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(above, l-r) Joe and Tina Renna, owners of
Renna Media, LLC, in business since 1984,
have been publishing community
newspapers since 1998.
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With this premier issue, The Chathams will join Renna Media’s family of
newspapers, bringing the number of publications to twenty-one. The Chathams
will be direct mailed to every postal patron in Chatham Township and Chatham
Borough with a total circulation of 7,400, and will deliver important
information from the departments in town hall, along with news from the
schools and library. Community service organizations are encouraged to
promote their events and businesses, and residents can celebrate their
accomplishments free of charge. The newspaper’s goal is to be a positive
influence on the economic development and overall well-being of Chatham.
Renna Media is a Cranford based business owned and operated by husband
and wife team Joe and Tina Renna. Renna Media’s family of community
newspapers are published in and around Union, Somerset, and Morris counties
with a total circulation of 125,000 newspapers mailed monthly. The
publications are “hyper-local” in nature in that they contain information
focused on each individual town and are direct mailed within those towns.
The hyper-local design gives businesses the highest value for their
advertising dollars. The newspapers are designed (black ink on newsprint) to
keep the cost of an advertisement to as low as $60 for a business card size ad.
Regional businesses can take advantage of one low rate for being in multiple
publications. Inserts are also available.
For info about Renna Media publications, please contact
info@rennamedia.com; or call 908-418-5586.

Last month three therapy dogs, certified by St. Hubert’s
Animal Welfare Center, Madison, New Jersey, visited Library
of the Chathams, 214 Main Street, Chatham, NJ.
Each month the “Read Aloud to Therapy Dogs” program
takes place in the Children’s Room. Children take turns
reading to the dogs provided by St. Hubert’s Paws for People
program.
According to the Sarah Craggs of the Library of the

(above) Therapy dog, Finn.

Chathams, they’ve hosted the program for many years after
hearing of the benefits that reading to a therapy dog can have
on children. She stated, “Studies have shown that children
find it easier and have more confidence and less anxiety with
reading aloud to a pet who cannot judge them or make them
feel bad if they make a mistake.” The featured dogs last
month were Zelda, a Miniature Poodle; Brie, a Maltese; and
Finn, a Black Labrador Retriever.

(above, l-r) Therapy dogs Zelda and Brie.

Our 37th year serving the tri-state area.

Discount Prices Plus
FREE Local Delivery!

MAYTAG
WASHER SALE
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The Chathams is published by Renna Media.
7,400 newspapers are printed monthly and
mailed to every business and resident in
Berkeley Heights.
Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
©2018 Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media LLC.

MEET MARYANNE CHRISTIANO-MISTRETTA
YOUR CONTACT FOR NEWSPAPER CONTENT

To submit content email:
editor@rennamedia.com
Maryanne
Christiano-Mistretta

The Chathams
is online at
www.rennamedia.com
like us on
facebook.com/
The Chathams

Advertise in this
newspaper
7,400 papers
are printed
monthly
and mailed
to every home
and business
in The
Chathams.

Reserve space in the next issue.
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

Cottage Computers

Hello Readers!
I’m ecstatic to
introduce myself
as the new editor
for Renna Media.
It’s such an honor
working with Joe
and Tina Renna;
they are awesome!
Joe has asked
me to write a little
bit about myself
for our readership,
which is probably
a great idea since
I’ll often be out

and about in the community.
Residing in Union County with my husband,
Dennis, and our beloved cat Nicholas, my
interests, besides writing and editing, include
animals, music, and living a healthy lifestyle.
Writing professionally since 1995, I’m an
award-winning journalist. I received my award
from The NJ Society of Professional Journalists
for investigative journalism. I’m also an author,
public speaker, and poet (recently selected to read
at the All About Eve Arts Festival at the West End
Theatre in Long Branch, New Jersey).
Having a great passion for music, I’ve
developed a unique library program called “The
Learn & Listen Series” which pays homage to
legendary musicians.
The two-fold presentation begins as I host,
sharing a musician’s biography – which I wrote
– followed by actual live music from local New
Jersey and New York talent. Librarians can
choose from a variety of singers such as Ella
Fitzgerald, Nat King Cole, Sammy Davis Jr.,
John Lennon, Freddie Mercury, Johnny Cash,
Janis Joplin, and David Bowie.
I’m blessed to be able to work with performers
like indie recording artist Keith Beck; jazz
sensation Stephen Fuller (front man for Amani);

