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CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE - ADS START $60
Each month 6,500 newspapers are mailed to every home 
and business in the North Plainfield 07060 zip code.

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Joe Renna at (908) 447-1295 Email: joerenna@rennamedia.com

Sudden Service with a 
Smile. 24/7 since 1985.

EXPERT BATHROOM &
KITCHEN REMODELING

Tom Ruperto Plumbing Lic # 7244
Jim Coyle Plumbing Lic # 7189

$50 OFF
ANY REPAIR
Mention this offer; no need to cut! 

1 coupon per customer. 
Not valid with  any other offers.

Professional Reliable
Service

All Makes & Models

800.760.7199
908.226.1616
210 New Market Avenue.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
www.rupcoeplumbing.com

SORORITY DONATES TO F.I.S.H. OF NORTH PLAINFIELD

Beta Alpha Rho Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
Inc., recently collected non-perishable food items to donate
to F.I.S.H. of North Plainfield, a Community Food Program
servicing North Plainfield residents for over 40 years.
Beta Alpha Rho Zeta Chapter is a graduate chapter

established on November 18, 2016 in North Plainfield, NJ.
Ten professional women chartered the chapter to be of
service in Somerset County. The charter members are Kiana
Lawhorn, Lynnelle Thomas, Adrianne Jackson, Catricia
Shaw, Lytanda Zellner, Myra McDonald, Jacqueline Gaskin,
Jacqueline Battice, Rashida Roach and Katrina Hampton.
While our members have a wealth of skills in Education,
Social Services, Health and Finance; we recognize we cannot
work alone. Therefore, it is our number one goal to establish
a working relationship with the County’s resources that

support community outreach and volunteerism.
Our overall vision is to implement sustainable programs and

partnerships that will improve the quality of life for the
residents of Somerset County. In addition to fulfilling the
needs of our National, Regional, and State initiatives; we plan
to bring support to the following communities: Bound Brook,
Franklin Township, North Plainfield, Somerville and South
Bound Brook with additional community service projects held
in the surrounding communities as needed.
For more information or to create a partnership, please feel

free to contac: 
Kiana Lawhorn President, bapzpresident@gmail.com, +1

(973) 885-2799; Lynnelle Thomas. 1st Vice President,
lynnellex3@gmail.com; Lytanda Zellner, Financial Secretary,
bluezellner15@yahoo.com.

(above l-r) Lynnelle Thomas, Lytanda Zellner, Patricia Rosado, F.I.S.H. Coordinator, 
Kiana Lawhorn, Myra Mcdonald and Janice Allen, F.I.S.H. Treasurer



The Pride of North Plainfield is published by
Renna Media. 6,500 newspapers are printed
monthly and are mailed to every businesses and
homes in North Plainfield, NJ using the 07060
zip code and are distributed for free pick-up
throughout town.
Although great care has been taken to ensure

the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
©2017. Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media.

Renna Media welcomes the comments and
concerns of its readers put into writing and sent
via phone, fax or email to:

Renna Media, LLC
Publisher: Joe Renna

202 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ 07016
Phone: 908-447-1295
Fax: 908-709-9209

Email: joerenna@rennamedia.com
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PROMOTE YOUR EVENT
Community service organizations and

sports teams are encouraged to submit news
of upcoming events or highlights and photos
on recent events.
Organizations who are interested in

submitting content can email  
editor@rennamedia.com
or call 908-418-5586

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 6/10/17

Spring Special

908-361-6372

PAUL ROBESON YOUTH ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Submitted by Dr. Lennox Small, Principal, Middle School

On April 4, 2017 Raritan Valley Community
College held the 27th Annual Paul Robeson
Youth Achievement Awards Program. The
featured keynote speaker was Dr. Gloria
Boseman of New Jersey City University. The
program is named in honor of the late
humanitarian and scholar. Each year the Paul
Robeson Institute for Ethics, Leadership, and
Social Justice; founded by Evelyn Field, selects
deserving middle school students within
Somerset County that exemplify the legacy of

Robeson. Nominations are presented by faculty
members of select middle schools,
The students were recognized for their

achievements and leadership in scholarship, arts,
athletics and community service. This year’s
recipients from North Plainfield Middle School
are Ashley Dawsey and Ka’Chane Russell. These
young women represent the best and the brightest
of our nation. This award captures the essence of
who they are and the legacy they will leave
behind as they transition to high school.

