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Virginia to work with the Environmental School in Jarabacua
Republica Dominicana.
Recently, over Spring Break, four Peer Ambassadors
accompanied Mrs. Bridges to Caberete Republica Dominicana
to work with the Empowering Girls Service Learning
Opportunity with Mariposa, a Non-profit Organization that
educates, empowers girls and works to employ young women
who have graduated from their program. The ambassadors
from UHS worked together with a group from Boston, MA to
help the girls to beautify the Mariposa Center and interact with
the Mariposa girls in preparation for their Earth Day
Celebration on April 22, 2017.
Global education is a precious investment in the lives of our
young adults and potential leaders. Mrs. Bridges will continue
in her passion to educate adolescents through global travel and
service learning. She will be traveling again in 2019, giving
families and students an entire year to financially plan and
emotionally prepare for this global and life-changing
experience.
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Union High School’s Peer Ambassadors Leadership
Program was first established in 2012, as the Peer Mentors
Program. The purpose of the program was to have students
serve as mentors to incoming freshmen. Since that time, the
program has become a full Leadership Program, under the
direction of Patricia Bridges, School Counselor at Union High
School. This program provides a space and place where
students realize the leader that is within them by offering
opportunities to exercise innovation, initiative and strengthbased leadership. Since its establishment, the number of Peer
Ambassadors has grown from twenty-five mentors to over
one hundred and fifty. As a group of leaders, the theme has
always been: “Serve our School and Community – Changes
our Nation – Impacts the World”
In 2015, Mrs. Bridges contacted EF Tours (Education First)
regarding an International Service Learning trip for the Peer
Ambassadors. The trip was an extraordinary opportunity
where the parents of the students invested in their global
education. They joined with groups from New York and

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Call Tina today to reserve the space in this or other Renna Media publications.

Each month 5,500 newspapers are printed.
5,000 are mailed free to homes and businesses in Union.

Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today
at 908-418-5586 or email info@rennamedia.com
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DO YOU WANNA TO BUILD A SNOWMAN?

Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media.
5,500 newspapers are printed monthly and
5,000 are mailed free to businesses and residents
in Union and distributed free at distribution sites
throughout town.
Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.

Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 418-5586 • Fax: (908) 709-9209
E-mail: info@rennamedia.com

Thanks to a Student Council Fundraiser, the
ASPCA will be the recipient of $2,263 raised by
Battle Hill Elementary School in Union. Each
classroom began with a paper snowman which
included two eyes, a mouth and a scarf.
Donations were secured when students pooled
their funds and exchanged them for 'snow'
dollars which were used to make purchases in
order to accessorize their class snowman. Each
accessory was allocated a number of points
which aligned with the price, such as the
mustache, which was five 'snow' dollars and the
special edition 'dabbing' arms which were fifteen
'snow' dollars.
In addition to items being purchased, the
students were encouraged to flaunt their best
behavior on a daily basis in order to earn
accessories being given away by special area
teachers. The motivation behind this was for the
students to recognize it isn't just about monetary

donations, but about outstanding behavior as
well. For example, an art pallet was given out by
the art teachers while a stethoscope was given out
by the nurse. Each special area accessory was
assigned a value of seventeen points.
Students and teachers alike were excited and
determined for their snowman to have the most
value at the end. At the conclusion of the event,
Mrs. Turner's third grade class was the overall
winner. The class chose to donate the $2,263 to
the ASPCA. They received pretzels and ice pops
courtesy of the Student Council. The grade level
winners included Mrs. Juarez/Ms. Rosa/Mrs.
Duggan's Pre-K classes, Mrs. Musarra/Mrs.
Erickson's Kindergarten classes, Ms. Melillo's
first grade class, Mrs. Marano's second grade
class, and Miss Brehm's fourth grade class. Each
grade level winner also received ice pops as a
small token to say thank you.

Like us on Facebook.com/SpiritOfUnion
View, share and download photos
of Union events and others at
www.RennaMedia.com

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Did you or someone you know accomplish
something amazing? We are interested in
hearing about your latest achievement
(accomplishment, honor, award, etc.). Do you
have an event that you need help publicizing?
Then send Renna Media your news!

