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George Hansen
Sales Associate
SRES Specialist

908 346 9990
www.georgehansenera.com
1773 E. Second St.,Scotch Plains

GOLD LEVEL 2016
SILVER LEVEL 2017 & 2018

Suburb Realty

CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE

MARKET
ANALYSIS 
OR BUYER 

CONSULTATION

SUSAN RUSZALA NAMED A FOSTER CHILD ADVOCATE
Scotch Plains’ resident Susan Ruszala is among the newest class of Court Appointed

Special Advocate volunteers tasked with serving as extra eyes and ears for family law
judges on cases of Union County youth removed from home due to abuse, neglect or
abandonment and now living in foster homes or residential facilities.
“To be the voice for a child is a humbling privilege and responsibility. I’m looking

forward to working as a CASA to help children find safe, loving, permanent homes as
quickly as possible. That’s every child’s right!” said Ruszala.
After completion of approximately 30 hours’ training with Court Appointed Special

Advocates (CASA) of Union County, she and classmates assembled at the Union
County Family Courthouse to take their oath as advocates and judicial volunteers from
Superior Court Judges Marc Brown and Richard Wischusen.
The new advocate class ranges from ages 28 to 61, are both parents and nonparents,

and lines of work that include education, legal, real estate pharmaceuticals and
freelancing. Most had no prior knowledge of the foster system. Ruszala’s classmates
include David Bernot and Andrea Dudley, both of Union, Rich Leahey of Cranford,
Ona Ndupu of Hillside, Vicki Racelis of Rahway and Janet Smith of New Providence.
After three hours’ court observation to see seasoned CASA volunteers in action,

each of the advocates will meet their assigned foster youth and work to ensure each
youth’s needs are met and best interests protected. There are approximately 500 Union
County youth from birth to age 21 in foster care, and more than 200 still need their
very own CASA volunteer, someone in their corner. Is that you? 

(above) Joining Judges Marc Brown, left, and Richard Wischusen, right, with the newest advocates for Union County
foster youth. They are, from left, Rich Leahey, Cranford; Andrea Dudley, Union; David Bernot, Union; Ona Ndupu,

Hillside; Susan Ruszala, Scotch Plains; Vicki Racelis, Rahway; and Janet Smith, New Providence.

(above) Susan Ruszala

For details on upcoming trainings,
contact Courtney at 908-293-8136 or
cgreen@casaofunioncounty.org.
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Advertise in this 
newspaper

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

9,500 papers
are printed 

monthly 
and mailed 

to every
household 

and business 
in 

Scotch Plains. 

Scotch Plains Monthly
is online at 

www.rennamedia.com
like us on 

facebook.com/
Scotch Plains Monthly

PROMOTE YOUR
COMMUNITY EVENT

Community service 
organizations, schools 
and sports teams are 

encouraged to submit news of 
upcoming events or highlights 
and photos from recent events.

Organizations who are 
interested in submitting

content, please
email editor@

rennamedia.com
or call 908-858-4012

SCOTCHPLAINS POLICE DEPARTMENT
PARTICIPATES IN 2019 TORCH RUN

Each year, thousands of officers take to the
streets of their local communities on one of 26
separate routes to help carry the “Flame of Hope”
to the Special Olympics New Jersey Summer

Games to light the cauldron at the Opening
Ceremony. The Scotch Plains Police Department
was proud to once again participate in this annual
tradition.
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
MAINTENANCE

• CARPENTRY
• DECK REPAIRS
• SHEETROCK
• PLASTER REPAIRS
• POWER WASHING
• PAINTING INT. & EXT.
• DECK STAINING
• EXPERT TILE WORK
• HANDYMAN REPAIRS
• DOORS & WINDOWS
• HARDWOOD FLOORS 
& CARPETING

• REMODELING – 
KITCHENS, BATHS,
BASEMENTS

FREE
Estimates

$500
OFF

EXTERIOR PAINT JOB

$100 OFF
per room
INTERIOR PAINT JOB

$100 OFF
SHEET ROCK 

OR PLASTER REPAIRS
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TRISHAN RAY WINS SECOND PLACE
IN HEALTHY SCHOOL LUNCH CHALLENGE

Trishan Ray, an Evergreen Elementary Fourth
Grade Student, won second place in
Pomptonian’s First Annual Healthy School
Lunch Challenge for creating rainbow veggie
pancakes. On May 14, 2019, Trishan’s winning

creation was prepared in Evergreen’s lunchroom
by Pomptonian’s kitchen staff where Trishan’s
fellow students, teachers and staff were able to
sample his delicious, healthy and colorful
veggie pancakes.

