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CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Call Tina today to reserve the space in this or other Renna Media publications.

Each month 5,500 newspapers are printed.
5,000 are mailed free to homes and businesses in Union.

Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today 
at 908-418-5586 or email info@rennamedia.com

UHSPAC WINS 3 PAPER MILL RISING STAR AWARDS;
ALSO FEATURED IN PBS DOCUMENTARY

The Union High School Performing Arts Company
(UHSPAC) added to their accolades three Paper Mill
Playhouse Rising Star (PMPRS) Awards for their spring
production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella. The
show had been nominated for ten PMPRS Awards. Since their
inception in 1996, the Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
Awards for excellence in high school musical theatre have
ignited the careers of many notable performers, all of whom
attended high school in New Jersey.
The award ceremony was broadcast live on HomeTowne

TV and featured a performance by the seven nominated
schools for Outstanding Overall Production. The UHSPAC
performed a medley of songs from Cinderella including “The
Prince is Giving a Ball,” and “Ten Minutes Ago.” The
beautifully executed performance featured Rising Star
Nominee Jason Yanto as Lord Pinkleton, Crystal Wright as
Cinderella, and an ensemble of dancers including Joseph
Laurino as Prince Topher, who waltzed into the audience’s
hearts.

“Last night was a wonderful reminder of the importance of
arts education," shared Laura Muller, the Co-Music Director
and Orchestra Conductor. "Every student from every school
showed their passion, humility and determination while
performing at the Rising Star Awards. I am so incredibly
humbled to have been honored and so proud of the creative
team, cast, crew and especially the orchestra of Cinderella. To
be honored for their outstanding performance is icing on the
cake of a wonderful production process with these student
performers.”
Director James Mosser added, “The Rising Star Awards

presented by the Tony Award Winning Paper Mill Playhouse
are one of the premier programs for theatre recognition in the
country. It is always a pleasure to be recognized as one of top
programs in the state. The highlight is watching our students
perform on the Paper Mill stage. I could not be more proud of
our students.”
Weeks before, the UHSPAC boasted participation in

another television broadcast. The world had the opportunity

(below) The Orchestra members of Cinderella. (Continued on page 2)
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Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media. 
5,500 newspapers are printed monthly and

5,000 are mailed free to businesses and residents
in Union and distributed free at distribution sites
throughout town.

Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.

Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 418-5586 • Fax: (908) 709-9209

E-mail: info@rennamedia.com
Like us on Facebook.com/SpiritOfUnion
View, share and download photos 
of Union events and others at

www.RennaMedia.com

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Did you or someone you know accomplish

something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your latest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Renna Media your news!

Call: 908-418-5586
Fax: 908-709-9209

Email: info@rennamedia.com

UHSPAC's Cinderella wins included: 
• Outstanding Orchestra
• Outstanding Achievement in Music Direction
• Outstanding Achievement in Lighting Design
UHSPAC nominations included:
• Outstanding Costume Design- Leslie Laurino,
James Mosser, Jennifer Williams

• Outstanding Lighting Design
- Christopher Annas-Lee

• Outstanding Scenic Design
- Diane Esquivel & James Mosser

• Outstanding Music Direction
- Laura Muller & James Mosser

• Outstanding Orchestra
• Outstanding Chorus
• Featured Actor- Jason Yanto as Lord Pinkleton
• Outstanding Choreography- Jennifer Williams
• Outstanding Direction- James Mosser
• Outstanding Overall Production

RISING STARS (continued)
to watch the UHSPAC in the PBS documentary
"I Can't... I Have Rehearsal," which aired on
Wednesday, May 17th at 8:00pm. They had been
selected as one of six schools to be featured for
excellence in theater education. Last year, camera
crews followed them around as they mounted
their production of Disney’s Mary Poppins.
The documentary featured rehearsal and

performance footage from the show, as well as
exclusive interviews with Director James Mosser
and UHSPAC Alumni, Jonathan Duvelson who
starred as Bert.
Duvelson currently is a BFA Musical Theater

major at Montclair State University and shared,
“I am so fortunate that I am able to be featured in
this documentary, and that I can show people just
how hard we, as theater people, work to make the
shows great. Being in the Performing Arts
Department at Union High School allowed me to
transition into college with ease, and to excel past
what is expected, and challenge myself to be
better every day.”
“It was a very fun experience for all of us to

have a camera crew follow us around," added

Director Mosser. "The documentary gives a nice
insight into how hard our students work, and how
much it means to them. I’m incredibly proud of
how we are represented in this film.”

(above) UHSPAC's 2017 Production Cinderella.
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MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION
Family

Owned &
Operated For

15 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

Summer Special
COMPLETE SET OF STEPS
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete

$2,600
$1000 OFF

or FREE GUTTERS
ANY COMPLETE ROOF
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

$79.99
GUTTERS CLEANING
(Any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

15% OFF
ROOF LEAKS
(GUARANTEED)

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

15% OFF
FOUNDATION

REPAIR
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK &
BLOCK

• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF
REPAIRS

• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles

• Protect the masonry from
the corrosive by products
of combustion

• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
efficiency of appliance

Fire
Safety

Improved
Performance

Long Term
Preservation

Easy & Effective
Cleaning

Special!CHIMNEY LINER
$1300

With coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Expires June 30,2017

Why Should I Use A
Chimney Lining System?

