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Loryn O'Brien
Coldwell Banker East 
209 Central Ave
Westfield, NJ

lorynobrien118@gmail.com
908-247-1136
Office: 908-233-5555

DEDICATED
TO RESULTS,
A TRADITION
OF TRUST
Let Me Find

Your Dream Home

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice

. . . and everything in between, WE CAN HELP.

ARNOLD’S
PEST CONTROL

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062
ArnoldsPestControl.com

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

CALL
TODAY!

CRANFORD WRESTLING ALUMNI NIGHT
mat. The torch was passed to the Cougars of Today and they
were told that this is their time….get it done!
Our youngest Cougars were 2019 graduates who wrestled

for Cranford just last year. They were thrilled to be part of the
alumni now. For all four years they got to experience what this
magical night was all about, from the wrestlers perspective.
The fact that so many who wrestled on the 2015-2019 teams
make it back is a testimony to wrestling for our school and our
town. They are welcomed in as brothers. Dean Smith, Kyell
Roper, Jack Korzeneski were just 3 of the 2019 alumni who
took part in the ceremony.
In remembrance we had Dana Marie Caruso, sister of the

late William “Willie the Kid” Carpenter and Sam Cerrato,
brother of the late Anthony “Nooch” Cerrato. We also had John
Vicci who represents himself and son JT who was part of the
first couple of alumni nights.
We never forget our Cougar family, it’s just that simple.

Some of the guys I know that did not make the photo but were
there were Dave Aldredge, Rob Buchannan and Ron Melao.
Most importantly, they stayed for the majority of the match
and that’s what it’s all about.
A huge welcome back to alum Scott Bonito who made it

back for the first time. What a great surprise to see Errol
Petgrave show up and see him back at the Dive afterwards! He
was at the very first alumni match in 15 when we beat Park
and it was great to see him at this one!
Thank you to all the Cranford Wrestling Alumni who were

able to turn out for the 6th annual alumni night event.

(above) Cranford Cougars’ Wrestling Alumni gathered for the 6th annual Alumni Night, held on Friday, January 3, 2020

Submitted by Bob Bulger
The Cranford Cougars’ 6th annual Wrestling Alumni Night

was held on Friday, January 3, 2020. Cougar pride was
displayed by the entire team that night. The Cougars were 6-
0 following their alumni night win. Congratulations to head
coach Pat Gorman and our entire coaching staff. We thank you
for recognizing the alumni and for doing this every year for
the brotherhood of Cougars!
Approximately 65 to 70 alums turned out on alumni night.

Our oldest alumnus this year was Jimmy Farrell, son of the
late great founder and legendary coach Herb Farrell. Jimmy
earned his spot on his own accord, as a wrestler with the
Cougars who graduated CHS Class of 1968, and as an
assistant to his father for many years and interim coach when
his father fell ill. He led out the Cougars Alumni procession
with grace and dignity. As we lined the mats preparing for the
varsity to take the mats, I commented to Jimmy that “I wish
your dad was here to see this”. He smiled ear to ear and
responded with his high pitched voice, “He would have loved
this!”
Frank Genova was 2nd in line following Jimmy. Frank was

captain of the 1985 and 1986 North Jersey Group 3 State
Champs and 4th in the state in 1986 at 135. He was awarded
alumni of the year at this year’s Annual Golf Outing and I told
him then he would be leading us out! As we lined the mats the
varsity came out to Johnny Cash’s version of “Sooner or Later
God will Cut You Down” and walked out to our end of the
mat. Each Cougar was greeted by every alumnus around the
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Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Non-Emergency Police ..........908-272-2222
Non-Emergency Fire..............908-709-7360
Non-Emergency First Aid......908-272-2222
Administrator .........................908-709-7205
Attorney .................................908-709-7200
Building and Construction.....908-709-7213
Clerk.......................................908-709-7210
Court Administrator ...............908-709-7242
Downtown Business &
Economic Development ....908-709-7208

Library ...................................908-709-7272
Engineer .................................908-709-7219
Health Inspector.....................908-709-7225
Judge ......................................908-709-7242
Prosecutor ..............................908-709-7242
Public Defender .....................908-709-7242
Public Works..........................908-709-7217
Recreation & Parks ................908-709-7283
Recycling ...............................908-709-7217
Registrar.................................908-709-7238
Swim Pool..............................908-709-7260
Tax Assessor...........................908-709-7211
TV 35 .....................................908-709-3995

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Did you or someone you know accomplish

something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your latest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Cranford Monthly your news!

Call: 908-858-4012
Fax: 908-709-9209

Email: editor@rennamedia.com

Munsee                 District
Boy Scout Chess Tournament
Open to all registered Boy Scouts/Venturers/Explorers 

Non-scouts welcomed!
Saturday, February 22, 2020

10:30 am to 3:00 pm
Sign-in/setup starts at 10:00 am
Registration Closes 2-21-20

Cranford Community Center
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ • 908.709.7283

Registration is $15 • Note: this is a non-rated tournament.
Limited to 40 players who must know how to play chess, age 11 and  older.

For More Information: Email Jim Parlapiano at jim.parlapiano@hotmail.com
Or Will Adams at will.adams@scouting.org or 973-765-9322 x234 

Scouts can use Patriots' Path Council Munsee District Double Knot link 
to register on-line at ppbsa.doubleknot.com/event/2583007

Scouts can email Will Adams at Will.adams@scouting.org for more info.

Trophies awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place finishers.
Lunch will be provided for all players. 

This tournament meets the 6a requirement for earning a Chess merit badge.

7th
Annual

2020 Coordinated by
Proud to Sponsor of
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7
EMERGENCY
SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF
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PITTSBURGH’S MEGAN PENNINGTON TO MAKE HER HEADLINE DEBUT AT
NORTHERN NEW JERSEY’S MOST INTIMATE COFFEEHOUSE

so bring the entire family!
Doors open 7:30 p.m. The show starts at 8:00

p.m. Admission is $20.00.
Plan now for an evening of great music in

Northern New Jersey’s Most Intimate
Coffeehouse™.
Proceeds will help YWCA Union County’s

PALS arts therapy program for children who have
witnessed domestic violence.
ABOUT SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFÉ
Dedication best defines the Salem Roadhouse

Café: dedication to excellent music and
dedication to the community. Now in its twelfth
year, The Salem Roadhouse Café reaffirms its
commitment to both.
Started in 2008 by members of Townley

Presbyterian Church with a grant from the
Presbytery of Elizabeth, the Roadhouse Café
continues to operate as a non-profit that raises
funds for several carefully chosen local charities.
That may be its social mission… but the
Roadhouse Café is and has been a solid
performance venue beloved by the musicians
who play there because of its special intimacy
with the audience. Many of the performers
describe the Roadhouse Cafe as “a great listening
room” where serious music lovers can enjoy the
performance without any distracting background
noise.

COMMUNITY ORIENTATION
The Salem Roadhouse Café has raised funds

for many carefully chosen charities. They
include: The Presbytery of Elizabeth E-port
Center, Center For Hope Hospice, Community
Food Bank, Monarch Housing, Angel Paws
Animal Rescue, National MS Society, Haiti
Disaster Relief, Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief,
The Union County YWCA Domestic Violence
Program, Making It Possible To End
Homelessness, Camp Johnsonburg, The Music
Institute, and others.
The Salem Roadhouse Café often features

many of the performers who have graced the
stage in the past, as well as brings talent that is
new to the Café stage. The current season is
benefitting the YWCA Union County’s PALS arts
therapy program for children who have witnessed
domestic violence
Admission includes the show, snacks,

beverages and dessert.
See the Roadhouse on Union TV Channel 34’s

“Union After Dark” nightly music series.
Salem Roadhouse Cafe is located at 829 Salem

Road, Union, NJ. 
Visit online at roadhousecafe.org or at

facebook.com/roadhousecafe. To reach by phone,
call 1-908-687-1028, leave a message and a
return number.

