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JILL GUZMAN
REALTY INC.

Rahway Resident &
Former Rahway Teacher

List with your neighbor!

Good Old Fashioned Service

908-353-6611
CELL: 908-377-4140
JillGuzmanRealty.com

2019
Celebrating

31 Years
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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME 
AND BUSINESS IN RAHWAY

www.alltownerealty.com
30 Brant Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

Selling Your Home? Looking For Top Dollar?
Call Your In Town Rahway Specialist All Towne Realty

WE GET YOUR HOME SOLD!
Call Now For A Free Home Evaluation 732-381-1190

RAHWAY’S WINTER WONDERLAND
The City of Rahway hosted a Winter Wonderland event on

Friday, Nov. 29, 2019 in the downtown area.
The family-oriented event was full of music and free

entertainment including an outdoor ice skating rink, bonfires-

manned by the Rahway Fire Department- to roast
marshmallows, photos with a sensory-friendly Santa, carriage
and train rides, crafts, and much more. The day-long event
culminated with Santa lighting the Christmas tree at 6 p.m.

Photos from this and other events can be found online at rennamedia.com and 
on the Our Town Rahway page on facebook.com. Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”
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Our Town is published by Renna Media in
coordination with the Rahway Chamber of
Commerce.
Over 12,600 papers are printed monthly, and

mailed to every businesses and home in
Rahway.
Although great care has been taken to ensure

the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.

Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 418-5586
Fax: (908) 709-9209

E-mail: info@rennamedia.com
©2019 Contents of this newsletter cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media, LLC.

Rahway

Advertise in this 
newspaper

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

Over 12,600
papers are printed

monthly, and
mailed to every

home and
business in
Rahway.

VISIT RENNAMEDIA.COM
For all current and past issues to 
download for free, and forward to 

friends and family.
Photo albums of current and past 
Community Events are available 

to view, download and share.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

LOCALS FEATURED IN “HOMEGROWN” ART EXHIBIT
“HomeGrown” is an Art Exhibit featuring

Rahway Artists that will be presented at The
Gallery Space, 1670 Irving St in Rahway from
January 12 to January 31, 2020. There will be an
Opening Reception on Sunday January 12 from
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Admission is free and open to
the Public. Light refreshments will be served.
The exhibit features artworks by: Ann-Kathrin

Bahr, Andrew Bencsko, Lawrence Cappiello,
Rachael Faillace, Ana Mendez, Dean Nisenbaum,
Irena Pejovic, Nick Rosal, Rodriguez Calero,
Charles Vincent Sabba and Vincent Salvati.
Nicholas Rosal, one of the owners of Atelier

Rosal on Cherry Street, is a painter featured in
the Home Grown Exhibit. Ann-Kathrin Bahr
works for an international airline and divides her
time between Rahway, NJ and her native
Germany. She frequently paints pop culture
subjects and creates bold, colorful portraits of
Rap artists. Andrew Bencsko is an artist/design
educator who has been teaching graphic design
for over twelve years at the High School of Art

and Design in Manhattan. Lawrence Cappiello,
curator of this exhibit, is an artist who was a
founder of Arts Guild New Jersey and currently
manages exhibits and studio art classes at The
Gallery Space for The Rahway Recreation
Department. Rachael Faillace has taught art at
the college level, worked for several non-profit
art centers. Ana Mendez, Dean Nisenbaum and
Irena Pejovic are relative newcomers to the
Rahway Art Scene. Ana is a photographer. Dean
has been busy creating colorful and dynamic
paintings at his studio at the YMCA. Irena is an
adjunct professor of art at Kean University and
creates her often conceptual artworks at a YMCA
art studio on Irving Street. 
Rodriguez Calero, a NYC artist has a studio

in Rahway where she creates paintings as well
as collages. Charles Vincent Sabba is a
Lieutenant in the Rahway Police Department.
Vincent Salvati is a county resident who makes
his abstract artwork currently in a Rahway
studio.

Where Experience Counts!
ED SENA

COLONIA NAPA 732-636-7600
1225 St. Georges Ave. Fax: 732-636-4836
Colonia, NJ 07067 napacolonia@gmail.com
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124 Elmora Ave., Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Wow! Are we selling Rahway, and for great prices!

