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Loryn O'Brien
Coldwell Banker East 

209 Central Ave
Westfield, NJ

lorynobrien118@gmail.com
908-247-1136

Office: 908-233-5555

DEDICATED
TO RESULTS,
A TRADITION
OF TRUST
Let Me Find

Your Dream Home

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice

. . . and everything in between, WE CAN HELP.

ARNOLD’S
PEST CONTROL

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062
ArnoldsPestControl.com

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

CALL
TODAY!

PROJECT HOME OF CRANFORD LADIES' NIGHT OUT
Submitted by Maggie Feeney

It is time for Project Home of Cranford’s annual Ladies' Night Out. This
year’s event is on Wednesday, March 25, 2020 from 6:30 p.m. to 10:00
p.m. at the Westwood, 438 North Ave in Garwood. 
The evening includes a sit-down dinner with wine, a tricky tray auction

with a large variety of items and an evening of socializing and catching up
with friends. All the profits from this event go to help Cranford Family
Care, a local charity that assists Cranford families in need.
Ladies’ Night Out is a perfect opportunity to catch up with friends, make

new friends and to help a local organization whose mission is to help
Cranford residents who are in danger of losing their homes due to crisis
situations, such as illness or job loss.
Tickets are $50 each (includes dinner and wine) and can be ordered by

sending a check made payable to Project Home of Cranford to: Project
Home of Cranford, PO Box 724, Cranford, NJ 07016. Ticket requests
should be made A.S.A.P. and be sure to include your contact information. 
For over 25 years Project Home of Cranford, a 501(c)3 charity has been

working through Cranford Family Care to keep Cranford families in their
homes. Ladies' Night Out is our largest fundraiser and a popular event that
regularly attracts over 300 women. This can be the perfect opportunity for
merchants to advertise their businesses by donating to the event. 
If you would like to donate goods or services, inquire about the tickets

for Ladies' Night Out, or just find out more about
Project Home and our mission please email us at
projecthomeofcranford@gmail.com, visit us at
projecthomeofcranford.org/ and Like us on
facebook.com/groups/projecthomeofcranford. 

(above) Come enjoy a sit-down dinner with wine, a tricky tray auction with a large variety of items 
and an evening of socializing and catching up with friends with Project Home.

(above) Project Home of Cranford’s annual
Ladies' Night Out will be held on Wednesday,
March 25, 2020, with proceeds donated to

Cranford Family Care.



Cranford Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,500
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every
business and resident in Cranford.

Although great care has been taken to ensure the
information contained within is accurate, Renna Media
assumes no liability for errors or omissions.
© 2018 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.
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Advertise in this 
newspaper

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

9,800 papers
are printed 

monthly 
and mailed 

to every
household 

and business 
in Cranford. 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Non-Emergency Police ..........908-272-2222
Non-Emergency Fire..............908-709-7360
Non-Emergency First Aid......908-272-2222
Administrator .........................908-709-7205
Attorney .................................908-709-7200
Building and Construction.....908-709-7213
Clerk.......................................908-709-7210
Court Administrator ...............908-709-7242
Downtown Business &

Economic Development ....908-709-7208
Library ...................................908-709-7272
Engineer .................................908-709-7219
Health Inspector.....................908-709-7225
Judge ......................................908-709-7242
Prosecutor ..............................908-709-7242
Public Defender .....................908-709-7242
Public Works..........................908-709-7217
Recreation & Parks ................908-709-7283
Recycling ...............................908-709-7217
Registrar.................................908-709-7238
Swim Pool..............................908-709-7260
Tax Assessor...........................908-709-7211
TV 35 .....................................908-709-3995

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Did you or someone you know accomplish

something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your latest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Cranford Monthly your news!

Call: 908-858-4012
Fax: 908-709-0530

Email: editor@rennamedia.com

IRMA MIRANTE PASSES AWAY AT 99
CRANFORD CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 1981

Irma Sammon Mirante, a bibliophile, leader of
volunteer organizations, and 1981 Cranford
Citizen of the Year, passed on February 2, 2020.
Irma Mirante was born April 8, 1921 in

Stamford, Connecticut. She had three sisters,
Molly, Joan and Marsha and one brother, Roger,
all predeceased.
She was the first female editor of the

newspaper at Snyder High School in Jersey City,
NJ (a position she chose over cheerleader) as well
as editor of “The Bandstand,” a Tommy Dorsey

big band newsletter. She graduated from Pace
University, where she studied advertising and
marketing and won the Mademoiselle Magazine
Career Contest, resulting in a job at Franklin
Simon department store in New York. She was
an advertising copywriter and her first reporting
job was obituary writer for a Jersey City
newspaper.
She married “the boy next door”: Princeton

honors grad Albert Mirante (d. 1978.) The couple
lived in Dayton Ohio when he worked with the
Army Air Corps at Wright Field during WWII,
then raised their family in Elizabeth and
Cranford, New Jersey.
Ms. Mirante served as President of the New

Jersey Parliamentarian Association, and was
consulted by numerous organizations on bylaw
revisions. She was a prominent leader of
Women’s Clubs in New Jersey as president and
board member. She was even president of a
society of past Women’s Club presidents.
She introduced the reading sorority Epsilon

Sigma Omicron to New Jersey and set its record
for the most book reviews. During the 1980s-90s
she wrote a book review column for the Cranford
Chronicle. She was Historian of the NJ State
Federation of Women’s Clubs and an honored
member of NJ Press Women’s Club.
Ms. Mirante founded Cranford’s Friends of the

Library in 1978 and was President of the Library
Board. She was named Cranford Citizen of the
Year in 1981 (described as “a leader in every
organization or endeavor in which she has
participated”) and honored as a NJ Woman of
Achievement by Douglass College in 1985.

(above) Irma Sammon Mirante, a bibliophile,
leader of volunteer organizations, and 1981
Cranford Citizen of the Year, passed on

February 2, 2020.

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE IS THE #1 KILLER
IN OUR COUNTRY.  EVALUATING YOUR RISK IS SIMPLE

908-889-1900 • www.fwcnj.com

313 South Ave.
Suite 202

FANWOOD, NJ
------------------------

134 S. Euclid Ave.
WESTFIELD, NJ

A simple insurance covered cardiac/vascular evaluation will not only put your mind at ease 
but can also potentially uncover early stage disease which can most times be easily treated.

GIVE YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY THE GIFT OF LIFE.
Alan L. Kalischer, M.D., F.A.C.C.

Diplomate in Cardiovascular Disease • National Board of Echocardiography
Certification Board of Nuclear Cardiology • Registered Physician in Vascular Interpretation

Follow
us on

Facebook

House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990

“Family care for newborns through 100”



CRANFORD MONTHLY • Page 3 • March 2020

MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION
Family

Owned &
Operated For

16 Years

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERS

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles

• Protect the masonry from
the corrosive by products
of combustion

• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
efficiency of appliance

Fire
Safety

Improved
Performance

Long Term
Preservation

Easy & Effective
Cleaning

Special!CHIMNEY LINER
$1300Why Should I Use A

Chimney Lining System?

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete

$2,600

March Special
Carbon Monoxide 

is invisible,
odorless, 

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection
ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS

FOUNDATIONS

CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS

908-361-6372
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• 20% Senior Discount
• Major Credit Cards
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

Save $900
ON ROOF

REPLACEMENT
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/20.