singer/performance artist, Anna Oh; and threetime Grammy winning producer, Rob Fusari.
“Learn & Listen” also includes Jayne
DiGregorio and Rich Timberlake, who work
behind-the-scenes filming for an upcoming
documentary.
In addition to the “Learn & Listen” series, I
also lecture on “History of the Newspaper
Industry,” “Going, Going, Gone: What the Next
Generation Won’t Remember” (seniors love that
one!), and there’s also a healthy foodies series,
which includes sampling.
Now, if you’ve read this far, you may be asking
yourself – how can this woman work so much
and still have time to edit 21 newspapers? As Joe
Renna himself says – “It’s not work, it’s a
lifestyle.” I somehow get everything done … and
with a big smile on my face.
When you have a grand passion for what you
do, it doesn’t matter what day it is. It could be a
Monday, or a Friday, and you’re equally as
happy. Sometimes I'm home all day working in
my pajamas; other times I'm having a blast taking
photos at a Winter Walk. Whether I sleep in or
get up super early to attend a town meeting, it’s
all good. In this line of work, every day is
different, and every day is exciting.
In just one month of working for Renna Media,
I’ve attended many fun affairs and met incredible
people. It brings a tear to my eye when a child
cheers, “I’m gonna be in the newspaper!” after I
take his or her photograph. That’s what it’s all
about – the essence of presenting a good story to
the community.
So, don’t hesitate to send me your community
news. We call on the arts, fundraisers, nonprofits,
new businesses – anything positive that should
be in your local newspaper.
Reach me at 908-858-4012, or email me at:
Editor@RennaMedia.com
I look forward to hearing from you!

Maryanne Christiano-Mistretta

®

RETAIL STORE & SERVICE CENTER

info@cottagecomputers.com
3 Lyons Mall
Basking Ridge, NJ

908-953-0386

www.cottagecomputers.com

Daniel P. Sullivan, DDS

Sanjeet R. Chaudhary, DMD

Shawn M. Lynn, DDS

Specialty Permit# 5442

Specialty Permit # 6328

Specialty Permit #6357

• Wisdom Teeth
• Tooth Extractions
• Dental Implants

• Full Mouth Implant Reconstruction
• IV Sedation/General Anesthesia
• Nitrous Oxide (Laughing Gas)

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE
WISDOM TOOTH CONSULTATION
($250 Value) • Please present ad at time of service

(908) 224-0577
• www.warrenoralsurgery.com
58 Mt. Bethel Road, Suite 202 • Warren, NJ 07059

Warren Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery Associates complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. 沃伦口腔和颌面外科协会（Warren Oral＆Maxillofacial Surgery Associates）遵守可适用的联
邦民权法律，不因种族、肤色、国籍、年龄、残疾或性别而歧视。Warren Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery Associates cumple con la legislación
vigente de derechos civiles de alcance federal y no discrimina en basea raza, color, país de origen, edad, discapacidad o sexo.
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CHATHAM LIBRARY EVENTS CALENDAR JANUARY 2017
The Chathams Library is Located at 214 Main St, Chatham, NJ 07928 • For more information, recurring programs, or to sign up for
programs visit the library online at https://chathamlibrary.org/ or call 973-635-0603.

ADULTS
Gen Y Networking Group
Wednesdays, January 3, 17; February 7, 21, 7 p.m.
All are welcome to attend this forum dedicated to
Generation Y young adults interested in job search,
networking, and career development.
Opening Reception
Sunday, January 7, 2:15 to 4 p.m.
Fanelo Aguayo, Chatham resident and Spanish national,
will hold a show of his oil paintings, “Extraordinary
Stories,” throughout January. Mr. Aguayo was the winner
of the Marian Anderson Memorial Award for Portraitures
in 2015 presented by the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey in Summit. Reception sponsored by
Friends of the Library.
Taxation University Workshop: How to Start a Small
Business in New Jersey.
Monday, January 8
(visit the library’s website for time) – Provided by the NJ
State Library and Taxation University, this workshop will
teach different business structures, how to register a
small business, legal entity registration, and how to
report your New Jersey business income.
Registration is limited to 30 people.
College Financial Planning Seminar.
Tuesday, January 9, 7:30
Mike Velasco, a college financial planner, will present a
workshop for parents on ways to pay for their child’s
college education. Topics will include: how to send your
child to the school of their dreams without going broke,
increasing eligibility for financial aid, and finding
scholarships and grants. Pre-registration is requested.
Medicare for Baby Boomers
Tuesday, January 16, 7 p.m.
Neil Berger, advisor and former educator, will discuss
Medicare issues including the impact COBRA will have
on Medicare, what to do if you work past retirement age,
how Medicare coordinates with group health insurance,
and other concerns. A question and answer session will
follow the presentation. Pre-registration is requested.

