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Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From ants to bed bugs and squirrels to mice-

and everything in between, we can help.

ARNOLD’S
PEST CONTROL

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062
ArnoldsPestControl.com

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

C A L L  U S !

THE MEMORIAL DAY PARADE COMMITTEE URGES CRANFORD 
TO “FOLLOW THE PARADE TO THE CEREMONY”

Submitted by: Don Sweeney member of the Memorial Day Parade committee.

The Memorial Day Parade Committee encourages parade crowds to
follow the Parade to the Ceremony.
The Township of Cranford’s respect to the fallen heroes of American

war heroes is displayed each year through the annual Memorial Day parade
and the emotional ceremony that directly follows it at Memorial Park on
the corner of Springfield and Central Avenues. For those who have made
the ceremony at Memorial Park part of their Memorial Day morning, year
after year, the reason to be there is evident. For those who have never
attended, allow us to share why we feel it is time that you may consider
giving an hour to the memories of these fine men and woman that have
given the ultimate sacrifice so that we, as American citizens, can live the
privileged life that we enjoy every day.
Where there are so many reasons why we love living in Cranford, the

one that stands out to me is that it is a small American town that has such
deep roots into American history. There is no time throughout the year that
allows us to display those attributes more than on Memorial Day. The
ceremony starts with a song from the Cranford High School band and
another by the Madrigals ensemble. Next a middle school student that has
been selected through a contest, recites from memory Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address followed by the reading of the 86 names of Cranford’s own war
heroes that have given their lives so that we can enjoy ours. This was done,
in some years, by Cranford American Veterans who have known the faces
of some these young men earlier in their lives. A series of wreaths are now
laid at the war memorials in the park and a solemn 21 gun salute is
presented as a wreath is floated in the Rahway River for those heroes lost

at sea.
This portion of the ceremony ends with an

emotional playing of taps. At this point the Grand
Marshal of the parade, usually a Cranford
resident selected for their service to our country,
speaks about what Memorial Day means to them.
These speakers have been remembered by me for
years to follow. A short prayer from a Cranford
clergy and a performance of God Bless America
puts a wrap to an amazing morning in Cranford
NJ. It all takes less than an hour, an hour that our
family has never missed since we moved to
Cranford 25 years ago.
If you have lived in Cranford and never

witnessed this, what makes Cranford different
from most every community, then you should
consider picking up your chair from along the
parade route and follow the parade. You’ll
experience the trail through our town’s beautiful
streets to the patriotically decorated Memorial
Park. There you will be part of the Americana
that makes Cranford a special place to live. Put
your chair down on the beautiful lawn and enjoy
Cranford. You’ll be glad you did. I’ll see you
there.

CRANFORD ANNOUNCES
MEMORIAL DAY

PARADE MAY 28, 2018
In the spirit of the National Memorial Day

Program, the Cranford Memorial Day Committee
will hold its annual Memorial Day Parade on
Monday, May 28, 2018.
The parade will assemble at 8:30 a.m. at the

Cranford Community Center, 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Marching will
start at 9 a.m. The parade will finish with services
at approximately 10 a.m. at Memorial Park on
Springfield Avenue. In case of inclement weather,
services only will be held at the Community
Center.



Cranford Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,500
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Advertise in this 
newspaper

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

9,800 papers
are printed 

monthly 
and mailed 

to every
household 

and business 
in Cranford. 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Non-Emergency Police ..........908-272-2222
Non-Emergency Fire..............908-709-7360
Non-Emergency First Aid......908-272-2222
Administrator .........................908-709-7205
Attorney .................................908-709-7200
Building and Construction.....908-709-7213
Clerk.......................................908-709-7210
Court Administrator ...............908-709-7242
Downtown Business &

Economic Development ....908-709-7208
Library ...................................908-709-7272
Engineer .................................908-709-7219
Health Inspector.....................908-709-7225
Judge ......................................908-709-7242
Prosecutor ..............................908-709-7242
Public Defender .....................908-709-7242
Public Works..........................908-709-7217
Recreation & Parks ................908-709-7283
Recycling ...............................908-709-7217
Registrar.................................908-709-7238
Swim Pool..............................908-709-7260
Tax Assessor...........................908-709-7211
TV 35 .....................................908-709-3995

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Did you or someone you know accomplish

something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your latest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Cranford Monthly your news!

Call: 908-858-4012
Fax: 908-709-9209

Email: editor@rennamedia.com

JUDGE SWEARS IN CASA VOLUNTEERS
Submitted by Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan

Community members from Cranford,
Elizabeth, Fanwood, Linden, North Bergen,
Scotch Plains, Bridgewater and Summit recently
completed child advocacy training in order to
serve as extra eyes and ears for family law
judges hearing cases involving Union County’s
abused, neglected or abandoned children  placed
in foster care. The volunteers, ranging from 25
to 62-years-old, were officially sworn in
recently as Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASAs) by Union County Superior Court
Judge James Hely.
Family, friends, CASA staff and board

members looked on as Judge Hely administered
oaths to the new advocates, who also received a
commemorative pin and certificate. Each were
matched to their foster youth or sibling set
during a celebratory luncheon following the
ceremony.
Volunteers with varied backgrounds make

successful advocates and this class is no
exception. Each brings diverse experiences,
including a former foster youth, former teen
mom, single parent, immigrant, soon-to-be first-
time mom, and sibling of an adoptee.

Professionally, members of the training class
have backgrounds ranging from high school to
graduate degrees, and employment that includes
social services, corporate work, and self-
employment. Both parents and non-parents were
in the class, and most had no prior knowledge of
the foster system.
CASA volunteers have court-ordered access

to all parties in a foster child’s life, including
foster parents, doctors, caseworkers, therapists,
and teachers, and incorporate into court reports
findings from these contacts as well as from
their own time spent with the youth. Volunteers
advocate in the community and in court to
ensure a youth’s needs are met and their time in
care is as short as possible. It is CASA of Union
County’s goal that every area foster child have a
CASA volunteer; yet half of the 600 Union
County youth in care still await an advocate.
More volunteers are needed to become a foster
youth’s voice.
For details on training or other ways to help

the organization reach more foster youth,
contact Courtney at 908-293-8136 or
cgreen@casaofunioncounty.org.

(above, l-r) Outside the family courthouse in Elizabeth are, from left, newly sworn in CASA
volunteers James Anglin of Fanwood, Tiffany Parchment of Elizabeth, Laurie Rando of Scotch
Plains, September Patterson of North Bergen, Jaime Castro of Bridgewater, Melinda Giffen
Frater of Summit and Kennisha Qualls of Linden. Not pictured is Cranford’s Jim Van Horn.
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MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION
Family

Owned &
Operated For

15 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

Special!
COMPLETE SET OF STEPS

Includes New Bricks, Limestone & Concrete Platform
Up to 5 Steps, 6 feet wide

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK &

BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF

REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles

• Protect the masonry from
the corrosive by products
of combustion

• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
efficiency of appliance

Fire
Safety

Improved
Performance

Long Term
Preservation

Easy & Effective
Cleaning

Special!CHIMNEY LINER
$1300Why Should I Use A

Chimney Lining System?

Carbon Monoxide 
is invisible,
odorless, 

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS

FOUNDATIONS

CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS

908-361-6372
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed

• 24/7 Emergency Service

• 20% Senior Discount

• Major Credit Cards

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$1000 OFF
or FREE GUTTERS

ANY COMPLETE ROOF
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 6/6/18.

$79.99
GUTTERS CLEANING
(Any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 6/6/18.

$150 OFF
ANY ROOF REPAIR
of $500 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6/6/18.

$200 OFF
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR
of $800 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6/6/18.

With coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Expires 6/6/2018

$2,600
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S A L E
ON ALL-STORE FUR COATS, 

JACKETS AND ALL
REVERSIBLE RAINWEAR

We invite you
to come meet us.

908-322-1414
1721 East Second St. • Scotch Plains, NJ

(Ample Parking in Rear of Salon)

FUR STORAGE 
TIME

COME SEE OUR 
EXCITING 

NEW LINE OF
ACCESSORIES

La Marqué
Fur Salon
Safeguard your precious

Furs, Leathers 
and Shearlings. 

See us for expert 
Restyling, Repairs 

and Cleaning.

Is Your Fur Coat 
Sitting in the Closet?
Bring in your fur coat for a free evaluation. 

Then let us make suggestions to 
shorten, renew, update, or restyle it.