The Salem Roadhouse Cafe proudly presents
Megan Pennington, performing on Saturday,
February 8, 2020.
Megan Pennington was born and raised in

Pittsburgh, PA. Signed to a recording contract at
just 19 years old, she released her first single
‘Free’ and watched it soar to #1 on the VRadio
Nashville Top 40 chart – the biggest independent
chart in the world at the time. 
Not to be enticed or deluded by instant success,

Megan remained in college and received her
degree. Majoring in Science, she specialized in
Music Theory and was elected charter Vice
President of the Society of Creative Musicians. 
During her two terms as president, Megan and

her newly founded club became 4-time winners
of the prestigious Star Award - 3 in 2016 and
another in 2017. Megan has released four singles
to date that have charted worldwide and
continues to tour the United States with
international dates on the horizon.
Megan will be joined on stage by local

performers Matt Powers, Ray Powers and “Mad”
Mike Cullens.
Original artwork will be on display for all to

enjoy and purchase.
Fans won’t want to miss this live, up front and

personal show.
All ages are welcome. It's a wholesome show,
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In a one-night-only appearance on Monday,
February 3 at 7:00 p.m., master flutist Galen
Abdur-Razzaq will join us for a lecture and
performance: “Jazz and the Civil Rights
Movement.” He will discuss and perform jazz
pieces by artists who contributed to the formation
and progress of the civil rights movement. This
program, which will be held at the Cranford
Community Center, is sponsored by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Born in Montclair, NJ, Galen has performed

domestically and internationally for over 30
years, traveling to universities, concert halls,
festivals, and libraries around the globe. An
extraordinary flutist with an extensive
performance career, he holds a Masters Degree
in Education and Performing Arts from Rutgers
University and studied music at the Berklee
School of Music in Florida. In his performances
and lectures, Galen seeks to provide listeners

with an understanding and appreciation of jazz –
its theory, its musicians, and its historical
significance. 
In “Jazz and the Civil Rights Movement,” he

addresses some of those who took a public stand
against the discriminatory practices of the times,
using their influence to speak to the consciences
of the American people. This group included
Leonard Bernstein, John Coltrane, Charlie
Parker, Miles Davis, Harry Belafonte, Sydney
Poitier, Charlton Heston, Frank Sinatra, Sammy
Davis, Jr., Nina Simone, Charles Mingus, and
Ray Charles. Learn more about Galen at
flutejuice.net.
Admission is free and all are welcome. For

information about the Cranford Public Library,
the Friends of the Cranford Public Library, and
other upcoming events, visit cranfordlibrary.org.
The Cranford Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue and is accessible to all.

(above) Master flutist Galen Abdur-Razzaq will
present a lecture and performance, “Jazz and

the Civil Rights Movement,” on
Monday, February 3 at 7:00 p.m.

MASTER FLUTIST GALEN ABDUR-RAZZAQ TO
PERFORM AT COMMUNITY CENTER

- JAZZ AND THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990

“Family care for newborns through 100”

Call For Exceptional Home Care Services

800-668-2317
care@royalcaregivers.com
RoyalCareGivers.com

Fully Licensed, 
Insured, Bonded, 
and Accredited

Featured In-Home Care Services
• Personal Care         • Meal Preparation
• Companionship       • Medication Reminder 
• Respiratory Care     • Bathing & Grooming 
• Grocery Shopping    • Light House Keeping 
• Sitter Services         • Non-Medical 

Transportation 

- Live-In Care
-A+ Rated Quality

- Weekend & Holidays
- Transitional & Long Term

- Hourly Care (Multiple Shifts)

LIFESTYLE SUPPORT
PERSONAL CARE

TRADITIONAL CARE

FREE CARE
ASSESSMENT
Same day 
Service 
Available
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225 Terminal Avenue (L’Oréal Way)
(at the corner of Terminal & Westfield Avenues)

732-374-3833 • retrofitness.com/clarknj
Mon-Fri: 4:30am-11pm | Sat: 5:30am-7pm | Sun: 6:30am-7pm

Clark, NJ

CHECK OUT ALL WE HAVE TO OFFER!
• Awesome Group Classes
• Top of The Line Equipment
• One-On-One Personal Training
• Retro Blends® Smoothie Bar

Optum Fitness Advantage from
UnitedHealthcare is available at this location

• Full Service Pro Shop
• Tanning Available
• Over 160+ Locations Nationwide

JOIN IN FEBRUARY
$0ENROLLMENT

For Ultimate Memberships Only.
Unlimited Guest Privilages.

Use at Any Retro Fitness Location.
Full Use of Club Amenities.

FREE Fitness Assessment and More!

See Club For Details.
Offer Ends 2/29/20. 

SONGS IN THE KEY OF LOVE:
VALENTINE'S DAY FUNDRAISER WITH TOP CLASSICAL ARTISTS

with concert to follow at 8 p.m. Tickets are $20
for adults, $10 for middle, high and college
students, and $50 for a family of up to 5.
Dinner will be served at Bates Hall at First

Presbyterian Church and an open mic is available
for anyone who would like to perform during the
dinner. The following concert will be in the main
sanctuary. To buy tickets, go to the event 
“Songs in the Key of Love” 
at brownpapertickets.com 
or e-mail Christine Hoffman 
at ChrisFedHoff@aol.com.

Money raised by this event will go to the
Cranford Schools Friends of Performing Arts, a
501c3 that was formed by parents to help the
performing arts program in the public schools.
Our members and fundraisers have helped to
support educational trips and transportation,
equipment such as a cello rack, vibraphone, and
a conductor’s stand, and performance and
instruction by the world-famous Yale
Whiffenpoofs.

Please consider becoming a member! 

(above) Come enjoy “Songs in the Key of Love” on Valentine’s Day in support of the Cranford Schools Friends of Performing Arts.

Come enjoy Valentine’s Day with us and
support the performing arts at Cranford High
School too! On Friday, February 14 come with
loved ones to hear New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra concertmaster Brennan Sweet and his
cellist wife, Christine play classical pieces and
love songs. They are joined by multiple grammy-
awards nominee winner Allison Brewster
Franzetti on piano. 
The night offers a unique and fun way to share

Valentine’s Day with your family and loved ones.
Light dinner will be served, starting at 7 p.m.,
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908-251-9441
Mrhandyman.com

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL -
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE -

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% OFF
OF LABOR COST
On labor only, materials not included.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

Exp. 2/29/20.

FILM SCREENINGS AT THE
CRANFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Join the Friends of the Cranford Public Library
for captivating international and Hollywood
films.
On Monday, February 24 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00

p.m., we'll show films from France and Sweden
as part of our Foreign Films series. (Films will be
shown in French and Swedish with subtitles.)
Please contact the Cranford Public Library at
908-709-7272 for titles.
On Wednesday, February 12 at 7:00 p.m., we’ll

debut new films Judy and Harriet as part of our

New Movie Night series.
And on Thursday, February 6 at 7:00 p.m.,

we’ll show 2019’s hit documentary Amazing
Grace about the life of Aretha Franklin.
Admission is free and all are welcome. For

information about the Cranford Public Library,
the Friends of the Cranford Public Library, and
other upcoming events, visit the Cranford Public
Library page at cranfordlibrary.org. The Cranford
Community Center is located at 220 Walnut
Avenue and is accessible to all.

CRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL TO PRESENT
GUYS AND DOLLS

Cranford High School Performing Arts
Department will present Guys and Dolls on
February 28, 29 and March 1. The musical Guys
and Dolls was written in the late 1940s by Jo
Swerling and Abe Burrows, with lyrics and
music by Frank Loesser. The musical was
originally produced on Broadway in 1950 and
won the Tony Award for Best Musical. Since
then, there have been several Broadway and
London revivals of Guys & Dolls, as well as a
1955 movie adaptation.
The 2020 Cranford High School production

will be presented on February 28 and 29 at 7:30
p.m. and on March 1 at 2 p.m. Reserved tickets
are available in advance online at
chs.booktix.com for $15, and will also be

available at the door. Student rush tickets will be
available at the door for $10 with a valid student
ID. The dress rehearsal on February 27 at 7:30
p.m. is open to senior citizens for free. The
Cranford Public Schools Permitted Items Policy
will be in effect for the performances; no bags or
purses will be allowed in the theater. 
For additional information, 
please contact Elizabeth Sheehan 
at sheehan@cranfordschools.org 
or call Cranford High School 
at 908-709-6272. 
Join the Cranford High School for 

Guys and Dolls 
February 28, 29 and March 1.

Monday
11:30 am – 10 pm
Tuesday & Thursday
11:30 am – 11 pm
Friday & Saturday

11:30 am – 12:30 am
Sunday & Holidays
12:30 pm – 11 pm

Lun Wah
Restaurant & Tiki Bar

Chinese & Polynesian
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

908-245-0656
587 Raritan Road • Roselle, NJ
(Corner of Wood Ave. and Raritan Rd.)

$10 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

OF $50 OR MORE
Can’t be combined with any other offer. Dine in only. 
Not valid with show or special events. Exp. 2/29/20.

Hawaiian Luau Tribute to Elvis
Featuring internationally acclaimed 

Elvis tribute artist Jim Barone

TUE: FEB 11
Dinner seating begins at 6:30 PM
Show starts at 7:30 PM.

Also Tuesdays:
MAR 31 & MAY 12

Table seats $25, Booth seats $20; includes show and first drink. 
Mixed seating. Call 908-245-0656 for reservations.

Reservations with ticket purchase only. Call now! Only 50 seats per show available.

$6 LUNCH MENU

KONANTIQUES

WE BUY ANTIQUES
FREE HOUSE CALLS

908-578-7593
We buy entire estates or single items and pay the

highest prices along with friendly, professional service.
Free on-site consultation at your home or business

info@konantiques.com
www.konantiques.com

Located in Summit

Over 20
years of

Experience
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IN HONOR OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
MEET SERGEANT WILLIAM HENRY LEE, ONE OF CRANFORD'S 86

By Don Sweeney, research by Stu Rosenthal, military proofreading by Vic Bary and editing by Janet Ashnault.

that it was a perfect job for William because he
would never be seen in anything but neatly
pressed clothing. Sadly, in April 1940, census
reports tell us that William Sr. and his wife had
divorced, and he was now living with a friend at
31 Elise Street, just a block from Bertha and their
children. We have been told that Elise Street was
once lined with attached row homes which were
destroyed by fire in the 1960s. Today, the corner
of South Avenue and Elise Street, the site of the
former row homes, still sits undeveloped and the
house at #31 is currently empty and appears to be
slated for demolition.
As the country was trying to recover from the

Great Depression, most did not realize that US
participation in WWII was truly on the horizon.
At the same time, within our US military itself,
another conflict was brewing. The situation
involving racial injustice in the armed services,
combined with a higher percentage of Black
Americans being recruited, was becoming
volatile.
The Army War College Guidelines from WWI,

a report written in 1917, referenced the problems
of mixing African Americans with White
soldiers. It stated that Black soldiers were
liabilities, rather than assets to the war effort and
that they had little capacity for initiative. The
conclusion of the report was that the only place
for a Black soldier in the Army was in a service
or pioneer unit. Pioneer units were infantry
laborers who did many tough jobs, one of which
was collecting the bodies of fallen soldiers from
battlefields and performing burial services.
Another was “going ahead of advancing troops

clearing the routes as necessary”. The report
further stated, to maintain order, Black soldiers
should be segregated from White soldiers.
Going into the 1930s, our military was guided

heavily by the report, therefore, before 1938, the
recruitment of African Americans was not
encouraged.  But, with a world war looming, the
War Department formulated a new, grand plan to
utilize the African American population to bolster
our armed forces. Backed by the 1898 Supreme
Court ruling of Plessy vs. Ferguson, which
changed the interpretation of the 14th
Amendment to make segregation legal again, the
armed forces would now segregate the races of
their entire populations. Using the premise of the
ruling, that, if they provided “separate but equal”
housing, messing and recreation, they were
totally within the law to keep the races separated.
It would seem that the Army worked harder on
the “separate” and less on the “equal”. Most
reports described the Black quarters and facilities
as deplorable. The magnitude of what would be
required to create separate spaces for the races
could be better understood by examining the
numbers. Between 1932 and 1939, the number of
African Americans in the US military was a
yearly average of about 2,000. From 1939 to
1944 that number would grow to over 500,000 at
its height.
In 1942, the War Department, now having

targeted part of their recruitment campaign
towards Black Americans, specifically advertised
a good wage to “negro soldiers”.  Perhaps he was
influenced by the recruitment initiative or
possibly by his brother’s service in WWI, but ten
months after the United States was plunged into
WWII, William Henry Lee bravely stepped up to
serve our country. On September 29th, 1942, 33-
year-old, 5-foot 9-inch, 136 pound, William Lee
walked into the US Armed Forces recruiting
offices on Broad Street in Newark and enlisted
into the Army for the duration of the war. That
October he was shipped out for training to
MacDill Airfield on Tampa Bay, in Florida. In
this era, Black soldiers from the northern US that
were sent to the Deep South would not be
accustomed to the blatant racism and segregation
that was present there. It was a difficult situation
described in detail in a book found by Stu
Rosenthal, Blacks in The Army Airforce during
World War II, by Alan Osur. The author describes
an indoctrination that our Cranford 86 hero may
have experienced upon his arrival at his new
Army home and it would set the stage for the
change in culture he was about to encounter in
the Jim Crow south.
“A black enlisted man reported that when his

unit arrived in Tampa for stationing at MacDill
Field, their train was met by ‘this big rednecked
sheriff’ who told them that there was only one
place for them to socialize and that was along
Central Avenue. He then introduced a local ‘good
n*****r’, who instructed the black soldiers on

