
Published by Renna Media Issue 51 • February 2018

MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME 
AND BUSINESS IN CRANFORD
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Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice

. . . and everything in between, WE CAN HELP.

ARNOLD’S
PEST CONTROL

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062
ArnoldsPestControl.com

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

CALL
TODAY!

Barbara Zeckman
Realtor

Direct:
908-418-3503
Office: 908-233-5555
209 Central Ave,
Westfield, NJ
barbarazeckman.com
Email: Barbara.zeckman

@cbmoves.com

BRENNER AUTO ASSISTS IN RECYCLED RIDES FOR VETS
Benner’s Auto Body owner, Joe O’Neill, was

instrumental in getting cars donated to two
military veterans. The Cranford business
participated in Recycled Rides, a nationwide
community service project of the National Auto
Body Council. The organization coordinates the
efforts of insurers, collision repairers, paint
suppliers, and others to collaborate to repair and
donate vehicles to worthy recipients in need.
These were the second and third cars that
Benner’s assisted in. 
In this project Geico Insurance Company

donated two vehicles that were damaged in
accidents and were then in their purview. The
cars needed repair and O’Neill generously
donated the time and expertise of his staff to
repair the cars mechanically and cosmetically to
mint condition. 
When it came to finding the persons in need,

O’Neill got together with Geico manager Eric
Temkiewicz, and Supervisor Andrew Amaducci,
and reached out to Michael Boll of the New
Jersey Veterans Network, which is a group of
volunteers dedicated to helping our veterans and
their families live a better life. Their mission is
to identify veterans and connect them with
resources and programs designed to meet their
unique set of needs. (Find them online at
njvn.org).
The organization had two veterans who fit the

bill. One was Manuel Archilla, a Marine and
Desert Storm veteran. Archilla undergoes many
medical treatments and a reliable vehicle would
make it much easier for him to travel to his
treatment facilities. He received a 2016 Hyundai
Sonata.
The other recipient was Michael Cummings,

also a Marine and a veteran of Afghanistan.
While he was overseas, serving his country, his
car in Jersey City, New Jersey, was stolen and
impounded. The cost to get the now rotted car out
of the impound lot was exorbitant. This donation
is a great relief for transportation to and from
work and medical treatment. He drove away in a
2017 Hyundai Santa Fe.
The cars were presented to the recipients on

December 19, 2017, at Cranford Social Club

located on North Avenue in Cranford. O’Neill reached out to Dottie
Baniewicz of the Cranford Chamber of Commerce who coordinated with
the Police Department to have the two vehicles on display outside the
restaurant. She also secured media coverage. Photos of the presentation
ceremony can be found on RennaMedia.com and the Cranford Monthly
Facebook page. A video of the event can be found on Cranford’s cable
channel TV35 website cranfordtv35.viebit.com.
The presentation was part of a luncheon attended by the staff of Benner’s

and suppliers. In addition to donating the cars, $3000 was raised and
donated to the Fisher House Foundation, which builds comfort homes
where military and veteran’s families can stay free of charge, while a loved
one is in the hospital. The money was raised by selling Emergency Road
kits that were donated by AAA.
Benner’s Auto Body was founded in 1910. O’Neill, who has owned the

business since 2010 has a goal to reach out to a variety of different charities
and give back to the world outside of the body shop. He partnered with
numerous foundations in order to help the community. Information about
Benner’s history, services, and charitable initiatives can be found online at
bennersautobody.com

(above, front, l-r) Veterans Manuel Archival and Michael Cummings,
(back, l-r) Joe O’Neill, owner of Benner’s Auto Body, Eric Temkiewicz,
and Andrew Amaducci of Geico, and Michael Boll of the New Jersey
Veterans Network are flanked by Archilla’s 2016 Hyundai Sonata and

Cummings’ 2017 Hyundai Santa Fe.
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Advertise in this 
newspaper

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

9,800 papers
are printed 

monthly 
and mailed 

to every
household 

and business 
in Cranford. 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Non-Emergency Police ..........908-272-2222
Non-Emergency Fire..............908-709-7360
Non-Emergency First Aid......908-272-2222
Administrator .........................908-709-7205
Attorney .................................908-709-7200
Building and Construction.....908-709-7213
Clerk.......................................908-709-7210
Court Administrator ...............908-709-7242
Downtown Business &

Economic Development ....908-709-7208
Library ...................................908-709-7272
Engineer .................................908-709-7219
Health Inspector.....................908-709-7225
Judge ......................................908-709-7242
Prosecutor ..............................908-709-7242
Public Defender .....................908-709-7242
Public Works..........................908-709-7217
Recreation & Parks ................908-709-7283
Recycling ...............................908-709-7217
Registrar.................................908-709-7238
Swim Pool..............................908-709-7260
Tax Assessor...........................908-709-7211
TV 35 .....................................908-709-3995

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Did you or someone you know accomplish

something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your latest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Cranford Monthly your news!

Call: 908-858-4012
Fax: 908-709-9209

Email: editor@rennamedia.com

House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990

“Family care for newborns through 100”

CRANFORD KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
DONATES $5,000 TO MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE

On Tuesday, January 17th, 2018 the Cranford
Knights of Columbus donated $5,000 to the
Cranford Municipal Alliance from the proceeds
of the Council’s 2017 Annual Golf Outing.
This donation will sponsor an initiative with

the Cranford Police Department and Sgt. Matt
Nazarro to educate Cranford youth about the
dangers of alcohol and drug abuse and how to
prevent it in the Cranford community.

The Cranford Knights of Columbus is a
Catholic fraternal organization dedicated to four
core principles, Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and
Patriotism. We support many charities and civic
causes locally, state-wide, and nationally. We are
committed to be a viable part of our community.
For information about joining the Council,

please contact Membership Chair John Caprio at
732-306-5634 or visit www.cranfordknights.org.

(above, l-r) Grand Knight Wally Shackell presenting a ceremonial check to Cranford Municipal
Alliance Board Members Susan Wilson, Maryanne Mason, Amber Witt, and Brad Young.

FEBRUARY IS AMERICAN HEART MONTH
CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE IS THE #1 KILLER

IN OUR COUNTRY.  EVALUATING YOUR RISK IS SIMPLE

908-889-1900 • www.fwcnj.com

313 South Ave.
Suite 202

FANWOOD, NJ
------------------------

134 S. Euclid Ave.
WESTFIELD, NJ

A simple insurance covered cardiac/vascular evaluation will not only put your mind at ease 
but can also potentially uncover early stage disease which can most times be easily treated.

GIVE YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY THE GIFT OF LIFE.
Alan L. Kalischer, M.D., F.A.C.C.

