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Wishing Peace, Love &
Happiness to all for 2018

George Hansen
Sales Associate 
908 346 9990

www.georgehansenera.com
1773 E. Second St.,Scotch Plains

Suburb Realty
#1 TOP PRODUCER

ERA Suburb
#3 IN THE STATE

ERA Franchise

SCOTCH PLAINS NAMES ‘CASA DAY’
Scotch Plains Mayor, Al Smith, and the Town

Council declared December 12 to be Court
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Union
County Day during a town hall ceremony held
last month. The ceremony, held in Council
Chambers at Municipal Hall, included a
presentation of a signed proclamation. Several
Scotch Plains residents who are active volunteers
with CASA attended in support of the dedication,
including Carmen Ayala, Jennifer Brady, Sheri
Glover-Flanagan, Linda Jenkins-Davis, Geraldine
Keogh (who also serves on the board of
directors), Laurie Rando, and Christie
Rothenberg.
Executive Director Marla Higginbotham

stated, “We are so grateful to Mayor Smith and
the town council for recognizing not only the
crucial work of CASA advocates for Union
County’s foster youth, but for seeing the bigger
picture. Every one of our communities has
children removed from home and placed in foster
care through no fault of their own, and every
community has the power to stand up. If each of
the twenty-one towns in Union County
represented like Scotch Plains — which right now
has twelve residents advocating for foster youth
— just imagine what could be accomplished!
Being a CASA volunteer, serving as extra eyes
and ears for the judge, is meaningful, powerful,
and life-changing on both sides. Thank you,
Scotch Plains, for CASA Day!”
CASA of Union County recruits, trains,

supervises and supports community volunteers to
advocate for abused, neglected and abandoned
children placed in foster homes or residential
facilities. There are nearly 600 Union County
children, from birth to age 21, in foster care, and
the nonprofit advocates for half of these youth.
Volunteers ensure children’s best interests remain
the priority while working toward establishing a
safe, stable, and permanent home for each child.
The organization’s goal is to provide a CASA
volunteer for every foster youth.

(above, l-r) Marla Higginbotham, Executive Director; Jennifer Mutch,
Board President; Geraldine Keogh, Board Member; Ron Silver, Board
Vice President, and former Advocate; and Mayor Al Smith reading the

CASA Day proclamation.

(above, back row, l-r) Jennifer Brady, Advocate; 
Ron Silver, Board Vice President, and former Advocate; 

Christie Rothenberg, Advocate; Linda Jenkins-Davis, Advocate; 
Carmen Ayala, Advocate; 

and Geraldine Keogh, Board Member and Advocate. 
(front row, l-r) Laurie Rando, Ambassador; Sheri Glover-Fanagan,

Advocate; Marla Higginbotham, Executive Director; Gretchen Boger-
O’Bryan, Development and Communications Manager and former
Advocate; and Courtney Green, Recruiter, and Advocate Supervisor. 

For details on training classes in the new year or for other ways to help CASA reach every foster youth, 
contact Courtney: cgreen@casaofunioncounty.org or (908) 293-8136.



Scotch Plains Monthly is published by Renna
Media. 9,500 newspapers are printed monthly
and mailed to every business and resident in
Scotch Plains.
Although great care has been taken to ensure

the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
© 2018 Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media LLC.

Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 2 • January 2018    

Advertise in this 
newspaper

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

9,500 papers
are printed 

monthly 
and mailed 

to every
household 

and business 
in 

Scotch Plains. 

Scotch Plains Monthly
is online at 

www.rennamedia.com
like us on 

facebook.com/
Scotch Plains Monthly

PROMOTE YOUR
COMMUNITY EVENT

Community service 
organizations, schools 
and sports teams are 

encouraged to submit news of 
upcoming events or highlights 
and photos from recent events.

