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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME 
AND BUSINESS IN LINDEN

alltownerealty.com
30 BRANT AVE., CLARK, NJ 

SELLING
YOUR HOME?
LOOKING FOR
TOP DOLLAR?
Call Your In Town
Linden Specialist
All Towne Realty

WE GET YOUR
HOME SOLD!

Call Now For a Free
Home Evaluation
732-381-1190

HIGH SCHOOL GROUPS RAISE $3K TO FIGHT BREAST CANCER

up, conducting themselves in a respectful manner, and
cleaning up after the event. They are a wonderful group of
young women, and as always I am very proud to be their
coach.”
The girls played before a packed house of fans, many

dressed in pink to support the cause. Before the varsity match,
the team held a ceremony to honor breast cancer survivors
and those still battling the disease. The players gave each
survivor in attendance a pink rose.
“We did something a little differently this year and had a

meet-and-greet with the breast cancer survivors before the
match,” Dello Russo said. “We served light refreshments in
the teachers’ cafeteria before the match to the breast cancer
survivors and their families.”
She said that having the team members meet the survivors

helped make the event even more special.

Submitted by Gary Miller
Two Linden High School groups combined to raise nearly

$3,000 to fight breast cancer.
The Linden High School girls volleyball team raised over

$1,400 through its seventh annual “Pink Out” match.
Proceeds are being donated to the Rutgers Cancer Institute to
fund research to find a cure.
The school’s Navy Junior ROTC donated $1,500 to Susan

G. Komen New Jersey, which will use the money to provide
cancer screenings for women who would otherwise not be
able to afford it.
The volleyball team sold T-shirts and baked goods

beforehand and collected donations during its October 28
match against Elizabeth High School. 
“I am extremely proud of my team,” said head coach

Marissa Dello Russo. “They do a great job with all aspects
of the event, such as raising funds prior to the event, setting

(above) Linden High School Navy Junior ROTC cadets present a check for $1,500 to Tina Jacobs, 
the director of community health for Susan G. Komen New Jersey. At center of front row are instructor Chief Petty Officer 

Mark Velez; Regimental Commanding Officer Mario Rodriguez; Regimental Executive Officer Licxi Cardoso; 
Tina Jacobs; LHS Principal Yelena Horré; and Commander Boyd Decker, senior Naval Science instructor.

Photos by Linden Public Schools

(continued on page 2)
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
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have an event that you need help publicizing?
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“The survivors were able to share their
stories, and the team was better able to
understand the significance of why we host this
event each year,” Dello Russo said. “The breast
cancer survivors were extremely appreciative of
the team’s efforts and it made for a truly
memorable night for all.”
The NJROTC cadets met with Tina Jacobs, the

director of community health for Susan G.
Komen New Jersey, when she visited the school
on October 23 to accept their donation. She told

Photos by Linden Public Schools

(above) Members of the Linden High School girls volleyball team stand with breast cancer
survivors at their annual Pink Out match on October 28. The event raised more than $1,400 for

the Rutgers Cancer Institute.

HIGH SCHOOL GROUPS (continued)
them the funds would pay for about eight
potentially lifesaving cancer screenings for
uninsured women.
The cadet leading the charge with the

fundraising effort was Regimental Executive
Officer Cadet Commander Licxi Cardoso, an
LHS senior. The cadets who raised the money for
the donation attended a special recognition
ceremony and were awarded a pink aiguillette to
be worn on their uniform throughout Breast
Cancer Awareness Month.

908-587-5222
www.c21ar.net

867 North Stiles Street, Linden, NJ 07036

Rosalind Pearson, Licensed Sales Associate
rosalind5281@gmail.com

A NEW DECADE WITH EXPECTATIONS
FOR 2020 & BEYOND!

• Are you ready to sell your house?
• Are you ready to buy a house?      LET'S MAKE IT HAPPEN!!!
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUICK OVER
THE PHONE EVALUATION (908) 220-2461

CINAS CLEANING SERVICE

• Basic & Deep Cleaning
• Mop/Sweep/Vacuum
• Change Linens
• Baseboards

• Dusting
• Bathrooms
• Dishes
• Much More!!!

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
908-267-8280

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7
EMERGENCY

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF
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CAR DONATION PROGRAM GIVES
WHEELS TO REAL PEOPLE

What does it mean to have your own car? For
longtime Community Access Unlimited (CAU)
member Brian Shapiro, it means both stability
and freedom. Before he had a car, Brian had to
get a ride from a friend or take an Uber to his job
driving a cab in Bloomfield.
“It’s a lot easier,” Brian said, thanks to the

Volvo he received as a donation through
Community Access Unlimited this fall. “I go to
work and take my son places.”
CAU started the vehicle donation program as

a way to aid youth and individuals with
disabilities who wished to complete their drivers
test and gain the independence that comes with
owning a vehicle. Now Brian can easily travel to
the job he has had for nearly 20 years. Many have
already benefited from the donation of reliable
cars to get them where they need to go- from
work and school to social functions.
“I’ve known about it for a while and it finally

worked out,” Brian said.
Unlike other car donation programs, CAU

does not sell or scrap donated cars, receiving only
a percentage of their value. By donating a vehicle
to CAU, 100% of your donation will go to a
person with transportation needs.
Those interested in donating a car should

contact Mercedes Pagan, fundraising and event

director, at 908-354-3040 x4376 or
mpagan@caunj.org.
Vehicles that may qualify for donation include

those that are new, gently used, or vehicles
needing minor body or mechanical work. The
owner of the car must have the title at the time of
donation. Car donors will receive a donation
letter which can serve as a charitable donation,
which is tax deductible.
Learn more about donating to or volunteering

with CAU at caunj.org/support-us.
ABOUT COMMUNITY ACCESS UNLIMITED
Community Access Unlimited (CAU),

celebrating its 40th year in 2019, supports people
with special needs in achieving real lives in the
community. CAU gives a voice to adults and
youth who traditionally have little power in
society, assisting its members with housing, life
skills, employment, money management,
socialization and civic activities. CAU also
supports opportunities for advocacy through
training in assertiveness, decision-making and
civil rights. Currently serving more than 5,000
individuals and families, CAU continues to grow
each year. For more information about CAU and
its services, contact us by phone at 908-354-
3040, info@caunj.org or by mail at 80 West
Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.

(above) Brian Shapiro shows off his Volvo
Cross Country.
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READY TO SELL IN 2020?
YOU CAN RELY ON RAKIN AGENCY FOR RESULTS!

Call Michelle Mullady Cell 848-992-9749
For all of your Real Estate needs.

Email: michellemullady@yahoo.com

43 Edgewood Rd - $415K 45 Gesner St - $265K 1605 Orchard Ter - $360K

RAKIN AGENCY LLC
A boutique real estate office, providing individual service since 1934.

SOLD
SOLD

REDUCED

908-486-4777 • 345 W St George Ave, Linden, NJ 07036

STUDENT-VETERAN RECEIVES K-9 SERVICE DOG FROM REBUILDING WARRIORS

(above) K-9 Keen, the service dog accompanying student-veteran Jason Pryor (left of center,),
is part of the Kean University community. The Kean Office of Student Government raised funds

to donate the dog.

