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The greatest
gift you can
leave your
loved ones
isn't what
you think.

(973)
457-4724
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POSTAL PATRON
UNION, NJ 07083

ADOPTION DAY: AS SIX YOUTH JOIN FAMILIES, LOVE TEEMS

Submitted by Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan

On the morning of Friday, November 22, 2019, more than
25 youth gathered to celebrate the long-awaited end to living
in foster care with adoption into a forever family.

National Adoption Day 1is the Saturday before
Thanksgiving every year; Union County’s Family Court
celebrated on Friday, November 22, as six youth ranging
from one to nine years old, entered the courtrooms of
Superior Court Judges Richard C. Wischusen or James Hely
as foster youth — accompanied by their foster families and
other loved ones — but left as official members of their new
family. More than 20 other recent adoptees returned to
participate in the program.

Adoption Day is a national movement to raise awareness
of children in foster care awaiting a family. Since its
inception 20 years ago, more than 75,000 children have
found that permanency. Still, more than 125,000 youth in the
United States need a permanent home and the average wait
is four years. For more than 23,000 youth nationwide, that
permanency doesn’t happen before they age out of the
system and must face life on their own.

The family courts see complex issues fraught with loss or
discord nearly every day, yet Adoption Day is eagerly
anticipated by all at Union County’s Family Court, as fresh

starts and ample smiles fill the courthouse. Festivities
included balloon headwear creations donated by nonprofit A
Birthday Wish; super-human Heroes 4 Heroes, an
organization of area corrections officers in costume seeking
to brighten the lives of children facing medical and other
adversities; photo booth area for children to select a superhero
cape and mask gifted by family court personnel, pick photo
props and pose with family and their favorite superheroes.
Approximately 30 students from Elizabeth’s Thomas
Jefferson Arts Academy A Cappella Choir performed pieces
they selected especially for the occasion.

Each adoptive family received a gift basket from CASA of
Union County, with collaboration from David Brearley High
School’s Bears that Care, The Race Matters Alliance and Peer
Leadership Groups; Seton Hall Law Professor Kevin Kelly;
and the Union County Bar Association. Items included board
and card games, blankets, jars of popping corn, movie candy,
bowling passes and WalMart gift card. In addition, every
adoptee received handpicked books by Kappa Alpha Theta’s
Westfield Chapter and bike certificate redeemable by the
Albanese family of Plainfield’s Dairy Queen.

For details on CASA of Union County and becoming an
advocate for a foster youth, reach Courtney at 908-293-8136
or log on to casaofunioncounty.org to learn more.
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(above) The adoptees, each

(above) The Heroes4Heroes group, a nonprofit comprised of corrections officers
who dress as superheroes and visit children.

wearing superhero capes, ready
to pose for a picture with their
favorite superheroes.

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE

Call Tina today to reserve the space in this or other Renna Media publications.
Each month 5,500 newspapers are printed and
mailed free to homes and business in Union.

Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today
at 908-418-5586 or email info@rennamedia.com
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Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media.

5,500 newspapers are printed monthly and
5,000 are mailed free to businesses and residents
in Union and distributed free at distribution sites
throughout town.

Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or

omissions.
© 2019 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 418-5586 » Fax: (908) 709-9209

E-mail: info@rennamedia.com

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Did you or someone you know accomplish
something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your Ilatest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Renna Media your news!

Call: 908-418-5586
Email: editor@rennamedia.com

TRINITAS

Begional Medical Center

WE'RE GETTING BETTER, TOGETHER

UNION MUNICIPAL BAND UPCOMING CONCERT

The Union Municipal Band, under the
direction of Howard Toplansky, will present a
free concert on Monday evening, February 3,
2020. The concert will be held at Hannah
Caldwell School Auditorium, 1120 Commerce
Avenue, Union, NJ at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free
and the public is cordially invited to attend.

Some of the selections will include: Zampa
Overture, George M. Cohan Patriotic Fantasy,
Bonds of Unity, Palm Leaf Rag, Amazing Grace,
Say It With Music, Hungarian Dance # 5, La
Bella Roma and many other fine musical classics.

The band would like to invite musicians,
including High School students from Union and
the surrounding communities to join the group.
If you are interested please call the Recreation
Department at 908-686-4200.

BAND SEEKS NEW MEMBERS

The Township of Union Municipal Band is
seeking new members to join the band.
“Musicians of all ages are welcome,” says
director Howard Toplansky. “If you are a high
school musician looking for extra practice or a
retired professional who wants to get back into
music, the municipal band is a perfect fit.” The
band is looking for new members who play any
instrument, however there is an immediate need
for low brass, woodwinds and percussion.

The band rehearses on Monday evenings at
Hannah Caldwell School in Union, NJ and
performs ten concerts throughout the year.
Musicians who are interested in joining the band
should contact the Township of Union Recreation
Department at 908-686-4200.

(above) The Union Municipal Band, under the direction of Howard Toplansky, will present a free
concert on Monday evening, February 3, 2020. Sponsored by: The Township of Union Recreation
Department, Suzette Cavadas, Commissioner of Recreation; and Michele Delisfort, Mayor.

ANNOUNCING:

THE CONNIE DWYER
BREAST CENTER AT TRINITAS

Cancer foundation 1o open o new b

center in Connies name at Trnites. The bra
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! (& 855.624.6655
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Low Monthly
Payment Plans

BASEMENTS $295
DECKS/PATIOS $139
PORCHES/STEPS §105
BATHROOMS §199
HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDOWS $209
KITCHENS $289

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS ROOFING $249

. SIDING $289
KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS
N MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES 0% Plans Available!
* Decks & Porches S8 s e o o

o credit approwval.