Photo by Scotch Plains-Fanwood public schools

(above, l-r) Trishan Ray holds his banner as he posses with school staff.

Ellen Murphy
CNMS

Cell: 908-447-8134
Office: 908-233-5555 - x 201

Westfield East Office
209 Central Ave

ellenmurphy811@gmail.com

Outstanding Service
Outstanding Results

Local Real Estate expert
helping you make the right move.

Specializing in Listings and Sales
in Cranford, Fanwood, Scotch Plains,

Westfield & Surrounding Communities.

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2008-2018
NJ Monthly 5 Star Professional 2009-2018

Distinguished Sales Club

CINAS CLEANING SERVICE

• Basic & Deep Cleaning
• Mop/Sweep/Vacuum
• Change Linens
• Baseboards

• Dusting
• Bathrooms
• Dishes
• Much More!!!

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
908-267-8280

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
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DECA TEAM TRAVELS TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

DECA team traveled to Orlando, Florida for the
International Career Development Conference.
Nine students participated in various events and
leadership workshops at the four-day conference
that took place in late April.
Sophomore Ryan Eng placed in the top ten of

all competitors in the Financial Consulting event.
There were over 250 students from the United

States and Canada competing in this event. Ryan
was also recognized for having one of the top five
test scores in his category.
Juniors Henry Saltzman, Brandon Weinberg,

Bella Fiore, Devon Danielovich, and Lauren
Kieltyka all earned achievement level scores in
their events.

Photos by Scotch Plains-Fanwood public schools

(above) Back Row: Brandon Weinberg, Henry Saltzman, Jimmie McNichol, Sam Feinberg, Ryan
Eng and Connor Alchus; Front Row: Bella Fiore, Devon Danielovich and Lauren Kieltyka.

(above) Ryan Eng, who placed in the top ten of
all competitors in Financial Consulting event.

DECA is the co-curricular Marketing Club of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. The
goal of the club is to provide emerging business
leaders and entrepreneurs the opportunities to
become college and career ready. Mrs. Marjorie
FitzGibbon is the DECA advisor at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.
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MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION
Family

Owned &
Operated For

15 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

Special!
COMPLETE SET OF STEPS

Includes New Bricks, Limestone & Concrete Platform
Up to 5 Steps, 6 feet wide

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK &

BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF

REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles

• Protect the masonry from
the corrosive by products
of combustion

• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
efficiency of appliance

Fire
Safety

Improved
Performance

Long Term
Preservation

Easy & Effective
Cleaning

Special!CHIMNEY LINER
$1300Why Should I Use A

Chimney Lining System?

Carbon Monoxide 
is invisible,
odorless, 

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement ConnectionROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS

FOUNDATIONS

CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS

908-361-6372
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• 20% Senior Discount
• Major Credit Cards
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

Save $900
ON ROOF

REPLACEMENT
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/6/19.

$79.99
GUTTERS CLEANING
(Any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 8/6/19.

$150 OFF
ANY ROOF REPAIR
of $500 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 8/6/19.

$200 OFF
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
of $800 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 8/6/19.

With coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Expires 8/6/2019

$2,600
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Experience Excellence and Fast Results!

ERA Suburb Realty Agency
1773 East 2nd Street • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-4434
vwww.erasuburb.com

“Your Neighborhood Real Estate Experts!”

No one knows Scotch Plains and Fanwood like your
longest established Real Estate Business in town!

Our reputation
speaks for itself.