Carbon Monoxide 
is invisible,
odorless, 

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS

FOUNDATIONS

908-361-6372
• All Work Guaranteed

• 24/7 Emergency Service

• 20% Senior Discount

• Major Credit Cards

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100
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“Tailored Financing for
Today’s Small Business”
www.whiterosefunding.com
844.WRFUNDS / 844.973.8637
A MESSAGE FOR COMMERCIAL 

REAL ESTATE BROKERS,
LANDLORDS, FRANCHISORS AND
PROFESSIONALS WHOSE CLIENTS
NEED A CERTAINTY OF FUNDING.

White Rose Funding is a direct and indirect lender that
can provide funding for:
• Tenants in need of capital for a build-out, 
equipment or machinery;

• Franchisee and other Start-Ups in need of 
acquisition funding or working capital; and

• An established business that has sudden
and temporary cash needs.

We provide flexible financing on fair terms that
rewards the forwarder by offering:
• Financial remuneration to the forwarder; and
• A tailored solution for your client.
For example, a Landlord or Commercial Real Estate
Broker is showing property to a prospective tenant, the
location is ideal, but the build-out cost is likely beyond
the tenant’s initial budget. The Landlord seeks personal
guarantees sensing there could be financial issues down
the road. White Rose Funding could provide a term loan
for the build-out, fixtures and equipment, and a working
capital loan that will ring-fence the rent guarantee. 
There is no cost to your client unless we provide the
financing.
If the client does not enjoy prime credit status, we have
relationships with preferred SBA Lenders that can make
the process fast and efficient.

When you need access to an alternate 
lending source for your business needs, 
please consider White Rose Funding.

UNION COUNTY INTERFAITH
COORDINATING COUNCIL

The Union County interfaith Coordinating
Council, an organization of clergy and lay
persons representing all faith traditions, held an
Interfaith Prayer Unity Service at the First United
Methodist Church, Westfield, NJ on July 20. This
event followed a solidarity gathering held on
June 28 at Temple Sha’arey Shalom in
Springfield, NJ.
Additional programs are being planned

including supporting Union County

Thanksgiving Services in November, a
Homeless Sabbath in December and the Third
Annual Day of Prayer Service at The Parish
Community of St. Helen in Westfield on
October 24. 
For more information on the Union County

Interfaith Coordinating Council please contact
Rod Spearman at rspearman@caunj.org or
UCInterfaith@caunj.org or by phone @ (908)
354-3040 x 4324.

(above) The following clergy, spokespersons and musicians participated in this truly ecumenical
service: The Rev. Dr. David Mertz, host pastor of The First United Methodist Church of Westfield,

Rev. Anthony Randazzo of Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church of Westfield, Rev. Carmine
Pernini of Zion Lutheran Church, Rahway, Rev. Ann Marie Alderman of the First Unitarian

Society of Plainfield, Zagham Chaundry of the Muslim Community Center of Union County, Eric
Kussman, Jr. of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Springfield, Rev. Mayra Castaneda of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, Rev. Richard Hogans, Chaplain of the Union County Correctional

Center & Shiloh Baptist Church in Elizabeth, Rabbi Ethan Prosnit of Temple Emanuel , Westfield
and Dr. Mohammed Ali Chaudry of the Islamic Society of Basking Ridge. Music selections were
provided by Jonathan Evers of the First United Methodist Church of Westfield and Cynthia

Manno of the Townley Presbyterian Church in Union.
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15% OFF
SENIOR
CITIZEN
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

$300 OFF
ANY JOB

$2,000 OR MORE

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

$250 OFF
ANY ROOF REPAIR

$800 OFF
ANY NEW ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

$125 OFF
ANY

CHIMNEY
REPAIR

CHIMNEY • MASONRY • GUTTER • ROOFING • SIDING

MASONRYROOFING GUTTERS
• Driveways
• Steps
• Repair
• Brick & Blocks
• Sidewalks

• Re-Roofing
• New Roofs
• Roof Repairs
• Shingles 
• Flat Roofs

• Cleaning
• Installation
• Screening
• Repairs
• Replacement

CHIMNEY

• Cleaning
• Rebuild 
• Repairs
• Capping

$800 OFFANY NEW
ROOF

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE FULL INSURED
LIC# 13VH09057400

ALL JOBS 
GUARANTEED!

15% OFF ANY 
MASONRY JOB

15% SENIOR
DISCOUNT

CHIMNEY
LINING
SYSTEM
Benefits:
• Protect your house
from heat and 
corrosion

• Improve the
performance 
of your furnace

• Easy and effective 
cleaning

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
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Cooling: Condenser Unit Replacements • Coil Replacements 
• Installation and Repair • Commercial Roof Top Units 
• High Efficiency Units • R-22 - 410A Conversions • Much More!

Electrical: Panel Upgrades/Replacements • Kitchen Remodels • Ceiling Fans 
• Generators • Dedicated Circuits • Aluminum Wire Repairs • Much More!

