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OUTSTANDING CITIZENS HONORED AT BOY SCOUTS DINNER
Submitted by Jennifer Volz
Boy Scouts of America, Patriots’ Path Council
honored local citizens at the 2018 Summit Good
Scout Awards Dinner held on April 26, 2018 at
the Grand Summit Hotel in Summit. This year’s
honorees were Celia Colbert, Diane Gallo,
Pamela Gumport, Greg Hybl, and Paul Kieltyka.
The event recognizes these five outstanding
citizens for their community service, as
evidenced by their leadership and interests within
the Summit community, and for their
embodiment of the values of the century old
Scout Oath and Law in their personal and
professional lives.
Celia Colbert is a trustee of the Summit Area
Public Foundation and the Summit Free Public
Library. She is a past president of the Summit
Board of Education, where she served for six and
a half years, and of S4A, the Summit African
American Action Association. In addition to her
local activities, Celia serves on the Board of
Directors of UNCF (the United Negro College
Fund) and the Board of Trustees of Colgate
University. She is a retired Senior Vice President,
Secretary and Assistant General Counsel of
Merck & Co., Inc.
Diane Gallo is an active member and Past
President of the Summit League of Women
Voters. She volunteered, served on the board, and
worked for The Connection. Diane served on the
Summit Board of Education, following that, she
served as President of the Summit Educational
Foundation. She serves on the board of The
Mayor’s Committee on Public Art, Summit
Public Art, and helps to bring art to public spaces
in the city. For the past twelve years, Diane has
been active on the Board of Dreamcatcher
Repertory Theatre, a professional ensemble
company in Summit, where she now serves as
Board President. When she worked for Summit
Downtown, Diane was instrumental in starting
the Summit Farmers’ Market, which is still going
strong today.
Pamela Gumport has been involved with
Bridges Outreach Inc. since 1991, having served
as its Board Chair, twice, and, also as Treasurer.
Today, Pam continues as Co-chair of Bridge’s

(above, l-r) Honorees: Celia Colbert, Diane Gallo,
Pamela Gumport, Greg Hybl, Paul Kieltyke

board. Pam is working on her second term as Treasurer at Reed-Reeves
and has helped assure the institution’s continued prosperity. Pam has also
served on the Overlook Foundation Board as Vice Chair, the Outreach
Committee for the Community Congregational Church in Short Hills, and,
for seven years, Pam served on Summit’s Zoning Board of Adjustment
including one year as Vice Chair and three years as Chair. She also served
on the Summit Master Plan – Housing Committee in 2016. Pam is a sales
associate for the successful Peck-Gumport Team at Prominent Properties
Sotheby’s International Reality.
Greg Hybl serves as assistant Scoutmaster in Boy Scout Troop 67,
Summit, where his two boys have benefitted from the knowledge,
leadership skills, and self-reliance that comes from an immersive
experience in Scouting. As Vice President and General Manager,
Enterprise Strategic Partnerships, Greg is responsible for strategy and
development of Amex’s largest strategic partnerships at an enterprise level.
He joined Amex in 2009 and has held a variety of positions increasing in
responsibility across the Merchant Services and Commercial Payments
businesses within Amex. A former Board Member of the U.S. Travel
Association, Greg currently sits on the board of United Negro College
Fund.
Paul Kieltyka has served as President and CEO of the Summit Area
YMCA since 2014. He has spent the last 24 years at several Y’s in New
Jersey. Building upon a lengthy playing career in lacrosse, Paul remains
very involved as a coach and administrator for youth boys’ and girls’
lacrosse. Additionally, he is currently a volunteer part-time coach for Kean
University Men’s Lacrosse team and President of the Scotch
Plains/Fanwood Lacrosse Club. Having adopted Summit as his second
hometown, Paul is active in several organizations in and around Summit
including the Summit/New Providence Rotary and Summit Mayor’s
Forum on Diversity.
The Summit area is a part of the Patriots’ Path Council, Boy Scouts of
America which serves over 16,000 youth in over 400 Scouting units in
communities like ours throughout Morris, Middlesex, Somerset, Sussex,
and Union Counties. For more information on Scouting contact Jennifer
Volz, Development Director, at 973-765-9322 ext. 249 and/or
jennifer.volz@scouting.org.
Our 37th year serving the tri-state area.

Discount Prices Plus
FREE Local Delivery!

LG WASHER
SALE!
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PROMOTE YOUR COMMUNITY EVENT

Community service organizations,
schools and sports teams are
encouraged to submit news of
upcoming events or highlights
and photos from recent events.
Organizations who are interested in
submitting content, please email
Editor@rennamedia.com

Advertise in this
newspaper
9,600 papers
are printed
monthly
and mailed
to every home
and business
in Summit.

Reserve space in the next issue.
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

SAT and ACT Tutoring
English, Reading and Writing
• Students will develop the skills to
improve their SAT and ACT scores.
We focus on Critical Reading,
Grammar, Sentence Structure,
Vocabulary, & Writing.

College Application
Essay Development
• Students will develop dynamic
essays for the Common Application
and individual college applications.
*As seen in the February issue of New Providence News for
helping a local student go from a 26 to a perfect 36 on the ACT.

Kristen Angelo

PreferredResultsTutoring.com

732-713-9458

PreferredResultsTutoring@gmail.com

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
RECEIVES TWO PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS

The New Jersey Recreation and Park
Association recently recognized two employees
of the Summit Department of Community
Programs (DCP) at its recent Annual Conference
and Exhibition on March 4 to 7, 2018, at Harrah’s
Waterfront Conference Center in Atlantic City,
New Jersey.
David Guida Jr, Program Supervisor of the
Summit DCP received the prestigious William D.
Foelsch Young Professional Award for his
exceptional work in providing programs and
special events in Summit. He was also recognized
for his contributions to the NJRPA for serving on
several committees and in leadership roles. David
has been with the City of Summit DCP for the
past eight years. He joined the department as a
seasonal worker and then as a full time Program
Supervisor in 2016. In his role, David secures
corporate sponsorships for city-wide special
events and he is involved in producing most of
the major events on the Village Green including
“Screen on the Green” and “Hot Summer Nights
Concert Series.”
Jamie Colucci, Program Supervisor, received
the Agency Showcase Award for his re-branding
of the 70th Anniversary of the Summit Fourth of
July event. Jamie began his career with the DCP
as a volunteer in the department for several years
prior to becoming the Presiding Officer of the