Diplomate in Cardiovascular Disease • National Board of Echocardiography
Certification Board of Nuclear Cardiology • Registered Physician in Vascular Interpretation
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COLLEGE WOMEN'S CLUB OF CRANFORD
FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS

"Go Van Gogh!" will be the topic of Dr.
Michael Norris at the February 12, 2018 meeting
of the College Women's Club of Cranford.
Dr. Norris has a BA in classics from the

University of California at San Diego and an MA
in classics and a PhD in art history from the
University of California at Santa Barbara. He has
spent 20 years at the Cloisters Museum and the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and
has lectured in classical and medieval art, the
areas of his expertise, on trips all over the world.
He is the founder of Armchair Art Tours.
Vincent Van Gogh, pastor, and painter, has

produced more than 2000 works of art in his last
decade. As he had no children, he viewed his
paintings as his progeny. Dr. Norris will explore
some of these "Brilliant Children," especially
those at the Metropolitan Museum of Art with us
at this meeting.
The evening will begin at the First

Presbyterian Church, 11 Springfield Avenue in

Cranford, at 7 p.m. with refreshments followed
by the meeting and Dr. Norris' program. The
meeting is open to the public and all are invited
to attend.
The College Women's Club of Cranford invites

you to attend its first annual Scholar Tea on
Sunday, March 11, 2018. It will be held at Bates
Hall in the First Presbyterian Church on
Springfield Avenue in Cranford from 1 to 3 p.m.
An assortment of tea sandwiches and gourmet tea
will be provided along with a guest speaker who
will talk about the history of tea.
The Cake Artist Cafe will be catering the

sandwiches and desserts for the tea. All proceeds
from the Tea will be used for the Club's
scholarship fund which provides scholarships for
Cranford seniors who are pursuing a degree at a
college or university. 
Tickets are $30 per person. For ordering

information please email us at
CranfordCollegeClub@gmail.com.

Creations Hair & Spa

908-228-2339
331 South Avenue, Garwood NJ

Full Service Salon

Also offering: • Hair Botox 
Sugaring • Coloring • Facials

Gift certificates available.

VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL
10% OFF ANY SERVICE

With this coupon. Expires 3/1/18.

SWEET BASIL
All You Can Eat

Asian Fusion Cuisine 
Chinese-Sushi-Thai

1189 RARITAN RD
CLARK, NJ 07066
HOURS: Monday through Friday: 11am - 10pm

Saturday: 11:30am - 10pm / Sunday: 11:30am - 9:30pm

732.669.7673

BYOB

50% OFF SUSHI
TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY.
SweetBasilNJ.com

ALL YOU CAN EAT PRICE
Dinner: Weekday $19.99 • Weekend & Holiday $21.99

Children Under 10 $11.99 • Lunch: $16.99

FREE DELIVERY

PRIVATE PARTY ROOM
FOR UP TO 50 PEOPLE.
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The Only Restaurant in Union for Portuguese & Spanish cuisine.

908.687.7020
1252 Stuyvesant Avenue • Union, NJ

• Come try our signature sangria and specialty wines

• Come enjoy fresh seafood, the best cuts of meat, 
& a large selection of wine

• Come watch your favorite sports games 
in our bar area on 14 flat screen TVs

We offer a large hall for all 
types of parties including 
Christenings, birthdays, 

weddings & funeral repasts

BAR
RESTAURANT

WINERY

10% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK 

WITH THIS COUPON. 
Expires 3/10/18. 

CRANFORD NEIGHBORS MAKE 754 SANDWICHES FOR ST. JOSEPH’S
A small initiative grew into a massive

charitable event.
Neighbors, friends, and family gathered at

Rich and Amy Wishcusen’s family home in
Cranford, New Jersey, one cold Friday night in
January 2018, and made 754 sandwiches for
charity.
Amy drew inspiration from the company she

works for, LLI Advisory Group in Cranford. Each
month the company performs a community
minded activity. The staff volunteers their time to
a variety of activities for various charitable
organizations. Their latest effort was making
sandwiches for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center
in Elizabeth which operates a food bank and soup
kitchen.
Amy thought it would be a good idea to call a

few friends and offer the opportunity to make
donations of their own. The response was
overwhelming. Over two dozen neighbors,
friends, and family showed up to help assemble
sandwiches. Rich and Amy purchased a carload
of bread and vats of peanut butter and jelly.
Volunteers of all ages took a work station to
spread peanut butter or jelly, bag sandwiches and
keep the work stations supplied. Ham and cheese,
and tuna sandwiches were also made; bringing
the total number of sandwiches to 754. The
sandwiches were then delivered to St. Joseph’s in
Elizabeth.
Cranford families that joined the Wischusens

were: The Andelfingers, Chapmans,
Dreyer/Costellos, Iossos, Jones, McCues,
Padavanos, Pisanos, and Rennas.
LLI Advisory Group has a section on their

website, llicpa.com, called, “LLI Gives Back,”
where they document the charitable organizations
they have collaborated with. So far, these
organizations include: Holiday Cards for Active
Service Members, CASA of Union County, and
St. Joseph’s Social Service Center.
ABOUT ST. JOSEPH’S SOCIAL SERVICE CENTER
Since 1983, St. Joseph's has served the

materially poor and homeless community of
greater Elizabeth, New Jersey, by providing basic
human needs such as food, clothing, and
medications, as well as a wide range of services
and programs to help them acquire the material
goods and social services they need to live with
integrity. St. Joseph’s welcomes Donations.
The sandwich program is one of the many

ways that people can help St. Joseph’s. They
gratefully accept either bagged lunches or just
sandwiches. Donations are always welcome and
no appointment is necessary. If donations need to
be picked up, donors can make a request by email
at info@sjeliz.org.

GUIDE TO DONATING SANDWICHES
If you would like to make sandwiches in bulk

use the following guidelines:
Meat and Cheese: 1 lb. of meat and 1lb. of

cheese will generally make a loaf of bread’s
worth of sandwiches. Please do not put
condiments on the sandwiches.
Please individually wrap each sandwich and

then place the sandwich bags in the bag the bread
was in. This allows us to easily store the
sandwiches and freeze them if necessary.
Sandwiches are particularly needed later  in

the week. Bagged lunches should include a
sandwich, fruit, and drink.
Please be sure to sign the donation book when

you drop them off!

TO DONATE FOOD
St. Joseph’s is always in need of the following

items: soups, canned vegetables, beans, fruit,
peanut butter, jelly, tuna fish, boxes of pasta,
pasta sauce, rice, cereal, shelf stable milk, and all
varieties of baby food and cereal. 
They also need full size shampoo, conditioner,

soap, toothpaste, deodorant, disposable razors
(men’s and women’s), and disposable diapers,
especially sizes 3, 4, 5, and 6.
Donations are accepted during the following

hours: Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
TO DONATE CLOTHING AND HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
St. Joseph’s also accepts donations of new and

gently used clothing and small household items.
We respectfully request that any donated items
be in working or wearable condition. 

(above) Over two dozen Cranford neighbors gathered to make 754 sandwiches for 
St. Joseph’s Social Service Center.

Monday
11:30 am – 11 pm

Tuesday & Thursday
11:30 am – 11 pm
Friday & Saturday

11:30 am – 12:30 am
Sunday & Holidays
12:30 pm – 11 pm

Lun Wah
Restaurant & Tiki Bar

Chinese & Polynesian
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

908-245-0656
587 Raritan Road • Roselle, NJ 07203
(Corner of Wood Ave. and Raritan Rd.)