Our services include:
• Cold Storage
• Cleaning

• Restyling
• Resizing
• Repairs

A CELEBRATION OF POETRY AT CRANFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Submitted by Jean Kreiling

A poetry recitation event named “Poetry by
Heart” was recently held in the Cranford Public
Library's Raddin Room. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Library and
helped by the children's librarian, Lauren
Antolino, the goal of the program was for
children to memorize and recite a poem. One of
the Friends told the children, “A wonderful thing
happens to you when you memorize a poem. It
stays with you for life.” To demonstrate this, she
recited “The Owl and the Pussy Cat,” a poem she
had learned as a child. Two adults then recited
poems which they had learned years ago. 
The program was introduced by ninth grader

Anna Lancelotti who spoke about poetry and read
a poem of her own composition named “The
Spider.” Several children then recited poems
which they had memorized. Karly Ohngemach
recited "Overdues" by Shel Silverstein, Luigi
Lancelloti recited “Slow Sloth's Song” by Jack
Prelutsky, Maddie Dennis recited “The Battle” by
Shel Silverstein, Celeste DelGuercio recited “The
Wind” by Christina Rossetti, Cheyenne Cora

recited “Stranger Things” by Millie Bobby
Brown, and Aashritha Jinagra read “Librarian” a
poem which she had composed.
Afterwards, a game was played in which the

children tried to guess the missing rhyming
words in limericks. They also decorated a banner
with the poems they had memorized which is

(above, l-r) Luigi Lancelloti, Maddie Dennis,Celeste DelGuercio, 
Cheyenne Cora, Karly Ohngemach, and Aashritha Jinaga.

now hanging in the library's Raddin Room. The
program concluded with pizza, lemonade and
promises by the children that they would return
next year when the Friends of the Cranford
Library once again sponsor “Poetry by Heart.”
Visit the Cranford Library at:

cranfordlibrary.org/

908-272-4466
25 North Avenue East Cranford, NJ 07016

Mother’s Day Special
Receive $20 off a facial
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THE CELEBRATION SINGERS SPRING 2018 CONCERT
Submitted by Christopher Silvestri

The Celebration Singers would like to invite
you to our spring concert titled “Music from the
Heart, from the Soul” at Union County College,
Roy Smith Theater, 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey at 8 p.m. on June 1 and
June 2, 2018. Tickets are $20 for adults and $15
for children and seniors. Tickets can be purchased
in advance through our website, celebration-
singers.org, or at the box office at the night of the
concert. Any questions concerning the
performances can be directed to our email at
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com or to
our landline at 908-552-4656. 
The Celebration Singers are multi-generational

ambassadors of song drawing music from a
breadth of genres and cultures. The Choir's
commitment to artistic excellence and its
engaging and dynamic style provide its diverse
singers and audiences with a compelling musical
experience. The Choir lends support through
music and participates in the cultural life of the
community.
Please also visit our Facebook page:

facebook.com/Celebrationsingers.

(above) The Celebration Singers Adult Choir at St Michael’s in Cranford New Jersey for their annual winter concert.
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE

800-206-8529
$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6-13-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons.

$300OFFANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF
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ADVANCED
DENTAL CARE
• IMPLANTS
• COSMETIC DENTISTRY
• SMILE DESIGN
• SAME DAY 

CERAMICS CROWNS
Most Insurance Accepted

Michael Saba, D.M.D 
Fellow ICOI Implant

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
Diplomate IDIA Implant

301 Lenox Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-2136

1205 Coolidge Ave.
Union, NJ 07083
908-686-2080

Zero% Financing Available
CALL

TODAY!

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

The Laser Dental Group

AMERICA’S TOP DENTIST By Consumer Research Council of America 2018

BRANDON ROSARIO OF CRANFORD BECOMES
DELAWARE STATE TROOPER

Submitted by Marisol Rosario

Brandon Rosario was born and raised in
Cranford, New Jersey. He is a graduate of
Cranford High School. He also graduated from
Union County College with an Associate Degree
in Criminal Justice.
Brandon is a hard worker and had several jobs

working part-time jobs at Shop-Rite, Fed-Ex, and
landscaping. At the same time, Brandon kept
studying and testing for Law Enforcement jobs.
He applied in New Jersey as well as out of state.
This career in Law Enforcement is very
competitive and you have to stay determined.
Brandon submitted an application to Delaware

State Police in April of 2016. He continuously got
called to take written, physical, oral, polygraph,
and psychological tests. This whole process took
one and a half years before he finally passed all

requirements and was offered a position at
Delaware State Police Academy.
Brandon started the Delaware State Police

Academy on September 10, 2017.
This move wasn’t an easy one as he had to

leave his family, pet, and friends behind with no
time for planning, but Brandon was determined
to finish the academy and become a Delaware
State Police.
I am pleased to announce that Brandon

Rosario has completed the six months of training
in the Delaware State Police Academy on Friday,
February 16, 2018 and is now officially a
Delaware State Trooper.
Congratulations to Brandon Rosario on this

great accomplishment and best of luck in his new
Career.

(above) Trooper Brandon Rosario. 
Delaware State Police Graduation Day, 

February 16, 2018.
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908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ

We accommodate the
trade as well as the 
do-it-yourselfers!
We are always 
ready to assist.

Largest Display of Cambridge

Pavers in Union County

See above display and others at www.cambridgepavers.com

Prices
per yardSOIL

Black Topsoil .................................$35

MULCH
Black Dyed ....................................$30
Brown Dyed ..................................$30
Red Dyed .......................................$32
Hardwood ......................................$22
Play Ground ..................................$35

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS
Concrete Sand ...............................$50
3⁄4 Clean Stone ...............................$38
Stone Dust .....................................$34
QP ....................................................$34

DECORATIVE STONE
3⁄8 Red Stone...................................$68
3⁄4 Red Stone...................................$66
3⁄4 Pearl Pebble ..............................$86
2-4  Pearl Pebble ...........................$86
3⁄4 Arctic White ..............................$86
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .............$58
1 Riverbed......................................$60
2-4 Riverbed ..................................$60

Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am - 3 pm

SERVICING LANDSCAPERS,
MASONS & HOME OWNERS

FREESame Day Delivery5-Yards or more

DRAINAGE
Pipe • Catch Basins

HARDSCAPE

TOOLS
Mason Tools • Shovels •Rakers

Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

LAWN & GARDEN
Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat MossBelgium 

Block 

Concrete
Block

Curbing

Limestone
Treads

Cement

Prices subject to change without notice.

Diamond Blades
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WE PAY CASH FOR HOUSESWE PAY CASH FOR HOUSESWE PAY CASH FOR HOUSES

908-875-3741
We Can Help You - Call Today!

Se Habla Español

WWW.CANDORHOMES.COM

Jim

GET CASH FAST! ANY SITUATION!
AS IS - NO REPAIRS NEEDED!

LIC # 13VH08772800

We offer home improvement too! Fully licensed & insured.

LOCAL & RELIABLE

ANNUAL LETTER CARRIERS’ STAMP OUT HUNGER FOOD DRIVE IS MAY 12
The Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger® Food

Drive is happening on Saturday, May 12, 2018.
On this day, you can set out your non-perishable
food before your letter carrier’s regular pick up
time. The top requested non-perishable food
items are: cereal, pasta, pasta sauce, rice, canned
fruits and vegetables, canned meals (such as
soups, chili, and/or pasta), 100 percent juice,
peanut butter, macaroni & cheese, canned protein
(tuna, chicken, and/or turkey), beans (canned or
dry). You can also donate healthy, low-sodium,
low-sugar items such as beans, oatmeal, and
other whole grains, and canola or olive oil.
Please do not donate frozen food, homemade

food, or home-canned items. Please do not donate
items that have expired or are in glass containers.
In keeping with good food-handling and food-
safety procedures, food that is opened, damaged,
out of code or does not have the official
ingredients will be discarded by the food bank in
the sorting process.
The Food Drive is primarily a people food

drive, but if you also want to give pet food in
addition to your regular donation, food banks
may be able to distribute or direct it to pet shelters
and organizations in the area that have a need.
Please do not donate any form of individual

baby food products, including formula, jarred
vegetables and fruits, meals, snacks, infant cereal.
Baby food may be donated by the case or pallet,
but single item donations present potential
contamination risks and special handling
requirements.
The Food Drive is primarily a food drive, but

if you also want to give personal care items (such
as diapers, laundry detergent, soap, toilet paper,

and household cleaning items) in addition to your
regular donation, food banks may be able to
distribute or put them to good use with
organizations that also provide help to those in
need. Please note that not all food banks will be
able to accept these items.
If you would like to volunteer with food

distribution and sorting, or in any other capacity,
call your local post office and ask to speak to the
local food drive person there. Many food banks
have a great need for volunteers on Food Drive
Day, as well as all throughout the year.
All donations to the Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out

Hunger Food Drive are tax-deductible because
all the food collected on Food Drive Day is given
directly to non-profit charity food agencies in the
community the food was collected. Though the
National Association of Letter Carriers plans the
Food Drive’s logistics and letter carriers provide
the transportation for each donor’s generous
donation, the National Association of Letter
Carriers is not the agency that gets listed on tax
forms for claiming deductions. There are more
than 10,000 food agencies throughout the country
that receive these donations, so if you itemize
your taxes and want to provide proper credit for
your Food Drive donations, you will need to
determine the name of the agency (food pantry
or other charity) that received your food, as well
as the agency’s address and tax I.D. number for
proper reporting on your tax-filing forms. The
Food Drive Coordinator at your local post office
should be able to give you the name of the
receiving agency, and that agency will likely have
tax information handy.
For more information, visit: nalc.org.

20% OFF Rug
Cleaning Sale!
Hurry! Offer Expires 5/31/18. Incoming orders only.

• Expert Hand Washing Process
• Repair & Restoration Services
• Fully Insured Service
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Sale & Service of Oriental Rugs & Carpets

Ask us about 
the proper way 
to store a rug!