These homes were sucessfully marketed by Jill Guzman & her team

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME ? YOU KNOW WHO TO CALL 

WWW.JILLGUZMANREALTY.COM

CALL US 908-353-6611

This home was
successfully sold

by Derny
244 Oak St.
Rahway, NJ

List Price:
$369,900
Sold Price
$370,000

This attached home
was successfully

sold by Jill Guzman

635 W Grand Ave.
Rahway, NJ

List Price:
$244,900
Sold Price
$236,000

This home was
successfully sold

by Jill Guzman

937 Ross St.,
Rahway, NJ

List Price:
$289,000
Sold Price
$299,000

This Duplex was
successfully sold

by Jill Guzman

420 3rd Ave.,
Linden, NJ

List Price:
$195,000
Sold Price
$195,000

This home was
successfully

marketed
by Jhonatan

480 Grove St.,
Rahway, NJ
List Price:
$359,900
Sold Price
$359,500

This home was
successfully 

marketed
by Jill Guzman

798 Old Lake Rd.
Ave., Rahway, NJ

List Price:
$315,000
Sold Price
$290,000

This home was
successfully

marketed
by Sergio

167 Emerson,
Carteret, NJ
List Price:
$315,000
Sold Price
$319,000

This condo
was successfully

sold
by Erik

16C Parkway Village
Cranford, NJ
List Price:
$259,000

Rental Price
$256,000

This home was
successfully sold

by Deiny
164 Berwyn St.,
Roselle Park, NJ

List Price:
$525,000
Sold Price
$515,000

• HOMES
• APARTMENTS
• MULTI FAMILY
• BUILDINGS
• LANDS

For more than 30 years, Jill Guzman Realty proudly serves NJ homeowners
and buyers with all of their real estate needs. Jill’s trilingual fulltime staff prides
themselves on their outstanding “Good Old Fashioned Service.”
Jill, who lives in Rahway, NJ,  had the honor of teaching at Rahway High

School in her early career!!! Trusted and loved by clientele for three decades,
sellers, investors, first time buyers and renters will find that this Real Estate
office is committed to working harder and caring totally for YOU!
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BLUE AND GOLD CLUB AT FRANKLIN SCHOOL

that they can be reused for years to come. 
The Blue and Gold Club at Franklin

Elementary School is a school-based club made
up of students that volunteer their time
throughout the year to help with many different
community service activities. The club is
overseen by the school's nurse, Mrs. Barbara
Maher and Ms. Kym Adams. Keep up the great
work kids!

(above) Blue and Gold Club members pose with some of the Thanksgiving-themed placements 
they created for the Food for Friends soup kitchen. Photo by Rahway Public Schools

The Blue and Gold Club at Franklin
Elementary School in Rahway made
placements for the Food for Friends soup
kitchen located at the Second Presbyterian
Church in Rahway. 
The children hand-crafted over 200

Thanksgiving-themed placements, which were
used for the soup kitchen's annual Thanksgiving
dinner. They laminated the placemats in hopes

MR. HANDYMANNY
A Division of Carpet Doctor LLC.

NJ License # 13vh06607700
Odd Jobs, Cleanouts
& Handyman Services

Don’t bust your fanny. Call Manny!
Insured • References • Affordable

Cash • Checks • Credit Cards

908-342-5048

JUNK REMOVAL
908-342-5048
A Division of Carpet Doctor LLC.

Affordable Prices
Insured

References Available
NJ License 13vh0660770

WOOD FLOORS
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs

W/W CARPET & RUGS
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
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FRONT PAGE NEWS FROM 100, 75, AND 50 YEARS AGO
Submitted by Al Shipley, City Historian and Rahway Library Research Consultant

announcements came over the radio that Japan
had finally surrendered, putting an end to World
War II. Once the news spread, it seemed that
everyone headed to the center of town. Within an
hour, a spontaneous celebration had broken out
on Irving Street completely shutting it down from
Central Avenue to Milton Avenue. Thousands of
cheering residents, armed with any item that
would make noise, and a parade of cars with
horns blaring and radios blasting jammed the
entire length of the street. The sounds of church
bells, factory sirens and the whistles of passing
trains augmented the cacophony of the
celebration that lasted into the night. In their next
issue following the celebration, the local paper
ran the banner headline “Rahway Vies with
Times Square and Fleet Street Celebrating.”
City officials met with veteran groups to begin

formulating programs to help returning GIs
readjust to civilian life and studies were also
being made to address housing needs.
Early in the year, on January 18, the “Rahway

Boosters, advocates of high school sports,
changed their name to the “Sideliners.”  As one
member explained, “Those who sit on the
sidelines are those who would improve sports and
that is exactly our aim in this organization.”  
1970
The year started with one of the largest fires in

the history of the city. On the morning of Sunday,
January 4, the historic Cross Keys Hotel (corner
of Campbell Street and Cherry Street) caught fire
and continued to burn out of control despite the
efforts of Rahway firefighters and squads from
four neighboring communities. Freezing
temperatures, icy conditions, and thick smoke,
greatly hampered the 100 firemen who battled the
blaze.
City officials continued to press railroad

officials demanding they clean up the trestle
properties throughout the city, including the

retaining walls and embankments. They also
pressed for the construction of a new station. A
modern station would be built in 1975 that would
serve the city until 1999 when it was razed and
replaced by the attractive station that stands to
this day.
Public buildings including a new Public Works

headquarters, located at the corner of E.
Hazelwood Avenue and Hart Street, and the JFK
Center on E. Hazelwood were built in 1970.
Plans were underway for the construction of
Rahway Plaza Apartments, two, twelve story
buildings on E. Main Street. Plans were also
being discussed for a new fire
headquarters/police station complex and a new
site for city hall.  A new fire headquarters was
built in 1975 and the city hall/police station
complex opened in 1982.
The Rahway Historical Society purchased the

building on the corner of St. Georges Avenue and
Westfield Avenue, known to all as “the Girl Scout
House,” from the Searles estate for $75,000. The
transfer took place during a masquerade ball held
at the Ilderan Club on the evening of October 31.