$10 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

OF $50 OR MORE
Can’t be combined with any other offer. Dine in only. 

Not valid on “Special Events.” Expires 3/6/18.

$6 Lunch Menu

Teacher Happy Hour
Every Thurs 3-7 pm
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com
BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

Serving

LOBSTER or CRAB LEGS

with other Special Items

Every Holiday

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 3/10/18.

$125 OFF
ADULT BUFFET

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 3/10/18.

$250 OFF
2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 3/10/18.

$500 OFF
4 ADULT
BUFFETS

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 3/10/18.

$10 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10......................$7.49
Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ...........................$7.99
Kids 7-10 .....................$5.99
Kids 3-6 .......................$3.99
2 & Under..................FREE!

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi. 

Most selection and top quality among all competitors. 
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi. 
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and 

confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together 
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood, 
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in 
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,

Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)
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558 RAHWAY AVENUE, UNION
(down the street from Comcast)

908-688-8884
Mon. - Fri. 6am - 6pm / Sat. 6:30am - 2pm

The Area’s Finest Sandwiches, Subs & Salads

$2 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

OF $12 OR MORE

$10 OFF
ANY CATERING JOB
OF $75 OR MORE

$20 OFF
ANY CATERING JOB
OF $150 OR MORE

$5 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

OF $25 OR MORE
Cozy Corner • 558 Rahway Ave, Union
With this coupon. Not valid with other 

offers. Offer expires 2/28/18.

Cozy Corner • 558 Rahway Ave, Union
With this coupon. Not valid with other 

offers. Offer expires 2/28/18.

Cozy Corner • 558 Rahway Ave, Union
With this coupon. Not valid with other 

offers. Offer expires 2/28/18.

Cozy Corner • 558 Rahway Ave, Union
With this coupon. Not valid with other 

offers. Offer expires 2/28/18.

www.cozycornerdeli.net (for catering menu)

DOWNLOAD
OUR NEW
MONEY

SAVING APP

Serving Our Community For Over 25 Years
3-6 Foot Subs & Party Platters Available

Call Ahead For Quick Pick-Up or Delivery

NOW PARTNERING 
WITH UBER EATS 

FOR DELIVERY SERVICE.

‘CRIMES OF THE HEART’ OPENING IN FEBRUARY AT CDC THEATRE
Beth Henley’s ‘Crimes of The Heart’ will be

the first production of 2018 at CDC Theatre in
Cranford. Warm-hearted, irreverent, zany, and
brilliantly imaginative, this black comedy
examines the plight of three young Mississippi
sisters betrayed by their passions.
In the CDC Theatre production Maeve Brady,

Rebecca Dolan, and Katherine Brown are the
three MaGrath sisters and each offered some
insights into the production. “I’m so thankful to
have found a wonderful theatre community such
as CDC Theatre.” said Katherine Brown who is
preparing to appear as Babe, the youngster sister
who is facing trial for having shot her husband.
“‘Crimes of The Heart’ appealed to me because
the cast is so small and the audience can really
get to know the characters. Each sister is in a

different part of her life, and faces different
challenges, but they all come together as a family
to confront them. As the youngest sister, I feel
Babe looks to her older sisters for support and for
validation of her choices. She has had some hard
times but strives to stand up and survive. She is
stronger than she seems. I hope to bring some
humor and humanity into this challenging role. I
am excited to open the show and share Babe’s
story.“
Rebecca Dolan steps into the role of Meg, the

self-centered middle sister who ran away to
Hollywood. “CDC was where I began to love
theatre,” Rebecca shared recently. “My first show
here was The ‘Miracle Worker’ when I was 11. I
was an acting major at Marymount and have
worked at Paper Mill, George Street Playhouse,

& Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey. After
earning Masters in Drama Therapy at NYU, I
worked as a clinician in inpatient psychiatry. I
currently work with a non-profit in the city called
Enact, where we use theatre and drama therapy
in NYC classrooms to provide trauma-informed
social-emotional learning. I auditioned for this
play because I was drawn to the concept of how
these sisters have lived through trauma and
difficult times, but are coming back together and
figuring out how to survive and move forward.
Meg's story of returning home after a long time
away and facing what she left there resonates
with me personally and I know it will with our
audience. It's lovely to be in a space where people
devote their time to theatre simply because they
love it.”
Maeve Brady “returns” to CDC Theatre in the

role of Lenny, the oldest sister who has sacrificed
her life to care for the grandfather who raised
them. ” I was in third grade the last time I
performed on the CDC stage and I am so glad to
be back! Between now and then I got a degree
from Princeton where I had some of the best
theatrical experiences of my life. These included
helping to run a Summer Stock company where
I first worked on ‘Crimes of the Heart’, also as
Lenny. I am so excited to be able to do this play
again. Character driven dramas are my favorite
and these characters are definitely dealing with
their fair share of drama. What really makes this
play special is how the sisters are able to find
moments of joy as they come together again. As
an actor, navigating the changing relationships in
the midst of all of the history these sisters have
with each other is the best type of challenge.”
Rounding out the rest of the cast are Danielle

Mastropiero as Chick, Joe Leo as Doc, and Zach
Mazout as Barnette. The production will run from
February 16 through the 24th and details and
tickets can be found by visiting cdctheatre.org.
CDC Theatre, New Jersey’s oldest continuously
producing community theatre is located at 78
Winans Avenue in Cranford.

(above) The cast of Crimes of the Heart (l-r) Danielle Mastropiero, Joe Leo, Rebecca Dolan,
Maeve Brady, Katherine Brown, Zach Mazout.
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four heavy cruisers and 11 light cruisers as anti-
aircraft support vessels, 57 destroyers and 1,425
bomber/fighters. It was clear the Navy was
serious about this special mission. The attacks on
Formosa commenced on October 10 and
continued through the 20th.
On the evening of Friday the thirteenth -- after

three days of bombardment by the big guns of
American destroyers and repeated air strikes -- a
Japanese attack squadron of 30 planes flew below
radar coverage setting out to defend their island.
These bombers were Mitsubishi G4m and
Yokosuka P1Y Frances, T-Buntai' torpedo
bombers. More than 20 were downed by naval
anti-aircraft fire. Ten bombers got past most of
the perimeter defenses and were able to attack the
aircraft carriers directly. These dual engine T-
Buntai' planes were a secret weapon being held
back by the Japanese to surprise the American
Task Group at a strategic moment in the war. The
torpedoes were controlled by a radio wave too
low to be detected by the allied forces. Six remote
controlled torpedoes were launched and aimed at
the carriers. Luckily the violent seas caused five
torpedoes to miss their marks, either going off
course or going too deep underneath the carriers.
One however missed the aircraft carrier Franklin
and struck the Canberra just below the water line
and its armor belt. A jagged hole 55’ x 140’ was
blown into the engine room, killing 23 of the
nearly 1750 men on board. Of those killed in
action that day, Ensign Goodman was the only
officer. Within one week General Electric
engineers developed a blocking device which
rendered future use of the T-Buntai ineffective.
Nevertheless, the battle was one-sided, as the
Americans had air superiority due to better

MEET ENSIGN HOWARD GOODMAN, ENGINEERING OFFICER,
ONE OF CRANFORD’S 86 HOMETOWN HEROES.