210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

908-757-7847 (RUGS)
www.HamrahRug.com
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549 Lexington Avenue • Cranford
908-276-0900 or 1-888-480-0901

WWW.REEL-STRONG.COM

MAKE YOUR BEST DEAL
THEN TAKE

$300 OFF
Exp: 6/30/18. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

*Some expiration dates apply so don’t delay

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

0%
Financing
Available

FREE
ESTIMATES

REEL-STRONG can evaluate your heating and cooling 
needs with no obligation, before you purchase 
equipment that you may not need.
We are a full service installation 
and maintenance company.
• HEATING OIL SUPPLIER
• WILLIAMSON BOILERS
• RHEEM FURNACES AND AIR CONDITIONERS
• NATURAL GAS CONVERSIONS AND SERVICE

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL
May Not Be Used For Routine Maintenance.

With Coupon – No Expiration

SAVE THIS COUPON

Up to $725
in rebates*on Rheem
High Efficiency 
Central Air Conditioning

$500
Elizabethtown Gas rebate available

on High Efficiency Equipment

Up to $1,450
NJ Clean Energy Program 
Incentive for the Purchase 

of High Efficiency Heat and AC
INCLUDES FREE

10 YEAR 
PARTS & LABOR 
WARRANTY. 

*Some model restrictions may apply.

Keep your cool 
this summer 
with Reel Strong
Get a Second Opinion about your
Heating & Air Conditioning

Master HVACR Contractor License #19HC00438000

CENTENNIAL VILLAGE GROUP’S EIGHT ANNUAL VELOCITY 5K RACE
Submitted by Andi Howard-Rein

On Sunday, June 3, 2018, the Centennial
Village Group will host its 8th annual Velocity
5K Race. The chip-timed race starts at 9 a.m. and
provides a flat tour of part of Cranford’s South
Side, starting at Lincoln School on Centennial
Avenue in Cranford, New Jersey, and looping
through Centennial Village and Mohawk Park.
This family-friendly race invites all ages to come
out and enjoy the views of Centennial Village.
Strollers are allowed and encouraged, as there
will be a prize for best decorated Cranford
spirited stroller.
The top three male and female runners overall

will receive a prize and medals, and awards will
be given to the top three males and females in the
following age groups: 14 and under, 15-19, 20-
29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, and 70 and older.
Runners will automatically be entered in raffles
for prizes from local businesses. Post-race snacks
will be provided by a toute heure restaurant, and
Massages by Carrin Fernandes will be giving
massages during the entire event.
Last year’s race saw over 100 runners from

Cranford and surrounding towns. Participants in
the family-friendly race ranged from elementary
school students, to parents with strollers, and
senior citizens. Residents along the route came

(above) CVG Velocity 5K 2017.

Photo by Kal Seth Photography

Photo by Kal Seth Photography

out to support and cheer on the runners. The
Centennial Village Group expects an even larger
turnout of runners and supporters for this year’s
race.
To pre-register for the 5K, visit racenj.com.

Pre-registration is open through May 19, 2018. It
costs $25 for adults, $15 for youth aged 18 and
under, (plus service fee) and includes a tech t-
shirt. Race-day registration will also be available,
starting at 8 a.m. and costing $30 for adults and
$20 for children. Email cvgvelocity@gmail.com
with any questions regarding the race.
The Centennial Village Group is made up of

Cranford volunteers dedicated to the
revitalization and beautification of the Centennial
Avenue business district. In addition to the
Velocity 5K Race, the Group holds an annual
MusicFest to raise funds for their continual
efforts to improve the community. 
For more information about the Centennial

Village and the group, visit
facebook.com/CentennialVillageGroup.

Kathleen Gwaldis

Call for a FREE Market Analysis Today!

(908) 400-8409 Weichert President’s Club
Office 973-467-7391

505 Millburn Avenue, Short Hills, NJ 07078

EXPERIENCE, COMMITMENT 
INTEGRITY, RESULTS
Full-Service Realtor for 32 years. 

CRANFORD SPECIALIST.
Realtor Associate
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MEET CAPTAIN NEWELL RODNEY FISKE, 
CRANFORD’S FIRST DEATH IN BATTLE ONE OF CRANFORD’S 86

By Don Sweeney with Lt. Col. Steven Glazer (Ret.), Cranford Historical Society

As the team committed to tell the stories of
Cranford’s 86 war heroes who gave their lives for
our freedom, we think about these young men
throughout the year. For many of us, Memorial
Day focuses our thoughts on the sacrifices these
young men made. I hope the ten stories we have
told this year have caused others to reflect on
those to whom we owe so much. This year when
you hear the names read at Memorial Park you
will see the faces and know the stories of these
brave young men who have allowed us to live the
wonderful life paid for with their sacrifice.
Reading the many biographies of the Cranford

86, I often came to the overstuffed file of Captain
Newell Rodney Fiske as I went through the
selection process to pick our hero of the month.
Knowing the 100th anniversary of his death was
coming up this year, we purposely waited to tell
this amazing story. At the time of his death, he
was said to be the finest young man to come from
Cranford. He still may be.
With my partner Steve Glazer and a large

folder from the Cranford Historical Society
marked "Newell R. Fiske," the window to life in
the early 1900’s in Cranford began to open. Each
month as we open a hero's file and dig into the
internet's research portals, we uncover the details

of the lives of our greatest citizens. I find myself
empathizing with the family and friends of our
hero; my own emotions take hold as I type each
word. This month would be no exception.
The only son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Fiske, a

prominent family from Brooklyn, they summered
in West Hampton on Long Island, still today the
summer playground for New York’s society
elites. The Fiske and Dean (Mrs. Fiske’s maiden
name) families were often mentioned in the
society pages. It was in West Hampton on August
11, 1894, that Newell was born. The family
moved to Cranford when he was 3 years old, first
to 8 Hampton St., then to 116 Eastman St., before
settling at 301 Prospect Ave. Our research found
that the homes in this upscale neighborhood were
built just after the turn of the century. Newell
started his educational path in Cranford public
schools before entering Pingry in Elizabeth, then
attending Cheshire School, an elite boarding
school in Connecticut for grades 9 through 11.
For senior year, Newell attended Lawrenceville
Academy, another prestigious boarding school 40
miles south of Cranford. Newell then enrolled at
Princeton University as a member of the class of
1918. However, after such a prestigious
education, he left the Ivy League in his freshman
year to “take up war work" in 1914.
Enrolling the following year at the Citizen

Military Training Camp (CMTC) in Plattsburgh,
NY, Newell began his preparation for a military
career. The CMTCs were often attended by the
sons of wealthy businessmen and political power
brokers. Tuition was expensive and no public
funds were available. Graduates of this inaugural
class of CMTC went on to such careers as the
youngest mayor of New Yok City, an Episcopal
bishop, a US secretary of state, a founder of a
major Wall Street trading firm, and a leading
Manhattan lawyer. While there, Fiske became
friends with Quentin and Archie Roosevelt, the
two youngest sons of President Theodore
Roosevelt. They had lived at the White House
during their father's presidency. Archie became
the tent-mate of Newell, a fellow Ivy Leaguer.
The three friends would later go off to war.
As a well-trained civilian in soldierly skills,

Newell split his time between Washington, DC,

where he studied war subjects, and Cranford,
where he organized and drilled the Cranford
Home Guard, which later became the Cranford
company of the State Militia Reserve. While in
town, Fiske would speak at school assemblies
and at the Cranford's “moving picture theater,”
talking about the CMTC as well as the Liberty
Loan program, the beginning of the war bond
movement. America was anticipating its entry
into the war then raging in Europe.
In January 1917, Newell took the test for a

Regular Army second lieutenant at Fort Myer in
Virginia. And on April 6, 1917, Congress finally
entered the Great War, with the US joining
France, Russia and Great Britain as the Allied
forces against Germany. Exactly two months
later, Newell received his officer's commission,
along with orders to report to Ft. Leavenworth,
Kansas. There on August 5, he was promoted to
first lieutenant and assigned to the US Seventh
Infantry. On February 1, 1918, Lieutenant Fiske
was selected to travel to Aurora, Ill, for training
in cryptology, the science of decoding secret
messages, after which he was sent to Charlotte,
NC, where he was promoted to captain on March
22, 1918.
On March 28 at 5:30 p.m., Captain Fiske came

through Cranford while traveling with his
regiment to Camp Merritt in Cresskill, NJ, the
gateway to the European theater for many
American soldiers. Of the four million soldiers
deployed to Europe during the war, one million
went through Camp Merritt. From there they
would take ferry boats down the Hudson River to
Hoboken, where they boarded transatlantic ships
to the Western Front. On April 6, 1918 -- the first
anniversary of the nation's entry into the First
World War -- Captain Fiske sailed from Hoboken
to the battlefields of France on the USS America.
In his last letter from “over there” to his

parents on May 30, Fiske reported that he was
doing considerable travelling and that he was in
command of a company in his regiment. It was
assumed he had arrived at the front.
Fiske’s first fighting was at the Marne River at

the Battle of Chateau Thierry. The battle lasted
four months, from June 3 to October 10. It was
said to be the turning point of the war. The

(above) Ferry boat’s transfer WW1 soldiers
from Ft. Merritt to Hoboken to board The USS

America in route to the European theater.
(above) Cartoon depicting the turning point

battle of WW1

(above) USS America 1916.