Heating: Furnace Replacements 
• Oil to Gas Conversions • Duct Work 
• Humidifiers • Commercial Roof Top Units 
• Clean Air Solutions • Much More!

Electrical License 34EB01385200
HVAC License 19HC00599100

Home Improvement License 13VH05891900

ELECTRICAL, HEATING & COOLING SERVICE, INC.

908.769.8200 • OneCallElectrical.com

“Never look down on someone
unless you’re helping them up.”

- Jesse Jackson

UNION INVESTS IN DOWNTOWN WITH DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS
Residents will soon see a dramatic change in

Union Center as the Township of Union Planning
Board recently approved an application from
American Landmark Developers to develop 300
linear feet of Stuyvesant Ave starting at Terminal
Mill Ends and moving towards Unity Bank. The
development will include new retail and
residential spaces.
The move comes on the cusp of the start of the

Stuyvesant Ave Streetscape Project, a complete
overhaul of the street, curbs, sidewalks and street
fixtures on the busy thoroughfare; all in an effort
to turn Union Center into a focal point for a new
lifestyle experience.
“We know that the topic of conversation for

quite some time has been with regard to
revitalization,” said Mayor Suzette Cavadas.
Union Center is frequently remembered as a

hub for community and quality shopping. But
after years of wear, and then the online shopping
boom, the Center has been in need of some new
energy.
Sara Perara and her brother Rob have owned

“Van Gogh’s Ear,” a popular café in Union
Center for almost 8 years. In discussing the
coming transformation she notes that they
thought long and hard about moving after their
first year in business.
“In the end we decided to stick it out,” Perara

said, “I am so thrilled we made that decision.
With the Streetscape Project and the prospect of
putting more apartments in we can finally thrive
instead of just getting by.”
Township Administrator Ron Manzella noted

that the Township Committee and Administration
have been at the table discussing how to
transform Union Center for a number of years. 
“What people don’t seem to understand is that

there were some very fundamental, and costly
issues that needed to be dealt with before we
jumped into redevelopment and beautification,”
Manzella said.
Some of those issues included upgrades to

water and gas lines that, if not done prior to the
Streetscape project, would have left the road
vulnerable to disrepair and eventually cost

additional taxpayer dollars.
With those upgrades recently completed, one

can now see various stages of work in different
areas of the Center. Phase one of the Stuyvesant
Ave Streetscape project which spans Vauxhall
Rd. to Morris Ave. is currently ongoing with
improvements to include historic granite bands at
mid-block crossings, new light poles, and new
furniture which will be coming in early fall, and
full reconstruction and repaving of the street
taking place in the late fall. Phase two, which
spans Morris Ave to the Cannon at the end of
Stuyvesant Ave, is scheduled to begin in the
Spring of 2018.
The beautification and upgraded infrastructure

are reportedly the first steps in making Union
Center more marketable to new and existing
businesses; and according to Mayor Cavadas the
results are already taking root.
She noted businesses that recently opened like

“Norma’s Flowers,” “Vision Eyewear” and “Care
Pharmacy;” and mentioned a host of others
including the soon-to-come opening of “Kung Fu
Tea,” “Beauty Supply Store,” “Bed, Bath and
Body,” “Jammed up” an expansion of “Van
Gogh’s Ear,” and a new medical building opening
across from “Stop n’ Shop” on Stuyvesant Ave
later on this summer.
The application from American Landmark

Developers is part of the second step in the
process, geared at addressing the lack of foot
traffic in the area by creating a built-in
community of shoppers with a development
model the likes of Cara Lofts at the intersection
of Morris and Stuyvesant Avenues.
“This project is an ambitious one,” said Ruben

Peraza, owner of the popular ice cream spot
“Magic Fountain” at a recent Planning Board
meeting. “I believe in this town and believe that
it’s coming back to life,” Peraza continued “its
progress and revitalization that we need in this
town.”
Cara Lofts opened in 2014; its success sparked

a second mixed use development across from
Stop n’ Shop and O’Lagar Restaurant which
broke ground late last year. Both include a mix
of retail and residential spaces with the second
project expected to be completed this fall. The
American Landmark Developers Project will
utilize the same model with construction
beginning late this year.
“In essence, we are creating a neighborhood

downtown, where people who live in Union
Center will also shop, eat and spend their leisure
time there. This, combined with a new ambiance
and an aggressive push for higher caliber
retailers, is certain to give the Center the energy
that it needs to thrive,” Cavadas said.

(above) Renderings of the proposed development by American Landmark Developers starting at
Terminal Mill Ends on Stuyvesant Ave and spanning 300 linear feet towards Unity Bank.
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com
BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

Serving

LOBSTER
 or CRAB

 LEGS

with othe
r Special

 Items

Every Ho
liday

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 9/10/17.

$125 OFFADULT BUFFET
With purchase of a beverage per person

Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 9/10/17.

$250 OFF
2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 9/10/17.

$500 OFF
4 ADULT
BUFFETS

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 9/10/17.