(above l-r) Ka’Chane Russell & Ashley Dawsey.
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SALE
ON ALL-STORE FUR COATS, 

JACKETS AND ALL
REVERSIBLE RAINWEAR

NEW CUSTOMER
SPEC IAL
CLEAN, GLAZE AND STORE 

YOUR COAT AND GET 
NEXT YEAR FREE!
That’s right.

Free storage on us!
We invite you

to come meet us.

908-322-1414
1721 East Second St. • Scotch Plains, NJ

(Ample Parking in Rear of Salon)

FUR STORAGE 
TIME

COME SEE OUR 
EXCITING 

NEW LINE OF
ACCESSORIES

La Marqué
Fur Salon
Safeguard your precious

Furs, Leathers 
and Shearlings. 
See us for expert 
Restyling, Repairs 
and Cleaning.

ROTARY CLUB WINE TASTING AND AWARD DINNER
Family and friends gathered at Giovanna’s

Restaurant in Plainfield in April to honor Shirley
Weaver Thompson as she received the 2017
Service Above Self Award from the Rotary Club
of Plainfield-North Plainfield. Mrs. Thompson, a
resident of South Plainfield, was selected for the
award for her “Shirley Thompson’s Christmas”
project that she has run for the past fourteen
years.
Mrs. Thompson’s project includes working

with the community to gather food and supplies
sufficient to prepare over one hundred Christmas
dinners for the elderly and others in need. She
also works with local businesses and
organizations to gather gifts for children and gift
cards for the seniors and teenagers to help make
their Christmas Day a special one.
“I grew up in a poor family and know what it’s

like not to have Christmas presents,” Mrs.
Thompson said after she received the award. She
thanked her family and friends who support the
project and put in the long hours every year to
make it a truly special and highly successful
event.
Attendees at the dinner enjoyed the friendly

banter and one-liners by the master of
ceremonies, Mike Castoral. The Rotary Club’s
president, Ravenell Williams, and club member
Magdalena Morales worked the crowd by selling
tickets for an attendance drawing at the end of the
evening. And Rotarian Tom Reedy’s entertaining
presentation of door prizes was also enjoyed by
the crowd, some of whom received the give-a-
way of a bottle of wine from each course of the
dinner. A grand prize of a basket of all four wines
was won by South Plainfield resident Brian
Townley.

At the end of the evening, Mr. Williams
thanked everyone for attending and supporting
the Club and Mrs. Thompson’s project. “When
we think of service to others that the Service
Above Self Award represents, we think of people
like Shirley Thompson who give so selflessly to
help others,” he said. He then announced that the
Rotary Club was not only donating the proceeds
from the attendance drawing, but also
supplementing it to bring the total donation by
the Club to $1,000.00 for the project. The winner
of the attendance drawing also donated $200 to
Mrs. Thompson’s project.
The Service Above Self Award is presented by

the Rotary Club annually to that special person
who has exemplified the Rotary motto in their
private or public life. Past recipients of the award
include Janice Allen, former mayor and
councilwoman North Plainfield (2010 - inaugural
recipient); William Parenti, North Plainfield
Chief of Police (2011); Michael Townley, South
Plainfield resident and Rotary member (2012);
Donna Albanese, Plainfield business owner and
leader (2013); Dr. Marilyn Birnbaum,
Superintendent of Schools North Plainfield
(2014); Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp (2015);
North Plainfield Mayor Michael Giordano
(2016).
For more information about the Rotary Club

of Plainfield-North Plainfield, visit their website
at www.RotaryPNP.org. 
The club meets every Wednesday at 12:15 PM

at Giovanna’s Restaurant, 1462 South Avenue in
Plainfield. 
Anyone interested in learning more about

Rotary and the club is invited to attend a meeting
as a guest of the Club.

(above) Shirley Thompson
2017 Service Above Self Award winner.

Enjoy Aging . . .Luxury Senior Living, Family Style“The Residences at Warren”

PLEASE CALL (908) 526-8130
OR VISIT CHCHOUSING.ORG

FOR MORE INFO.