By Don Sweeney with Lt. Col. Steven Glazer (Ret.), Cranford Historical Society

On Memorial Day 2016 the idea of telling the
stories and introducing the faces of our Cranford
Hometown Heroes came to me. One of the first
stories was told to me by my neighbor Mary
Roberts and her family. Mary’s uncle, James
"Jimmy" Roberts, was a casualty of World War
II while serving on the heavy cruiser USS
Canberra (CA-70) in the waters off Formosa,
now known as Taiwan. The story we previously
shared here told of a brotherhood of three
Cranford High School graduates, Jimmy, Joe
Griffin, and Bob Greco, who left for war before
their formal graduation ceremony, later serving
together at sea. What I didn’t know until later was
that Jimmy Roberts wasn’t the only Cranford
Hometown Hero killed on that Friday the 13th in
October 1944.
While working on story number five, about

William Asa Hale, a graduate of Stevens Institute
of Technology, we stumbled upon a full list of
Stevens students who made the ultimate sacrifice
for their country. On that list was Ensign Howard
Evans Goodman of Cranford, along with the date
October 13, 1944. The "coincidence" caught our
attention. Upon further research we found he too
was on the Canberra. I immediately called Mary
Roberts and asked if she had heard anything
about another Cranford sailor on the ship with her
uncle, who perished on that same day. She said
she hadn’t, but would ask her family. It seems
that they did indeed know about Ensign
Goodman, but it wasn’t until well after the
memorial services for their loved one that they
read Goodman's story in the Cranford Chronicle.
She simply said that they heard Goodman wasn’t
on the ship long and her Uncle Jimmy didn’t
really know him.
The article from the Cranford Chronicle was

mentioned in a book by prominent Cranford
historian Bob Fridlington and uncovered by
Steve Glazer. The book and the article confirmed
the fateful circumstances. Fridlington's book had
a vintage photograph of Fireman 1st Class Bob
Greco and a brief retelling of the story of the four
young Cranford men and their time together on
the Canberra. Greco and Griffin had been amazed
to learn from their hometown newspaper that
another local man, Ensign Howard Goodman,
was a shipmate who also died in the attack.
According to the article, Goodman had only been
on the Canberra for several weeks before giving
his life for his ship and her crew. Maybe it is just
as well that we can now tell his story and
introduce his face. 
Howard Goodman, like many Cranford

residents, was born in Bayonne. He moved to
Cranford in 1922 at the age of 4. He and his
family were members of Trinity Episcopal
Church. While in Cranford High, he held a
student government office each year and was
elected president of his senior class. He was a
member of the National Honor Society,
Mathematics Club, Latin Club, Foreign Affairs
Club, and served as Art Editor of the Golden C.
His classmates voted him “the boy who had done

the most for his class” and “the most industrious
student." He graduated with the class of 1935 and
then attended Colby College in Maine for one
year before transferring to Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken. After graduating with
honors from Stevens in 1940, he was employed
by General Electric Co. as a turbine engineer in
Lynn, Mass., a premium job placement for a
graduating senior.
In April 1944, after four years with General

Electric, Howard volunteered for service with the
U.S. Navy, receiving his eight-week
indoctrination course at Princeton University,
where he was commissioned an ensign. He left
for San Francisco on August 2, 1944, for a
"special mission" in the Pacific Theater. In early
October 1944 he was placed on the Canberra off
the coast of China.
It would seem the special mission the newly

minted ensign was being trained for was the
attack on Formosa. The island’s airfields were the
source of continuous sorties on the Allied
positions on land and sea. Elimination of the
source could change the outcome of the war in
the South Pacific. It was from Formosa that the
first kamikaze attacks originated. And it was the
location of the largest concentration of Japanese
aircraft in the region. Admiral William "Bull"
Halsey, commander of the U.S. Navy's 3rd Fleet,
had moved his Task Force 38, the largest
collection of naval battle hardware in the Pacific,
to the waters off the coast of Formosa. Halsey --
a native of Elizabeth, NJ -- planned to destroy
these airfields and the hundreds of attack aircraft
based there. The enormity of the American naval
might collected there was reported to be 17
aircraft carriers (nicknamed “Murderers' Row”),

(above) Ensign Howard E. Goodman(above) Stevens Graduation Portrait
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equipment and training. With the Japanese air
corps devastated, their ability to defend the
Okinawa Islands in the upcoming campaign was
compromised. Over 10 days of sustained warfare,
the Japanese lost numerous ships and
approximately 500 aircraft, almost their entire air
strength in the area (with American losses
amounting to 89 aircraft and two heavy cruisers).
The Canberra and the USS Houston were
damaged but not sunk. The battle of Formosa was
a great victory at sea and instrumental in our
strategic success at the later battle of Leyte Gulf
off the Philippine Islands on October 23-26,
1944. It was said by many to be the largest and
most fierce naval battle of WW2, some said of all
time.
Steve Glazer remarkably was able to locate a

surviving crew member of the Canberra crew and
interview him on the phone. John Chenoweth, 93
years old, gave us a first-hand report about the
battle and Ensign Goodman, who he remembered
vividly. He described Goodman’s grand entrance
onto the Canberra just 10 days before the battle
that took his life. He was brought on board from
the USS Santa Fe in an open sea procedure called
"highlining." While the two ships were moving
in open seas, a cable car of sorts was created and
Ensign Goodman was transported from one ship
to another. It must have been something to see.
Mr. Chenoweth told us that Ensign Goodman was
an engineering officer working in the engine
room that night. That is consistent with the story
of James Roberts.
Howard Goodman was originally interred on

Manus Island in Papua New Guinea, where the
Canberra put in for repairs. However, like so
many others lost in battle on distant seas and
hostile shores during the war, the young man's
remains were not returned home until years later.

DID YOU KNOW ONE OF THE CRANFORD 86? You can email us with any information 
NJVFWPOWMIA@gmail.com or call Don Sweeney 908-447-6511.

HOWARD GOODMAN (continued)

(above) A formerly classified photo of the
damage caused by the torpedo attack on 

The USS Canberra.

(above) Ensign Howard Evans Goodman’s
footstone at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

(above) Bob Greco was the veteran that read
the names of the WW2 honor roll for years on
Memorial Day. He said as he read the names
he saw the faces. It was that thought that has
inspired the Cranford 86 Hometown hero

project. He was aboard the USS Canberra with
Ens. Howard Goodman and James Roberts.

(above) The USS Canberra as it looked on Friday the 13th, 1944.