As the coordinator and lead writer of the
Cranford 86 project, I regularly receive inquiries
and requests for information in regard to many of
the 86 servicemen on Cranford's honor roll.
Shortly after our project's inception, I received a
correspondence from Pastor William Lee III of
Georgia, grandson and namesake of Sergeant
William Lee, one of our Cranford 86 heroes.
Sergeant Lee, an African American, died serving
during World War II while in the Army Air Force
(AAF). Pastor Lee was inquiring as to any
information that Cranford 86 may have about his
grandfather. Our team responded and we have
been in contact with the pastor ever since. With
Sergeant Lee’s story being so tightly linked to the
African American struggles to achieve civil
rights, we have been trying for the past two years
to profile his story during February in honor of
African American History Month. It was for lack
of sufficient details that we missed the last two
February deadlines. Finally, the work of our
researcher Stu Rosenthal uncovered some new
facts that were deemed relevant to notable
historic and social events and with that, we
decided that William Lee's story was ready to be
told. 
William Henry Lee, the youngest of nine

children, was born in Farmville, Virginia, likely
on March 9th, 1909. His parents were York Lee,
a laborer in a tobacco factory, and Cora Lee, a
private cook. Both parents were born right after
the conclusion of the American Civil War, and
therefore were among the first freeborn African
Americans in the former Confederacy. This
would be the first connection to the civil rights
timeline which would run through William’s life
story. By 1915, William's mom Cora and his
grandmother Martha Booker, a freed slave, with
at least 3 of William's siblings, had moved to
Cranford. They first set up home at 312 North
Avenue E. and then later moved to 27 Burnside
Avenue. The family became active members of
the First Baptist Church at 100 High Street,
where William’s brothers were part of the gospel
choir. William’s oldest brother Benjamin, age 24,
entered World War I in August of 1918 and
served in the all Black 536th Engineer Service
Battalion. Census records tell us that in 1920,
William was still in Virginia with his dad. He
attended Bridge Street High School there and it
wasn’t until 1928 that nineteen-year-old William
moved to Cranford. He became an electrician’s
helper, living with his mom and his brother
Joseph, a chauffeur, and his sister Virginia. At the
time, Virginia was a seamstress, but later became
a nurse. His other older siblings had by then
moved to Patchogue, Long Island.
It was in 1930, that William would fall in love

and marry Bertha Bouknight and have a child,
Grace Evelyn. They would set up house at 10
Elise Street, Cranford and in 1932 have a second
child, William Jr.  William Sr. was now employed
at Progress Cleaners on South Avenue as a
clothing press operator and tailor. His family said (continued on page 10)

(above) This is the only known photo of
Sergeant William Henry Lee in uniform. It had
been in the possession of the Cranford

Historical Society and Cranford 86 was proud
to share it with Sergeant Lee's grandson.
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the proper way to act while in Tampa.”
Despite this atmosphere, William's leadership

qualities must have been recognized immediately
as he was promoted to the rank of Sergeant in just
three months.
Coincidentally, William Lee was not the only

Cranford kid at MacDill Airfield in 1942. 1st LT
Alan Okell, whose story was featured in 2019,
was transferred to MacDill in the summer of
1942. Tragic training accidents with the B-26
bombers were plaguing the commanders of the
base as they were losing “One a day into Tampa
Bay”. What we now realize was that crashing
planes with the loss of several full flight crews
was not the only problem happening at MacDill.
This base would become the epicenter of a
movement that would alter US military forces
forever. We could be certain that our two
Cranford heroes never met each other in Tampa.
Although serving at the same base, it can be said
that they were living in two entirely different
worlds.
By the 1940's, many Congressional mandates,

prompted by public sentiment, were implemented
requiring the Army to accept and utilize “Negro
soldiers” into all sections of the Army in the same
percentage of their numbers as compared to
Whites, 10%. Some branches of the armed forces
heeded the new regulations and accepted and
properly assigned Black recruits. But many all
but ignored the orders and still placed Black
soldiers into laborious janitorial, transportation,
food preparation and other unpopular service
positions, just as had always been done. Citing
objections and individual reasons the units were
in many cases allowed to maintain their status
quo. The AAF units were the last branch to accept
the African American, insinuating lack of
intelligence represented by low mathematics test
scores. The African American cadets stationed at
MacDill were placed in all Black units that would
repair holes in runways, mow lawns and clean
toilets. It was clear to these soldiers that the Black
men were doing the undesirable jobs, while the
White men were flying the planes. Frustrations

were soon transformed into anger, resulting in
bad morale and clashes between the races. The
pretext of using segregation to keep order within
the military was proving to be a failure.
In 1942, at about the time of William Lee’s

arrival at MacDill, a movement was taking root
called the Double V Campaign. It was started by
the Pittsburgh Courier, the nation’s most widely
read Black newspaper. The first V represented
victory against fascism abroad and the second V
for victory against racism at home. The
movement shed light on the contradictions
between our efforts to fight for a democratic
ideology worldwide and the racial inequities
prevalent in our own country. The Double V
Campaign applied pressure through social
protests and stimulated Congressional awareness
of the problems that racial discrimination within
our armed forces was causing. President and
Eleanor Roosevelt were staunch supporters of the
movement.
Around the country the Congressional

mandates were being met with different levels of
acceptance depending on the commanding
officers of the respective bases. Every officer
commanding a Black unit was, without
exception, a Southern White. It was felt that the
Southern officers knew how to handle the Black
soldier and knew the potential within them. Later
in the 1940s, Black soldiers received
commissions as officers of lieutenant and above.
Unbelievably, a White soldier would not have to
salute or be expected to follow a command from
a Black ranking officer. The highest ranking
African American soldier at MacDill in 1942, we
believe was a Sergeant (T-4), William Lee’s rank.
Racial unrest in the communities surrounding

the bases was another source of conflict for the
soldiers of color. The inability to travel on public
transportation or use public restrooms,
restaurants or even water fountains that were
designated “white only”, caused violent
encounters with the law which were often never
covered by local news outlets. Many conflicts
resulted in beatings and even killings, with the

perpetrators rarely pursued by law enforcement.
Use of disparaging terms when referring to the
Black soldiers was common.
Racial tensions came to a head in the summer

of 1943. Race riots broke out in cities around the
country, precursors of the riots of the 1960s.
Major uprisings occurred at AAF bases in
retaliation for the mistreatment of African
American cadets. In May, the riots were at
Bamber Bridge in England and in June and
August at MacDill Airfield in Tampa Florida,
Sergeant Lee’s base. We cannot document that
William Lee was involved, but some evidence
may point to that probability. First, as a Sergeant,
he was among the highest ranking Black soldiers
on base; second, he was a Northern soldier, said
to be the most outraged at the lack of proper
treatment; and third, at age 34, he was older than
most, having enlisted late in life. So, he most
likely had the respect of his younger enlisted
comrades and would have felt the responsibility
to support the movement.
A later uprising and riot at Freeman Field in

Indiana was larger and more organized.
Undoubtedly inspired by the MacDill riots, it
brought national attention to the general failure
of the AAF segregation quota policies of Black
flying units and revealed the lack of commitment
of some AAF leaders to implement War
Department directives on racial matters. The
military's eventual response to these uprisings,
paved the way for the aspiring African American
aviators who were to follow. At the same time
that civil rights protests were occurring on
airbases home and abroad, the government had
taken notice and began an experiment to
aggressively train Black pilots at the Tuskegee
Institute in Alabama, an all-Black college
founded by Booker T. Washington. By war’s end,
992 pilots had graduated, half of whom flew over
Europe and were responsible for 260 enemy kills.
The Tuskegee Airmen, as they were called, would
never lose a bomber to enemy fighters. The
success of this program had a tremendous
influence towards the desegregation of the armed
forces in 1948.
By November 1943, Sergeant Lee was

deployed. He was assigned to an AAF Radio
Center in Britain, at a time when less than 1% of
the Black enlisted force was attached to the
Signal Corps. We theorize that Lee was placed in
a select, skill-based position, undoubtedly due to
the knowledge that he had acquired from his
civilian trade as an electrician’s helper. Radiomen
were responsible for transmitting and receiving
radio signals and processing all forms of
telecommunications through various
transmission media on the battlefields. It was
hard physical work that involved many outdoor
tasks in bad weather. The living quarters were
cold, damp and inferior compared to the White
soldiers’ accommodations. Racial relations off-
base in Britain were said to be a better situation
with the general public being more accepting of
the Black man. While he was still in a segregated
army and Jim Crow rules had followed him to

WILLIAM HENRY LEE (continued from page 9)

(continued on page 11)

(above, left) William Lee married Bertha Bouknight in 1932. 
They had two children, Grace Evelyn and William Jr. 