$10 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10......................$7.49
Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ...........................$7.99
Kids 7-10 .....................$5.99
Kids 3-6 .......................$3.99
2 & Under..................FREE!

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi. 

Most selection and top quality among all competitors. 
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi. 
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and 

confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together 
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood, 
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in 
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,

Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)
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www.kokibuffet.com
LOBSTER

EVERY F
ri.,

Sat. & Su
n.

Dinner!

10% OFF
LUNCH ONLY

Can not be combined with other offers. 
Eat-in only, no take-out. Exp. 8/31/17

15% OFF
DINNER EVERYDAY
Can not be combined with other offers. 
Eat-in only, no take-out. Exp. 8/31/17

1350 Galloping Hill Road,Union, NJ 07083
Tel: 908-810-8899
Fax: 908-810-9899

WE ARE OPEN
ALL HOLIDAYS

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work.

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced
out of work, with compensation back to the
homeowner for signed release.

UGLY HOMES WANTED
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM

IN THIS AREA

CALL 1-800-281-1582
Ask for TV Project Department,
for job evaluation and estimate
of cost and compensations!

Serious lnquiries Please!

TOWNLEY CHURCH WELCOMES NEW PASTOR
The members of Townley Presbyterian Church

are pleased to welcome a new pastor. At a special
congregational meeting held on Sunday, June 11,
2017, after nearly a yearlong search, Townley
Presbyterian Church unanimously voted to accept
Pastor Ronald Thompson as its new pastor. Pastor
Ron happily agreed.
Ronald Thompson is a native of Union County,

New Jersey, and resides therein. He and his wife,
Vyonnia, are celebrating 37 years of marriage this
year. They have two adult sons, Jeremy and
Steven, and are blessed with three
granddaughters. Pastor Ron believes he “can do
all things through Christ,” who is a source of his
strength (Ephesian 4:13). He has a BS in
Organizational Management from Nyack
College, New York, as well as a Masters of
Divinity from Cairn University, Pennsylvania
(formerly Philadelphia Biblical University). His
mother was instrumental in starting his early
Christian training at the Greystone Presbyterian
Church of Elizabeth, NJ. His religious education
and spiritual formation continued at the Greater
Mount Moriah Baptist Church of Linden, NJ,
where he would later receive his call to ministry.
Ron was ordained as an Associate Minister in
1991. He accepted the opportunity to serve as
Interim Pastor and then Pastor of the Imani
Temple Baptist Church of Elizabeth, NJ, serving
from 2009 to 2015. Pastor Thompson’s ministry

is a blessing to our church. He and his wife,
Vyonnia feel that same blessing and are excited
to call Townley Church their home. 
Sunday services at Townley Church, 829

Salem Road, Union, NJ, are held at 10 AM. The
congregation hopes you will join them on Sunday
and help welcome Pastor Thompson and his wife
Vyonnia. 

(above l-r) Vyonnia Thompson and Pastor
Ronald Thompson.

UNION KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MAKES DONATION
TO ST. JUDE’S CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

On Sunday, July 16, at a festive fundraiser, the
Union Knights of Columbus at the Columbian
Club of Union in Union, NJ hosted a pig roast.
Grand Knight Michael Willemse organized this
outdoor event with the intention of donating to
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.
The $600.00 donation was a result of proceeds

from the net sale of event tickets. The Grand
Knight chose St. Jude’s Hospital because of its
mission statement to advance cures for pediatric
catastrophic diseases, and for never denying a
child treatment regardless of race, religion or the
family’s ability to pay. Since its creation in 1962,

St. Jude has become one of the world’s premier
pediatric research institutions.
“We are thrilled to be able to make this

donation,” stated Michael, as he signed the
check and handed it to Union Council’s
Financial Secretary Ed McCormick. “This
organization has been a shining example of how
our medical profession needs to continue to be;
for the patient first and not a business,”
continued Michael.
The Union Knights of Columbus plan to make

this an annual event to further support St. Jude
and all they do for children around the world. 
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Why Repave?
Sealcoat & Save!

$50 OFFDRIVEWAY REPAIRor SEALCOATING

• Parking Lot Line Striping
• Driveways & Parking Lots
• Specializing in Large Parking Lots
• Hot Rubberized Crack Filling

WE WILL EDGE, CLEAN, PRIME OIL SPOTS & SEALCOAT YOUR DRIVEWAY!

MAKE YOUR ASPHALT GREAT AGAIN!

Minimum purchase $500. Limit one. No other discounts apply. Exp. 8/31/17.

backtoblacksealcoating@yahoo.com

FULLY INSURED!
Lic# 13VH06534400

BACK TO BLACK SEALCOATING

732-968-3646
backtoblacksealcoating.com

• Hot Asphalt Repairs • Tennis Courts
• Asphalt or Coal Tar (Emulsion Sealer)
• Pothole Patching • SNOW REMOVAL
• Power Washing • Asphalt Patch Work

We will beat any legitimate 
Sealcoat company’s written estimate.

Call for a
FREE Estimate 
& Receive a
FREE Gift!

5% DISCOUNT
FOR SENIORS
& VETERANS!