“Being with Keen has taught me to be more
patient,” said Pryor, whose dog accompanies him
to class. “Keen is used as a measure to help
prevent me from going through the symptoms
and effects of spiraling down, by me tending to
his needs and having him tend to me.”
Kean is ranked first in the nation among large

public schools for its programs supporting
student-veterans, according to the Military
Friendly Schools survey.
Student Government raised nearly $20,000 to

support service dogs through Rebuilding
Warriors, a volunteer non-profit organization
whose mission is to provide trained service dogs
to veterans. The bulk of the funds raised went
toward training Pryor’s dog, and the rest was
donated to Rebuilding Warriors to help train other
K-9 dogs.
At the ceremony held outside Miron Student

Center, Vito Zajda, director of Veteran Student
Services at Kean and a U.S. Coast Guard veteran,
called Pryor a remarkable student.
“He has been a big support and influential

person in our program,” Zajda said. “He has
helped open our eyes about how the University
can best support its vets.”
Vice President of Rebuilding Warriors Jeff

Mullins, also a veteran, said post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) is a condition that can’t be seen
by others. ”It’s invisible, stays with you your
entire life, and it’s not easy sometimes,” he said.
“Our goal is to provide veterans and first
responders with a service dog to help them
achieve their new normal.”
The University's Veterans Day event included

a color guard, a performance of the national
anthem by the Kean Gospel Choir, and the
presentation of other honors.
Juan Leon Torres, a senior from Spotswood

also studying exercise science and a U.S. Navy
veteran, received the 2019 Kean Veteran’s Award
for Outstanding Mentor. He develops transition

A special Veterans Day ceremony was held on
Kean University’s Union campus as senior Jason
Pryor, a U.S. Army veteran, introduced the K-9
service dog that he received through an on-
campus fundraiser.
Pryor, a senior from Elizabeth majoring in

exercise science, did tours in Iraq and Honduras
and suffers from PTSD. He received the K-9,
named Keen, at the start of the Fall semester as a
gift from the Kean Office of Student
Government.

(continued on page 7)
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K-9 SERVICE DOG (continued)

(above) K-9 Keen, the service dog
accompanying student-veteran Jason Pryor

(left of center, in red shirt), is part of the Kean
University community. 

The Kean Office of Student Government raised
funds to donate the dog.

opportunities and initiatives, and mentors a
student-veteran each semester.
“Being a veteran and going back to school is

super hard because you go from one community
to a different lifestyle,” Torres said.
Zajda noted that it is important to support

veterans at all times. “The importance of Veterans
Day is to recognize that it’s 365 days a year, as
veterans go through different highs and lows in
their lives,” he said.

ABOUT REBUILDING WARRIORS
A 501(c)3 Non-Profit Providing Service Dogs

to Veterans
Rebuilding Warriors provides highly trained

and socialized Service/Companion Dogs to
Veterans diagnosed as Amputees as well as those
with PTSD, (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) and
TBI (Traumatic Brain Injury). Most of our dogs
are bred especially for this mission and have a
highly sought after demeanor. We provide these
dogs to Honorably Discharged Veterans from any
branch of the Armed Forces or from any service
era meeting our eligibility standards as well as
First Responders.
We purchase our dogs from reputable breeders.

These young dogs will be trained by us and have
a good foundation of obedience and manners so
as to easily bond with their new owner and
family. We will sponsor these Wounded Veterans
with their companion/mobility dog, provide
training and home set up of equipment.
These dogs become great confidence builders

aiding these men and women as they return to
society. It will become a challenge for the
participants to raise and care for these world class
animals. The unconditional love given and
received by these dogs will teach these warriors
to ignore their own self-imposed limitations.
Please help me change the lives of these warriors
one dog at a time.
For more information please visit

rebuildingwarriors.com.

KONANTIQUES

WE BUY ANTIQUES
FREE HOUSE CALLS

908-578-7593
We buy entire estates or single items and pay the

highest prices along with friendly, professional service.
Free on-site consultation at your home or business

info@konantiques.com
www.konantiques.com

Located in Summit

Over 20
years of

Experience

(908) 272-3500
One Commerce Dr. Cranford, NJ 07016
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

Discovery
Child Care

Diamond 
Gymnastics 
Academy

Cranford
After Care

SUMMER CAMP 2020
Mon. June 8 thru Fri. September 4

• Weekly Session Options (2 wk. minimum)
• Gymnastics, Sports, Arts & Crafts & More!
• Day Trips - Pool, Bowling, Miniature Golf 

& More!
• Experienced Staff / CPR /First Aid Certified 



LIFE in LINDEN • Page 8 • February 2020

United Methodist
Church of Linden
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.

Experience the love of Christ and find
encouragement in living a Christ-centered life.

908-486-4237
umclinden.org
Rev. Henriella C. Griffin, Pastor

cell 908-422-9470
henriellagriffin@gmail.com

321 N. Wood Ave. Linden, NJ 07036

908-486-1054
321 N. Wood Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036
Call today to
arrange a tour

Worship every Sunday @10:30am

COMMUNITY INVITED 
TO “FRIENDS DAY”

Special Service at
United Methodist Church

SUNDAY, FEB 9
10:30am

Light Lunch will be served.
321 N. Wood Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036

at United Methodist Church
Monday to Friday: 7am to 6pm

Infant, Toddler, Preschool Ages up to 6 years old
• GrowNJKids Quality Program 

• HighScope Researched-Based Curriculum 
• Low Teacher/Child Ratios -  New Credentialed Staff 

• Newly Renovated Facility with New Director

Convenient location short walk to the train station.

June Lazaro at: 908 930-8310

Need Extra Cash?
Take control of your financial destiny by 

empowering families to solve their financial
problems. For more information,

contact your local Primerica representative.

HOMELESSNESS KNOWS NO SEASON IN UNION COUNTY
emergency winter sheltering program run by the
Elizabeth Coalition.
“It’s lifesaving work – not very many people

are willing to open their doors, so people of faith
come together to do it,” Pernini said.
Attendees sang and lit candles for 45 people

who have died due to homelessness.
Pernini and Flores-Tober acknowledged a

strong correlation between funding for
homelessness services and saving people from
the cold.
On the night of January 22, 2019, a total of 438

people were experiencing homelessness in Union
County, according to the 2019 Point-In-Time
Count. A total of 39 persons were unsheltered on
the night of the count, and 375 of the total
homeless persons were in Elizabeth.

Rev. Ron Thompson of Townley Presbyterian
Church in Union spoke about the universal
responsibility to care for people in need.
“All faiths agree on the dignity of people,” he

said.

ABOUT COMMUNITY ACCESS UNLIMITED
Community Access Unlimited (CAU),

celebrating its 40th year in 2019, supports people
with special needs in achieving real lives in the
community. CAU provides support and gives
voice to adults and youth who traditionally have
little power in society. 
For more information about CAU and its

services, contact us by phone at 908-354-3040,
online at caunj.org or by mail at 80 West Grand
Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.