Call: 908-418-5586
Fax: 908-709-9209
Email: info@rennamedia.com

(above) Mrs. Turner's Third Grade Class with Student Council Advisors
Alison Brehm and Jessica Mongiovi Mrs. Turner's snowman Goal Thermometer Chart
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MASTERFUL ADVICE:
Broadway Star Billy Porter Gives Students at Kean Receive Career Career Advice

Billy Porter has presence. That’s one thing the
Broadway star made clear to the Kean University
students who attended his master class in April.
“You have to stand out in an audition,” he said.
“You have to own your space. When I walk onto
a stage or into a room, rest assured people are
looking at me because I have presence.”
r
e
Porter implores young people to stop looking
Let us cat rty 20-40 People: $12.95 down
at their phones, to stand up straight and
pa Over 40 People: $11.95
your next
walk with confidence.
“You have to empower yourself,” said Porter,
• Jumbo All Beef Hot Dogs
who starred as the original Lola in Kinky Boots.
• 6 oz. Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers
“Don’t look at the floor or at the piano player.
or Turkey Burgers
Don’t ask for validation. You can’t be an actor
and
be on stage if you don’t want people looking
• Italian Sausage w/peppers & Onions
at you. Take your power.”
• BBQ Chicken
Five Kean University Theater Conservatory
• Corn on the Cob or Homemade Baked Beans
students including Brianna Javis of Union; were
or Grilled Fresh Veggies
given the opportunity to work one-on-one with
• Choice of 2 Salads: Potato Salad, Cole Saw,
Porter during the master class. Earlier this season,
Tomato, Cucumber & Mozzarella Salad,
the talented students were among those who sang
Pasta Salad, Tossed Salad, String Bean Salad
in front of a sold-out audience alongside
Broadway legend Patti LuPone.
and Macaroni Salad
“His confidence on stage is what I aspire to,”
These Items Can Be Substituted for
said
Javis, a junior theatre major.
$2.00 More Per Person:
Javis used her gospel-like voice to belt out ‘I
• BBQ Pork Spare Ribs
am Changing’ from Dreamgirls. Porter stressed
• Shish-Kabobs: Chicken, Beef or Shrimp
the importance of proper breathing in order to
• Baked Clams
finish the song without running out of steam.
Add Fresh Cut Watermelon $1.00 per person
“That voice is fabulous and you have to trust
it,
and you don’t trust it,” he said. “You think you
Add Soda & Ice Set Up $1.00 per person
do, but you don’t. You have to learn how to
•Grill Cook Available @ $35.00 per hour
breathe
and how to release it all. And release your
We supply: Plates, Napkins, Forks, Knives,
expectations of what it should sound like,
Serving Spoons, Tongs and Condiments
because it doesn’t have to sound like anything but
you.”
“It’s not easy,” Porter said. “It’s not supposed
to be easy, but you’re supposed to make it seem
easy. You’ve got a beautiful voice in there.”
As an actor, director and writer, Porter spoke
of the importance of learning all different aspects
of theater in addition to singing and acting.
“For me, the work dried up for 13 years,” he
said. “The only thing that saved me was going to
the page. I wanted to tell stories that aren’t being

SUMMER BBQ MENU

(908) 688-8884

www.cozycornerdeli.net

told, to represent people that aren’t being
represented.”
Javis is grateful for the lessons she and her
classmates learned from Porter’s master class.
“He saw something in us that can be pushed,
and can be tweaked and improved, and he used it
and made us understand ourselves,” she said.
Holly Logue, who heads Kean’s Theater
Conservatory, was pleased to have Porter conduct
the master class for the students.
“Any time you have the opportunity to be
coached by someone who has made a career in
theater is an invaluable learning experience,” she
said. “Our proximity to New York affords us
these opportunities. It’s one of the things that is
very special about Kean University.”

(above) Junior Theatre major Brianna Javis
from Union gets some sage advice from Tony
and Grammy Award winner Tony Porter..
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$800 OFF
ANY NEW
ROOF

Magic Improvement

15% SENIOR
DISCOUNT
15% OFF ANY
MASONRY JOB

CHIMNEY • MASONRY • GUTTER • ROOFING • SIDING

201-693-4549

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

ALL JOBS
GUARANTEED!
FULL INSURED
LIC# 13VH09057400

CHIMNEY
LINING
SYSTEM

ROOFING
• Re-Roofing
• New Roofs
• Roof Repairs
• Shingles
• Flat Roofs

FREE

GUTTERS
• Cleaning
• Installation
• Screening
• Repairs
• Replacement

MASONRY
• Driveways
• Steps
• Repair
• Brick & Blocks
• Sidewalks

GUTTER
CLEANING

GUTTER GUARD STARTING
With any new gutter
installation

(any house)

AT

$65

CHIMNEY
• Cleaning
• Rebuild
• Repairs
• Capping

FIREPLACE CLEANING
CHIMNEY CAP
12 POINT INSPECTION

$74.99

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.