Taxation University Workshop Online
Businesses & New Jersey Tax
Monday, January 29, 4:30 p.m.
Provided by the NJ State Library and Taxation
University, this workshop will teach topics such as the
taxability of products and services; sales inside and
outside of the state; the basics of shipping products;
and the collecting and reporting of NJ Sales Tax.
Registration is limited to 30 people.
Book Group: The Woman in Cabin 10
Wednesday, January 31, 1 p.m.
The group will discuss “The Women in Cabin 10” by
Ruth Ware. Everyone is welcome to attend. You may
reserve a copy of the book at the Information Desk.
Italian Conversation Group
Fridays at 1 p.m., January 19 and February 16; and
Tuesdays at 7:15 pm., January 30 and February 27.
Start the new year improving your Italian language
skills. Luciana Santoriello and Carmen Del GuercioEvans moderate this Italian discussion group.

TEENS
Yoga for Teens
Thursdays, January 4, 11, 18, 25, 5 to 6 p.m.
Grades 8 to 12. Limited to 12 students. Registration
opens two weeks prior to each class. Angie Oberhelman,
LPC and owner of Stress and Emotional Wellness
Counseling, will offer yoga classes for teenagers. She
incorporates yoga in her therapy with teens and adults.
Ms. Oberhelman will guide you through poses (asana),
breathing (pranayama), and meditation (focusing) to help
you feel calm and energized. Mats, blocks, and straps
will be provided. Put your troubles aside, relieve some
stress, build self-esteem and have fun!
Video Game Club
Fridays, January 5, 12, 26, 3 to 4:45 p.m.
Grades 6 to 12 stop by to play Super Smash Bros.!
Teen Advisory Group
Thursday, January 18, 7 to 8 p.m.
Earn a volunteer hour while helping to plan new teen
programs. Discuss books, movies, music, and more!
Snacks will be served.

All children’s programs and events made possible by
Friends of the Library, unless otherwise noted.
Stories with the Librarian
Monday, January 8, 10 to 10:30 a.m.
All ages. Children and caregivers can enjoy a few
stories, a few songs, and maybe a simple craft.
ShopRite Nutrition: Let’s Get Tropical!
Monday, January 8, 4 to 5 p.m.
Ages 5 to 8. Limited to 15 children. Call to register. -Forget the cold and wintry weather; let’s have a beach
party and take a trip to the tropics through food! Think
pineapple, mango, coconut, and more!
Make a No-Sew Mini Olaf with Miss Polly
Thursdays, January 11 and 18, 4 to 5 p.m.
Ages 5 and up. Limited to eight children. Call to register.
– Make a mini Olaf stuffed toy based on the movie
“Frozen” in this two-week class!
Library Cinema.
Monday, January 15 (MLK Day), 2 p.m.
All ages. – Bring a mat or pillow to get comfortable.
We’ll provide the popcorn.
Stitch an Elephant and Piggie Valentine with
Miss Polly.
Thursdays, January 25, February 1, 8, 4 to 5 p.m.
Ages 6 and up. Limited to eight children. Registration
opens Thursday, January 11. – Make someone special a
cute Elephant and Piggie Valentine in this three-week
class!
Touch the Music: The Carnival of the Animals.
Wednesday, January 31, 4 to 4:45 p.m.
Ages 4 to 9. Limited to 40 children.
Registration opens Wednesday, January 17.
Touch the Music is a hands-on music program that
introduces children of all ages to the fascinating world of
musical instruments. After reading the poems by Ogden
Nash and listening to the beautiful music of Camille
Saint-Saens, Touch the Music owner Claudia Lemmerz
will introduce different instruments representing
the animals: violin, cello, bass, clarinet, glockenspiel,
and piano. Children will have the opportunity
to try them all out!

CHILDREN

CHATHAM VENTURE CREW 28 ON WINTER HIKE

Members of Chatham’s Venture Crew 28 hiked
Pyramid Mountain last month. A light snowfall
from the previous day added to their enjoyment
of the outdoors.
The Pyramid Mountain area is in Kinnelon,
New Jersey. It features unusual glacial erratics,
dramatic rock outcrops, extensive wetlands,
waterfalls, and many scenic overlooks including
views of the Manhattan skyline. Then there’s
Tripod Rock, a famous 160-ton perched boulder,
or glacial erratic, resting on top of three small
boulders.
Venturing is a program of the Boy Scouts of
America for males and females ages 14 to 21. It’s
about leadership experiences, high adventure
trips, community service efforts, and much more.
Crews can choose to be coed or, as in Crew
28’s case, can choose to be all-male or all-female.
Crew 28 is an all-female team that focuses on
outdoor activities and service projects. The crew
recently celebrated its one-year anniversary.
For information about Crew 28, contact
chathamcrew28@gmail.com.
For
more
information on Venturing youth and adult
programs, visit: https://www.scouting.org

(above) Crew 28 under Tripod Rock on Pyramid Mountain.