(above) Attendees hold candles in memory of people who have died who were homeless at a vigil
at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rahway on December 19, 2019.

What do the world’s religions tell us about the
homeless and the needy?
Leaders of different faiths shared prevailing

teachings on charity, generosity and poverty at
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rahway on
December 19. The memorial vigil honored the
lives of people who have died due to
homelessness in Union County.
The 4th annual vigil was held just before the

longest night of the year, the winter solstice, to
symbolize the struggle of those who are homeless
and who often live out their lives on cold streets
or in dangerous abandoned buildings. The Union
County Interfaith Coordinating Council
organized the event with local agencies involved
in the fight against homelessness: Community
Access Unlimited (CAU) and The Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless. CAU is a
Union County-based, statewide nonprofit that
strives to integrate people with disabilities and at-
risk youth into the general community through
comprehensive supports.
The city of Elizabeth is losing federal Housing

and Urban Development (HUD) funding in 2020
for homelessness-related services under the
Emergency Solutions Grant initiative.
“The fact that we have lost this money in

Elizabeth will increase demand for county funds
that will be spread thinner,” said Carolee Marano,
assistant executive director of development at
CAU, which will lose $40,000 in grant funding.
“The cuts in HUD funding decrease our budget
for homeless prevention programs and we are
concerned about a rise in homelessness in the
county. We are also concerned about a rise in
homelessness among youth.”
CAU operates the only youth-only shelter in

Union County and runs services to support their
health and future independence. In addition to the
County youth shelter, CAU also operates 3
federal programs under the federal Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act: one shelter, a transitional
living program for females, and one for males.
CAU also provides rent assistance to prevent
homelessness.
Linda Flores-Tober, executive director of the

Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless,
reflected on circumstances that can push a person
or family into homelessness.
“There’s more to the story than ‘I couldn’t find

a job,’” Flores-Tober said. “What we see are a lot
of people who didn’t get engaged in the Division
of Developmental Disabilities system and now
the parents are not able to take care of them.”
Flores-Tober attributed 5 deaths in Elizabeth

to homelessness in 2019.
Faith speakers quoted teachings that the

faithful are called by God to relieve the less
fortunate of their trials or difficulties. Father
Sebastian Obando of St. Michael’s Church in
Cranford acknowledged that Jesus Christ would
fit the modern description of homelessness.
“It’s really a service of remembrance, because

frankly if we didn’t remember them, nobody
would,” said Rev. Carmine Pernini of Zion
Church.
Parishioners at his church took people in this

winter as part of Operation Warm Heart – an
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225 Terminal Avenue (L’Oréal Way)
(at the corner of Terminal & Westfield Avenues)

732-374-3833 • retrofitness.com/clarknj
Mon-Fri: 4:30am-11pm | Sat: 5:30am-7pm | Sun: 6:30am-7pm

Clark, NJ

CHECK OUT ALL WE HAVE TO OFFER!
• Awesome Group Classes
• Top of The Line Equipment
• One-On-One Personal Training
• Retro Blends® Smoothie Bar

Optum Fitness Advantage from
UnitedHealthcare is available at this location

• Full Service Pro Shop
• Tanning Available
• Over 160+ Locations Nationwide

JOIN IN FEBRUARY
$0ENROLLMENT

For Ultimate Memberships Only.
Unlimited Guest Privilages.

Use at Any Retro Fitness Location.
Full Use of Club Amenities.

FREE Fitness Assessment and More!

See Club For Details.
Offer Ends 2/29/20. 

CARING CONTACT CRISIS LINE NEXT TRAINING TO BEGIN MARCH 17
grief recovery, mental health issues and suicide
intervention. Volunteer Listener Training is
taught by trainers who are long-time listeners and
nationally certified instructors in Mental Health
First Aid and Applied Suicide Intervention Skills
Training. 
“I trained to become a caring contact listener

in an effort to connect with those that need to feel
human connection in order to cope with whatever

struggles they are going through whether it be
mental health, family crisis, chronic physical pain
or economic hardship,” stated Bisrat Mekbeb of
Scotch Plains. “I am fortunate to be in a position
to give back to my community through Caring
Contact in this way.” 
When asked why he was drawn to this work,

Ryan Hinderliter of Westfield said, “I wanted to
channel my love for psychology and my passion
for making a difference in the community into
something meaningful.” 
Caring Contact is an award-winning,

volunteer-staffed crisis hotline and listening
community that supports the Nation Suicide
Prevention Lifeline. Located in Westfield, NJ,
they provide active listening support and best-in-
class education to central and northern New
Jersey. 
The next volunteer training will begin on

March 17, 2020. For more information about this
training call 908-301-1899 or visit
caringcontact.org. 

(above, l-r) Back row: Ryan Hinderliter, Amit Trivedi, Michael Coleman, Shailesh Lal, Carolyn
Paznek, Derek Cooke, Marc Julius, David Burman, Charles Christophel. Middle row: Laurie

Feinberg, Sarah Lindell, Sasha Singh, Ananya Jain, Kaelin Stoll, Kacie Neilson, Jaimie
Radakovich,Larry Kornreich, Arlene Klemow. Front row: Bisrat Mekbeb, Jasmine Dursun,

Michelle Mendoza, Pam Webb, Kate Gorelick, Payl Patel.

Submitted by Mary Claire Givelber
Six area residents completed training in

December 2019 to become volunteers on the
Caring Contact crisis hotline. During the 52 hours
of training the graduates developed the ability to
listen actively, assess the needs of someone in
crisis and provide empathy and support. The
training included dynamic and interactive
presentations by guest experts in active listening,
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FIVE-SPORT LINDEN HIGH SCHOOL COACH RETIRES AFTER 50 YEARS
soccer program in 1992, you’re coming in
halfway through the movie. He has been
coaching Tigers of one sport or another since
1970.
This year, Mehalick wraps up a 50-year career

on the field and in the classroom, where he taught
science at LHS from 1972 to 2007. Mehalick was
honored on October 23, 2019 at the final girls
soccer game, with his wife and daughter in
attendance.
“My wife said, ‘You finally left your first wife:

Linden,’” he said with a laugh during a recent
conversation. “I always loved Linden. I wouldn’t
trade it for the world. I had a lot of fun. It was a
great ride. It went too fast.
“But I knew it was time. I’m going to be 72.

It’s time to take a break. Play some golf – a lot of
golf!”
Athletic Director Steven Viana thanks

Mehalick for his unbounded dedication to Linden
and especially to his players.
“We’re always going to miss him,” he said.