Benefits:
• Protect your house
from heat and
corrosion
• Improve the
performance
of your furnace
• Easy and effective
cleaning

$250-$350
ANY ROOF
REPAIR
MAGIC IMPROVEMENT
201-693-4549
With this coupon. Coupon may not be
combined with any other offer.
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JEFFERSON SCHOOL HOSTS SPELLING BEE

“Tailored Financing for
Today’s Small Business”

Jefferson School hosted their 23rd Annual
Mayor’s Spelling Bee on May 5th, under the
direction of 5th Grade teacher Karen Steiner.
Deputy Mayor Joseph Florio and Superintendent
of Recreation DJ Salvante were on hand to
celebrate.
First place winner was Oseka Balogun, and
2nd Place winner was Andrew Arce. Steiner, who
has been in charge of the Spelling Bee for twentyyears, shared “It is extraordinary how challenging

the words are and how the contestants are truly
great spellers. They just ‘have it!’ I always
encourage the winner and runner up to enter any
spelling bee that they hear about in the future.
When it comes down to two or three contestants
it does become very, very exciting for all! The
students in the audience were terrific, so
respectful, so encouraging! I was so proud of the
Jefferson students!” Congratulations to all of the
participants!

www.whiterosefunding.com
844.WRFUNDS / 844.973.8637
A MESSAGE FOR COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE BROKERS,
LANDLORDS, FRANCHISORS AND
PROFESSIONALS WHOSE CLIENTS
NEED A CERTAINTY OF FUNDING.

White Rose Funding is a direct and indirect lender that
can provide funding for:
• Tenants in need of capital for a build-out,
equipment or machinery;
• Franchisee and other Start-Ups in need of
acquisition funding or working capital; and
• An established business that has sudden
and temporary cash needs.

We provide flexible financing on fair terms that
rewards the forwarder by offering:
• Financial remuneration to the forwarder; and
• A tailored solution for your client.

For example, a Landlord or Commercial Real Estate
Broker is showing property to a prospective tenant, the
location is ideal, but the build-out cost is likely beyond
the tenant’s initial budget. The Landlord seeks personal
guarantees sensing there could be financial issues down
the road. White Rose Funding could provide a term loan
for the build-out, fixtures and equipment, and a working
capital loan that will ring-fence the rent guarantee.
There is no cost to your client unless we provide the
financing.

If the client does not enjoy prime credit status, we have
relationships with preferred SBA Lenders that can make
the process fast and efficient.
When you need access to an alternate
lending source for your business needs,
please consider White Rose Funding.

CINAS CLEANS FOR YOU
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Basic & Deep Cleaning
• Mop/Sweep/Vacuum
• Change Linens
• Baseboards

• Dusting
• Bathrooms
• Dishes
• Much More!!!

908-267-8280

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
LICENSED & INSURED

ELECTRICAL, HEATING & COOLING SERVICE, INC.
339 Pulaski Street • South Plainfield, NJ 07080

908.769.8200 • OneCallElectrical.com

“Never look down on someone
unless you’re helping them up.”
- Jesse Jackson

Cooling: Condenser Unit Replacements
• Coil Replacements • Installation and Repair
• Commercial Roof Top Units • High Efficiency Units
• R-22 - 410A Conversions • Much More!

Electrical: Panel Upgrades/Replacements
• Kitchen Remodels • Ceiling Fans • Generators
• Dedicated Circuits • Aluminum Wire Repairs • Much More!

Heating: Furnace Replacements • Oil to Gas Conversions
• Duct Work • Humidifiers • Commercial Roof Top Units
• Clean Air Solutions • Much More!

CALL NOW FOR YOUR
AIR CONDITIONING TUNE UP:
JUNE

SPECIAL

$89.99

Electrical License 34EB01385200
HVAC License 19HC00599100
Home Improvement License 13VH05891900
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R’S
MOTHECIAL
DAY SPEab Legs For more information, please call
g Cr

Servin

99

$16

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,
Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com

BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

MONDAY - THURSDAY
Lunch 11am - 3:30pm Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ...........................$7.99 Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10.....................$5.99 Kids 7-10......................$7.49
Kids 3-6.......................$3.99 Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under..................FREE! 2 & Under...................FREE!
FRIDAY - SATURDAY
Lunch 11am - 3:30pm Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99 Adult ..........................$11.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99 Kids 7-10 ......................$7.49
Kids 3-6........................$3.99 Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE! 2 & Under...................FREE!
SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER
11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.59
Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi.
Most selection and top quality among all competitors.
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi.
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and
confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood,
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

$ 25 OFF $ 50 OFF $

1

ADULT BUFFET

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/6/17.