(above) Civilian Military Training Camps in
Plattsburgh NY.
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Germans were having their way pushing the
French and British forces back daily since June
3. They were marching toward Paris, just 50
miles away. A victory for the Germans would
have most likely won them the war. The Russians
had already pulled out due to their own
revolution at home. France was experiencing low
morale, with its citizens vehemently protesting
the war. The British were outnumbered and
fatigued from being beaten into retreat every day.
The Germans were aware that the US was
entering the war and were anxious to deal a
decisive blow to the Allied forces before the fresh
troops arrived.
In the late days of June a steady flow of young,

recently trained, untested American soldiers
started arriving in the area around the Marne. By
the first week, 270,000 soldiers were in place.
The entire war was about to change. One oft-
repeated story was of a French commander
discussing a retreat order to the Allied forces. An
American Marine commander responded,
“Retreat? We just got here!” From that point it is
said that the Allies changed from a defensive
stance to an all-out offensive posture, launching
six assaults “over the top,” altering the tide of
battle. The Germans were forced to retreat. In one
wave alone, 15,000 German prisoners were
taken.
The Second Battle of the Marne, from July 15

to August 6, was the true turning point of the war.
The Allied forces, now being commanded by an
American general, John “Black Jack” Pershing,
numbered 1.2 million. It was at the beginning of
this engagement that Captain Newell Rodney
Fiske was killed as he led his troops in a
counterattack through intense artillery fire,
inspiring his men by his gallant conduct. It was
the success of this battle that set up two months
of dominance by the Allied forces. One month
after the conclusion of the Battle of Chateau
Thierry, the Germans surrendered and the
Armistice was signed on November 11, 1918.
“The War to End All Wars” was over. In total,
some 10 million men under arms were killed in
the war. According to one report, 116,708
Americans perished. Fifteen were from Cranford.
Reports after the fight say that on July 15,

1918, Captain Fiske met his end, the first
American officer to die in the battle. Just one day
earlier, his CMTC friend Quentin Roosevelt died
in the skies over France in aerial combat. Newell
was one month shy of his 24th birthday. He was
posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross for bravery in action. It was presented to
his grieving father.
The August 1, 1918, Cranford Chronicle

reported that a telegram had been received on
July 26 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Fiske
notifying them that their son was dead. Accounts
of Cranford's first battle death spread through
town. Expressions of grief and sympathy were
soon pouring into the Fiske home. Flags were
flown at half-mast for two days following the
arrival of the mournful news.

It was said that Newell Fiske was better known
than any other Cranford boy. Always of a
venturesome nature, he was prominent in
everything he undertook. “The name of young
Fiske is now numbered among the immortals,”
said Dr. George Greene upon hearing of his
death. The First Presbyterian Church pastor said
in his eulogy that the captain “gave the last full
measure of his devotion to his country- dying as
one might well wish to die-and we bow
reverently to the will of God, with pride that our
community has had so brave a son, for I doubt if
there is a braver heart within the bosom of any
one of a million and more of our boys who are
facing the German line than was his. His love of
country was intense and sincere, and his courage
was superb.” 
In his honor, the family set up the Fiske

Scholarship at Princeton University. And his
father was instrumental in founding the Cranford
V.F.W., which proudly bears the name Captain
Newell Rodney Fiske Post # 335. It was
dedicated with a ceremony honoring Captain
Fiske on March 30, 1920. Cranford's Fiske
Terrace was also named in his honor.
Surviving family members were his father

Harvey N. Fiske, mother Florence Dean Fiske
and sister Marion Dean Fiske Miller. Captain
Newell Rodney Fiske is buried in France at Oise-
Aisne American Cemetery. He was a great
American and one of Cranford’s 86.
This concludes our first year of stories of the

Cranford 86 hometown heroes. It is planned to
honor each profiled hero with a banner to fly over
the streets of Cranford. They will be dedicated at
this year’s Memorial Day service following the
parade. The stories that have been featured all
year in Cranford Monthly will be available at the
ceremony in a booklet for a nominal charge to
cover printing costs.

(above, l-r) Fiske Terrace dedicated to the
memory of Captain Fiske and Captain Fiske’s
final resting place in Oise-Aisne American

Cemetery in France.

(above) Newell R Fiske’s formal portrait after
being promoted to Captain

(above) Young Newell as he entered the Army
as a 2nd Lieutenant.

DID YOU KNOW ONE OF THE CRANFORD 86? You can email us with any information 
NJVFWPOWMIA@gmail.com or call Don Sweeney 908-447-6511.

NEWELL RODNEY FISKE (continued)
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The Only Restaurant in Union for Portuguese & Spanish cuisine.

908.687.7020
1252 Stuyvesant Avenue • Union, NJ

• Come try our signature sangria and specialty wines

• Come enjoy fresh seafood, the best cuts of meat, 
& a large selection of wine

• Come watch your favorite sports games 
in our bar area on 14 flat screen TVs

We offer a large hall for all 
types of parties including 
Christenings, birthdays, 

weddings & funeral repasts

BAR
RESTAURANT

WINERY

10% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK 

WITH THIS COUPON. 
Expires 6/10/18. 

TREAT YOUR MOM LIKE A 
QUEEN WITH A TRIP TO 

ITALY FOR MOTHERS DAY!
This is a special offer you CAN NOT pass up.
One week in Italy including the Amalfi Coast

at a price you will not believe!
Trip must be booked by May 30.
Call Ciao Amici for more info

908-931-9100

Monday
11:30 am – 10 pm

Tuesday & Thursday
11:30 am – 11 pm
Friday & Saturday

11:30 am – 12:30 am
Sunday & Holidays
12:30 pm – 11 pm

Lun Wah
Restaurant & Tiki Bar

Chinese & Polynesian
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

908-245-0656
587 Raritan Road • Roselle, NJ
(Corner of Wood Ave. and Raritan Rd.)

$10 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

OF $50 OR MORE
Can’t be combined with any other offer. Dine in only. 
Not valid with show or special events. Exp. 5/31/18.

Hawaiian Luau Tribute to Elvis
Featuring internationally acclaimed 

Elvis tribute artist Jim Barone

TUESDAY
JUNE 12, 2018

Dinner seating begins 
at 6:30 PM

Show starts at 7:30 PM.

Plus a trivia contest, drawings and prizes! 
$20 in advance, $25 at the door; includes show and first drink. 

Mixed seating. Call 908-245-0656 for reservations.
Reservations with ticket purchase only. Call now! Only 50 seats per show available.

$6 LUNCH MENU

CRANFORD’S 11TH ANNUAL RELAY FOR LIFE 2018 - MAY 18TH
Submitted by Linda Miklencic

The planning committee is looking for cancer
survivors and caregivers to register for Cranford’s
11th Annual Relay for Life on May 18, 2018 at
Orange Avenue School, Cranford, New Jersey.
Our survivors are the celebration part of the
night! They start the Relay by taking the first lap
and then their caregivers join for another special
lap.
Over 600 participants registered last year and

we raised almost $90,000! The proceeds fund
cancer research, including 47 Nobel Prize
winners, and provide services, such as wigs,
transportation, and lodging, to local cancer
patients.
In the survivor tent, we host a dinner before the

opening ceremony and provide the survivors with
a t-shirt, medal and goodie bag. 
Please contact Linda Miklencic, Event Lead at

miklencic@verizon.net if you or someone you
know is interested. 
You can register at main.acsevents.org 
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com
BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

Serving

LOBSTER or CRAB LEGS

with other Special Items

Every Holiday

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/10/18.

$125 OFF
ADULT BUFFET

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/10/18.

$250 OFF
2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/10/18.

$500 OFF
4 ADULT
BUFFETS

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/10/18.

$10 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10......................$7.49
Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ...........................$7.99
Kids 7-10 .....................$5.99
Kids 3-6 .......................$3.99
2 & Under..................FREE!

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi. 

Most selection and top quality among all competitors. 
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi. 
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and 

confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together 
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood, 
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in 
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,

Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)
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908-688-8884
558 Rahway Ave., Union NJ

(down the street from Comcast)

Mon. - Fri. 6am - 6pm, Sat. 6:30am - 2pm

LET US CATER YOUR PARTY
AT YOUR HOME/OFFICE$10 OFF

ANY CATERING JOB
OF $75 OR MORE

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 6/5/18.