“It’s sad to see someone go from our Linden
Athletics family who has been here for 50 years.
We thank him. It’s tough to say goodbye to
someone who was in the district for so long. He
was great. A great guy, a great coach.”
Mehalick and his wife have a home close to

the beach in North Myrtle Beach, S.C., where he
plans to spend a lot more time now.
“I play golf two or three times a week,” he

said. “Afterward we go out for drinks and
sandwiches, listen to bands. They have live beach
music all over the place. It’s really cool, so we
enjoy ourselves.”
* * *
More than anything, Mehalick’s memories

revolve around relationships he has made with
his players. He didn’t want to try to name them
for fear of leaving someone out.
“There was always a line between coach and

athlete. I’m not your friend,” he said. “But the
camaraderie was there. They still come back to
see me. I have players who are 42 years old
coming back. It’s fantastic. I love every minute
of it.”
Viana said Mehalick’s dedication to building

relationships with his players is what set him
apart from many coaches.
“You hire a coach and you expect them to

know strategy and you expect them to know X’s
and O’s and to manage a game,” he said. “But
what Coach Mehalick really specialized in was
building relationships and a positive culture. He
really taught his players things beyond the
playing field. We had a little get-together for him
at the end of the season, and generations of his
kids came back. It was just incredible. It only
happened because of the unique feeling that he
gave them.”
* * *
Mehalick is “Linden born and raised,” he said,

attending the old School No. 3 on Grier Avenue
and Soehl Junior High School. He graduated
from Linden High School in 1966, where he was
a standout player on the football team as a center.

“We were the last team to use the old field
house in ’65, then they tore it down and built the
new one,” he recalled.
He went on to play at Delaware Valley College

in Doylestown, Pa., and had a short semi-pro
football career.
But he was destined to return to Linden. He

started as a part-time football assistant coach in
1970, before being hired as a teacher in 1972. He
stayed on as a football assistant until 1986.
At the start, he assumed he would stick to

coaching football, until a well-respected veteran
coach gave him some advice.
“Paul Blue is the one who got me involved

with girls sports back in 1975,” Mehalick
recalled. “I told him I didn’t want to coach girls
sports, but I fell in love with it.”
He took over the girls outdoor track team in

1975 and stayed in that position until 1997. He
went on to start the girls indoor track program,
coaching that from 1988 to 1997. He served as
assistant coach for the softball team from 2000 to
2013, then head coach till 2016. And of course,
girls soccer.
“I believe I was born to coach women,”

Mehalick said. “They would do anything. They
would run through walls. If you told them to do
something, they would do it. It was just
marvelous.
“And I always treated women and guys the

same, coached them the same. You treat them like
athletes. You don’t treat them like girls, you don’t
treat them like guys, you treat them like athletes,
because that’s what they are. And the best players
are going to play.”
* * *
Looking back on 50 years, Mehalick said, “It’s

all a blur.”
“I’ve been through a lot of superintendents, a

lot of principals, athletic directors,” he said. “I’ve
seen them come and go.”
But then he quickly rattled off the names of all

of his athletic directors: Seymour Kaplowitz, Al
Jackuks, Frank Catale, Joe Martino, Steve
Yesinko, Pauline Pagoulatos, and now Viana.
Memories on the field stand out, though details

may fade with the years.
He was the offensive line coach on the football

team’s first state championship in 1985. That was
a surprise team that was picked to finish last but
surprised everyone to win North Jersey Section
2 Group 3 in head coach Bucky McDonald’s first
season.
“When Bucky took over, that’s when the

football team started winning consistently year
after year,” Mehalick said.
Whether his teams had winning seasons or not,

they always played hard, he said. He recalled
what an opposing coach once told him.
“When you play Linden, you better be ready,

because you’re going to be bleeding when the
game is over,” he recounted. “There were two
ways you could play: You could play with skill
or you could play hard. Our motto all these years
was: Play hard. We didn’t play dirty, but we
played hard.”

Submitted by Gary Miller
After 28 seasons of coaching Linden High

School (LHS) girls soccer, it would be
understandable to forget some of your players’
names. But Wayne Mehalick made sure that
wouldn’t be the case. He keeps a handwritten list
of every girl who has ever played for him.
“Every year I add the names, and it’s about five

legal-pad pages long,” he said. “They tell me,
‘Why don’t you put them on the computer?’ I
said, ‘What are you crazy?’”
But if you start the story of Mehalick’s

coaching career when he took over the girls

(above) Linden High School girls soccer coach
Wayne Mehalick was honored on October 23 at
the final game of the season after coaching the

team for 27 years.

(above) Linden High School girls soccer coach
Wayne Mehalick at his final game, alongside

Athletic Director Steven Viana.

(above, left) Wayne Mehalick on his first day of
retirement, October 24, after coaching various
sports at Linden High School over 50 years.

(above, right) Wayne Mehalick in 1986 
as an assistant coach on the Linden 

High School football team.
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549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE

$300 OFF
Exp: 2/29/20. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0% Financing
Available

FREE
ESTIMATES

NO
OBLIGATION

We are a full service installation and maintenance company.

• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER

• WILLIAMSON BOILERS

• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS

• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

Visit us on

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now!
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion 
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend 
the life of your unit.

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

Hi-efficiency heating equipment 
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates.

NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

(above) Wayne Mehalick, back row middle, was an assistant coach on the Linden High School football team 
that won the 1985 North Jersey Section 2 Group 3 championship.

Photos by Linden Public Schools
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OFFICERS MAKE CONNECTIONS WITH STUDENTS
our Linden Public Schools family. Their
experience and training will help assure the
security of our schools, while their eagerness to
work with students will make them outstanding
role models as well.”
Walsh and Allard are part of the Special Law

Enforcement Officer Class III program, a shared-
services agreement approved in 2018 by the
Board of Education and the City Council. New
Jersey established the SLEO Class III position in
2016. Only retired law enforcement officers are
eligible for the position, which authorizes them,
on a part-time basis, to provide security on school
premises.
“The SLEO Class III program is an extension

of the continual cooperation we have with the
Linden Police Department,” Cleary said. “We are
grateful for all they do to support Linden Public
Schools and treasure that partnership.”
The officers work exclusively in the school

during school hours or functions, but are hired by
the Police Department with input from the school
district, and report to Police Chief David Hart.
“Officers Walsh and Allard were selected from

a number of very qualified applicants because of
their extensive experience and exemplary records
of service,” Hart said. “Their professionalism and
compassion make them a natural fit in our
schools and we are very pleased to welcome them
to our Linden Police Department family.”
Allard and Walsh know security is their

primary role, but also want to make a connection
with students to help them through tough
situations and offer a positive image of police
officers.
The SLEO Class III program in Linden now

has four officers. Walsh and Allard join Officers
Keith Aslin at Linden High School and Ed
Chabak at School No. 2, the district’s largest
elementary school.
Aslin works closely with Linden High School

Resource Officer Detective Leon Paster, who is
part of the LPD’s Juvenile Aid Bureau.
Allard grew up in Elizabeth and spent 23 years

with the Union County Police Department before
retiring as a lieutenant this past August. Before
joining the force, he spent four years in the Army,
including a tour in Iraq during the Persian Gulf
War in 1991.
“I know what this position is and why it was

created,” he said. “I’m here to protect them and
obviously the staff as well, but I’m also here
trying to make a connection with the kids. I want
to be friendly, not just be seen as a guy who
stands against a wall. Proactive, approachable. If
they want to sit down and talk to me for 15 or 20
minutes or whatever.”
On his second day in the job, Allard ran into a

situation where a student was upset, and taking a
hard line could have made the situation worse.
“She was having a bad day. I get it,” he said.