(above) A Baby Parade turns from 
Cherry Street onto Irving Street in this 1920 

event sponsored by the Visiting Nurse 
Committee of the Civic Club.

(above) Officers of the Rahway Historical Society sign the paperwork 
for the purchase of the Girl Scout House (Merchants and Drovers Tavern Museum.)

For the past four years, the January history
article has gone back to the stories that were
covered in the issues of the local paper from 100,
75, and 50 years ago. Let’s again turn back the
pages of time to discover some of the issues
facing the citizens of our town.
1920
World War I was over and peacetime brought

with it a renewed feeling of brotherhood and
unity. It was a time when people wanted to be
with others and to do things to benefit others.
Membership in an assortment of fraternal and
social clubs and in churches boomed and became
places to fill the social needs of the community.
Clubs included the Elks, the Redmen, the Ilderan
Club, the Yacht Club, the YMCA, the American
Legion, the Moose, the Foresters, the Eagles, the
Odd Fellows, the Athenian Club, and the
Hibernians to name a few. Churches and temples
were open most evenings for fellowship. The
groups became venues for all sorts of social
activities and would host parties, shows, bazaars,
dances, fairs, banquets, block parties, musicals,
and baby parades.
The Rahway Federation of Churches was an

influential group consisting of local ministers
who served as the moral compass in regards to
the social issues of the time. They advocated the
strict licensing of pool halls, the enforcement of
the laws pertaining to prohibition, the
preservation of the Sabbath, and riled against the
growing age of profanity in print and in public.
In July, city officials urged action to create a

Union County Park System that would include
the Poor Farm acreage off St. Georges Avenue.
In January, 1922, the first piece of the Rahway
River Parkway was established.
The 19th Amendment, ratified by the United

States Congress on August 18, 1920, gave
women the right to vote. The women of Rahway
formed the League of Women Voters on
September 27 and by that time had already
registered over 8,000 women.
1945
The war was still raging in Japan and the

citizens of Rahway were still doing their part in
helping the cause by rationing coal, waste paper,
rags, cans, and scrap paper.
President Franklin Roosevelt died on April 12.

Cities all across the country paid tribute to his
passing.  Rahway paid homage to the fallen
leader with a memorial service held in the
Rahway High School auditorium which was
attended by over 1,000 persons.
At 6:00 on the evening of August 16,

Visit The Merchants and Drovers Tavern Museum,  1623 St. Georges Avenue, Rahway, NJ online at: merchantsanddrovers.org
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WINTER BIRDBATH HEATERS
Winter bird feeding is an extremely popular

hobby with Americans, spending millions of
dollars every year on seed and feeders to attract
birds to our gardens for easy and fun viewing.
Many bird hobbyists set up separate feeding
stations with different seeds and food to attract
their favorite birds.
Surprisingly most of us ignore the most

important element needed for our birds' survival,
water. When birdbaths, lakes and streams are
frozen, finding a source of drinking water can be
nearly impossible for overwintering birds.   
Luckily for us, now there is something we can

do to help our feathered friends find water during
our harsh northeast winters. Electric birdbath
heaters will keep your water defrosted and
available for birds.
Available at garden centers, farm supply stores

and online, birdbath heaters are gaining
popularity. All you need is a sturdy birdbath, an
extension cord, and an outlet. 
When you set up your birdbath it is important

to take a few details into consideration. First of
all, you want a good view from a window to
enjoy watching the birds. Secondly, keep the
winter birdbath close by for easy access when it
needs to be refilled during bad weather. Most
importantly, protection from predators, mainly
hawks and cats. Select a spot where birds can
quickly flee from an attacking hawk, but not so
close to shrubs that cats can hide it them.
Many people freak out when they witness a

hawk attack. Remember native birds of prey are
a major part of the circle of life. According to the
Audubon Society hawk strikes are successful less
than forty percent of the time. This helps to cull
the weak and older birds which are least likely to
escape. Most importantly the benefits of feeding