$400 OFF
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

OF $2000 OR MORE
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/20.

$79.99
GUTTERS CLEANING

(Any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 3/31/20.

$150 OFF
ANY ROOF REPAIR
of $500 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3/31/20.

$200 OFF
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
of $800 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3/31/20.

• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK & BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW 

FUNDATIONS
• REPAIRS
• WATERPROOFING
• 

Save $900
ON ROOF

REPLACEMENT
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/6/20.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires March 31, 2020

BEFORE AFTER

With this ad. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Expires March 31, 2020
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CASA INVITES PUBLIC TO WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON MARCH 11
giving voice to local organizations raising awareness, or highlighting
accomplishments of businesses, residents and all those who share a
community — no matter strength or size — I strive to make a positive
impact on each town’s well-being and economic development.”
Also being honored is Summit’s Sue Adler, CEO of The Sue Adler

Team of Keller Williams in Chatham. Currently ranked 10 worldwide
out of 175,000 Keller Williams agents, Adler focuses on the
community’s train line towns and incorporates an in-house, team-
treatment approach for clients.
Ilyse DiChiara, owner of Green Healthy Living and certified

integrative nutrition, health and wellness coach, will provide the keynote
address. Prior to switching professional course, DiChiara ran her
nationwide trial consulting business, Litigation Support Solutions, for
more than 20 years. Other participants include Summit Mayor Nora
Radest and Westfield Councilwoman Joann Neylan. 
Tickets are available now for the luncheon, which begins at 11:30 a.m.

at the Grand Summit Hotel. Seats are $65; tables of 10 and sponsorships
are available. 
To purchase, log on to casaleadershipluncheon.eventbrite.com. For

luncheon details, contact Alexis at aslade@casaofunioncounty.org.
CASA of Union County recruits, trains, supervises and supports

community volunteers to advocate for abused, neglected and abandoned
children placed in foster homes or residential facilities. There are more
than 500 Union County youth, from birth to age 21, in foster care. With
court-ordered access to a foster child and all parties in their life,
volunteer advocates report findings to the judge so as to ensure best
interests remain a priority, needs are met, and already experienced
trauma is not exacerbated.
Contact Courtney at cgreen@casaofunioncounty.org or 908-293-8136

to learn more about CASA of Union County.

(above) Tina Renna, owner of
Renna Media, publisher of 21

community newspapers including
Cranford Monthly, will be
recognized by CASA at their

Women’s Leadership Luncheon.

Submitted by Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Union County will host

its second annual Women’s Leadership Luncheon on Wednesday, March 11
— the heart of Women’s History Month — to highlight two Union County
women whose contributions positively impact their community.
Among them is Tina Renna, Cranford resident and owner of Renna Media,

publisher of 21 community newspapers including Cranford Monthly.
Renna, who coordinates content for more than 135,000-issues circulated

to towns in Union, Somerset and Morris counties, uses her writing, editing
and photography, she says, “to tell the stories of ordinary people who do
extraordinary things, big or small, that inspire others and their communities.
Whether reporting news from town departments, schools and libraries,

(above) Sue Adler, Summit resident
and CEO of The Sue Adler Team of
Keller Williams in Chatham, will
be recognized by CASA at their

Women’s Leadership Luncheon on
Wednesday, March 11.
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COUNTY COLLEGE TEAM CHOSEN FOR PRESTIGIOUS NASA CHALLENGE
Submitted by Nicole Torella

Union County College is proud to announce
that a team of four engineering students have
been chosen to participate in NASA’s Micro-G
Next Challenge Artemis Program. Union’s team
is one of only two community colleges selected
to compete in this category, which has a total of
20 teams, and includes teams from universities
such as Cornell, Columbia, University of Texas,
Ohio State, University of Alabama, University
of Nebraska, and Arizona State.
Union’s team is comprised of four students:

Michael Kirkland of Westfield, Bruce Aranda of
Elizabeth, Dmytro Govdan of Summit, and
Antonio Mena of Cranford. Our students
submitted a proposal for the Lunar Sample
Coring Drill competition which if chosen, will
be used on the Artemis mission to drill samples
from the moon’s surface. 
The young men on our team are now in the

process of building their drill which will be
tested at NASA’s Neutral Buoyancy Lab (NBL)
at the Sonny Carter Training Facility near the
Johnson Space Center in Houston, TX. The
NBL is the large pool where astronauts train for
future missions. 
“For engineering students interested in

working for NASA, this is the experience of a
lifetime, and we are so proud of our students for
being chosen for this competition,” stated Union
County College President Dr. Margaret M.

McMenamin. “I thank the leadership in our
engineering faculty for the guidance and
instruction they’ve provided to assist our
students with achieving their goal of building an
effective coring drill.”
Union County College Associate Professor of

Physics/Engineering Nicholas Gilbert is serving

(above, l-r) Union County College students Antonio Mena, Bruce Aranda, Dmytro Govdan, and
Michael Kirkland in a lab at the College’s Cranford campus.

as the Head Coach to the team. Associate
Professior of Engineering Jennifer Ebert serves
as the research and technical advisor to the
team.
Please consider supporting the fundraising

campaign to send Union County College’s team
to NASA this spring: ucc.edu/ucc2nasa.
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7
EMERGENCY

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 4-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF
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MARCH FAMILY EVENTS AT

THE CRANFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Join the Cranford Public Library for its 3rd

Annual Picture Book Palooza! Picture book
authors will be sharing books and crafts with
children ages 4-8 and their families. The event
will be held on Saturday, March 14 at 10:00 a.m.
in the Cranford Community Center. This event is
perfect for budding authors, illustrators, and any
children who love a good story! Books will be on
hand for purchase and autographing, registration
is not required.
The Cranford Public Library will continue its

current story time session through April 2. The
library has weekly offerings for children ranging
from 3 months of age up to age five! All story
times meet at 10:15 a.m. Babies ages 13-23
months of age can join us for Baby Story Time
every Monday morning. Preschoolers ages 3-5
are welcome to join us for 3-4-5 Story Time
every Tuesday morning, and children ages 3-12
months old can join us on Wednesday mornings.
2-year-olds are invited to Toddler Story Time on
Thursday mornings. No registration is required,
but we ask that participants arrive on time as
space is limited and we may be unable to
accommodate latecomers.
New Jersey Makers Day is a statewide

celebration of making and maker culture that
takes place every March in the Garden State. This
is the Cranford Public Library’s 5th year
participating, and it’s going to be the best Makers
Day yet! Children of all ages are invited to join

us on Saturday, March 23 from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. as we tinker, play, and learn. We’ll be
running some afternoon workshops, visit the
library’s calendar at cranfordlibrary.org/calendar/
for a complete list of activities. 
Students in grades 3-6 are invited to a

woodworking workshop with Maplewoodshop
on Tuesday, March 24 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. No
previous woodworking experience is necessary.
Attendees will create and take home a keepsake
box. This program is sponsored by a donation
from the Ralph Errington Foundation and is open
to Cranford residents only, registration is required
and can be done online by visiting
eventbrite.com/e/maplewoodshop-grades-3-6-
with-an-adult-caregiver-tickets-93517361947.
Independent readers are invited to hone their

skills by reading to therapy dogs at the Cranford
Public Library’s “Paws for Reading” program.
We'll be joined by certified therapy dogs on
Tuesday, March 10, April 14, and May 12 from
6:30-7:30 p.m. Registration is required and
begins two weeks before each program, call or
stop by the library to reserve a spot.
Students in grades 4-6 are invited to join us

for a fun series, called Unquiet Library, which
meets on Wednesday afternoons this spring.
We’ll press our own buttons, create robots, play
with a green screen, and much more! 
Join us on March 11, March 25, April 8, 
and April 22 from 4-5:00 p.m.