LIONS CLUB GRANTS SCHOLARSHIPS
Aubrey Bagdonas and Ryan Ackerman, both

of Scotch Plains were recently awarded
Grausso/Bendel Memorial Scholarships from
the Scotch Plains Lions Club. This scholarship is
in memory of two former leaders of the Scotch
Plains Lions Club - Norm Bendel and Tony
Grausso.
This scholarship is awarded annually to a

Scotch Plains Fanwood High School senior who
plans to go to college. Preference is given to
students who have demonstrated involvement in
community service especially those causes
dedicated to the blind and visually impaired. The
Lions Clubs are the World’s largest and most
active service organizations. They have more
than 1.4 million members active in more than
43,000 Lions clubs around the world. They are
dedicated to meeting a variety of their
community’s needs with the association’s major

service initiative being serving the blind and
visually impaired.
Both Aubrey and Ryan were honor students at

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
and both were involved in many community

service activities.
Some of Aubrey’s community service

activities included volunteering with the Mighty
Ducks Special Olympics swim team where she
taught some blind children how to swim. She
will be attending Villanova University in the fall
studying Business.
Ryan has been active as a volunteer in

organizations supporting veterans and their pets.
One of the activities has been to assist a blind
veteran. Ryan will attend Penn State University
in the fall majoring in Social Data Analytics.
For more information on the Scotch Plains

Lions Club or to attend a meeting call the club’s
president Barbara Anilo at 908-322-4472.

(above) Ryan Ackerman

(above) Aubrey Bagdonas

Creating solutions to help individuals,
entrepreneurs, business owners 

and business teams survive 
and thrive in all aspects 

of their personal and 
professional journeys.

Cheryl Marks Young 908-345-0382
www.CreativeBlueprints.com

• Business & Life Coach
• Management Consultant
• Growth Strategist
• Award Winning Author
• Food Allergy Awareness Advocate

TheAllergyNinja.com

208 Lenox Ave, Ste. 185, Westfield, NJ 07090
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 8-13-19. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 8-13-19. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7
EMERGENCY

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 8-13-19. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 8-13-19. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 8-13-19. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 8-13-19. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF
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$17,073.32 CHECK TO AUTISM NEW JERSEY

On June 23, 2019, the Banks family hosted
volunteers and supporters of the Rockin’ for
Autism fair, held this past April in Fanwood, to
thank them and announce the total amount raised
for Autism New Jersey.
Mallory Banks revealed this year's donations

totaled $17,073.32. Mallory, 17, the founder of
the event, and her family, volunteers and
supporters celebrated at a back yard event at their

home. A presentation was made to Ellen Schisler
of Autism New Jersey, the recipient of the
donations.
The fundraiser is dedicated to Mallory's

brother Ethan who has autism and is a year-long
project that involves the entire family.
Congratulations to the Banks family and thank
you for bringing this great event to our town each
year. Jeff Banks is also a Fanwood Councilman.

(above) Ethan Banks holds check with sister Mallory and mom Gina at his right shoulder, dad
Jeff in very back with glasses and volunteers and supporters.

Margot Hamel
Independent Sales Agent

908-625-3700

Helping people live healthier lives.

Authorized to Offer

Serving the New Jersey and New York area for over 20 years.

Nobody Does Windows Better!

Beautiful Window
Treatments and Bedding

are just a phone call away

718-761-5346

We specialize in:
• Sales
• Services
• Repairs
• Installation
• In Home Drapery Cleaning

Custom Draperies,
Valances, Bedding

& accessories

• Blinds • Wood Blinds • Shades
• Sun Shades • Wood Shutters
• Mini Blinds • Silhouttes
• Pleated Shades • Vinyl Shutters
• Luminattes • Duettes
• Verticals • Cellular and More

ADDITIONAL
20% OFF
Any Shade or Blind

Must present this ad.
Cannot be combined with any

other offers. No expiration date.



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 11 • July 2019   

908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ
We accommodate the trade as 
well as the do-it-yourselfers!
We are always ready to assist.

Largest Display
of Pavers in Union County

Largest Display
of Pavers in Union County

Prices
per yardSOIL

Black Topsoil .................................$35

MULCH
Black Dyed ....................................$30
Brown Dyed ..................................$30
Red Dyed .......................................$32
Hardwood ......................................$22
Cedar (9 bags = 1yd) .........$6 per bag

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS
Concrete Sand ...............................$50
3⁄4 Clean Stone ...............................$38
Stone Dust .....................................$34
QP ....................................................$36

DECORATIVE STONE
3⁄8 Red Stone...................................$70
3⁄4 Red Stone...................................$68
3⁄4 Pearl Pebble ..............................$92
2-4  Pearl Pebble ...........................$92
3⁄4 Arctic White ..............................$92
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .............$58
1 Riverbed......................................$64
2-4 Riverbed ..................................$68

Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am - 3 pm

SERVICING LANDSCAPERS,
MASONS & HOME OWNERS

DRAINAGE
Catch Basins
Pipe

HARDSCAPE

TOOLS
Mason Tools • Shovels •Rakers

Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

LAWN & GARDEN
Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat Moss

Belgium 
Block 

Concrete
Block

Curbing

Limestone
Treads

Cement

Prices subject to change without notice.