DCP Advisory Board, and then as a full-time
Program Supervisor with the department. Jamie’s
specialty areas include graphic design,
promotions, communications, and project
management. Jamie also manages the
construction project at the Summit Community
Center. Most recently Jamie managed the
successful completion of an artificial turf
replacement and bleacher project at Investors
Bank Field. Jamie’s graphic design capabilities,
photography and drone photography abilities are
a huge asset to the department.
“I am very proud to share the news of this
recognition for two very talented DCP staff
members,” reports Director of Community
Programs Judith Leblein Josephs. “David and
Jamie provide creativity, enthusiasm and integral
support to ensure our programming is world-class
here in Summit. We value and thank them for
their contributions to our community and our
work.”
The New Jersey Recreation and Park
Association (NJRPA) is dedicated to enhancing
the lives of all New Jersey residents by
supporting outstanding park, recreation, and
natural resources management programs. Since
1928, the efforts initiated by the NJRPA and its
membership have resulted in tangible benefits for
communities throughout the state.

(above) David Guida Jr.

(above) Jamie Colluccio
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MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372
CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
1-800-650-0968

Family
Owned &
Operated For
15 Years

• All Work Guaranteed
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• 20% Senior Discount
• Major Credit Cards
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

CHIMNEYS
SIDING

ROOFING
You Home Improvement Connection

MASONRY
GUTTERS

STEPS
FOUNDATIONS

MASONRY
• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK &
BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

ROOFING
• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF
REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

Carbon Monoxide
is invisible,
odorless,
and can kill you!

GUTTERS
• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

Special!CHIMNEY LINER FREE ESTIMATES
$1300

Why Should I Use A
Chimney Lining System?
• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles
Fire
Improved
• Protect the masonry from
Safety
Performance
the corrosive by products
of combustion
• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
Long Term Easy & Effective
efficiency of appliance
Preservation
Cleaning

Special!

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS

$2,600

Includes New Bricks, Limestone & Concrete Platform
Up to 5 Steps, 6 feet wide
With coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Expires 6/6/2018

$1000 OFF

$79.99

$150 OFF

$200 OFF

or FREE GUTTERS
ANY COMPLETE ROOF

GUTTERS CLEANING

ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6/6/18.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6/6/18.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6/6/18.

(Any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6/6/18.

of $500 or more

of $800 or more
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SUMMIT PAL LENDS A HELPING HAND TO FIRST AID SQUAD

By John Staunton
Members of the Summit PAL visited the
Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad headquarters
to see the fruits of their recent donation.
After the Summit Police recently migrated to
a new digital radio system, the Summit First Aid
Squad quickly discovered their older radio
scanning system was not compatible. The
resulting distortion began to interfere with the

building intercom that carries EMS as well as
Police and Fire communications, so the scanner
had to be turned off, eliminating the ability of on
duty crews to hear radio communications from
the Police and Fire departments. The solution was
a new digital radio scanner. Nick Curiale, a
former First Aid Squad volunteer and current
member of the PAL Advisory Board, learned of
the dilemma and offered to help. The PAL agreed

to donate the new equipment which squad
members were able to install.
The all-volunteer First Aid Squad has 62 adult
members, 20 junior members and is always
looking for new members to join its ranks. All
needed training, uniforms and equipment is
provided. For information on becoming a
volunteer, please call 908-277-9479, or visit
their web site at: summitems.org.

Open House Party - May 12th
12 - 5 p.m. - Music and Refreshments

EXPERT GOLF SERVICES

• Club Repair
• Regripping • Fittings
• Shoe Spike Replacement
• One-To-One Lessons
We will sell your used,
brand name, golf clubs
on consignment.

www.celticgolfnj.com

973-822-1430
19 Central Avenue
Madison, NJ

(A block off Main Street, next to Nicky’s Firehouse)

OPEN
7
DAYS
(above, l-r) Summit EMS Equipment Lieutenant Anthony Campanelli,
PAL President Charlie Robertson, Nick Curiale, and Summit EMS Deputy Chief Matt Raymond.
Photo by John Staunton
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MELINDA GIFFEN FRATER SWORN IN AS CASA VOLUNTEERS
Submitted by Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan
Community members from Bridgewater,
Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Linden, North
Bergen, Scotch Plains, and Summit recently
completed child advocacy training in order to
serve as extra eyes and ears for family law judges
hearing cases involving Union County’s abused,
neglected or abandoned children removed from
home and placed in foster care. The volunteers,
ranging from 25- to 62-years-old, were officially
sworn in today as Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASAs) by Union County Superior
Court Judge James Hely.
Family, friends, CASA staff and board
members looked on as Judge Hely administered
oaths to the new advocates, who also received a
commemorative pin and certificate. Each were
matched to their foster youth or sibling set during
a celebratory luncheon following the ceremony.
Volunteers with varied backgrounds make
successful advocates and this class is no
exception. Each brings diverse experiences,
including a former foster youth, former teen
mom, single parent, immigrant, soon-to-be firsttime mom, and sibling of an adoptee.
Professionally, members of the training class
have backgrounds ranging from high school to
graduate degrees, and employment that includes
social services, corporate work, and selfemployment. Both parents and non-parents were
in the class, and most had no prior knowledge of
the foster system.
CASA volunteers have court-ordered access to
all parties in a foster child’s life, including foster
parents, doctors, caseworkers, therapists, and
teachers, and incorporate into court reports
findings from these contacts as well as from their
own time spent with the youth. Volunteers
advocate in the community and in court to ensure
a youth’s needs are met and their time in care is
as short as possible. It is CASA of Union
County’s goal that every area foster child have a
CASA volunteer; yet half of the 600 Union
County youth in care still await an advocate.
For details on training or other ways to help
the organization, contact Courtney at 908-2938136 or cgreen@casaofunioncounty.org.

(above, l-r) Outside the family courthouse in Elizabeth are, from left, newly sworn in CASA
volunteers James Anglin of Fanwood, Tiffany Parchment of Elizabeth, Laurie Rando of Scotch
Plains, September Patterson of North Bergen, Jaime Castro of Bridgewater, Melinda Giffen
Frater of Summit and Kennisha Qualls of Linden. Not pictured is Cranford’s Jim Van Horn.