2

2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/6/17.

10

OFF $ 00 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/6/17.

5

4 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/6/17.
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS HELP OUT LOCAL GIRL SCOUTS

Union High School Students volunteered their
time to help out a local Union Girl Scout Troop
sort and distribute Girl Scout Cookies recently.
The Troop, under the leadership of Shonda
Dennis, is comprised of 8th, 9th, and 10th grade
students from across the town. Dennis serves as
the Service Unit Cookie Manager, and her and her
troop organize community service cookie sorting
events, seeking help from members of the
community to assist.
UHS Students came ready to help sort and

Musicnjlessons.com
908 294 1474
In home music lessons for all ages!
K-12 State Certified Music Instruction
Teacher of Students With Disabilities Certified.

Beginners welcome! We specialize in:
• Drums • Guitar • Keys • Vocals

unload two truckloads of cookies, amounting
into 2,231 cases of cookies! Some students
went above and beyond, coming in earlier and
staying later until every last box was
distributed. They helped with clean up at the
end of the night, and were a huge asset to the
grateful troop. Dennis shared “The most
beautiful part was that all of the students carried
a positive attitude the entire time. They were
AMAZING! Working side by side with the
students felt as though we were working with

Joe’s Barber Shop

peers - They were very professional. Having the
Union High School students there really saved
the day. Honestly, words can't express how
grateful we all are… Union High School is the
BEST!!”
The scouts sell cookies to raise monies to
continue to provide programming to go on trips
to new adventures and to sharpen their leadership
skills. They work with scouts from all over the
United States and other countries. They truly are
future leaders!

Kathleen Gwaldis
EXPERIENCE, COMMITMENT
INTEGRITY, RESULTS

A Traditional Barber Shop

Full-Service Realtor for 29 years.

Regular haircuts for boys and men
Shop Hours: Mon – Fri – 9 am – 5 pm
Sat – 9 am – 4 pm, Wed & Sun Closed
No appointments Necessary • Seniors Welcome

908-245-7787
Roselle Shopping Center
574 Raritan Road, Roselle, New Jersey

THREE
BARBERS
ON DUTY

UNION SPECIALIST.

Call for a FREE Market Analysis Today!

Realtor Associate

(908) 400-8409

Weichert President’s Club
Office 973-467-7391

505 Millburn Avenue, Short Hills, NJ 07078
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MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

Family
Owned &
Operated For
15 Years

CHIMNEYS
SIDING

• All Work Guaranteed
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• 20% Senior Discount
• Major Credit Cards
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

ROOFING

MASONRY

You Home Improvement Connection

GUTTERS

STEPS
FOUNDATIONS

MASONRY
• DRIVEWAYS
• STEPS
• BRICK &
BLOCK
• SIDEWALKS
• REPAIR

ROOFING
• RE-ROOF
• NEW ROOF
• ROOF
REPAIRS
• SHINGLES
• FLAT ROOF

Carbon Monoxide
is invisible,
odorless,
and can kill you!

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING
• RE-LINE
• REPAIRS
• REBUILD
• CAPPING

GUTTERS
• CLEANING
• INSTALLATION
• SCREENING
• REPAIRS
• REPLACEMENTS

Special!CHIMNEY LINER FREE ESTIMATES
$1300

Why Should I Use A
Chimney Lining System?
• Protect your house from
heat transfer
combustibles
Fire
Improved
• Protect the masonry from
Safety
Performance
the corrosive by products
of combustion
• Provide a correctly sized
flue for optimum
Long Term Easy & Effective
efficiency of appliance
Preservation
Cleaning

Summer Special

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS

$2,600

Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete

$1000 OFF

$79.99

15% OFF

or FREE GUTTERS
ANY COMPLETE ROOF

GUTTERS CLEANING
(ANY HOUSE)

ROOF LEAKS
(GUARANTEED)

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

With coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Expires June 30,2017

15% OFF

FOUNDATION
REPAIR
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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UNION BREAKS GROUND ON STREETSCAPE PROJECT

The rebirth of Union Center has been a long
time coming. What started with the filling of
vacancies quickly progressed to the initiation of
two major development projects, and just last
week- the groundbreaking of the Stuyvesant Ave
Streetscape Project.
“The goals of these capital investments are two
fold,” said Mayor Suzette Cavadas, “one is very
obviously aesthetic, where we want to bring a
certain vibrancy back to the area but economic as

well, where we aim to increase foot traffic while
simultaneously bringing in new business that
would help the Center- and all of Union thrive.”
The project includes a comprehensive overhaul
of the sidewalks, curbs, lights and crosswalks in
the Special Improvement District (S.I.D.) which
will completely change the ambiance and
increase pedestrian safety in the area. It will
culminate with the milling and paving of
Stuyvesant Ave.- an area which residents have
been inquiring about in recent months.
The concept for the project was created by
Arterial Design Studio, with input from the
Township of Union, and Maser Consulting who
serve as the Township’s Engineers. They took
into account aesthetics, safety, and traffic
concerns as well as feedback from residents on
what they would like to see in the center.
“We feel as though this project is critical for
the revitalization of the downtown,” said David
Lustberg, CEO and Managing Principal of
Arterial Design Studio.

