
Published by Renna Media Issue 55 • June 2018

MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME 
AND BUSINESS IN CRANFORD
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Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From ants to bed bugs and squirrels to mice-

and everything in between, we can help.

ARNOLD’S
PEST CONTROL

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062
ArnoldsPestControl.com

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

C A L L  U S !

Loryn O'Brien
Coldwell Banker East 

209 Central Ave
Westfield, NJ

lorynobrien118@gmail.com

908-247-1136

DEDICATED TO
RESULTS, A

TRADITION OF
TRUST

Let Me Find Your
Dream Home

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES HONOR CRANFORD’S 86 HEROES
Cranford’s Memorial Day Parade was held on

Monday, May 28, 2018. The gray skies did not
keep crowds from lining the parade route, and
many people followed the parade to Memorial
Park on Springfield Avenue where a moving
ceremony showing respect to fallen American war
heroes is displayed each year.
The service can be viewed on Cranford’s TV 35

throughout the month of June. It can also be
viewed on demand on the station’s Facebook
page.
This year’s Grand Marshall was Cranford

resident James Silkensen who served in the United
States Army during the Vietnam War. His service
awards included being awarded the Bronze Star
for meritorious service. Silkensen was also
awarded the Army Commendation Medal for
meritorious service at Ft. Belvoir, VA. He was
honorably discharged on December 9, 1971 with a
Good Conduct Medal.
Don Sweeney, a member of the Memorial Day

Committee, and author of ‘Cranford 86’, a series
of stories chronicling the Cranford 86 hometown
heroes who perished during wartime, spoke about
the new banners to be placed around Cranford
which were dedicated during the ceremony. A
booklet of the stories published thus far was also
distributed.
The program which was led by Master of

Ceremonies Barbara Bilder, Auxiliary VFW Post
#335, also included music from the Cranford High
School Band, an invocation from Lead Rev. Msgr.
Timothy J. Shugrue, St. Michael’s Church, The
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by
Isabella Stoto, a Cranford High School student
and Girl Scout Juliette and Gold Award Recipient,
and musical selections were performed by the
Cranford High School Madrigal Ensemble. The
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address was read by Emma
Donnelly, Orange Avenue School. A roll call of
Cranford’s war dead was read by representatives
of VFW Post #335.  During the placing of the
wreaths Taps was played by Lucian Mahadeo and
a benediction was led by Cantor Frank Lanzkron-
Tamarazo, Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim.

(above) Ray Schwartz, age
14, rode with the Cranford
Police Department. Ray was
sworn is an honorary police
officer on May 15, 2018

during a Cranford Township
Committee Meeting.

Photos from this and other events can be found online at rennamedia.com 
and on Cranford Monthly page on facebook.com Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”



Cranford Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,500
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every
business and resident in Cranford.

Although great care has been taken to ensure the
information contained within is accurate, Renna Media
assumes no liability for errors or omissions.
© 2018 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

CRANFORD MONTHLY • Page 2 • June 2018

Advertise in this 
newspaper

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

9,800 papers
are printed 

monthly 
and mailed 

to every
household 

and business 
in Cranford. 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Non-Emergency Police ..........908-272-2222
Non-Emergency Fire..............908-709-7360
Non-Emergency First Aid......908-272-2222
Administrator .........................908-709-7205
Attorney .................................908-709-7200
Building and Construction.....908-709-7213
Clerk.......................................908-709-7210
Court Administrator ...............908-709-7242
Downtown Business &

Economic Development ....908-709-7208
Library ...................................908-709-7272
Engineer .................................908-709-7219
Health Inspector.....................908-709-7225
Judge ......................................908-709-7242
Prosecutor ..............................908-709-7242
Public Defender .....................908-709-7242
Public Works..........................908-709-7217
Recreation & Parks ................908-709-7283
Recycling ...............................908-709-7217
Registrar.................................908-709-7238
Swim Pool..............................908-709-7260
Tax Assessor...........................908-709-7211
TV 35 .....................................908-709-3995

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Did you or someone you know accomplish

something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your latest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Cranford Monthly your news!

Call: 908-858-4012
Fax: 908-709-9209

Email: editor@rennamedia.com

PiAno LESSonS
Unique program for the classical
and casual students of all ages.

“See amazing results on the very first lesson!”
References available.

Professor James A. Sinclair, Ph.D.

First lesson
FREE

Call today

(908) 709-1267

Affordable rate
of $30 /hr.

(908) 272-3500
One Commerce Dr. Cranford, NJ 07016
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

SUMMER CAMP 2018
Mon. June 11 thru Fri. August 31

• Weekly Session Options (2 wk. minimum)
• Gymnastics, Sports, Arts & Crafts & More!
• Day Trips - Pool, Bowling, Miniature Golf 

& More!
• Experienced Staff / CPR /First Aid Certified 

Discovery
Child Care

Diamond 
Gymnastics 
Academy

Cranford
After Care

CROSSING GUARD ROBERT BELL NAMED GRAND
MARSHAL OF BAYONNE MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

By Cranford Police Department
Cranford resident and former U.S. Coast

Guard Petty Officer Third Class (PO3), Robert T.
Bell Sr. served as the Grand Marshal for the 2018
Bayonne Memorial Day Parade.
Mr. Bell was born in Bayonne in 1939 and

permanently moved to Cranford in 1979.
An active member of the Catholic War

Veterans Bayonne Chapter, he was chosen by his
fellow veterans to be this year's Grand Marshal.
Mr. Bell graduated the Coast Guard Academy

in Cape May in 1959- class F39. As part of his
academy training he and his fellow recruits sailed
to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for training in anti-
submarine warfare.
He was stationed at the following posts:
Rockland, Maine where his duties included

lighthouse operations and sea rescue.
Hyannis Port, Cape Cod where he patrolled the

waters around the Kennedy Compound.
And finally, Boston where he was assigned to

the 311' Cutter "Humbolt". His duties once again
included sea rescue.
PO3 Bell's most memorable moment was the

time he and his crew came to the aid of a
recreational boater who was trying to navigate

along the coast of Maine with a road map. The
boater became hopelessly lost and was eight
miles from his reported location. PO3 Bell and
his crew quickly found the boater, gave him a
proper map and a crash course in sea navigation.
His other memorable moment was

discouraging Russian "fishing trawlers" from
boarding abandoned radar platforms in the North
Atlantic during the Cold War. These radar
platforms were used by the US Air Force for
surveillance and were designed after the drilling
platforms in Texas, commonly known as Texas
Towers. One such platform in the North Atlantic
collapsed during a storm which led to a new order
that the remaining platforms had to be
temporarily abandoned during subsequent
storms. The worry was the Russians would board
these abandoned platforms and remove
equipment and other sensitive materials. The
responsibility to safeguard these platforms was
that of the U.S. Coast Guard which was carried
out in all sorts of weather.
PO3 Bell was honorably discharged from the

U.S. Coast Guard in 1963. He is currently
employed by the Township of Cranford as a
Crossing Guard at St. Michael's School.

(above) Robert Bell is pictured here with his
youngest son, Thomas Bell, a Cranford Police
Officer and graduate of St. Michael’s School.

(above) U.S. Coast Guard Petty Officer Third
Class (PO3), Robert T. Bell Sr.
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MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION
Family

Owned &
Operated For

15 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

Special!
COMPLETE SET OF STEPS

Includes New Bricks, Limestone & Concrete Platform
Up to 5 Steps, 6 feet wide

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK &

BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF

REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles

• Protect the masonry from
the corrosive by products
of combustion

• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
efficiency of appliance

Fire
Safety

Improved
Performance

Long Term
Preservation

Easy & Effective
Cleaning

Special!CHIMNEY LINER
$1300Why Should I Use A

Chimney Lining System?