CINAS CLEANING SERVICE

• Basic & Deep Cleaning
• Mop/Sweep/Vacuum
• Change Linens
• Baseboards

• Dusting
• Bathrooms
• Dishes
• Much More!!!

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
908-267-8280

LICENSED & INSURED

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE OBTAINING 
HOME INSURANCE BECAUSE OF YOUR DOG?

GOOD NEWS! We Do Not exclude ANY breed! 
breeds commonly excluded include Chows, 
Pit Bulls, Akitas, Rottweilers and Shar Peis.

ATTENTION
HOMEOWNERS!

Call Today For a No
Obligation Quote!

Carol Bryan Agency
908-468-8000
www.farmersagent.com/cbryan

504 Washington Ave • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

We sell packing supplies.

(732) 259-1020
750 Boulevard • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

www.accessselfstorage.com

NEED SPACE?
ACCESS CAN HELP!

50% OFF FIRST MONTH
New customers only. Expires 9/10/17.

UNION HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2017
SCHOLAR STUDENTS HONORED

Union High School Class of 2017
Valedictorian Victoria Stiritz and Salutatorian
Andre Marques were honored at the Annual
Recognition Breakfast for Outstanding Scholars
of Union County held in June. Township of
Union Schools Assistant Superintendent Annie
Moses, Union High School Principal Corey
Lowery and Vice Principal Terrell Rutty were in
attendance to support both the students and their
families.
The next day, Union High School hosted The

Presidential Awards Breakfast for students with
a 3.5 GPA or higher. The breakfast recognized
159 students for their academic achievement
throughout their high school career. 
Principal Corey Lowery shared “I am very

proud of the academic successes of these
students. They have represented themselves and
their families very well over the years. It is
important for students to understand that their
success is a culmination of their hard work and
the support of their families. Also, it is important
to remember that being a good person is more
important than any other accolades they will

receive in their lifetime. I wish them all the best
in their future endeavors.” “At this level of
academic success, students are motivated by the
goals they set for themselves,” said Mrs. Moses.
She continued, “Our scholars' commitment to
years of academic success is something we are
very proud of.”
Congratulations to the Class of 2017!

(above, l-r) Valedictorian Victoria Stiritz,
Salutatorian Andre Marques.

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing

908-925-0444
908-928-0031

Serving All
Union County

PAYLESS ROOFING
ROOFING – SIDING – REPAIRS

Power Washing • Repair Soffits & Fascias
Porch Enclosures • Windows
Same Day Service

• Same Phone # for 15 Years •

Call 908-486-0866
PaylessRoofingServices.com
Lic # 13VH00418100

Sandra Trapani
Sales Representative

M 908-349-0441
O 908-687-4800
Weichert Realtors
1307 Stuyvesant Ave.

Union, NJ 07083

Sandra.r.trapani@gmail.com
NJhomesbySandra.com
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WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up
24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 9/10/17.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

STUDENTS PRESENT INNOVATIVE MEDICAL DEVICE 
Kean University computer science students

Claudia Fortes of Union, Andrey Suvorov of
Edison, and Peter Krivoshik of Ringoes
presented at What's Next in Medical Devices, an
NJ Tech Council event, on Tuesday, June 13 at
Princeton University. Kean computer science
professor Jenny Li, Ph.D., and her students
developed LifeLine – an autonomous life-saving
device – in collaboration with researchers from
Carnegie Mellon University. Kean was one of
only four colleges selected to present, and the
only undergraduate program featured. Kean’s
School of Computer Science is dedicated to
promoting undergraduate research, faculty and
student collaboration, and applied research
outcomes.
“LifeLine is an essential autonomous life-

saving device that utilizes AI technology to
automate health device operation without human
intervention. Its uniqueness lies in its automatic
detection and operation,” said Li. “The tech
council event provided our research and
innovation with recognition from both academia
and industry.”

LifeLine utilizes an accelerometer with heat
sensors, artificial intelligence (AI), and machine
learning algorithms to detect life-threatening
conditions and send alarm signals through
various communication channels within
milliseconds of detection. Unlike similar devices
currently on the market, LifeLine automatically
calls for help, increasing the speed of response
without the need for patient action.
"The work that went into creating LifeLine in

anticipation for the NJ Tech Counsel's event was
tireless and stretched all of our combined
expertise to the limits,” said Krivoshik.
The NJ Tech Council provides business

development, education, networking and
recognition opportunities as well as advocacy for
the state’s technology businesses. Founded in
1996, the council is a private, nonprofit
membership organization, which supports
technology, innovation, and entrepreneurship
across the state and region. Each May, the Tech
Council hosts the HealthTech Conference, which
highlights how technology is transforming the
healthcare industry. Events like What's Next in

(above l-r) Andrey Suvorov, Jenny Li, Claudia
Fortes and Peter Krivoshik recently presented
their research at the NJ Tech Council's What's

Next in Medical Devices event.