“So I said, ‘Let’s just restart the day. Don’t worry
about it. We’ll make it work.’ And she gave me a
chance.”
McManus students have been asking Allard a

lot of questions since he started.
“A lot of them ask, ‘Why are you here?’” he

said. “And that’s a good thing because I get to tell

them, ‘I’m here to protect YOU.’ I’m not here
because there are bad kids and they think we need
to put a cop here. My first week here, the
California shooting happened. I said, ‘That’s why
I’m here. I’m here to protect you guys.’ I want
them to see that I’m here for them. And that’s the
truth.”
Allard tries to get know the students in the

hallways, giving out high fives and fist bumps,
and using humor to break the ice.
“You have to joke around with them,” he said.

“I think that laughing is something that opens that
door.”
He also took part in a recent ice cream event,

buying tickets to make sure that some of the
students he has gotten to know got to take part.
“So I gave them ice cream for the day,” Allard

said. “I want this program to be seen as
successful. You have to really become part of the
environment here.
“It’s not going to work if you’re just a guy who

stands against the wall with a gun.”
* * *
Walsh grew up in Jersey City and was a

Hudson County corrections officer for three
years, before joining Jersey City police in 1993.
He spent many years as a plainclothes officer and
detective, before retiring this past July as sergeant
in charge of the Special Investigations Unit.
His new post at Soehl is a lot different than his

years on the street in Jersey City.
“It’s not about locking people up. This is

different,” he said. “You get to talk to them, you
get fist bumps in the hallway. The first day I was
here, a kid needed a pen. When I was in Jersey
City, the interaction wasn’t always positive
because usually it’s the bad end of policing when
we came in contact. But here it’s totally different.
You get to hang out and watch them have fun and
fool around. It’s fun. It’s enjoyable.”
Walsh has been a youth hockey coach in Jersey

City for years, so he’s familiar with working with
children at middle school age.
“I love being around the kids,” he said.

“They’re at a great age now, where they want to
talk to you.”
From the first day, Walsh was welcomed into

the Soehl family.
“There’s not one staff member here that I don’t

get a hello from,” he said. “‘How are you doing?
How was your weekend?’ In the beginning, it was
new. I didn’t know the building, and I’m not very
familiar with Linden. But they were great from
the minute I started. Everything I asked for. The
security escorted me around, taught me all the
nooks and crannies. It’s a big school when you’re
not used to it. But they treated me like gold.”
Students weren’t sure at first what to make of

seeing Walsh in uniform around the school.
“They didn’t know what was going on,” he

said. “‘The cops are here, is there something
bad?’ But now they’re getting used to me. They
know I’m here for security for them. I’m not here
to stop them from running in the hallway. I’m not
here to make sure their hat is off. But they see me
and they respect me.
“It’s a different atmosphere than what I’m used

to, but I enjoy it.”

Submitted by Gary Miller
A program to keep Linden Public Schools

students and staff safe is expanding with the
hiring of retired police officers to provide
security and McManus and Soehl middle schools.
Officer Joe Walsh is working at Soehl and

Officer George Allard is at McManus. Both
started on November 12, 2019 as part of a
partnership between Linden Public Schools and
the Linden Police Department.
“Nothing is so vitally important to us as the

safety of our staff and students,” said Interim
Superintendent Denise Cleary. “We are very
happy to welcome Officers Allard and Walsh into

(above) Joe Walsh, a retired sergeant with the
Jersey City Police Department, started in
November as a Special Law Enforcement

Officer Class III providing security at Soehl
Middle School in Linden.

(above) George Allard, a retired lieutenant with
the Union County Police Department, started in

November as a Special Law Enforcement
Officer Class III providing security at
McManus Middle School in Linden.

Jorge A. Avila
Real Estate Salesperson
Cell: (201) 400-2776

Jorge@StrikerRealty.com • Fax: 908-587-9855
918 N. Wood Avenue • Linden, NJ 07036

I CAN SELL YOUR HOME
I STOP FORECLOSURES
Short Sale/Foreclosure specialist
FREE CONSULTATION        HABLO ESPAÑOL
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AIR DUCT CLEANING
and DRYER VENT CLEANING

Anthony
Paterno

Since 1984

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
MEMBER OF THE 

NATIONAL AIR DUCT 
CLEANING ASSOC.

SEE OUR “HOW TO CLEAN AIR DUCTS” VIDEO AT:

AnthonyPaternoAirDuctCleaning.com

800-79CLEAN (800-792-5326)

FEBRUARY 14th
Make Your Reservations

Please call

908-862-0020

www.amiciristorante.com
#NJITALY

1700 W. Elizabeth Ave.
Linden, NJ

Valentines’
Day 

Wedding and
Party Specialists

Rooms from 25-200 people.

LINDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS GIFT DRIVE BRIGHTENS
HOLIDAYS FOR LOCAL FAMILIES

The Linden Public Schools family and
community came together to collect and
distribute over 1,000 gifts to students and
families in need this holiday season.
The gift drive was spearheaded by the district’s

student services department, which collected gifts
from schools through giving trees, as well as
from local churches. The gifts were given to
families in the district who were identified by
school-based social workers.
“It takes an entire community to orchestrate a

holiday toy drive as large as ours,” said Annabell
Louis, supervisor of student services. “Thank you
to our staff, parents and local community
members who made this possible. There can be
no greater joy than knowing you made a
difference in the life of a child. We are sincerely
grateful to everyone for their generous acts of
kindness and wish everyone a safe and happy
holiday season.”

(above) Linden High School social worker Ryan Devaney and Linden Public Schools Supervisor
of Student Services Annabell Louis sorting gifts to be delivered to local families for the district’s

holiday gift drive. Photo by Linden Public Schools

BELLA GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI
Where you are treated like family

Catering • Café

Join Us For Our Lunch Buffet
Monday-Friday 11:30am-2:30pm

Gina Miranda & Jim Miranda

908-925-6868
Fax 908-925-5736

www.BellaGinaItalianDeli.com
Online Ordering Now Available

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

We’re Known For Our Fresh Homemade Mozzarella, 
Delicious Prepared Foods, Sandwiches, Lunch Buffet, 

Fresh Salads and Catering For Your Every occasion. All Get 5 Stars!

Bella Gina's Serves Authentic Homemade Italian Food Made With The 
Freshest Highest Quality Ingredients. We Guarantee You’ll Be Delighted!
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VILLANI BUS COMPANY

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

EXCELLENCE IN TRANSPORTATION
Dee Villani President

Three Generations of Service
“Serving the Public 

for 90 Years”

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

MATTHEWS
K I T C H E N  &  B A T H S
Call today for a FREE estimate

973-376-6288
matthewsgc.com Lic# 13VH03434800

COMPLETE BATHROOM
RENOVATION

SPECIAL $9,740!!!
5’ x 7’ includes:
• Demolition
• Insulation
• Toilet
• Tub
• Light wiring
• Up to 30” vanity
• Fixtures (in same place)

• Tile on Floor
• Tile on Tube or Shower Surround

Options available. Permits if Applicable. Call for details. 