Carbon Monoxide 
is invisible,
odorless, 

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS

FOUNDATIONS

CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS

908-361-6372
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed

• 24/7 Emergency Service

• 20% Senior Discount

• Major Credit Cards

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$1000 OFF
or FREE GUTTERS

ANY COMPLETE ROOF
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 7/6/18.

$79.99
GUTTERS CLEANING
(Any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 7/6/18.

$150 OFF
ANY ROOF REPAIR
of $500 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7/6/18.

$200 OFF
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
of $800 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7/6/18.

With coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Expires 7/6/2018

$2,600
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SUMMER YOUTH BASEBALL LEAGUE
REGISTRATION IS OPEN

The Union County Baseball Association
invites young baseball players between the ages
of 8 and 15 to register for its Summer Youth
Baseball League.
All games are played in Warinanco Park, on

the border of Elizabeth and Roselle, Monday
through Friday between 9:00am and 3:00pm. The
games are coached and supervised by Union
County Baseball Association staff. The season
will begin in late June and end the first week of
August.
Players are divided into three age groups:

Minor League 8-10 year olds, Major League 11-
12 year olds, and Teen League 13-15 year olds.
The Union County Baseball Association has

added indoor clinics to the Summer League
program. UCBA staff and guest Union County
coaches will utilize the new state-of-the-art
Warinanco Park Skating Center, which is
equipped with artificial turf and indoor batting
cages, to provide players weekly clinics focused
on hitting, fielding, pitching, and catching. This

added benefit is included with the player
registration fee.
The registration fee for the Summer Baseball

League is $50 and players can register online at
www.ucba-nj.org. In-person registration will also
be held on June 16th and June 23rd from 9:00
a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the Warinanco Park
Boathouse.
The UCBA Summer Baseball League is

sponsored by the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the Union County Baseball
Association, and the Union County Department
of Parks and Recreation.
About the Union County Baseball Association
The Union County Baseball Association was

formed in 1941 and runs a Summer Baseball
League for players 8-15 years old and a Fall
Baseball League for high school aged players.
The league is based out of Warinanco Park, on
the border of Elizabeth and Roselle. For more
information about the Union County Baseball
Association, please visit www.ucba-nj.org.

SEA SCOUTING OPEN HOUSE JUNE 9
Sea Scouting is a high-adventure branch of the

Boy Scouts of America. We provide young adults
with the opportunity to learn, develop new skills,
and have fun while traveling aboard our 65’
training vessel, the Sea Dart II. The Sea Dart II
is also one of the largest Sea Scout vessels on the
East Coast, which provides or program a valuable
resource. The program is also an excellent path
for career development, as we have had several
of our members pursue successful careers in the
maritime industry, US Navy, and US Coast

Guard.
The Linden Sea Scouts will be hosting an open

house for all prospective new members June 9,
2018, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Linden Sea Scout
Base, 4400 Tremely Point Road, Linden, New
Jersey. The Sea Scout program is open to male
and female youth from 14- to 21-years-old. There
will be free food and free boat rides for all.
Please contact Skipper James Zatwarnicki at

jimmyzat@gmail.com or 551-580-0008 for more
information.

• Price Match Guarantee
• Self-Service Pet Wash
• Live Animals
• Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

908.789.8509
119 South Ave • Garwood, NJ

(In the old Marty's Shoe Store location)

Open 7 days a week!
Mon-Sat: 9am - 9pm / Sun: 10am - 7pm

$5 OFF ANY PURCHASE $30 OR MORE
Must be a Preferred Pet Club member. Sign up in store today. It’s easy.
STORE COUPON: May be redeemed at Garwood Pet Supplies Plus location only. 
Must be a Preferred Pet Club member. One coupon per household please. No cash value. 
No cash back. Not valid on the purchase of gift cards or prior purchases. 
May not be combined with any other offer. OFFER VALID THRU JULY 31, 2018. PLU #81525
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WE PAY CASH FOR HOUSESWE PAY CASH FOR HOUSESWE PAY CASH FOR HOUSES

908-875-3741
We Can Help You - Call Today!

Se Habla Español

WWW.CANDORHOMES.COM

Jim

GET CASH FAST! ANY SITUATION!
AS IS - NO REPAIRS NEEDED!

LIC # 13VH08772800

We offer home improvement too! Fully licensed & insured.

LOCAL & RELIABLE*YOU PICK

CLOSING DATE*

LLI ADVISORY GROUP SUPPORTS
NATIONAL MS SOCIETY WALK

A local accounting group, LLI Advisory
Group, was proud to form a team and be a part
of Walk MS: Clark 2018. The walk was held on
April 28, 2018, at Oak Ridge Park and featured
20 teams, 632 registered walkers, and many
dogs.
LLI Advisory Group formed a team to support

their co-worker, Cindy Brush, who has been
bravely battling this unpredictable and often
disabling disease of the central nervous system.

Calling themselves, Walkers with Calculators,
LLI met in matching t-shirts and hats, and raised
$2,870.
At the end of the day, MS Walk: Clark raised

$67,712.21 to fund critical services,
groundbreaking research, and to move us closer
to a world free of MS. For more information or
to find a walk near you can check out: 
http://main.nationalmssociety.org/site/PageSe

rver?pagename=WLK_HOM_splash

(above) LLI Advisory Group Supporting MS Walk.

$500 OFF
ANY ROOFING JOB

With this ad. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Book by 7/31/18 for additional $250 Off

848-218-6419

Interior • Exterior
Wall Paper Removal

Free Estimates
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE

800-206-8529
$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$300OFFANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF
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ADVANCED
DENTAL CARE
• IMPLANTS
• COSMETIC DENTISTRY
• SMILE DESIGN
• SAME DAY 

CERAMICS CROWNS
Most Insurance Accepted

Michael Saba, D.M.D 
Fellow ICOI Implant

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
Diplomate IDIA Implant

301 Lenox Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-2136

1205 Coolidge Ave.
Union, NJ 07083
908-686-2080

Zero% Financing Available
CALL

TODAY!

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

The Laser Dental Group

AMERICA’S TOP DENTIST By Consumer Research Council of America 2018

CRANFORD POLICE OFFICERS HONOR FALLEN HEROES IN UNITY TOUR
Cranford Police officers Captain Guy

Patterson and Detective Derek Farbanec once
again represented the township’s police force on
the Police Unity Tour bicycle ride to honor the
sacrifices of police officers killed in the line of
duty. They departed New Jersey on May 9, 2018.
Officers and surviving family members of fallen
officers from across the United States converged
on the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial in Washington D.C. on Saturday, May
12, 2018. 
The Police Unity Tour was started by Chief

Patrick P. Montuore of the Florham Park Police
Department, with the hope of bringing public
awareness of Police Officers who died in the line
of duty and to honor their sacrifices. The first
event included 18 riders on a four-day fund-
raising bicycle ride from Florham Park, NJ to the
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in
Washington, D.C. Over time, the event has grown
to encompass nine-chapter organizations

consisting of nearly 2500 members nationwide.
In addition to officers representing 40 different
states, participants have traveled to the event
from Australia, Canada, England, India, Israel
and Italy.
Through obtaining sponsorship and donations,

officers participating in the Police Unity Tour
raise funds that are donated to the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund
(NLEOMF). The NLEOMF is responsible for
maintaining the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial in Washington D.C. where all
officers fallen in the line of duty are engraved on
the memorial’s walls. Captain Patterson, Sergeant
Joseph Stulpin, Officer Matthew Siessel and
Officer Daniel Donnerstag participated in the
May 2017 event which resulted in over 2.6
Million Dollars being donated to the NLEOMF,
bringing total donations to the fund since
inception to over 20 Million Dollars. The

(above) Cranford Police officers Captain Guy
Patterson and Detective Derek Farbanec

represented the township’s police force on the
Police Unity Tour bicycle ride to honor the
sacrifices of officers killed in the line of duty.