COUPON

Summer BBQ Menu
20-40 People: $12.95 • Over 40 People: $11.95

• Jumbo All-Beef Hot Dogs
• 6oz. Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers or Turkey Burgers
• Italian Sausage with Peppers & Onions
• Corn on the Cob or Homemade Baked Beans or Grilled Veggies
• Choice of 2 Salads: (Potato Salad, Coleslaw, Tomato, Cucumber 

& Mozzarella Salad, Pasta Salad, Tossed Salad, String Bean Salad 
& Macaroni Salad)

These items can be substituted for $2.00 more per person:
• BBQ Pork Spareribs
• Shish Kabobs: (Chicken, Beef or Shrimp)
• Baked Clams
Add Fresh-Cut Watermelon for $1.00 per person
Add Soda & Ice Setup for $1.00 per person
Grill Cook Available for $35.00 per person
We Bring the Grill to You ($100 Setup Fee)
We supply Plates, Napkins, Forks, Knives, 

Serving Spoons, Tongs & Condiments

3-6 Foot Subs & Party Platters Available

www.cozycornerdeli.net (for catering menu)

SWEET BASIL
All You Can Eat

Asian Fusion Cuisine 
Chinese-Sushi-Thai

1189 RARITAN RD
CLARK, NJ 07066
HOURS: Monday through Friday: 11am - 10pm

Saturday: 11:30am - 10pm / Sunday: 11:30am - 9:30pm

732.669.7673

BYOB

50% OFF SUSHI
TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY.
SweetBasilNJ.com

ALL YOU CAN EAT PRICE
Dinner: Weekday $19.99 • Weekend & Holiday $21.99

Children Under 10 $11.99 • Lunch: $16.99

FREE DELIVERY

PRIVATE PARTY ROOM
FOR UP TO 50 PEOPLE.

POLICE OFFICERS TO BE HONORED VALOR AWARD LUNCHEON, MAY 11TH
Submitted by The 200 Club of Union County

The Two Hundred Club of Union County has
announced that seventeen police officers and
firefighters, including two members of the
Cranford Police Department, have been selected
for this year's Annual Valor Awards Luncheon to
be held on Friday, May 11, 2018.
Held at Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch

Plains the recipients will receive the prestigious
Two Hundred Club Medal of Valor for actions
above and beyond the call of duty. The 200 Club,
a non-profit organization founded in 1968, is
comprised of 400 business leaders from Union
County, NJ, who's core mission is to provide
financially for the widows and dependents of
Police Officers and Firefighters who are killed in
the line of duty. We have grown in mission to
now also provide continuing education grants for
police officers and firefighters, and a competitive
scholarship program for the deserving children of
our uniformed protectors in Union County. More
information on our organization can be found at
www.uc200club.org.
The keynote speaker will be Patricia Ann

Norris-McDonald, Mayor of Village of
Malverne. Mrs. McDonald is the widow of

Steven McDonald, a NYPD officer who was left
quadriplegic in 1986 following a shooting in the
line of duty. Steven McDonald died age 59 on
January 10, 2017. She had been married to
Steven for less than year when the shooting took
place. At the time the newlywed was pregnant
with the couple’s only child. Six months after the
shooting she gave birth to a son, Conor
McDonald. Mrs. McDonald co-authored the
book, The Steven McDonald Story, with her
husband NYPD Detective Steven McDonald and
appeared often with him to speak about faith and
forgiveness.
Cranford Police Department Detective

Thomas Stiansen and Officer Gregory Federici
will be honored for the following incident.
On May 3, 2017 at approximately 7:40 p.m.,

the Cranford Police Department responded to an
active fire at the Birchwood Avenue Nursing
Facility in Cranford. While en route to the scene,
officers were advised that multiple bedridden
patients were trapped in the room where the fire
had originated. Upon arrival, by quick
observation of the exterior of the building,
Detective Stiansen and Officer Gregory Federici

were able to clearly identify which room was
actively engulfed with smoke and flames.
As they were approaching the outdoor

windows of the room, they could hear the
occupants inside screaming for help. Detective
Stiansen and Officer Federici were able to break
a window using a lawn chair, enter the room
which was engulfed with flames and a heavy
smoke condition, and ultimately evacuate two
residents through the window. Once the residents
were turned over to additional fire and EMS
personnel, they returned to the building and
continued with the evacuation efforts of
additional residents.
Once the scene was under control and in

command of the Cranford Fire Department, both
Detective Stiansen and Officer Federici were
transported to St. Barnabas Medical Center
where they were treated for smoke inhalation.
If it was not for Detective Stiansen and Officer

Federici’s exemplary and heroic efforts during
the scene of a fire at a local nursing home, it
seems certain that the two recued victims would
not have survived. We recognize them for their
heroic efforts and valor.

Parking Productions is seeking Part-Time

Valet Parkers for Special Events.

• Flexible Schedule! 

• Weekend Work! 

• Earn extra money on a fun job! 

• Great for Students or Full Timers 

looking for extra work!

To Apply:

Call: 732-574-9300
Email:

Jobs@parkingproductions.com

NOW HIRING
PART TIME JOBS

MAIN OFFICE LOCATED IN CLARK, NJ



CRANFORD MONTHLY • Page 17 • May 2018

‘TASTE AND SEE’ ART AUCTION & SALE BENEFITS RAPHAEL’S LIFE HOUSE
Submitted by Denise McDermott

The 2nd Annual “Taste and See” Art Auction
& Sale to benefit Raphael’s Life House, will be
held on May 10, 2018, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., at
Simply Art & Framing, 11 North Union Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey
Join us for an evening of art and appetizers in

support of a great cause. Over 50 original
artworks from 20 metropolitan area artists will be
up for auction including modern, traditional,
water colors, prints, wool, photography and
more! During the event local restaurateurs will
be providing delicious hor d'oeuvres and
beverages. 
Additionally, Martin Jewelers, located at 12

North Avenue West, Cranford, and a longtime
supporter of Raphael’s Life House, will donate
two distinctive silver necklaces for silent auction.
Simply Art & Framing will also donate 20
percent of their store sales during the event to
Raphael’s.
Raphael’s Life House, founded by Cranford

resident Edith Coogan and former resident, Mary
Orrico, is Covenant House New Jersey’s Mother
Child program, created to provide non-sectarian
housing to homeless and pregnant young women

and their babies when born, for up to one year.
The goal is to assist the women in establishing an
independent living situation for themselves and
their babies. The women in the program are ages
18 to 23, alcohol and drug free, mentally and
physically capable of caring for themselves and
their baby, and willing to obey the house rules
while either working or attending school.
Raphael’s Life House shelters 12 women at a
time; each mother shares quarters with her baby
in a safe and homey environment.
Staff and talented volunteers provide classes to

assist moms with prenatal care, parenting skills,
building esteem, job seeking, educational and
vocational opportunities and other critical life
skills. Volunteers also participate as baby-sitters,
host community monthly dinners, coordinate
baby showers and fundraising events, and much
more. Founded in 1993, Raphael’s has provided
transitional housing and support for over 700
young mothers and their babies. Learn more at
raphaelslifehouse.org.
Entry tickets for the art auction and sale are

$15.00 in advance and $20.00 at the door. Space
is limited and advance ticket order is
recommended. 

IT’S TIME FOR NEW DENTURES!
If your dentures …
• Are loose
• Over 5 years old
• Have been repaired 
many times

Or …
• You would like to improve your smile
Then call today for an appointment!
• The doctors at Dentalcare associates
will provide all your denture needs.

• 1 HOUR DENTURE REPAIRS
• 3 HOUR LAB RELINES

• LABORATORY ON PREMISES
All repairs schedule permitting

Ask about Implant
supported dentures

*Reg. 2050-$2295 per arch Add’l fees 
may be incurred. Present this ad. Not 

valid with other offers. Dr. R. Scalera Jr,
Director.  Expires 5/31/18 RM

SAVE
$500

UPPER & LOWER
DENTURES*

Most Insurances Accepted
Interest Free Financing

908-322-7800
567 Park Ave.,Scotch Plains NJ
www.njdentalcare.com/dentures

For tickets and info contact Christine: 908-
451-7633 or Cmcmullan2969@gmail.com.
Tickets also available at Simply.

House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990

“Family care for newborns through 100”
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a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall 

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing
Electrical - Interior & Exterior Painting

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

EXPERIENCED HELP WANTED

Lic. #
13VH06601300

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways,

Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing

908-925-0444
908-928-0031

Serving All
Union County

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Asphalt Works
• Driveways
• Parking Areas
• Sealing
• Resurfacing
• Curbing
• Snow Plowing
• Dump Truck 

& Backhoe Rental
• Paving Machine

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Brian Hirth
908-687-0614
908-789-9508

MARIA HOBBIE
Nutritionist

Nutrition Education for Children and Families 
Specializing in:
• Healthy Eating for proper weight management 
• Specialty diets (Gluten free, Sugar free, Lactose free, etc.)
• Food allergies and intolerances

MGH Consulting USA, LLC
Mghconsultingusa@gmail.com

(908) 251-3607

MAKE YOUR BUSINESS MEMORABLE!
Web Design | Social Media | SEO

Free Consultation
Local Cranford Support

ken@memorabiz.com
908-512-7557

(908) 202-1702 CELL
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE
elizabeth.bataille@coldwellbankermoves.com

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

WOOD FLOORS
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs

W/W CARPET & RUGS
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.