Organizations who are 
interested in submitting

content, please
email editor@

rennamedia.com
or call 908-858-4012

MEET MARYANNE CHRISTIANO-MISTRETTA
YOUR CONTACT FOR NEWSPAPER CONTENT

Hello Readers!
I’m ecstatic to

introduce myself
as the new editor
for Renna Media.
It’s such an honor
working with Joe
and Tina Renna;
they are awesome!
Joe has asked

me to write a little
bit about myself
for our readership,
which is probably
a great idea since
I’ll often be out

and about in the community.
Residing in Union County with my husband,

Dennis, and our beloved cat Nicholas, my
interests, besides writing and editing, include
animals, music, and living a healthy lifestyle.
Writing professionally since 1995, I’m an

award-winning journalist. I received my award
from The NJ Society of Professional Journalists
for investigative journalism. I’m also an author,
public speaker, and poet (recently selected to read
at the All About Eve Arts Festival at the West End
Theatre in Long Branch, New Jersey).
Having a great passion for music, I’ve

developed a unique library program called “The
Learn & Listen Series” which pays homage to
legendary musicians.
The two-fold presentation begins as I host,

sharing a musician’s biography – which I wrote
– followed by actual live music from local New
Jersey and New York talent. Librarians can
choose from a variety of singers such as Ella
Fitzgerald, Nat King Cole, Sammy Davis Jr.,
John Lennon, Freddie Mercury, Johnny Cash,
Janis Joplin, and David Bowie.
I’m blessed to be able to work with performers

like indie recording artist Keith Beck; jazz
sensation Stephen Fuller (front man for Amani);

singer/performance artist, Anna Oh; and three-
time Grammy winning producer, Rob Fusari.
“Learn & Listen” also includes Jayne

DiGregorio and Rich Timberlake, who work
behind-the-scenes filming for an upcoming
documentary.
In addition to the “Learn & Listen” series, I

also lecture on “History of the Newspaper
Industry,” “Going, Going, Gone: What the Next
Generation Won’t Remember” (seniors love that
one!), and there’s also a healthy foodies series,
which includes sampling.
Now, if you’ve read this far, you may be asking

yourself – how can this woman work so much
and still have time to edit 21 newspapers? As Joe
Renna himself says – “It’s not work, it’s a
lifestyle.” I somehow get everything done … and
with a big smile on my face.
When you have a grand passion for what you

do, it doesn’t matter what day it is. It could be a
Monday, or a Friday, and you’re equally as
happy. Sometimes I'm home all day working in
my pajamas; other times I'm having a blast taking
photos at a Winter Walk. Whether I sleep in or
get up super early to attend a town meeting, it’s
all good. In this line of work, every day is
different, and every day is exciting.
In just one month of working for Renna Media,

I’ve attended many fun affairs and met incredible
people. It brings a tear to my eye when a child
cheers, “I’m gonna be in the newspaper!” after I
take his or her photograph. That’s what it’s all
about – the essence of presenting a good story to
the community.
So, don’t hesitate to send me your community

news. We call on the arts, fundraisers, nonprofits,
new businesses – anything positive that should
be in your local newspaper. 
Reach me at 908-858-4012, or email me at:

Editor@RennaMedia.com
I look forward to hearing from you!

Maryanne Christiano-Mistretta 

Maryanne 
Christiano-Mistretta
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HIGH SCHOOL FALL SPORT’S ATHLETES RECOGNITION
On December 12, 2017, at the Town

Conference Meeting, the following Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Athletes were
honored: Ben Fleischer Cross Country First Team
All County; Brandon Garcia Cross Country First
Team All County; Madeline Bord Cross Country
First Team All County; Michael Ferrara Boys
Soccer First Team All County; Brogan Quigley
Boys Soccer First Team All County; Cooper
Heisey #1 in completed passes in 2017; #1 in
passing yards with 3039 yards and which broke
the previous school passing record in a single
season, was named First -Team All - Area
Football by the Courier News and was a 2017
Maxwell Football Club New Jersey Mini Max

Award recipient.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Girls

Varsity Soccer Team has won the Union County
Championships for the eighth season in a row.
Team members are: Taylor Diggs; Ashley
Vincent; Danielle Mrozek; Kaitlyn Mrozek; Gina
Fahrenholz; Kayla Krutis; Brianna O’Brien;
Erica Muskus; Sabrina DiLollo; Kylie Bierne;
Kerri McNeely; Maria DelSordi; Isabella
Corsaro; Stefanie DeVizio; Maggie Traina;
Gabriella Kowlaczyk; Elizabeth Ley; Gabby
Aloe; Maya Kessler; Isabelle Richardson;
Michaela Genty; Maya Sutterlin; Jada Gomillion;
Brooke Klurman; Corinne Lyght; Abigail
Hanvey; and Jamie Valian.

(above, l-r) Mayor Al Smith, Brandon Garcia,
and Councilman John Del Sordi Jr.

(above l-r) Mayor Al Smith, Cooper Heisey and parents, 
and Councilman John Del Sordi Jr.