Cranford Officers have committed to raising over
$2000.00 each through their participation in the
tour. They hope to present a check to this year
that is even larger than last year’s total.
According to Capt. Patterson, participating in

the Police Unity Tour is “a powerful opportunity
to raise awareness of line of duty deaths for law
enforcement officers. As we ride towards DC,
we’re over 450 bicycles in a mile-long
procession. Everyone we pass is amazed at how
many of us there are and how far we’re riding.
Our motorcycle escorts give out information on
the tour and the memorial so people know why
we’re doing this.” Cranford Police Chief Ryan
Greco is proud of his officers’ involvement in the
Tour. “These officers are working very hard to
not only pedal to D.C., but to ensure that our
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
remains a fitting tribute to officers who have
made the ultimate sacrifice.”

locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary
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908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ

We accommodate the
trade as well as the 
do-it-yourselfers!
We are always 
ready to assist.

Largest Display of Cambridge

Pavers in Union County

See above display and others at www.cambridgepavers.com

Prices
per yardSOIL

Black Topsoil .................................$35

MULCH
Black Dyed ....................................$30
Brown Dyed ..................................$30
Red Dyed .......................................$32
Hardwood ......................................$22
Play Ground ..................................$35

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS
Concrete Sand ...............................$50
3⁄4 Clean Stone ...............................$38
Stone Dust .....................................$34
QP ....................................................$36

DECORATIVE STONE
3⁄8 Red Stone...................................$70
3⁄4 Red Stone...................................$68
3⁄4 Pearl Pebble ..............................$88
2-4  Pearl Pebble ...........................$88
3⁄4 Arctic White ..............................$88
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .............$58
1 Riverbed......................................$62
2-4 Riverbed ..................................$60

Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am - 3 pm

SERVICING LANDSCAPERS,
MASONS & HOME OWNERS

FREESame Day Delivery5-Yards or more

DRAINAGE
Pipe • Catch Basins

HARDSCAPE

TOOLS
Mason Tools • Shovels •Rakers

Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

LAWN & GARDEN
Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat MossBelgium 

Block 

Concrete
Block

Curbing

Limestone
Treads

Cement

Prices subject to change without notice.

Diamond Blades
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN RECEIVES HUMAN RELATIONS INTERFAITH AWARD
The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford was

honored to receive the 2018 Union County
Human Relation s Commission Award for Clergy
on May 7, 2018 during a ceremony held at Kean
University. 
Church members Catherine Felegi, Janice

Grevious and Skip Winter were noted for their
outreach to the community with their leadership
and involvement in Operation Warmheart, a
program for homeless men and women
sponsored by the Elizabeth Coalition to House
the Homeless in Elizabeth, the FISH program, a
transitional housing program for homeless
families run by the FISH Hospitality Network of
Piscataway and the Martin Luther King Day of
Service, a program honoring the Rev. Martin
Luther King, co-sponsored by the Cranford
Clergy Council. 
The Rev. Al Brown, Pastor of the First Baptist

Church of Cranford presented the award. The
Rev. Chris Kile of the First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford, accepted the award on behalf of the
recipients and the congregation.

(above l, r) Rev. Caroline Unzaga, Catherine Felegi, Janice Grevious, Rev Chris Kile, 
Skip Winter (all of the First Presbyterian Church of Cranford) and Rev. Al Brown, Pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of Cranford and the Union County Human Relations Commission.

VILLAGE GREEN
35 BRANT AVENUE, CLARK
732-381-7477

www.eravillagegreen.com

Large eat-in kitchen, 
Formal dining Room, 
Family Room, 
Hardwood floors, 
Multi zone hw gas heat, 
Vaulted baths w/sklights, 
Lasrgr master suite 

with walk-in closet 
and full bath. 

Basement 
Over sized garage, 
Patio. 
Deep rear yard. 

Custom home.

NEW LISTING!
$595,000! COLONIAL WITH MASTER SUITE & BATH

CENTRAL AIR-8RMS, 3BRS, 2.5 BATHS
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MEET LIEUTENANT CHARLES ALBURY JR.
WORLD WAR 2 GLIDER AVIATOR, ONE OF CRANFORD’S 86

By Don Sweeney with Jim D’Arcy Past commander VFW post 335 and Lt. Col. Steven Glazer (Ret.)

When I started the campaign to identify the
faces and stories of the 86 men’s names engraved
in bronze at our Memorial Park, I was much less
educated about the history of American wars and
the brave men and women that dedicated their
lives to fight in them. Now with a year and 12
stories and several hundred hours of computer
research under my belt, I consider myself an
amateur historian. What has amazed me is the
important role that many Cranford citizens have
taken in some of the largest and most important
military undertakings in our nation’s history. The
grandeur of military actions and the planning that
takes place months and years in advance of a
mission is the segment that amazes me the most.
Mostly all of the grand plans are considered
classified and held as top secret. The individuals
that will carry out the plans of attack, mostly
know little or nothing about the encounter that
they are about to play a major role in. The story
of this month’s Cranford 86 Hometown Hero Lt.
Charles Albury Jr. is just one such case in point. 
Charles was born in Cranford on February 11,

1921 living first at 202 North Ave. East before
soon moving to the home he grew up in at 113
Eastman Street. He attended Grant School and
Roosevelt School and graduated from Cranford
High School in the class of 1938, the first
graduating class of the new and current high
school. He was member of The Episcopal Church
boys’ choir and an avid Boy Scout under Scout
Leader Mr. Ireland. His hobbies were tennis and
reading. He attended Hobart College, an all-boys
school, in Geneva, NY, receiving his B.A. degree
in 1942, with plans to become a teacher of history
or perhaps English. 
With America being fully engulfed in the

world war in 1942, Charles answered his
country’s call to duty. He volunteered for the
Army in September of 1942, and completed
infantry training at Ft. Benning, Georgia in April
of 1943. He married his college sweetheart,
Margaret Needham just days after. Miss
Needham attended William Smith College, the
all-girl sister school of Hobart.
In August of 1944 he was sent to England and

soon to Holland where he saw action for the first
time. With glider activity in World War 2
increasing, the demand for glider pilots was high.
Charles volunteered for this very risky and
exciting segment of military aviation. What
Charles and the other volunteers didn’t know was
that there was about to be an upcoming mission
requiring a need for thousands of glider pilots
during an invasion the likes of which had never
been seen.
The march to Berlin was well underway, with

successes at Normandy, The Hurtgen Forest and
The Battle of the Bulge. However, the driving
armies had reached a huge geographical obstacle,
the Rhine River. It stood like a wall between
thousands of Allied warriors in France and the
Nazi headquarters in Germany’s capital, Berlin.
The plan was to fly over this river wall. 