In 1948, he was buried in Fairview Cemetery,
only a short walk from 39 Spruce Street, where
he grew up in town. The Hometown Hero was
awarded the Purple Heart and Asiatic medals for
making the supreme sacrifice at age 27.
Every month as we collect the details to create

a new Hometown Hero story, I find myself
getting emotionally attached to the life of each of
these young men. This month is no different.
Reading the 1987 obituary of Goodman's 95-
year-old mom, and the loving attachment
mentioned there that was broken by the untimely
death of her first-born child almost a half century
earlier, had me thinking about how my wife and
I might have been affected under similar
circumstances. Our son, as was Howard
Goodman, is an engineering student at Stevens
Institute of Technology and will hopefully soon
land that prestigious dream job and start a life and
family of his own. If times were to change and
war was again calling young men to service, we
could be a family just like the Goodmans. It’s
feelings such as these that drive me to complete
as many stories of the Cranford 86 as we can.
Watch each month on our Facebook page at
cranford86, or on rennamedia.com in the
Cranford86 file. 
Ensign Howard E. Goodman was a great

American and one of our Cranford 86 Hometown
Heroes.

(above) USS Canberra on christening and
launching day April 19, 1943.

(above) A plaque that hung on the wall of the
USS Canberra until its decommission in 1970.

(above) Aerial T-Buntai' torpedoes that were
dropped from aircraft during the battle of

Formosa.

(above) The 3rd Fleet’s Task 38 nicknamed
‘Murderers Row”
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IT’S TIME FOR NEW DENTURES!
If your dentures …
• Are loose
• Over 5 years old
• Have been repaired 
many times

Or …
• You would like to improve your smile
Then call today for an appointment!
• The doctors at Dentalcare associates
will provide all your denture needs.

• 1 HOUR DENTURE REPAIRS
• 3 HOUR LAB RELINES

• LABORATORY ON PREMISES
All repairs schedule permitting

Ask about Implant
supported dentures

*Reg. 2050-$2295 per arch Add’l fees 
may be incurred. Present this ad. Not 

valid with other offers. Dr. R. Scalera Jr,
Director.  Expires 2/28/18 RM

SAVE
$500

UPPER & LOWER
DENTURES*

Most Insurances Accepted
Interest Free Financing

908-322-7800
567 Park Ave.,Scotch Plains NJ
www.njdentalcare.com/dentures

908.756.8000 • www.HamrahRug.com
210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

• Price Match Guarantee
• Self-Service Pet Wash
• Leashed Pets Welcome
• Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

908.789.8509
119 South Ave • Garwood, NJ

(In the old Marty's Shoe Store location)

Open 7 days a week!
Mon-Sat.: 9am - 9pm / Sun: 10am - 7pm

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 
10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE

Valid thru 2/28/18

THIRD ANNUAL CFEE TEAM TRIVIA NIGHT
Approximately 400 teachers, parents, and

community members will test their wits for a
great cause at the 3rd Annual Cranford Fund for
Educational Excellence (CFEE) Team Trivia
Night on February 24, 2018 at the Kenilworth
VFW, 33 South 21st Street. Approximately 40
teams of roughly 10 people apiece will compete
to answer questions about sports, history, science,
social studies, and other topics.
Funds raised by CFEE go directly toward

innovative educational grants written by teachers
or administrators that impact and advance teacher
instruction and student learning in the Cranford
Public Schools. Last year, CFEE awarded nearly
$23,000 in grants to fund innovative classroom
projects in the Cranford public schools. The
grants brought new resources to students at all
levels—from kindergarten through high school—
and across subjects, from science and literacy, to
math and music.

To learn more about applying for a CFEE grant
for your classroom before the March 15 deadline,
or to helf support the important work of CFEE,
visit www.cranfordfund.org.

(above) #teamherning showed their community
spirit at the 2017 Trivia Night, wearing

“Straight Outta Cranford” tees.

(above) The 2017 winning team, Cranford Newcomers 1, wears their “thinking caps”.
Cranford Newcomers 1 Team Captains: Abbie and Chris Signore. Members: 

Claire & Ryan Cooper; Jen & Chris Lenza; Beth & Shaun Rees; and Chris & Matt Delre.
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OBLACHINSKI AND POLYVIOU TO BE HONORED BY UC BASEBALL ASSOC
MLB Umpire Phil Cuzzi to Speak at Hot Stove Dinner -Sunday February 11, 2018

The Union County Baseball Association is
proud to announce that the special guest speaker
for this year’s Hot Stove League awards event
will be Major League umpire and New Jersey
native, Phil Cuzzi. The UCBA will induct four
new members into the Union County Baseball
Hall of Fame and honor local athletes at the
organization’s 82nd annual Hot Stove League
awards dinner on Sunday, February 11, 2018
beginning at 1:00 p.m. at The Gran Centurions in
Clark, New Jersey.
The special guest speaker will be Phil Cuzzi of

Nutley, a Major League umpire for 22 seasons,
who worked behind the plate in Game One of the
2017 World Series.
The four new Hall of Famers are Bill Feehan,

a longtime firefighter for the City of Elizabeth,
who played for Roselle Catholic High School and
helped Kean College win two ECAC
championships; Jack Goldberg, a First Team All-
State slugger for the Union High School Farmers,
who later played in the minors for the Atlanta
Braves; Ernie Hoffer of Linden, a three-sport
athlete who earned All-County and All-State
honors in 1960 and 1961 as a third baseman; and
Curt Wallace, who distinguished himself as a
hitter at Edison Tech in Elizabeth and in inter-
county leagues before going on to play, manage,
instruct and scout in six countries.
Outstanding athletes from throughout Union

County also will be honored at the afternoon
awards ceremonies on February 11 for their
accomplishments in high school, college, and

other leagues. Among the honorees will be
teammates Shannon Brogan and Gianna
Randazza of Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark, who will share the Banyasz Brothers
Award for most valuable scholastic softball
players; Brian Oblachinski of Cranford, who will
receive the Edward R. Cooper Award for
outstanding high school baseball player; Katarina
Polyviou of Cranford, who will receive the
Joseph R. Lombardi Award for outstanding
female athlete; and Nate Roe of Plainfield, who
will receive the Chris Zusi Award for outstanding
male athlete.
Shannon Brogan finished her high school

softball career at ALJ with a .425 batting average
and 152 hits. At shortstop, she helped lead the
Crusaders to the Union County championship in
2016 and a return trip to the tournament in 2017.
She now plays for Moravian College.
Brian Oblachinski was a stellar shortstop and

leadoff hitter for the Cranford High School
Cougars last year. He posted a .396 batting
average with 33 runs scored and only eight strike
outs. Brian stole 15 bases in 15 attempts. He now
plays for Montclair State University.
Katarina Polyviou is a standout two-sport

player at DeSales University. In May, she was
named to the All-MAC Freedom Second Team in
lacrosse. In the fall, she was named to the All-
MAC Freedom First Team in field hockey and
she was profiled in Sports Illustrated’s “Faces in
the Crowd” feature.
Gianna Randazza, three-time Union County

Player of the Year, graduated as ALJ’s all-time
leader in hits (192), runs batted in (179), runs
scored (140), triples (17), and home runs (26);
and as a pitcher, wins (59), strikeouts (532), and
no hitters (5). Gianna now plays for Boston
College.
Nathaniel Roe enjoyed his best season on the

pitching mound as a 2017 Atlantic League All-
Star with the New Britain Bees. A Rutgers grad,
Nate finished the year with a 7-6 record, one save
and 60 strikeouts in 79 innings, primarily in
relief, after spending the offseason in the
Australian Baseball League.
Tickets for the 82nd annual Hot Stove League

awards dinner may be purchased online at
www.UCBA-NJ.org. For more information call
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Family Owned And Operated Since 1952
We Pride Ourselves In Customer Service and Loyalty.