Medical Devices help to nurture the technology,
and aide the STEM talent pipeline – both of
which are critical to the continued growth of
industry in New Jersey.
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IMAGINE WELCOMES NEW VOLUNTEERS

On July 7-10th for 32-hours 16 new volunteers
were trained to take on a year-long commitment
at Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss as
volunteer facilitators. The training is delivered by
Imagine clinical staff who model how to provide
support using mirroring and reflection and by
immersing the volunteers in the experience of a
support group. “The training was so rich and gave
me a true sense of how to facilitate as well as the
value in the work we do,” said one newly trained
facilitator, Maria Mujica. 
“Volunteers are the heart and soul of Imagine

and we could not be more grateful to all of the
people who take on this commitment,” said Mary
Robinson, Imagine Executive Director.
“Since moving into our new space (244

Sheffield St., Mountainside, NJ) we have grown
quickly as anticipated,” said Mandi Zucker,
Imagine’s Program Director. “These new

volunteers mean we can start a fifth Night of
Support in September serving 60 additional
children and adults without having to place
anyone on a waiting list. We now provide support
groups on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays,
offering more choices and flexibility to the
participants that need it.”
Imagine offers free year-round grief support

groups for people ages 3-30 as well as
parents/guardians of the children who have had
a parent or sibling die, and for people coping with
a family member with a terminal or chronic
illness. Support groups meet on weekday nights
for an hour and a half. Dinner is provided prior
to the group meeting. 
To schedule an orientation for yourself or your

family, or for more information about
volunteering, please contact Imagine at 908-264-
3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

(above, back row) Kathy Vergel (Westfield), Nina Carnavale (Caldwell), Florence Wilcox
(Watchung), Meredith Stick (Westfield), Remy Davis (Basking Ridge), Monica Rodriguez (Union),

Alayne Morgenthal (Westfield), Beth Rakin (Warren).(front row) Kathy Dulan (Westfield),
Elizabeth Savnik (Bound Brook), Mandi Zucker (Westfield), Dorothy Jean Jones (Piscataway),
Juliann Satz (North Brunswick), Jacqueline Miller (North Plainfield), Anna Berman (Warren),

Veronica Ortiz (North Plainfield),Mackenzie Kuhl (Westfield), Maria Mujica (Union).

2017 UNION FARMERS' MARKET
A grand opening ceremony for the 2017 Union

Farmers’ Market was held on June 22nd. The
market will be taking place on Thursdays in the
front parking lot of the Township of Union
Municipal Building at 1976 Morris Ave. from
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. through September 28th. 
The Union Farmers’ Market, which made its

debut last summer, is a place where local
businesses can provide fresh and honest products
to the residents of the Township of Union and the
greater area.
Patrons of the market will be able to shop from

a variety of vendors, including organic produce,
natural beauty products, diverse cuisine and
more! The full list of vendors are as followed:
Circle Brook Farm, Natural Pizazz, Deliciously
Alicia, Tropical Taste Cuisine, El Lechon de
Negron, Maltese Munchies, Ido’s Fishing Sauces,
Gusti Di Sicilia, Jersey Buzz, The Lab Food
Truck and Empanada Guy.
The Township of Union will also be providing

live jazz music each week alongside featured
businesses from the area, courtesy of the Special
Improvement District.
To learn more about the Union Farmers’

Market, please visit uniontwpfarmersmarket.com
and like their facebook page,
facebook.com/uniontwpfarmersmarket.

(above) Residents patronizing Chef Ido’s
Finishing Sauces at the Township of Union

Farmers’ Market. The Market, which made its
debut last summer, is a place where local
businesses can provide fresh and honest

products to the residents of the Township of
Union and the greater area. It will take place
every Thursday from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

now through Sept 28th.

VAUXHALL BRANCH 
123 Hilton Avenue, Vauxhall, NJ 07088. 

(908) 851-5451.

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY 
1980 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083. 
For information call 908-851-5450, 
or find us on the web at www.uplnj.org

TAI CHI FREE EXERCISE PROGRAM 
Every Tuesday in August from 12:30-1:30pm

For mature adults. Wear sneakers and comfortable
clothing. Sign up required.

MOVIE AND POPCORN FOR ADULTS
Monday August 7 at 6pm 

Bring your own dinner, and we will supply the popcorn.
Please call the library for the exact title.

DIY HOMEMADE WREATH
Monday, August 14 at 1:30pm

Creativity doesn’t have an age limit. This craft can be
used to decorate your space. Sign up required.

COLOR YOURSELF HAPPY: ADULT COLORING NIGHT
Monday, August 21 at 5pm

Join us for a stress-relieving evening of coloring!
Coloring pages and colored pencils will be provided.

AFTERNOON PRIZE BINGO FOR ADULTS
Monday, August 28 at 1:30pm

Join us for a fun afternoon of BINGO. Meet new friends
and win some cool prizes. Sign up required.

JERSEY JOB CLUB 
Monday, August 28 at 7pm

Pathways to Employment – “Starting Your Job Search”
with Career Coach Deb Warner.

MOVIES FOR ADULTS: TUESDAYS AT TWO 
August 8, 15 and 22 

Join us Tuesdays at 2pm for free movies. 
Doors open at 1:50pm and elevator access is available. 