Unlike the invasion on the beaches of
Normandy which was supported by hundreds of
offshore vessel and thousands of amphibious
landing crafts, this invasion was to be
accomplished with hundreds of aircraft,
thousands of paratroopers and over 1500 gliders
needing 2 pilots each. This need for more than
3000 pilots required the screening of nearly 4000
candidates; Lt. Charles Albury was one of those
candidates.
The history of glider use in WW2 is interesting

to me. I think it’s worth a minute to share the
basic idea. Glider technology actually was started
by the Germans in 1940; the Americans took the
idea and improved on it. During the war in total
14,612 gliders were built and used, ranging in
size from 8, 15, 30 and the largest a 45-seater.
Along with troops, they could also carry jeeps
and light artillery. Mostly manufactured by The
Waco Aircraft Company, many however, were
made by Ford Motor Co., Cessna Aircraft Co. as
well as a furniture company, a piano
manufacturer and oddly enough, a coffin
manufacturer. The later manufacturer was the
source of one of the more colorful nicknames of
the gliders, “Flying Coffins”. Glider pilots wore
a unique set of wings on their uniform similar to
traditional aviator’s wings, except on the center
of the wings was a “G”, for glider, the pilots
claimed it stood for guts.
The gliders were pulled to the air by C-46 or

C-47 transport planes and after release, the
defenseless glider would fly silently through the
night air into enemy territory. They would set
down on fields hopefully undetected. Unlike

paratrooper jumps that would drop a military unit
scattered across a large area without any
armaments, a glider could land in a specific area
allowing a unit to quickly organize and set out on
their mission with jeeps, ammunition and light
artillery. After landing, the gliders were left
behind never to be used again, the pilots would
then became part of the military unit, taking part
in the mission until reaching a rallying point,
where they were transported back. With the end
of WW2 being only two months away, this would
be the last mass use of gliders in modern warfare.
Gliders while being an effective militarily tool,
were extremely dangerous and accounted for
many casualties from crash landings often in the
dark of night. The insertion of helicopters in The
Korean War made the perilous gliders fortunately
obsolete.
As fate would have it, our Hometown hero

experienced the danger of glider warfare first
hand. On  December 12, 1944 at the age of 23,
while training in Newbury, England, Charles
volunteered for a test flight in a glider which for
reasons unknown, crashed killing all on board.
He was buried with full military honors at
Cambridge American Cemetery in England. In
1948 his body was returned to American soil, he
is now buried near Phelps NY.
On March 24th 1945 his classmates went on to

be part of Operation Plunder, the largest single
day airborne drop in history. Several hundred
aircraft carrying 16,000 paratroopers and 1050
troop-carrier C-46 and C-47s towing 1350 gliders
moved 7,220 personnel and munitions to the east
side of the Rhine River in a successful mission.
This was their last hurdle to crush the already
damaged 3rd Reich. Hitler, seeing the end of his
rampage was nearing, took his own life on April
30, 1944. A week later on May 7th, General
Eisenhower accepted the unconditional surrender
of the German Army from German Col. General
Alfred Jodi in Reims, France. The war was over.
A side note of interest was mentioned in a

handwritten biography of Albury that is on file in
the Cranford Historic Society’s archives. The
Albury family migrated from Newbury, England
to the Bahamas in 1740. To their knowledge no
family member had ever returned to their English
hometown. Ironically Newbury was the site of
the crash taking his life.
Charles Albury’s wife Margaret gave birth to

a baby girl on February 5, 1945. Born almost two
months after her father’s death, her name was
Margaret Charles Albury. Besides his wife and
baby, who moved to Phelps, NY, Lt. Albury left
a father Charles Albury Sr., his mother Mabelle,
an older sister Betty and a younger brother
Ronald Graham Albury, who was a junior in
Cranford High School at the time. Ronald later
became an Episcopal Rector at The Church of
The Holy Cross in N. Plainfield.
Lieutenant Charles Albury Jr. was a great

American and one of our Cranford 86 Hometown
Heroes.

Lieutenant Charles Albury Jr.
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CHARLES ALBURY JR. IMAGES

Waco CG-4A Glider built by Ford Motor Co.

The simple cockpit of a WW2 glider

A Waco glider 
with a howitzer 75 mm spi ral connon on

Gliders and C-47 transports 
prepare for Operation Plunder

Cambridge American Cemetery, England

House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990

“Family care for newborns through 100”

IT’S TIME FOR NEW DENTURES!
If your dentures …
• Are loose
• Over 5 years old
• Have been repaired 
many times

Or …
• You would like to improve your smile
Then call today for an appointment!
• The doctors at Dentalcare associates
will provide all your denture needs.

• 1 HOUR DENTURE REPAIRS
• 3 HOUR LAB RELINES

• LABORATORY ON PREMISES
All repairs schedule permitting

Ask about Implant
supported dentures

*Reg. 2050-$2295 per arch Add’l fees 
may be incurred. Present this ad. Not 

valid with other offers. Dr. R. Scalera Jr,
Director.  Expires 6/30/18 RM

SAVE
$500

UPPER & LOWER
DENTURES*

Most Insurances Accepted
Interest Free Financing

908-322-7800
567 Park Ave.,Scotch Plains NJ
www.njdentalcare.com/dentures

• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
• Optos Retina Imaging
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands
• Comprehensive Eye Examinations
• Contact Lens Examinations
• Variety of Contact lenses
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES: 
• Oxford
• VSP
• Aetna
• Avesis
• NVA
• Block Vision 
• Davis Vision
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield and many more. 
Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.

EYES ON YOU
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours:
Mon: 10am to 6pm
Tues: 10am to 6pm
Wed: Closed
Thur: 10am to 6pm
Fri: 10am to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 2pm
Sun: Closed
Late appointments are 

available by request.

Dr. M. Williams
Optometric Physician

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ
732-388-3900

www.primaryecp.com/eyesonyou

• Medicare
• Medicaid
• Qualcare
• Superior Vision
• United Health Care
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ
• Vision Benefits of America

20% OFF Rug
Cleaning Sale!
Hurry! Offer Expires 6/30/18. Incoming orders only.

• Expert Hand Washing Process
• Repair & Restoration Services
• Fully Insured Service
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Sale & Service of Oriental Rugs & Carpets

Ask us about 
the proper way 
to store a rug!

210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

908-757-7847 (RUGS)
www.HamrahRug.com
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We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced
out of work, with compensation back to the
homeowner for signed release.

UGLY HOMES WANTED
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM

IN THIS AREA

CALL 1-800-281-1582
Ask for TV Project Department,
for job evaluation and estimate

of cost and compensations!
Serious lnquiries Please!

ALL PIPES
Plumbing

Heating and
Air Conditioning

Master Plumber Lic. #12951

Located in
Cranford, NJ

Joe Neglio

908-499-9092

Bonded &
Insured

ACE TECH PEST
"Your infestation is our occupation"

Residential, Commercial & Real Estate

COMMERCIAL MONTHLY SERVICE
1st SERVICE FREE 

Up to $75 when you sign up for monthly recurring plan.  Plan is one year 
agreement and early cancellation will result in this discount being voided/owed.

15% OFF ANY SERVICE
First Time Customers only. Offers can not be combined.

QUARTERLY HOME MAINTENANCE
$125 / QT • NO INITIAL FEE

First time customers only. Covers most pests. Call for more info. Offers can not be combined.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

“PEST GUARD YOUR YARD”
MONTHLY TICK AND MOSQUITO PROTECTION

$79 per month
Price valid for properties 3/4 acre and under. June to November. Offer cannot be combined.

Family Owned and operated
Tony DiFabio Jr. (owner)
908-370-4321

tonydifabio@acetechpest.com
www.acetechpest.com

Licensed (#28624B) and Insured

PRE PARTY APPLICATION $95
HAVING A PARTY? ENJOY YOUR GUESTS W/OUT THE PESTS!