- Private suite with full bath- Cooking and housekeepingincluded- Hobby and craft space- Onsite library- Wi-Fi throughout- On-Floor laundry- Onsite parking- Handicap accessible
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com
BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/6/17.

$125 OFF
ADULT BUFFET

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/6/17.

$250 OFF
2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/6/17.

$500 OFF
4 ADULT
BUFFETS

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 6/6/17.

$10 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10......................$7.49
Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ...........................$7.99
Kids 7-10 .....................$5.99
Kids 3-6 .......................$3.99
2 & Under..................FREE!

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.59
Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi. 

Most selection and top quality among all competitors. 
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi. 
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and 

confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together 
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood, 
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in 
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,
Police, College Students

Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)

MOTHER’S

DAY SPECIAL

Serving Crab Legs

$1699
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Margot Hamel
Independent Sales Agent

908-625-3700

Helping people live healthier lives.

Authorized to Offer

North Plainfield 
Business Association

MEMBERSHIP INFO
ANNUAL DUES:Payable to North Plainfield
Business Association
Standard Membership - FREE!
Bronze Level Sponsor - $100
Silver Level Sponsor - $200
Gold Level Sponsor - $300
Bronze, Silver & Gold Sponsorships include:
• Sponsorship of One Annual Meeting
• Special Sponsor Listing on all Communications 
• Special Recognition at all events
• Access to membership list for eblasts 

(Bronze 2x, Silver 4x, Gold 6x)
• ______Silver & Gold Permitted to post banners 

at all meetings and events
• _Gold Sponsors receive complimentary full page 

in NPBA calendar 
• Gold Sponsors mentioned in all Advertising
Please return application to Bruce Heyman at
Fabricland:  FAX 908-755-6368
EMAIL – bruce@fabricland.com
MAIL – 855 Route 22, North Plainfield, NJ 07060
QUESTIONS?  
Call Bruce 908-755-4700;  
Pete Eddy 908-256-1273; 
or Danny Dominguez 908-447-2468 
(Spanish version available from Mr. Dominguez)

Antonio Lopez
Sales Representative

Office: 908-322-4434
Fax: 908-322-2352

antonio.lopez@era.com
Hablo Espanol

SUBURB REALTY AGENCY
1773 E. 2nd St., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Cell: 848-250-2409

www.tonylopezera.com
Each ERA® Office is Independently Owned and Operated

NORTH PLAINFIELD BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
The April meeting for the NPBA was held on

Tuesday April 28th at the International Sports Bar
at 403 Somerset Street in town. Marvin
Dominguez sponsored and hosted the meeting.
The guest speaker was Chris Yim of AFLAC. He
gave a presentation on the Insurance Benefits that
AFLAC provides to a small business. 
The next NPBA meeting will be held on

Tuesday May 30th 7:00 pm location TBD. The

NPBA membership remains free. There are
elevated membership levels, which range in price
from $100 - $300, which includes benefits and
sponsorship opportunities. Anyone interested in
the NPBA can reach out to: Pete Eddy 908-256-
1273, Danny Dominguez 908-447-2468, or
Bruce Heyman 908-755-4700. You can also find
the North Plainfield Business Association on
Facebook.

(above l-r) Cindy Bloyd, Valley National Bank; Chris Yim, AFLAC (presenter); 
Danny Dominguez & Christian Dominguez, International Sports Bar; 

Cordell Toson, Owner of Arooga's Grille House & Sports Barl

“Tailored Financing for
Today’s Small Business”
www.whiterosefunding.com
844.WRFUNDS / 844.973.8637

A MESSAGE FOR COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE BROKERS,

LANDLORDS, FRANCHISORS AND
PROFESSIONALS WHOSE CLIENTS
NEED A CERTAINTY OF FUNDING.

White Rose Funding is a direct and indirect lender that
can provide funding for:
• Tenants in need of capital for a build-out, 
equipment or machinery;
• Franchisee and other Start-Ups in need of 
acquisition funding or working capital; and
• An established business that has sudden
and temporary cash needs.
We provide flexible financing on fair terms that
rewards the forwarder by offering:
• Financial remuneration to the forwarder; and
• A tailored solution for your client.
For example, a Landlord or Commercial Real Estate
Broker is showing property to a prospective tenant, the
location is ideal, but the build-out cost is likely beyond
the tenant’s initial budget. The Landlord seeks personal
guarantees sensing there could be financial issues down
the road. White Rose Funding could provide a term loan
for the build-out, fixtures and equipment, and a working
capital loan that will ring-fence the rent guarantee. 
There is no cost to your client unless we provide the
financing.
If the client does not enjoy prime credit status, we have
relationships with preferred SBA Lenders that can make
the process fast and efficient.