(above, back) Councilman John Del Sordi Jr. and Mayor 
Al Smith (front) members of Girls Varsity Soccer Team.
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com
BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

Serving

LOBSTER or CRAB LEGS

with other Special Items

Every Holiday

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 2/10/18.

$125 OFF
ADULT BUFFET

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 2/10/18.

$250 OFF
2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 2/10/18.

$500 OFF
4 ADULT
BUFFETS

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 2/10/18.

$10 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10......................$7.49
Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ...........................$7.99
Kids 7-10 .....................$5.99
Kids 3-6 .......................$3.99
2 & Under..................FREE!

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi. 

Most selection and top quality among all competitors. 
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi. 
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and 

confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together 
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood, 
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in 
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,

Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)
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HOME SELLING SEMINAR hosted by Mary DePaola and Colleen Berg 
• What can I do now to prepare my home for sale?

• What investments will maximize the return on my house?
• When should we start when it may be a year or two away?

Join us for dessert and learn answers to these and other top real estate questions.
Featured Guest Speakers: Robert Berg, Real Estate Attorney and John Doering of DIR Home Inspection

Tuesday, January 23, 2018 / 7:30 PM • Email or call me to reserve your seat.

Mary DePaola, ABR, SRES
Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
600 North Avenue West

Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: 908-233-0065
Cell: 908-963-8673

www.marydepaola.com
Email: mary.depaola@cbmoves.com

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL COLLECTED AND
DONATED WINTER COATS TO JERSEY CARES

Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains
collected close to 200 winter coats, which were
donated to the non-profit community-based
organization, Jersey Cares, for distribution to
men, women, and children in need throughout the
state. 
The synagogue conducted a six-week coat

drive, during which congregants donated new

and gently used coats. Seventh-grade students in
Congregation Beth Israel’s Religious School
helped sort and bag the coats, when the drive
ended.
The students also wrote warm greetings and

drew uplifting pictures to be left as “a note in the
coat” in the pockets of outerwear going to
children.

(above) Seventh-graders at Congregation Beth Israel’s Religious School 
with donated coats to be sorted and bagged.

Exceptional sub-acute rehab and long term care.

Margot Hamel
Independent Sales Agent

908-625-3700

Helping people live healthier lives.

Authorized to Offer

Enjoy Aging . . .Luxury Senior Living, Family Style“The Residences at Warren”

PLEASE CALL (908) 526-8130
OR VISIT CHCHOUSING.ORG

FOR MORE INFO.

- Private suite with full bath- Cooking and housekeepingincluded- Hobby and craft space- Onsite library- Wi-Fi throughout- On-Floor laundry- Onsite parking- Handicap accessible
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IT’S TIME FOR NEW DENTURES!
If your dentures …
• Are loose
• Over 5 years old
• Have been repaired 
many times

Or …
• You would like to improve your smile
Then call today for an appointment!
• The doctors at Dentalcare associates
will provide all your denture needs.

• 1 HOUR DENTURE REPAIRS
• 3 HOUR LAB RELINES

• LABORATORY ON PREMISES
All repairs schedule permitting

Ask about Implant
supported dentures

*Reg. 2050-$2295 per arch Add’l fees 
may be incurred. Present this ad. Not 
valid with other offers. Dr. R. Scalera Jr,

Director.  Expires 1/31/18 RM

SaVe
$500

UPPER & LOWER
DENTURES*

Most Insurances Accepted
Interest Free Financing

908-322-7800
567 Park Ave.,Scotch Plains NJ
www.njdentalcare.com/dentures908-956-5938

1280 North Ave. • Plainfield NJ 07062

BUY 10 PERSONAL TRAINING SESSIONS
Get 2 FRee

(evenings and weekends only)

1ST MONTH MEMBERSHIP
40% OFF

(new members only)

A NEW YEAR, A NEW YOU!
Nothing to lose except those last 
15 pounds. Why put off feeling 

fitter, healthier, & happier?

CINAS CLEANING SERVICE

• Basic & Deep Cleaning
• Mop/Sweep/Vacuum
• Change Linens
• Baseboards

• Dusting
• Bathrooms
• Dishes
• Much More!!!

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
908-267-8280

LICENSED & INSURED

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
SCHOOl BUS dRIVeR
CDL to transport students, AM & PM.