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

-m.ll D Y

ATRALTOE

MagnollaHomeRemodelmg com [®

MIDCA 1 3¥HOT755300
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' THE GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA
tgfymca.org
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YMCA MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL
12/26-1/15 No Joiner Fee

Fully Licensed,
™ Insured, Bonded,
and Accredited
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CareGiYers

LOVE, EXCELIENCE, & PRESTIGE IN HEOME CARE

Featured In-Home Care Services

e Personal Care ¢ Meal Preparation

e Companionship ¢ Medication Reminder

e Respiratory Care e Bathing & Grooming

e Grocery Shopping e Light House Keeping

e Sitter Services ¢ Non-Medical
Transportation

LIFESTYLE SUPPORT
PERSONAL CARE
TRADITIONAL CARE

FREE CARE
ASSESSMENT
Same day

Service
Available

- Live-In Care
d -A+ Rated Quality
; - Weekend & Holidays
© - Transitional & Long Term
- Hourly Care (Multiple Shifts)

Horme Care

fiyem labon 3 ferers

Call For Exceptional Home Care Services

800-668-2317

care@royalcaregivers.com
RoyalCareGivers.com

WINTER PROGRAMS AT THE YMCA

Submitted by Colleen Clayton

The Gateway Family YMCA Winter Program
Session registration is underway visit online at
tgfymca.org. Winter programs begin January 2,
2020, and includes family wellness programs,
youth sports, swim lessons, active older adult
programs and chronic disease self-management.
In addition, The Gateway Family YMCA is
offering a membership special through January
15 including No Joiner Fee when joining in
person or online for all membership types. The
YMCA is also offering an Open House January
4-5, free to the community.

“Providing a place where families come
together in a safe and healthy environment,
creating shared memories is at the heart of our
mission here at the Y,” stated Krystal R. Canady,
CEO. “Throughout the year we provide financial
assistance to ensure that everyone has access to
programs and services to ensure the Y is available
for all.”

“We have a fundamental desire to provide
opportunities for every family to build stronger
bonds, achieve greater work/life balance, become
more engaged with their communities, and have
fun together,” stated Melynda A. Mileski,
EVP/COO. “We provide programs to meet the
needs of the communities we serve, including
opportunities for our youngest members in
childcare, swim lessons and parent/child
programs, through the continuum of youth and
teen programs in the arts or sports, through adult
group exercise, chronic disease programs and
adult social day services.”

The Gateway Family YMCA is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit, health and community service

organization of caring staff and volunteers
dedicated to strengthening the foundations of
community and stands For Youth Development,
For Healthy Living and For Social
Responsibility. The Gateway Family YMCA
impacts the community by providing quality
services to people of all ages, races, faith or
incomes. The Y doesn’t just strengthen bodies —
it strengthens people, families and communities.

For more information about programs and
services provided by The Gateway Family
YMCA, visit tgfymca.org or contact the
Elizabeth Branch at 908-355-9622,

Five Points Branch 908-688-9622,

Rahway Branch 732-388-0057,

Wellness Center Branch 908-349-9622,

WISE Center Branch 908-687-2995

or Youth Development Branch 908-355-3061.

(above) Check out your local YMCA's
upcoming programs and offerings.

FREE CITIZENSHIP CLASSES OFFERED AT LIBRARY

Union Public Library, in partnership with The
Jewish Vocational Service of MetroWest NJ, is
offering free preparation classes for the US
Citizenship Exam beginning on Saturday,
January 11 through Saturday, March 14, 2020.
These classes will help prospective citizens pass
the civics test, which covers important U.S.
history and government topics.

Participants must bring their Green Card to

INJURED?

WE'RE ON YOUR SIDE

LIVINGSTORN = SCOTCH PLAINS «+ NEWARHK + CLINTOMN

Workers' Compensation
Personal Injury
Medical Malpractice

908-603-1320
info-SP@RRBSLawNJ.com

Se habla espadiol

class. Because the class is limited to 25
participants, registration is required. Please call
908-851-5450 x3 to register.

For more information,

please call Inna Kramers at 862-704-2283

or Lynn Sternstein at 862-704-2291.

Classes will be held

at the Vauxhall Branch,

123 Hilton Avenue in Vauxhall.

ROTHENBERG
RUBENSTEIN
BERLINER &
SHINROD, LLC

Aftorneys At Law




OPEN HOUSES
AT HISTORIC CALDWELL PARSONAGE

The Union Township Historical Society will
host two open houses at the Caldwell Parsonage,
909 Caldwell Avenue, Union, on Sunday, January
12, and Sunday, January 26, 2020, from 2 to 5
p.m. both days. Refreshments will be served.
Admission is free.

VISITORS CAN ENJOY:

* swearing colonial bonnets and tricorn hats and
faux colonial children's outfits for photos for
social media;

* collecting Union County's Hannah Caldwell,
James Caldwell, and Battle of Connecticut
Farms trading cards;

» receiving Union County Passport booklets
and having them stamped--the Parsonage, part
of the Crossroads of the American Revolution
National Heritage Area, is an official National
Park Service cancellation site;

* History of Union, an original video produced
by the UHS History Club and partly taken
from a drone, showing notable sites in Union;

* a new historic Union map exhibit--36" x 48"
reproductions of the 1860 Union farm map
will be available for purchase;

+ a new exhibit on long-time Township Clerk,
Mary Miller, a descendant of the
Miller family, who lived in Connecticut Farms
(aka Union) at least since 1730; and

« an exhibit of historic household conveniences;
farm implements; old TV’s, radios, and office
equipment in the Tool Museum in the carriage
house.