When you need access to an alternate 
lending source for your business needs, 
please consider White Rose Funding.
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GIRL SCOUT FOOD DRIVE IS A SUCCESS
More than five carloads of non-perishable food

and $228.78 was collected at an April 1 North
Plainfield Girl Scout, Stop & Shop, Watchung,
N.J., food drive. The food items benefited the
North Plainfield branch of the Somerset County
Food Bank and the local FISH, Inc., Food Bank
Program. Monetary donations are ear marked for
FISH.
The food banks are appreciative of the girls’

hard work. “I have never seen a donation so large.
What a wonderful success!,” said Jessica Pratt
food bank volunteer. Janice Allen, FISH treasurer
said, “The girls did an awesome job. The money
will be used for those in need of perishable items.
We are very grateful for the donations.”
For more than six hours, six troops worked in

shifts to receive the food items and monetary
donations from patrons of Stop & Shop. Along
the way, the donated items and money was
transported to Holy Cross Church, North
Plainfield, where members of a seventh troop
sorted and packed the items in shifts for seven
hours and counted the money donations. The
food donations were transferred to the food bank
and food program the same weekend.
“The food drive was fun and great for the

community, too,” said Madison Kasper, Troop
65255 cadet.
The leaders are proud of the girls who

dedicated their time. “We are happy our girls
support such a terrific cause,” co-leader and
project coordinator Nancy Pierro said.

(above) Members of North Plainfield Girl Scout troop 65255 sort food drive donations.

732-991-0968
Edison, NJ

Oryansheatingandcooling.com

PRESEASON A/C 
CHANGE-OUT

$30
SERVICE CALL

AS LOW AS $93
PER MONTH

FURNACE CHANGE
OUT SPECIAL

COMMERCIAL SPECIAL
N.T.E. SERVICE P/M PLAN.

You decide what you want to pay for the year.
Local, Family Owned. Quality work.

Ryan DeLisa

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALS

Master HVACR #
19HC00758100



The Pride • Page 8 • May 2017          

Why Repave?
Sealcoat & Save!

$50 OFFDRIVEWAY REPAIRor SEALCOATING

• Parking Lot Line Striping
• Driveways & Parking Lots
• Specializing in Large Parking Lots
• Hot Rubberized Crack Filling

WE WILL EDGE, CLEAN, PRIME OIL SPOTS & SEALCOAT YOUR DRIVEWAY!

MAKE YOUR ASPHALT GREAT AGAIN!

Minimum purchase $500. Limit one. No other discounts apply. Exp. 5/31/17.

backtoblacksealcoating@yahoo.com

FULLY INSURED!
Lic# 13VH06534400

BACK TO BLACK SEALCOATING

732-968-3646
backtoblacksealcoating.com

• Hot Asphalt Repairs • Tennis Courts
• Asphalt or Coal Tar (Emulsion Sealer)
• Pothole Patching • SNOW REMOVAL
• Power Washing • Asphalt Patch Work

We will beat any legitimate 
Sealcoat company’s written estimate.

Call for a
FREE Estimate 
& Receive a
FREE Gift!

5% DISCOUNT
FOR SENIORS
& VETERANS!

SPRING GIVING FOOD “BASKETS” FOR NEEDY
Twelve families, (38 people) from four North

Plainfield schools received Spring Giving Food
“Baskets” collected and donated by North
Plainfield Girl Scouts. The food “baskets”
contained the fixings for a fine spring or holiday
meal, other staple food items, and also a
supermarket gift card each – intended for fresh
meat and/or produce purchase.
Nurses from North Plainfield schools, West

End, East End, Stony Brook and Somerset,
identified the needy families. The “baskets” were
gathered by the local Girl Scouts and delivered
to the local school nurses, who distributed the
“baskets” to ensure the families remained
anonymous.
Troop 65794 Cadet Girl Scout Rachael Given

said, “We spring forward by giving back. We
shop together as a troop and assemble the bags
for delivery to help others.”
Co-leaders of the organizing troop 65516,

Diana Ehling and Renee Hobson, said, “We are
proud of our girls who commit to this project year
after year.”