Expires May 31, 2018
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STARTING AT $65

GUTTER CLEANING
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

%

15

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

SENIOR CITIZEN
OFF DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529

$250-$350
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529

CHIMNEY LINERS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS

SHINGLE ROOF

FLAT TOP ROOF

With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

OFF ANY JOB

$

300

of $2,000 or more

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$
SLATE ROOF

SPANISH STYLE ROOF

NEW STEPS

24/7
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

800-206-8529
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE

800

OFF

ANY NEW
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529

$350-$450
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

ANY ROOF REPAIR

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.
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RESIDENTS HUGO & MARILYN PFALTZ TO BE HONORED AT GALA

Hugo and Marilyn Pfaltz of Summit will
receive the Founder’s Award at Greater Newark
Conservancy’s “Making Our City Bloom Gala”
on May 10, 2018. Marilyn Pfaltz is retiring in
2018 after a 30-year volunteer commitment as a
member of the Conservancy’s Board of
Directors.
Pfaltz joined the Conservancy Board in 1998
and has served as Co-Chair of the Development
Committee since 1997, when it was still the
Capital Campaign Committee. A founding
partner of P & R Associates, she received her
B.A. from Bryn Mawr College, Pennsylvania,
and D.H.L from Bloomfield College, New Jersey.
She lives in Summit, New Jersey with her
husband, Hugo, also a Conservancy supporter,
whose great grandparents arrived in Newark
before the Civil War.
The Conservancy’s educational programs
enrich the lives of thousands of inner city
children from pre-school to high school.
Sustainably-raised produce grown on the
Conservancy’s urban farms in Newark increase
access to fresh, nutritious food for thousands of
low income residents of the City, including many
senior citizens.
Through the City Bloom Landscaping
Program, the Conservancy provides job and life
skills training for hundreds of recently
incarcerated Newark residents as they move
towards full-time employment and reclaimed
lives. Support for the gala will help the

(above) Summit residents
Marilyn and Hugo Pfaltz.

Julia DeMilio

908-370-3700

DOG WALKER & PET SITTER

juliademilio@gmail.com

Experience with dogs and cats
of all ages, breeds, and special needs,
as well as all types of
medication administration

ALL BREEDS, ALL NEEDS

Conservancy continue to expand programs and
services to make an even bigger contribution to
the communities it serves.
“For 31 years, Greater Newark Conservancy
has provided programs and services that
contribute to a cleaner and greener city, better
health and nutrition for Newark residents and
new opportunities for people returning to the
community from the criminal justice system,”
noted Robin Dougherty, the Conservancy’s
Executive Director. “Marilyn and her husband,
Hugo, were there from the start, and have helped
us pursue our mission with passion and
determination. Their love for the City of Newark,
its people and the environment have been greatly
appreciated and will be hard to replace.”
Linda Bowden, New Jersey Regional President
of PNC Bank, will be the event emcee. Other
honorees include Don “Skip” Browne, who will
receive the “Joan D. Murray Volunteerism

Award”; Jane Houston, “The Shipley Family
Award for Philanthropic Endeavors”; and Bill
and Sharon Brown, “The Nelson Mandela
Freedom Award.”
You can support the continued good work of
the Conservancy, which has earned a four-star
rating for sound fiscal management from Charity
Navigator, the nation’s premier charity evaluator,
by purchasing tickets for the Gala on Thursday,
May 10th, 6 to 9 p.m., at Nanina’s in The Park,
Belleville, New Jersey. To reserve tickets online,
visit bidpal.net/citybloomgala or call 973-6424646.
For more information about the benefit visit
citybloom.org. You can also visit the site to learn
about other programs and services and volunteer
opportunities and follow the Conservancy on
social media at
Facebook.com/GreaterNewarkConservancy,
plus Twitter and Instagram @Citybloom87.
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908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ

Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am - 3 pm

HARDSCAPE

DRAINAGE
Pipe • Catch Basins

Cement
Concrete
Block

FREE
Same Day D
elivery

LAWN & GARDEN
Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat Moss

Curbing

Belgium
Block

Diamond Blades

SERVICING LANDSCAPERS,
MASONS & HOME OWNERS

TOOLS
Limestone
Treads

Mason Tools • Shovels •Rakers

Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

Largest Display of Cambridge
Pavers in Union County

5-Yards or m
ore

We accommodate the
trade as well as the
do-it-yourselfers!
We are always
ready to assist.
SOIL

Prices
per yard

Black Topsoil .................................$35

MULCH
Black Dyed ....................................$30
Brown Dyed ..................................$30
Red Dyed .......................................$32
Hardwood ......................................$22
Play Ground ..................................$35

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS
Concrete Sand ...............................$50
3⁄4 Clean Stone ...............................$38
Stone Dust .....................................$34
QP ....................................................$34

DECORATIVE STONE
3⁄8

Red Stone...................................$68
Red Stone...................................$66
3⁄4 Pearl Pebble ..............................$86
2-4 Pearl Pebble ...........................$86
3⁄4 Arctic White ..............................$86
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .............$58
1 Riverbed......................................$60
2-4 Riverbed ..................................$60
3⁄4

See above display and others at www.cambridgepavers.com

Prices subject to change without notice.
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CREATIVE SUMMIT MEETING ON MAY 29, 2018
Submitted by Ellen K. de Havilland, MT-BC

Creative Summit will be meeting on May 29,
2018, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the United Methodist
Church in Summit, 17 Kent Place Boulevard,
Summit. John McEwen, Executive Director of
the NJ Theatre Alliance will be opening the
conversation, and Meg Fallin Dietrich will be
sharing a bit about supporting a creative
community. The conversation, “A starting point
for connecting culture with community” is an
opportunity for the public to get engaged in the
conversation.
We invite our friends and neighbors to come
network; discuss the unmet needs of arts
organizations, artists, and Summit citizens young
and old; and explore opportunities for
collaboration among us. During our preliminary
planning meetings, we have sketched out the
following goals for Creative Summit:

1. to create a forum for collaboration
in community,
2. to connect creative citizens and artists
with business community leaders,
3. to celebrate arts for their own sake,
4. to celebrate and integrate culture
and diversity,
5. to foster overall health, happiness,
and improved quality of life
within our community,
6. to celebrate Summit as an arts and cultural
destination, and engage and empower
citizens through creative pursuits.
Join us and be a part of this conversation!
The shape of the group and the focus of our
energies will emerge from its participants.
Please RSVP by emailing
summitarts2014@gmail.com.

ADVANCED
DENTAL CARE

• IMPLANTS
• COSMETIC DENTISTRY
• SMILE DESIGN
• SAME DAY
CERAMICS CROWNS
Most Insurance Accepted

Michael Saba, D.M.D

Peter Louie, D.M.D.