Al’s Carpentry @
Home Improvements

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

HIE-'I:‘-EI FDEITIF}"L 1 @E{ﬂ cOm Electrical Lic. # 14616

& Plumbing w #8660

VALENTINE CRAFT WORKSHOP

The Union Township Historical Society will
host a Valentine Craft Workshop on Saturday,
February 1, 2020, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Caldwell Parsonage, 909 Caldwell Avenue,
Union.

Children of all ages, accompanied by a
guardian, are welcome to attend. Members will
assist the children in creating and decorating
historic Valentine cards. An optional tour of the
museum and the adjacent barn for the adults will
be available.

Refreshments will be served. Admission is $5
per child, payable at the door.

Reservations are required by January 25. Event
1s limited to 12 participants.

To register, please send an email with your
name, child’s or children’s names and a phone
number to Marie Canarelli at
mcanarellil331@aol.com.

Trusted Quality, Service & Value
Your One-Stop Service Center
for All Your AutoCare Needs!
¢ Free “Peace of Mind” Inspection
¢ Free Towing with Major Repairs
o Nationwide Warranty

o Expert Transmission
and Auto Repair

¢ Foreign and Domestic
o Cars, Vans, SUVs, Trucks, RVs

o Automatic and Standard
Transmissions

BLICLCAYE  [40

Since 1947...
The Most Trusted Name in
Transmission and AutoCare®
Family Owned & Operated
Serving Union Since 1964
1415 Stuyvesant Ave, Union, NJ

908-687-0300

Our Goal: Customers for Life
Financing Available
www.UnionLeeMyles.com

NEED SPACE?

ACCESS CAN HELP!

2

dCCesSS

SELF STORAGE

We sell packing supplies.
(908) 259-1020

750 Boulevard ¢ Kenilworth, NJ 07033

www.accessselfstorage.com

_______________________________________________

. 50% OFF FIRST MONTH

New customers only. Expires 2/10/20.

-
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MADRIGAL SINGERS
TO PRESENT POST-
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The Madrigal Singers will present their Our
Annual "Last Chance at Christmas" Concert, “A
Child is Born”, on Sunday, January 5, 2020 at the
United Methodist Church, 17 Kent Place
Boulevard, Summit, New Jersey at 4:00 p.m.
General admission, available at the door, is $15;
admission for students and seniors is $10.

The program will feature music by Melchior
Franck, Jean Mouton, Tomas Luis de Victoria and
many others, along with traditional favorites and
Christmas Readings.

The Madrigal Singers are an a capella choral
group specializing in Mediaeval and Renaissance
music.

The group, founded in 1948, is currently under
the direction of John Sichel, and is comprised of
sopranos Martha Desmond and Amy Wechsler;
altos Donna Brumbaugh, Roberta Lichtenberg,
Jennifer Melick, Holly Hartline and Sarah Riffel;
tenors Richard DeVany, Christopher Ferro and
Thom Reese; basses Greg Hartline, Scott
Hobson, Kirk Robbins and Gordon Rowan. Kirk
Robbins will perform the readings and flutes will
be played by Eugenia Cline and Clarissa Nolde.

PROJECT READY

JOB TRAINING PROGRAM

| EMFGWER WELRERSELFIR

How to Find, Get, and Keep & Job
Free O weeks Job Resdness & Compuber Skils Training
Frogreen, Tues.-Fri, 30 am — 230 pm
[Pardolpanis musl be abie 10 oommunicole In Englishh
lebnil Senecfule on the heck

Skgn up and information session:
Tueaday, 01072030 - 10:00 8m
Class beging 142020 and ands 024 312020

Location: e

B Jaaapl SocE] Sari H"LII Lllllm;leﬁlM.rrj." = |
118 Dirsisian St Elzabed, Wl BEZE { 1 —
Contact:

Sollela Ceardi on his Hu-dn"lmém f1 d:h El-rl |Ia-

it aschadhajal - oy

EYES ON YOU

FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL
1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ

732-388-3900
rahwayeyedoctor.com

¢ Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations

e Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
¢ Optos Retina Imaging

e Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands
¢ Comprehensive Eye Examinations
e Contact Lens Examinations

¢ Variety of Contact lenses

¢ Eyeglass Repairs

Dr. M. Williams

Optometric Physician
Lic#. 270A00565300/270M00062400

Our Office Hours:
Mon: 10am to 6pm
Tues: 10am to 6pm
Wed: Closed

Thur: 10am to 6pm

Fri: 10am to 6pm

Sat: 9am to 2pm

Sun: Closed

INSURANCES: Late appointments are
e Oxford e Medicare available by request.
* VSP ¢ Medicaid

* Aetna e Qualcare

¢ Avesis e Superior Vision

e NVA e United Health Care

¢ Block Vision ¢ Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ

e Davis Vision * Vision Benefits of America

e Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield and many more.
Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.
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UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS

1980 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083. Tel: 908-851-5450 ® Visit us at www.uniontownship.com/379/Union-Public-Library Library hours
are Monday, Tuesday & Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.,
Friday & Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., (Saturdays Closed in the Summer), Sunday, Closed

Meditation
Thursday, January 2, 11:30am - 12:30pm
Instructor Bindu Bhatt has practiced meditation
for over three decades and looks forward to
sharing her insights with you. No experience
necessary, no reservations required.

Friends of Union Public Library Meeting
Thursday, January 2, 7:00pm - 8:30pm

Come learn what the Library is all about and
take part in making it even better.

Les Malamut Gallery Opening Reception
Saturday, January 4, 12:30pm - 2:30pm
Opening Reception for artist Joseph Patrick

who presents an exhibit of marketplace
photography. Exhibition on view from
January 4-28, 2020.