Diamond Blades

FREE
Same Day Delivery

5-Yards or more

Waterfalls • Fireplaces • Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways • Patios • CurbsWaterfalls • Fireplaces • Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways • Patios • Curbs
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908-688-8884
558 Rahway Ave., Union NJ

(down the street from Comcast)
Mon. - Fri. 6am - 6pm, Sat. 6:30am - 2pm

LET US CATER YOUR PARTY
AT YOUR HOME/OFFICE$10 OFF

ANY CATERING JOB
OF $75 OR MORE

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 8/5/19.

COUPON

Summer BBQ Menu
20-40 People: $12.95 • Over 40 People: $11.95

• Jumbo All-Beef Hot Dogs
• 6oz. Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers or Turkey Burgers
• Italian Sausage with Peppers & Onions
• Corn on the Cob or Homemade Baked Beans or Grilled Veggies
• Choice of 2 Salads: (Potato Salad, Coleslaw, Tomato, Cucumber 

& Mozzarella Salad, Pasta Salad, Tossed Salad, & Macaroni Salad)
These items can be substituted for $2.00 more per person:
• BBQ Pork Spareribs
• Shish Kabobs: (Chicken, Beef or Shrimp)
• Baked Clams
Add Fresh-Cut Watermelon for $1.00 per person
Add Soda & Ice Setup for $1.00 per person
Grill Cook Available for $35.00 per person
We Bring the Grill to You ($100 Setup Fee)
We supply Plates, Napkins, Forks, Knives, 

Serving Spoons, Tongs & Condiments

3-6 Foot Subs & Party Platters Available

www.cozycornerdeli.net (for catering menu)

Celebrating over 30 years in business!

908-464.1511
1790 Springfield Avenue

New Providence, NJ 07974

$1.00 OFF
With this coupon. Expires 7/31/19. SCO

7 days - Sun-Thur 11:30 am to 10:30 pm
Fri-Sat 11:30 am to 11 pm

a u

zitasicecream.com
Authentic Freshly Made 

Belgian Waffles
PLAIN WAFFLE OR
WAFFLE SUNDAE

NEW!

ARTS AND MUSIC FESTIVAL

SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 21ST

1pm - 6pm
RAIN OR SHINE

INDOOR & OUTDOOR

DOWNTOWN RAHWAY 2019
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Exotic Indian Cuisine

908-233-5511 Fax: 908-233-3298

RedPepperIndianCuisine.com
2520 Rt. 22 East • Scotch Plains, NJ

Let us cater your next party!

BYOB
          Closed Monday                                            Dinner Hours
   Tuesday - Thursday      11:30am to 2:30pm     5:00pm to 10:00pm
                         Friday       11:30am to 2:30pm     5:00pm to 10:30pm
                     Saturday       12:00am to 3:00pm     5:00pm to 10:30pm
                       Sunday       12:00am to 3:00pm     5:00pm to 10:00pm

FREE Delivery Order online

10% OFF
ENTIRE BILL

PICK UP & DINE-IN ONLY.

Across Rt 22 from Bowcraft

Victor St.

Glenside Ave.

West
East Route 22

Including Saturday
and Sunday
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Mary DePaola, ABR, SRES
Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
600 North Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: 908-233-0065
Cell: 908-963-8673

www.marydepaola.com
Email: mary.depaola@cbmoves.com

Scotch Plains Piscataway

Fanwood Scotch Plains
Real estate agents affiliated with  are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2019 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved.

Coldwell Banker fully supports the principlesof the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by ColdwellBanker Real Estate LLC. 