UPCOMING READERS
FORUM BOOK CLUB

The popular Readers Forum book club meets
monthly in the Cranford Public Library. New
members are always welcome. Sessions are on
Monday at 7:00 p.m. in the Fridlington Room.
Questions? Call the Reference Desk at 908-709-
7272, or email library@cranfordnj.org. The
library can’t guarantee a copy of each book for
every participant, but every effort will be made
to obtain multiple copies. 
Upcoming dates and titles:

MARCH 23 - WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING.
DELIA OWENS (2018)
In a quiet town in the North Carolina coast a

young woman who survived alone in the wild
becomes a murder suspect.
APRIL 27, 2020 - THE LOST GIRLS OF PARIS.
PAM JENOFF (2019)
A remarkable story of friendship and courage

centered around three women and a ring of
female secret agents during World War II.
MAY 18 - PRAIRIE FIRES: THE AMERICAN
DREAMS OF LAURA INGALLS WILDER. CAROLINE
FRASER. (2018)
An elegant portrait describes how Wilder

adapted her life into a tale of self-reliance and
perseverance.
JUNE 22 - THE TATTOOIST OF AUSCHWITZ.
HEATHER MORRIS (2018)
An extraordinary tale of a concentration camp

detainee who was forced to tattoo numbers onto
the arms of thousands of incoming prisoners.
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Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Cell: 908-787-5990
For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi | twitter @homeswestfield

©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

102 Golf Edge, Westfield
Offered at $2,750,000

10 Kimball Circle, Westfield
Offered at $2,500,000

950 Minisink Way, Westfield
Offered at $2,100,000

820 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,550,000

110 Wychwood Road, Westfield
Offered at $1,395,000

1115 Summit Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,245,000

725 Shadowlawn Drive, Westfield
Offered at $1,095,000

233 Elizabeth Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,095,000

111 Ayliffe Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $999,900

849 Bradford Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $899,900

111 Prospect Street 3D, Westfield
Offered at $774,900

710 Girard Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $765,000

351 Raccoon Hollow, Mountainside
Offered at $549,000

6 Blake Avenue, Cranford
Offered at $450,000

1410 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains
Offered at $450,000

3 & 5 Heritage Lane, Scotch Plains
Offered at $650,000 & $550,000
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Monday
11:30 am – 10 pm

Tuesday & Thursday
11:30 am – 11 pm
Friday & Saturday

11:30 am – 12:30 am
Sunday & Holidays
12:30 pm – 11 pm

Lun Wah
Restaurant & Tiki Bar

Chinese & Polynesian
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

908-245-0656
587 Raritan Road • Roselle, NJ
(Corner of Wood Ave. and Raritan Rd.)

$10 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

OF $50 OR MORE
Can’t be combined with any other offer. Dine in only. 
Not valid with show or special events. Exp.3/31/20.

Hawaiian Luau Tribute to Elvis
Featuring internationally acclaimed 

Elvis tribute artist Jim Barone

TUE: MAR 31
Dinner seating begins at 6:30 PM
Show starts at 7:30 PM.

Also Tuesday:
MAY 12

Table seats $25, Booth seats $20; includes show and first drink. 
Mixed seating. Call 908-245-0656 for reservations.

Reservations with ticket purchase only. Call now! Only 50 seats per show available.

$6 LUNCH MENU

Gyros
Eggs
Sloppy Joes
Egg Wraps
Burgers
Panni’s
Sandwiches
Pancakes
French Toast

Waffles
Pita Pockets
Omelets
Burgers
Soups
Nachos
Quesadillas
Salads
Deserts

We Deliver Open 7 Days
908-623-6265 • 491 Boulevard, Kenilworth

Serving Mexican-American infused food
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Polish-American style Pierogi
& specialty food items. 

Hot, Fresh 
or Frozen!

- Takeout and delivery Only -

Call or check social media
for hours:

@wheelie_good_pierogi

1580 Irving Street • Rahway, NJ

CALLING ST. MICHAEL’S
1972 GRADUATES

The St. Michael Class of 1972 will be holding
an informal reunion on Monday, March 9, 2020
at 7 p.m. at Kilkenny House’s backroom.
Hope you, and your guests, can make it! The

reunion will be informal, cash bar, come as you
are. Please pass the word.
Contact Bill Ilaria, 908-591-5719 or Michael

Mason, 908-276-0707. No RSVP necessary.

(908) 202-1702 CELL
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE
elizabeth.bataille@coldwellbankermoves.com

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

SAMARITAN SANDWICH-MAKING EVENT - MAR 15
– Open Doors. The event is open to the whole
community…you do not have to be a member of
the church.
Questions? Send an email to Sue Green

scgreen@aol.com or call her at 908-272-1209.

You are invited to Cranford United Methodist
Church as we help feed families in need. We are
making sandwiches for St. Joseph's Social
Services Center in Elizabeth. We’ll be gathering
at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, March 15 in the
Education Building of the Cranford United
Methodist Church.
Join us and bring your children and

grandchildren. We will have some bread and cold
cuts available, but please feel free to bring some
as well. Some suggestions for sandwiches: ham
and cheese, turkey, chicken, roast beef, peanut
butter and jelly, etc.  
Additional tips: bring disposable gloves,

baggies and extra bread – we ran out quickly at
the last event.
All are welcome at the Cranford United

Methodist Church – Open Hearts – Open Minds

GARDENING TO ATTRACT NATIVE POLLINATORS
Submitted by Jenna Doscher

Please join the Hanson Park Conservancy on
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Cranford Community Center for the presentation,
“Gardening to Attract Native Pollinators” with
Virginia Lamb. Come learn how you can attract
and foster native pollinator populations in your
community through plant selection and organic
gardening methods.
Native pollinators such as butterflies, bees and

hummingbirds are vital to maintaining diverse,
resilient ecosystems and play a critically
important role in agricultural and horticultural
plant (and food) production. They also help
produce beautiful gardens, as well as increase our
enjoyment of natural spaces.
Populations of managed and native bees,

especially honey bees, are in a state of decline
across North America, due to a variety of factors
including varroa mite infestations, Colony
Collapse Disorder (CCD) and the use of

insecticides. Creating a pollinator habitat locally
is an important way to address this critical
conservation issue while adding beauty to your
garden and landscape. For those interested in
learning more there will be information available
on the best resources.
Virginia Lamb of Groundwork Education and

Consulting has been teaching adults and children
about environmental issues and gardening for
over 25 years. She has a BS in environmental
science and an MS in soil science. She lives with
her family in Maplewood, NJ.
The Cranford Community Center is located at

220 Walnut Ave. in Cranford, NJ. The program is
free and open to the public. No registration is
required, but seating is available on a first-come,
first-serve basis.
This presentation is sponsored by the Hanson

Park Conservancy. To learn more, please visit our
website, hansonparkconservancy.com or like us
on Facebook.
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THE EXCEPTIONAL LIFE OF DR. DEBORAH CANNON PARTRIDGE WOLFE
Submitted by Jean Kreiling, Cranford Historical Society

for granted. They often could not join clubs,
participate in athletic activities, stay at hotels, eat
at restaurants, get loans from banks or even sit
where they wanted in theaters or trains. As a
result, the Black church made every effort to help
its people by duplicating services of the larger
community from which they had been excluded.
In interviews, Wolfe and her mother Mrs.