(above l-r) North Plainfield Girl Scouts
McKenna Dougherty and Bridget Thomas hold

the food bags gathered for Spring Giving
Food “Baskets” intended for local families.

“THE BOY AND HIS WANDERING WALLABY”
IS SECOND CHILDREN’S BOOK 
BY AUTHOR JAMIE M. MILLER

The picture book is aimed for ages Pre-K
through First grade. Miller uses the nameless
male character, based off of her son, from the
first book, making him the star of the series.
Like the first book, “The Boy and His
Wandering Wallaby” touches on characteristics
of Autism and Sensory Processing Disorder and
the attachment children can have with a specific
object that they use for comfort, such as a
stuffed animal. In the story, the boy and his
wallaby share many adventures until one day,
the boy wakes up to find his wallaby missing.
He panics, but his mother once again comforts
her son and promises to find the beloved toy
while he is in school. At the end of the day, the
boy returns home and waiting is his wallaby!                                                                                                             
Once more, Miller collaborated with

illustrator and friend, Matthew J. Corrales to
bring the book to life. Corrales was up for the
challenge of drawing the wallaby and the new

scenes in the second book, which are even more
detailed and visually stimulating than the
original.
Miller will be hosting several readings of

“The Boy and his Wandering Wallaby”
throughout 2017 at local libraries, elementary
and pre-schools  and other events. She will kick
off the “Read across America Campaign” at
John P. Faber Elementary School in Dunellen at
the end of February and will post future events
and book signings on her Facebook page, The
Boy Series. 
“The Boy and His Wandering Wallaby” was

published in November, 2016. Along with “The
Boy in the Yellow Raincoat,” both are available
online in print and electronic versions through 
Barnes and Noble 
(http://www.barnesandboble.com)
Amazon (http://www.amazon.com) 
and Lulu Publishing (http://www.lulu.com)

(above 
and right) 
Jamie M. Miller 
authored her 
second book 
“The Boy 
and His Wallaby”

Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church
(WAPC) is celebrating its 100th Anniversary,
this Sunday April 30th with a special combined
service with our sister church, Trinity United
Church of Warren.
WAPC has served the North Plainfield

community since 1916, both spiritually and
with community based outreach. 
For more than 15 years, we were the location

of a subsidized Head Start program for children
3-5 years old.
Today, we are home to several community

programs, including the North Plainfield
YMCA After-School Program, the WIC
program, which provides needed assistance to
women, children, and infants, English as a
Second Language classes, Zumba fitness

classes, the local Girl and Boy Scout troops, a
Spanish speaking AA Program, and the Joshua’s
Closet Thrift Store, which donates the earnings
from the reasonable sale of items to cancer
research.
We share our sanctuary with two additional

Spanish speaking congregations, and we have
recently started new relationships with the Beta
Alpha Rho Zeta Chapter of the Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority Inc. and the Barack Obama Green
Charter High School of Plainfield.
Throughout its history, WAPC has always

reached out to our neighbors and our
community. So as we celebrate this 100th
Anniversary, we keep these thoughts in mind,
“Cherish our Past, Live in the Present and Go
Forward in Faith”.

WATCHUNG AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IS CELEBRATING ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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Formerly Affordable Tree Care

Tree Service - Masonry

10% OFF
ANY SERVICE

$300 maximum discount
Coupon must be presented at time of
estimate. Cannot be applied to previous

estimates or scheduled work. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 5/31/17

FREE
STUMP GRINDING
With Any Tree We Remove.
Includes Removal of Up to 

1 Yard of Grindings
$300 maximum discount

Coupon must be presented at time of 
estimate. Cannot be applied to previous 

estimates or scheduled work. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 5/31/17

FULLY INSURED • 24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Call Today For
A FREE Estimate

yaqr

We Will Beat Any Written Quote 
From A Reputable, Insured Tree Service.