Exterior application around house and party area. New customers only. Offers can not be combined.

JAYCEES GOLF OUTING 2018
Submitted by Sean Gorman

The Cranford, New Jersey Junior Chamber of
Commerce ("Jaycees") will be hosting its 12th
Annual Golf Outing on June 22, 2018 at the
Galloping Hill Golf Course, Kenilworth, New
Jersey. The Cranford Jaycees are an all-volunteer,
non-profit 501(c)3 organization that has had the
pleasure of serving the Cranford community for
over 50 years. Jaycees’ sponsored fundraising
events over the years have afforded opportunities
to support efforts such as: education, health and
wellness, our local first responders, military
veterans, youth and recreational activities, the
arts, and environmental conservation and
preservation to name a few.
Each year the Jaycees’ golf outing looks to

benefit “needing” organizations within the
community. Each year we aspire to enrich our
community by giving back to such organizations
so that they may continue their fine works. This
year, the golf outing will be proudly supporting
two deserving entities: a) the Cranford Baseball
and Softball League Inc. (proceeds offered will
be used for field renovation projects that will
enhance the safety of play for our youth); and b)
the Union County Educational Services
Commission (UCESC) which operates a Work
Readiness Academy by providing educational
and vocational skills training programs for young
adults (ages 16 to 21) with disabilities (i.e.,
Autism Spectrum Disorder). The Work Readiness
Academy, which has an 80 percent job placement

rate, partners with various local businesses to
host job shadowing and internship opportunities
for students with disabilities. The outing’s host
course, Galloping Hill Golf Course, recognized
by the UCESC as an internship location, offers
learning experiences for students on both golf
operations and within the restaurant and banquet
facility alike. By addressing these organizations’
“needs” today, we hope to afford an opportunity
to “kindle” the spark of imagination for our youth
tomorrow. ‘We Believe!’ that when our youth are
afforded opportunity, their inspiration and
perspiration will overcome challenges and yield
the solutions for tomorrow. 
Following the round of golf, there will be a

banquet that will feature both a silent auction and
a raffle with many great prizes available for
consideration. For those participating in the golf
outing including our generous donors and
sponsors, we offer our sincerest thanks and
gratitude. While the outing is currently sold out,
there are other ways you can participate and
support the event to help us raise funds for these
organizations. One can attend the after-round
banquet ($40) and participate in our silent auction
and raffle, or companies can be a sponsor at our
outing in various ways (hole sponsorship,
beverage cart sponsorship, etc.). 
Please contact the Outing’s committee at

golfouting@cranfordjaycees.org for more
information.

(908) 202-1702 CELL
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE
elizabeth.bataille@coldwellbankermoves.com

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com
BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

Serving

LOBSTER or CRAB LEGS

with other Special Items

Every Holiday

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/10/18.

$125 OFF
ADULT BUFFET

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/10/18.

$250 OFF
2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/10/18.

$500 OFF
4 ADULT
BUFFETS

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/10/18.

$10 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10......................$7.49
Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ...........................$7.99
Kids 7-10 .....................$5.99
Kids 3-6 .......................$3.99
2 & Under..................FREE!

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi. 

Most selection and top quality among all competitors. 
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi. 
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and 

confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together 
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood, 
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in 
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,

Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)
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WE DO PARTIES 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
• Christenings 
• Baptisms
• Confirmations 
• Communions
• Rehearsals 
• Showers 
• Graduations
• Small Weddings 
• Funerals

ribertositalianbistro.com
24 N. 20TH ST., KENILWORTH, NJ

AS ALWAYS BRING YOUR OWN

908-272-2180
HOURS:
• Monday – Friday 11:30am – 9:30pm
• Saturday 4pm – 10pm • Sunday 3pm – 9pm

Riberto's
Italian Seafood Bistro & Steak House
Now Serving Brick Oven Wood Fired Pizza

WE DELIVER

The Only Restaurant in Union for Portuguese & Spanish cuisine.

908.687.7020
1252 Stuyvesant Avenue • Union, NJ

• Come try our signature sangria and specialty wines

• Come enjoy fresh seafood, the best cuts of meat, 
& a large selection of wine

• Come watch your favorite sports games 
in our bar area on 14 flat screen TVs

We offer a large hall for all 
types of parties including 
Christenings, birthdays, 

weddings & funeral repasts

BAR
RESTAURANT

WINERY

10% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK 

WITH THIS COUPON. 
Expires 7/10/18. 

AUDITIONS FOR CDC THEATRE’S HISPANIC
THEATRE FESTIVAL

Submitted by Joel Redmount

Spanish-language theatre is alive and well in
New Jersey. For the second straight year, the
CDC Theatre will feature its Hispanic Theatre
Festival (or, as it prefers to be known, its
Festival de Teatro Hispanico) for four
performances July 26 to 28, 2018.
Despite a large and vibrant Hispanic

population of 1.2 million in the state, the
creators of this event recognized that there are
no Spanish-language plays being performed on
an ongoing basis that cater to that community in
central New Jersey. As far as the Theatre world
is concerned, the beauty of the language and the
richness of the Hispanic heritage is simply being
ignored. Families that want to attend live
theatre, do so exclusively in English. Children
grow up never hearing Spanish on the stage.
Last summer, the CDC Theatre, the longest

continuously-running Community theatre in
New Jersey, bridged that gap by mounting the
premiere Hispanic Theatre Festival. It featured
two one-act plays: “Ana y las langostas (Ana
and the Locusts)” by Argentine playwright
Alicia Dolinsky and “Bony y Kin (Bony &
Kim)” by Puerto Rican Carlos Canales. The
casts were filled with local Spanish-speaking
actors from Plainfield, Cranford, Union, Edison,
and Linden, as well as more distant communities
such as Jersey City, Perth Amboy and Fords.
They represented various places of national
heritage from Mexico, Cuba, Peru, Puerto Rico
and Honduras.
The play being showcased this season is “Bar

Manolo,” a full-length comedy by European
playwright Jean-Pierre Martinez. The story
unfolds in a friendly, comfortable bar that
happens to be across from a cemetery, and the
bar owner, Manolo, relies on a steady stream of
customers looking for a little respite from the
activities across the street. This particular
afternoon features the interplay of two
philosophical funeral workers, a professor who

may or may not be having an affair with one of
his students, a flooded basement, a damaged
coffin, a misplaced cell phone, a lost lottery
ticket, a waitress frustrated with her bad luck
with online dating, a befuddled old lady and a
host of other characters, all of whom Manolo
greets with a friendly smile and an offer of
watered-down cognac.
Auditions for the nine adult roles will be held

at the CDC Theatre, 78 Winans Avenue,
Cranford from 8 to 10 p.m. on Sunday, June 10,
and Monday, June 11. The production is looking
for men and women of various ages. Spanish
fluency is not necessary, but comfort in the
language is a must. Bar Manolo will be directed
by Joel Redmount of Scotch Plains, who
founded and continues to produce the Hispanic
Theatre Festival.
Performances will take place at the CDC

Theatre on Thursday July 26, Friday July 27 and
Saturday July 28, all at 8 p.m., with a matinee
performance on Saturday July 28 at 2 p.m.
Knowing it wouldn’t truly be a Festival without
appropriate music and food, the Producers of the
event are looking to provide complementary
refreshments on Opening Night, in the spirit of
the evening.
And while the CDC Theatre is looking to tap

into the underserved Spanish-speaking audience
throughout our geographic region, they extend
an invitation also to those non-Spanish speakers
who may be intrigued by the multicultural
nature of this Theatre Festival. The CDC looks
forward to exploring the richness of la cultura
Latina, as reflected in plays that mirror the pride,
the drama and comedy of the human experience,
as showcased through a Spanish language lens.
Tickets will be available for purchase in July

through the website cdctheatre.org or available
at the box office prior to each performance.
Further information will also be provided on the
website.