Gertrude Cannon Moody discussed the church's
activities.  They said on Sunday afternoons and
after Wednesday prayer meetings, their home was
opened to children so they could play and
socialize. All kinds of parlor games were played
and the tablecloth was taken off the dining room
table so that ping pong could be enjoyed.
Refreshments were always served and there was
singing around the piano. At the church on other
days there was a dramatic club, social club
meetings, dress-up events and different clubs that
helped children to learn skills and practice
manners. There was also a church bus to take
people to picnics, hikes, skating parties and
different affairs. To help children understand the
effects of smoking and drinking, Mrs. Cannon
created scientific demonstrations and she asked
them to join a children's temperance club and
sign a pledge that they would never smoke or
drink.
Help was also available to adults. If a man or

woman never had the chance to go to school, the
Cannons would teach them how to read and
write. Reverend Cannon encouraged his
congregation to buy their own homes so they
could become independent. He also urged them
to buy homes on different streets so that
neighbors would interact and people would get
to know and respect each other. (Wolfe would
later say that the reason there was no de facto
segregation in Cranford was because it had no
ghetto.)  But home ownership was difficult. The
men could not get good-paying jobs and were
forced to take landscaping and other part-time
manual work. The women mostly had to do
domestic work. These things didn't change until
a can factory opened in Kenilworth that began to
employ Blacks. 
Cranford's schools, K-12, which Wolfe

attended were desegregated. This was not true of
the schools in southern New Jersey and even in
many northern cities. Princeton, for example, did
not desegregate its schools until 1948. Wolfe
always praised the education she received in
Cranford, but she also recounted some incidents
of prejudice. She said she had been put back a
year when she returned to grade school after
recuperating from chicken pox. When Mrs.
Cannon learned that this had happened to all of
the Black children, but to none of the Whites, she
complained to the principal and Deborah was
returned to her class. In high school, when she
wanted to learn how to play tennis, Wolfe found
that Blacks were not allowed on the town's
courts. To help children like her, Reverend Allen
who was then the pastor of the First Baptist
Church, had a tennis court built on the church
grounds. An incident that was especially painful
to her occurred when Wolfe discovered that she
had not been included in the photograph of the
National Honor Society in her high school
yearbook. After pointing out to the principal that
she had always been on the honor roll and had
better grades than some of her classmates in the
photo, she was initiated into the society.
In 1933, Wolfe graduated from Cranford High

At birth, she was named Olive Deborah Juanita
Cannon. Later she was known as Deborah and
still later, because she was married twice, her
name became Deborah Cannon Partridge Wolfe.
She was born in Cranford on December 22, 1916
in her family's home at 62 S. Union Avenue. The
house stood on the corner of Lincoln Avenue
across the street from what was then a 9-hole golf
course and is now Lincoln Park. At the time, the
population of Cranford was about 3,000.
Wolfe was the youngest child of the Reverend

David Wadsworth Cannon, a graduate of
Princeton Seminary and his wife Gertrude
Moody Cannon, a graduate of Evangel
Theological College. Reverend Cannon was the
pastor of the First Baptist Church on High Street
and his wife was the principal of the Rice
Memorial School in New Brunswick. Education
was of the utmost importance to the Cannons and
even though they were poor, there were always
plenty of books in the house. Deborah had two
siblings, a brother David and a sister Mary. They
were all exceptional students and when they
graduated from Cranford High School, each of
them went on to earn a doctorate. This was quite
unusual at a time when few Blacks went to
college.
Reverend Cannon had been called to serve at

the First Baptist Church in 1911. When he and
his wife arrived in Cranford, they found that the
church had no parsonage. They had to search for
a long time before they were able to find a home
to buy. Wolfe loved this home and while her
career took her to many places, she always
returned to it and lived in it until she had to move
to a retirement community.
The Cannons were hard working, innovative

and forward thinking. These were important
qualities at a time when the Black church had to
take care of many of the social, in addition to the
religious, needs of its congregation. During the
long period between the Civil War and the civil
rights movement, institutional racism not only
kept African-Americans out of housing and good
paying jobs, but it also prevented them from
doing many of the things which other people took
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(above, l-r) Dr. Deborah Cannon Partridge
Wolfe and Dr. Wolfe's father Rev. David

Wadsworth Cannon, he was a chaplain during
World War I.
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School and enrolled at Jersey State College. To
afford books and tuition, she tutored, gave piano
lessons, did secretarial work and was hired by the
Works Progress Administration (WPA) to be both
the principal and a teacher at a night school for
adults at Lincoln School. 
Mrs. Cannon told her that the National Council

of Churches was looking for someone to teach
the children of migrant workers in Maryland.
These children had come to her attention during
her travels to different towns to address classes
about the dangers of smoking and drinking.
Wolfe subsequently spent two summers teaching
and doing community work with these children
and their families. This experience affected her
deeply and altered her thinking about education.
Wolfe was shocked to discover that the

children could not understand what she trying to
teach them. Never having been allowed to attend
either the local schools or the churches, they had
no experience beyond the crowded hovels in
which they lived and had no idea what she was
talking about when she mentioned goals and
aspirations. From this Wolfe discovered the
importance of understanding the backgrounds
and beliefs of children in order to provide them
with educational materials they could relate to
and thereby begin to learn.
When Wolfe needed to do her student teaching,

despite her superior grades, Cranford rejected her.
She then turned to Westfield which accepted her.
After graduating from college in 1937 she
enrolled at Teachers College Columbia
University and received a master's degree. She
then applied for a teaching job in Cranford.
Unsuccessful, she applied to other schools
throughout New Jersey, but none would hire her.
It was a time when the only jobs African-
American teachers could get were in the Black
schools in southern New Jersey. 
Mabel Carney, Wolfe's Columbia professor

suggested that she apply to Tuskegee Institute in
Alabama.  Carney wrote a letter of
recommendation citing Wolfe's exceptional
abilities and Tuskegee offered her a position on
the faculty. Tuskegee quickly recognized Wolfe's

talents and appointed her to be the head of both
its education and graduate studies departments.
In 1940, Wolfe married Henry Roy Partridge a
Tuskegee professor. While her husband was away
at war, she returned to Teachers College and in
1945 earned a doctorate in education. She then
went back to Tuskegee and in 1947 gave birth to
a son who was named after his father. Divorced
in 1950, she returned to New Jersey and in 1951
she became an assistant professor of education at
Queens College where she was the first African-
American member of the faculty. Unable to get
affordable housing near the college because of a
no-Blacks policy, she stayed in Cranford and
commuted two or three hours each way to
Queens. In 1959, she married Estemore A. Wolfe,
a teacher and businessman. This marriage ended
in divorce in 1966.
Wolfe wrote articles on education, traveled

extensively, lectured throughout the country and
was active in many organizations devoted to
education and civil rights. As her reputation grew,
she came to the attention of Washington. In 1963,
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. asked
her to become the Chief of Education of his
powerful Education and Labor Committee. After
taking a leave of absence from Queens College,
she went to Washington where she embarked on
one of the most important tasks of her life which
was to help to craft and move the Civil Rights
Bill through Congress.  
After 3 1/2 years in Washington she decided it

was time to return to her professorship at Queens
College and to resume her life in Cranford with
her son. He was in his senior year at Cranford
High School and she wanted to spend time with
him. In 1970, Wolfe was the first African-
American woman to be ordained by the American
Baptist Association. In 1975, she became the
associate pastor of Cranford's First Baptist
Church where her father had been the pastor. Her
life had now come full circle. "I stand where Papa
stood," she said.   
Wolfe retired from Queens College in 1986,

but continued to be active on many fronts. She
served on the New Jersey Board of Higher (above) Dr. Wolfe was on the grandstand with

Dr. King during his "I have a dream" speech.