Custom Design and Remounting • Jewelry and Watch Repairs • Appraisals.

Fine Quality Jewelry at Affordable Prices
908-272-4177• DemaioJewelers.com

608 BOULEVARD, KENILWORTH 

DeMaio Jewelers
Style, Selection, Service

Now Through Valentine's Day!
30% OFF Retail On All Jewelry • 20-30% OFF All Watches

KEVIN MAHONEY RECIPIENT OF DR. KING AWARD
On Thursday, January 18, 2018 the Cranford

Clergy Council and the Interfaith Human
Relations Committee presented Cranford resident
and St. Michaels Church member Kevin
Mahoney with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Award for Civil and Human Rights.
Mahoney was nominated by executive director

Linda Flores-Tober of the Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless, Bernadette Murphy of St.
Joseph Social Service Center, and Geleen
Donovan of Family Promise. Collectively, they
define Mahoney as a person of incredible
compassion, genuine love for all people, and
concern for their welfare. He so selflessly
volunteers with several organizations that the
three organizations decided to submit this
nomination together. “It is a testament to Kevin
that the relationships he forms among the poor
and homeless and those who help them builds

community just by his presence and caring,”
states Cindy Hannen of the Cranford Clergy
Council. 
In addition to countless hours of volunteer

work for the Elizabeth Coalition, Family
Promise, and St. Joseph's, Kevin is also a
dedicated volunteer at Roselle Catholic High
School. In his spare time, he is often found
helping to renovate a lighthouse off of Staten
Island with the Noble Maritime Collection.
ABOUT THE CLERGY COUNCIL OF

CRANFORD: The Clergy Council of Cranford
consists of members from all houses of worship
in Cranford, and Osceola Church in Clark. The
group has sponsored anti-bullying events, service
days, and interfaith religious services. To learn
more about Clergy Council of Cranford, contact
Cindy Hannen at cindy@patwin.com, or call her
at 908-272-9133.

UNIVERSITY OF
DELAWARE DEAN'S LIST 

The following students from Cranford have
been named to the University of Delaware Dean's
List for the Fall 2017 semester: Leigh Abramson,
Laura Brink, Taylor Schomp, Brian Stapleton,
Marissa Dankosky, Brian Rubin, James Pipala,
Brittany Hogan, David Fonseca, Julia Schork,
Erin Readie, Ava Laverty, and Zachary Roy.
To meet eligibility requirements for the Dean's

List, a student must be enrolled full-time and earn
a GPA of 3.33 or above (on a 4.0 scale) for the
semester.

Kathleen Gwaldis

Call for a FREE Market Analysis Today!

(908) 400-8409 Weichert President’s Club
Office 973-467-7391

505 Millburn Avenue, Short Hills, NJ 07078

EXPERIENCE, COMMITMENT 
INTEGRITY, RESULTS
Full-Service Realtor for 31 years. 

CRANFORD SPECIALIST.
Realtor Associate

ALL PIPES
Plumbing

Heating and
Air Conditioning

Master Plumber Lic. #12951

Located in
Cranford, NJ

Joe Neglio

908-499-9092

Bonded &
Insured

During the fall season our student athletes and
coaches have captured numerous championships. 
Gymnastics won the Union County Title for

the second consecutive year as Bee Iosso was the
All-Around County Champion and Kelly
McAuliffe was the County Champion on the
Balance Beam. The teams also won a Conference
Title and set a school record for an overall meet
point total.

FALL SPORTS CHAMPS
Field Hockey team captured its first Divisional

Title since 1989. 
Boys Soccer team also won a Conference

Divisional Championship as the JV Boys Soccer
team won the Union County Title. 
Senior Gordon Graceffo signed his National

Letter of Intent on November 13th, 2017 to play
baseball at Villanova University.

'OLMSTED BY DESIGN!' AT COMMUNITY CENTER
Please join the Hanson Park Conservancy on

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 at 7 p.m. at the
Cranford Community Center, for a first-person,
dramatic presentation, “Olmsted By Design!”
with Kirk R. Brown costumed and acting as
Frederick Law Olmsted, father of landscape
architecture. Olmsted created cities out of the
American wilderness and began a conservation
movement still challenging the world today. He
believed parks improve our society by building a
sense of community and a place for recreation.
Olmsted helped create Central Park and Prospect

Park in NYC, but of special interest will be the
many projects that Olmsted created in the Garden
State. His landscape architecture helped shape a
nation and Mr. Brown will bring us along for the
ride!
The Cranford Community Center is located at

220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford. The program is
free and open to the public. 
No registration is required, but seating is

available on a first-come, first-serve basis. For
more information please go to our website,
hansonparkconservancy.com.
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We Accept: CASH
w y [ t 
and Personal Checks

CELEBRATING OUR 65TH YEAR

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

725 RAHWAY AVE - ELIZABETH
908-354-8533

Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; 
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sundays 

We carry a full selection of 
gas grills, refrigerators, washers, 

dryers, ranges, dishwashers, 
big screen TV’s and bedding.

FREE DELIVERY
SAVE MORE WITH ONLY

3 1/2% SALES TAX

$25 OFF FOR KENILWORTH
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase of $299.00. must present this coupon 

at time of purchase. Offer Expires 3/10/18.

An Elizabeth 
Tradition
since 1949.

(above) Ladies Night Out 2017.

FREE THEATER PROJECT AT CRANFORD
COMMUNITY CENTER

The Theater Project will present a staged,
script-in-hand reading of an original play from its
Playwrights Workshop, including a discussion
between the audience and the author, on
Saturday, February 10, 2018, at 2 p.m. in the
Cranford Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
Headquartered at the Burgdorff Center in

Maplewood, The Theater Project is an acclaimed
professional theater group and the winner of two

New Jersey Tony Awards.
The program is sponsored by the Friends of the

Cranford Public Library. Admission is free and
all are welcome. For information about the
Cranford Public Library, the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library, and other upcoming
events, visit the Cranford Public Library page at
cranfordlibrary.org. For information about The
Theater Project, visit their page at
thetheaterproject.org.

KIDZ KLUB SUMMER DAY CAMP
Members of Cranford Pool and Fitness Center

may enroll children members in Kidz Klub, a
weekly summer day camp, running from June 18
to August 24, 2018. The Klub emphasizes
outdoor play, pool activities, arts & crafts, as well
as a weekly bus trip. Enrollment is for children
5- to 12-years-old, with options for early (7 a.m.)
drop-off and late (6:30 p.m.) pick up. The Kidz
Klub runs for 10 weeks but you may enroll for 1-
3 weeks, 4-6 weeks or 7-10 weeks.
Registration for summer pool memberships is

open to residents and non-residents, starts March
1, 2018 and must be completed before registering
for the Kidz Klub. Registration packets are
available either in the Fitness Center at 401
Centennial Avenue or on-line at
cranfordnj.org/pool-fitness-center/pages/forms,
starting Feb. 12. Registration will begin March 1,
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., and must
be done in person, as space is limited. For
additional hours or more information, please call
Sally at 908-709-7260 ext. 2307.