(above, Center) 31 Elise Street, William Lee’s last address in Cranford. 
He and his family lived in 3 different homes on Elise Street. 

Currently it is the last house standing on the street and seems slated for demolition. 
(above, right) William Lee and his family were active members of The First Baptist Church 

on 100 High Street.
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England, for the most part things were going well
for Sergeant William Lee.
Sometime in the first half of 1944, Sergeant

Lee was involved in a “camp accident”, injuring
him badly. No details of the accident were
available to us due to a fire in an Army archives
facility in 1973. He was sent back to the United
States to a string of Army hospitals for treatment
and to recuperate, first at Halloran Hospital (later
to become Willowbrook State School) in Staten
Island and then to the 15th General Hospital at
Fort Dix in NJ. On June 16th, 1944 he was
honorably discharged, 21 months after his
enlistment. Four months later, on October 7th,
1944, he died of pneumonia at the Castle Point
Veterans Hospital in Wappingers Falls, NY.
Sergeant Lee was buried with full military honors
at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch Plains, NJ.
The WWI guidelines pertaining to African

American soldiers, stated they should be used
primarily as infantry laborers in the pioneer units.
Sergeant William Henry Lee certainly did serve
as a pioneer, but not in the role that the military
had planned. This grandson of David Lee, a slave
from Farmville, Virginia, became a pioneer for
racial justice who helped to pave the way for
millions of Black men and women to follow in
his footsteps in the military and throughout life
as US citizens. The description of a pioneer
soldier’s job of “Going ahead of advancing
troops, clearing the routes as necessary” had
evolved into a prophecy for the civil rights
movement of which William Lee was an integral
part. He was an American patriot, one of our
Cranford 86, and has earned our respect and
gratitude.  
A touching letter to Cranford 86 from grandson

William H. Lee III gave us a perspective of the
love and respect that the family has for their hero.
In the letter, Pastor Lee told of the moment his

WILLIAM HENRY LEE (continued from page 10)
grandmother Bertha showed him the image of his
grandfather in uniform. He told us that he had
never seen a Black man in an Army uniform
before and it was the most amazing moment of
his life. Pastor Lee has fond memories of his 10
years in Cranford. Happily, he never felt that his
race had caused anyone to treat him differently
from any other kid. As a boy he remembers
decorating his bicycle on Memorial Day with red,
white and blue crepe paper. He would ride
through the streets of Cranford with American
flags flying from his handlebars, never realizing
that this was a day to honor his grandfather. The
photo that had so impressed Pastor Lee as a child,
unfortunately was destroyed in the fire on Elise
Street. Since then, he has been searching in vain
for a photo of his grandfather in uniform.
Cranford 86 was so pleased to share with him an
image of Sergeant William Henry Lee, from a
photo which had been in the possession of the
Cranford Historical Society. We are trying to
encourage Pastor William Lee III to travel from
his home in Georgia to join us on Memorial Day
morning for the dedication of his grandfather’s
street banner. We have invited him to deliver the
closing blessing on that day. He is going to do his
best to be there. Read the letter about his
grandfather at Cranford86.org.
We would like to thank the firefighters from

Cranford FMBA Local 37 for sponsoring
Sergeant William Lee’s banner. To learn more
about sponsoring a Cranford 86 hero or to donate
to our cause, please visit our website,
Cranford86.org, where you can read all of the
profiles that have been written to date. We hope
you will join us as well on Memorial Day
morning, post-parade at 10:00 am, as we honor
all of our 86 at Memorial Park.
See many YouTube links to related videos on

Cranford86.org.

CRANFORD 86 
Those who gave thier lives in service to our country.
DID YOU KNOW ONE OF THE CRANFORD 86? 
You can email us with any information 

info@cranford86.org
or call Don Sweeney 908-447-6511.

THE CRANFORD 86 56-PAGE BOOKLET AND
AWARENESS CAR MAGNET ARE AVAILABLE

FOR A DONATION
Please help us to fund our continuing
mission to tell the stories and see

the faces of all 86 Hometown Heroes.
Email: info@cranford86.org

or call Don Sweeney at 908-272-0876

An advertisement from The Cranford Chronicle
for William’s employer at the time of his

enlistment in 1942. 

At Hillside Cemetery in Scotch Plains, we found
the limestone, government issued gravestone of
Sergeant William H. Lee. The stone has
weathered in the 75 years that have passed
since his death. Much of the engraved lettering
is worn off and the stone has sunk 10 inches

into the ground. The date of birth on the stone is
questionable. According to census records from
April 1910, we feel that William’s actual

birthdate is March 10, 1909. 

(above) Central Avenue in Tampa Florida, the
only area in town where black soldiers were
allowed to socialize. It was the musical and
cultural center of Tampa, much as Harlem was
to African Americans in New York. Today it is a
park and an engraved sign tells of the history of
the African American business district that once
thrived there. See the YouTube video: Tampa
Technique: Rise, Demise, and Remembrance of

Central Avenue 

DID YOU KNOW ONE OF THE CRANFORD 86? You can email us with any information 
info@cranford86.org or call Don Sweeney 908-447-6511.
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$2 OFF
ANY CAR WASH 

SERVICE ANYTIME
With this coupon only.

Can’t be combined with any other offers.

$4 OFF
OUR GOLD QUALITY OR
HIGHER WASH SERVICE

With this coupon only.
Can’t be combined with any other offers.

20% OFF
ANY CAR WASH

With this coupon only.
Can’t be combined with any other offers.

550 South Ave. East • Cranford, NJ
908-272-7255
OPEN 7 DAYS

Hand Car Wash Available
Ask About Our Detail Service
Buff & Wax Full detail services available

Certified mechanics on staff

Auto Spa of Cranford wishes
you and your family

a healthy, happy New Year!

DEAR CRANFORD 86
I am writing to extend many
thanks to Don Sweeney and his
staff for the wonderful article he
wrote about our Uncle Patrick
P. Castaldo,GM 2. It was a job
well done and will serve our
family as a permanent account
of the bravery and valor of
Patrick. Thanks for the work
done to memorialize our uncle
as an American patriot and a
member of the Cranford 86. 

The family of 
Patrick P. Castaldo

GARDEN HISTORIAN AT COMMUNITY CENTER
Please join the Hanson Park Conservancy on

Tuesday, February 25, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. at the
Cranford Community Center as we welcome
back Garden Historian Lesley Parness for the
presentation, “Suitable For Framing: A Victorian
Woman’s Place In Botanic Art & Illustration.” 
When renowned British botanist John Lindley

wrote Ladies’ Botany in 1834, he did so to block
women from, not welcome them into, the
academic world of horticulture. Learn how
women figured it out anyway and managed to
contribute to science, influence public taste and
advance their own craft. The Victorian artists
featured range from rebels to spinsters,
suffragettes to missionary wives and are
highlighted with strikingly beautiful imagery and
humor. This engaging program is not to be
missed!
Lesley Parness is the retired Superintendent of

Horticultural Education at New Jersey's Morris
County Park Commission where she oversaw
programming at The Frelinghuysen Arboretum,
Willowwood Arboretum and Bamboo Brook
Outdoor Education Center. She is a member of
the Herb Society of America, The Council on
Horticultural and Botanical Literature, and
Garden State Gardens, a consortium of New
Jersey's public gardens of which she is a
Founding Member. 
The Cranford Community Center is located at

220 Walnut Ave. in Cranford, NJ. The program is
free and open to the public. No registration is
required, but seating is available on a first-come,
first-serve basis.
This presentation is sponsored by the Hanson

Park Conservancy. To learn more please visit our
website, hansonparkconservancy.com or like us
on Facebook. 