(above) First Baptist Church of Cranford

CANNON PARTRIDGE WOLFE (continued)
Education and was unanimously elected its chair
in 1987. She also served on the Executive
Committee of the United Nations Committee of
Non-Governmental Representatives. Her
accomplishments were so many that by the time
she died in 2004, she had received 26 honorary
doctorates.
This article was originally published in the

Cranford Historical Society's Spring 2016
newsletter, The Mill Wheel. It has been edited for
publication here.
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CRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL DEDICATES DR. DEBORAH CANNON PARTRIDGE
WOLFE LIBRARY AND LEARNING COMMONS

Submitted by Jean Kreiling, Cranford Historical Society
On February 6, 2020 to the joyful strains of

music played by the Cranford High School Jazz
Group, visitors streamed into the newly named
Dr. Deborah Cannon Partridge Wolfe Library and
Learning Commons. They had come to celebrate
the life of a remarkable Cranford woman who
though she had been honored by many others had
been overlooked by her hometown.
After a warm welcome by Principal Mark

Cantagallo, Dr. Scott Rubin the Superintendent
of Schools described how a year and a half earlier
he had discovered Dr. Wolfe. "We want to tell
you about the most famous person you never
heard of," his visitors Pat Pavlak, Jean Kreiling
and Betty Crawley had announced. To illustrate
their meaning, they unfolded a trifold that told
the story of an amazing educator named Dr.
Deborah Cannon Partridge Wolfe.
Two of Dr. Wolfe's grandchildren, Dr. Damani

Partridge and Juliana Truesdale spoke movingly
about "nana" and recalled how she had
influenced their lives.  
At the end of her speech, Juliana Truesdale

said, "In my nana's honor, I ask you - what is
your dream? What is the legacy you will leave?
What do you believe in with such conviction
that it does not matter if not one person in the
room looks or thinks or acts like you? What
challenges will you accept? What ways will you
make out of no way?

"And once you've made it, who will you
invite to join you? Will it be people who look
and think and act like you, or will you purposely
create spaces where difference is celebrated, and
where inclusion is the norm? Will you follow the
status quo, or will you create something
extraordinary?
"If she were here in person, she'd challenge

Dr. Wolfe's granddaughter Juliana Truesdale

(above) Principal Mark Cantagallo thanked
everyone who had made the event a success
including the Cranford Historical Society for

giving the library a plaque to commemorate the
renaming of the library.

(above) Student speakers Paige  Carbone, Cameron Matheson and
Jaden Johnson-Feggans gave wonderful talks about Dr. Wolfe's life and
how it had inspired them. Other speakers included Ms. Myrtle Counts,
the president of the local chapter of the NAACP and Reverend Alfred

Brown, Jr. who gave personal remembrances.

(above) Betty Crawley, Jean Kreiling, Dr. H. Roy Partridge, the son of Dr.
Wolfe and Pat Pavlak. Betty Crawley was a friend of Dr. Wolfe. Jean

Kreiling and Pat Pavlak are trustees of the Cranford Historical Society.

you to live a life so full, so anchored in service,
that your name is the type of name that belongs
on buildings, too."
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CRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WIN MULTIPLE AWARDS
AT STATE THEATER COMPETITION

Place, Character Analysis and 1st Place,
Pantomime Solo),  Lee & Ryan Rosenthal (1st
Place, Pantomime Pairs) and Sarah Kudron (Best
Stage Manager).  Additional nods went to Dan
Klimko and Bella Lijoi (2rd Place, Best Actor
and Actress in the State) and Viviana Beckford
and Diego Colon (3rd Place, Comedic Pairs).
Numerous students were also finalists in the

following categories: Chloe LaSalle and Mairead
Young (Dramatic Pairs), Autumn Clarke and
Katie Malanka (Improvisation), Molly O’Shea
(Dramatic Monologue), Dan Klimko and
Sullivan Grace (Musical Pairs) and Bailey Croft
(Musical Solo).
“The students worked hard and should be

proud of their accomplishments this year. As
always, I'm humbled to have such dedicated
performers who are so passionate about theatre,”
stated David Marconi, teacher of acting, technical
theater, and film at Cranford High School.
“While recognition for achievement is always
welcome, the true beauty of the day was watching
the students network and enjoy the company of
the theatre students from across New Jersey.”
“Our acting students continue to represent

Cranford High School with professionalism and
skill. We are proud of their hard work, their
artistry, and all their accomplishments,” added
Anthony J. Rafaniello, Supervisor of Fine &
Performing Arts at Cranford Public Schools. “

Submitted by Pam Rosenthal
Students from Cranford High School (CHS)

Theater Department recently won multiple state
awards, including first place, at the annual state
theatre competition sponsored by the Speech and
Theatre Association of New Jersey (STANJ), in
association with the NJ Governor’s Awards in Art
Education. This year’s event brought together
over 600 students from across New Jersey
competing in individual, paired and team
categories in the performing arts.
Top award winners for Cranford included team

ensemble Dan Klimko, Max Wisnefski, Bella
Lijoi, Sullivan Grace, and Chloe LaSalle (1st
Place, Scene from Trophies),  Lee Rosenthal (1st

(above) CHS theater students turn in award-winning performances at the January 2020 STANJ competition.
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ACADEMY OF CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES
ENROLLING FOR MARCH-APRIL CLASSES

which they will get the most benefit."
Sebastian Ruiz has been attending ACE for

four years, steadily increasing his classes each
semester. He works six days a week at Nautica at
the Jersey Gardens Mall but was bored at home
when not working. He said he enjoys attending
ACE because it keeps his mind active.
“I like to learn and I like to meet new people,”

he said.
Last semester Ruiz switched from math and

reading into jewelry and merchandising and card-
making, and now has added career and financial
literacy, theater and self-understanding, bringing
his classes to six spread over five days. 
“Math and reading are so quiet and calm,” he

said. “Jewelry and card-making are fun and they
make money.”
Ruiz also aspires for a more challenging job

and hopes self-understanding will help him get a
new position somewhere.
“(Career class) helps people get jobs, like what

to wear and what not to do in an interview,” he
said.
“Sebastian is a perfect example of the

flexibility of our program and the ability for our
students to tailor their classes to their personal
interests,” Morris-Marano said. 
Whenever possible, ACE curricula are

developed in accordance with the New Jersey
Department of Education (NJDOE) guidelines,
implementing Core Curriculum Content
Standards and aligned with the most current

information offered by the NJDOE, according to
Morris-Marano. The ACE Program is approved
by the New Jersey Division of Developmental
Disabilities for Day Habilitation through the
department's Supports Program.
For more information, Morris-Marano can be

reached at 908-354-3040, ext. 4671. Due to
growth, ACE now has an additional director of
educational services, Stacy Marshall, who can be
reached at ext. 4315.
For a course catalog, visit the ACE website at

caunj.org/what-we-do/day-program/academy-
for-continuing-education.