Fellow ICOI Implant

Diplomate IDIA Implant

AMERICA’S TOP DENTIST By Consumer Research Council of America 2018

Zero% Financing Available

CALL
TODAY!

The Laser Dental Group

1205 Coolidge Ave.
Union, NJ 07083

908-686-2080

301 Lenox Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-232-2136

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

Don’t Overpay For College!

Free College Financial
Planning Workshop

PARENTS, IS YOUR CHILD HEADING TO COLLEGE SOON?
DON’T MISS THIS FREE WORKSHOP!

Wednesday May, 23rd, 2018
7:00PM - 8:00PM

Pre-registration -6:45 PM
at Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church
286 Main Street, Chatham, NJ 07928
Due to the popularity of our free workshops,
seats fill up quickly.
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED.
Register online at:

www.redoakcollegeplanning.com

908-758-1322

or call 24 hours a day at
Like us on Facebook
Red Oak College Planning

Please join us for a FREE Educational College Financial Planning workshop that
will focus on high school freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors. We’ll discuss
the FAFSA form and all the other information you need to understand in order to
maximize the amount of financial aid you are eligible to receive!
Even if your family is not eligible for need-based aid, we will cover the best
strategies on how to pay for college in the most cost efficient basis - without it
putting a strain on the rest of your finances.
In this workshop, you will learn:
• How to increase your college-related tax deductions and tax credits
• How to pick colleges that will give you the best financial aid packages
• How to send your child to an expensive private university
for less than a state school
• Which assets are taken into consideration when the U.S. Department of
Education calculates your Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
• How to pay for college in a failing economy without relying on 529 plans,
expensive private student loans or raiding your retirement accounts
• How to get ahead by developing a customized plan to meet all the college
costs you will incur as a family
• How to lower your “out-of-pocket” costs and get the maximum amount of
money from each school
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Here is what
parents like you
are saying about our

FREE

College Funding
Workshop...
"Very informative.
The presenter told us many
things that I was totally in the
dark about".
Rosie Palumbo,
Parent of High School Junior

"Information was clear, easy to
understand and straight
forward. Excellent presentation
- no hidden agendas."
Lynn McKenna,
Parent of High School Senior
"Opened up opportunity to look
at colleges we thought were out
of our price range."
Barbara Eames, Parent
of High School Sophomore

"Covered a lot of ground - easy
to follow and moved quickly."
Sara Pogue,
Parent of High School Junior
"Demystified the college
funding process"
Joseph Mozzella,
Parent of High School Senior

©2016 Red Oak College Financial Planning
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SUMMIT FIREFIGHTERS WERE HONORED WITH AWARD OF VALOR

Firefighters from the Summit and Millburn Fire Departments were
chosen to receive the Group Effort Valor Award from the New Jersey State
Fireman Benevolent Association (FMBA) recognizing their rescue efforts
at a fire that occurred on December 31, 2017 at 125 Summit Avenue,
Summit, New Jersey
Chief Eric Evers of the Summit Fire Department stated, “Their

commitment to the Summit Fire Department and the citizens of Summit is
acknowledged and greatly appreciated. I am proud that they have all
presented themselves in the highest tradition of the fire service, saving the
life of another.”
The awards were presented at the Pines Manor in Edison, New Jersey,
on April 21, 2018.

(above, l-r) Summit Firefighter Brian Tavis, Summit Firefighter Dwight Nichols, Summit Firefighter Christopher Esposito (top row), Summit
Firefighter Gabriel Iannella, Summit Firefighter James Pignatello, Summit Battalion Chief Henry Clint Evers, Millburn Captain Bernard
Cunningham, and Millburn Firefighter Michael Pershyn. And not pictured, Millburn Firefighter Augustine Muresan.

LANDSCAPE & HARDSCAPE
Free Estimates - Fully Insured
omvgardengroupll.com
omvgardengroupllc@gmail.com
CALL ORLANDO

908.966.7055

Fireplaces

Outdoor Kitchens Retaining Walls

Patios
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THE CELEBRATION SINGERS SPRING 2018 CONCERT
Submitted by Christopher Silvestri
The Celebration Singers would like to invite
you to our spring concert titled “Music from the
Heart, from the Soul” at Union County College,
Roy Smith Theater, 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey at 8 p.m. on June 1 and
June 2, 2018. Tickets are $20 for adults and $15
for children and seniors. Tickets can be purchased
in advance through our website, celebrationsingers.org, or at the box office at the night of the

DEFABIO

concert. Any questions concerning the
performances can be directed to our email at
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com or to
our landline at 908-552-4656.
The Celebration Singers are multi-generational
ambassadors of song drawing music from a
breadth of genres and cultures. The Choir's
commitment to artistic excellence and its
engaging and dynamic style provide its diverse
singers and audiences with a compelling musical

SPINE AND
LEG PAIN? DIFFICULTY
SPORTS REHAB WALKING? BACK PAIN?

• Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Nutrition
WE CARE
WE LISTEN
WE GET RESULTS

908.771.0220
DeFabioChiropractic.com
308 Springfield Ave., Berkeley Heights, NJ

Now Available: Lumbar Spinal Stenosis
Bootcamp© Program

Why DeFabio?
• Relief from Back and Leg Pain
• Increased Strength, Flexibility and Mobility
• Return to Activities and Improved Quality of Life.

La Marqué
Fur Salon
Safeguard your precious
Furs, Leathers
and Shearlings.
See us for expert
Restyling, Repairs
COME SEE OUR
and Cleaning.
EXCITING
NEW LINE OF
We invite you
ACCESSORIES
to come meet us.

908-322-1414

1721 East Second St. • Scotch Plains, NJ
(Ample Parking in Rear of Salon)

experience. The Choir lends support through
music and participates in the cultural life of the
community.
Please also visit our Facebook page:
facebook.com/Celebrationsingers.
Funding for the Celebration Singers is made
possible in part by the New Jersey State Council
for the Arts, Department of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

MAKE YOUR BUSINESS MEMORABLE!
Web Design | Social Media | SEO
Free Consultation
Local Cranford Support

ken@memorabiz.com

908-512-7557
FUR STORAGE
TIME

Is Your Fur Coat
Sitting in the Closet?
Bring in your fur coat for a free evaluation.
Then let us make suggestions to
shorten, renew, update, or restyle it.
Our services include: • Restyling
• Resizing
• Cold Storage
• Repairs
• Cleaning

SALE
ON ALL-STORE FUR COATS,
JACKETS AND ALL
REVERSIBLE RAINWEAR
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26TH ANNUAL LETTER CARRIERS’
STAMP OUT HUNGER FOOD DRIVE IS MAY 12

Sale & Service of Oriental Rugs & Carpets

20% OFF Rug
Cleaning Sale!
Hurry! Offer Expires 5/31/18. Incoming orders only.