All Major
Credit Cards Accepted

w y [ t

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY
Elizabeth Tradition Since 1949

725 RAHWAY AVE - ELIZABETH
908-354-8533

www.jacobsondistributingcompany.com

FREE DELIVERY
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm; 
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm;

Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR LINDEN
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase of $399.00. must present this coupon 

at time of purchase. Offer Expires 3/10/20.

APPLIANCES • GAS GRILLS • MATRESSES
Financing Available • Special Discounts

50% OFF SALES TAX

BLOOD DRIVE - FEBRUARY 13
The Linden Public Library is proud to sponsor

its first blood drive of 2020. It will be held in the
Columbia Bank Room on the third floor of the
library on Thursday, February 13 from 12:30
until 6:30 p.m. The blood drive will be conducted
by members of the New York Blood Center,
which conducts basic health screenings on every
donor prior to collection.
Donors may give blood if they are at least 17

years old, weigh at least 110 lbs. and are in good
health. Donors over age 76 may continue to
donate blood if they meet all eligibility criteria
and present a physician's letter allowing them to
donate, once at the first donation after reaching
their 76th birthday. America’s blood supply relies

exclusively on volunteer blood donors. There is
no substitute for human blood. If you have any
questions about donating blood or eligibility,
please check the NYBC web site:
nybloodcenter.org/donate-blood/become-
donor/can-i-donate-blood.
Located at 31 East Henry Street, the Linden

Public Library has been serving the cultural,
educational, reading and artistic interests for the
city of Linden since it was founded in 1928. For
further information about this event, please call
the library at 908-298-3830 or check out the
library’s web site at lindenpl.org. You can also
like the Linden Public Library on Facebook and
follow us on Instagram.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST AT LEGION POST
Come to a Pancake Breakfast, hosted by the

American Legion Auxiliary - Unit 102, on
Sunday, February 16, 2020 at the American
Legion Post 102, located at 112 West Elizabeth
Ave., from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Donations: Adults

$7 / Seniors & Children $6 / Ages 5 & Under
Free.
So come out and enjoy a home cooked

breakfast, including this month's special
Omelets. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST AT THE VFW #1397
Come one, come all to our Pancake Breakfast

hosted by the VFW Auxiliary on Saturday
February 22, 2020 at the VFW #1397, located at
20 Pennsylvania Railroad Ave., from 8 a.m. to 12

p.m. Donations: Adults $7 / Seniors & Children
$6 / Ages 5 & Under Free.
This event is open to the public, so come out

and enjoy a home cooked breakfast!

KIDS FISHING SEMINAR SET FOR MARCH 3
The Newark Bait and Fly Casting Club was

founded in 1907 and remains one of the oldest
fishing clubs in the nation. We are listed on
Amazon Smile and are a recognized 501(c)3
nonprofit. We provide outings to support
veterans, adults and children as well as people
with disabilities which focus on environmental
education, fishing knowledge and practice. A
complete list of our upcoming events can be
found at www.nbfcc.org.
We are always looking for new members,

donations, and volunteers if anyone would like to
get involved.
Our monthly meetings are held at the

Kenilworth VFW, located at 33 S. 21st St.,
Kenilworth, NJ, on the first Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. (except  July and August).
Our Annual Kids Seminar will be held on

Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, V.F.W.33 South 21st
street Kenilworth, NJ.  A Guest speaker to be
announced and topics of discussion will be safety
while fishing, fish identification, and  practice
casting. Prizes will be awarded and snacks will
be served.
For more information visit www.nbfcc.org, or

contact Bob Jones, BJonesJRNJ@hotmail.com,
908-272-3545



GK Tax Service LLC
625 Elizabeth Avenue
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07206

(908) 289-1000
Fax: 908-289-1001

Graciela “Grace” Ayudant
Email: gktaxservicellc@yahoo.com

Now with a second location in Colonia, NJ.

• Registered Tax Return Preparer •
• Member of New Jersey Association of Public Accountants •
• Member of National Association of Tax Professionals •

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST
• Bookkeeping • Tax returns • Payroll 

• Sales Tax • Electronic Filing 
• New Business Registration
• Notary Public • Translations
Year-round or Quarterly service

28 years experience     •     Se habla español

Adult Medical DayCare
for your loved ones
Our center specializes in servicing the adult 
community, (18 years and up), with daily 
medical assistance. Our bilingual nurses,
social worker and staff provide daily
medical care, two healthy meals per day, 
activities and entertainment, including 
daytrips. Complimentary transportation, 
pick up and drop off and much more.

INSURANCES ACCEPTED:
• 100% Medicaid Coverage
• United Health Care
• Horizon Blue Cross & Blue Shield

We are also committed to serving Veterans.
Private Pay also accepted.

Call for a FREE day-long visit
Lourdes 908-241-9393
Email: lourdesr@seniorspirit.com
seniorspiritofrosellepark.com

• Wellcare
• Aetna
• Amerigroup

LRUM 2/20

Call For Exceptional Home Care Services

800-668-2317
care@royalcaregivers.com
RoyalCareGivers.com

Fully Licensed, 
Insured, Bonded, 
and Accredited

Featured In-Home Care Services
• Personal Care         • Meal Preparation
• Companionship       • Medication Reminder 
• Respiratory Care     • Bathing & Grooming 
• Grocery Shopping    • Light House Keeping 
• Sitter Services         • Non-Medical 

Transportation 

- Live-In Care
-A+ Rated Quality

- Weekend & Holidays
- Transitional & Long Term

- Hourly Care (Multiple Shifts)

LIFESTYLE SUPPORT
PERSONAL CARE

TRADITIONAL CARE

FREE CARE
ASSESSMENT

Same day 
Service 
Available

• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
• Optos Retina Imaging
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands
• Comprehensive Eye Examinations
• Contact Lens Examinations
• Variety of Contact lenses
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES: 
• Oxford
• VSP
• Aetna
• Avesis
• NVA
• Block Vision 
• Davis Vision
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield and many more. 
Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.

EYES ON YOU
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours:
Mon: 10am to 6pm
Tues: 10am to 6pm
Wed: Closed
Thur: 10am to 6pm
Fri: 10am to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 2pm
Sun: Closed
Late appointments are 

available by request.