SHOPRITE OF UNION PRESENTS:
Summer Salads

Monday, August 7 at 7pm 
Join Justine from Shoprite to learn about delicious
summer produce. Recipes and samples available.

SEARCH FOR YOUR UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
Wednesday, August 9 at 3pm

Is the State of NJ holding your financial assets? Stop by
to quickly find out if you have any unclaimed property.

TECH SUPPORT
Thursday, August 10 from 11am-1pm
Monday, August 14 from 1-3pm

Bring your own device and our tech savvy teens will
give you the hands on support. Sign up required.

LUNCHTIME MEDITATION
Thursday August 10, 17, 24 and 31

from 11:30am to 12:30pm 
We will learn to de-stress, relax, and explore the
workings of our minds. No experience necessary.

QUELLO MUSIC CONCERTS
Thursday, August 10 at 1pm

Introducing Quello Concerts. This month’s feature is
Judy Garland, Frank Sinatra, and Dean Martin.

WRAPPED IN LOVE KNITTING GROUP
Monday, August 14 from 6:30-8pm

Love to knit or crochet? Always wanted to learn how?
Bring your own material or we can get you started.

BOARD GAMES FOR ADULTS
Wednesday, August 16 at 4pm

Games are not just for kids. 
INTERNATIONAL FILM

Thursday, August 24 at 2pm
Join us monthly for a new foreign film. 

SENIOR RESOURCE CONNECTION: UNION COUNTY’S
MOBILE AGING SERVICE KIOSK (ASK) 
Tuesday, August 29 from 12-2pm

a convenient, friendly way to find out about services for
the aging, and for their families and caregivers. 



Spirit of UNION • Page 13 • August 2017    

CAREER DAY - AUGUST 19th - 11 to 1 PM
MARIO’S RESTAURANT
495 Chestnut Street, union NJ

If you are looking to be Part of the next big thing in NJ real estate
sales or if you are an existing agent and want to make more and grow
fast, do not miss out on this career day. Food and beverage during Q
& A!!! Come see what the future in building your new career is all
about. RSVP a must. Will fill up fast!

Contact Tino: 908-303-9171
Email: cbovino@renaissancelenders.com
Or Rosa Stimmler - Cell: 973-715-4540
Rosa@NextHomeRoyalLionRealty.com

NEW OPPORTUNITY WITH RENAISSANCE LENDERS / 
NEXTHOME - ROYAL LION REALTY LLC Kathleen Gwaldis

Call for a FREE Market Analysis Today!

(908) 400-8409 Weichert President’s Club
Office 973-467-7391

505 Millburn Avenue, Short Hills, NJ 07078

EXPERIENCE, COMMITMENT 
INTEGRITY, RESULTS
Full-Service Realtor for 29 years. 

UNION SPECIALIST.
Realtor Associate

KAWAMEEH'S TRIBE GOES "ALL IN"
Submitted by: Lisa Bergamotto 

On Thursday, June 15th, Kawameeh Middle
School students attended an assembly provided
by the School Counseling Department in
conjunction with the Municipal Drug Alliance in
which students heard motivational speaker Gian
Paul Gonzalez talk about being "All In". This is
a phrase that has become popularized over the
past few years as Gonzalez has talked to several
sports teams, including the New York Giants,
various corporate companies, including WalMart,
and visited several schools throughout the area.
His main message is that everything you are
doing should be one hundred percent and you
should try your hardest at everything despite
mistakes or obstacles along the way.
The assembly addressed various topics

including doing your best not only in school but
in daily life. Students enjoyed listening to Gian
Paul as he illustrated his point by telling them
stories of his experiences growing up, including
being drafted for the NBA. He said, "being all in

isn't about the time you have but what you do
with the time you put in. Even if it's only five
minutes a day." He explained that there will
always be excuses or people to blame but
ultimately it is up to you to be all in. One student
stated, "I learned that when I start something I
need to finish it. Like I thought about quitting
soccer but then I realized how far my team had
made it so I decided to finish out the season with
them."
It is the hope of the staff and administration

that the assembly will not only encourage
students to try their best but also to avoid
missteps such as illegal drug and alcohol use. In
the event that students do stumble, Gian Paul
reminds the students tha, "You can make a
mistake, but you being born is never a mistake,"
and to refocus on what is important to them. It is
important for the youth in schools to understand
that although they are constantly exposed to
drugs and alcohol that this is not the route to

chose and they can be as successful as they
chose in life if they avoid these negative
influences.
In addition to the regular assembly that was

presented to all students, chosen seventh grade
students participated in a small leadership
session in which students discussed the
importance of being a leader in addition to the
hardships that may come with such a position.
He explained that it is not always easy to do the
right thing and expect others to follow but to
stay committed to what is important and proceed
down the path which is of interest to them.
Overall, the assembly was a success, not only

stressing the importance of avoiding drug and
alcohol use but also by motivating the students
in other areas of their lives. Additionally, many
of the staff members felt moved by the stories
and lessons provided and are hoping to
incorporate Gian Paul's "All In" into their
classrooms during the next school year.