CDL training available.
SCHOOl BUS aIde

Monitor students to and from school, AM & PM.
EOE. Ask for: Mr. Charles

800-675-9522 • 732-388-9522

Help wanted

TRANSPORTATION CARE
35 Walnut Ave Clark, NJ

GWACC MOVES HEADQUARTERS
The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of

Commerce (GWACC) moved its headquarters
from the third floor of the Bank of America
building on Elm Street to 212 Lenox Avenue, a
space previously occupied by the Bittersweet
Store. Gene Jannotti, GWACC Executive
Director stated, "We are very pleased that after
almost seventy years in Westfield that we have
found an ideal street front location for the
Chamber."
The Chamber was originally formed at the

Rialto Theater on April 27, 1948, and so it will
be celebrating its 70th Anniversary in 2018. The
storefront location will give greater access to the
Chamber members, allowing for a quasi-retail
operation, affording visitors and new arrivals in
town to obtain information about the local store
and services of the five towns served by the
Chamber: Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Westfield. GWACC Gift
Coins can now also be purchased at the new
office.

(above) A Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting ceremony took place on
December 2, 2017 with Westfield Mayor Elect Shelly Brindle and Garwood Mayor
Charles Lombardo assisting chamber president Gene Jannotti in the ceremony
along with Councilman Mark LoGrippo, members of the GWACC Board of
Directors, GWACC Members and Sherry Cronin from Downton Westfield

Corporation (DWC).
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CDC THEATRE CONTINUES WINNING SEASON
WITH CRIMES OF THE HEART

Rehearsals are underway for Beth Henley’s
“Crimes of the Heart” at CDC theatre in
Cranford, New Jersey. Warm-hearted,
irreverent, zany and brilliantly imaginative, the
play teems with humanity and humor as it
examines the plight of three young Mississippi
sisters betrayed by their passions. “Crimes of the
Heart” won Best Play from the NY Drama
Critics Circle, was nominated for a Tony Award,
and Beth Henley won the Pulitzer Prize in 1981.
The 1986 film version was nominated for an
Academy Award for Best Screenplay.
“The Pulitzer Prize is given to honor a

distinguished play that deals in an original way
with American life. It is no wonder Beth Henley
was given this honor at the age of twenty-five
for her very first professionally-produced play,”
stated Director Maurice Moran “The show is a

tender, yet humorous, story of three sisters who
help each other cope with loss and fear, those
“crimes of the heart,” overcoming the problems
they face through the love they have for one
another. We have put together a very talented cast
who will touch your heart and make you smile as
they enact this beautiful tale of family love.”
The cast is made up of Maeve Brady, Rebecca

Dolan and Katherine Brown as the three Magrath
sisters, Lenny, Meg and Babe, with Danielle
Mastropiero as Chick, Joe Leo as Doc, and Zach
Mazout as Barnette. 
The production will run from February 16

through 24 and details and tickets can be found
by visiting cdctheatre.org. 
CDC Theatre, New Jersey’s oldest

continuously producing community theatre, is
located at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford.

SCOTCH PLAINS
MUSIC CENTER

413 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ
908-322-7542

www.spmusic.com

The ALL Inclusive Music Store
Voted “One of the Best!”

♪ Guitars / Basses / Ukuleles
♪ Sheet Music / Instruction Books
♪ All Accessories
♪ Professional Staff
♪ Repair Service

♪ Rentals
♪ Friendly Help
FREE PARKING

Since
1969

♪ MUSIC leSSOnS
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FANWOOD SENIOR CLUB
HOLIDAY LUNCHEON
The Fanwood Senior Club’s annual holiday

luncheon was held on December 11th at Snuffy’s
Pantagis in Scotch Plains.
The Fanwood Seniors Club meets weekly

through most of the year and sponsors programs
for Fanwood and Scotch Plains seniors including
trips, guest speakers, fundraisers and other
activities. Club President Joe Bruno has kept the
organization going through the past few years.
Fanwood Council members Kathy Mitchell,

Russ Huegel and Tom Kranz attended along with
Police Chief Richard Trigo. The Moonglowers
from Scotch Plains/Fanwood High School played
holiday tunes.

(above) Councilman Tom Kranz 
with Bob and Grace Kruthers.

(above l-r) Councilman Russ Huegel; Senior
Club president Joe Bruno; Police Chief

Richard Trigo; Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell;
and Councilman Tom Kranz.