STAY-CATION IS POSSIBLE, ESPECIALLY WITH HOMES LIKE THESE
Ready to find your daily get-away spot? Make Your Move with Mary.

IMAGINE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING
Imagine Leadership Council Members

assembled for their annual meeting on Friday,
April 26th, 2019 at Imagine. These community
leaders lend their expertise and support to
Imagine’s mission and play a key role in their
success. Imagine provides free, year-round grief
support for children, families, and communities.
Imagine is a free year-round peer grief support

center located in Mountainside and Newark New
Jersey, serving children age 3-18 who have had a
parent or sibling die, with concurrent support
groups for their parents or guardians. Support for
children and teens living with a parent or sibling
with a life-altering physical illness is also
available. Free year-round support groups are
also available for young adults who have had a

(above, l-r) John Toriello, Imagine Board Chair, Westfield; Jordan Glatt, Summit; Keith S. Hertell, Westfield; Assemblyman Jon Bramnick; 
Senator Tom Kean; Barbara Neal, Imagine Board Member, Watchung; Mary Robinson, Imagine Executive Director; Diana Jurtovski-Miller, 
Imagine Board Member, New Providence; Mayor Shelley Brindle, Westfield; Pastor William M. Williams, III, First United Methodist Church, 

Westfield; Alan Lieber, President Overlook Medical Center; Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Mountainside; Jeff Peris, Imagine Board Member, 
Scotch Plains; Stu Arnold, Imagine Board Chair Emeritus, Westfield; Father Anthony Randazzo, Holy Trinity Church, Westfield.

For more information on Imagine, visit www.imaginenj.org.

friend, sibling, parent or other important person
in their life die, or who have a parent, sibling or
friend living with an illness. 
If you are interested in learning more about the

upcoming trainings scheduled for July 26-29th,
2019 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily, please contact Mandi
at Mandi@imaginenj.org or visit imaginenj.org
to schedule a tour.

MR. HANDYMANNY
A Division of Carpet Doctor LLC.

NJ License # 13vh06607700
Odd Jobs, Cleanouts
& Handyman Services

Don’t bust your fanny. Call Manny!
Insured • References • Affordable

Cash • Checks • Credit Cards

908-342-5048

WOOD FLOORS
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs

W/W CARPET & RUGS
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard

Landscaping • Excavating
Tree Service • Brick Patios & Walkways

908-755-6839
Family owned and operated since 1986.

www.bowmanlandscaping.com

Contractor License # 13VH01784700



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 15 • July 2019   

908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901
WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL
THEN TAKE

$300 OFF
Exp: 7/31/19. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

*Some expiration dates apply so don’t delay

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

FREE ESTIMATES
0% Financing Available

REEL-STRONG can evaluate your heating and cooling needs with 
no obligation, before you purchase equipment that you may not need.
We are a full service installation and maintenance company.
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER • RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS   • NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON
Rheem

High Efficiency 
Central Air Conditioning

Elizabethtown Gas 
rebate available* 

on High Efficiency Equipment

NJ Clean Energy Program* 
Incentive for the Purchase 

of High Efficiency Heat and AC

INCLUDES FREE 5 YEAR 
PARTS & LABOR WARRANTY. 

*Some model restrictions may apply.

Keep your cool this summer
with Reel Strong

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
On Saturday, June 29, 2019 (rain date June

30th), the Township of Scotch Plains will host
its annual Independence Day Fireworks at the
Scotch Hills Golf Course.
This year’s celebration will feature a

performance by The Scotch Plainsmen, a
talented group of musicians who have
performed as the backup band for our own Pat
DiNizio of the Smithereens during his solo
performances. The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA will host a “Red, Y, and Blue” station
with fun activities for kids. Food Vendors will be
on site throughout the evening. Alcoholic
beverages are not permitted on the premises.
Pre-fireworks activities begin at 7:30 p.m. so

come out early and set down chairs and blankets
to take in the show. The fireworks will go off at
dusk.
Please wear comfortable shoes; no heels will

be permitted on the golf course. There will be
several road closures leading up to and during
the event to ensure safety for pedestrians and
motorists alike. Please check the Township
website: www.scotchplainsnj.gov for details.
The golf course will be open Saturday

morning for golfers; the last tee time is at 12:00
noon. The course will re-open at Noon on
Sunday, June 30th. 
For more information please contact the

Manager’s Office at (908)322-6700 Ext. 314.