Connect Explore Discover: RBdigital
Monday, January 6, 1:30pm - 2:30pm
With your UPL Library card, you can download
audio and eBooks, magazines, comics, movies,
TV shows and more. Learn how! Please bring
your mobile device and Union Public Library
card. No reservation required.

Adult Movie Night
Monday, January 6, 6 - 8pm
Watch a movie with friends.

Please call 908-851-5451 for movie title.
Reservations required.

Tues.@2 Movies (Adults)

Tuesday, January 7, 2 - 4pm
Watch a movie with friends.

Evening Meditation
Thursday, January 7, 7 - 8pm
Instructor Bindu Bhatt has practiced meditation
for over 3 decades and looks forward to sharing
her insights with you. No experience necessary,
no reservations required.

Chair Exercise Class
Wednesday, January 8, 11:15am - 12:15pm
Get nimble with our wonderful instructor,
Natalia Belyakova, a former professional
dancer who has performed all over the world.
No experience necessary.
Meditation
Thursday, January 9, 11:30am - 12:30pm
Instructor Bindu Bhatt has practiced meditation
for over 3 decades and looks forward to sharing
her insights with you. No experience necessary,
no reservations required.

Writer’s Support Group
Thursday, Janurary 9, 7 - 8pm
Are you looking for feedback on the book
you’re working on, trying to overcome writer’s
block, or determine your personal writing style?
Join our group of writers whose mission is to
encourage, support and promote authorship. No
reservations required.

MGM Star Musicals
(Movie Musicals Lecture #1)
Saturday, January 11, 2 - 3pm
In this first installment of a series of lectures
about the History of Movie Musicals, featured
clips include stars such as Gene Kelly, Lucille
Ball, Lena Horne, June Allison, Fred Astaire,
and Judy Garland. Reservations required.

Developing a Successful Business Plan
Monday, January 13, 1:15 - 3:15pm
Learn how to develop a successful business
plan by identifying what should and should not
be included. Reservations required, please call
908-851-5451. Presented by SCORE.

First Time Home Buyers Program
Monday, January 13, 7 - 8pm
Find out about the real estate market in Union
Township and the pros and cons of renting vs.
buying. Reservations required. Presented by
Cynthia Chambers, Realtor & Sales
Representative from Signature Realty NJ.
Tues. Movie @2 (Adults)

Tuesday, January 14, 2 - 4pm
Watch a movie with friends.

Shoprite: Healthy Eating in the New Year
Tuesday, January 14, 4:30 - 5:30pm
Join Shoprite Retail Dietitian Kelsey Pezzuti for
tips on how to eat healthy in the New Year.
Reservations required.

Microsoft Office: Word Basics
Thursday, January 16, 11am - 12pm
Learn how to create and edit a document with
Microsoft Word. This class is for people who
have little or no experience using the program.
Limited to 8 participants. Reservations
required. Computers provided.
Meditation
Thursday, January 16, 11:30am - 12:30pm
Instructor Bindu Bhatt has practiced meditation
for over 3 decades and looks forward to sharing
her insights with you. No experience necessary,
Off the Shelf Book Group
Thursday, January 16, 7 - 8:30pm
January’s pick is Educated by Tara Westover.
New members are always welcome. Books are
available at the Main Library.

Tues. Movie @2 (Adults)

Tuesday, January 21, 2 - 4pm
Watch a movie with friends.

Chair Exercise Class
Wednesday, January 22, 11:15am - 12:15pm
Get nimble with our wonderful instructor,
Natalia Belyakova, a former professional
dancer who has performed all over the world.
No experience is necessary.
Microsoft Windows 10 Basics
Thursday, January 23, 11am - 12pm
Learn the basics of the Windows 10 operating
system. Limited to 8 participants. Reservations
required, call 908-851-5450 x3. Computers
provided. Presented by UPL Staff.
Meditation
Thursday, January 23, 11:30am - 12:30pm
Instructor Bindu Bhatt has practiced meditation
for over 3 decades and looks forward to sharing
her insights with you. No experience necessary,
no reservations required.
Thursdays@2 Movies(Adults)
Thursday, January 23, 2 - 4pm
Watch a movie with friends.

AARP Safe Driving
Saturday, January 25, 9:30am - 3:30pm
Refresh your driving skills with the AARP
Smart Driver Course. Upon completion you
could receive a multi-year discount on your car
insurance. The cost of the course is $15 for
AARP members/$20 for non-members. Space is
limited to 25 participants.
Reservations required.
Improve Your Memory!

Saturday, January 25, 3 - 3:30pm
Take charge of your brain health. Participants
will learn about practical, brain-boosting
behaviors. Reservations required, please call
908-851-5451. Presented by AARP.
Connect Explore Discover: Hoopla
Monday, January 27, 1:30pm
Want to download Movies, TV, music, eBooks
and more? Try Hoopla. Learn how to access
UPL’s digital resources! Please bring your
mobile device and Union Public Library card.
No reservations required. Presented by UPL
Staff
Hilton Readers Book Discussion Group
Monday, January 27, 6 - 8pm
New members are always welcome. January’s
pick is The Couple Next Door by Shari Lapena.
Books are available at the Vauxhall Branch.
Reservations required,
please call 908-851-5451.