LADIES' NIGHT OUT - MARCH 15TH
Project Home of Cranford is happy to

announce that our annual Ladies' Night Out will
be held on Thursday March 15, 2018 at 6:00 pm
at the Westwood, 438 North Ave, Garwood. The
evening includes a sit-down dinner (including
wine), a tricky tray auction with a large variety
of items and an overall great evening of
socializing. All the profits from this event will go
to help Cranford Family Care, a local charity that
assists Cranford families in need.
Ladies Night Out is a perfect opportunity to

catch up with friends and to help a local
organization whose mission is to help Cranford
residents who are in danger of losing their homes
due to crisis.
For over 25 years Project Home of Cranford,

a 501(c)3 charity has been working through

Cranford Family Care to keep Cranford families
in their homes. Ladies' Night Out is a very
popular event that regularly attracts over 300
women, and can be the perfect opportunity for
merchants to advertise their businesses.
Unfortunately funding to Family Care from

other sources has been reduced making our
fundraising efforts critical and we find ourselves
in need of sponsors for the event.
If you would like to participate, enquire about

the tickets for Ladies' Night Out or just find out
more about Project Home and our mission please
email us at:
info@cranfordprojecthome.org, 
visit us at cranfordprojecthome.org
and Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/ProjectHomeOfCranford
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The Cranford Area Chamber of Commerce unites and 
energizes the business community to improve members’ 

success by providing networking, educational opportunities, 
encouraging business and community development.

CRANFORD CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE EVENTS

FEBRUARY 2018 EVENTS

cranfordchamber@comcast.net
cranford.com/chamber • 908 272 6114

8 Springfield Avenue • Cranford, NJ 07016

Cranford Connections Over Coffee
Thursday - February 15th - 8am -10am

Homewood Suites by Hilton
2 Jackson Drive -Cranford, N.J.

$25 Members/$35 Future Members
Light Breakfast Included

Moderated by Jon Best, expert business advisor
from Winner's Edge Business Coaching, LLC.

RSVP to: cranford.com/chamber or call
908 272 6114

Breakfast with Cranford's Mayor
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.

Wednesday - February 21st - 8:00am
Join us to hear the Mayor speak on
2017 in review and 2018 goals.

Atria Senior Living
10 Jackson Drive - Cranford, N.J.
$15 Members/$20 Future Members

RSVP To: cranford.com/chamber or call
908 272 6114

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

EXPERIENCED HELP WANTED

Lic. #
13VH06601300

(908) 202-1702 CELL
(908) 301-2046  DIRECT LINE
(973) 387- 4457 EFAX
(908) 233-5555 EXT: 117 OFFICE
elizabeth.bataille@coldwellbankermoves.com

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
to digital files & DVD
• Video Tape Transfers
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
• Audio Cassette to CD
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD
• LP to CD
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
• Foreign Conversions

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary

COPING WITH MENTAL ILLNESS
Are you feeling stressed and alone in trying to

cope with the effect of a loved one’s mental
Illness?
The Union County affiliate of NAMI/National

Alliance on Mental Illness offers monthly peer
led group meetings to support those who care for
a loved one who struggles with a mental health
issue. Join the discussion and perhaps gain

insight from others facing similar challenges.
The NAMI Union County Family Support

Group meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of
every month, 7:30-9:00 p.m., at the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford, 11 Springfield
Ave., Cranford, NJ. In case of inclement weather
please call 908-233-1628 or email
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Munsee                 District
Boy Scout Chess Tournament

Open to all registered Boy Scouts/Venturers/Explorers.
Non-scouts welcomed!

Saturday, February 24, 2018
10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Sign-in/setup starts at 9:00 am

Cranford Community Center
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ • 908.709.7283

Registration is $12 • Note: this is a non-rated tournament.
Non-scouts (under 18 only) can register by calling Joe Renna at 908-447-1295.

Scouts can use Patriots' Path Council Munsee District Double Knot link 
to register on-line at ppbsa.doubleknot.com/event/2300308

Scouts can email Will Adams at Will.adams@scouting.org for more info.

Trophies awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place finishers.
Lunch will be provided for all players and fans. 

This tournament meets the 6a requirement for earning a Chess merit badge.

5th
Annual

2018 Sponsored by
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WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 3/10/18.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall 

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing
Electrical - Interior & Exterior Painting

848-218-6419

Interior • Exterior
Wall Paper Removal

Free Estimates

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER
CDL to transport students, AM & PM.

CDL training available.
SCHOOL BUS AIDE

Monitor students to and from school, AM & PM.
EOE. Ask for: Mr. Charles

800-675-9522 • 732-388-9522

HELP WANTED

TRANSPORTATION CARE
35 Walnut Ave Clark, NJ

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced
out of work, with compensation back to the
homeowner for signed release.

UGLY HOMES WANTED
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM

IN THIS AREA

CALL 1-800-281-1582
Ask for TV Project Department,
for job evaluation and estimate

of cost and compensations!
Serious lnquiries Please!

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ

One bedroom now available at $1414,
heat & hot water included.

Conveniently located in residential area.
908.789.9198

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.
Income Tax Preparation & Planning • Business Accounting
Services • Business Consulting • Quickbooks Consulting

Se Habla Español

908-939-8070
Fax: 908-379-8785

www.lamelacpa.com
mike@lamelacpa.com

210 Haven Avenue, Suite 161
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

FOR CRANFORD OFFICE. 
Approximately 4 Hours 

Mon-Fri, 10 a.m to 2 p.m.

Applicant should have Microsoft Office experience, 
be able to Email, Scan, and Fax Documents, and 

provide Customer Service utilizing the office phones.

Call: 908-967-6030

CRANFORD FIREFIGHTERS TO COMPETE IN FOOD COMPETITION
On Monday, February 26, 2018, Cranford

firefighters will join with firefighters from around
New Jersey to compete at the Cooked and
Uncorked Food and Wine Festival benefiting the
New Jersey State Firefighter’s Mutual
Benevolent Association and the St. Barnabas
Burn Center/Foundation.
The competition is part of the culinary

extravaganza where attendees will be able to
experience the tastes and flavors of more than 30
of New Jersey’s finest restaurants, caterers and
dessert shops all in one location. There will also
be 30 tables offering all types of beverages for
tasting. This event, which draws people from
throughout the state, will be held at the Pines
Manor located on Rt 27 in Edison, New Jersey,
from 6 to 9 p.m. 
The “Ultimate Firefighter Cookoff” will be an

integral part of the evening.
The New Brunswick, Clifton, Bayonne, South

Orange, Roselle, Morristown, Trenton, Nutley,
and Hamilton Fire Departments are competing in

the Gourmet Cooking Category. 
Cranford, Belleville, Maplewood, Montclair,

Carteret, Union, Paterson, Westfield, Hillside,
Long Branch and Plainfield Fire Departments
will compete in the “Firehouse Cooking”
category.
New this year will be the Rahway, Local 500