908-414-4509
STEVEN MERLO - Realtor®

Cell 908-403-0300
Office 908-561-5400 Ext. 6034
Email smerlo@weichert.com

Watchung Office
55 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ
Contact me for a free market

analysis of your home

NORTH PLAINFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
6 Rockview Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 • 908-755-7909 • SCLSNJ.org

Ristorante and Pizza
Eat-in / Takeout Menu / We Deliver

Wishes you
Buon Appetito!

Bringing you the very best Italian dishes. 
It is our pleasure to serve you. 
Feel free to bring your own beer or wine. 
Call Ahead for Fast Pickup

(We accept our competitor's coupons!)

393 Somerset St. (Somerset Square)
North Plainfield, NJ

$3.00
OFF

Any order of 
$25 or more.

No credit cards.

(908) 561-7676
Fax (908) 561-7678

NORTH PLAINFIELD
SENIORS BUS TRIP

The North Plainfield Seniors sponsors an
express bus trip from 300 Clinton Ave. to the
Golden Nugget Casino the 2nd Wednesday of
each month. All are welcome to join us. Free
parking is available in the lot at Saint Luke's
Church 300 Clinton Ave.
For reservations and more information call

Edith at 908-753-6812. The cost is $30.00. Upon
arrival at the casino you will receive $25.00
voucher to use on the casino floor and a $5.00
voucher toward the purchase of food.

Exceptional sub-acute rehab and long term care.

SPECIAL NEEDS SOCIAL HOUR AT THE LIBRARY
On March 27, Somerset County Library

System of New Jersey's Warren Twp. Library
branch hosted a Special Needs Social Hour
program. 
These programs are designed for adults with

special needs (21+) to meet new people and
explore fun and interesting activities including
music, art, yoga, gardening, crafts, and more.
Monday's program explored container gardening
with Laura DePrado of Final Touch Landscaping. 

Program dates and times are subject to change. All
programs are free and registration is required unless

otherwise indicated. Visit SCLSNJ.org or call the Library
for more information and to register.

Note: SCLSNJ’s library branches will be closed on
Sunday, May 14 for Mother’s Day; Tuesday, May 23 for
Staff Development; Sunday, May 28 and Monday, May

29 for Memorial Day.
System-Wide Special Event

May 19, 7-10 p.m.
Teen Tycoons: An Entrepreneurial Competition

(grades 7-12) 
ALL AGES

Book Donations Today!
May 6, 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Drop-In Craft
Mother’s Day Craft on

May 9, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

CHILDREN, TWEEN, & TEEN
PROGRAMS

Teen Game Day
May 8, & 15 3:30-5 p.m.

(grades 6-12):
No registration required.

Teen Cooking
You Pick the Meal on

May 9, & 16, 3:30-5 p.m.
(tweens & teens)

Rhyme & Play Storytime
May 10, & 17, 10-11 a.m.

(2-4 years old)
Dungeons & Dragons

May 10, 17, 24, & 31, 3:30-6:15 p.m.
(tweens & teens)

Moving Kiddos Storytime
May 11, & 18, 10-10:30 a.m.
(6 months - 2.5 years old)

Jr. FIRST LEGO League Expo
May 6, 1-4 p.m.

(ages 6-9)
Kids Cook

May 18, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
(grades 3-5)

ADULT PROGRAMS
English Conversation Group

May 8, 15, & 22, 7-8:30 p.m.
No registration required.

Citizenship Class
May 11, 18, & 25, 6-8:30 p.m.

For more information, call 732-777-1940
Drop-In Computer Lab: Resume Help

May 6, 9:30-11 a.m.
Morning Knitting & Crochet Meetup

May 9, 10 a.m. - noon.
No registration required.

Book Discussion:
May 11, 1-2 p.m. & May 18, 7:15-8:30 p.m.

“Modern Lovers” by Emma Straub
Antique Road Show: What Are Your Treasures Worth?:

May 20, 2-4 p.m.
Vegan Cooking:

Tempeh Meatballs on
May 25, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Medicare Workshop:
May 30, 6-7:30 p.m.

Friends of the North Plainfield Library Meeting:
May 31, 7-8:30 p.m.