Google Drive and Google Apps
Monday, January 27, 7 -8pm
Curious what all this talk of the cloud is about?
Learn how to use Google Drive’s suite of free
apps to type letters, make spreadsheets, put
together a slide presentation, and more. Limited
to 8 participants. Reservations required.
Computers provided. Presented by UPL Staff.
Mobhile Aging Kiosk
Tuesday, January 28, 11:30am - 1:30pm
Union County’s mobile Aging Service Kiosk
(ASK) provides residents, their families and
caregivers with a convenient, friendly way to
find out about services for the aging. Staffed by
professionals with the Union County
Department of Human Services Division on
Aging and Disability Resource Connection. No
reservations required.

Tues. Movie @2 (Adults)

Tuesday, January 28, 2 - 4pm
Watch a movie with friends.
Meditation
Thursday, January 30, 11:30am - 12:30pm
Instructor Bindu Bhatt has practiced meditation
for over 3 decades and looks forward to sharing
her insights with you. No experience necessary,
no reservations required.

Union Public Library, in partnership with The
Jewish Vocational Service of MetroWest NJ, is
offering free preparation classes for the US
Citizenship Exam beginning on Sat., Jan. 11
and ending on Sat., March 14. Participants must
bring their Green Card to class. Because the
class is limited to 25 participants, reservation is
required.
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UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY YOUTH PROGRAMS

1980 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083. Tel: 908-851-5450 ® Visit us at www.uniontownship.com/379/Union-Public-Library Library hours

are Monday, Tuesday & Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.,
Friday & Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., (Saturdays Closed in the Summer), Sunday, Closed

VolunTEENS
Saturday, January 25, 2:00 p.m.
Ages 14 and up - Registration required
Earn community service hours and help us
make the library a better place! E-mail
teens@uplnj.org if you have any questions.
ShopRite Kids Cuisine
Wednesday, January 29, 4:00 p.m.
Ages 6 - 13 - Registration required
Learn more about healthy eating and prepare
some delicious snacks!

WEEKLY/REGULAR PROGRAMS

Construction Zone
Mondays, 3:30 p.m.

All ages - No registration necessary
Learn, play, and build every Monday using
Legos, K’Nex. Program not on January 20.

Alphabet Soup (Storytime)
Mondays, 4:30 p.m.

Ages 3 - 6 - Registration required
We explore phonics, letter recognition &
numbers all while reading fun stories, singing
songs, doing crafts & making new friends!
Program on January 20.

Tiny Tots (Storytime)

Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Birth - 18 months - No registration necessary
Listen to stories and singing songs & rhymes,
followed by free play & socialization.
Program not on January 1.

Toddler Tales (Storytime)

Fridays, 10:30 a.m.
| 18 months - age 3 | No registration necessary
Enjoy stories, singing, and movement,
following a different theme each week!

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS

Teen Game Time
Friday, January 3, 3:30 p.m.

Ages 14 and up - Registration required
Breaking out the Wii U and our collection of
board games. Bring your own games too.
Saturday Stories
Saturday, January 4, 11:00 a.m.

All ages - No registration necessary
Spend your Saturday morning listening to some
fun stories, singing songs, and more!
Homeschool Hangout
Wednesday, January 8, 1:00 p.m.

Ages 5 and up - Registration required
Meet, learn, and engage with other local
homeschooling families through a variety of fun
and interactive activities!

Kidoodlers
Thursday, January 9, 3:30 p.m.
| Ages 5 - 13 | Registration required
Stop by after school and join us for a fun art
activity! All materials will be provided.
Tween Game Time
Friday, January 17, 3:30 p.m.
| Ages 8 - 13 | Registration required
Join us for an afternoon of friendly competition.
We’re breaking out the Wii U and our collection
of board games. Bring your own games too!
Kids’ Masterpiece Studio
Saturday, January 18, 12:00 p.m.

Ages 5 - 13 - Registration required
Learn about a well-known artist, then paint your
own masterpiece based on their unique style.
All materials will be provided.

Teen De-Stress Fest
Saturday, January 18, 2:00 p.m.
| Ages 14 and up | Registration required
Take a break from studying for midterms and
relax with a cup of hot cocoa, games, art and a
chance to win a cool giveaway!

WEEKLY/REGULAR PROGRAMS
Toddler & Pre-K Time
Tuesdays, 11:00 a.m.

January 7: Story & Craft: Bathtime
January 14: Music & Movement
January 21: STEM Story & Activity:
Winter, Part 2
January 28: Interactive Learning Time
18 months - age 5 | Registration required
Interactive storytimes, crafts, and more for
young children and their parents/guardians.

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS

Family Craft
Saturday, January 4, 11:00 a.m.
| All ages | Registration required
Create a cute and easy sock snowman to
celebrate winter! All materials will be provided.
Club Teen’s Teen Advisory Board Meeting
Wednesday, January 8, 5:00 p.m.
| Ages 14 and up | Registration required
Help us make UPL the place for you! Let us
know which programs and events you want to
see at the library. Recommend books, movies,
and music you want to see on the shelves, and
earn community service hours by coming to
TAB meetings and participating in programs!
Canvas Art with Club Teen
Wednesday, January 8, 6:00 p.m.
| Ages 14 and up | Registration required
Get in touch with your creative side as you
make a beautiful piece of monogrammed
canvas art! All materials will be provided.
Homeschool Hangout
Thursday, January 10, 11:00 a.m.
| Ages 10 and up | Registration required
Meet, learn, and engage with other local
homeschooling families through a variety of fun
and interactive activities!
Family Prize Bingo
Saturday, January 11, 3:00 p.m.
| All ages | Registration required
The whole family is invited to play bingo for a
chance to win some cool prizes!

Kidoodlers
Thursday, January 30, 3:30 p.m.
Ages 6 - 13 - Registration required
Stop by after school and join us for a fun art
activity! All materials will be provided.
SciFri (Science Friday)
Friday, January 31, 3:30 p.m.

| Ages 8 - 13 | Registration required
Explore engineering principles as you build a
geodesic dome using newspaper! All materials

will be provided.