(above) Kawameeh Middle School 8th graders with the guest speaker, Gian Paul Gonzalez.
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RENNA MEDIA
NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
100,000

NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!

To place an ad call:  
Tina Renna at 908-418-5586 

or Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: info@RennaMedia.com

Fax: 908-709-9209

Advertise 

in 1 or all 

18 towns

locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
TO DIGITAL
FILES & DVD

• Video Tape Transfers
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
• Audio Cassette to CD
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD
• LP to CD
• High Speed Slide Scanning
• Foreign Conversions

Don’t let your family 
memories fade away

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary

KICK OFF TO MAYOR’S WEEKEND IS SET 
AS UNION TOWNSHIP CHAMBER’S 
AUGUST NETWORKING EVENT

Come celebrate with the Union Township
Chamber of Commerce and the Union Center
Business District for the Chamber’s Annual
“Kick Off to Mayor’s Weekend!” on Wednesday,
August 23, 2016, from 5-7 p.m. at The AVE of
Union, 1070 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ.
The event will honor this year’s sponsors,

highlight the cause for 2017 and encourage
community participation. The Mayor’s Weekend
is comprised of the “Welcome Fall Festival on
Saturday, Sept. 23 and the Union Chamber’s 7th
Annual 5k Run on Sunday, September 24. 
“This event features a fun way to honor our

Event Sponsor, Shake A Paw Rescue and
Adoption Center and all of our sponsors,” said
Chamber CEO James Masterson. “This is an

enjoyable event that celebrates an important and
worthy community undertaking. We are grateful
to everyone who is working to make this a
success.”
He added that a portion of the proceeds from

this year’s event will go to assist the Lacerda
family of Union.
Admission is free, but pre-registration is

required. Contact the Chamber to register at (908)
688-2777 or email:
executivedirector@unionchamber.com.
The Union Township Chamber of Commerce

is a professional association dedicated to
strengthening, uniting, promoting and
representing member businesses located in Union
and the surrounding area.

RUN FOR A CAUSE!
Each year, the Union Township Chamber of

Commerce hosts

The Mayor’s Day 5K Run
with a portion of the proceeds
donated to a local family in need.
Please help us in our efforts this

year, to support

The Lacerda Family.
All proceeds will be used for medical bills,
medical insurance, his care and continuing
therapy to help Mike physically and

cognitively.
We are counting on your support!

The Lacerda family is living proof that
life can change in an instant.

In May 2016, Christina and Michael Lacerda, and
their daughter, experienced a life-shattering event:
39-year-old Mike suffered a ruptured brain aneurysm,
followed by three strokes. The young dad survived,
but was left incapacitated, and unable to work, drive,
or take care of himself.
The tragedy has also left the family financially
devastated. They are struggling to pay $2400 a month
for Cobra coverage for Mike’s therapy, prescriptions,
and doctors’ visits.
They are also in jeopardy of losing their home, and
cannot afford it on one salary. The Lacerda family has
wiped out all of their savings for medical bills.
Meanwhile, they are still waiting to hear if Mike is
eligible for disability.
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Specializing In:
• All Masonry Repairs
• Retaining Walls
• Steps
• Basements
• Foundations
• Cracks & Repairs

ANY HOUSE
GUTTER 
CLEANING
$8000
Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 8/31/17

YOUR HOME DESERVES THE VERY BEST!

WITH THIS AD

ANY MASON
REPAIR

10%
OFF
Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 8/31/17

WITH THIS AD

LIMESTONE,
NEW LANDING,
NEW BRICKS

$2300
Up to 4 Steps, 5ft. Long
Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 8/31/17

WITH THIS AD

50 YEAR
SHINGLE
OWEN CORNING

PLATINUM
CALL FOR
PRICING

WITH THIS AD

Lic # 13VH08869300

1-800-766-2390
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
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908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ

We accommodate the
trade as well as the 
do-it-yourselfers!
We are always 
ready to assist.

Largest Display of Cambridge

Pavers in Union County

See above display and others at www.cambridgepavers.com

Prices
per yardSOIL

Black Topsoil .................................$35

MULCH
Black Dyed ....................................$30
Brown Dyed ..................................$30
Red Dyed .......................................$32
Hardwood ......................................$20
Play Ground ..................................$35

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS
Concrete Sand ...............................$48
3⁄4 Clean Stone ...............................$38
Stone Dust .....................................$34
QP ....................................................$34

DECORATIVE STONE
3⁄8 Red Stone...................................$68
3⁄4 Red Stone...................................$66
3⁄4 Pearl Pebble ..............................$86
2-4  Pearl Pebble ...........................$86
3⁄4 Arctic White ..............................$86
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .............$58
1 Riverbed......................................$60
2-4 Riverbed ..................................$60

Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday

SERVICING LANDSCAPERS,
MASONS & HOME OWNERS

FREESame Day Delivery5-Yards or more

DRAINAGE
Pipe • Catch Basins

HARDSCAPE

TOOLS
Mason Tools • Shovels •Rakers

Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

LAWN & GARDEN
Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat MossBelgium 

Block 

Concrete
Block

Curbing

Limestone
Treads

Cement

Prices subject to change without notice.

Diamond Blades