• Expert Hand Washing Process
• Repair & Restoration Services
• Fully Insured Service
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Ask us about
the proper way
to store a rug!

908-757-7847 (RUGS)
www.HamrahRug.com
210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

Handmade
• Jewelry • Cork Handbags
• Jams
• Soy Candles
• Goat Milk Lotions & Soaps
Gifts for
Ladies, Kids, Men & Home
40 Local
Artists
and 25 U.S.
Sell Here!

(908) 473-0982

20% OFF
ONE
ITEM
(not including sale items)
Expires August 31, 2018

1259 Springfield Avenue, New Providence, NJ

The Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger® Food
Drive is happening on Saturday, May 12, 2018.
On this day, you can set out your non-perishable
food before your letter carrier’s regular pick up
time. The top requested non-perishable food
items are: cereal, pasta, pasta sauce, rice, canned
fruits and vegetables, canned meals (such as
soups, chili, and/or pasta), 100 percent juice,
peanut butter, macaroni & cheese, canned protein
(tuna, chicken, and/or turkey), beans (canned or
dry). You can also donate healthy, low-sodium,
low-sugar items such as beans, oatmeal, and
other whole grains, and canola or olive oil.
Please do not donate frozen food, homemade
food, or home-canned items. Please do not donate
items that have expired or are in glass containers.
In keeping with good food-handling and foodsafety procedures, food that is opened, damaged,
out of code or does not have the official
ingredients will be discarded by the food bank in
the sorting process.
The Food Drive is primarily a people food
drive, but if you also want to give pet food in
addition to your regular donation, food banks
may be able to distribute or direct it to pet shelters
and organizations in the area that have a need.
Please do not donate any form of individual
baby food products, including formula, jarred
vegetables and fruits, meals, snacks, infant cereal.
Baby food may be donated by the case or pallet,
but single item donations present potential
contamination risks and special handling
requirements.
The Food Drive is primarily a food drive, but
if you also want to give personal care items (such
as diapers, laundry detergent, soap, toilet paper,

and household cleaning items) in addition to your
regular donation, food banks may be able to
distribute or put them to good use with
organizations that also provide help to those in
need. Please note that not all food banks will be
able to accept these items.
If you would like to volunteer with food
distribution and sorting, or in any other capacity,
call your local post office and ask to speak to the
local food drive person there. Many food banks
have a great need for volunteers on Food Drive
Day, as well as all throughout the year.
All donations to the Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out
Hunger Food Drive are tax-deductible because
all the food collected on Food Drive Day is given
directly to non-profit charity food agencies in the
community the food was collected. Though the
National Association of Letter Carriers plans the
Food Drive’s logistics and letter carriers provide
the transportation for each donor’s generous
donation, the National Association of Letter
Carriers is not the agency that gets listed on tax
forms for claiming deductions. There are more
than 10,000 food agencies throughout the country
that receive these donations, so if you itemize
your taxes and want to provide proper credit for
your Food Drive donations, you will need to
determine the name of the agency (food pantry
or other charity) that received your food, as well
as the agency’s address and tax I.D. number for
proper reporting on your tax-filing forms. The
Food Drive Coordinator at your local post office
should be able to give you the name of the
receiving agency, and that agency will likely have
tax information handy.
For more information, visit: nalc.org.

SUMMIT DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS ANNOUNCES
FREE CHEERLEADING CLINIC

The Summit Department of Community
Programs announces a free Cheerleading Clinic
which encourages positive attitudes, teamwork,
commitment, and discipline. It will help develop
self-confidence, leadership, and interpersonal
skills.
Cheer Clinic will be held on Tuesdays, May 8,
15, 22, and 29, 2018 at Wilson Primary Center's
Multi-Purpose Room @ 14 Beekman Terrace,
Summit, New Jersey from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The
Clinic is open to all children going into grades 5
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through 8 in Fall 2018.
In this free and interactive program,
participants will be given the opportunity to learn
basic cheers and see what Summit's Cheer
program is about. This serves as the perfect
opportunity to learn about our Cheer program if
you are new to the sport; or brush up on your
skills if you have cheered before.
For more information and registration contact
the Summit Department of Community Programs
at 908-277-2932.

VOLUNTEER TO HELP KEEP
SUMMIT’S TREE POPULATION STRONG
Submitted by Meredith Hendra

The Shade Tree Advisory Committee is
looking to assemble a small group of volunteers
to help with the removal of tree suckers (small
branches that grow at the base and on the trunk
of trees) from the city’s tree population.

Volunteers will receive training and can work on
their own schedule. No climbing on ladders or
use of power tools necessary. Please contact John
Kilby, Summit Shade Tree Committee Chair, at
JohnWKilby@gmail.com

C R E AT I V E HA N D S
A rt S tudio & A telier

We are a small Art Studio with
Fine Art Training for ages 3-Adult.

WEEKLY ART
SUMMER
CAMP

• Weekly Classes In Drawing, Painting,
Cartooning, Ceramics & Pottery Wheel
• Small Class sizes
Art Birthday
• Private Lessons Available
Parties for
• Mommy & Me Classes
All Ages

908-604-0773

14 Kings Rd, Madison, NJ 07940
www.creativehandssignup.com

This Summer’s #1 Unique Party Experience
We offer Custom Catering Menus
Call Stephen 908-347-7493
Urbantruckllc@gmail.com

URBAN BURGER TRUCK
Voted "NJ's Most Over The Top Burger" by Esquire Magazine.

$10 OFF

ANY CATERING JOB
OF $75 OR MORE

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 6/5/18.

908-688-8884
558 Rahway Ave., Union NJ
(down the street from Comcast)

FREE Pro Sound System Included!