CRANE’S FORD DAR LUNCHEON
Submitted by Mary Leonard

The Crane’s Ford DAR chapter recently held
a holiday luncheon at Costa’s Restaurant in
Roselle Park. Attending were chapter members
from Cranford and the surrounding Union
County area.
The chapter, at the luncheon, collected gift

cards to be sent to Crossnore DAR School in

Crossnore, North Carolina. For more than 100
years the Crossnore School and Children’s
Home has provided sanctuary of hope and
healing for children. The National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution and the
Crane’s Ford Chapter have a long relationship
with Crossnore School by supporting the school
in various ways.

(above) DAR members from Cranford and surrounding towns gathered for a luncheon, where they
collected gift cards to be sent to Crossnore DAR School in Crossnore, North Carolina.
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AIR DUCT CLEANING
and DRYER VENT CLEANING

Anthony
Paterno

Since 1984

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
MEMBER OF THE 

NATIONAL AIR DUCT 
CLEANING ASSOC.

SEE OUR “HOW TO CLEAN AIR DUCTS” VIDEO AT:

AnthonyPaternoAirDuctCleaning.com

800-79CLEAN (800-792-5326)

@shopanthem shopanthemFollow us!

CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES,
GIFTS + MORE

100 North Union Avenue
Cranford, NJ

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE!OFF

Offer expires 2/29/19. Excludes sale items and S’well bottles.

www.anthemstylegift.com

20% 

SOUPER-BOWL SOUP ‘N SERVICE DAY -  FEB. 1
Cranford United Methodist Church invites you

to our Souper-Bowl Soup and Community
Service Day. On this day, the church will host a
Blanket-Making for the Homeless event in
combination with its annual Souper-Bowl Soup
and Chili sale on Saturday, February 1, 2020, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: In the education building of the

Cranford United Methodist Church, corner of
Walnut and Lincoln Aves. in Cranford.
Pick up some of the best soup and chili in

town. There’s nothing quite like a bowl of chili
or hearty soup on Super Bowl Day. Back by
popular demand, six fabulous homemade soups
and chilis will be available for take-out at the
church kitchen on February 1, 2020, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m.
Pints and quarts of a variety of soups and chilis

will be available for $5 and $9 each. Advance
orders are recommended. Download the order
form: cranfordumc.com, enclose your check
payable to CUMC and mail it to: Cranford United
Methodist Church, Souper-Bowl Sale, 201
Lincoln Ave. East, Cranford, NJ 07016. Pre-paid
advance orders must be received by mail or

dropped off in the church office by Monday,
January 27th. If you can’t order in advance, walk-
ins are welcome but we do sell out so arrive
early! Pick up your soup and then stay for blanket
making in the same location.

BLANKET-MAKING FOR THE HOMELESS
Join us as we create fleece blankets to be

donated to people in need of warmth and love.
No sewing skills are needed because these fleece
blankets are tied, not sewn. If you can tie a knot,
you’re good! Come with your children – this is
the perfect project to model caring for people in
need! Contact Holly Walker, hewalk99@aol.com
to sign up. Contributions to help cover the cost
of the fleece would be appreciated.
Blankets made at the event will be donated to

Operation Open Heart, a project of the Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless.
So, join us to warm up for the Super Bowl --

warm your stomach with soup and warm your
heart by making a blanket for the homeless!
Questions? Please call Angela at 

(908) 276-0936 or send an email to
office@cranfordumc.com.

CRANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2020
MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN

The Cranford Historical Society Membership
Committee announces that the Society’s 2020
membership campaign is under way. The
Cranford Historical Society is a non-profit
educational organization whose mission since
1927 has been to preserve and perpetuate the
history of Cranford for now and for future
generations. We cordially invite you to join us.
Being a member, you support the continuation of
our archives, costume department, the
maintenance of the Hanson House and Crane-
Phillips House Museum, our 3rd grade school
tours, our History Award program given out to a

Cranford High School Senior every year and our
community outreach programs and events for
visitors of all ages. Also, members receive 5
issues a year of our newsletter, the “Mill Wheel”
which is always informative.
A 2020 Membership Form can be found on the

Society’s website at cranfordhistoricalsociety.org.
For more info about joining 
the Cranford Historical Society,
please call the Society’s office 
at 908-276-0082 
or e-mail 
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
CRANFORD HISTORICAL

SOCIETY
PLEASE ACCEPT MY MEMBERSHIP IN THE
CRANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

MAIL YOUR CHECK TO:
CRANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 38
SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, CRANFORD NJ 07016

___$15 ___$25 ___$50 ___$75 ___$100

COMPANY NAME
________________________________

NAME_______________________________

TELEPHONE__________________________

ADDRESS____________________________

EMAIL ______________________________

___ PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING
BEE IS COMING TO CDC THEATRE IN CRANFORD
Running from February 14th through the 22nd

and winner of the Tony and the Drama Desk
Awards for Best Book, The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee has charmed audiences
across the country with its effortless wit and
humor. Featuring a fast-paced, wildly funny and
touching book by Rachel Sheinkin and a truly
fresh and vibrant score by William Finn
(Falsettos, A New Brain), this bee is one
unforgettable experience.
An eclectic group of six mid-pubescents vie

for the spelling championship of a lifetime. While
candidly disclosing hilarious and touching stories
from their home lives, the tweens spell their way
through a series of (potentially made-up) words,
hoping never to hear the soul-crushing, pout-
inducing, life un-affirming "ding" of the bell that
signals a spelling mistake. Part of the fun of the
show is that no two performances are ever the
same. Audience volunteers are selected at each

show to participate onstage in scenes, songs and
choreography.
The cast features some familiar faces at CDC

Theatre and some new ones: Sean Lynch-
Littlejohn as Chip Tolentino, E. Rachel Valovcin
as Logainne Schwartzandgrubenier, Zach
Mazouat as Leaf Coneybear, Zach Love as
William Barfee, Mallory Ann Wu as Marcy
Parks, Patrina Caruana as Olive Ostrovsky, Alexa
Teebo as Rona Lisa Peretti, Ian Federgreen as
Vice Principle Panch and Brendan Lynch-
Littlejohn as Mitch Mahoney. The show is
directed by Nevil Schwartz with choreography
by Michelle Massa and musical direction by John
Brzozowski.
Six spellers enter: one speller leaves! They

learn that winning or losing isn’t everything and
at least the losers get a juice box.
Links to tickets and additional information can

be found by visiting cdctheatre.org.