(above) Past President of The Rahway Garden
Club, James Keane, has been researching and

answering garden questions since 1995. 
Visit 'Keane Gardener' blog at:
keanegardener.blogspot.com

birds outweigh the dangers by birds of prey. Our
hawks and eagles play an important role in our
environment.
Although many birds will only visit for a

drink, starlings happily jump in the water and
take a bath even during a storm. Even folks that
don't like starlings will enjoy watching them
frolic, jumping in and out of the water while
wildly flapping their wings to bathe and dry off.
Starlings are unpopular at bird feeders because
they appear in large aggressive flocks and scare
smaller birds away.
Since birds come in many different sizes, a

stone placed in the bath creates levels for the
birds to drink water. I use this stone to keep the
heater anchored in the center of the water.
Whenever possible such as a nice winter day

turn your bath over to empty it out. Even in
winter it is important to keep your bird bath as
clean as possible and filled with fresh water.
Enjoy your garden all year long,

James

Call For Exceptional Home Care Services

800-668-2317
care@royalcaregivers.com
RoyalCareGivers.com

Fully Licensed, 
Insured, Bonded, 
and Accredited

Featured In-Home Care Services
• Personal Care         • Meal Preparation
• Companionship       • Medication Reminder 
• Respiratory Care     • Bathing & Grooming 
• Grocery Shopping    • Light House Keeping 
• Sitter Services         • Non-Medical 

Transportation 

- Live-In Care
-A+ Rated Quality

- Weekend & Holidays
- Transitional & Long Term

- Hourly Care (Multiple Shifts)

LIFESTYLE SUPPORT
PERSONAL CARE

TRADITIONAL CARE

FREE CARE
ASSESSMENT

Same day 
Service 
AvailableA birdbath heater is a fun way to attract over-

wintering birds while supplying them with an
essential source of water. 

• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
• Optos Retina Imaging
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands
• Comprehensive Eye Examinations
• Contact Lens Examinations
• Variety of Contact lenses
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES: 
• Oxford
• VSP
• Aetna
• Avesis
• NVA
• Block Vision 
• Davis Vision
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield and many more. 
Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.

EYES ON YOU
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours:
Mon: 10am to 6pm
Tues: 10am to 6pm
Wed: Closed
Thur: 10am to 6pm
Fri: 10am to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 2pm
Sun: Closed
Late appointments are 

available by request.

Dr. M. Williams
Optometric Physician

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ
732-388-3900

www.primaryecp.com/eyesonyou

• Medicare
• Medicaid
• Qualcare
• Superior Vision
• United Health Care
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ
• Vision Benefits of America

RAHWAY GARDEN CLUB
Invites you to join us at

MERCHANTS & DROVERS TAVERN
1632 Saint Georges Ave.

at Grand Ave.
Thursday, January 16, 2020

7 PM until 8:30 PM
WE WISH EVERYONE A SAFE &

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Open to the public - Free admission - 

Bring a guest
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RAHWAY’S TAYLOR
MADISON SERVES THE
NAVY ON USS CARNEY
Boatswain’s Mate Seaman Taylor Madison,

from Rahway, New Jersey, stands watch as
underway replenishment signalman during a
replenishment-at-sea evolution aboard the
Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer
USS Carney (DDG 64), on November 23, 2019.
Carney, forward-deployed to Rota, Spain, is on
its seventh patrol in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of
operations in support of regional allies and
partners as well as U.S. national security interests
in Europe and Africa.

Photo by U.S. Navy Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Fred Gray

RAHWAY ACTOR/WRITER
RELEASES SHORT FILM “GARAGE”

Rahway actor/writer Phil E. Eichinger has
released his award winning short film “garage”. 
Garage was filmed in Rahway in November of

2018 and has been premiering at numerous
festivals throughout the United States in 2019.
Phil has already been given a Best Actor award
as well as a few nominations for the same
category along with Best Film. 
“I call this film... the little engine that could. It

took a few months for it to get into its first
festival, but now it is picking up steam and I am
stoked about the recognition it’s getting.” 
The film is semi-autobiographical and will

continue to play throughout the festival circuit
deep into 2020.
Phil began his career in 2006. After graduating

from Monmouth University a handful of years
earlier, acting fell into his lap. “I recently returned
from a hockey tryout in Canada and knew I was
registered for Acting 101, just for the hope of it
being entertaining (It was either that or Italian.)
Upon my return, I chose to stay enrolled in the
class and not continue to play hockey
professionally, in what now is a defunct league.”
Since that moment, his career quickly
accumulated more jobs than not. “My first huge
job was a nine month contract with George Street
Playhouse.” Today his impeccable dedication to
his craft continues to exude major strides. “It’s
not a sprint, but a marathon and I’m shining on
the progress that I have been making.” 

Phil has previously appeared on Gotham
(FOX), Difficult People (Hulu), Law & Order:
SVU (NBC), Do No Harm (NBC), Taxi
Brooklyn (NBC) and White Collar (USA). The
former Semi-Professional hockey player has been
a resident of Rahway since 2011.
Phil is represented by Maultsby Talent and

Abrams Artists Agency. You can check him out
and “garage” at phileichinger.com or follow him
@PhilEichinger on Instagram.
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549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL THEN TAKE

$300 OFF
Exp: 12/31/19. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0% Financing
Available

FREE
ESTIMATES

NO
OBLIGATION

We are a full service installation and maintenance company.

• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER

• WILLIAMSON BOILERS

• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS

• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Are you ready for the Winter!
Check your heating unit now!
Do not buy just yet. Get a second opinion 
from Reel-Strong. A tune-up can extend 
the life of your unit.

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

Hi-efficiency heating equipment 
will qualify for WARM advantage rebates.

NJ Clean Energy Program

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!
Let’s discuss your heating oil or natural gas conversion.

STUDENTS LEARN
ABOUT THANKSGIVING

DAY PARADE
Students in Mrs. Jerriann Litterer's 6th grade

Language Arts classes at Franklin Elementary
School in Rahway read an article in their reading
program, Achieve3000 about the history of the
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. Students then
had the opportunity to be creative and make their
own parade balloons! Mrs. Linda Lampert, the
school's Technology Facilitator helped the
students with the project by using the school's
new green screen studio to make it look like the
students were actually a part of the Macy's
Thanksgiving parade. It was a lot of fun and
students had a great time with this assignment. 

(above) Kayla Horta with her unicorn balloon.
Photos by Rahway Public Schools

RED RIBBON WEEK
The students of Franklin Elementary School

in Rahway celebrated the annual Red Ribbon
Week during the week of October 23-31. To
show their commitment to being drug-free, the
students participated in various activities
throughout the week. After a heartfelt class
discussion, students participated in a poster and
essay contest. They were asked to make a poster
and write a one-page essay explaining why
being drug-free was important to them and how

they planned to accomplish this goal. All of the
essays were wonderful and shared great
messages about being drug-free. 
THE WINNERS WERE AS FOLLOWS:
• Union County 2nd Place 
Poster Contest Winner: Esterlande Vigile

• Franklin School Poster Contest Winners: 
Ava Gomez, Sarah Sanchez, Jessica Rahman 

• 5th Grade Essay Contest Winners: 
Isabella Milano, Aniyalee Torres

(above) Franklin Elementary School students celebrated Red Ribbon week 
with a poster and essay contest about being drug free.
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WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 2/10/20.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

WINTER PROGRAMS AT THE GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA
Submitted by Colleen Clayton

The Gateway Family YMCA Winter Program
Session registration is underway visit  online at
tgfymca.org. Winter programs begin January 2,
2020, and includes family wellness programs,
youth sports, swim lessons, active older adult

programs and chronic disease self-management.
In addition, The Gateway Family YMCA is
offering a membership special through January
15 including No Joiner Fee when joining in
person or online for all membership types. The
YMCA is also offering an Open House January
4-5, free to the community.
“Providing a place where families come

together in a safe and healthy environment,
creating shared memories is at the heart of our
mission here at the Y,” stated Krystal R. Canady,
CEO. “Throughout the year we provide financial
assistance to ensure that everyone has access to
programs and services to ensure the Y is available
for all.”
“We have a fundamental desire to provide

opportunities for every family to build stronger
bonds, achieve greater work/life balance, become
more engaged with their communities, and have
fun together,” stated Melynda A. Mileski,
EVP/COO. “We provide programs to meet the
needs of the communities we serve, including
opportunities for our youngest members in
childcare, swim lessons and parent/child

(above) Check out your local YMCA’s
upcoming programs and offerings.

programs, through the continuum of youth and
teen programs in the arts or sports, through adult
group exercise, chronic disease programs and
adult social day services.” 
The Gateway Family YMCA is a 501(c)(3)

non-profit, health and community service
organization of caring staff and volunteers
dedicated to strengthening the foundations of
community and stands For Youth Development,
For Healthy Living and For Social
Responsibility. The Gateway Family YMCA
impacts the community by providing quality
services to people of all ages, races, faith or
incomes. The Y doesn’t just strengthen bodies –
it strengthens people, families and communities. 
For more information about programs and

services provided by The Gateway Family
YMCA, visit tgfymca.org or contact the
Elizabeth Branch at 908-355-9622, 
Five Points Branch 908-688-9622,
Rahway Branch 732-388-0057,
Wellness Center Branch 908-349-9622,
WISE Center Branch 908-687-2995 
or Youth Development Branch 908-355-3061.
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EVENTS AT RAHWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY

TEEN EVENTS
Teen Screen

Monday, January 13, 5:00 p.m.
Join us in our auditorium as we show a new-to-
DVD PG-13 feature film on our big screen.

Free and all are welcome! 

CHILDREN’S EVENTS
Toddler Time

Wednesdays, Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, 10:30 a.m.
We will be talking, singing, reading, writing,
and playing during this literacy readiness
storytime. Ages birth - 4 with caregiver. 