LET US CATER YOUR PARTY
AT YOUR HOME/OFFICE
Summer BBQ Menu
20-40 People: $12.95 • Over 40 People: $11.95

•
•
•
•
•

Jumbo All-Beef Hot Dogs
6oz. Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers or Turkey Burgers
Italian Sausage with Peppers & Onions
Corn on the Cob or Homemade Baked Beans or Grilled Veggies
Choice of 2 Salads: (Potato Salad, Coleslaw, Tomato, Cucumber
& Mozzarella Salad, Pasta Salad, Tossed Salad, String Bean Salad
& Macaroni Salad)
These items can be substituted for $2.00 more per person:
• BBQ Pork Spareribs
• Shish Kabobs: (Chicken, Beef or Shrimp)
• Baked Clams
Add Fresh-Cut Watermelon for $1.00 per person
Add Soda & Ice Setup for $1.00 per person
Grill Cook Available for $35.00 per person
We Bring the Grill to You ($100 Setup Fee)
We supply Plates, Napkins, Forks, Knives,
Serving Spoons, Tongs & Condiments

www.cozycornerdeli.net (for catering menu)

Mon. - Fri. 6am - 6pm, Sat. 6:30am - 2pm

Order today for Mother’s Day
- - Cakes for Graduation Parties - -

908-464.1511

1790 Springfield Avenue
New Providence, NJ 07974

Private Parties • Picnics • Birthdays • Graduations • Weddings• Corporate Events

COUPON

High Quality Ice Cream
- Made on Site CUSTOM MADE CAKES

3-6 Foot Subs & Party Platters Available

7 days - 11:30 am to 10:00 pm

au

zitasicecream.com

Boutique Bed & Breakfast
Guest rooms with home town feel
catering to visiting friends and family
Executive Benefits and meeting rooms
for all business needs.
We offer express check-in/check-out

Complimentary Continental Breakfast,
Off-Street Parking, and Wifi
"TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence"
For Reservations Please call:

(908) 277-0005
www.TheDeBaryInn.com
265 Springfield Avenue
Summit, NJ 07901
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M&M Car Service & Taxi

of Berkeley Heights

908-464-6222

VANS & TOWN CARS
Local Taxi Rates Available
• New York City
All Cruise
• All Airports
Ship Piers
• Local Trains
• Catering Senior citizens
with local rides also include Dr. office.

10% OFF
ANY RIDE

Maureen & Mike Esposito, Owners,
Berkeley Heights

With this coupon. Can not be combined with other offers.

WOOD FLOORS

W/W CARPET & RUGS
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs

RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind

908-342-5048
A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
Contractor License # 13VH01784700

Landscaping • Excavating
Tree Service • Brick Patios & Walkways

908-755-6839

Family owned and operated since 1986.

www.bowmanlandscaping.com

EXPERIENCED HELP WANTED

Fully Insured

Free Estimates

Lic. #
13VH06601300

908-389-0200
SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

UGLY HOMES WANTED
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM
IN THIS AREA

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.
Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced
out of work, with compensation back to the
homeowner for signed release.

CALL 1-800-281-1582
Ask for TV Project Department,
for job evaluation and estimate
of cost and compensations!

Serious lnquiries Please!

MARIJUANA DISCUSSION AT DE CORSO CENTER
Submitted by Marlene Sincaglia

"Marijuana: Decriminalize? Legalize?" Get
informed as this issue makes its way through our
State Legislature. The League of Women Voters
of Berkeley Heights, New Providence and
Summit is sponsoring a discussion on Marijuana
for Monday, May 21, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. at the De
Corso Center, 15 East 4th Street in New
Providence, New Jersey.
The presenters are Dianna Houenou, Policy
Counsel for the NJ ACLU; Sergeant Gary A.
Webb Jr, with the Narcotics Strike Force; and
Melissa Tasse PHD, a neuropharmacist with NJ
RAMP (Responsible Approaches to Marijuana
Policy). A question and Answer session will
follow.
Ms. Houenou conducts legal and policy
analysis related to the ACLU-NJ's advocacy
campaign and co-ordinates ACLU-NJ coalitions
particularly the NJ United for Marijuana Reform.
The American Civil Liberties Union was
founded in 1920 and is our nation's guardian of
liberty. The ACLU works in the courts,
legislatures and communities to defend and
preserve the individual rights and liberties
guaranteed to all people in this country by the

Constitution and laws of the United States.
Sergeant Gary A. Webb is employed by the
Union County Prosecutor's Office. He is
presently assigned as the Squad Leader for the
Narcotics Strike Force. His duties include
investigating which leads to the arrest and
prosecution of persons involved in the illegal
possession and distribution of controlled
substances.
Melissa
Tasse
has
a
PhD
in
neuropharmacology. She is the Founder and CEO
of The Honey Bee Foundation which is dedicated
to providing education and resources to help
prevent substance abuse disorders. She is a
member of NJ Ramp. The group believes that
science and evidence should guide our
approaches to marijuana laws not ideology or
profit.
The League of Women Voters is, a nonpartisan
political organization which encourages informed
and active participation in government, works to
increase understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy through
education and advocacy.
The program is free to the public.
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS RECEIVE GRANT FROM
THE SUMMIT AREA PUBLIC FOUNDATION
Boys & Girls Clubs of Union County is
pleased to announce a $10,000 grant award from
the Summit Area Public Foundation to support
Positive Action Program. Positive Action will
impact 75 members at all grade levels in three of
our Clubs: Union, Elizabeth, and Plainfield.
Support from the Summit Area Public
Foundation allows Boys & Girls Clubs of Union
County to expand Positive Action to additional
members, impacting more lives.
The basis of Positive Action Program is that by
doing positive actions you achieve success. It
promotes an intrinsic interest in learning and
becoming a better person. Through Positive
Action, members are empowered to find their
own unique greatness and have been intrinsically
motivated since we all want to feel good about
ourselves.
“We are so grateful for the Summit Area Public
Foundation (SAPF) for their partnership and
support of this important program,” said Russell
Triolo, Chief Executive Officer. “Their funding
allows us to make a difference by bringing
Positive Action to more members.”
“SAPF is proud to partner with the Boys &
Girls Club to reach more students with the
Positive Action program,” said Celia Colbert,
SAPF Trustee. “Creative initiatives like Positive
Action ensure SAPF achieves its goal to make a
difference in our local communities.”
Positive Action is an education program that
has been implemented in thousands of schools,
as well as by community organizations and in

many other settings. Positive Action engages
youth ages 4 to 18 in character development,
social and emotional learning, and academic
improvement. Positive Action builds on the
philosophy of positive actions for the physical,
intellectual, social, and emotional areas (the
whole self). Cycles of positive (or negative)
actions become habits, habits become character,
and character becomes destiny. Positive Action is
organized into six (6) units by grade level. This
program reinforces and aligns with Boys & Girls
Clubs of America pillars of youth development,
further developing youth into responsible citizens
who are prepared for a successful future.
About The Boys & Girls Clubs of Union
County
Boys & Girls Clubs of Union County seek to
inspire and enable young people, who need them
most, to realize their full potential and have
provided opportunity for youth since 1955. They
are part of a national network of some 4,000
neighborhood-based facilities, Boys & Girls
Clubs of America, which serves more than 4.6
million young people annually, in all 50 states
and on U.S. military bases worldwide. Clubs
provide guidance-oriented character development
programs on a daily basis for children 6- to 18years-old, conducted by a full-time professional
staff. Key Boys & Girls Club programs
emphasize leadership development, education
and career exploration, financial literacy, health
and life skills, the arts, sports, fitness and
recreation, and family outreach.