(above) Lilian Rebelo as Ana in "Ana y las
langostas"  in last summer's Hispanic Theatre
Festival at the CDC Theatre in Cranford.

(above, l-r) Lilian Rebelo and Valarie Beckford,
both of Cranford, as Ana and her grandmother

in "Ana y las langostas" 
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Monday
11:30 am – 11 pm

Tuesday & Thursday
11:30 am – 11 pm
Friday & Saturday

11:30 am – 12:30 am
Sunday & Holidays
12:30 pm – 11 pm

Lun Wah
Restaurant & Tiki Bar

Chinese & Polynesian
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

908-245-0656
587 Raritan Road • Roselle, NJ 07203
(Corner of Wood Ave. and Raritan Rd.)

$10 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

OF $50 OR MORE
Can’t be combined with any other offer. Dine in only. 

Not valid on “Special Events.” Expires 6/30/18.

$6 Lunch Menu

Teacher Happy Hour
Every Thurs 3-7 pm

SWEET BASIL
All You Can Eat

Asian Fusion Cuisine 
Chinese-Sushi-Thai

1189 RARITAN RD
CLARK, NJ 07066
HOURS: Monday through Friday: 11am - 10pm

Saturday: 11:30am - 10pm / Sunday: 11:30am - 9:30pm

732.669.7673

BYOB

50% OFF SUSHI
TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY.
SweetBasilNJ.com

ALL YOU CAN EAT PRICE
Dinner: Weekday $19.99 • Weekend & Holiday $21.99

Children Under 10 $11.99 • Lunch: $16.99

FREE DELIVERY

PRIVATE PARTY ROOM
FOR UP TO 50 PEOPLE.

908-688-8884
558 Rahway Ave., Union NJ

(down the street from Comcast)

Mon. - Fri. 6am - 6pm, Sat. 6:30am - 2pm

LET US CATER YOUR PARTY
AT YOUR HOME/OFFICE$10 OFF

ANY CATERING JOB
OF $75 OR MORE

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 7/5/18.

COUPON

Summer BBQ Menu
20-40 People: $12.95 • Over 40 People: $11.95

• Jumbo All-Beef Hot Dogs
• 6oz. Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers or Turkey Burgers
• Italian Sausage with Peppers & Onions
• Corn on the Cob or Homemade Baked Beans or Grilled Veggies
• Choice of 2 Salads: (Potato Salad, Coleslaw, Tomato, Cucumber 

& Mozzarella Salad, Pasta Salad, Tossed Salad, String Bean Salad 
& Macaroni Salad)

These items can be substituted for $2.00 more per person:
• BBQ Pork Spareribs
• Shish Kabobs: (Chicken, Beef or Shrimp)
• Baked Clams
Add Fresh-Cut Watermelon for $1.00 per person
Add Soda & Ice Setup for $1.00 per person
Grill Cook Available for $35.00 per person
We Bring the Grill to You ($100 Setup Fee)
We supply Plates, Napkins, Forks, Knives, 

Serving Spoons, Tongs & Condiments

3-6 Foot Subs & Party Platters Available

www.cozycornerdeli.net (for catering menu)

FUNDRAISER BRUNCH FOR COMMUNITY CENTER’S NEW WATER GARDEN
Submitted by Brenda Flahault

A waterfall, flowing pond and aquatic plants
will beautify the Cranford Community Center
(CCC) atrium and provide a bubbling, relaxing
sound for everyone to enjoy. Construction will
start this spring. The water feature will be located
on the left side of the atrium near the fireplace
and will restore the current dormant water garden
built in 2009. 
Cranford’s three garden clubs: The Floraphile

Garden Club, the Garden Club of Cranford, and
the Green Thumb Garden Club of Cranford,
under the direction of Chairperson Deb Murphy,

had applied to the National Garden Clubs (NGC)
for funds for the project, and received a “Plant
America” grant to get started, the only NGC grant
awarded to garden clubs in New Jersey. The three
clubs have been collaborating with Cranford
Recreational Director Steve Robertazzi since
February to design the new water garden.
The pond will be constructed by Robert Bellek

of Lily Pad Ponds, an award-winning, creative
aquatic designer and frequent speaker at Rutgers
University’s horticultural programs, and will
include trickling water, a pond with water lilies,
lighting, assorted woodland plants and stone.

(above) Members of the Floraphile Garden Club, the Garden Club of Cranford, 
and the Green Thumb Garden Club of Cranford, along with Township employees, 

work at the CCC preparing for the new water garden feature installation.

The local community can help support this
project by attending a delicious, elaborate
gourmet brunch buffet at the Pairings Palate and
Plate restaurant at 10 Walnut Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey, on Sunday June 10, 2018, from
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. BYO Prosecco/Wine.
Tickets: $55 per person. Contact Sue Matlosz at
CRANFORDWATERGARDEN@gmail.com to
purchase or buy at the front desk at the Cranford
Public Library at 224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey. Seating is limited so please do not
delay reserving your tickets.
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We Accept: CASH
w y [ t 
and Personal Checks

CELEBRATING OUR 65TH YEAR

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

725 RAHWAY AVE - ELIZABETH
908-354-8533

Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; 
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sundays 

We carry a full selection of 
gas grills, refrigerators, washers, 

dryers, ranges, dishwashers, 
big screen TV’s and bedding.

FREE DELIVERY
SAVE MORE WITH ONLY

3 1/2% SALES TAX

$25 OFF FOR CRANFORD
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase of $299.00. must present this coupon 

at time of purchase. Offer Expires 7/10/18.

An Elizabeth 
Tradition
since 1949.

R U SMARTER THAN A 5TH GRADER ANNUAL EVENT 2018
Submitted by Jamie Miller

The Cranford Rotary recently held its ninth
annual R U Smarter Than a Cranford/Garwood
5th Grader Event. Representing Cranford were
students and parents from Brookside Place
School, Hillside Avenue School, Livingston
Avenue School, Orange Avenue School, and
Walnut Avenue School. Representing Garwood
were parents and students from the Lincoln
School.
The questions focused on the subject matter

the fifth graders were currently studying in school
which ranged from math and science to art,
geography, and literature. The goal of the event
is to provide a game like environment for each
school to study current curriculum. All the
students received team tee shirts with different
colors representing different schools. Each school
also received $200 from Cranford rotary to be
used toward any current project. There were

several door prizes given out along with
honorariums for the participating teachers and
principals for all the work and effort they put into
making this event the success it has become.
The Cranford Rotary would like to particularly

thank Dr. Scott Rubin, Superintendent of
Cranford Schools and Mr. Michael Klimco,
Principal of the Brookside Place School for
coordinating the event. Additional thanks go out
to fellow principals and associates Mr. Kevin
Deacon, Dr. Curt Fogas, Mr. Marc Edery, Ms.
Jennifer Santa, Mr. Steve Van Dam and Ms.
Michele Cammarata, Executive Secretary to the
Board of Education. This is the third year that the
students from Garwood’s Lincoln School have
participated in the event and that is due to the
tireless efforts of Mrs. Mary Emmons, its
principal, and the support of the Garwood
Superintendent, Dr. Teresa Quigley.