Kids BINGO
Thursday, January 9, 4:00 p.m.

Play BINGO and win prizes! Ages 5-12.
Family Fun Night

Monday, January 13, 6:30 p.m.
Bring your family to the library for

a fun activity! All ages. 
Preschool Dance Party

Thursday, January 24, 11:00 a.m.
Come on out to play instruments and dance!

Ages birth – 5. 
Pajama Storytime

Monday, January 27, 6:30 p.m. 
Listen to some stories in your jammies!

All ages. 
Graphic Novel Book Club

Wednesday, January 29, 4:00 p.m.
Read this month’s book and take part in

discussion and group activities. Call the library
for the title and to reserve a copy of the book.

Ages 8-12. Registration required. 
Junior Bingo

Friday, January 31, 11:00 a.m.
Bring your little one to Junior BINGO – perfect
for learning shapes, numbers, and pictures.

Ages 1-5.

2 City Hall Plz, Rahway, NJ 07065 Tel: 732-340-1551 • Fax: 732-340-0393 
Visit us at www.rahwaylibrary.org

Library hours are Monday, Wednesday & Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
Friday & Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Sunday, Closed

Gadget Program
Program ends January 31

Did you get a new phone, e-book reader, or
tablet as a gift? Are you stumped on how to do
so much as turn it on? Don't panic. We'll help

you figure it out. Call us and make an
appointment!

Readers Circle Book Club
Monday, January 13, 2:00 p.m.

Join us for the discussion of Elizabeth Cady
Stanton: An American Life by Lori Ginzberg.

Third Thursday Movie for Adults
Thursday, January 16, 1:00 p.m.

Call library for film title.
Friends’ Group Meeting

Thursday, January 16, 7:00 p.m.
The Friends of the Rahway Public Library will

meet at the library.
New Year, New Book Discussion

Saturday, January 18, 2:00 p.m.
The Rahway Public Library & The Rahway
Section of the National Council of Negro

Women Cordially invite all to attend the first
meeting of a new Book Discussion Group. Join

us to discuss this inspiring memoir of Dr.
Dorothy Height. Must register by 12/16.

DISCOVERY STUDIO
(TEENS & ADULTS)

Crochet Club
Thursdays, January 2 & 16, 6:30 p.m.

Bring your hooks and yarn. Work on a project
or learn a new technique! Ages 16+ & adults.

Financial Literacy Workshop for the New Year
Wednesday, January 15, 6:00 p.m.

Get Your Ducks in a Row in 2020! Presented by
TD Bank. Free for Adults and Teens 16+. 

Watercolor Fun
Monday, January 27, 6:00 p.m.

Get creative with paints! For teens ages 13-18.
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ADOPTION DAY: AS SIX YOUTH JOIN FAMILIES, LOVE TEEMS
Submitted by Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan

On the morning of Friday, November 22, 2019,
more than 25 youth gathered to celebrate the
long-awaited end to living in foster care with
adoption into a forever family.
National Adoption Day is the Saturday before

Thanksgiving every year; Union County’s Family
Court celebrated on Friday, November 22, as six
youth ranging from one to nine years old, entered
the courtrooms of Superior Court Judges Richard
C. Wischusen or James Hely as foster youth —
accompanied by their foster families and other
loved ones — but left as official members of their
new family. More than 20 other recent adoptees
returned to participate in the program.
Adoption Day is a national movement to raise

awareness of children in foster care awaiting a

family. Since its inception 20 years ago, more
than 75,000 children have found that
permanency. Still, more than 125,000 youth in
the United States need a permanent home and the
average wait is four years. For more than 23,000
youth nationwide, that permanency doesn’t
happen before they age out of the system and
must face life on their own.
The family courts see complex issues fraught

with loss or discord nearly every day, yet
Adoption Day is eagerly anticipated by all at
Union County’s Family Court, as fresh starts and
ample smiles fill the courthouse. Festivities
included balloon headwear creations donated by
nonprofit A Birthday Wish; super-human Heroes
4 Heroes, an organization of area corrections
officers in costume seeking to brighten the lives
of children facing medical and other adversities;
photo booth area for children to select a
superhero cape and mask gifted by family court
personnel, pick photo props and pose with family

(above) The adoptees, each wearing superhero
capes, ready to pose for a picture with their

favorite superheroes.

(above) The Heroes4Heroes group, a nonprofit comprised of corrections officers who dress as
superheroes and visit children.