The Academy of Continuing Education
(ACE), located in Cranford, NJ, is accepting
applications for its March 2-April 24 semester.
ACE offers adults with developmental or
physical disabilities the opportunity to pursue
continuing education as an alternative to
traditional day programs.
"Adults with disabilities who have graduated

from the public school system or specialized
schools often have limited choices when planning
their future," said Robin Morris-Marano, ACE
director of educational services. "Their options
often are limited to generic day programs that do
not offer the intellectual stimulation and growth
provided by our academy. Our program also is
ideal for older adults with disabilities who wish
to sharpen previously learned skills."
ACE’s course offerings for the upcoming

semester include math, reading and creative
writing, explore your world through science,
jewelry design and merchandising, visual arts and
crafts, musical expression, theatre and
performance, time traveler (history), career and
financial literacy, media production, card-making
and self-understanding/peer leadership.
Based on their interests, students may take as

many or as few classes as they choose.
"ACE differs from a traditional day program,

where the attendee's day is planned for them,"
Morris-Marano said. "We work with our students
and their families to help them select the classes
that will bring them the most enjoyment and from

(above) Sebastian Ruiz shows off some of the
jewelry being made in his jewelry design and

merchandising class at the Academy of
Continuing Education for adults with

disabilities.
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CARRIE JACKSON & THE JAZZIN’ ALL STARS TO PERFORM 
AT NORTHERN NEW JERSEY’S MOST INTIMATE COFFEEHOUSE

victims of domestic violence through arts
therapy.
ABOUT SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFÉ
Dedication best defines the Salem Roadhouse

Café: dedication to excellent music and
dedication to the community. Now in its twelfth
year, The Salem Roadhouse Café reaffirms its
commitment to both.
Started in 2008 by members of Townley

Presbyterian Church with a grant from the
Presbytery of Elizabeth, the Roadhouse Café
continues to operate as a non-profit that raises
funds for several carefully chosen local charities.
That may be its social mission… but the
Roadhouse Café is and has been a solid
performance venue beloved by the musicians
who play there because of its special intimacy
with the audience.
CHURCH MUSIC, IT’S NOT
The Roadhouse Café has always offered its

stage to local and independent main stream
musicians. It’s a clean, safe place for people who
enjoy listening to live music, in a world of clubs
and bars. Jazz, rock, folk and other groups have
performed. During the past eleven years well
over 120 different entertainers have appeared.
Local fine artists also display their works.
COMMUNITY ORIENTATION
The Salem Roadhouse Café has raised funds

for many carefully chosen charities. They
include: The Presbytery of Elizabeth E-port
Center, Center For Hope Hospice, Community

Food Bank, Monarch Housing, Angel Paws
Animal Rescue, National MS Society, Haiti
Disaster Relief, Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief,
The Union County YWCA Domestic Violence
Program, Making It Possible To End
Homelessness, Camp Johnsonburg, The Music
Institute, and others. Thousands of dollars have
been raised for these deserving charities.
The musicians who play the Roadhouse often

ask to return as soon as possible. The Roadhouse
has given them a place with a beautiful stage,
good acoustics, a live, attentive audience, and a
sound system that is first class. Live, active stage
lighting enhances the shows.
The Salem Roadhouse Café often features

many of the performers who have graced the
stage in the past, as well as brings talent that is
new to the Café stage. The current season is
benefitting Family Promise Union County –
Building Communities-Strengthening Lives.
Admission includes the show, snacks,

beverages and dessert.
Union 34TV records the shows for broadcast

— so check out past shows on cable TV34. See
the Roadhouse on Union TV Channel 34’s
“Union After Dark” nightly music series.
The Salem Roadhouse Café is located at  829

Salem Road, Union, NJ. Visit online at
roadhousecafe.org or
facebook.com/roadhousecafe.
Phone: 1-908-687-1028 (leave a message and

a return number).

The Salem Roadhouse Café proudly presents
Carrie Jackson, performing on Saturday, March
14, 2020.
Ms. Jackson is a New York/New Jersey based

jazz vocal stylist who performs worldwide for
festivals, clubs, concert tours and clinics, both as
a soloist or with her Jazzin' All Star Band. It’s
been said of their work, “A true ensemble
performance...every tune is a musical
collaboration...effortless, natural and unscripted."
Carrie is considered one of the most consistently
interesting singers in the metropolitan area, and
is one of the top jazz artists around today
providing classical performances in jazz
favorites, soulful sultry pop, blues and poignant
mellow gospel. She combines jazz originals,
standards, pop/blues tunes, and open
improvisation in an adventurous, genre-bending
style that's inspirational and original; a singer
with a Sound! Carrie Jackson & Her Jazzin' All
Star Ensemble swing and perform the music of
"Duke" Ellington, Count Basie, Lionel Hampton,
Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong, Miles Davis, John
Coltrane, Dizzy Gillespie, and musical selections
songs from the Great American Song Book.
Carrie has performed often at the Salem
Roadhouse Café, bringing a loyal, appreciative
audience with her every time.
Original artwork will be on display for all to

enjoy and purchase.
Fans won’t want to miss this live, up front and

personal show.
All ages are welcome. It's a wholesome show,

so bring the entire family!
Doors open 7:30 p.m. The show starts at 8:00

p.m. Admission is $20.00
Plan now for an evening of great music in

Northern New Jersey’s Most Intimate
Coffeehouse™.
Proceeds will help YWCA Union County

Domestic Violence PALS Program, Peace-A
Learned Solution, helping children who are
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properties. It can fit through a 40” gate. Make no mistake, this Excavator is a powerful machine. I also have a
Kubota BX25D. No job is too small. Below are just some examples of what these machines can do. 

FIVE STEP PROGRAM
IS ALL YOU NEED

FOR A BEAUTIFUL LAWN
Sign up for Sweet Briar Lawns 5 Step Program for 

a green season and planet. Our program is much safer 
than Scotts 4 step program and the best deal in town.

Also ask about my specific cutting schedule for those 
who have landscapers or do it your selfers. 

I also provide referrals for lawn cutters who do it right.
Sweet Briar Lawns, LLC is Licensed 

& Fully Insured to apply pesticides (Pest #99894A).

• Privacy hedges. Nobody beats my price. 
King of the green giant arborvitae hedge 
(I do not mark up...my price is your price 
on plant material).

• And the best for last, I come with two 
machines. Kubota U-17 Mini Excavator 
with rubber tracks and Kubota BX25D 
with turf tires (minimal damage to property) 

• Planting design. Soft & Hard Scape.
• Above ground pool digs and trenching electrical to code.
• Specializing in working with extra soil from pool digs to create 

a planting (always up to customer suggestions). Working with 
what you have on property combining old with new plants. 

• Drainage, 24-hour service for plumbers or homeowners, 
water and sewer line digs, stumps, land-clearings, grading, 
surface roots & ponds.