Arterial offers a well-rounded suite of
Planning and Design services to assist their
clients in creating places that people enjoy. From
public improvements to private development,
they focus their expertise on three core service
areas: Street Design, Parks and Spaces and Place
Branding.
“The ‘look’ of the downtown needs a facelift.
It's been nearly a quarter of a century since the
last one and that is part of the reason why we are
riding the line of comeback,” said Joe Leo,
Owner of Here’s the Story Bookstore, and S.I.D.
Board President. “The changes I expect to see in
Union Center are a fresh, new, updated look and
with that, the attraction of new and vibrant
business which will give the downtown the 21st
century infusion it needs.”
Construction, performed by Zuccaro Inc., will
start this week, beginning at Magic Fountain, on
Stuyvesant Ave. and work down towards Morris
Ave. The first phase of the project is projected to
be completed by fall, 2017.

Don’t let your family
memories fade away

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
TO DIGITAL
FILES & DVD
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Video Tape Transfers
DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
Audio Cassette to CD
Reel to Reel Audio to CD
LP to CD
High Speed Slide Scanning
Foreign Conversions

(above) Mayor Suzette Cavadas, Deputy Mayor Joseph Florio, Committeewoman Michele
Delisfort, Committeeman Manuel Figueiredo, Township Administrator Ron Manzella, Assistant
Township Administrator Tammie Kopin, S.I.D. Director Fatimah Raymond, and Township
Engineer Joseph Venezia, were joined by Dave Lustberg, CEO and Managing Principal of
Arterial Design Studio, and several business owners from the S.I.D. for the groundbreaking on
the Stuyvesant Ave Streetscape Project. (photo courtesy of the Township of Union)

NEED SPACE?
ACCESS CAN HELP!

Video Production & Editing
Training • Sales • Documentary

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com

908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

We sell packing supplies.

(732) 259-1020

750 Boulevard • Kenilworth, NJ 07033
www.accessselfstorage.com

50% OFF FIRST MONTH
New customers only. Expires 7/10/17.
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UNION TOWNSHIP’S MOVIES UNDER THE STARS
TO RETURN JUNE 16TH

The Township of Union is proud to bring back Facebook or on the web at uniontownship.com
their Movies Under the Stars through the for information on the second movie, Disney’s
Department of Recreation for its fourth year. Moana, to be shown during Mayor’s weekend in
Held at Rabkin Park, the Movies draw residents September.
from the far reaches of town, and provide a one
of a kind source of family entertainment.
“Going to the movies is a great all-American
past time,” said Mayor Suzette Cavadas. “The
Township’s Movies Under the Stars combine
everything we love about movie nights with the
beautiful weather that comes with the warmer
months.”
The first movie, Sing, will be held on Friday,
June 16th at 8:45 p.m. with a pre-movie
performance by the Play Theater Kids Cabaret at
7:30 p.m.
The highly rated animated movie follows the
story of an eternally optimistic koala who puts on
a singing competition to save his failing theater.
In the process, animals across the city gather to
step into the spotlight and chase their dreams.
Featuring a star-studded cast, the likes of
Matthew McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon and
Seth MacFarlane, Sing is a feel-good movie for (above) Committeeman Manuel Figuereido with
movie-goers at last year’s Movie in the Park,
people of all ages.
The Jungle Book. Photo Courtesy of the Township of Union
Stay tuned to the Township of Union on

I
N
C.