(above) Union County Assignment Judge Karen
Cassidy, an adoptive mom herself,

making a speech.

and their favorite superheroes. Approximately 30
students from Elizabeth’s Thomas Jefferson Arts
Academy A Cappella Choir performed pieces
they selected especially for the occasion.
Each adoptive family received a gift basket

from CASA of Union County, with collaboration
from David Brearley High School’s Bears that
Care, The Race Matters Alliance and Peer
Leadership Groups; Seton Hall Law Professor
Kevin Kelly; and the Union County Bar
Association. Items included board and card
games, blankets, jars of popping corn, movie
candy, bowling passes and WalMart gift card. In
addition, every adoptee received handpicked
books by Kappa Alpha Theta’s Westfield Chapter
and bike certificate redeemable by the Albanese
family of Plainfield’s Dairy Queen.
For details on CASA of Union County and

becoming an advocate for a foster youth, reach
Courtney at 908-293-8136 or log on to
casaofunioncounty.org to learn more.

Last big lot available!
Great investment property
Walking distance to: Train Stations,

Downtown and Award Winning Schools. 
• Earn money from the existing, rented, 
two family home while planning your 
new Home or Townhouses. 

• A good local architect has several ideas, 
to help with (Green) development of the 
property.

• Owner/Contractor will also provide 
one the areas most beautiful 
landscapes / Rain Gardens . 
See our work and reply at

designsbycolorscapes@gmail.co
Asking price is $750,000

DOUBLE LOT FOR SALE
IN NEW PROVIDENCE

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced
out of work, with compensation back to the
homeowner for signed release.

UGLY HOMES WANTED
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM

IN THIS AREA

CALL 1-800-281-1582
Ask for TV Project Department,
for job evaluation and estimate

of cost and compensations!
Serious lnquiries Please!
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ADOPTION DAY

(above, l-r) CASA staff and their table of gifts for each adoptive family: Courtney Green,
Recruiter/Advocate Supervisor; Natalie Deo, Program Director; Kim Stocco, Advocate

Supervisor; Lisa Poris, Trainer/Advocate Supervisor; Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan, Development and
Communications Manager and CASA’s Adoption Day Committee member;

and Abby Gallego, Advocate Supervisor.

(above) The Thomas Jefferson Arts Academy A Cappella Choir came to perform two songs they
picked especially for the event.

CHESS CLUB DRAWS
MEMBERS

FROM FAR AND WIDE
The Kenilworth Chess Club has kicked off its

2020 season with a new slate of officers. Jack
McCorkell of Cranford is incoming President.
Outgoing president Dave Lazaruus of Fanwood
will serve as Vice President. Treasurer Geoff
McMAuliffe of Dunellen and Webmaster John
Moldovan of Garwood will continue in their
positions. Trustees are Pat Mazzillo of Union and
Greg Tomkovich and Joe Renna, both from
Cranford.
The club was formed in 1972 amid the chess

craze in America, spearheaded by Bobby
Fischer’s march to the world championship. For
47 years the club was a force to be reckoned with
as its member roster included many Master level
players, including State Champions.
The club has a reputation for being friendly

and accommodating. It welcomes non-members
with no obligation or cost. It’s a place where
beginners can learn in a casual setting without
being intimidated. Strong players are generous
with their time in analyzing and giving
instruction.
The club’s website, kenilworthchessclub.org,

is well read and features an award-winning blog
by Michael Goeller and other instructional
features. Players are welcome to just pop into the
Kenilworth Chess Club with no formalities every
Thursday evening at 8 p.m. at the Kenilworth
Community Center, located next to Borough Hall
on the Boulevard and the corner of 24th Street.

(above, r-l) Kenilworth Chess Club President
Jack McCorkell, Vice President Dave Lazarus,
John Moldovan, Treasurer Geoff McAuliffe, 

Web Master John Moldovan, Trustees
Ed Selling, Greg Tomkovich, Pat Mazzillo, 

and Joe Renna.

locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary
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Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise in 1 or all 21 towns

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 135,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

MADRIGAL SINGERS
TO PRESENT

POST-CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

The Madrigal Singers will present their Our
Annual "Last Chance at Christmas" Concert, “A
Child is Born”, on Sunday, January 5, 2020 at the
United Methodist Church, 17 Kent Place
Boulevard, Summit, New Jersey at 4:00 p.m.
General admission, available at the door, is $15;
admission for students and seniors is $10.
The program will feature music by Melchior

Franck, Jean Mouton, Tomas Luis de Victoria and
many others, along with traditional favorites and
Christmas Readings.
The Madrigal Singers are an a capella choral

group specializing in Mediaeval and Renaissance
music.
The group, founded in 1948, is currently under

the direction of John Sichel, and is comprised of
sopranos Martha Desmond and Amy Wechsler;
altos Donna Brumbaugh, Roberta Lichtenberg,
Jennifer Melick, Holly Hartline and Sarah Riffel;
tenors Richard DeVany, Christopher Ferro and
Thom Reese; basses Greg Hartline, Scott
Hobson, Kirk Robbins and Gordon Rowan.  Kirk
Robbins will perform the readings and flutes will
be played by Eugenia Cline and Clarissa Nolde.