For more information about these and other programs,
visit SCLSNJ.org.
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BREAK THE SILENCE: PEOPLE ARE BEING VICTIMIZED EVERYDAY AND
VERY FEW ARE TALKING ABOUT IT. IT’S TIME TO ADDRESS THIS CRISIS.
Maybe you have been personally affected by

this, but if not, I’m certain that you know
someone who has been a victim. According to
reports, every 98 seconds an American is
sexually assaulted. Every eight minutes that
victim is a child. Nearly one out of every six
American women is a victim of sexual assault.
And one out of every six males will be assaulted
by the time they are 18 years old.

Victims of sexual assault are more likely to
experience poor performance in school,
increased professional issues at work, and more
difficulty in relationships with family, friends
and co-workers. They are also more likely to
suffer suicidal or depressive thoughts. They are
3.4 times more likely to use marijuana, 6 times
more likely to use cocaine, and 10 times more
likely to use other major drugs.
The prevalence of sexual assault in our

communities has raised it to the level of a public
health crisis. Everyone is at risk, yet the greatest
sustaining element of this crisis is our collective
silence on the issue. It’s time to start talking,
now.
Victims of sexual assault often do not speak

up for a number of reasons; They blame
themselves, or fear that they will be blamed for
what happened to them; They feel shameful and
embarrassed; The memory of the assault is too
painful to re-live in the process of reporting it;
They fear repercussions from family members
or intimate partners; They fear no one will
believe them. This silence allows perpetrators to
remain unknown and unpunished.
There is also a certain lack of clarity on the

definition of sexual assault that works to support
this silence. Usually when the topic is raised, the
conversation gets centered on rape, and usually
involves sudden attack form a stranger or
someone new. It is important to understand that
“sexual assault” includes many other
inappropriate and more subtle behaviors than
rape. And that assault can occur even within
relations between intimate partners.
WHAT IS SEXUAL ASSAULT/SEXUAL

VIOLENCE? It is “any sexual activity where
consent is not freely given. This includes
completed or attempted sex acts that are against
the victim's will or involve a victim who is
unable to consent. Sexual assault also includes
non-contact, unwanted sexual experiences such
as verbal sexual harassment.” –CDC
April was National Sexual Assault Awareness

month. The month has ended, but our work is far
from finished.
What are some things that we can do as a

community to address the issue? We can
establish an environment within our own
personal realms of influence that makes it easier
for victims to speak up. Adopt rules and policies
for addressing inappropriate conduct. Educate
our children about “O.K. touch,” and “Not O.K.
touch.” Call out insensitive jokes and comments
made by others in our social circles. Report
suspicious behavior and activities to law
enforcement or appropriate authority. Continue
to raise awareness on the issue not just in April,

but throughout the entire year. Most importantly
we can commit ourselves to believing, first, the
victims story when they speak up.
If you, reading this article, are a victim of

sexual abuse or would like to help someone who
has been victimized, there are trained counselors
and mental health professional available to listen
and speak with you anonymously, free of cost,
24/7, and they will believe you.
Zufall Health, Somerset County 908.526.7444
RAINN (Rape, Abuse & Incest National
Network) 800.656.4673
NSVRC (National Sexual Violence Resource
Center) 877.739.3895
If you missed the opportunity to join last

month’s national campaign efforts to address the
issue, it is not too late. Any of the organizations
listed above can provide you with helpful tools
and resources to guide you in continued efforts.

The plague of sexual assault is far too large a
problem to be adequately addressed in one
month’s worth of activities. Your voice and
efforts are desperately needed year round if we
are to make any significant change. 
This year’s national Sexual Assault Awareness

theme is ‘Engaging New Voices.’ The 2017
emphasis is on encouraging and equipping
coaches, fathers, members of Greek life, and faith
leaders to play stronger roles in changing the
culture and societal norms that allow sexual
assault to persist. I’m calling on the North
Plainfield Community to join me in raising
awareness and become active partners in
addressing this public crisis. Together we can
make a difference.
Councilwoman Miller can be reached 
by Phone: 609-848-8801 
or Email: keiona@keionamiller.com 
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CONSTRUCTION