Dr. M. Williams
Optometric Physician

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ
732-388-3900

rahwayeyedoctor.com

• Medicare
• Medicaid
• Qualcare
• Superior Vision
• United Health Care
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ
• Vision Benefits of America

THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING
BEE IS COMING TO CDC THEATRE IN CRANFORD
Running from February 14th through the 22nd

and winner of the Tony and the Drama Desk
Awards for Best Book, The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee has charmed audiences
across the country with its effortless wit and
humor. Featuring a fast-paced, wildly funny and
touching book by Rachel Sheinkin and a truly
fresh and vibrant score by William Finn
(Falsettos, A New Brain), this bee is one
unforgettable experience.
An eclectic group of six mid-pubescents vie

for the spelling championship of a lifetime. While
candidly disclosing hilarious and touching stories
from their home lives, the tweens spell their way
through a series of (potentially made-up) words,
hoping never to hear the soul-crushing, pout-
inducing, life un-affirming "ding" of the bell that
signals a spelling mistake. Part of the fun of the
show is that no two performances are ever the
same. Audience volunteers are selected at each
show to participate onstage in scenes, songs and
choreography.
The cast features some familiar faces at CDC

Theatre and some new ones: Sean Lynch-
Littlejohn as Chip Tolentino, E. Rachel Valovcin
as Logainne Schwartzandgrubenier, Zach
Mazouat as Leaf Coneybear, Zach Love as
William Barfee, Mallory Ann Wu as Marcy
Parks, Patrina Caruana as Olive Ostrovsky, Alexa
Teebo as Rona Lisa Peretti, Ian Federgreen as
Vice Principle Panch and Brendan Lynch-

Littlejohn as Mitch Mahoney. The show is
directed by Nevil Schwartz with choreography
by Michelle Massa and musical direction by John
Brzozowski.
Six spellers enter: one speller leaves! They

learn that winning or losing isn’t everything and
at least the losers get a juice box.
Links to tickets and additional information can

be found by visiting cdctheatre.org.
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CHAIR YOGA FOR SENIORS
The Linden Public Library and The Friends of

the Linden Library are proud to co-sponsor a
series of weekly programs offering Chair Yoga
for Seniors. These hour-long exercise sessions are
offered free-of-charge and are held every Friday
at 10 a.m. in the Columbia Bank Room of the
library. They are scheduled to run every Friday
from now through December 2020 and will be

taught by Paulette Rasul of the YMCA staff, who
is a registered yoga instructor.
Chair yoga is designed to improve balance,

strength and flexibility. It is practiced either while
seated or with the aid of a chair. It is a great form
of yoga for beginners, people with physical
disabilities or those who find typical yoga classes
too challenging.
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LINDEN
PUBLIC LIBRARY

31 East Henry Street in Linden, New Jersey 
908-298-3830 • lindenpl.org

Munsee                 District
Boy Scout Chess Tournament

Open to all registered Boy Scouts/Venturers/Explorers 
Non-scouts welcomed!

Saturday, February 22, 2020
10:30 am to 3:00 pm

Sign-in/setup starts at 10:00 am
Registration Closes 2-21-20

Cranford Community Center
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ • 908.709.7283

Registration is $15 • Note: this is a non-rated tournament.
Limited to 40 players who must know how to play chess, age 11 and  older.

For More Information: Email Jim Parlapiano at jim.parlapiano@hotmail.com
Or Will Adams at will.adams@scouting.org or 973-765-9322 x234 

Scouts can use Patriots' Path Council Munsee District Double Knot link 
to register on-line at ppbsa.doubleknot.com/event/2583007

Scouts can email Will Adams at Will.adams@scouting.org for more info.

Trophies awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place finishers.
Lunch will be provided for all players. 

This tournament meets the 6a requirement for earning a Chess merit badge.

7th
Annual

2020 Coordinated by
Proud to Sponsor of

EXPERIENCED ROOFER
Seeking employee

with expericnce in:
• Fascia Repair
• Gutter Hanging
• Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing
• Roof Washing

Must be good with ladders.
Driver’s license needed.

CALL RGC 908-276-8258

HELP WANTED

FEBRUARY FILMS
Include Black History Month 
and Valentine’s Day Movies

Every February, we remember Black History
Month. This year, the Linden Library will
celebrate real life events faced by African
Americans and as told in four Hollywood films
and documentaries. We also present three
awarding winning films describing the black
experience and feature two films about
Valentine’s Day.
Located at 31 East Henry Street, the Linden

Public Library has been serving the cultural,
educational, reading and artistic interests for the
city of Linden since it was founded in 1928. For
further information check out the library’s web
site at lindenpl.org. You can also like the Linden
Public Library on Facebook and follow us on
Instagram. 

Remember the Titans (2000; PG; 113 mins)
February 2 at 2:00 p.m. 
Lee Daniels’ The Butler
(2013; PG-13; 132 mins)

February 7 at 1:00 p.m. 
The Lost Valentine (2011; TV-PG; 87 mins)

February 11 at 2:00 p.m. 
Valentine’s Day (2010; PG-13; 125 mins)

February 14 at 1:00 p.m. 
I Am Ali (2014; PG-13; 111 mins)

February 18 at 2:00 p.m. 
Muhammad Ali’s Greatest Fight

(2013; NR; 97 mins)
February 18 at 6:00 p.m. 

Do the Right Thing (1989; R; 120 mins)
February 21 at 1:00 p.m.
An Officer and a Gentleman

(1982; R; 124 mins)
February 25 at 2:00 p.m. 

Bingo Long’s Travelling All-Stars
(1976; PG; 110 mins)

February 28 at 1:00 p.m.
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WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 3/10/20.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

Where Experience Counts!
ED SENA

COLONIA NAPA 732-636-7600
1225 St. Georges Ave. Fax: 732-636-4836
Colonia, NJ 07067 napacolonia@gmail.com

PAYLESS ROOFING
ROOFING – SIDING – REPAIRS

Roof Coatings - Flat Roofs
Same Day Service

• Same Phone # for 20 Years •

Call 908-486-0866
PaylessRoofingServices.com

Lic # 13VH00418100

Clark’s Auto Body

Save 20% to 30% OFF
Any competitor's estimate.

We can save your deductible costs!
We specialize in bumper repair.

We Buy Junk Cars & Trucks Up to $2,000.

201-423-0459

All your Commercial
and Residential
construction needs.
FREE ESTIMATES

Wayne Contractors
201-448-0775

25% OFF
ANY COMPETITOR’S
WRITTEN ESTIMATES.

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

WOOD FLOORS
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs

W/W CARPET & RUGS
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard

MR. HANDYMANNY
A Division of Carpet Doctor LLC.

NJ License # 13vh06607700
Odd Jobs, Cleanouts
& Handyman Services

Don’t bust your fanny. Call Manny!
Insured • References • Affordable

Cash • Checks • Credit Cards

908-342-5048

JUNK REMOVAL
908-342-5048
A Division of Carpet Doctor LLC.

Affordable Prices
Insured

References Available
NJ License 13vh0660770

BLACK HISTORY POSTER CONTEST 2020
All Linden students from grades K through 5

welcome!
Students, here is your chance to enter in a

Black History Poster Contest. This is your
opportunity to feel free artistically through art.
Submit an entry and make this contest an
awesome experience! There will be prizes for 1st
place winners only!

RULES AND REGULATIONS:
1. Any student in grades K through 5.
2. All entries must have full name, school,
teacher, grade, and parent/guardian cell
phone number printed on a blank index card
taped to the back.