Photos from 2016 Independence Day can be found online at rennamedia.com
and on the Fanwood Post page on facebook.com. Feel free to “Like”, “Tag” and “Share.”

Cabinetry/Carpentry
Porch & Decks
Plaster & Paint

Gerard Kelly
Craftsman Carpenter & Handyman
Cell: 908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

www.kellycarpentrynj.com
LICENSED & INSURED

!Our work comes with

a 2 year warranty

Robert Maslak
Sales Representative
Cell: 908-418-2319
Office: 908-561-5400
Fax: 908-756-5523
rmaslak@weichert.com

www.NJhomesbyrobert.com
55 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069

Watchung Office



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 16 • July 2019   SCOTCH PLAINS FIRE DEPARTMENT
150TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY

Submitted by Chief John J. Lestarchick, Scotch Plains Fire Department

On behalf of the Scotch Plains Fire
Department, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the Scotch Plains
community for coming out and joining us as we
celebrated our 150th anniversary.
Throughout its 150-year history, the fire

department has been made up of volunteers, our
friends and neighbors, who want to give back to
their community. So, to say that seeing so many
supporters along the parade route and at the
celebration downtown was heartwarming, is an
understatement. As I spoke with visitors from
fire departments around the state, I kept hearing
the same phrase: “This is such a beautiful town
and community. Everyone is so nice.” I must say
that I agree whole heartedly with those
sentiments. Scotch Plains is a great community!
It certainly takes a village to host an event like

this and I would like to thank the following
entities for their generous support: Township of
Scotch Plains, Scotch Plains Recreation

Department, Scotch Plains Police Department,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
Scotch Plains Department of Public Works,
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Church, Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, New Jersey State Police,
Township of Union, 7-11, Ace Transmissions,
Fire and Safety Services, Grillestone Restaurant,
New Jersey American Water, New Jersey Fire
Equipment, Stage House Restaurant, Tony’s
Italian Sausage, Union Catholic High School
and Governor Livingston High School
Bagpipers.
Lastly, I would like to thank the men and

women of the Scotch Plains Fire Department for
all of their hard work and dedication day in and
day out. It is a privilege to serve the community
of Scotch Plains with all of you and I am
honored to be your chief. Please know that I am
grateful each and every day for the blessing of
your friendship.

Photos from this and other events can be found online at rennamedia.com
and on Scotch Plains Monthly page on facebook.com. Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”

• Driveways • Patios• Walkways
• Retaining Walls • Belgian Block

- Outdoor Living Space -
Licensed & Insured
John Busler

732-815-1100

HARDSCAPE SPECIALISTS

Visit us on facebook and twitter
Contact us through our website

The Place to Be for Junk Removal!
• Is your home crammed with clutter? 
• Is your yard littered with debris? 
• Has a home addition or business renovation

left your property in a state of chaos?
IF SO, JUNKYARD DOGS IS HERE TO HELP!

www.junkyard-dogs.com
908-409-5600

612 E. Jersey St., Elizabeth, NJ 07206

We can 
also remove 
used oil and 

oil tanks!

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 8/10/19.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors
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CENTER STAGE
Music Lessons

2014 US Hwy 22 East
Scotch Plains, NJ

908-577-4224
Voice • Guitar • Violin • Piano
Bass • Cello • Drums • Ukulele

www.centerstagemusicnj.com
centerstagemusicnj@hotmail.com Center Stage Music Lessons

FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS GIRL SCOUTS RECOGNIZED
Submitted by Julie Murphy

On June 5, 2019, the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Girl Scouts recognized five girls who have
completed the Gold Award, 11 who have
completed the Silver Award, and 10 who are
graduating from high school.
The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest and

most prestigious award that high school-age Girl
Scouts can earn. After completing prerequisites
each girl plans and creates a sustainable
community service project addressing an issue of
interest to her. This year’s FSP Gold Award
recipients and their projects are:
Katherine Agnello observed that every year,