116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-342-5048
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard

SUNNY ACRES ASSOCIATION RECEIVES CRANFORD PRESERVATION AWARD
Submitted by Maureen Strazdon

The Cranford Preservation Award was recently
presented to the Sunny Acres Civic and
Improvement Association. The Award ceremony,
sponsored jointly by the Cranford Historical
Society and the Cranford Historic Preservation
Advisory Board (HPAB), was held at the Hanson
House and was attended by residents of Sunny
Acres, and members of HPAB and the Historical
Society.
Christine Glazer, Trustee and Program Chair

of the Cranford Historical Society, welcomed
attendees and mentioned that she had grown up

in Sunny Acres. She then introduced Maureen
Strazdon, Chair of HPAB, who gave a short
history of Sunny Acres and presented the Award
to Carole Esposito, President of the Sunny Acres
Civic and Improvement Association.
Ms. Strazdon mentioned that Sunny Acres was

the first such housing development that was
entirely planned and executed by Sears Roebuck,
that it represented the largest planned
development of single-family homes in Cranford
the first half of the twentieth century, and that it
was the first development in Cranford that made
30-year mortgages available to potential home
owners, making home ownership an option for
working and middle class families.
Sunny Acres is in the southern section of

Cranford, and includes Mohawk and Algonquin
Drives; Oneida, Mohican, and Iroquois Places,
and Iroquois, Cherokee, and Raritan Roads.
Developed between 1940 and 1943 by Sears, it
is a community of 172 Cape-Cod and Colonial
Revival style houses. Twelve numbered models
of the basic house were offered, but by placing
the main body of the house at different angles to
the street and moving the garage around, different
looks were achieved. Significantly, 134 or about
78 percent have retained most of their original
design.
In accepting the Award, Ms. Esposito said that

the Association has been an advocate for and
historian of Sunny Acres since its inception in
June 1941, as well as a source of social action and
community activity. Social activities in the past

and present include fielding children’s and adult
sports teams, dances, and social outings, and
perhaps most notably, the annual baby parade
At the end of the presentation Ms. Strazdon

announced that HPAB has initiated the process to
have Sunny Acres designated as a Cranford
Historic District. Letters are being sent to all
residents describing the designation, and there
will be a public meeting on May 30, 2018 at 7:30
p.m. at the Community Center to hear comments.
A proposal supporting the nomination is available
at the Municipal Building.
Being designated as a local Historic District

will recognize Sunny Acres as a significant
community in the history, and the social and
economic development of our town. Designation
does not prevent owners from making any
changes to their properties. 
Founded in 1927, the Cranford Historical

Society is a private organization whose mission
is to preserve and perpetuate the history of
Cranford. For more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com. 
The Cranford Historic Preservation Advisory

Board (HPAB) is a Township committee
established in 1993. HPAB’s mission is to aid in
the preservation of Cranford’s architectural
heritage through documentation of significant
structures, education of the public as to the value
of preservation, and advice to the Township on
laws and activities impacting preservation. You
can find more information on HPAB at
preservecranford.com.

(above) Carole Esposito (left), President of the
Sunny Acres Civic and Improvement

Association, accepts the Preservation Award
from Maureen Strazdon, Chair of the Cranford

Historic Preservation Advisory Board.

DJ Twin & Sons
MOBILE DISC JOCKEY SERVICES

973-991-5585
Email: djtwin4nj@gmail.com • Instagram@djtwinnj

• Corporate Events
• Wedding Receptions

• Sweet 16’s
• Birthday Parties
• Outdoor Events
• Special Events
• Cookouts

• Hip Hop
• R & B
• House Music
• Top 40
• Reggae
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(908) 272-3500
One Commerce Dr. Cranford, NJ 07016
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

SUMMER CAMP 2018
Mon. June 11 thru Fri. August 31

• Weekly Session Options (2 wk. minimum)
• Gymnastics, Sports, Arts & Crafts & More!
• Day Trips - Pool, Bowling, Miniature Golf 

& More!
• Experienced Staff / CPR /First Aid Certified 

Discovery
Child Care

Diamond 
Gymnastics 
Academy

Cranford
After Care

URBAN BURGER TRUCKURBAN BURGER TRUCK

Call Stephen 908-347-7493
Urbantruckllc@gmail.com

Private Parties • Picnics • Birthdays • Graduations • Weddings• Corporate Events
Voted "NJ's Most Over The Top Burger" by Esquire Magazine.

This Summer’s #1 Unique Party Experience
We offer Custom Catering Menus

FREE Pro Sound System Included!

Finance rates as low as 2% 
for qualified customers.

Like us on
Facebook!!!

A Great Selection of New Inventory Is In! High Tech Family Dentistry
Celebrating Over 20 Years in Westfield

330 East Broad Street, Westfield NJ

908-789-3034
www.westfielddentist.com • www.njdentist.com

We offer CEREC Technology (Single Visit Porcelain
Onlays and Crowns) BOTOX and Dermal Fillers

Dr. Suzanne Lorino
provides BOTOX and Dermal Fillers and is accredited

by the American Academy of Facial Esthetics.

Arthur G. Scheiner, DMD
Suzanne Lorino, DMD

VOTED NJ TOP DENTISTS

FREE 2nd Opinions
(Regular value $199)

FREE MOVIE NIGHT AT
HANSON PARK MAY 19
Bring your blankets and chairs and join us for

a Movie in the Park on Saturday, May 19th at
Hanson Park, 38 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey. The feature presentation will be
“Coco,” a 2017 animated fantasy film produced
by Pixar Animation Studios and released by Walt
Disney Pictures. The story follows a 12-year-old
boy named Miguel Rivera who is accidentally
transported to the land of the dead, where he
seeks the help of his deceased musician great-
great-grandfather to return him to his family
among the living. The film won two Academy
Awards for Best Animated Feature and Best
Original Song ("Remember Me").
This free family movie night is part of

Cranford Family Weekend and will start at dusk
(approx. 8 p.m.). There will be popcorn and
refreshments for sale and fun for the entire
family! The rain date is Saturday, June 2. “Movie
in the Park” is presented by the Hanson Park
Conservancy and Friends of the Cranford Public
Library. For more information please visit
hansonparkconservancy.com.

WOMAN’S CLUB ANNUAL SIP & SHOP - MAY 11
Submitted by Ashley Fiume

Join the Cranford Woman’s Club for our
annual Sip & Shop in Downtown Cranford on
May 11, 2018, from 6 to 9 p.m. Shop exclusive
sales at several downtown merchants while
sipping wine and snacking along the way. The
first 100 people to purchase tickets get a
fantastic “Sip & Shop” tote bag filled with tons
of goodies. Discounts available at all
participating stores exclusively for Sip & Shop
attendees. After the event, several local

establishments will have happy hour pricing for
attendees.
Tickets are $20.00 in advance or $25 at the

door.
Tickets available online at cwc-

sipandshop.eventbrite.com and in stores at
Augusta Mae, Periwinkles Fine Gifts, Milk
Money, and The Amber Feather!
All proceeds go to Cranford Woman’s Club

scholarships and philanthropic fund.

COLLEGE WOMEN'S CLUB MAY 2018 MEETING
Submitted by Theresa Sowa

The May meeting of the College Women's
Club of Cranford will be held on Monday, May
14, 2018 at 7 p.m. at the First Presbyterian
Church on Springfield Avenue in Cranford, New
Jersey. The Garden State in Bloom will be the
topic of the May meeting presentation by Walter
Choroszewski, New Jersey photographer. He
has published 18 photographic books and has
been a leading advocate of New Jersey Pride
since 1980 when he was commissioned to
photograph the state for a book project, New
Jersey: A Scenic Discovery which launched his
photographic career and link to the Garden
State.
During this presentation Mr. Choroszewski

will revisit the beautiful public gardens of New
Jersey pictured in his award-winning book, The
Garden State in Bloom. This program
showcases Walter's 25 favorite public gardens

with colorful photography and historical
information about each garden. Choroszewski's
photographs were the inspiration for creating the
iconic state tourism campaign: "New Jersey &
You: Perfect Together!" Walter was the primary
photographer of the campaign through the ’80s
and ’90s and was awarded the first New Jersey
Photo Journalism Award by Governor Thomas
Kean in 1989.
In addition to state tourism, Choroszewski's

photographs of New Jersey are widely published
in calendars, magazines, and textbooks. His fine
art prints and murals of New Jersey are found in
corporations, hospitals and in many private
collections.
The evening will begin with refreshments at 7

p.m. followed by the meeting and Mr.
Choroszewski's program. The meeting is open to
the public.
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WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 6/10/18.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced
out of work, with compensation back to the
homeowner for signed release.

UGLY HOMES WANTED
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM

IN THIS AREA

CALL 1-800-281-1582
Ask for TV Project Department,
for job evaluation and estimate

of cost and compensations!
Serious lnquiries Please!