(above) The Moonglowers
from Scotch Plains/Fanwood High School

played holiday tunes.

SCHOOL ONE KIDS CARE CLUB
The School One of Scotch Plains PTA SOS

Committee along with the Kids Care Club,
hosted a Thanksgiving Food Drive. With the
support of the School One families and staff the
collection was a huge success. A total of 662 food

items were collected and organized for delivery
to the Salvation Army of East Orange. 
The school is proud to serve the needs of their

surrounding communities and spread kindness to
others.

(above) Thanksgiving Food Drive 2017.

20% OFF Rug
Cleaning Sale!

Hurry! Offer Expires 12/31/17. Incoming orders only.

• Expert Hand Washing Process
• Repair & Restoration Services
• Fully Insured Service
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Sale & Service of Oriental Rugs & Carpets

Ask us about 
the proper way 
to store a rug!

210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

908.756.8000
www.HamrahRug.com

@shopanthem shopanthemFollow us!

CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES,
GIFTS + MORE

100 North Union Avenue
Cranford, NJ

yOUR entIRe
pURCHaSe!OFF

Offer expires 1/31/18. Excludes sale items and S’well bottles.

www.anthemstylegift.com

20% 

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall 

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing
Electrical - Interior & Exterior Painting

TUTORING
Math, Reading, Writing and More
Good with hard to reach kids  -  experienced, patient.

Let’s discuss how I can help your child today.
$40 / hr – I’ll come to you.

Bruce Steinfeld, MBa
732-395-1976
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Heating Problems Again? Need a 2nd Opinion?

WINTER SPECIAL
$300 OFF

Any new Rheem
heating or AC system

Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Expires 1/31/18

SAVE THIS COUPON
$25 OFF
Any Service Call
Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Not to be used for routine maintenance.

Never Expires.

0%
Financing
available

FRee
eStIMateSq a

u t License # 19HC00438000

Do you have a large heating or AC repair estimate from another HVAC licensed 
contractor? Or were you told you need a complete new furnace for $1000’s 
of $$?

Why not call Reel-Strong Heating & Cooling for a ‘Free, no obligation’ 2nd opinion?
Just show us their ‘written estimate’. We will check your system and give you our 
written 2nd opinion estimate. If we agree with their proposals – then great
– proceed with either company and you will certainly feel better with your decision.

If there is a big difference in our two estimates, we will explain why and review your options. 
We will guide you to make the right decision and one you are most comfortable with.

“Big enough to serve  . . . small enough to care.”

549 Lexington Avenue, Cranford

908-276-0900
or 888-480-0901
www.reel-strong.com

GARWOOD LANES
346 North Ave, Garwood, NJ

(908) 789-2040
• Birthday Parties

• Scouts

• Schools

• Churches

• Youth Groups

• Day Camps

Celebrate Your 
Next Occasion With Us!
www.GarwoodLanes.com

• Youth Leagues
• Summer Leagues
• Winter Leagues

(above) Pat DiNizio performing at Duke Island
Park, Bridgewater, New Jersey, 2013.

SCOTCH PLAINS ROCK STAR, 
PAT DINIZIO, DIES AT 62

By Maryanne Christiano-Mistetta
Tuesday, December 12, 2017, Pat DiNizio,

front man of The Smithereens, died at the age of
62. Causes of his death were not immediately
revealed, though it was known he was suffering
from health complications over the past few
years, including nerve damage. But he continued
to perform with his arm in a sling.
A resident of Scotch Plains, the lead singer and

songwriter formed The Smithereens in 1980 with
bandmates Jim Babjak, Dennis Diken, and Mike
Mesaros.
Throughout the late 1980s and early 1990s

they sold millions of records/CDs of their
melodic pop alternative hits like, “A Girl Like
You,” “Only a Memory,” “Behind the Wall of
Sleep,” and “Blood and Roses.”
The video for “Blood and Roses” had

moderate rotation on MTV. “Blood and Roses”
was also featured on the 1980s TV show “Miami
Vice.” Other tunes were scored in many movie
soundtracks.
The Smithereens’ music also made its way into

many New Jersey nightclubs such as Aldo’s in
Lyndhurst and The Loop Lounge in Passaic. They
also played at New Jersey’s original music club
The Dirt Club, in Bloomfield, before their career
skyrocketed.
In 1990 “A Girl Like You” broke into the Top