(above) Cranford Rotary Presents ‘R U Smarter Than a 5th Grader’

This event would not be possible without the
financial support of the Cranford Rotary and its
outstanding sponsors. Special Thanks goes to Ms.
Carmen Rivera, VP of Business Development
and the Investors Bank Foundation for its $3,000
donation to the event.
In addition, we’d like to also thank our tee shirt

sponsors Bruce Bergen; Brookside Place School
PTA; Cranford Gas Light Heating and Air
Conditioning; David del Vecchio, architect; Feder
Insurance Services; Flynn Advisory Group;
Garretson Financial-Jamie Miller; Goodman
Realty; JEC Consultants; the Kilkenny House -
Barry O’Donovan; Livingston Avenue PTA; Joe
Starkey, Cranford Rotary; Kathy Willis, Cranford
Family Care; and Think D’Sign Print.
It was a fun night for all, delightfully emceed

by Bernie Wagenblast and photographed by
Kevin Papa.

908-251-9441
Mrhandyman.com

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL -
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE -

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

15% OFF FIRST TIME
SERVICE

On labor only. Minimum 2 Hour Service Call. Good thru 8/1/18.

Why Repave?
Sealcoat & Save!

$50 OFFDRIVEWAY REPAIRor SEALCOATING

• Parking Lot Line Striping
• Driveways & Parking Lots
• Specializing in Large Parking Lots
• Hot Rubberized Crack Filling

WE WILL EDGE, CLEAN, PRIME OIL SPOTS & SEALCOAT YOUR DRIVEWAY!

MAKE YOUR ASPHALT GREAT AGAIN!

Minimum purchase $500. Limit one. No other discounts apply. Exp. 6/30/18.

backtoblacksealcoating@yahoo.com

FULLY INSURED!
Lic# 13VH06534400

BACK TO BLACK SEALCOATING

732-968-3646
backtoblacksealcoating.com

• Hot Asphalt Repairs • Tennis Courts
• Asphalt or Coal Tar (Emulsion Sealer)
• Pothole Patching • SNOW REMOVAL
• Power Washing • Asphalt Patch Work

We will beat any legitimate 
Sealcoat company’s written estimate.

Call for a
FREE Estimate 
& Receive a
FREE Gift!

5% DISCOUNT
FOR SENIORS
& VETERANS!
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549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL
THEN TAKE

$300 OFF
Exp: 6/30/18. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

*Some expiration dates apply so don’t delay

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0%
Financing
Available

FREE
ESTIMATES

REEL-STRONG can evaluate your heating and cooling 
needs with no obligation, before you purchase 
equipment that you may not need.
We are a full service installation 
and maintenance company.
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Up to $725
in rebates*on Rheem
High Efficiency 
Central Air Conditioning

$500
Elizabethtown Gas rebate available

on High Efficiency Equipment

Up to $1,450
NJ Clean Energy Program 
Incentive for the Purchase 

of High Efficiency Heat and AC
INCLUDES FREE

10 YEAR 
PARTS & LABOR 
WARRANTY. 

*Some model restrictions may apply.

Keep your cool 
this summer 
with Reel Strong
Get a Second Opinion about your
Heating & Air Conditioning

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

ANNUAL TOWN-WIDE BBQ PHOTO ALBUM CAN BE FOUND ONLINE
Photos from this and other events can be found online at rennamedia.com and on Cranford Monthly page on facebook.com Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”

(above) The Cranford Municipal Alliance's Annual town-wide BBQ was held on Sunday May 20, 2018. The free, fun-filled afternoon 
offered food and fun activities and prizes for the kids, including free raffle prizes, dunk tank, live music, and face painting.
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224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016 • Phone: 908-709-7272

Email: library@cranfordnj.org • Web: cranford.com/library
Library hours are Monday to Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.,

Thursday and Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall 

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing
Electrical - Interior & Exterior Painting

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

EXPERIENCED HELP WANTED

Lic. #
13VH06601300

Looking for a way to keep your child 
engaged in learning over the summer months?

Enroll in the Cranford Public Library’s annual Summer
Reading Program. This year’s theme is “Libraries Rock,”

and there are plenty of ways to get involved.
Children are able to earn a new prize each week by

tracking the amount of time they spend reading or being
read to each day. This year’s prizes, generously donated
by local businesses, include a cone at Dairy Queen, a
summer of bowling at Linden Lanes, and tickets to a

Somerset Patriots game. Stop by the library
from June 16 to July 28

to register. Every child who reports any amount of time
to us is invited to our annual Summer Reading Carnival,

happening on
Thursday, August 16 from 9 a.m. to noon

with a rain date of August 17.
In addition to logging reading, the library runs weekly

programs for children of all ages.
Preschoolers can join us

every Monday morning at 10:15
from June 25 to August 6 

for an Enhanced Story Time. This story time, for
children ages 3 to 5 and a caregiver, will help build
essential pre-reading skills using stories and song.

Registration is not required, but we ask that participants
arrive on time as we may be unable to accommodate

latecomers.
Each Wednesday evening, the library hosts an all ages

family program featuring a different professional
performer

Every Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.
in the Community Center’s A/V Room (please note: the

July 17 session will be held in room 200 of the
Community Center). This year, the library will welcome

musicians, magicians, live animals, and more. Free
tickets can be picked up in the library up to two weeks

before each event.

The library will be open on Saturdays in the summer
and will be hosting a few special events.

Music Therapist Joyce Alexander, an exceptional early
literacy instructor, will be leading two sessions of a

music program
on July 14.

Joyce will lead a short, small-group session for children
with special needs and a caregiver from 10:30 to 10:55
a.m., followed by a longer session for a larger group

from 11 to 11:45 a.m. that is open to everyone.
Registration can be done by phone or in the Children’s

Department up to two weeks before the program. 
Students in grades 4 to 6 are invited to an Ice Cream

Social on June 25 at 3 p.m., where they’ll help determine
the following six weeks’ worth of activities. Potential
projects include stop-motion animation, slime making,

robot projects, and more. Have your voice heard.
No registration required.

Children in grades 1 to 3 will have
a program of their own

every Tuesday from 3:30 to 4:30.
Each week will focus on a new music-based activity.
Participants will learn dance moves from around the
world, write “shape songs,” learn clapping games,

engineer instruments, play musical games, create jingles,
and much more. Registration is not required, with the
exception of the July 17 session, when space is limited
but participants are asked to arrive on time as we may be

unable to accommodate latecomers.
Babies and toddlers

ages 3-months to 2-years and a caregiver are invited to
join us Music & Movement Story Time

every Thursday from June 28 to
August 2 at 10:15 a.m.

This short, lively story time features fun stories and
songs. We’ll also be hosting an outdoor session of this
story time at Sherman Park on August 9, look for us in

the shade.

LIBRARY BOOK 
CELLAR SALE

Looking for some good reading at bargain
prices? The Friends of the Cranford Public
Library invite you to visit their used book sale in
the Cranford Public Library’s Friendly Book
Cellar on Wednesday, June 6, 4 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.;
Thursday and Friday, June 7 and 8, 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.; and Saturday, June 9, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Items for sale include more than
10,000 adult and children’s books, as well as
CDs, DVDs, and recorded books. Prices range
from 25 cents to $2, except for a few specially
marked items. Saturday is Bag Day; fill a bag
with books for just $8. The library is located at
224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey.
Entrance to the sale is through the side door, just
off the main parking lot. The sale is wheelchair
accessible. Proceeds benefit the library. For more
information about the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library, go to cranfordlibrary.org and click
on “Friends of the Library.”