CRANFORD FIREFIGHTERS
COMPETE AT FOOD FEST
On Monday, February 24, 2020, firefighters

from around New Jersey will compete at the
Cooked and Uncorked Food and Wine Festival
benefiting the New Jersey State Firefighter’s
Mutual Benevolent Association and The Burn
Center at Saint Barnabas Medical Center. This
event, which draws people from throughout New
Jersey, will be held at The Pines Manor, 2085
Route 27, Edison, NJ from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Last
year more than $50,000 was raised from the event
which was attended by more than 1000 people.
The Ultimate Fire Department Cook-off will

be an integral part of the evening as firefighters
from 25 departments will compete in three
different categories: Gourmet, Firehouse and
Dessert.
The competition is part of the culinary

extravaganza where participants will be able to
experience the tastes and flavors of more than 40
of New Jersey’s finest restaurants, caterers and
dessert shops all in one location.
If you are looking for an entertaining evening

of great food and wine, don’t miss this event.
Tickets are $60 in advance and $65 at the door.
Visit cookedanduncorked.com to order tickets,
view participating restaurants and wine/spirits
and for more information.
Tickets can be also be ordered by calling the

NJ FMBA at 908-499-9250.

Robert Maslak
Sales Representative
Cell: 908-418-2319
Office: 908-561-5400
Fax: 908-756-5523
rmaslak@weichert.com

www.NJhomesbyrobert.com
55 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069

Watchung Office
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Submitted by Darren Torsone

During a faculty meeting held in January, the
Orange Avenue School family celebrated their
Teacher of the Year, Ms. Jamie Warner, who is
pictured with her supervisor, Mrs. Judith
Podbelski (Social Studies), and NJAPEHRD
Middle School Physical Education Teacher of the
Year, Mrs. Suzette de Araujo, who is pictured

with her supervisor, Mr. Darren Torsone,
(Physical Education/Health).
Congratulations to our recipients and to the

other nominees for Teacher of the Year who were
also honored at the meeting: Mrs. Elizabeth
Chandler, Ms. Kathleen Gilbert, Mrs. Jennifer
Prevost, and Mrs. Lauren Stivala.

Photo by Cranford Public Schools

(908) 272-3500
One Commerce Dr. Cranford, NJ 07016
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

Discovery
Child Care

Diamond 
Gymnastics 
Academy

Cranford
After Care

SUMMER CAMP 2020
Mon. June 8 thru Fri. September 4

• Weekly Session Options (2 wk. minimum)
• Gymnastics, Sports, Arts & Crafts & More!
• Day Trips - Pool, Bowling, Miniature Golf 
& More!
• Experienced Staff / CPR /First Aid Certified 

PIESCO CONTRACTING LLC
Building Trust Since 1952

Piescoandsons.com
piescoandsons@gmail.com

908-232-9284

• Specializing in 
whole house renovations, 
additions and custom 
alterations

• Custom built: 
Baths, Kitchens, Decks 
and Basements

• Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed

Projects completed on time and on budget.
Licensed and fully insured.

FREE ESTIMATES AND REFERENCES PROVIDED.

As a family business we remain dedicated
to quality crafstmanship

25% OFF Rug
Cleaning Sale!
Hurry! Offer Expires 2/29/20. Incoming orders only.

• Expert Hand Washing Process
• Repair & Restoration Services
• Fully Insured Service
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Sales & Service of Oriental Rugs & Carpets

Ask us about 
the proper way 
to store a rug!

210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

908-757-7847 (RUGS)
www.HamrahRug.com

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 3/10/20.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

Like us on Facebook

OPEN 7 DAYS 
• Gluten-Free Menu Available

• Catering • Dine In BYOB • Take-Out
Gift Certificates Available

220 South Ave. East
Cranford NJ

908-497-0700

In & Out in Under an Hour!
2 COURSES: $1295
Appetizer or salad & Entree

EXPRESS
BUSINESS LUNCH

Choice of Appetizers: Pasta Fagioli, 
Fried Zucchini, Meat Ball, Mussels Marinara, 
Mozzarella Carrozza, 
or Salads: Caprese Salad, Ceaser Salad, 
Ciao Bello Salad, Italian Salad.
Entree: Chicken Marsala, Chicken Parmigiana, 
Penne Vodka, Ravioli Marinara, Founder
Francase, Children Francases, Cavatelli Broccoli,
Eggplant Parmigiana, Chicken Spinich Wrap,
Personal Pie Pizza.
Coffee & Tea

ciaobellorestaurant.com
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All Major
Credit Cards Accepted

w y [ t

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY
Elizabeth Tradition Since 1949

725 RAHWAY AVE - ELIZABETH
908-354-8533

www.jacobsondistributingcompany.com

FREE DELIVERY
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm; 
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm;
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR CRANFORD
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES
One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase of $399.00. must present this coupon 

at time of purchase. Offer Expires 3/10/20.

APPLIANCES • GAS GRILLS • MATRESSES
Financing Available • Special Discounts

50% OFF SALES TAX

Clark’s Auto Body

Save 20% to 30% OFF
Any competitor's estimate.

We can save your deductible costs!
We specialize in bumper repair.

We Buy Junk Cars & Trucks Up to $2,000.

201-423-0459
All your Commercial
and Residential
construction needs.
FREE ESTIMATES

Wayne Contractors
201-448-0775

25% OFF
ANY COMPETITOR’S
WRITTEN ESTIMATES.

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

ALL PIPES
Plumbing

Heating and
Air Conditioning

Master Plumber Lic. #12951

Located in
Cranford, NJ

Joe Neglio

908-499-9092

Bonded &
Insured

HOMELESSNESS KNOWS NO SEASON IN UNION COUNTY
emergency winter sheltering program run by the
Elizabeth Coalition.
“It’s lifesaving work – not very many people

are willing to open their doors, so people of faith
come together to do it,” Pernini said.
Attendees sang and lit candles for 45 people

who have died due to homelessness.
Pernini and Flores-Tober acknowledged a

strong correlation between funding for
homelessness services and saving people from
the cold.
On the night of January 22, 2019, a total of 438

people were experiencing homelessness in Union

County, according to the 2019 Point-In-Time
Count. A total of 39 persons were unsheltered on
the night of the count, and 375 of the total
homeless persons were in Elizabeth.
Rev. Ron Thompson of Townley Presbyterian

Church in Union spoke about the universal
responsibility to care for people in need.
“All faiths agree on the dignity of people,” he

said.
For more information about CAU and its
services, contact us by phone at 908-354-3040,
online at caunj.org or by mail at 80 West Grand
Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.

(above) Attendees hold candles in memory of people who have died who were homeless at a vigil
at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rahway on December 19, 2019.

What do the world’s religions tell us about the
homeless and the needy?
Leaders of different faiths shared prevailing

teachings on charity, generosity and poverty at
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rahway on
December 19. The memorial vigil honored the
lives of people who have died due to
homelessness in Union County.
The 4th annual vigil was held just before the

longest night of the year, the winter solstice, to
symbolize the struggle of those who are homeless
and who often live out their lives on cold streets
or in dangerous abandoned buildings. The Union
County Interfaith Coordinating Council
organized the event with local agencies involved
in the fight against homelessness: Community
Access Unlimited (CAU) and The Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless. CAU is a
Union County-based, statewide nonprofit that
strives to integrate people with disabilities and at-
risk youth into the general community through
comprehensive supports.
The city of Elizabeth is losing federal Housing

and Urban Development (HUD) funding in 2020
for homelessness-related services under the
Emergency Solutions Grant initiative.
“The fact that we have lost this money in

Elizabeth will increase demand for county funds
that will be spread thinner,” said Carolee Marano,
assistant executive director of development at
CAU, which will lose $40,000 in grant funding.
“The cuts in HUD funding decrease our budget
for homeless prevention programs and we are
concerned about a rise in homelessness in the
county. We are also concerned about a rise in
homelessness among youth.”
CAU operates the only youth-only shelter in