40, reaching No. 38 on the Billboard pop charts.
Throughout the years, The Smithereens tour-

supported bands like the Pretenders, Tom Petty,
and Bruce Springsteen.
DiNizio released several solo albums and in

2001 he launched his “Living Room Tour,”
where he’d perform at the homes of fans, by
request. That same year, he was also one of the

first musicians to support XM Satellite Radio,
becoming a host and program director.
In addition to his recording successes, he had

an audiobook called “Confessions of a Rock
Star” and produced an independent film, “King
Leisure.”
In later years, DiNizio continued performing

both with The Smithereens and acoustic solo
shows. In 2015 he’d appear on a weekly basis at
Crossroads in Garwood, performing intimate sets
paying homage to bands like The Monkees, The
Rolling Stones, The Beatles, and The Who.
DiNizio, was not only a prolific songwriter, but

also a fine storyteller. As he shared great tales in
between songs at these informal shows, it was
like getting a private basement rehearsal show.
Afterwards, as always, he was accessible,
casually chatting with fans and friends.
A diehard fan of The Who, DiNizio showed up

at the Fanwood Library in 2015 when author
Michael Rosenbloom, who wrote “When Stars
Were in Reach,” gave a presentation about The
Who performing at Union Catholic High School
in Scotch Plains back in 1967. From the
audience, DiNizio participated by sharing
anecdotes about being a music fan growing up.
Scotch Plains was dear to DiNizio. He lived in

other places – England, Chicago, L.A., and New
Orleans for a bit, but resided in Scotch Plains
until his death. In 2010, he told The Aquarian
Arts Weekly that it was the only place in the
world he felt “centered” and that “New Jersey is
my home.”
Condolences to his family, close friends, and

bandmates. DiNizio’s music will live on in our
hearts – much more than “a memory.”

Photo by Maryanne
Christiano-Mistretta
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Faster to Any Disaster
•••

FREE MOLD ESTIMATES
•••

24/7 Emergency Service

Call us today
908-791-9177
Email: servpro9808@optonline.net

www.servprowesternunioncounty.com

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

dO yOU need a
dUMpSteR?

908-234-2382
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)...
General Construction
Household Waste
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps
Demolition Debris

Bulky Waste

Specializing In The Marketing and Sales of
Homes in Scotch Plains, Fanwood & Westfield.

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1989 – 2016

NJ Monthly 5 Star Professional 2012- 2016

www.GinaSellsNJHomes.com

Gina Suriano Barber
Making Moves Happen

Cell: 908-917-4577

Proven success for 25 years!

Your Community Real Estate Expert

Westfield East Office
209 Central Ave.

908-233-555 x 186

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003
358 North Avenue East

Cranford, NJ
www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING Help wanted
FIlInG CleRK

Springfield NJ – United Window & Door Springfield 
Office seeking part-time file clerk for busy office.

Hours are flexible, four hours per day, 
Monday through Friday with possibility to increase
hours to eight hours per day, Monday through Friday. 

Starting salary $10.00 per hour.
Fax Resume to 973-912-4998

Contact Leigh Cuccio at 973-912-0600 x141

SIMULATION DRIVES HOME MESSAGE 
OF SAFE DRIVING

If you drove past Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School last month you might have thought that
there was a traffic accident on Happel Court. In
fact, it was a drill brought about by the efforts of
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood Police
Departments, the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
the Fanwood Rescue Squad, the Municipal
Alliance Committee, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
PTA Chemical Dependency Committee, and
DECA, the co-curricular Marketing Club of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. The
purpose of this drill was for the senior class at the
high school to witness a simulation of the loss of
life and injury that happens when driving while
distracted or under the influence.
The Raider’s Don’t Risk It Project was the

brainchild of Marjorie Fitzgibbon, DECA
Advisor, and SPFHS student Catie Currie, DECA
Executive Vice-President who spearheaded the
involvement of the DECA Club members.
Throughout the school day, seniors went out to