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY - VAUXHALL
JANUARY 2020 YOUTH PROGRAMS

123 Hilton Avenue, Vauxhall, NJ 07088. Tel: 908-851-5451
e Visit us at www.uniontownship.com/379/Union-Public-Library
Library hours are Monday, & Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.,
Tuesday & Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Friday, Closed,
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., (Saturdays Closed in the Summer), Sunday, Closed

Club Teen Book Discussion
Wednesday, January 15, 6:00 p.m.
| Ages 14 and up | Registration required
Join us for an engaging book discussion of the
award-winning novel The Hate U Give by
Angie Thomas.
Tween STEM Builders Club
Thursday, January 16, 3:00 p.m.
| Ages 8 - 13 | Registration required
Play with LEGO and 3-D magnetic tiles to
create amazing shapes & structures.
Family Movie Showing
Saturday, January 18, 2:00 p.m.
| All ages | Registration required
Join us for a movie showing! We'll supply the
popcorn and a beverage. Call library for movie
title. Children must be accompanied by a parent
or guardian.
Tween Game Time
Thursday, January 23, 3:00 p.m.
| Ages 8 - 13 | Registration required
We’re breaking out the Wii U and our collection
of board games. Feel free to bring your own
games too!
Designing a Blueprint for College
Preparedness
Wednesday, January 29, 6:00 p.m.
| For high school students and their
parents/guardians | Registration required
In this workshop led by Retention Strategies
Unlimited, participants will implement a family
engagement approach and learn best practices
from the field as they embark on their journey
towards post-secondary education.
Tween ‘Make it at Your Library’
Thursday, January 30, 3:00 p.m.
| Ages 8 - 13 | Registration required
Paint a beautiful winter tree scene during this
Canvas and Cookies workshop! All materials
will be provided.
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UGLY HOMES WANTED

FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM
IN THIS AREA

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced
out of work, with compensation back to the
homeowner for signed release.

CALL 1-800-281-1582
Ask for TV Project Department,

for job evaluation and estimate
of cost and compensations!

Serious Inquiries Please!

DOUBLE LOT FOR SALE

IN NEW PROVIDENGCE

Last big lot available!
Great investment property
Walking distance to: Train Stations,
Downtown and Award Winning Schools.

* Earn money from the existing, rented,
two family home while planning your
new Home or Townhouses.

* A good local architect has several ideas,
to help with (Green) development of the
property.

* Owner/Contractor will also provide
one the areas most beautiful
landscapes / Rain Gardens .

See our work and reply at
designsbycolorscapes@gmail.co
Asking price is $750,000

A | L

A LWV AlsSE

WANTED:

ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used

Auto & Truck Parts: J”"k Taw Away
* Motors * Transmission -

* Auto Glass » Computers Fast PICk Up

« Tail Lights « Doors =

* Fenders * AC Compressors 24 HB ser vice

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633
1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ

Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 2/10/20.

CHESS CLUB DRAWS MEMBERS
FROM FAR AND WIDE

The Kenilworth Chess Club has kicked off its
2020 season with a new slate of officers. Jack
McCorkell of Cranford is incoming President.
Outgoing president Dave Lazaruus of Fanwood
will serve as Vice President. Treasurer Geoff
McMAuliffe of Dunellen and Webmaster John
Moldovan of Garwood will continue in their
positions. Trustees are Pat Mazzillo of Union
and Greg Tomkovich and Joe Renna, both from
Cranford.

The club was formed in 1972 amid the chess
craze in America, spearheaded by Bobby
Fischer’s march to the world championship. For
47 years the club was a force to be reckoned
with as its member roster included many Master
level players, including State Champions.

The club has a reputation for being friendly
and accommodating. It welcomes non-members
with no obligation or cost. It’s a place where
beginners can learn in a casual setting without
being intimidated. Strong players are generous
with their time in analyzing and giving
instruction.

The club’s website, kenilworthchessclub.org,
is well read and features an award-winning blog
by Michael Goeller and other instructional
features. Players are welcome to just pop into
the Kenilworth Chess Club with no formalities
every Thursday evening at 8§ p.m. at the
Kenilworth Community Center, located next to
Borough Hall on the Boulevard and the corner
of 24th Street.

(above, I-r) Kenilworth Chess Club President Jack McCorkell, Vice President Dave Lazarus,
John Moldovan, Treasurer Geoff McAuliffe, Web Master John Moldovan,
Trustees Ed Selling, Greg Tomkovich, Pat Mazzillo, and Joe Renna.

Meeting every Thursday night starting at 8:00 pm

KENILWORTH COMMUNITY GENTER AND REGREATION BUILDING
575 Boulevard in Kenilworth, NJ at corner of 24th Street

Wisilers are alwavs welome, becinner o maester. Membership 1= not reguired G pliy.

KENILWORTH

j Curss CLUR

.kenilwnrthches:luh.urg




UNION CHAMBER JOINS TO HOST
MULTI-CHAMBER NETWORKING EVENT

The Union Township Chamber of Commerce
invites its members and friends to a special
multi-chamber business-to-business networking
event on Wednesday, January 29, 2020, 6 p.m. —
8 p.m., at the Galloping Hill Caterers, 1085
Galloping Hill Road, Union, NJ.

The event offers an opportunity to mix and
mingle with members of 11 local chambers,
including the Union Township Chamber

Cranford Area Chamber

Springfield Patriot Chamber

Linden Chamber

Maplewood Chamber

Greater Westfield Area Chamber

Gateway Regional Chamber

Greater Elizabeth Chamber

Woodbridge Metro Chamber

Suburban Chamber

Edison Chamber of Commerce.