Photo by Frank Bott

SENIOR CENTER HOLIDAY PARTY

About 90 seniors attended the Senior Center of
the Chathams Holiday Party, held on December
19, 2017. The center is located on the lower level
of the Chatham Twp. Municipal Building at 58
Meyersville Road, Chatham.
Brightview Randolph sponsored the event.
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The Senior Center was founded 25 years ago
by Terry Berry. It’s open to all seniors – not just
residents of the Chathams. Over 11,000 seniors
visit the center annually. The center has regular
scheduled activities such as their book club,
movies, art, exercise, social dancing, cards, and
bus trips.
For more information,
visit: www.chathamseniorcenter.org

(above, l-r) Kristin Jones, program director;
Pam Mansfield, executive director; Doris
Wedwaldt, senior member; and Marianne
Slamm, vice president board of trustees.

Your Premier Health Food
& Nutritional Supplement Destination
Holistic Approach to Your Health & Well-Being

(above, 1-r) Terry Berry, founder of Senior
Center; and Pam Rudy, board of trustees.

Like us on Facebook

(above, l-r) Marie Milano, executive director
of sponsor Brightview Randolph; and Valerie
Crackel, community sales director of
Brightview Randolph.

Whole-Food Supplements For Better Absorption
Gluten-Free & Eclectic Groceries
EXPERT
Turmeric (Curcumin) / Omega-3
NUTRITIONAL
ED
HELP PROVID
Essential Oils & Much More!

908-522-1212 • 363 Springfield Ave., Summit, NJ

25% OFF SUPPLEMENTS
(Corner of Springfield & Beechwood)

Seniors enjoying the holiday party.

With this coupon. Expires 1/31/18.
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RENNA MEDIA
NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
125,000
NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!
Tina Renna 908-418-5586
tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
info@ rennamedia.com
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Adverr all
in 1 o w n s
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CHRISTMAS IN GERMANY AT LIBRARY OF THE CHATHAMS

A variety of holiday traditions in Germany
was presented by Torri Van Wei on Tuesday,
December 5, 2017 at Library of The
Chathams.
Twenty children and their parents stopped
by to learn about Saint Nikolaus, the patron
saint of children; sing German Christmas

songs; and decorate Gingerbread cookies.
Minati O’Connell launched the “Trip
Around the World” series which began in
September 2017 and will be ongoing until
May 2018. Other featured countries
included the Netherlands, India, France, and
Panama.

For more information, call the library at 973-635-0603; or visit: chathamlibrary.org.

(above l-r) Shala Gagliardi, a helping mom;
Torri Van Wei, program presenter; and Minati
O’Connell, program launcher.

(above l-r) Alexandra and William Hulsman
were excited to decorate Gingerbread cookies.

(above) Torri Van Wei teaching the children.

HELEN’S DRESSMAKING SHOP
- We Take Orders for Prom Dresses -We Make Dresses and Shirts-Tailoring Alterations for Men & Women- Tailoring for Brides & Bridesmaids -

50% OFF FABRIC

(above) Erik Abseck learning
about Christmas in Germany.

CALL US ABOUT OUR FULL COLOR PRINTING SERVICES
AND INSERTS. JOE 908-447-1295

973-635-9354
From 2 yards and up.

265 Main Street, Chatham
Open Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
to digital files & DVD

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Video Tape Transfers
DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
Audio Cassette to CD
Reel to Reel Audio to CD
LP to CD
High Speed Slide Scanning
Foreign Conversions

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com

908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083
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#LoveWhereYouLive
Visit TheIsoldiCollection.com or call 908-787-5990
WELCOME TO ECHO RIDGE - MOUNTAINSIDE
GRAND OPENING
Open House, January 28th 1:00pm to 4:00pm

23 Luxury Townhomes priced from the Mid $700,000’s
Models varying from 2480 to 2660 Square Feet
some with 1st floor Master Suites

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Cell: 908-787-5990

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555 x202
For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi | twitter @homeswestfield
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