ALL PIPES
Plumbing

Heating and
Air Conditioning

Master Plumber Lic. #12951

Located in
Cranford, NJ

Joe Neglio

908-499-9092

Bonded &
Insured

908-251-9441
Mrhandyman.com

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL -
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE -

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

15% OFF FIRST TIME
SERVICE

On labor only. Minimum 2 Hour Service Call. Good thru 7/1/18.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CRANFORD
HOSTS OVER 60 HOMELESS GUESTS FOR
4TH OPERATION WARM HEART SEASON

Submitted by Catherine Felegi

The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
(FPCC), 11 Springfield Avenue, New Jersey, in
partnership with The Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless and a variety of other host
churches in the Union county area, has helped a
total of 60 guests stay in from the cold every
Tuesday from Dec 2017 to March 2018 from
through the emergency winter sheltering
program, Operation Warm Heart. Operation
Warm Heart FPCC Chapter is one of the
ecumenical missions that the FPCC runs in order
to help alleviate homelessness in the Union
county area.
“The broad reach and personal impact of this

program, due to all the dedicated volunteers that
practically come out of the woodwork, is really
astounding,” states Catherine Felegi, Operation
Warm Heart FPCC Chapter coordinator. “I tell
everyone every year that we’ve hosted since
2014 that really, it’s the volunteers who are
doing all the work and making a difference,
reaching out, and quite literally saving lives by
keeping people off the streets during the
harshest times; the winter months.”
Guests suffering from homelessness who

arrive at the church can find a host of
different services available for them,
including hot dinners homemade by
volunteers, haircuts from local barber shop
and salon owners, laundry facilities, showers,
sewing repairs, a pop-up shop to accept
donated clothing, and a listening ear. The
goal of the FPCC Chapter is simple. Make
everyone feel welcomed and help them forget
about the streets for a night. Volunteers make
efforts to celebrate holidays with gifts and
decorations, bring in birthday cakes, and have
even provided musical entertainment through
professional singing and piano playing on
multiple occasions.
Felegi states, “People who come to our

location actually call us their hotel, or their

vacation spot, where they can either choose to
get things done that they need to, or they can
turn in for the night and relax after a hard day. I
want the guests leaving here to feel accepted,
loved, and to know that they are always
welcomed, and we support them and their efforts
to try and get off of the streets and into stable
housing.”
Though homelessness went down by 4.6

percent since 2015 as of the 2017 New Jersey
Point-In-Time Count, there is still work to be
done to completely eliminate homelessness for
the 8532 individuals still on the streets. And
with the gap between rents and income growing,
the issues of homelessness and poverty promise
to be a prominent issue in the future if not faced
now and handled immediately by both
lawmakers and the greater community who are
empowered to fight for the have-nots.
The FPCC Chapter started after Felegi read an

article about a Bridgeton man who died after
being found in a clothing donations bin, trying
to keep warm. Felegi worked to set into motion
a sheltering program in partnership with her
church and various volunteers and was advised
to seek council with The Elizabeth Coalition,
that had been running Operation Warm Heart
since 1996. The FPCC Chapter of the program
has since received numerous awards for its
efforts to alleviate homelessness and poverty,
including the upcoming Union County Human
Relations Commission 2018 Unity Award for
Achievement by the Clergy, to be granted May
7, 2018 in partnership with Skip Winters, who
runs the FISH Hospitality program through the
church, and Janice Grevious, who runs the
annual MLK Day of Service.
For more information, including how to

donate and volunteer for the 2018 to 2019
hosting, contact FPCC Coordinator Catherine
Felegi at 908-578-8500, or email her at
Catherine.Felegi@gmail.com.

10% OFF ANY JOB
With this ad. 
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Sandra Trapani
Sales Representative
908-349-0441

Weichert Realtors
908-687-4800

Union, NJ 07083
CALL FOR YOUR FREE HOME EVALUATION REPORT

Sandra.r.trapani@gmail.com
NJhomesbySandra.com

• A/P • A/R • Analysis • Banking
• Bids • Budgets • Cash Control
• Compliance • Forecasts • Systems

OFFICE PROFESSIONALS
Office Support Services

Robert D. Laudati
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-322-7762
rdlaudati@aol.com

The Cranford Area Chamber of Commerce unites and
energizes the business community to improve members’

success by providing networking, educational opportunities,
encouraging business and community development.

CRANFORD CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE EVENTS

MAY EVENTS

cranfordchamber@comcast.net
cranford.com/chamber • 908 272 6114

8 Springfield Avenue • Cranford, NJ 07016

May 9th - Wednesday - 5:30-9:00 p.m.
Downtown Cranford - Car Registration: 5:00 p.m.
Music - Hula Hoop Contests - Awards & More

Come and enjoy an evening in Downtown Cranford
Kilkenny House - Fundraiser

May 14th - Monday - 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
112 South Avenue E., Cranford, N.J.

Come for lunch or dinner and part of the proceeds
will benefit the Cranford Area

Chamber of Commerce Scholarship Fund.
Scholarships are given to graduating Cranford residents.
Don't forget to mention the Chamber when ordering.

Cranford Connections over Coffee
May 17th - Thursday - 8:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m.
CEC Research - 16 Commerce Dr, Cranford, N.J.
Moderated by Jon Best Expert Business Advisor
From Winner's Edge Business Coaching,LLC
Subject: "Customer Service and Your Business"

$25 Members/$30 Non-members
Kick Glass Art Studio

May 23th - Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
536 South Avenue E., Cranford, N.J.
Come join us for a creative evening.

Included is an instructional class which each person
will leave with a bowl they created. 
$40 which includes wine, cheese and

all material needed to complete
your project. Seating limited

RSVP: cranford.com/chamber or call
908 272 6114 for all events.

BOOK BY 5/31/18 FOR
ADDITIONAL $250 OFF

Why Repave?
Sealcoat & Save!

$50 OFFDRIVEWAY REPAIRor SEALCOATING

• Parking Lot Line Striping
• Driveways & Parking Lots
• Specializing in Large Parking Lots
• Hot Rubberized Crack Filling

WE WILL EDGE, CLEAN, PRIME OIL SPOTS & SEALCOAT YOUR DRIVEWAY!

MAKE YOUR ASPHALT GREAT AGAIN!

Minimum purchase $500. Limit one. No other discounts apply. Exp. 5/31/18.

backtoblacksealcoating@yahoo.com

FULLY INSURED!
Lic# 13VH06534400

BACK TO BLACK SEALCOATING

732-968-3646
backtoblacksealcoating.com

• Hot Asphalt Repairs • Tennis Courts
• Asphalt or Coal Tar (Emulsion Sealer)
• Pothole Patching • SNOW REMOVAL
• Power Washing • Asphalt Patch Work

We will beat any legitimate 
Sealcoat company’s written estimate.

Call for a
FREE Estimate 
& Receive a
FREE Gift!

5% DISCOUNT
FOR SENIORS
& VETERANS!

Formerly Affordable Tree Care

TREE CARE - HARDSCAPE

10% OFF
ANY SERVICE

$300 maximum discount. Coupon must be presented at time of estimate. 
Cannot be applied to previous estimates or scheduled work. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 5/31/18

FULLY INSURED • 24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Call Today For
A FREE Estimate yaqr

We Will Beat Any Written Quote 
From A Reputable, Insured Tree Service.

908-414-4509

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

CRANFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY FAMILY PROGRAMS
224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016 • Phone: 908-709-7272

Email: library@cranfordnj.org • Web: cranford.com/library
Library hours are Monday to Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.,

Thursday and Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Cranford Public Library will be running quite a few
family programs this spring. Admission is free and all
Cranford residents are welcome. For a list of other
upcoming programs, visit the library Web page at

CranfordLibrary.org..
Story Time Yoga

Join us for this very special story time,
led by Lisa Ferraro

Monday mornings at 10:15, running until May 21.
The program mixes poses, games, storytelling, art, and
music to teach children to release the sillies and find the
calm. We’ll be using props like balls, scarves, pinwheels,
and pom-poms to build strength, flexibility, and self-
confidence through play. This free program is for

children ages 2 to 5. Tickets will be distributed in the
Children’s Department the morning of the program.

Paws to Read
Some furry friends will be lending us a floppy ear!

Emerging readers are invited to hone their reading skills
by reading to certified Therapy Dogs. Participants

reserve a 10-minute spot
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 8

Registration is required and can be done two weeks
before each event.

Sensory Library Time
This after-hours program was created for children with
autism and their families. Families will enjoy browsing
the collection in a space that minimizes unnecessary
stimulation while connecting with each other. Towards
the end of our time together, we will hold two sessions

of a small group program.
Jodi Goldberg will be leading art workshops

Friday, May 11.
Tickets for small group programs will be given out on a
first come, first served basis beginning at 6 p.m. on the
day of the program. This free program is sponsored by a

grant from the Union County Freeholders.

Lego Club
Children in grades 1 through 6 are invited to join us as
we free-build and share our work with our friends on

May 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Bookmark Contest Design a bookmark using the

Summer Reading theme of “Libraries Rock.” Seven
winners will be selected, and their designs will be

printed and distributed at the library and in the schools.
The contest will run from May 1 to 25, visit the

Children's Department desk for more information or to
enter the contest!
STEM Story Time

Join us for an enriching story time followed by guided
STEM-based play! Come play and learn on

Thursday, May 24 at 10:15 a.m.
Registration is not required, but we ask that participants
arrive on time as we may be unable to accommodate

latecomers.
Music and Movement Story Time

Children ages 3 months to 2 years of age and a caregiver
are invited to join us for a short, lively story time full of
songs and plenty of movement. This educational story

time engages children in essential early literacy
practices. Join us on

Wednesday, May 23 at 10:15 a.m.
Registration is not required, but we ask that participants
arrive on time as we may be unable to accommodate

newcomers.
Family M.E.S.S.