BEE DAY AT HANSON PARK JUNE 23
Submitted by Jenna Doscher

Please join the Hanson Park Conservancy on
June 23rd for Bee Day at Hanson Park! At 2 p.m.
Grant Stiles from Stiles Honey will be sharing his
knowledge of bees with his presentation,
“Fundamentals of Beekeeping and the
Importance of Honey Bees in Our Society.” Bring
your blankets and chairs and enjoy the beautiful
surroundings as Mr. Stiles answers your
questions about these important pollinators. He
is a Certified Master Beekeeper and owns one of
the most successful apiaries in the New
York/New Jersey area, with Stiles Honey
currently managing over 4000 honeybee colonies
a year. Mr. Stiles will also be selling his honey. 
Then at 3:15 p.m. it’s Story Time at the Park.

We will continue the theme with books about
bees. This is a free event and recommended for

ages 8 and under, but anyone is welcome to stay
and enjoy a story. No need to register, just show
up! At 3:45 p.m. we will be making a bee craft.
Get ready to have some fun with pipe cleaners
and clothespins; and take home a little bee of
your own!
Hanson Park is located at 38 Springfield Ave.

in Cranford, New Jersey. Bee Day is free and
open to the public. In the event of inclement
weather, we will be relocating to the Cranford
Community Center at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. Bee Day is sponsored by the Hanson
Park Conservancy, a non-profit group dedicated
to developing and maintaining Hanson Park and
providing the community with educational
programs and workshops. To learn more, please
visit our website, hansonparkconservancy.com.

CRANFORD JULY 4TH
2018 EVENTS

Cranford's July 4th activities are as follows:
9 a.m. 

Cane Races at the Canoe Club and
Firecracker Four Miler at Nomahegan Park.

2 p.m. 
Rides and games at Nomahegan Park.

9:15 p.m. 
Fireworks at Nomahegan Park.

For more information, call the Cranford
Recreation & Parks Department 

at 908-709-7283.
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Sandra Trapani
Sales Representative
908-349-0441

Weichert Realtors
908-687-4800

Union, NJ 07083
CALL FOR YOUR FREE HOME EVALUATION REPORT

Sandra.r.trapani@gmail.com
NJhomesbySandra.com

Formerly Affordable Tree Care

TREE CARE - HARDSCAPE

10% OFF
ANY SERVICE

$300 maximum discount. Coupon must be presented at time of estimate. 
Cannot be applied to previous estimates or scheduled work. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 6/30/18

FULLY INSURED • 24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Call Today For
A FREE Estimate yaqr

We Will Beat Any Written Quote 
From A Reputable, Insured Tree Service.

908-414-4509

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways,

Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing

908-925-0444
908-928-0031

Serving All
Union County

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Asphalt Works
• Driveways
• Parking Areas
• Sealing
• Resurfacing
• Curbing
• Snow Plowing
• Dump Truck 

& Backhoe Rental
• Paving Machine

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Brian Hirth
908-687-0614
908-789-9508

WOOD FLOORS
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs

W/W CARPET & RUGS
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard

908-272-4466
25 North Avenue East Cranford, NJ 07016

FIRST TIME CLIENTS RECEIVE 15% OFF
Any ONE Service throughout the Month of June

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ

One bedroom available at $1,099
Two bedrooms available at $1,749

Heat & hot water included
Conveniently located in residential area.

908.789.9198
Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 7/10/18.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

DAISY TROOP 4097 TRIP TO DREYER FARMS
Submitted by Alexandra Paulyson

Cranford Daisy Troop 40967 had a fun time
celebrating Earth Day at Dreyer Farms, Cranford,
New Jersey! Miss Justine gave the troop a private
tour of the fields, greenhouses, nursery, and as a

special treat, showed the troop how the doughnut
machine works! The girls were educated about
the importance of the farm and the impact it has
on the environment.

(above) Cranford Daisy Troop 40967 celebrating Earth Day at Dreyer Farms.
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RENNA MEDIA
NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
125,000

NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise 

in 1 or all 

21 towns

The Cranford Area Chamber of Commerce unites and 
energizes the business community to improve members’ 

success by providing networking, educational opportunities, 
encouraging business and community development.

CRANFORD CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE EVENTS

JUNE EVENTS - 2018

cranfordchamber@comcast.net
cranford.com/chamber • 908 272 6114

8 Springfield Avenue • Cranford, NJ 07016

Downtown Cranford - Car Show - 5:00pm
June 13th - Wednesday - 5:30-9:00pm

Music - Hula Hoop Contests - Awards & More
Come and have dinner in one of our local restaurants

and enjoy the show.
Business Block Party

Monday - June 18th - 5:30-7:30pm
Hanson House Park

38 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, N.J.

$15 Members/$20 Non-Members
Appetizers - Beverages - Games - Prizes
Share. Network. Meet your Neighbors.
Learn about the Chamber of Commerce!

Cranford Connections Over Coffee
June 21st - Thursday - 8:00-10:00am

CEC Research
16 Commerce Drive

Cranford, N.J.
Moderated by: Jon Best - Expert Business Advisor
From Winner's Edge Business Coaching, LLC

$25 Members/$30 Non-members
RSVP: cranford.com/chamber or call

908 272 6114 for all events.

locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
TO DIGITAL
FILES & DVD

• Video Tape Transfers
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
• Audio Cassette to CD
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD
• LP to CD
• High Speed Slide Scanning
• Foreign Conversions

Don’t let your family 
memories fade away

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary

KOC WELCOMES POLICE CHIEF RYAN GRECO
Submitted by John J. Doolan

The Cranford Knights of Columbus (KOC)
recently welcomed Cranford Police Chief Ryan
Greco for a Meet and Greet before the start of the
General Meeting. Chief Greco shared his vision
for the department and held a Q&A session for
all Knights present at the Meeting. As a token of
their appreciation, the Council gave Chief Greco
an American Flag that was flown over the Capitol
in Washington DC certified by Congressman
Leonard Lance. 
The Cranford Knights of Columbus is a

Catholic Fraternal Organization dedicated to our
Four Core Principles, Charity, Unity, Fraternity
and Patriotism. The Cranford Council supports
many charities and civic causes locally, state-
wide ad nationally committed to be a viable part
of our Community. For information about joining
the Council, please contact Membership Chair
John Caprio at 732-306-5634 or visit
cranfordknights.org.

(above, l-r) Grand Knight Wally Shackell
presenting Chief Greco 
with the American Flag.
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Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Cell: 908-787-5990
For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi | twitter @homeswestfield

#LoveWhereYouLive
TheIsoldiCollection.com

©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

200 Woodland Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $6,950,000

512 Bradford Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,550,000

1450 Rahway Road, Scotch Plains
Offered at $1,465,000

630 Clark Street, Westfield
Offered at $1,445,000

925 Wyandotte Trail, Westfield
Offered at $1,350,000

1741 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains
Offered at $1,299,000

1656 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains
Offered at $1,150,000

115 Ayliffe Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,095,000

9 Tudor Oval, Westfield
Offered at $839,900

Echo Ridge Townhomes
1350 Route 22 East, Mountainside

Offered from the Mid 700’s
314 Orenda Circle, Westfield

Offered at $745,000
24 Tanglewood Lane, Mountainside

Offered at $725,000

111 Prospect Street 2A, Westfield
Offered at $699,900

156 N. Martine Avenue, Fanwood
Offered at $689,000

791 Lamberts Mill Road, Westfield
Offered at $665,000

342 Brightwood Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $500,000
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