• Lawn Service • Disease Control, Insect Control
• Tree and Shrub Service • Fertilization Weed Control
• Flea and Tick Control • Organic Options

CALL NOW

973-221-3331

Fall Guys LLC

www.fall-guys.com

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

908-251-9441

Mrhandyman.com
License number: 13VH09897400

Licence number.
DEP #99589A

SERVING: Essex, Morris, Somerset, Sussex, Union, and Warren Counties

15% OFF

FIRST TIME
SERVICE

On labor only. Minimum 2 Hour Service Call. Good thru 7/1/18.

Why Repave?
Sealcoat & Save!

TREE CARE - HARDSCAPE
Formerly Affordable Tree Care

908-414-4509

BACK TO BLACK SEALCOATING

MAKE YOUR ASPHALT GREAT AGAIN!

732-968-3646

We Will Beat Any Written Quote
From A Reputable, Insured Tree Service.

10% OFF

Call Today For
A FREE Estimate

yaqr

ANY SERVICE

$300 maximum discount. Coupon must be presented at time of estimate.
Cannot be applied to previous estimates or scheduled work.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 5/31/18

FULLY INSURED • 24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

backtoblacksealcoating.com
backtoblacksealcoating@yahoo.com

WE WILL EDGE, CLEAN, PRIME OIL SPOTS & SEALCOAT YOUR DRIVEWAY!
• Parking Lot Line Striping
• Driveways & Parking Lots
• Specializing in Large Parking Lots
• Hot Rubberized Crack Filling
Call for a
FREE Estimate
& Receive a
FREE Gift!

5% DISCOUNT
FOR SENIORS
& VETERANS!

50 OFF

$

• Hot Asphalt Repairs • Tennis Courts
• Asphalt or Coal Tar (Emulsion Sealer)
• Pothole Patching • SNOW REMOVAL
• Power Washing • Asphalt Patch Work
We will beat any legitimate
Sealcoat company’s written estimate.
Lic# 13VH06534400

FULLY INSURED!

DRIVEWAY REPAIR
or SEALCOATING

Minimum purchase $500. Limit one. No other discounts apply. Exp. 5/31/18.

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT
Late Model Foreign & American New & Used
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission
• Auto Glass • Computers
• Tail Lights • Doors
• Fenders • AC Compressors

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up
24 HR Service
732-381-2646

Night Towing 732-496-1633
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 6/10/18.
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CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN AWARDS GRANTS TO BRIDGES OUTREACH
Submitted by Beth Tulloch
The Lena Willis Mission Fund of Central
Presbyterian Church of Summit, New Jersey,
awarded Bridges Outreach a $20,000 grant to
provide case management services to individuals
in Newark who are experiencing homelessness.
The grant will provide seven individuals with
access to job readiness, internships, employment
and rental assistance and ultimately,
independence.
Each of these seven people will be prepared
for internships that may lead to employment, and
matched with a place to live, with Bridges acting
as liaison between the landlord and tenant.
“We are very grateful for the continued support
of Central Presbyterian Church and Lena Willis
Mission Fund, which has helped Bridges
significantly grow its programs to the homeless
and achieve greater impact in the last several
years,” said Lois Bhatt, Executive Director of
Bridges Outreach.
Established in 1988, Bridges delivers food,
clothing, toiletries, and other necessities each
week to those who are homeless or in need in
New York City, Newark, and Irvington. In the last
fiscal year Bridges made 232 “Runs,” outreach
visits to the street. Bridges offers volunteer
opportunities to adults and high school students
to make a direct impact on our homeless friends
that are often life-changing, especially for our
high school volunteers. In Summit, Bridges

Don’t let your family
memories fade away

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
TO DIGITAL
FILES & DVD
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Video Tape Transfers
DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
Audio Cassette to CD
Reel to Reel Audio to CD
LP to CD
High Speed Slide Scanning
Foreign Conversions

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com

908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

opens its doors to neighbors in need every Friday.
In 2014 Bridges established Project Connect
in Newark, where professional case managers
work one-on-one with homeless clients to create
an attainable set of goals to lead to better health,
and ultimately housing, a job, and independence.
Bridges offers on-site medical and mental health
care through a partnership with St. James Health,
and off-site substance abuse treatment through St.