The evening will feature a sumptuous buffet,
cash bar and the chance to meet with hundreds
of colleagues from all types of businesses. Last

year’s event sold out weeks early, with almost
300 attendees.

Those interested may register online at the
home page of unionchamber.com. Admission is
$40 for members, $50 for non-members. Pre-
registration is strongly recommended, as the
charge for walk-ins is an additional $15.

Further information may be had by calling the
Union Chamber at 908-688-2777 or by emailing
executivedirector@unionchamber.com.

"We are excited to join with 10 additional
local chambers for this unique opportunity to
interact with our business colleagues," said
Union Chamber CEO James Masterson. "We
encourage our members to come out to enjoy
some great food and great company, and also to
broaden their business network."

The Union Township Chamber of Commerce
is a professional association dedicated to
uniting, strengthening, representing and
promoting the interests of its members in Union
and the surrounding area.

JUNK REMOVAL
908-342-5048

A Division of Carpet Doctor LLC.
Affordable Prices
Insured

References Available
NJ License 13vh0660770

Garden State
Outdoor Sports Show

January 9-12, 2020

MNew Jersey Convention & Exposition Center
Raritan Center, Edison, New Jersey

Featured
Favilions

Mevw [eree

NEW IERSEY
Deer Classic oo — 0=

2ANILIC R

r

LY

jDE THDMAS

&r& c:.:L:.l:mFxms

Syl ookt e

b e ]

My Jersay
Boat RV
Pavilion

FEATLIRED ATTRACTICH
WOHRLD FAMOUS
HAWG TROUGH

5,000 Gallon Agquarium

Buy Your Tickets Online
Early and Savel!
510 omline = $15 orsite at the doar

WWW. EFD5E.LO0m

MR. HANDYMANNY

-, A Division of Carpet Doctor LLC.
NJ License # 13vh06607700

Odd Jobs, Cleanouts
& Handyman Services

908-342-5048

Discoyer
Salteater

-

PR S TARE FISHING

[} - 1 y
LERCRETTLETING ATE '” "]
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PLAY READERS’ CIRCLE

Presented by The Theater Project
and Friends of the Union Library

THE THEATRE PROJECT.
READ, DISCUSS, ENJOY!

Fine-tune your audience skills or
release your inner-actor!

No experience required. Relax with friends and
neighbors as we read play scripts aloud, and
then discuss them with members of The
Theatre Project. You are welcome to read one
of the roles or listen and talk about the play.
We meet one Tuesday each month at 7 PM.

FIRST MEETING:
7 PM, TUESDAY, JANURARY 21

Snow Date: January 23

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY

1980 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083

WOOD FLOORS

Sand e Stain e Refinish e Repairs

W/W CARPET & RUGS

Clean e Stretch e Sanitize ® Repairs ¢ Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048

Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard

Call us now to schedule vour
complimentary first visit!
A $175 Value!

:I"'-II'~. LiC
AN, ET. PHYSICA

908-—233-—3993

WWW.LIVEWELLN].COM
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
[NSURANCE ACCEPTED

VMEDICARE PARTICIPATING
NO RY NEEDED FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY MOUNTAINSID

WALK-INE & “CRAWL-INS" WELCOME

1122 US 22, MOUNTAINSIDE, NJ, 07092

ARE YOU -
N J __menﬂ{uw !
m H:'mg Thaatmenls

MOUNTAINSIDE

« Disc Bulge

Spine & Physical Therapy ! Herniation

Auto Injurtes

Headaches

Sports Injuries

Hip/Knee Pain
+ Suiatica

CH R RAL
» Shoulder Pain

r Spasims

hiritis

el

s

Spine & Physical Therapy
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TERRY FOPPERT
SUPERINTENDENT
OF THE YEAR

(above) Terry Foppert

Submitted by Maureen Wakeman

Ms. Terry Foppert, Superintendent of Union
County Educational Services Commission, has
been selected as Union County’s 2019
Superintendent of the Year. “I am humbled and
honored to be named Union County
Superintendent of the Year. This award reflects
the commitment and dedication of our staff,
administration and community partners, working
collaboratively to improve the lives of students
with special needs.” said Superintendent Foppert.

Ms. Foppert has served as Superintendent of
Union County Educational Services Commission
(UCESC) since August 2013. Under her
guidance, UCESC, a public school district for
students with special needs, has expanded
services and become a leader in special
education. The innovative programs that have
been introduced over the past six years have
improved student outcomes including increased
graduation and employment rates.

UCESC offers rigorous academic and
therapeutic support to students with special needs
ages three through twenty-one. Crossroads
School, Westlake School, Lamberts Mill
Academy and the Work Readiness Academy are
uniquely designed to meet the needs of students
who have autism spectrum disorders, multiple
disabilities and emotional/behavioral disabilities.

In addition, UCESC operates two alternative
high schools serving students from Elizabeth,
provides supplemental instruction and related
services to students who attend non-public
schools and coordinates over 800 transportation
routes for districts throughout Union County.

Ms. Foppert is proud of the services provided
by UCESC and passionate about her work.
According to Ms. Foppert, “We strive to make a
difference in our students’ lives. Everyone
deserves an education and everyone should be
given an opportunity to achieve their goals. It is
our mission to create school environments and
services where students can work hard and go
beyond expectations.”

Please visit UCESC.org to learn more about
our schools and programs.

TunejUpiYour2020)Marketing{Plan|

This is a FREE service offered by Renna Media.