high school seniors graduate and go off on their
own for the first time. They don't understand how
to make the right choices in order to maintain a
healthy diet. Katie’s Girl Scout Gold Award
project worked to fight this lack of knowledge by
educating incoming college students about
healthy eating choices. During four classes she
taught recipes, tips, trivia, and creative challenges
to give students a fun way to understand why
good nutrition is important. Katie also created a
website featuring short videos demonstrating

how to make some of the delicious food made
during the classes plus even more tips and
recipes.
Audrey Davis created a special-needs walking

club called the A.W.A.R.E. Club (Active Walking
and Respite Exercise Club). The project helped
special needs teens and young adults grow
physically, become socially active, and created
lifelong connections with their volunteer walking
buddies. Over six sessions during the summer of
2018 A.W.A.R.E. Club grew to more than 70
participants and made a tremendous impact on
the special-needs community throughout all of
New Jersey. The club will continue in the
summer of 2019 with the help of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders and
Department for Persons with Special Needs.
Rachella Carlino created a music therapy

program at the Chelsea Nursing Home called
“Songs Make Smiles” to use music as a tool to
stimulate memories and brain activity in
dementia patients. Rachella sang multiple songs
to the residents every week and printed song
booklets so they could join in. Selecting songs
from when most of the residents were younger

helped spark emotions and memories among the
group. Rachella also organized crafts and projects
for residents who preferred to listen to the music
rather than sing. Other students from the high
school music department joined Rachella at every
session to help engage and connect with the
residents and stayed after the music to talk to the
residents about the music they heard. 
Anita Dazzo worked with the organization

Need2Read, which promotes literacy in low
income families in Union County. Anita started a
Need2Read club at Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School that gained more than 50 members. This
year the club hosted a book drive, a fundraiser,
and an event to raise awareness. An event was
held at McGinn Elementary School with 3rd and
4th grade students where club members presented
a variety of fun reading activities and spoke about
homelessness and the effects it can have on
literacy. The high school club members also
volunteer with homeless children to promote
reading and help with homework at events held
in the community by Need2Read.
Isabella Verga incited interest in music

education and addressed the need for music
education in communities that lack resources.
She collected a total of 66 used instruments from
people in her community that were donated to
Asbury Park Music Foundation, which
refurbishes instruments and provides them to
students of local music programs who desire to
play but cannot afford to buy their own
instruments. Isabella also hosted a booth at
community street fairs that provided children
with interactive experiences with a variety of
instruments, and created an informational flyer
that educates parents on the benefits of music
education.
Troop leaders of Gold Award recipients are

Courtney Agnello, Sally Davis, Susan Dazzo,
Tina Fairweather, Liz Maythenyi, Maureen
McNamara, Jennifer Power, and Susan Schuman.
The Silver Award is the highest award that can

be earned by Girl Scouts of middle-school age.
This year’s FSP Silver Award recipients and their
projects are:
Amanda Hill and Ivana Fontora completed a

project wit Lifeline Animal Rescue, a rescue
center for cats.
Victoria Solsky, Dylan Klein and Olivia

Linderman created a reading program with the
Coles School PTA After School Enrichment
Program.
Sofia Ciullo worked on character development

activities with children at Plainfield Elementary
School.
Alexa Fazio and Alyssa Warbeck created

birdhouses with residents of Brightview Senior
Living in Warren.
Katelyn Gaulin, Natalie Green, Maeve Kahora

and Catie Wilson collected donated sports
equipment and painted a mural on the recreation
building at Farley Field in Scotch Plains.
At the conclusion of the evening graduating

12th grade Girl Scouts walked over a ceremonial
bridge to symbolize their passage to adult Girl
Scouts, and Gold Award recipient Isabella Verga
played “Taps” on the trumpet.

(above) Gold Award recipients with Julie Murphy representing the FSP Rotary Club.