PLAY READERS’ CIRCLE
Presented by The Theater Project
and Friends of the Union Library

THE THEATRE PROJECT.
READ, DISCUSS, ENJOY!
Fine-tune your audience skills or

release your inner-actor!
No experience required. Relax with friends and
neighbors as we read play scripts aloud, and
then discuss them with members of The

Theatre Project. You are welcome to read one
of the roles or listen and talk about the play. 
We meet one Tuesday each month at 7 PM.

FIRST MEETING:
7 PM, TUESDAY, JANURARY 21

Snow Date: January 23

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY
1980 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083

OUR TOWN
RAHWAY
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7
EMERGENCY

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 2-13-20. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF
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Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event:
facebook.com/metrolinden

We specialize in hard to find items
and custom orders, just ask!

15% OFF
Any purchase of 

12 bottles of wine
Restriction apply. 

Coupons not valid on sale items.

10% OFF
Any purchase of 
6 bottles of wine

Restriction apply. 
Coupons not valid on sale items.

VISIT THE STORE FOR
MORE IN-STORE SPECIALS

WHISKY
Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $28.97
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $28.99
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $55.99
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $42.99
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $28.99
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $58.99
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $72.99
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $26.99
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $47.99
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $25.99
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $19.99
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $32.99
Gentleman Jack ...............................750ml...................... $29.99
Gentleman Jack ...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99
Glenmorangie 10 yrs old .................750ml...................... $40.99
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $45.99
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L ...................... $86.99
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $13.99
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $23.99
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $25.99
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $25.99
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $45.99
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $29.99
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $53.99
Jim Beam Whisky ............................1.75L ...................... $29.99
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $185.09
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $379.99
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $32.09
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $62.09
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $34.99
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $32.09
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $54.99
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $26.99
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $49.99

GIN
Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $35.99
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $36.99
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $17.99
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $21.99
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $36.99

COGNAC & BRANDY
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $26.99
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $46.99
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $42.99
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L ...................... $80.99

CORDIALS
Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $39.99
Duggan’s Irish Cream ......................1.75L ...................... $24.99
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $36.99
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $13.99
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $22.99
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $40.99

VODKA
Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $19.09
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $29.09
Belvedere Vodka..............................750ml...................... $27.99
Belvedere Vodka..............................1.75L ...................... $44.99
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $15.99
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $24.99
Grey Goose .....................................750ml...................... $27.99
Grey Goose (all types) .....................1.75L ...................... $49.99
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99
Luksusowa .......................................1.75L ...................... $22.99
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $11.99
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $21.99
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $11.99
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $18.99
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $29.09
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $29.99

RUM
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $12.99
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $19.19
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $25.99
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $17.99
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $25.09

TEQUILA
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $29.99
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................1.75L ...................... $59.99
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $42.99
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $85.99
Patron XO Café ................................1.75L ...................... $29.99

BEER
Becks (12oz) 24pk ........................... 24pk....................... $24.99
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $21.99
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $19.99
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $14.99
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $19.99
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $22.99
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $28.99
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $21.99
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $28.99
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $24.99
Lech (500ml) ................................... 20pk ...................... $28.99
Modelo Especial cans...................... 24pk ...................... $25.99
New Belgium Fat Tire ..................... 24pk ...................... $33.99
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $18.99
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $29.99
Sagres.............................................. 24pk....................... $24.99
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $32.99
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $28.99
Dogfish Head 60 min. ...................... 24pk ...................... $33.99
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $19.99
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $19.99

ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory. 
Not responsible for typographical errors. 

Prices valid till January 31, 2020.

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price”
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”

VISIT THE STORE FOR MORE IN-STORE SPECIALS
Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines

Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036

908-925-1770
email: metroliquors@gmail.com

www.metroliquors.com
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm Sun. 11pm - 8pm

870 ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065

732-381-6776
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

www.wittyswine.com

Witty’s
Fine Wine and Liquors

TWO
LOCATIONS

q t y ]

WINE
Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $11.99
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $11.99
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $  4.99
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $  8.69
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $  5.99
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $14.99
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $152.99
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $11.99
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml ............ $  9.99
Fish Eye (All Types) .................................1.5L ............... $  9.95
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry..............750ml ............ $10.99
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $  9.99
Gazela Vinho Verde ..................................750ml............. $  4.99
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon.............750ml............. $26.99
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $12.09
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml ............ $13.99
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml ........... $ 10.99
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml ............ $21.99
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml ............ $11.97
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml ............ $  9.99
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml ............ $  8.99
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $42.99
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $10.98
Ruffino Chianti .........................................750ml ............ $  8.99
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5 L .............. $13.97
Ruffino Pinot Grigio .................................1.5L ............... $12.99
Ruffino Tan label  ....................................750ml ............ $19.99
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml ............ $22.09
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml ............ $76.99
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $12.99
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $11.49


