception, the objective
of Guide Right is to provide leadership and
assistance to the youth of the communities it
serves.

For more information about PAC Kappa
League, visit pacnupes.com/pac-kappa-league.
Follow PAC Kappa League on Instagram
@pacnjkappaleague = and  Facebook  at
pacnjkappaleague.

COUNTY CENSUS HOST
WINTERFEST 2020

After having a great time at the last Winterfest,
the Somerset County Census 2020 and North
Plainfield High School decided to team up again
to present Winterfest 2020. This free family fun
winter carnival was held on Saturday, February
22 at North Plainfield High School, and was open
to all community members.

Games and activities were provided for
children, including an Arts & Crafts section, face
painting, a DJ, and free pizza. The day also
included information about Census 2020, as well
as job opportunities, and chances to connect with
community resources.

Photos from this and other events can
be found online at rennamedia.com
and on The Pride of North Plainfield
page on facebook.com
Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and
“Share.”
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! () 855.624.6655
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.1"|ndﬂn:. & Doors

Kiitchens & Baths 1

HOME REMODELING GROUP
ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS
! KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

¥ Docks & Porches

NIDCA |3VHO7755300

. As;'.f.En ON
2 GEORGE
L "r‘!::l[__!i'ulﬁi
RESCUE

Low Monthly
Payment Plans

BASEMENTS $295
DECKS/PATIOS 5139
PORCHES/STEPS $105

BATHROOMS §199

WINDOWYS $209

KITCHENS 5289

ROOFING $249
SIDING 5289

0% Plans Available!

Estimated marthly paymerts
Rares & payments based
on oredit @pprov

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

ITil LoD ®
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com &