Union County and runs services to support their
health and future independence. In addition to the
County youth shelter, CAU also operates 3
federal programs under the federal Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act: one shelter, a transitional
living program for females, and one for males.
CAU also provides rent assistance to prevent
homelessness.
Linda Flores-Tober, executive director of the

Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless,
reflected on circumstances that can push a person
or family into homelessness.
“There’s more to the story than ‘I couldn’t find

a job,’” Flores-Tober said. “What we see are a lot
of people who didn’t get engaged in the Division
of Developmental Disabilities system and now
the parents are not able to take care of them.”
Flores-Tober attributed 5 deaths in Elizabeth

to homelessness in 2019.
Faith speakers quoted teachings that the

faithful are called by God to relieve the less
fortunate of their trials or difficulties. Father
Sebastian Obando of St. Michael’s Church in
Cranford acknowledged that Jesus Christ would
fit the modern description of homelessness.
“It’s really a service of remembrance, because

frankly if we didn’t remember them, nobody
would,” said Rev. Carmine Pernini of Zion
Church.
Parishioners at his church took people in this

winter as part of Operation Warm Heart – an
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549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM
MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE

$300 OFF
Exp: 2/29/20. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0% Financing
Available

FREE
ESTIMATES

NO
OBLIGATION

We are a full service installation and maintenance company.

• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER

• WILLIAMSON BOILERS

• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS

• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

Visit us on

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now!
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion 
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend 
the life of your unit.

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

Hi-efficiency heating equipment 
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates.

NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

NAMI UNION COUNTY EVENTS
The National Alliance on Mental Illness

(NAMI) of Union County has two events this
February: For more info, call 908-233-1628,
email namiunioncounty@yahoo.com or visit
online at facebook.com/NAMI.unioncounty.

Family Support Group
Tuesday, February 18, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
For family members and caregivers of a person

with mental illness. Monthly peer-led group
meetings help gain insight from others facing
similar challenges. First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, 11 Springfield Ave., Cranford, NJ.

Circle of Friends
Tuesday, February 25, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Join the Conversation on Mental Illness  - The

National Alliance on Mental Illness of Union
County invites all area residents to the Circle of
Friends gathering led by Joyce Benz, LCSW,
Director of the Intensive Family Support Services
of the Mental Health Assoc. in NJ. Bring your
questions and hear from other caregivers on
insights learned from their own experiences. At
RWJ Rahway Fitness and Wellness Center, 2120
Lamberts Mill Rd., Scotch Plains.

“WEST AFRICA ON THE EAST COAST”
The Cranford College Women's Club will

host Michael Norris, PhD, presenting “West
Africaon the East Coast” on February 10 at 7
p.m. The program will be held at First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford, 11
Springfield Ave., and is open to the public.
Explore the cultural tapestry of West Africa

through centuries of art from within its 18
present day countries, especially the Benin
kingdom of the Edo people. Included will be
sculpture, metal work and ivories from local

museums such as the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, the Brooklyn Museum and the
Princeton University Art Museum. 
Dr. Norris, a former museum educator at

the Metropolitan Museum of Art, has
presented lectures for over twenty years all
over the world, especially in classical and
medieval art. He earned a BA in classical art
from UC at San Diego, and an MA in
classical art and a PhD in art history from UC
at Santa Barbara.

(908) 202-1702 CELL
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE
elizabeth.bataille@coldwellbankermoves.com

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

MATTHEWS
K I T C H E N  &  B A T H S
Call today for a FREE estimate

973-376-6288
matthewsgc.com Lic# 13VH03434800

COMPLETE BATHROOM
RENOVATION

SPECIAL $9,740!!!
5’ x 7’ includes:
• Demolition
• Insulation
• Toilet
• Tub
• Light wiring
• Up to 30” vanity
• Fixtures (in same place)
• Tile on Floor
• Tile on Tube or Shower Surround

Options available. Permits if Applicable. Call for details. 
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Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise in 1 or all 21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

Lic. #
13VH06601300

HOBBIE & HOBBIE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

EDWARD J. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

908-276-4777
hobbieandhobbie.com
fax: 908-709-1663
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863

Celebrating 40 years of service to Cranford

• Estate Administration
• Will and Trusts
• Elder Law
• Real Estate

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall 

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616 
& Plumbing w #8660

KIDS FISHING SEMINAR
SET FOR MARCH 3

The Newark Bait and Fly Casting Club was
founded in 1907 and remains one of the oldest
fishing clubs in the nation. We are listed on
Amazon Smile and are a recognized 501(c)3
nonprofit. We provide outings to support
veterans, adults and children as well as people
with disabilities which focus on environmental
education, fishing knowledge and practice. A
complete list of our upcoming events can be
found at www.nbfcc.org.
We are always looking for new members,

donations, and volunteers if anyone would like to
get involved.
Our monthly meetings are held at the

Kenilworth VFW, located at 33 S. 21st St.,
Kenilworth, NJ, on the first Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. (except  July and August).
Our Annual Kids Seminar will be held on

Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, V.F.W.33 South 21st
street Kenilworth, NJ.  A Guest speaker to be
announced and topics of discussion will be safety
while fishing, fish identification, and  practice
casting. Prizes will be awarded and snacks will
be served.
For more information visit www.nbfcc.org, or

contact Bob Jones, BJonesJRNJ@hotmail.com,
908-272-3545
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EXPERIENCED ROOFER
Seeking employee
with expericnce in:
• Fascia Repair
• Gutter Hanging
• Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing
• Roof Washing

Must be good with ladders.
Driver’s license needed.

CALL RGC 908-276-8258

HELP WANTED

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003
358 North Avenue East

Cranford, NJ
www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

WOOD FLOORS
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs

W/W CARPET & RUGS
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard

MR. HANDYMANNY
A Division of Carpet Doctor LLC.

NJ License # 13vh06607700
Odd Jobs, Cleanouts
& Handyman Services

Don’t bust your fanny. Call Manny!
Insured • References • Affordable

Cash • Checks • Credit Cards

908-342-5048

JUNK REMOVAL
908-342-5048
A Division of Carpet Doctor LLC.

Affordable Prices
Insured

References Available
NJ License 13vh0660770

RELAY FOR LIFE OF CRANFORD
The Cranford Relay for Life planning

committee is looking for cancer survivors and
caregivers to register for Cranford’s 13th Annual
Relay for Life to be held on May 15 at Orange
Avenue School. 
Our survivors are the celebration part of the

night! They start the Relay by taking the first lap
and then their caregivers join for another special
lap. 
Over 600 participants registered last year and

we raised over $125,000. The proceeds fund

cancer research, including 47 Nobel Prize
winners, and provide services, such as wigs,
transportation, and lodging, to local cancer
patients. 
In the survivor tent, we host a dinner before

the opening ceremony and provide the survivors
with a t-shirt, medal and goodie bag. 
Please contact Linda Miklencic, Event Lead

at 908-497-0283 or miklencic@verizon.net if
you or someone you know is interested. You can
register at relayforlife.org/cranfordNJ.

LITERARY CAFÉ - FEB. 8
The Literary Café, the book chat group of the

Cranford Public Library, will meet on Saturday,
February 8 at 10:15 am, in the Library’s Raddin
Room. The program format is simple. Just bring
a few of your favorite books and tell the other
members of the group what you like about them.
The books can be new or old, fiction or non-
fiction, classic or contemporary. Sessions are one

hour long. There is no required reading, and you
will have the opportunity to learn about books
recommended by other group members.
Refreshments will be served, courtesy of the
Friends of the Cranford Public Library.
Registration is not required. To see what else is
coming up at the Library, visit the library web
page at cranfordlibrary.org.
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