3. All posters must be 9”x12”. Posters
exceeding this size will be disqualified.

4. The poster can be made from any drawing
paper material, ie. construction paper,
sketchbook paper, poster board paper, etc.

5. Any drawing material can be used on the
poster: chalk, color pencils, crayons,
pencils, markers, paint, etc.

6. Theme: Black American Authors.
7. All posters must be submitted to the John T.
Gregorio Center, 330 Helen Street on or
before February 18, 2020. The John T.
Gregorio Center hours: Monday thru Friday,
8:30am-4:30pm.

8. Posters will be judged on Wednesday,
February 19, 2020.

9. All posters from each participant will be
returned to their schools where their Art
teachers will announce the winners on
Thursday, February 20, 2020.

10. 1st place winners from each school will be
presented with a prize along with a photo
taken by Mrs. Martin-Ortiz from Linden
Recreation on Friday, February 21, 2020,
at their respective schools.

11. Be creative and have fun! Good luck.

For further information please call Mrs. Martin-Ortiz at 908-474-8627.
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Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise in 1 or all 21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

LINDEN FIREFIGHTERS
WILL COMPETE AT
FOOD AND WINE

FESTIVAL
On Monday, February 24, 2020, firefighters

from around New Jersey will compete at the
Cooked and Uncorked Food and Wine Festival
benefiting the New Jersey State Firefighter’s
Mutual Benevolent Association and The Burn
Center at Saint Barnabas Medical Center. This
event, which draws people from throughout New
Jersey, will be held at The Pines Manor, 2085
Route 27, Edison, NJ from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Last
year more than $50,000 was raised from the event
which was attended by more than 1000 people.
The Ultimate Fire Department Cook-off will

be an integral part of the evening as firefighters
from 25 departments will compete in three
different categories: Gourmet, Firehouse and
Dessert.
The competition is part of the culinary

extravaganza where participants will be able to
experience the tastes and flavors of more than 40
of New Jersey’s finest restaurants, caterers and
dessert shops all in one location.
If you are looking for an entertaining evening

of great food and wine, don’t miss this event.
Tickets are $60 in advance and $65 at the door.
Visit cookedanduncorked.com to order tickets,
view participating restaurants and wine/spirits
and for more information.
Tickets can be also be ordered by calling the

NJ FMBA at 908-499-9250.
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February

Epicor / Mercer
1414 / 1410 East Linden Avenue

2/14 - Happy Valentine’s Day
2/17 - Happy President’s Day

“Love and Peace”

• Washington - “Love” of Country
• Lincoln - “Love” of All Mankind

• Reagan - “Love” of Peace and Freedom
Reagan / Thatcher / Gorbachev
“No Walls” / World Peace / Allies / Friendship

• Kennedy:
“Ask not what your country can do for you 

– ask what you can do for your country,”
• Practice the attributes of these “True” Presidential Leaders

- and 
Business becomes a “Pleasure” both for

the entrepreneur and the customer!
“Satisfaction Guaranteed”
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Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event:
facebook.com/metrolinden

We specialize in hard to find items
and custom orders, just ask!

15% OFF
Any purchase of 

12 bottles of wine
Restriction apply. 

Coupons not valid on sale items.

10% OFF
Any purchase of 
6 bottles of wine

Restriction apply. 
Coupons not valid on sale items.

VISIT THE STORE FOR
MORE IN-STORE SPECIALS

WHISKY
Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $28.97
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $28.99
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $55.99
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $42.99
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $28.99
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $58.99
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $72.99
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $27.99
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $48.99
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $25.99
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $19.99
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $32.99
Gentleman Jack ...............................750ml...................... $29.99
Gentleman Jack ...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99
Glenmorangie 10 yrs old .................750ml...................... $40.99
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $45.99
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L ...................... $86.99
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $13.99
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $23.99
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $25.99
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $25.99
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $29.99
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $54.99
Jim Beam Whisky ............................1.75L ...................... $29.99
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $185.09
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $379.99
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $32.09
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $62.09
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $34.99
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $32.09
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $54.99
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $27.99
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $49.99

GIN
Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $35.99
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $36.99
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $17.99
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $21.99
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $36.99

COGNAC & BRANDY
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $26.99
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $46.99
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $42.99
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L ...................... $80.99

CORDIALS
Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $39.99
Duggan’s Irish Cream ......................1.75L ...................... $24.99
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $36.99
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $13.99
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $22.99
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $40.99

VODKA
Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $19.09
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $29.09
Belvedere Vodka..............................750ml...................... $27.99
Belvedere Vodka..............................1.75L ...................... $44.99
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $15.99
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $24.99
Grey Goose .....................................750ml...................... $27.99
Grey Goose (all types) .....................1.75L ...................... $49.99
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99
Luksusowa .......................................1.75L ...................... $22.99
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $11.99
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $21.99
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $11.99
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $18.99
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $29.09
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $30.99

RUM
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $12.99
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $19.19
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $25.99
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $17.99
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $25.09

TEQUILA
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $29.99
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................1.75L ...................... $59.99
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $42.99
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $85.99
Patron XO Café ................................1.75L ...................... $34.99

BEER
Becks (12oz) 24pk ........................... 24pk....................... $24.99
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $22.99
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $19.99
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $14.99
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $19.99
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $21.99
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $28.99
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $21.99
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $28.99
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $24.99
Lech (500ml) ................................... 20pk ...................... $28.99
Modelo Especial cans...................... 24pk ...................... $25.99
New Belgium Fat Tire ..................... 24pk ...................... $33.99
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $18.99
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $29.99
Sagres.............................................. 24pk....................... $24.99
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $32.99
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $28.99
Dogfish Head 60 min. ...................... 24pk ...................... $33.99
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $19.99
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $19.99

ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory. 
Not responsible for typographical errors. 

Prices valid till February 29, 2020.

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price”
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”

VISIT THE STORE FOR MORE IN-STORE SPECIALS
Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines

Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036

908-925-1770
email: metroliquors@gmail.com

www.metroliquors.com
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm Sun. 11pm - 8pm

870 ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065

732-381-6776
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

www.wittyswine.com

Witty’s
Fine Wine and Liquors

TWO
LOCATIONS

q t y ]

WINE
Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $11.99
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $11.99
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $  4.99
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $  8.69
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $  5.99
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $14.99
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $156.99
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $11.99
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml ............ $  9.99
Fish Eye (All Types) .................................1.5L ............... $  9.95
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry..............750ml ............ $10.99
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $  9.99
Gazela Vinho Verde ..................................750ml............. $  6.49
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon.............750ml............. $26.99
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $12.09
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml ............ $13.99
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml ........... $ 10.99
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml ............ $21.99
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml ............ $11.97
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml ............ $  9.99
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml ............ $  8.99
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $42.99
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $10.98
Ruffino Chianti .........................................750ml ............ $  8.99
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5 L .............. $13.97
Ruffino Pinot Grigio .................................1.5L ............... $12.99
Ruffino Tan label  ....................................750ml ............ $19.99
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml ............ $22.09
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml ............ $76.99
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $12.99
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $11.49