Happel Court during their Health and PE classes
and watched the events unfold immediately as if
there had been a crash. Students were able to
witness a reality-based portrayal of the aftermath
of the crash and the response by law enforcement,
emergency personnel and family members. The

event was to remind the seniors of the risks and
legal ramifications of driving while under the
influence or distracted as in texting, using a cell
phone, or horse playing. Seniors Caitlin Bourke,
Ryan Lopez, and Nate Redmount played the roles
of the students in the vehicle. PTA volunteers
Dawn Smith, Jennifer Powers, and Lisa
Ciarrocca were featured in the roles of parents of
the students. 
The Raiders Don’t Risk It Project is a dramatic

presentation to educate the seniors of SPFHS
about the true consequences of poor decisions
while driving. When students see their friends
and peers covered in a tarp and another being
hand cuffed, it hits home. It is even more gut
wrenching to see the reaction of the parent actors
finding out that their teen did not survive the
crash and how poor driving decisions can impact
so many people.
After the reenactment, the seniors participated

in a question and answer session with Sergeant
Brown and Chief Ted Conley of the Scotch Plains
Police Department, Chief Richard Trigo of the
Fanwood Police Department, and Liz Knodel-
Gordon the District Student Assistance
Coordinator. After the Q&A, students were also
able to tour the crashed vehicle.

(above) Students participating in a Q&A session after the reenactment.
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WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up
24 HR Service

10% OFF all aC COMpReSSORS
With this ad. Expires 2/10/18.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

Electrical License 34EB01385200
HVAC License 19HC00599100

Home Improvement License 13VH05891900

ELECTRICAL,
HEATING 
& COOLING
SERVICE, INC.

908.769.8200
ONECALLELECTRICAL.COM

“Never look down on someone
unless you’re helping them up.”

- Jesse Jackson

IS YOUR HEAT OR ELECTRIC
NOT WORKING PROPERLY?
Call US nOw and 

Get $25.00 OFF!  
We are here for your safety and comfort!!!

SCOTCH PLAINS RESCUE SQUAD
TIP OF THE MONTH

HAVE A HEALTHY NEW YEAR

Now that the holidays are over, it’s time to not
only trim our credit card bills, but to also trim our
waistlines. It’s a fact that most of us gain some
weight between Thanksgiving and New Year’s
Day. Being unhappy with the way we look and
uncomfortable in our clothes are just the tip of
the iceberg. It’s the underlying problems,
especially when it comes to obesity, which causes
the most issues.
According to the American Heart Association,

“Currently, one in three U.S. adults is obese,
bringing forth a possible health toll, including
high blood pressure, Type 2 diabetes, heart
disease and stroke. Another third of Americans
are overweight.” Therefore, it’s best to talk to
your doctor and stick to the guidelines he or she
recommends for your age, gender, height and
weight.
In regards to your diet, eat foods that are high

in fiber and low in saturated fat, like fruits and
vegetables, lean meats, and low-fat milk
products. Get plenty of exercise, even if it’s just
taking a walk around your neighborhood. If you
have underlying health problems, speak with
your doctor about devising an exercise program
that’s right for you. 
A healthy lifestyle will help you avoid many

health issues, plus it will give you the energy and

stamina to accomplish everything you want to do.
Everybody knows that giving up our favorite
foods and adopting a more active lifestyle are
tough, but the benefits are worth it. 
This year, when you make that resolution to

lose weight and exercise, stick to it and you will
feel the difference in your body sooner that you
think. And instead of visiting the doctor or
hospital, go out and enjoy life.
The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is a volunteer

organization of Neighbors Helping Neighbors.
With over 90 volunteers, we answer calls not
only in Scotch Plains but in surrounding towns
as well when needed. Besides answering calls,
you will see our ambulances at many special
events held in town, such as Scotch Plains Day,
the Memorial Day Parade, high school football
games, and the summer concerts on the Village
Green. We are also available to provide
demonstrations for Boys and Girls Scout troops,
clubs, and any other group that may be interested
in what we do. 
In addition, we lend out wheelchairs, crutches,

canes and other assorted medical equipment free
of charge. Please reach out to us if there is
something we can do for you. (908) 322-2103 for
non-emergencies or  email us:
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com

Contributing Author: Susan Baldani, a life member of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

expeRIenCed Help wanted

Lic. #
13VH06601300

SURVEY RESULTS FOR
LIBRARY AND

COMMUNITY CENTER
Submitted by Thomas Stowe

The Scotch Plains Downtown Redevelopment
Committee (SPDRC) released the results of its
month-long survey recently on both a new,
expanded Scotch Plains library and a community
center. The survey aimed to gather input and
evaluate the needs of the public for these
facilities; 773 people participated. Forty-eight
percent of respondents believe that Scotch Plains
needs a new, expanded library. 30 percent don’t
believe Scotch Plains needs a new, expanded
library and 22 percent are undecided. Fifty-eight
percent of respondents said Scotch Plains needs
a community center. Twenty percent don’t
believe Scotch Plains needs a community center
and 22 percent are undecided.
Eighty-three percent of respondents believe the