COMMUNITY TRAINING TO BE OFFERED AT
IMAGINE, A CENTER FOR COPING WITH LOSS

Submitted by Val Stierhoff
Sadly, children, teens and adults will

experience different losses in life: divorce,
moving, friendships ending, sports injuries or the
death of a friend or family member. Despite these
losses, children, teens and adults can learn how
to cope with loss, and even grow after loss, if
given the right support. How can we best support
grieving people in their homes, communities and
schools? Those who attend this training will
learn: definitions of loss, grief, and mourning;
how children and adults grieve differently; how
grief affects behavior; and ways to support
grieving children, teens and adults. 
Imagine’s “Supporting Children, Teens and

Adults Coping with Loss” is for anyone who
wants to learn how to support someone who is
grieving. While loss due to death will be the
primary focus of this seminar, the concepts that
will be presented are applicable to all types of
loss. It is especially important for parents and
grandparents, teachers, members of community
organizations, coaches, therapists, counselors and
social workers to attend this program. 
Imagine’s Executive Director and Founder,

Mary Robinson says, “The most important thing
a grieving child needs is the active presence of at

least one, preferably more, caring, healthy, and
functional adults in their lives who understand
that when a child has a loss they need support.”
This program will teach you how to be that
presence in the life of grieving youth. 
This program will be held from 6:30 to 8:00

on Thursday, March 12 at 244 Sheffield Street in
Mountainside. CEUs are available for social
workers. A $20 donation is appreciated. Pizza
dinner will be provided at 6:15 and the program
will begin at 6:30. 
Please register by Tuesday, March 10. To

register for the training, please visit
imaginenj.org. For further information contact
Connie Palmer at connie@imaginenj.org or call
908-264-3100
Imagine is a free grief support center for

children age 3-18, young adults 18-30, coping
with loss due to the death of a parent or sibling,
or coping with a family member living with an
illness. Concurrent support is provided for the
parents and guardians of the youth. Imagine is
located in Mountainside, serving all of Union
County and beyond, and in Newark’s South Ward
serving Newark and surrounding towns. For
more information call 908-264-3100 or visit our
website at imaginenj.org.
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@shopanthem shopanthemFollow us!

CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES,
GIFTS + MORE

100 North Union Avenue
Cranford, NJ

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE!OFF

Offer expires 3/31/20. Excludes sale items and S’well bottles.

www.anthemstylegift.com

20% 

MUSICIANS WITH AND WITHOUT DISABILITIES COLLABORATIVE CONCERT
Conservatory program. Kean music majors have
been working with CAU members and ACE
students for several years, helping them learn and
appreciate music and teaching them how to play
instruments. Five years ago they teamed for their
first collaborative concert and the production has
become an annual event.
This year the audience was treated to a

delightful mixture of choral selections, rock tunes
and music from Disney productions. Students
from middle schools in Elizabeth and Roselle
Park also performed. 
“We perform songs that relate to our situation

in life so we can advocate for greater community
integration and how we have abilities that many
people might not think are there,” said
Marguerite Modero, music director at ACE. “We
focus on our abilities, not our disabilities.
For Maurice Stephens, a member of CAU for

11 years, this was his first chance to play bass
guitar on stage in front of a live audience. He
used to play trumpet but took up guitar for the
collaborative concert as a new challenge.
“I wanted to do something more with music,”

Stephens said. “I see a lot of people playing an
instrument. I said, ‘Why not play two?’ I’m
thinking of learning piano next. It makes me feel
good. I feel like I accomplished something and
that’s pleasurable.”
Jessie Gaeta, a CAU member for two years,

also performed for the first time on stage at this
year’s concert. She has been taking singing
lessons at ACE but never took the stage until
Friday.

“It made me feel really good,” she said. “I’d
been singing with my lessons but this was new
for me. I was really excited.”
Gaeta’s favorite song of the evening was

Blitzkrieg Bob by the Ramones, with its catchy
repeated chorus of, “Hey ho, let’s go! Hey ho,
let’s go!”
“I really like singing it,” Gaeta said.
According to Lynn Schraer-Joiner, Kean's

music education coordinator, music is the great
unifier and equalizer. This evening the audience
at Wilkins Theater saw this first-hand. While the
back stage bustle was commonplace, what took
place on stage was very special.
To learn more about CAU, visit caunj.org or

follow the agency on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.
ABOUT COMMUNITY ACCESS UNLIMITED
Community Access Unlimited (CAU),

celebrating its 40th year in 2019, supports people
with special needs in achieving real lives in the
community. CAU gives a voice to adults and
youth who traditionally have little power in
society, assisting its members with housing, life
skills, employment, money management,
socialization and civic activities. CAU also
supports opportunities for advocacy through
training in assertiveness, decision-making and
civil rights. Currently serving more than 5,000
individuals and families, CAU continues to grow
each year. For more information about CAU and
its services, contact us by phone at 908-354-
3040, info@caunj.org or by mail at 80 West
Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.

Submitted by Christopher Reardon
There was a steady bustle back stage at the

Eugene G. Wilkins Theatre for the Performing
Arts at Kean University a half-hour before the
curtain was set to rise. Musicians tuned their
instruments while singers stretched their vocal
cords and performers dabbed on make-up in
bathroom mirrors. 
Yet what was unique about this production was

the performers were a mix of musicians and
singers both with and without disabilities. All
were ready when the curtain rose and lights went
on, shining brightly on the 5th annual
collaborative concert staged by Community
Access Unlimited (CAU), its Academy for
Continuing Education (ACE) and Kean’s Music
Conservatory program. CAU is a Union County-
based, statewide nonprofit that strives to integrate
people with disabilities and at-risk youth into the
general community through comprehensive
supports.
The musicians and singers comprised

members of CAU and ACE, adults with
disabilities, and students of Kean’s Music

(above) Maurice Stephens and Jessie Gaeta
(center), members of Community Access

Unlimited, pose with Lynn Schraer-Joiner (left)
of Kean University’s Music Conservatory
program and CAU’s Marguerite Modero.
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CRANFORD VFW TO HOLD
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

Submitted by Jim DArcy
Cranford VFW Post Commander Col. Andrew

Burns (Ret) has announced that the Post will be
celebrating its 100th anniversary this new year.
A gala event to commemorate the occasion will
be held at the Westwood in Garwood on April 25,
2020, featuring special guest speakers,
entertainment, dinner and an open bar.
“This is truly an historic event for our Post”,

Burns commented. “Since February of 1920, just
after the men and women came home from World
War I, the VFW was formed and has been caring
for Cranford’s veteran community ever since. We
certainly hope that the citizens of our town will
join us for this wonderful celebration”.
Tickets for the event are on sale now and can

be obtained at the Post Home at 479 South
Avenue, Cranford or by emailing event chairman
Jim D’Arcy at jimdrc@verizon.net. Tickets are
priced at $65.00 per person.

The VFW is also selling commemorative T-
shirts and souvenir “challenge” coins to celebrate
the event as well. Those can be purchased at the
Post home. Additionally, a souvenir brochure is
being printed for the event. Business and personal
ads up to a full page are respectfully invited.
Additional information on the brochure ads or on
the event may be obtained by calling the Post at
908-276-9730 or emailing jimdrc@verizon.net.

• Expert Hand Washing Process
• Repair & Restoration Services
• Fully Insured Service
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Sales & Service of 
Oriental Rugs

& Carpets

908-757-7847 (RUGS)
www.HamrahRug.com
210 Court Pl, Plainfield, NJ

Ask us about the proper 
way to store a rug!