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 18 • July 2019   

Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
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LOCAL PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ENJOY PROM NIGHT
In this season of high school proms, one stood

out. The prom goers were dressed to the nines,
the lights were low and the music loud and the
dance floor beckoned. Yet these prom goers were
not teenagers but rather adults with
developmental disabilities.
Dozens of members of Community Access

Unlimited attended this annual special prom held
at the agency’s headquarters. CAU is a Union
County-based, statewide nonprofit that strives to
integrate people with disabilities and at-risk
youth into the general community through
comprehensive supports.
“People with disabilities often do not have the

opportunity to go to a prom when they are
younger because they either attend an alternative
school that does not hold the event or they are not
invited to their traditional school prom,” said
Rolando Zorilla, CAU’s managing assistant
executive director. “So a number of years ago our
member self-advocacy group decided to hold
their own prom and have it each year to ensure
that every member who missed prom when they
were younger would have the chance to celebrate
their own evening again and again.”
This year’s prom was CAU member Steven

Agolia’s fourth and he said he looks forward to
the evening every year.
“I wanted to come tonight to mingle and see

some old friends,” he said. “Socialization is
important, being with people who care about you
and meeting new people.”
Randy Mercado and Mary Jane French have

been dating for years and were one of the many
couples who took to the dance floor.
“We’re a couple,” Mercado said when asked

why they came to the event. “I like the food and
I like to dance.”
French looked stunning in her lilac dress with

sequins.
“I’m enjoying being dressed up and I’m

looking forward to dancing,” she said. “It’s also
a great opportunity to see old friends.”
CAU’s prom is hosted by its member self-

advocacy program, Helping Hands.

“I think it’s great we do this for the members,”
said Juana Quinn, an officer of Helping Hands
who never had a prom when she was in high
school. “That’s the sad thing about being
disabled. Most of the members never had a
chance to go to prom because people think it’s
not important to us. But it is.”
To learn more about CAU, visit caunj.org or

follow CAU on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
About Community Access Unlimited
Community Access Unlimited (CAU),

celebrating its 40th year in 2019, supports people
with special needs in achieving real lives in the
community. CAU provides support and gives

voice to adults and youth who traditionally have
little power in society. CAU helps people with
housing, life skills, employment, money
management, socialization and civic activities.
CAU also supports opportunities for advocacy
through training in assertiveness, decision-
making and civil rights. CAU currently serves
more than 5,000 individuals and families, with
the number served growing each year. 
For more information about CAU and its

services, contact us by phone at 908-354-3040,
online at caunj.org or by mail at 80 West Grand
Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.

(above) Juana Quinn is an officer in Helping
Hands, Community Access Unlimited’s member

self-advocacy program that sponsors the
annual event.
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SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

EXPERIENCED HELP WANTED

Lic. #
13VH06601300

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways,

Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing

908-925-0444
908-928-0031

Serving All
Union County

CRANE’S FORD DAR INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS
Submitted by Mary Leonard

At a meeting held on June 8, 2019 at the
Hanson House in Cranford, the Crane’s Ford
DAR chapter held an installation ceremony of
new officers for the 2019-2022 term. The
following officers have been installed: Regent,
Bonnie Cierkowski of Cranford; Vice Regent,
Kathy Hercel of Scotch Plains; Recording
Secretary, Valeri Shafer of Winfield Park;
Corresponding Secretary, Joanne Rajoppi of
Union; Chaplain, Mary Leonard of Roselle Park;
Librarian, Diane Recinos of Rahway; Historian,

Barbara Krause of Cranford; Registrar, Patti
Campanelli of Clark; and Treasurer, Nancy
Hatfield of Westfield.
The Daughters of the American Revolution is

a women’s volunteer service organization
dedicated to historic preservation, education and
patriotism. For membership in the DAR a woman
must prove her lineal descent from a patriot of
the American Revolution. DAR volunteers are
always willing to provide guidance and
assistance with your search for ancestors. The
Crane’s Ford chapter Registrar, Patti Campanelli,

(above, l-r) Barbara Krause, Historian; Bonnie Cierkowski, Regent; Kathy Hercel, Vice-Regent;
Joanne Rajoppi, Corresponding Secretary; Nancy Hatfield, Treasurer; Mary Leonard, Chaplain;

Valeri Shafer, Recording Secretary and Patty Campanelli, Registrar.

can be reached by email at patushkat@aol.com
or the National DAR at dar.org for more
information on membership.
The Crane’s Ford chapter was organized in

March of 1944 in Cranford, and recently
celebrated their 75th anniversary. Meetings are
held from October to June each year. Programs
include guest speakers giving presentations on
Conservation, Historic Preservation, American
History, Women’s Issues, visits to the VA facility
in Basking Ridge, and the annual holiday party
when we collect gift cards for DAR sponsored
school in North Carolina.
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