(Math, Engineering, and Science Saturday)
the award winning early literacy program, returns on

Saturday, May 19 at 10:30 a.m.
Children ages 2 to 5 and their families will explore
educational stations together, where they will be

introduced to scientific concepts, solve problems, and
have fun! Registration is required and can be done up to

two weeks before the program. Space is limited.
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locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
TO DIGITAL
FILES & DVD

• Video Tape Transfers
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
• Audio Cassette to CD
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD
• LP to CD
• High Speed Slide Scanning
• Foreign Conversions

Don’t let your family 
memories fade away

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary

RENNA MEDIA
NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
125,000

NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise 

in 1 or all 

21 towns
PART TIME

CDL BUS DRIVER WANTED!
Private school looking for

CDL Licensed Driver with Passenger (P)
and School Bus (S) Endorsements.

Flexible Hours & Great Pay!
CALL NOW TO JOIN OUR TEAM

908-272-3500

FULL TIME DAYCARE
TEACHERS WANTED!

Local childcare center 
looking for CDA Licensed teachers.

Full Time position with great employee benefits.
Applicants MUST have experience working 

with children ages 2.5 months to 2.5 years old.
CALL NOW TO JOIN OUR TEAM

908-272-3500

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ

One bedroom available at $1,364
Heat & hot water included

Conveniently located in residential area.

908.789.9198
Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

TUFF PADDLE CRANFORD RACE JUNE 2
Submitted by Kent Lucas

The first ever Cranford Tuff Paddle event will
be held on June 2, 2018. It will be a two-person
team race consisting of a combination of
paddling a canoe on the Rahway River, a couple
of short runs and a portage with canoe across
land. Starting at 9 a.m. in Hampton Park, going
to Nomahegan Park, then ending at the Canoe
Club, the race should take most teams 1 to 1.5
hours. A post-race party is included in
registration.

The event is sponsored by Cranford
Community Connection in conjunction with
Cranford Township and the Cranford Canoe
Club. 
The idea of Township Commission member

Ann Dooley, the intent is to have a fun event
which will feature the beauty of the Rahway
River.
For information or to register, see our

Facebook Page, Tuff Paddle Cranford.

NAMI SUPPORT GROUP FOR CAREGIVERS OF 
LOVED ONES WITH MENTAL ILLNESS MAY 15

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
Union County is hosting a support group for
caregivers of loved ones who have a mental
health diagnosis. Join our peer led monthly group
meetings and gain insight from others facing
similar challenges. 

The next meeting is May 15, 2018, 7:30 to 9
p.m. Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of
every month at the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, 11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey. For more info call 908-233-1628 or email
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com
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SR. JACINTA AND SR. EDIE MOVE ON FROM ST. JOSEPH’S AFTER 30 YEARS
Sr. Jacinta Fernandes and Sr. Edie Cheney

stepped down from their full-time work at the St.
Joseph Social Service Center, Elizabeth, New
Jersey in July of 2017. They led the center,
working together for more than 30 years. Sr.
Jacinta recently moved to Lutherville, Maryland
to join her Benedictine Community. Edie is a
Sister of Christian Charity and has yet to decide
where her next ministry will be. The many
volunteers of St. Joseph’s, who come from all
over Union County and beyond, continue to
partner with the Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless as sister agencies, to serve the poor and
homeless of the Elizabeth area.
Since 1983, St. Joseph’s has served the poor

and homeless community of the greater Elizabeth
area by providing basic human needs like food,
clothing, and medications; as well as a wide
range of services and programs to help them
acquire the material goods and social services
they need to live with integrity.
St. Joseph’s ministry to people in need dates

back to 1968, when the American Friends Service
Committee began a housing assistance program
in Elizabeth. Sr. Jacinta was on staff and became
one of the founders of St. Joseph’s. She and other
Sisters distributed food and clothing from Sacred
Heart Convent. These programs then gave birth
to CUE (Coalition for a United Elizabeth), from
which came the Elizabeth Coalition House to the
Homeless.
In 1983, Sacred Heart merged with Our Lady

of Fatima Church. The food and clothing
programs were formalized and became Our Lady
of Fatima Social Service Center, with Sister
Jacinta as the director. Edie Cheney assisted her
part time, while also pursuing her studies in
family therapy. Both the Coalition and the Social
Service Center were housed at Our Lady of
Fatima Convent, the former Sacred Heart
Convent.
On February 10, 1986, Our Lady of Fatima

Social Service Center and the Elizabeth Coalition
to House the Homeless relocated to the former
St. Joseph’s Church at 118 Division Street,
Elizabeth. This location provided more space for
the growing number of clients. Our Lady of
Fatima Social Service Center then became St.
Joseph Social Service Center with Sister Jacinta
and Edie as its leadership team. Services were
expanded to include a soup kitchen, job program,
counseling services, and a medical clinic, which
evolved into a prescription assistance program.
In addition to housing advocacy, the Coalition
added on a children’s program and three
transitional houses.
Bernadette Murphy is now the Director; and

Annette Calderin is taking on Sr. Edie’s
responsibilities in counseling and leadership.
Sr. Jacinta and Edie were honored and

celebrated on March 5, 2018 at the annual St.
Joseph’s Feast Celebration. People wished them
well and original songs were performed. An
emotional and impromptu testimonial was
delivered by a man who visited the center to
share his personal experience of how the center
helped his family when he was very young, and
his mother needed assistance. He credited the
Center for his stability and for creating an
environment for this mother to thrive. He is now
a productive person with a family of his own.
EASTER DONATION
Rich and Amy Wischusen organized an Easter

Egg dying party at their home to prepare a
donation for St. Joseph’s for their Easter
celebration. Cranford neighbors were asked to
bring 15 dozen hard boiled eggs to be colored. A
total of 105 dozen eggs were decorated and
boxed for delivery. The group also put together
28 Easter baskets filled with candy, chocolate,
toys and games. The eggs and baskets were
assembled in the evening on Good Friday and
delivered the following morning to an
appreciative staff at St. Joseph’s.

TO DONATE FOOD
St. Joseph’s is always in need of the following

items: soups, canned vegetables, beans, fruit,
peanut butter, jelly, tuna fish, boxes of pasta,
pasta sauce, rice, cereal, shelf stable milk, and all
varieties of baby food and cereal.
They also need full size shampoo, conditioner,

soap, toothpaste, deodorant, disposable razors
(men’s and women’s), and disposable diapers,
especially sizes 3, 4, 5, and 6.
Donations are accepted during the following

hours: Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
St. Joseph’s is an independent, nonprofit

501©3 organization. If you’re interested in
joining St. Joseph’s team of volunteers, email:
volunteer@sjeliz.org or to send a donation, visit:
sjeliz.org/donate.html
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT: SJELIZ.ORG
Well wishes can be sent to Sr. Jacinta and Edie

in care of St. Joseph’s at: 118 Division Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201-2736; or via email
info@sjeliz.org.

(above) Cranford residents Rich and Amy
Wischusen delivered 1,260 colored Easter Eggs
to St. Joseph Social Service Center staff to be

distributed at the soup kitchen over the
Easter weekend.

(above, l-r) Edie Chaney; Sr. Jacinta Fernandes; Board of Trustees president 
and Cranford resident Harold Kessler, and his wife, also a trustee, Sharon Kessler.

We Accept: CASH
w y [ t 
and Personal Checks

CELEBRATING OUR 65TH YEAR

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

725 RAHWAY AVE - ELIZABETH
908-354-8533

Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; 
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sundays 

We carry a full selection of 
gas grills, refrigerators, washers, 

dryers, ranges, dishwashers, 
big screen TV’s and bedding.

FREE DELIVERY
SAVE MORE WITH ONLY

3 1/2% SALES TAX

$25 OFF FOR CRANFORD
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase of $299.00. must present this coupon 

at time of purchase. Offer Expires 6/10/18.

An Elizabeth 
Tradition
since 1949.
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Beyond DANCE
908-272-2522

123 N. Union Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey

Commercial Hip Hop
July 30th - August 3rd / 9:00am - 12:00pm

DISNEY ADVENTURES
June 25th - June 29th / 9:00am - 12:00pm

This one week of training in basic hip hop fundamentals, 
technique, and performance will include a dance video 
shoot on set with costumes and make up on the last day!
AGES 7 & UP Cost: $250

Hip Hop Fun-damentals
July 16th - July 20th / 9:00am - 12:00pm

Take a magical journey through music and dance with 
the Disney classics and your favorite characters. have 
your camper hang with mickey and the gang!
AGES 3 - 8 Cost: $250

Have a royal time with all your favorite Disney princesses!
Enjoy story-telling, dress up, and dancing along with
everyone's favorite princesses you know and love!
AGES 3 - 8 Cost: $250

PRINCESS PARADE
July 9th - July 13th / 9:00am - 12:00pm

Styles include popping, locking, breaking and of course 
lots of free-styling! great class for all levels to get 
introduced to the wide range of urban movement styles.
AGES 4 - 7 Cost: $250

SUMMER CAMPS

Register online at BEYONDDANCENJ.COM
*Please bring your own snack and drink each day