CLEANING
SALE!

20% OFF
Pick up & delivery
30% OFF

Cash & Carry
Hurry! Offer Expires 3/31/20. 

Incoming orders only.

KONANTIQUES

WE BUY ANTIQUES
FREE HOUSE CALLS

908-578-7593
We buy entire estates or single items and pay the

highest prices along with friendly, professional service.
Free on-site consultation at your home or business

info@konantiques.com
www.konantiques.com

Located in Summit

Over 20
years of

Experience

FISHING FLEA MARKET
SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2020

9 am to 2 pm 

ST. THOMAS CHURCH HALL
1400 St. Georges Ave, Rahway NJ

*Door Prizes Every Half Hour*
Food and Refreshments, New-Used-Antique
*Tackle Store Blowouts*
"Bluegills to Bluefins"
Fishing and Boating Items

Admission: $4, Kids under 12 - FREE
Info: 732-381-2165

Email: info@fishingfleamarkets.com

RAHWAY’S

25th Year Anniversary
Celebration

SPECIAL GIVEAWAYS!

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall 

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616 
& Plumbing w #8660

COLLEGE WOMEN’S CLUB OF CRANFORD
INVITES YOU TO OUR 3RD ANNUAL SCHOLAR TEA 

ORDERING INFORMATION
(Orders must be received by March 16) 

• Open seating, on first come, first serve basis,
for orders of 7 tickets or less.

• Reserved seating only available for full table
purchases (8 –10 tickets).

• Only submit one order form per table
purchased.

• Separate checks for each group member  are
acceptable.
Scholar Tea is hosted by The College

Women’s Club of Cranford, a non-profit
501(c)(3) organization founded in 1932, as a
fundraiser for college scholarships awarded to
graduating high school seniors residing in
Cranford.  100% of proceeds will go to fund
scholarships.  
For more information: 
Email us at 
CranfordCollegeClub@gmail.com 
or visit our website: 
www.collegewomensclubcranford.com 

Name:_______________________________

Address:____________________________

City:________________________________

State:_______________________________

Email:______________________________

Phone:______________________________
I want to purchase a table for (circle one) 
8   9   10   people in my group 
I want to purchase ____________ 
individual ticket(s)  
Amount enclosed :  $__________  
($35 per ticket) 
If purchasing a table, please list your group
members. 
I am unable to attend but wish to donate
$_____________ to help the club provide
scholarships for Cranford students. 

Date: Sunday March 29, 2020
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Location: First Presbyterian Church Bates Hall:
11 Springfield Ave. Cranford

Cost: $35 per ticket
Assorted teas, scones, tea sandwiches, and desserts 
will be provided by The Cake Artist Café of Cranford.
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Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise in 1 or all 21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

CRANFORD 86 
Those who gave thier lives in service to our country.

DID YOU KNOW ONE OF THE CRANFORD 86? 
You can email us with any information 

info@cranford86.org
or call Don Sweeney 908-447-6511.

THE CRANFORD 86 56-PAGE BOOKLET AND
AWARENESS CAR MAGNET ARE AVAILABLE

FOR A DONATION
Please help us to fund our continuing

mission to tell the stories and see
the faces of all 86 Hometown Heroes.

Email: info@cranford86.org
or call Don Sweeney at 908-272-0876

CRANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2020
MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN

The Cranford Historical Society Membership
Committee announces that the Society’s 2020
membership campaign is under way. The
Cranford Historical Society is a non-profit
educational organization whose mission since
1927 has been to preserve and perpetuate the
history of Cranford for now and for future
generations. We cordially invite you to join us.
Being a member, you support the continuation of
our archives, costume department, the
maintenance of the Hanson House and Crane-
Phillips House Museum, our 3rd grade school
tours, our History Award program given out to a

Cranford High School Senior every year and our
community outreach programs and events for
visitors of all ages. Also, members receive 5
issues a year of our newsletter, the “Mill Wheel”
which is always informative.
A 2020 Membership Form can be found on the

Society’s website at cranfordhistoricalsociety.org.
For more info about joining 
the Cranford Historical Society,
please call the Society’s office 
at 908-276-0082 
or e-mail 
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
CRANFORD HISTORICAL

SOCIETY
PLEASE ACCEPT MY MEMBERSHIP IN THE
CRANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

MAIL YOUR CHECK TO:
CRANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 38
SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, CRANFORD NJ 07016

___$15 ___$25 ___$50 ___$75 ___$100

COMPANY NAME
________________________________

NAME_______________________________

TELEPHONE__________________________

ADDRESS____________________________

EMAIL ______________________________

___ PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary
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We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced
out of work, with compensation back to the
homeowner for signed release.

UGLY HOMES WANTED
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM

IN THIS AREA

CALL 1-800-281-1582
Ask for TV Project Department,
for job evaluation and estimate

of cost and compensations!
Serious lnquiries Please!

CRISIS HOTLINE SEEKS
VOLUNTEERS

Are you looking for a flexible, rewarding
volunteer opportunity? Have you ever been told
you are a good listener? This volunteer
opportunity may be for you. The nonprofit
organization Caring Contact is seeking new
volunteers to support its crisis hotline and
listening community. 
Volunteers receive 54 hours of comprehensive

training in active listening, mental health first aid
and applied suicide intervention skills training.
New volunteers are also supported by seasoned
listeners during 24 hours of internship before
answering calls independently. Ongoing support
and training opportunities are also provided.
The next volunteer training program will begin

on March 17, 2020, at Temple Sholom in Scotch
Plains, NJ. To learn more and apply, please visit
caringcontact.org/volunteer-listener-application
or call (908) 301.1899.

- NO JOB TOO SMALL -
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE -

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

License number:
13VH09897400

10%
DISCOUNT

On labor only, materials not included. 

Cannot be combined with other offers.

Exp. 3/31/20.

Home Improvement Professionals

908-251-9441
Mrhandyman.com

All Major
Credit Cards Accepted

w y [ t

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY
Elizabeth Tradition Since 1949

725 RAHWAY AVE - ELIZABETH
908-354-8533

www.jacobsondistributingcompany.com

FREE DELIVERY
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm; 
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm;

Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR CRANFORD
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase of $399.00. must present this coupon 

at time of purchase. Offer Expires 4/10/20.

APPLIANCES • GAS GRILLS • MATRESSES
Financing Available • Special Discounts

50% OFF SALES TAX
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Exotic Indian Cuisine

908-233-5511 Fax: 908-233-3298

RedPepperIndianCuisine.com
2520 Rt. 22 East • Scotch Plains, NJ

Let us cater your next party!

BYOB
          Closed Monday                                            Dinner Hours
   Tuesday - Thursday      11:30am to 2:30pm     5:00pm to 10:00pm
                         Friday       11:30am to 2:30pm     5:00pm to 10:30pm
                     Saturday       12:00am to 3:00pm     5:00pm to 10:30pm
                       Sunday       12:00am to 3:00pm     5:00pm to 10:00pm

FREE Delivery Order online

10% OFF
ENTIRE BILL

PICK UP & DINE-IN ONLY.

Across Rt 22 from Bowcraft

Victor St.

Glenside Ave.

West
East Route 22

Including Saturday
and Sunday