AL-X
AUTO REPAIR & TIRE CENTER
415 CHESTNUT STREET, UNION

(908) 964-7155 • (908) 964-7177

Thank You For Over
54 Years of Support

AL-X

T
54

H

AUTO

017
1963-2

qa
ut

Spring Special

SAVE $20.00
TIRE ROTATION &
WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Serving All
Union Coun
ty

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots, Belgium Block Curbing

908-925-0444
908-928-0031

$69.95

Most cars. Some exclusions apply. See store for full
details. Must present coupon before service is performed.
Expiration 7/10/17.
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4TH GRADE GIFTED AND TALENTED ENTREPRENEUR CHALLENGE
Over the past several months, the Township of
Union’s 4th grade Gifted and Talented students
from each elementary school explored the basics
of the business world. Students learned about
advertising, target markets, financial data, and
investing. Students worked in teams to create
their own mock businesses and design business
plans that would allow their businesses to
succeed. Students created their own magazine
advertisements, wrote, filmed, and edited their
own commercials, created business cards, and
wrote a financial plan for investors. The final
project was to put all of their research and
business ideas together into a PowerPoint
slideshow that they would present to “Investors.”
Each elementary school held their own
competition where these business ideas were
presented. The winning team from each school
then got to present their business ideas on May
15th in the District Wide Entrepreneur Challenge,
which took place at Hannah Caldwell Elementary
School. Business leaders from Bed Bath &
Beyond helped in judging each team and the
Challenge was a huge success. The top three
finishing teams were awarded medals and the
first place team was presented the annual trophy.

(above) 2nd Place: Forget Not Watch:
Washington School.

District IT Director Sandra Paul shared “I was
literally blown away to see the talent the kids
have.”
Judge Yvonne Lorenzo, Supervisor of Career
Education, World Language and ESL stated, “It
was a pleasure to judge the District Youth
Entrepreneur Challenge. The students and their
teachers all worked very hard to create and
market their businesses. It was incredible to
witness what these 4th graders were able to
accomplish. They are all winners as far as I’m
concerned. ” Fellow Judge Ann Hart, Director of

Special Projects added, “The G&T Youth
Entrepreneur Competition is such a wonderful
event, and I was thrilled to judge the competition
this year. To see and experience the ideas and
thought process of these wonderfully intelligent,
and creative students is an honor. The students
are so creative and their ability to think up ideas,
create samples, and present their concepts in such
a clear and creative way makes me so proud to
be a part of this community. ”
Congratulations to all the students who
participated!

(above) 1st Place: IC-E-Steam: Battle Hill School.

Authentic Puerto Rican Cuisine
Gourmet Food Truck

908-577-6229

Takeout, Delivery, and Catering Available

1331 Magie Ave. Union NJ 07083
Visit our new store front at

www.facebook.com/ellechon.denegronfoodtruck

Bring this ad in for
1 (one) FREE Empanada
Expires June 30, 2017

(above) 3rd Place: A.D. Artcessories: Connecticut Farms School.

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY SUMMER READING
PROGRAM: BUILD A BETTER WORLD

The Summer Reading Program is back and
better than ever! Join us at the library all
summer long for games, programs, and reading!
Check out some of the things you can look
forward to:
ShopRite of Union Presents: "Kid Cuisine,
Book Bingo, Codeable Camps, JUMBO Board

Games, Lego Challenge, Bash the Trash, DIY
Slime,. And tons of prizes!
We'll be hosting TWO fun packed Summer
Reading Kick-Off Events on Saturday, June 10th
from 11 AM - 3 PM and Thursday, June 15th
from 3 PM - 5 PM at Vauxhall. Please call (908)
851-5451 to register for the Vauxhall event!

UNION CHAMBER’S JUNE NETWORKING EVENT
THE 21ST ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST

The Union Township Chamber of Commerce
invites the business community to its 21st Annual
Legislative Breakfast for an opportunity to meet
and hear from elected officials. Held in
partnership with the Greater Elizabeth Chamber
of Commerce, the event will feature state, county,
and local officials who will share issues and
updates pertinent to business and industry.
The event will take place from 8-10 a.m. on
Friday, June 30th, 2017, at the Boys and Girls
Clubs of Union County, 1050 Jeanette Avenue,
Union. A light breakfast will also be served.
Admission is $20 for Chamber members and
$30 for guests. Pre-registration is required by

contacting the Union Chamber of Commerce at
908-688-2777
or
by
emailing
executivedirector@unionchamber.com.
“This is our 21st year of conducting this very
popular and well-attended event,” said Chamber
Executive James Masterson. “This program
provides our members with the opportunity to
meet with their elected officials and discuss
specific items of interest with them.”
The Union Township Chamber of Commerce
is a professional association dedicated to
strengthening,
uniting,
promoting
and
representing member businesses located in Union
and the surrounding area.

Why Repave?
Sealcoat & Save!

BACK TO BLACK SEALCOATING

MAKE YOUR ASPHALT GREAT AGAIN!