Michael’s Medical Center. Project Connect case
managers provide wrap around services. In
addition, case managers engage in street outreach
to remote areas frequented by the City of
Newark’s most vulnerable populations, including
soup kitchens, the Newark Public Library, Penn
Station, parks, and hospitals.
For further information visit
bridgesoutreach.org.
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WE WEREN’T BAD KIDS, WE WERE SAD KIDS:
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT IMAGINE SHARES HER STORY
By Mary Robinson, MA, CT
When I was 14 my father died of cancer,
reticulum cell sarcoma, still one of the most
deadly and difficult cancer to treat. It was 1974
and I was a freshman at Madison High School,
my brother Jim was a sophomore. I remember it
like it was yesterday and still dream of my dad,
and still miss him. The death of a parent changes
a child’s life forever, as it did mine.
When my father was first diagnosed I was in
eighth grade and that’s when I first started
skipping school. Though not a very helpful way
to cope with my distress, it was also not unusual,
as grief starts the moment of diagnosis; someone
doesn’t have to die for us to grieve. And that was
certainly true of me and my family.
After our dad died my brother and I acted out
in ways typical of grieving children, we were text
book examples of grieving children in fact, but at
that time it wasn’t understood that children grieve
too, not just adults. The adults in our lives saw
our changed behavior but didn’t know what to do
or say, or even to equate it with our dad’s death
and changed home life.
My mom was extraordinarily resilient all
through my dad’s illness and after he died. She
went from being a stay-at-home mom to being a
realtor, seemingly working 24/7 to pay the bills
and keep us in our home. She is definitely my
hero for how she worked so hard on our behalf,
sending me to college and making the life I live
today possible. But not all kids are so lucky.
Often after a death there is great financial stress
along with many secondary losses like having to
move to a new neighborhood or even a new town,
so a child loses friends, a sense of safety and
familiarity and connections to the very people
that could have been supportive.
I’ve now been working and volunteering in the
field of children’s grief support since 1997,
working to ensure other children and teens don’t
lose years of their lives to unresolved grief like
my brother and I did. The death of a parent is a
trauma for a child but it doesn’t have to leave
them traumatized, if they get support. As the
founder of two children’s grief support centers
and currently as Executive Director of Imagine,
A Center for Coping with Loss in Mountainside,
my commitment is to ensure grieving children
develop healthy coping skills, grow in their
resiliency, emotional health and well-being, and
to create communities where children coping
with loss get the love and support they need to
thrive and live up to their unique potential.
Dr. Gerald Glasser of Westfield was the
catalyst for the start of Imagine. He wanted to
insure that no child should ever have to grieve
alone. He invited me to come to Westfield and
open a grief support center providing an initial
grant for startup funding through The Glasser
Foundation, a philanthropic organization set up
in memory of Dr. Glasser’s son, Thomas Glasser,
who was a victim of the 9/11 attack and who left
behind two young children. The Glasser
Foundation continues to provide extraordinarily
generous annual support to Imagine.
Meeting Dr. Glasser was such a gift in my life.

His generosity and vision provided me with my
life’s purpose. When my father died there was no
awareness back then that children and teens
needed support after a loss like the death of a
parent or brother or sister. Children truly were
‘the forgotten mourners’ as Elisabeth KüblerRoss, author of On Death and Dying said over 40
years ago. But fortunately things have gotten
better since then with over 500 children’s grief
support centers like Imagine existing around the
country, and with schools bringing us in to
provide educational workshops so that they are
better equipped to support and understand youth
coping with all types of loss. Now when a parent
dies, families tell us that they heard about
Imagine from multiple sources including their
child’s school, their funeral home or house of
worship, and from multiple friends who scour the
internet looking for support.
Childhood bereavement is one of society’s
more pervasive issues. One out of seven children
under the age of 18 will lose a parent or sibling
by age 20. And kids in grief are at-risk for
unhealthy or destructive ways of coping which is
why Imagine and other centers like it exist.
Children and teens don’t necessarily have the
coping skills, life experience, or maturity to
process their loss, and they re-grieve their losses
during the various stages of their development.
Imagine exists as an effective intervention and
prevention program and a place for healthy
mourning. The key to how well a child or teen or
adult will do after a loss is to actively mourn the
loss and not keep everything bottled up inside.
The mission of Imagine is to support children
and families coping with loss and foster
resiliency and emotional well-being for all those
who grieve. But our higher purpose is to
normalize grief and death and dying in society so
that those who are grieving aren’t left isolated or
made to feel like there is something wrong with
them. Our goal is to create “Good Mourning”
communities that are grief- and trauma-informed.
We do this by partnering with schools, agencies
and workplaces to provide support and education
on the topic of grief and loss and to hopefully
change the lens through which society views
grieving youth.
We work with the whole school community
including school staff, parents, other agencies,
healthcare providers, and first responders to
create an environment that wraps around the
youth served. The goal is that wherever a child
turns in their life, at school, home, after-school
programs, etc., there are adults who understand
the impact of loss and trauma on youth, how to
recognize it and how to support, listen to, and
help build resilience in grieving youth.
Adults and peer support programs like Imagine
can help children learn healthy ways to cope and
grow more resilient. Loss is part of life and if we
support children at the time of their loss they will
be better able to cope with future life losses.
Over 40 years later, I am able to say, as I
learned from my St. Vincent’s School
kindergarten friend Chris Harrington whose mom
died when he was 11, that “I wouldn’t have

(above, l-r) Mary Robinson and her dad,
Gerry Robinson.

missed my dad for the world.” I had the best dad
for 14 years. Good can come from grief, loss, and
pain, if we get and give support. As adults it is
our job to help children navigate life’s painful
losses and create loving, supportive communities
in which children can mourn their losses in
healthy ways. That is the work of Imagine and all
the centers like it around the country.
Imagine is a free year-round peer grief support
center located in Mountainside, New Jersey
serving children age 3 to 18 who have had a
parent or sibling die, with concurrent support
groups for their parents or guardians. Support for
children and teens living with a parent or sibling
with a life-altering physical illness is also
available. Free year-round support groups are
also available for young adults who have had a
friend, sibling, parent or other important person
in their life die, or who have a parent, sibling or
friend living with an illness. Imagine is
completely privately funded and completely free
to participants for as long as they need. We rely
on donations from individuals, companies, local
businesses, and foundations to support the close
to 300 children and adults currently attending our
support groups every two weeks at Imagine. And
we rely on volunteers to facilitate those groups.
For more information about support, donating, or
volunteering, please call 908-264-3100, email me
at mary@imaginenj.org or visit imaginenj.org.

Enjoy Aging . . .
Luxury Senior Living, Family Style
“The Residences at Warren”

- Private suite with full bath
- Cooking and housekeeping
included
- Hobby and craft space
- Onsite library
- Wi-Fi throughout
- On-Floor laundry
- Onsite parking
- Handicap accessible

PLEASE CALL (908) 526-8130
OR VISIT CHCHOUSING.ORG
FOR MORE INFO.
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,
Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com

BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

MONDAY - THURSDAY
Lunch 11am - 3:30pm Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ...........................$7.99 Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10.....................$5.99 Kids 7-10......................$7.49
Kids 3-6.......................$3.99 Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under..................FREE! 2 & Under...................FREE!
FRIDAY - SATURDAY
Lunch 11am - 3:30pm Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99 Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99 Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6........................$3.99 Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE! 2 & Under...................FREE!
SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER
11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi.
Most selection and top quality among all competitors.
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi.
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and
confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood,
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

$ 25 OFF $ 50 OFF $

1

ADULT BUFFET

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/10/18.

2

2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/10/18.

10

OFF $ 00 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/10/18.

5

4 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/10/18.