(retirees), Elizabeth, Linden, and Harrison Fire
Departments competing in the dessert category.
Some of the judges will be, Shelli Sonstein -

104.3 radio, Tony Caputo - Channel 12, Bart
Oates – NY Giants, Mike Murphy – NY Giants,
David Diehl – NY Giants, Kara Decker – Head
Chef 100 Steps Restaurant, Joe Mastrella –
Executive Chef Luciano’s restaurant, Mike
Christensen – Pinnacle Foods, Darius Peacock –
two-time Chopped Champion, GiGi and Nicole
Gallodoro – GiGI Cupcakes, AJ Fusco – Chef
and Firefighter Harrison NY, Christian Coughlin
– District manager for Kona Grill, Mariso
Esteves – Owner of Cake on Heels, Tom
Coughlin – CEO of Bayonne Community Bank,

and Lou Healey, CFO of Allied Beverage. Others
will be added.
If you are looking for an entertaining evening

of great food and wine, don’t miss this event.
Tickets are $60 in advance and $65 at the door.
Visit www.cookedanduncorked.com to view
participating restaurants, wine/spirits, our
celebrity judges and for more information.
Tickets can be obtained on the website or by
calling 732-499-9250.

Laundry Delivery Service: Fresh and
Clean Laundry Delivered to your Door

CALL TO SCHEDULE A
LAUNDRY PICKUP TODAY:

908-789-6402
WASH & FOLD DROP OFF SERVICE:

Mon - Fri, 8:00 am – 7:00 pm;
Sat - Sun 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Wash & fold delivery price: $1.50/lb.
SELF-SERVICE:

Open 24 hrs/7 days a week
92 NORTH AVE., GARWOOD, NJ 

GARWOOD
LAUNDROMAT
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CRANFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016 • Phone: 908-709-7272 • Email: library@cranfordnj.org • Web: cranford.com/library

Hour: Monday to Wednesday, 10:00a.m. to 9:00p.m., Thursday and Friday, 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m., and Saturday, 10:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.

WINTER STORY
The Cranford Public Library’s winter story

time session will continue through March 22,
2018. Preschool children ages 3 to 5 are invited
to join us on Monday mornings, 2-year-olds have
a story time of their own on Tuesdays, babies
ages 3- to 12-months are eligible to attend our
Lapsit Story Time on Wednesdays, and children
ages 13- to 23-months are welcome on Thursday
mornings. Each early literacy story time meets at
10:15 a.m. Registration is not required, but we
ask that participants arrive on time as we may be
unable to accommodate latecomers.

FAMILY M.E.S.S. 
Family M.E.S.S. (Math, Engineering, and

Science Saturday) will be meeting on February
17, 2018, at 10:30 a.m. Children ages 2 to 6 and
their families will explore educational stations

together, where they will be introduced to
scientific concepts, solve problems, and have
fun! Registration is required and can be done up
to two weeks before the program. Space is
limited.

SENSORY LIBRARY TIME
The Cranford Public Library will be

continuing its Sensory Library Time from 6 to 8
p.m. on Friday, February 9, 2018. This after-
hours program was created for children with
autism and their families. Families will enjoy
browsing the collection in a space that minimizes
unnecessary stimulation while connecting with
each other. Towards the end of our time together
music therapist Jammin’ Jenn will lead two
sessions of a small group program. Tickets for
small group programs, one at 6:30 p.m. and
another at 7 p.m., will be given out on a first

come, first served basis beginning at 6 p.m. on
the day of the program. No advance registration
is required, all Union County Residents are
welcome. This program is made possible by a
grant.

EYE LEVEL  CHALLENGE
Eye Level will be hosting a series of

educational challenges at the Cranford Public
Library. Eye Level focuses on helping students
develop their critical and analytical thinking
skills. The program is designed to help develop
depth perception, problem solving, and
reasoning skills. Participants will utilize learning
materials such as numerical figures, blocks and
shapes, clear paper, colored blocks, mirrors, and
wooden blocks to solve problems. This drop-in
program will be held on February 10, 2018 from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

CALL US ABOUT OUR FULL COLOR PRINTING SERVICES
AND INSERTS. JOE 908-447-1295

CRANFORD
COMMUNITY CENTER 

TAKING APPOINTMENTS 
FOR TAX COUNSELING
The Cranford Recreation and Parks

Department in conjunction with the American
Association of Retired Persons (AARP) will be
taking appointments for free tax assistance.
Cranford and Garwood taxpayers can call the

Recreation and Parks Department at 908-709-
7283 to reserve a time slot time with a tax
practitioner. Hourly appointments are being made
on either Mondays or Fridays beginning Friday,
February 2, 2018 from 12 p.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3
p.m. 
All appointments will be at the Cranford

Community Center, 220 Walnut Avenue in Room
204. The last appointment to receive tax
assistance will be Monday April 16, 2018. No
appointments will be made on Monday, February
19, 2018 (Presidents’ Day) and Friday, March 30,
2018 (Good Friday), as the Community Center
will be closed.
This service is for residents of Cranford and

Garwood, and is geared to senior citizens and
area residents with low to moderate income.
Filing assistance is provided for federal and NJ
state income tax returns, and the Property Tax
Reimbursement Program (PTR 1&2). Federal
and state returns are filed electronically.
Participants should bring the following

information: copies of Federal and State returns
for 2016 along with 2017 wages, interest,
dividends, capital gains, social security, etc.
(forms 1099, 1099R,1099B-W2 & SSA), and
property tax bill (2017). A form of identification
and, if requesting direct deposit or payment,
please bring a blank check showing account

number and routing number.
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RENNA MEDIA
NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
125,000

NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

info@ rennamedia.com

Advertise 

in 1 or all 

21 towns
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Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Cell: 908-787-5990
For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi | twitter @homeswestfield

#LoveWhereYouLive
Visit TheIsoldiCollection.com or call 908-787-5990

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555 x202

110 Wychwood Rd, Westfield 
Offered at $1,849,900

225 Golf Edge, Westfield
Offered at $1,799,000

1235 Cooper Rd, Scotch Plains
Offered at $1,749,900

512 Bradford Ave, Westfield
Offered at $1,625,000

35 Plymouth Rd, Westfield
Offered at $1,600,000

1231 Cooper Rd, Scotch Plains
Offered at $1,450,000

12 Manchester Dr, Westfield
Offered at $1,599,000

281 Hartshorn Dr, Millburn
Offered at $1,585,000

233 Connecticut St, Westfield
Offered at $899,900

630 Clark Street, Westfield
Offered at $1,485,000

1741 Cooper Rd, Scotch Plains
Offered at $1,379,000

115 Ayliffe Ave, Westfield
Offered at $1,095,000

917 Tice Place, Westfield
Offered at $895,000

24 Tanglewood Ln, Mountainside
Offered at $795,000

111 Prospect St, Unit 2A, Westfield
Offered at $749,000

109 Palsted Ave, Unit 1, Westfield
Offered at $599,900