732-968-3646

backtoblacksealcoating.com
backtoblacksealcoating@yahoo.com

WE WILL EDGE, CLEAN, PRIME OIL SPOTS & SEALCOAT YOUR DRIVEWAY!
• Parking Lot Line Striping
• Driveways & Parking Lots
• Specializing in Large Parking Lots
• Hot Rubberized Crack Filling
Call for a
FREE Estimate
& Receive a
FREE Gift!

5% DISCOUNT
FOR SENIORS
& VETERANS!

50 OFF

$

• Hot Asphalt Repairs • Tennis Courts
• Asphalt or Coal Tar (Emulsion Sealer)
• Pothole Patching • SNOW REMOVAL
• Power Washing • Asphalt Patch Work
We will beat any legitimate
Sealcoat company’s written estimate.
Lic# 13VH06534400

FULLY INSURED!

DRIVEWAY REPAIR
or SEALCOATING

Minimum purchase $500. Limit one. No other discounts apply. Exp. 6/30/17.

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT
Late Model Foreign & American New & Used
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission
• Auto Glass • Computers
• Tail Lights • Doors
• Fenders • AC Compressors

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up
24 HR Service
732-381-2646

Night Towing 732-496-1633
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 7/10/17.
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HANNAH CALDWELL
DAY 2017

Hannah Caldwell Day 2017 will be
commemorated on Sunday, June 4, by the Union
Township Historical Society with an open house
from 2 to 5 pm at the Caldwell Parsonage, 909
Caldwell Avenue, Union. Visitors will be greeted
by Rev. James Caldwell, portrayed Doc
Burkhardt. Colonial doll-making lessons will be
given, and historic games will be played.
Admission is free. For more information, please
call Barbara La Mort at 908-687-0048.

(above) “Rev. James Caldwell” Marks
Anniversary of Hannah’s Death: Doc
Burkhardt as Rev. James Caldwell, protesting
his wife's death at the hands of the British
during the Battle of Connecticut Farms on
June 7, 1780.

Spirit of UNION • Page 14 • June 2017

RENNA MEDIA
NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
100,000
NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!
To place an ad call:
Tina Renna at 908-418-5586
or Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: info@RennaMedia.com
Fax: 908-709-9209

tise
Adverr all
in 1 o w n s
1 8 to
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MONISOLA OMOLE 2017 YOUTH OF THE YEAR

Boys & Girls Clubs of Union County is
pleased to announce Monisola Omole as the 2017
Youth of the Year. Monisola, 18, is a senior at
Union High School, with a focus on advanced
science and math. She has been a member of the
Boys & Girls Clubs for seven years and is
currently the President of the Union Keystone
Club. At the Club, she participates in Girl Talk,
Stand and Deliver, and Lords and Ladies.
Monisola has worked as a peer tutor in the
Buddie Program and helps the younger members
with homework. Monisola is planning to be a
Biomedical
Engineer
or
Reproductive
Endocrinologist.
Monisola was chosen by a panel of 7 judges.
“Youth of the Year is the highest honor for Club
members”, Russell Triolo, CEO, proudly stated.
“Members are recognized for their contributions
in promoting service to our clubs, community
and family, academic success, strong moral
character, life goals, and poise and public
speaking ability. It is a joy to see these youth
grow and develop as young adults.”
Outside of the club, Monisola also dedicates
her time to her schoolwork and clubs in school,
such as Senior Class Advisory Board, Peer
Diplomat Leadership Program, Red Cross Club,
Future Medical Leaders and the International
Outreach Club. She is also the captain of the Girls
Basketball team at Union High School. In
Keystone Club, Monisola has organized and
participated in fundraising for Children’s
Specialized Hospital, as well as hosting children
at the Club for a special night of fun, as well
community engagement activities.
“Boys & Girls Clubs has helped me find

myself,” said Monisola. “In middle school, I was
getting in trouble but the Club helped me with
Keystone and programs. If I waited until high
school, it may have been too late.”
Her career interests stem from other family
members in similar career paths and she hopes to
follow in their footsteps. She has been accepted
to five colleges: Rutgers, NJIT (partial
Bethune
Cookman
(full
scholarship),
scholarship), Delaware State University (partial
scholarship) and North Carolina A & T.
Chris Hillmann, President of Hillmann
Consulting, has continued with his generous
sponsorship of the Youth of the Year Program and
will award each of the three finalists with a
$2,000 scholarship, Monisola will receive a
$4,000 scholarship.
The Youth of the Year Program is the premier
recognition program for Club members,
promoting service to Club, community and
family; academic success; strong moral
character; life goals and poise in public speaking.
This year’s Youth of the Year finalists were:
Jalynn White, 16, (Union Club); Anandah
Gomez, 17, (Plainfield Club); Najiyyah Dunn,
17, (Elizabeth Club); and Monisola Omole, 18,
(Union Club).
Next, Monisola will compete for the Boys &
Girls Clubs New Jersey State Youth of the Year
title in June. We wish her the best of luck now
and in her future.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Union County
Boys & Girls Clubs of Union County seek to
inspire and enable young people, who need them
most, to realize their full potential and have
provided opportunity for youth since 1955. They