Scotch Plains library is a very important or
important community service. Respondents
would like to see more children’s activities (40
percent), additional computer/work stations (35
percent), additional quiet reading spaces (34
percent), and additional meeting spaces (33
percent) in a new, expanded library.Respondents
frequently commented that they would like to see
family programs, sports programs, arts & crafts
programs, summer camp programs, volunteering
programs, meeting spaces, multi-purpose
room(s), pool(s), senior activities/programs,
children/programs, music programs, and teen
programs in a community center.
“These survey results confirm what I have

heard from SPDRC members and the public at
our meetings: that Scotch Plains residents want
both a new, expanded library and a community
center,” stated Mayor Al Smith. “People also
want the new, expanded library and community
center to be downtown. This will be an important
draw and bring more foot traffic to our
downtown. I have discussed eventually
repurposing the town hall building as a
community center, and I will continue to get
feedback from the public on their views of a new,
expanded library and a community center.”
The survey participants were mostly Scotch

Plains residents (99 percent) between 35- to 54-
years of age (58 percent). Participants were 66
percent female and 32 percent male. 85 percent
of respondents use the library in some frequency.
Eight-two percent of respondents said they have
a library card.
As part of downtown redevelopment, the

SPDRC has discussed both a new, expanded
library and a community center for the downtown
area as a way to draw more people downtown.
The survey is not a scientific survey of the
population, but an opportunity to give feedback
and opinions to the SPDRC.
To view the full report and results of the

survey, please click the link below:
https://www.scotchplainsnj.gov/departments/d

owntown-redevelopment-committee/downtown-
redevelopment-survey-2-results/
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locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOMe MOVIeS
tRanSFeRRed

tO dIGItal
FIleS & dVd

• Video Tape Transfers
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
• Audio Cassette to CD
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD
• LP to CD
• High Speed Slide Scanning
• Foreign Conversions

Don’t let your family 
memories fade away

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary

TEEN PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST:
"YOUR TOWN THROUGH YOUR EYES"

If your child is in grades 6-12 and they have
an interest in photography, the Fanwood Library
Teen Photography contest is officially underway!
Those interested must take a photograph that
captures Fanwood-Scotch Plains through their
eyes. This contest is open to all Fanwood-Scotch

Plains library card holders in grades 6-12. Must
be your original photo and limited to ONE (1)
entry per person. The deadline for submission is
February 15, 2018.
For more information, visit the Fanwood

Library site at: www.fanwoodlibrary.org

THRIFT SHOP FRESHLY STOCKED
The Thrift Shop at the Fanwood Presbyterian

Church opened on Wednesday January 4th with
freshly stocked clothing. 
There is a large selection of winter coats and

clothing for children of all ages and featured at
this time is a good selection of clothing for large
women. Many of these items for sale are new or
nearly new.
The volunteers who work at the Shop have

been busy and will be filling the shelves and
racks continually.
The Shop will be open each Wednesday from

10am to 4pm.
The Thrift Shop is located on McDermott

Place at the rear of the Church complex. For
further information and directions please call the
church office at 908-889-8891 or e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org.

CALL US ABOUT OUR FULL COLOR PRINTING SERVICES
AND INSERTS. JOE 908-447-1295

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced
out of work, with compensation back to the
homeowner for signed release.

UGLY HOMES WANTED
FOR teleVISIOn pROGRaM

In tHIS aRea

Call 1-800-281-1582
Ask for TV Project Department,
for job evaluation and estimate
of cost and compensations!

Serious lnquiries please!
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RENNA MEDIA

NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
125,000

NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com

Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

info@ rennamedia.com

Advert
ise 

in 1 or
 all 

21 tow
ns
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Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Cell: 908-787-5990
For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi | twitter @homeswestfield

#LoveWhereYouLive
Visit TheIsoldiCollection.com or call 908-787-5990

23 Luxury Townhomes priced from the Mid $700,000’s
Models varying from 2480 to 2660 Square Feet

some with 1st floor Master Suites

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555 x202

WELCOME TO ECHO RIDGE - MOUNTAINSIDE
GRAND OPENING

Open House, January 28th 1:00pm to 4:00pm