CRAFTS

FOODAUTO

FASHION

ENTERTAINMENT

HEALTH & BEAUTY

HOME GOODS

MISCELLANEOUS

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

SPORTS & RECREATION

FAMILY & PERSONAL SERVICECOMPUTER

PUT YOUR AD HERE
FOR ONLY $20

CALL JOE RENNA
908-447-1295

Check out local photo albums 
at www.rennamedia.com

Check out local photo albums 
at www.rennamedia.com

CHECK OUT LOCAL 
PHOTO ALBUMS AT
RENNAMEDIA.COM

Single Listing Space: 2"  x  1”
Double Listing Space: 2" x   2"

RATE FOR
ANY 1
NEWSPAPER

$50
$90

RATE FOR
ANY 3

NEWSPAPERS

$85
$150

RATE FOR
ANY 6

NEWSPAPERS

$115
$210

RATE FOR
ANY 9

NEWSPAPERS

$135
$240

RATE FOR
ANY 12
NEWSPAPERS

$150
$270

RATE FOR
ANY 15
NEWSPAPERS

$165
$290

RATE FOR
ALL 18
NEWSPAPERSRates are per month.

$20
$36

PREPAY 6 MONTHS AND GET 1 FREE / PREPAY 12 MONTHS AND 10% OFF PLUS 2 FREE

INTRODUCING THE NEW CLASSIFIED SECTION
CALL JOE 908-447-1295

locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
TO DIGITAL
FILES & DVD

• Video Tape Transfers
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
• Audio Cassette to CD
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD
• LP to CD
• High Speed Slide Scanning
• Foreign Conversions

Don’t let your family 
memories fade away

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary

WINE TASTING EVENT TO BENEFIT BOY SCOUTS
The Boy Scouts of America, Patriots' Path

Council will be holding a Riedel Wine Tasting
event on Wednesday, May 24th at Alfies
Ristorante in Warren at 6:30pm. Guests will
sample great wine using Riedel Wine glasses,
learn more about the wines, how to pour them,
the effect wine glasses have and how to improve
the overall enjoyment of wine. The ticket price
of $150 includes hors d'oeuvres, four glasses of
red and white wine rated at 90 points or better on
the Wine Spectator List, four course meal,
auction and a set of Riedel Wine glasses to take
home. All guests must be 21 years or older to
attend. The event is being co-hosted by
community members and Scouting volunteers,
Karen and Michael Cantone of Warren.

The proceeds of this event provide the
necessary funds send underprivileged youth to
four of our camps in New Jersey and New York
State. Over 4,000 youth are served in this
program, and a total of 16,000 youth served in
traditional Scouting in our area. Most recently the
BSA has enhanced STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math) content in every facet of
Scouting, from summer camp to the Pinewood
Derby, by developing programs that explore the
STEM principles behind familiar Scouting
activities. The STEM Program is another
beneficiary of this event.
The RSVP deadline is 
Wednesday, May 17, 2017. Registration

required at www.ppcbsa.org/give/special-events.

PUT YOUR AD IN OVER 100,000 
NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY.

Simplify Your Life with V
House siting   Pet Siting  Child Care

908.912.4306
vanessa@simplifylifewithv.com



FREE
GUTTER GUARD

With any new gutter
installation

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

FIREPLACE CLEANING
CHIMNEY CAP

12 POINT INSPECTION
$74.99

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

$250-$350
ANY ROOF
REPAIR

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

STARTING
(any house)      AT

GUTTER
CLEANING

$65

Magic Improvement
CHIMNEY • MASONRY • GUTTER • ROOFING • SIDING

MASONRYROOFING GUTTERS
• Driveways
• Steps
• Repair
• Brick & Blocks
• Sidewalks

• Re-Roofing
• New Roofs
• Roof Repairs
• Shingles 
• Flat Roofs

• Cleaning
• Installation
• Screening
• Repairs
• Replacement

CHIMNEY

• Cleaning
• Rebuild 
• Repairs
• Capping

$800 OFFANY NEW
ROOF

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

201-693-4549
FULL INSURED

LIC# 13VH09057400

ALL JOBS 
GUARANTEED!

15% OFF ANY 
MASONRY JOB

15% SENIOR
DISCOUNT

CHIMNEY
LINING
SYSTEM
Benefits:
• Protect your house
from heat and 
corrosion

• Improve the
performance 
of your furnace

• Easy and effective 
cleaning
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