are part of a national network of some 4,000
neighborhood-based facilities, Boys & Girls
Clubs of America, which serves more than 4.6
million young people annually, in all 50 states
and on U.S. military bases worldwide. Clubs
provide guidance-oriented character development
programs on a daily basis for children 6-18 years
old, conducted by a full-time professional staff.
Key Boys & Girls Club programs emphasize
leadership development, education and career
exploration, financial literacy, health and life
skills, the arts, sports, fitness and recreation, and
family outreach.

(above) 2017 Youth of the Year Winner,
Monisola Omole Announced

UNION’S SUMMER CONCERT SERIES RETURNS ON
JULY 4TH

The Township of Union’s 2017 Summer
Concert Series kicks off on July 4th with John
Christian and Soiree at Biertuempfel Park, the
series will feature concerts in the park every
Thursday in July beginning July 13th.
“We have an outstanding lineup this year,” said
Mayor Suzette Cavadas, “In addition to bringing
back some fan favorites we’ve added some brand
new acts to the series that ensure there is really
something for everyone.”
The series is set to include:
• John Christian and Soiree, July 4th at
Biertuempfel Park. This Standard and
Contemporary Band entertains with just the
right mix of R&B, Disco, Motown, Jazz and
Top 40’s.
• Smooth Band and Orchestra, July 13th at
Rabkin Park. Smooth is a complete Motown
revue that will take you back through the
sounds of the Temptations, the Four Tops and
many more.
• Radio Nashville, July 20th at Rabkin Park.
This six-piece band performs the top modern
Country hits from Keith Urban, Carrie
Underwood, and Taylor Swift to Blake

Shelton and more.
• Gloria’s Miami Sound featuring Nikki
Torres, July 27th at Rabkin Park. The
ultimate tribute to Gloria Estefan and the
Miami Sound Machine includes all of the
chart-topping hits of the iconic performer
including “On Your Feet”, “Conga” and
many more.
Concerts are open to the public and are free of
charge to attend. They run from 7:30 p.m.-9:00
p.m.- blankets and chairs are welcome. Local
food trucks will also be present vending food and
refreshments.
For
more
information,
visit
www.uniontownship.com or contact Natalie
Pineiro, Public Information Officer, at 908-8515096 or at publicinfo@uniontownship.com.
Concerts are sponsored by various community
partners, for more information on sponsoring one
of our concerts please contact Township of Union
Administration at 908-851-8500.

(above l-r) Russell Triolo, CEO Boys & Girls
Clubs of Union County; Monisola Omele, 2017
Youth of the Year; Robert Poles, President
Board of Directors, Boys & Girls Clubs of
Union County.
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908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ

Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday

HARDSCAPE

DRAINAGE
Pipe • Catch Basins

Cement
Concrete
Block

FREE
Same Day D
elivery

LAWN & GARDEN
Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat Moss

Curbing

Belgium
Block

Diamond Blades

SERVICING LANDSCAPERS,
MASONS & HOME OWNERS

TOOLS
Limestone
Treads

Mason Tools • Shovels •Rakers

Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

Largest Display of Cambridge
Pavers in Union County

5-Yards or m
o re

We accommodate the
trade as well as the
do-it-yourselfers!
We are always
ready to assist.
SOIL

Prices
per yard

Black Topsoil .................................$35

MULCH
Black Dyed ....................................$30
Brown Dyed ..................................$30
Red Dyed .......................................$32
Hardwood ......................................$20
Play Ground ..................................$35

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS
Concrete Sand ...............................$48
3⁄4 Clean Stone ...............................$38
Stone Dust .....................................$34
QP ....................................................$34

DECORATIVE STONE
3⁄8

Red Stone...................................$68
Red Stone...................................$66
3⁄4 Pearl Pebble ..............................$86
2-4 Pearl Pebble ...........................$86
3⁄4 Arctic White ..............................$86
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .............$58
1 Riverbed......................................$60
2-4 Riverbed ..................................$60
3⁄4

See above display and others at www.cambridgepavers.com

Prices subject to change without notice.