Tune-up topics include;
- Business & Marketing Plans

- Goals & Budget

- Target Market & Medium

- Image & Message & Marketing Method

- Analytics (results / cost / benefit)

Call Joe Renna

908-447-1295

No Purchase necessary

Newspapers Ads = Full Color Printing = Direct Mail » Online Marketing

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

#__,...f"’

202 Walnut Avenue |~

Cranford, NJ 07016 “&aa

info@ rennamedia.
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ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 2020

St. Michael’s School in Cranford, celebrating
over 90 years of academic excellence, will host a
series of open house events. Parents and
prospective preschool through grade eight
students are invited to visit during two sessions:
Thursday, Jan. 23, from 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. and
Sunday, Jan. 26, from 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. The
school is located at 100 Alden St. in Cranford.

Parents and students will have the opportunity
to tour the school and enjoy conversation with
Principal Sandy Miragliotta. Parents and current
students will be assisting with each tour. Teachers
will also be available in their classrooms to
answer questions.

Any family that registers during one of the
Open House sessions for the 2020-2021
academic year will receive $50 off first child’s
registration and $25 off registration for each
additional child.

St. Michael School, established in 1929, is a
thriving, faith-based school where children
become independent thinkers and grow into
responsible young adults grounded in Catholic
values

St. Michael School is a member of the
National Catholic Education Association
(NCEA) and accredited by the Middle States
Association Commission on Elementary Schools.
Primary, elementary and middle school
curriculums are based on guidelines set forth by
the Archdiocese of Newark to prepare students
for high school and beyond.

Controlled class sizes and average 16:1
student-teacher ratio fosters individualized
attention and offers students the ability to engage
in classroom inquiry, discovery, and learning.

The early childhood education program offers
pre-kindergarten 3 & 4 (full and half day) and
full-day academically-based kindergarten. On
site before and after care is also available.

Extracurricular activities include instructional
and competitive sports programs, instructional
music, drama and Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts.

For more information about St. Michael
School, please contact the school at 908-276-
9425. For a copy of the St. Michael’s School
brochure and for more information about the
school, visit: smscranford.com

MEDIA
COM

* Website Hosting: $300 pecr year

Budget chojice from $300 to $500.

Online Marketing Made Easy

RENNA

AD WEB PAGE: $30
Block of 20 ads $300 15 perany

Ad gers its own indexed web page on NJLocallnfo.com
Searchable threough search engines and shared on our Facebook networl.

CALENDAR EVENT: $20
Block of 20 events $200 (510 per cvenn

Events get posted on RehtiaMedia.com calendar
and incinded in weekly newsletter shared on our Facehool: nerwork

ONLINE PRESS RELEASE: $130
Block of 20 PRs $1,200 ($60 per PK)

Ad geis fts own indexed web pages on NJLecallnfo.com and RennaMedia.com
Searchable theough search engines and shared on our Faceboolk merwork.

DISPLAY ADS (12 months)
Banner Ad (500 x 100 pixcls) 52‘40 on RennaMedia.com
Culu mn Ad {300 x 200 pixels) $9‘60

Colomn ad appears on all pages of on RennaMedia.com and NJLocallnfo.com

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES

* Website AvdivAnalysis and recommendation plan: $Z50
« Website creationupdate: $2,.400 (Cost for average website:
11 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design)

Inchades website hosting, sofcware updates, monthily wehsite content updates
« SEQ Services - average cost 81,000 - 2,000 per month

Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SED, Social Marketing
= Blast your online ad or press release to a targeted market $100
* Mational Press Release Disiribution to 300 to 500 news outlets.

CONTACT JOE FOR DETAILS 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
Visit RennaMedia.com or NJLocallnfo.com
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CELEBRATING OVER 90 YEARS
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

:-'E"n o -

Registrations for the 2020-2021
academic year are now being accepted

¢ Faith-based eovironment
* Early Childhood Program
Pre K3 & Pre K4 (Full & Half Day)

* Full Day academically based
Kinderzarten

* Primary, Elementary,
and Middle School curriculums
* Controlled class size
* Average 16:1 student-teacher ratio
* 1:1 chrome books for grades 4-8
* Betore and atrer care programs
arc available daily on site
* Member of the National Catholic
Education Association (NCEA )
¢ Accredited by the Middle Staves

Association Commission
om Elementary Schools

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
Thurs., 1/23 from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Sun., 1/26 from 10:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m.

PLEASE CALL
(908) 276-9425
TO SCHEDULE A TOUR
100 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ
www.smscranford.com
E-Mail: saint.michael@verizon.net

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
to digital files & DVD

¢ Video Tape Transfers
e DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
¢ Audio Cassette to CD
¢ Reel to Reel Audio to CD
e LP to CD
e High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
¢ Foreign Conversions
Video Production & Editing
Training * Sales * Documentary

PR VIDEO DATA SERVICES®

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com

908-964-4004

406 Chestnut St.  Union, NJ 07083
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ROOFING & MASONRY
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'STARTING AT $65'

1
I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 |
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 1
1 Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons. 1

1 5% SENIOR CITIZEN |
| OFF DISCOUNT '

1
1 MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 1
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 1
1  Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons. 1

$250-$350

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

P e e e ey
- mm e e omm o ol

$3QQOFF ANY Jos .

1
1
1
1
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 |
1
1
ol

With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.
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NEW STEPS P === — === === -
$ OFF ANY NEW
m—— || | (el

; 1
I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
il CONTRACTOR :

With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$350-$450

ANY ROOF REPAIR

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529

With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.

CALL FOR FEE ESTIMATE_ 800-206-8529 : c-inseiioenumroms ,

——
- mm e e omm o ol

Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.




